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Aboriginal acknowledgement
Victoria proudly acknowledges Victoria’s Aboriginal community and
their rich culture and pays respect to their Elders past and present.

We acknowledge Aboriginal people as
Australia’s first peoples, and as the
Traditional Owners and custodians of
the land and water on which we rely.
We recognise and value the ongoing
contribution of Aboriginal people and
communities to Victorian life and how
this enriches us. We recognise that
Aboriginal cultures and communities
are diverse. We acknowledge that the
land is of spiritual, cultural and
economic importance to Aboriginal
people. We also recognise the intrinsic
connection of Traditional Owners to
Country and acknowledge their
contribution to the management of
land, water, and the natural landscape.
We embrace the spirit of
reconciliation, working towards the
equality of outcomes and ensuring an
equal voice.
We have distinct obligations to
Traditional Owner groups that are
paramount in our responsibilities in
managing Victoria’s resources.

Figure 1. Sheep Hill Art Silo depicting local Aboriginal community members by Vic Pics.
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Context
For more on the Basin
Plan, see Chapter 1 of
the Draft
Wimmera‑Mallee WRP:
Comprehensive Report.

Timeline
Pre contact
Archaeological evidence reveals a
connection extending beyond 40,000
years. A Creation Story tells how Purra,
an Ancestral Kangaroo Spirit, marked
the route of Barbarton (Wimmera
River) from Stawell north to
Ngelbakutya (Lake Albacutya) and
Gooro (Lake Hindmarsh). Wirringer
(Wirrengren Plain), in the middle of this
desert, was an important meeting
place for people throughout this
region and beyond.

Key points
• This summary document provides a snapshot
of the Draft Wimmera-Mallee Water Resource
Plan: Comprehensive Report.

• Victoria’s existing water management
framework meets these requirements, as
demonstrated in the Comprehensive Report.

• All Basin states are required to prepare water
resource plans (WRP) showing how they will
meet their obligations under Chapter 10 of the
Murray-Darling Basin Plan (the Basin Plan).

• Victoria has met its Basin Plan water recovery
targets in the Wimmera-Mallee region.

First major diversion
of water from the
Wimmera River

1856

Victorian Irrigation Act 1886
(Vic) exclusively vests the
right to the use, flow and
the control of water in any
watercourse in the State

Mid 1880s

1886

Flooding in the Murray
and Wimmera Rivers

1895 - 1902

1903

Federation drought

Water shortages and
crop failures result in the
construction of
Lake Lonsdale
The first water storage
Wartook Reservoir is built
on the MacKenzie River
by the Wimmera Shire

1906

State Rivers and
Water Supply
Commission of
Victoria takes control
of all water supplies to
the region under
Water Act 1905

1909
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The Murray-Darling Basin Plan
The Murray-Darling Basin covers northern Victoria
as well as parts of Queensland, New South Wales,
South Australia and the Australian Capital Territory.
The Basin Plan sets sustainable diversion limits
(SDLs) on how much water can be taken from rivers
and aquifers. The surface water SDLs are set to
recover an annual average of 2,750 gigalitres (GL) of
water across the Basin to return to the environment.
Victoria’s share of this is 1,075 GL.

What is the Wimmera-Mallee WRP and
what does it do?
The Basin Plan requires states to prepare WRPs to
demonstrate how they will comply with reduced
limits on water that can be taken for consumptive
use by 2019. The draft Wimmera-Mallee WRP is
Victoria’s first WRP plan showing how we meet the
obligations set out in chapter 10 of the Basin Plan.
It explains:

• The planning processes for environmental water
and water quality.
• Strategies for managing risk, including drought
and climate change.
• How farm dams, plantations and other
interception activities will be managed.
The Murray-Darling Basin Authority will assess
Victoria’s WRPs and accreditation is required by the
Commonwealth Minister for Water.

• How much water can be taken for farms, towns,
industry and recreation.
• How Aboriginal water objectives and outcomes
have been considered to date and how they will
be developed into the future

First River Murray
Agreement
signed between
Vic, NSW and SA

1906

Large expansion:
The extent of channel system
increases rapidly from 1,600 km to
9,600 km. New channels include the
Glenelg River Diversion Channel,
which was constructed in 1930 to
divert Upper Glenelg winter flows
into the Wimmera storages. Fyans,
Taylors and Pine lakes were
constructed during this period

1914

1958

1967

Water Act 1958
(Vic) and River
Improvement Act
1958 (Vic)

The final storage
to be
constructed,
Lake Bellfield on
Fyans Creek in
the Grampians is
completed

1931

Groundwater Act
1969 (Vic) passed to
extend principle of
government control
of waters to ground
waters

First edition of the State
Environment Protection
Policy: Waters of Victoria

1969

1988

1970

Environment Protection
Act 1970 (Vic) passed to
control discharges to
land, water and air

1991

Water trading commenced
in Victoria - Unofficial
trades occurred previously
but regulations under the
Water Act 1989 now
allowed permanent trades
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What effect will the Wimmera-Mallee WRP have on me?
One of Victoria’s core obligations in the WimmeraMallee WRP area was to recover an average of 23 GL
of surface water a year for the environment. This
water was recovered through the sale of 28 GL of
Wimmera irrigator entitlements (including losses) to
the Commonwealth Environmental Water Holder as
part of closing the Wimmera Irrigation District in
2013. As a result no additional water recovery is
required and the WRP will have no impact on existing
entitlement holders. See ‘Responding to water
resource challenges’ below for more.

Victoria has a well-established water management
framework. This draft Wimmera-Mallee WRP brings
together existing arrangements provided under state
legislation, such as bulk and environmental
entitlements, groundwater management plans and
sustainable water strategies, to show how we will
meet our Basin Plan obligations.

Catchment and Land Protection
Act 1994 (Vic). Sets up Catchment
Management Framework
including a statewide Council
and 10 Regional Catchment and
Land Protection Boards

1992

• Construction of Northern
Mallee Pipeline starts
• Murray-Darling Basin
Commission replaces the
River Murray Commission
• Wimmera River
Catchment Coordination
Group put out draft
strategy

1993

Native Title
Act 1993 (Cth)

1994

1995

Council of Australian
Governments adopts
a strategic framework
for reform of the
Australian water
industry

Governments
implement the first
cap on the volume of
surface water
diverted from the
Murray-Darling Basin

1997

Murray Lower
Darling Rivers
Indigenous
Nations group
is formed

1998

Completion of
first edition of
all Regional
Catchment
Strategies

Millennium drought

The existing strength of Victoria’s water
management framework together with Water for
Victoria, means that the draft WRP proposes no
immediate changes to how water is managed in the
region. The risk assessment identifies areas requiring
continued or additional work, including the
identification of Aboriginal water values and cultural
values and regular updates to existing long-term
water strategies.

National Water Initiative signed.

Basin Salinity
Management
Strategy adopted
including end of
valley targets

2002

GWMWater is
established as a
government-owned
statutory corporation

2003

Living Murray
initiative
commences
to recover
water for the
environment

2004

Securing Our Water Our
Future Together is
released by the
Victorian Government.
This White Paper
recognises the need to
respond to what was by
this time the eighth
year of drought
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Have

your

say!

The Victorian Government is seeking
feedback from the community on the
draft Wimmera‑Mallee WRP. Your
views and ideas are important and
the Draft Comprehensive Report will
be open for public consultation and
submissions until 18 August 2017.
For more information visit
www.engage.vic.gov.au.
Taylors Lake by GWMWater

Wimmera Mallee Pipeline
Project replaces 17,500
kilometres of inefficient open
channels with 9,159 kilometres of
rural pipeline, saving on average
103 billion litres of water a year

2005

Barengi Gadjin Land
Council Aboriginal
Corporation
administers land on
behalf the Wotjobaluk,
Jaadwa, Jadawadjali,
Wergaia and Yupagalk
Peoples

2006

Aboriginal
Heritage
Act 2006
(Vic)

2010

Murray-Darling
Basin Authority
is established,
adopting the
functions of the Murray-Darling
Basin Commission

2007

Water Act
2007 (Cth)

2008

2010

Western
Region
Sustainable
Water Strategy
released

2011

Basin
Plan
2012

2012

Basin Plan
Intergovernmental
agreement signed by
basin governments

2013

Victorian
Environmental Water
Holder established

Major flooding across
NSW and Vic.

Dja Dja Wurrung Land
Use Activity Agreement
(LUAA) comes into effect
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Who was involved in the
draft Wimmera-Mallee WRP:
Comprehensive Report?

Want to know more?
Basin Plan and WRPs –
www.mdba.gov.au

A technical advisory group was established to
inform and review content during the development
of the draft Wimmera-Mallee WRP: Comprehensive
Report. Its role was to ensure the contents of the
report are appropriate and accurate.

Draft Wimmera-Mallee WRP:
Comprehensive Report and
updates on the consultation
process – www.engage.vic.gov.au
Updates on the draft WimmeraMallee WRP consultation process
– www.engage.vic.gov.au

For more on consultation in
developing the draft, see Chapter 1
of the Draft Wimmera‑Mallee WRP:
Comprehensive Report.

• Long-term state
environmental watering
plans published
• MDBA release
Aboriginal Cultural
Flows Health Indicator

2014

Decommissioning of large
channels and structures
replaced by the Wimmera
Mallee Pipeline complete

2015

MDBA’s five yearly
review of environmental
watering plan, water
quality and salinity
targets

• Adjustment of SDL
determined
• Interim evaluation of
the Basin Plan

2016

MDBA release
Northern Basin
Review Report
analysing the
sustainable
diversion limits
(SDL) set

2017

Draft
Wimmera‑Mallee
Water Resource
Plan released

2019

• Accreditation of Water
Resource Plans by
Commonwealth Minister
• SDLs come into effect
• Review of Basin
environmental watering
strategy

2020

Review of Basin Plan

2024

2026

• Completion of agreed
constraints measure
• Completion of ‘supply’
and ‘efficiency’
measures for the SDL
adjustment

Photos featured in the timeline courtesy of State Library of
Victoria, Native Title Service Victoria, DELWP and Mallee CMA
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Pine Lake by 55Chris
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Environmental watering
priority assets – river reach
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The Wimmera-Mallee WRP area

People of the Wimmera-Mallee

The Wimmera-Mallee WRP area is not connected by
surface water systems to the Murray River (except
during extreme flooding). The Wimmera-Mallee is
included as part of the Basin Plan due to its
groundwater connection and ongoing salinity
management practices with the Murray River.

The population of the whole Wimmera-Mallee WRP
area is about 60,000 people. Horsham is the regional
centre of the Wimmera and provides a wide range of
services. Several important towns service smaller
surrounding settlements such as Stawell, St Arnaud,
Nhill, Warracknabeal and Edenhope. Local Aboriginal
communities retain a strong connection to rivers and
streams. Sites of cultural significance abound along
riverbanks and floodplains, with a native title claim
along much of the lower Wimmera River.

The Wimmera-Mallee WRP area is shown on the map
opposite. It is important to note that all surface water
and groundwater that originates within this area is
included in the WRP, but water transferred into the
area, for example via a pipeline from the Murray
River, is not included within this WRP. Conversely, if a
water user, e.g. a town, outside the Wimmera-Mallee
WRP area sources its water supply from a water body
within the area, its water use is included in the WRP.

Landscape
The Wimmera-Mallee is highly diverse and includes
mountains, plains and desert environments
supporting a range of ecosystems. The region has
been heavily cleared with most remaining native
vegetation found on public land. The Grampians,
Little Desert and Wyperfeld national parks are
important areas for nature conservation and,
together with Mount Arapiles, represent significant
tourist attractions. Lake Hindmarsh (near the town of
Jeparit) is Victoria’s largest freshwater lake when it is
filled, but is a seasonal lake which can remain dry for
several years between floods.

Want to know more?
Water supply in the WimmeraMallee – www.gwmwater.org.au
Local Traditional Owner groups
– www.bglc.com.au and
www.djadjawurrung.com.au
Local profile –
www.economicprofile.com.au/
wimmera

Water in the Wimmera-Mallee
WRP area
Water has always been important to the people
living in and visiting the Wimmera-Mallee, providing
relief in what is a naturally dry and often hot area.
Rainfall and streamflows in the area are extremely
variable and in the West Wimmera, groundwater is
used for town, irrigation and domestic and stock
supplies. Grampians Wimmera Mallee Water
(GWMWater) operate the Northern Mallee Pipeline,
Grampians Wimmera Mallee Pipeline and Eastern
Grampians and Pyrenees supply, providing the area
with most of its water needs.

By Wimmera CMA
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Responding to water resources challenges

Key points

Meeting the SDL – closing the Wimmera
Irrigation District

• The Basin Plan requires an
assessment of potential risks
to the quality and availability
of water in WRP areas.

The Wimmera-Mallee System reservoirs supplied the
old channel system and the 3,200-hectare Wimmera
Irrigation District near Horsham.

• A detailed risk assessment was
carried out by the Victorian
Government for the
Wimmera‑Mallee WRP area.
• Aboriginal water values and
uses are at significant risk due
to a lack of information about
these values.
• Long-term, short-term and
contingency planning are
integrated in Victoria’s water
management framework. The
Draft Wimmera-Mallee WRP
proposes that causes of risk
continue to be managed through
existing tools and instruments,
and Government policy.

During the Millennium Drought, from 2004 there was
not enough water to supply the irrigation area and
irrigators proposed closing the system.
The Commonwealth bought all of the 28 GL of
irrigation entitlements and the losses required to
deliver these entitlements to provide environmental
water to the region. It also paid to decommission the
district, which was closed in 2013.
The Commonwealth’s entitlement for the environment
is a long-term average of 23 GL per year. This volume
fulfils the requirement of the Basin Plan to decrease
consumptive water use in the Wimmera-Mallee WRP
area by 23 GL (long-term average).

Risk assessment
Victoria’s comprehensive risk assessment
considered the causes, threats and overall impact
on the uses of water from an availability, quality and
ecosystem perspective. Risks were assessed across
surface and groundwater resources. The risk
assessment found that climate change, severe
drought and a current lack of information on
cultural values pose high risks to Aboriginal values
and uses.
A description of the causes of high risks identified
for the Wimmera-Mallee WRP is provided below.
• Climate change: Likely to lead to reduced rainfall
over south-eastern Australia, increased variability
of rainfall and increased mean temperatures.
• Extreme drought: An extended period of low
rainfall resulting in severe, low water availability.
• Existing land use practice: Failure to invest in best
practice management: grazing, irrigation,
cultivation, clearing, road and other infrastructure
construction.
• Extreme wet: Significant flooding can adversely
impact on the condition of water resources.
• Pests and weeds: Pest plants and animals can
pose significant threats to the condition of water
resources.
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Blue green algae by Craig Moodie

Tools for managing risks to
water resources
Victoria’s water management framework manages
risks to water resources – including meeting critical
human water needs in times of severe drought
– and provides enough flexibility for entitlement
holders to manage their water to best suit their
needs. The Wimmera-Mallee WRP relies on the
continuation of these existing tools, including
implementation of Water for Victoria, to address the
risks identified. In particular, the risks posed to
Aboriginal water values and uses requires
implementation of the Aboriginal Water Program
committed to in Water for Victoria. The major
existing tools to identify and manage risks relevant
to the WRP are:
• Long-term water resource assessments: The
Victorian Water Act requires long-term water
resource assessments to be undertaken every 15
years. This must identify whether there has been a
decline in the long-term surface water availability
and/or a deterioration in waterway health due
to flow.
• Sustainable water strategies: These strategies
set out long-term plans to secure the water future
of Victoria’s Western, Central, Northern and
Gippsland regions. The strategies identify regional

threats to water availability and the environment
with policies and actions to help water users,
water corporations and catchment management
authorities (CMAs) manage and respond to those
threats over the next 50 years.
• Statements of Obligations: The Victorian Minister
for Water issues these statements, which set out
the Minister’s expectations about the activities of
water corporations and CMAs. .
• Urban water strategies and drought
preparedness: The Victorian Government requires
urban water corporations to develop strategies to
adapt to climate change, maintain a balance
between customer demand for water and the
supply of water in cities and towns and manage
supply during extreme events.
• Regional catchment strategies: Under the
Catchment and Land Protection Act 1994, CMAs
must prepare regional catchment strategies.
These strategies provide the framework for
integrated catchment management to maintain
sustainable land productivity and protect the
environment.
• Climate change guidelines: The Guidelines for
Assessing the Impact of Climate Change on Water
Supplies in Victoria is a tool to help Victoria’s
water sector plan for future impacts of climate
change on water supplies.

Want to know more?
Risks to Wimmera-Mallee water
resources are explained in
Chapter 18 of the Draft WimmeraMallee WRP: Comprehensive Report
Guidelines for Assessing the Impact of
Climate Change on Water Supplies in
Victoria – www.water.vic.gov.au/__
data/assets/pdf_file/0014/52331/
Guidelines-for-Assessing-theImpact-of-Climate-Change-onWater-Availability-in-Victoria.pdf
Water corporation Statement of
Obligations – www.water.vic.gov.
au/__data/assets/pdf_
file/0015/54330/Statement-ofObligations-General.pdf
CMA Statement of Obligations –
www.water.vic.gov.au/__data/
assets/pdf_file/0016/52351/
Statement-of-Obligations_CMA2006.pdf
Sustainable water strategies –
www.water.vic.gov.au/planing-andentitlements/sustainable-waterstrategies
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Accessing and sharing water

Key points
• Victoria’s water entitlement
framework safeguards
entitlement holders to support
access to water under their
entitlements.
• These safeguards also support
compliance with Basin Plan
SDLs.

Accessing water
The allocation of water resources in Victoria is
managed in accordance with the Victorian Water
Act. This sets out how water is to be shared, held,
used and traded. Under the Victorian Water Act,
water is allocated for use in cities and towns, and for
irrigation, agriculture, Traditional Owner groups and
industry, while making sure that rivers and aquifers
remain healthy.
In the Wimmera-Mallee WRP area, water can be
taken under:
• a statutory right for domestic and stock purposes
under prescribed circumstances
• a statutory right available to Traditional Owner
groups for traditional purposes

For more on Victoria’s
water entitlement
framework, see Chapter 7
of the Draft
Wimmera‑Mallee WRP:
Comprehensive Report.

• a bulk entitlement issued to water corporations
(which may enter into agreements to supply third
parties. This is the case, for example with the
Commonwealth Environmental Water Holder)
• an environmental entitlement issued to the
Victorian Environmental Water Holder (VEWH)
• a take and use licence issued to a person for
water from a waterway, dam, spring or soak or
groundwater.

People supplied by urban water corporations do
not need an entitlement to get water for their
homes as the water corporation holds an
entitlement on their behalf. Water supplied by
urban water corporations are subject to
permanent water saving rules, and water
restrictions may be imposed during times of water
shortage

Sharing water
The amount of water available to an entitlement
holder depends on their type of entitlement and
water availability within the area (e.g. relevant river,
aquifer or storage). Entitlements supplied from the
Wimmera-Mallee supply system receive an
allocation (a percentage of their maximum
entitlement volume) that is available for use during
the year. This is determined by the storage manager
for the Wimmera-Mallee System Headworks in
accordance with the storage management rules.
In years when water is plentiful in the WimmeraMallee supply system, entitlement holders may get
100 per cent of their maximum entitlement volume. In
years when insufficient water is available to fully
supply all entitlements, this may be restricted to less
than 100 per cent.
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How water is used
Annual water accounts are produced for each
of Victoria’s river and groundwater basins with
rigorous accounting standards and practices
applied.
As an example of the information recorded, the
water accounts for 2014-15 show that for surface
water in the Wimmera Basin over 15 GL was diverted
for urban and domestic and stock use while over
3 GL was diverted to supply recreational lakes. The
accounts also consider water use in urban areas,
recreational lakes, domestic and stock use,
unregulated stream diversion and irrigation use.

On the public record: the Victorian
Water Register
The Water Register contains a record of all
water entitlements in Victoria. It provides
accurate information to assist in managing
Victoria’s water resources. Visit the website to
find out more: www.waterregister.vic.gov.au

Want to know more?
Water for Victoria, Chapter 8
– Water entitlements and
planning and Chapter 9 –
Realising the potential of the
grid markets – www.water.vic.
gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_
file/0030/58827/Water-Planstrategy2.pdf
Accessing groundwater–
www.water.vic.gov.au/
managing-groundwater/
accessing-groundwater
Victorian water accounts which
describe the water use across
Victoria – waterregister.vic.gov.
au/water-availability-and-use/
victorian-water-accounts
Storage Manager in the
Wimmera-Glenelg System –
www.storagemanager.com.au/

By Wimmera CMA
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How water is used in
the Wimmera-Mallee
10
11
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4

9

1
5
6
2
7
3

Wimmera Mallee Water Resource Plan | 17

Key:
Item Purpose of use

Method of take

Right or entitlement

1

Domestic and Stock Wimmera-Mallee pipeline. The water user typically
Supply by agreement (between water user and water corporation).
takes water from the pipeline and stores it in tank(s).

2

Traditional Owner

Wimmera-Mallee pipeline, groundwater bore or
instream release.

Section 8A of the Act for Traditional Owner groups to use water for traditional
purposes, where there is an agreement.

3

Environmental

Wimmera River in-stream release, and WimmeraMallee pipeline to wetlands.

Environmental outcomes are actively managed with held environmental water
under an environmental entitlement and minimum passing flows delivered under
bulk entitlements. *

4

Any

Rain collected from roofs.

Exempted from entitlement regime. People or businesses may collect and store
water that falls on their roof without seeking authorisation to collect, store and
use that water.

5

Any

Interception by a farm dam or ‘runoff dam’. People
or businesses may collect water running over their
land and store the water.

Right to take and use water under section 8 of the Act for domestic and stock uses.

Irrigation or
commercial

Wimmera-Mallee pipeline, interception by farm
dams or pump from a waterway.

Supply by agreement for Wimmera-Mallee pipeline.

Any

Groundwater extraction. People or businesses may
construct a bore (subject to authorisation under a
works licence) to pump groundwater.

Right to water under section 8 of the Act for domestic and stock use

6

7

A take and use licence issued under section 51 of the Act is required for all other
uses.

Take and use licence issued under section 51 of the Act for farm dams and
pumping from a waterway

Take and use licence issued under section 51 of the Act for all other uses

8

Plantation

Interception

Currently outside the entitlement framework

9

Regulating flows

Harvesting inflows and managing losses

Storage and system losses are effectively shared between the entitlement holders
as they are deducted before allocations are made. GWMWater holds a bulk
entitlement for losses associated with operating the Wimmera-Mallee Pipeline.

10

Recreational

Wimmera-Mallee pipeline for nominated
recreational lakes.

GWMWater holds a bulk entitlement for delivery to nominated lakes via the
Wimmera-Mallee Pipeline.

Headworks storages and waterways have shared
benefits.

No specific entitlement for shared benefits.

11

Town water supply

Wimmera-Mallee pipeline or divert from a waterway Bulk entitlement held by water corporation (no right or entitlement required by
individual households)

* Above cap water also contributes to environmental outcomes.
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Roles and responsibilities
Key points
• The Victorian Minister for
Water is accountable to
Parliament and responsible for
governance of the water
sector under the Victorian
Water Act and the Catchment
and Land Protection Act 1994.

Agencies with specific roles and responsibilities in
the Wimmera-Mallee WRP area are:
• GWMWater is both an urban and rural water
corporation. It manages and operates the
Wimmera–Glenelg supply system and take and
use licences whilst supplying most towns in the
Wimmera Basin and the bulk and environmental
entitlements.
• Urban water corporations supplying towns in the
area are Coliban Water and Central Highlands
Water.
• Mallee, Wimmera and North Central catchment
management authorities (CMAs) manage the
waterways, including the Wimmera-Mallee
wetlands, in the area.
• Victorian Environmental Water Holder (VEWH)
holds and manages environmental entitlements in
Victoria.
The following organisations also play an important
role in the Victorian water sector:

For more on roles and
responsibilities, see
Chapter 6 of the Draft
Wimmera-Mallee WRP:
Comprehensive Report.

• Essential Services Commission – responsible for
regulating the prices and service standards of
water businesses in Victoria
• Environment Protection Authority – helps protect
Victoria’s water environment
• Department of Health and Human Services –
safeguards drinking water supplies

Want to know more?
Water corporations –
www.water.vic.gov.au/waterindustry-and-customers/
water-corporations
CMAs – www.water.vic.gov.au/
waterways-and-catchments/
our-catchments/catchmentgovernance
EPA Victoria – www.epa.vic.gov.
au/your-environment/water
Department of Health and
Human Services – https://
www2.health.vic.gov.au/
public-health/water
Essential Services Commission
– www.esc.vic.gov.au/water/
projects/current-projects/
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Green Lake by 55Chris
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Water for the Environment
Key points
• The Basin Plan sets objectives,
targets and principles for
environmental water that
guide the Commonwealth and
state environmental water
holders.
• Victoria’s existing powers and
functions for managing
environmental water align with
Basin Plan requirements.
• Environmental water is
provided in the WimmeraMallee area to the Wimmera
River and Wimmera-Mallee
wetlands.

For more on
environmental
watering, see Chapter
15 of the Draft
Wimmera-Mallee WRP:
Comprehensive Report.

Basin Plan
Water Resource Plans must document rules or
instruments that ensure that water for the
environment is protected. Throughout Victoria,
environmental water held in regulated river systems
is managed by the Victorian Environmental Water
Holder (VEWH). In unregulated systems, water is
available for the environment via local management
rules on take.

Environmental watering in the
Wimmera‑Mallee
In the Wimmera-Mallee, the main mechanism for
managing environmental outcomes through
watering is through the Wimmera and Glenelg
Rivers Environmental Entitlement, which includes
1,000 ML of water to specifically support WimmeraMallee wetlands. The (VEWH) holds and manages
this water. The Commonwealth Environmental Water
Holder (CEWH) also holds 28,000 ML for the
Wimmera River, provided through a supply-byagreement with Grampians Wimmera Mallee Water.
Each year, the VEWH’s Seasonal Watering Plan
outlines potential use of held environmental water
for waterways across the state, including those in
the Wimmera-Mallee. The amount of water that

waterways receive varies from year to year. Annual
conditions and the environmental objectives are all
considered during the planning process for
environmental watering by VEWH and CMAs, with
significant community consultation.
Environmental water within the Wimmera River
system helps support platypus, native fish species
such as catfish, flat-headed gudgeon, blackfish,
and Australian smelt, native crayfish, turtles,
riparian vegetation communities, and habitat for
aquatic and terrestrial wildlife.
Environmental Water in the Wimmera-Mallee
wetlands helps support watering holes for wildlife,
maintain vegetation and create shallow and deep
wetlands for waterbirds.

A river is considered to be
regulated if it has a major storage
or weir on it.
The Wimmera River is partly
regulated; the Avoca River is
unregulated.
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Want to know more?
Victorian Waterway
Management Strategy Chapter
3 – Environmental Water
Management www.water.vic.gov.au/
waterways-and-catchments/
rivers,-estuaries-andwaterways/strategies-andplanning
Water for Victoria, Chapter 3 –
Waterway and catchment health
– www.water.vic.gov.au/__data/
assets/pdf_file/0030/58827/
Water-Plan-strategy2.pdf
Victorian Environmental Water
Holder including the Seasonal
Watering Plan –
www.vewh.vic.gov.au/
Basin Plan annual environmental
watering priorities – www.mdba.
gov.au/managing-water/
environmental-water/basinannual-environmentalwatering-priorities
Commonwealth Environmental
Water Office – www.environment.
gov.au/water/cewo

Australian wood duck (foreground) and grey teal (background) in a wetland in
Watchem after an Environmental water delivery by Greg Fletcher at Wimmera CMA.
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Aboriginal values and uses

Key points
• The Basin Plan requires states
to have regard to Aboriginal
values and uses of water when
identifying Aboriginal water
objectives and outcomes in
WRPs.
• The Victorian Government’s
Aboriginal water policy, will
meet the requirements for
Aboriginal water as prescribed
in the Basin Plan. The Victorian
Government is vigorously
pursuing this policy.
• Aboriginal water objectives
and outcomes will be further
progressed in the final
Wimmera-Mallee WRP.

Importance of cultural values in the
Wimmera-Mallee
Caring for Country is the essence of Aboriginal social,
spiritual, economic and physical wellbeing, and the
basis of cultural lore. Local Traditional Owner and
Aboriginal community knowledge and expertise is
needed to deliver effective and well-targeted local
projects to identify Aboriginal water objectives and
outcomes for cultural values and uses.
In the heart of the WRP area, the Wimmera River
and the lakes and woodlands of the Wimmera and
Mallee plains have sustained the Wotjobaluk,
Jaadwa, Jadawadjali, Wergaia and Jupagalk
people for thousands of years.
Dja Dja Wurrung has an expressed aspiration that
rivers and waterways are healthy and meet the
needs of the Dja Dja Wurrung people and lands.
According to Dja Dja Wurrung, the rivers of Country

– including the Avon and Avoca in the WimmeraMallee WRP area – link their people to the past, and
provide for the future.

We have a huge connection to the
Wimmera River; it is a creation
story path and has a very special
place in our hearts. It is a major
part of who we are as people.”
- Aunty Nancy Harrison, Yanga Track
Wanjab, Gadjin and Murnong,2012
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River Scene by Aunty Nancy Harrison

My painting maps country and culture; all things
are connected and relate to creation. It shows all the
pathways and the highly significant Wimmera River
that comes out of a central camping area, with the
river being connected through our creator being
Tchingal the giant Emu and Purra the Kangaroo.
From this central campground, our people, as
represented by the male and female figures, hunted
throughout country to sustain family. This is how it
was done. There are tracks of lizards that are good
eating, as well as emus and kangaroos. This painting
shows what we hunted and ate. The footprints also
represent our people coming home to country. I learnt
about all this from family at Antwerp reserve and
from spending time with other Aboriginal artists in art
programs I participated in. I love to paint and express
how important country is.”
- Aunty Nancy Harrison, Yanga Track Wanjab, Gadjin and Murnong,2012

24 | Wimmera Mallee Water Resource Plan

Victoria’s Aboriginal Water Policy
Water for Victoria committed to
recognising the values that water has
for Traditional Owners and Aboriginal
Victorians. The Victorian Aboriginal
Water Program will:

The Victorian Government worked with Traditional
Owners and Aboriginal communities to develop the
Aboriginal Water Policy, announced in Water for
Victoria in October 2016. Chapter 9 of the
Comprehensive Report outlines:

• recognise Aboriginal values and
objectives of water

• where Victoria’s policy meets Basin Plan
requirements

• include Aboriginal values and
traditional ecological knowledge in
water planning
• support Aboriginal access to water
for economic development; and
• build capacity to increase Aboriginal
participation in water management.

• matters specific to the Wimmera-Mallee WRP
area; and
• current gaps and how these will be addressed.
The final WRP will reflect the voices of Traditional
Owners and Aboriginal communities in the
Wimmera-Mallee, and through consultation, help
guide how best to deliver cultural, social, spiritual
and environmental benefits for the region.

Want to know more?
Water for Victoria, Chapter 6
– Recognising and managing
Aboriginal values – www.water.
vic.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_
file/0030/58827/Water-Planstrategy2.pdf
Aboriginal Victoria –
www.vic.gov.au/
aboriginalvictoria.html
Barengi Gadjin Country Plan
– www.bglc.com.au
Dja Dja Wurrung Country Plan
– www.djadjawurrung.com.au
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The Ranch in Dimboola is a historical place of significance, and is owned and managed by the Barengi
Gadjin Land Council Aboriginal Corporation on behalf of local Traditional Owner groups. In the past,
the riverside site was home to many Aboriginal people from the Wimmera district and beyond, many
who moved to the site when the Ebenezer Mission at Antwerp closed in 1904. The river gums and
billabong at the Ranch (pictured), and the adjacent Wimmera River characterise the importance of
water and landscape in Aboriginal culture.

Billabong on Barengi Gadjin Land Council
Native Title land near Dimboola
by Natasha Docking.
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Water for recreation
Key points
• Waterways in the WimmeraMallee WRP area are highly
valued by residents and
visitors and are widely used for
recreational activities such as
fishing, camping, swimming,
boating, bushwalking and
wildlife watching.
• The Wimmera-Mallee WRP
area is the only region in
Victoria that has a dedicated
recreational water
entitlement.
• The Basin Plan does not have
specific requirements for
water for recreation, however
Water for Victoria proposes
actions to improve
recreational outcomes for
communities in Victoria’s
waterways.

Rivers, weir pools, storages and lakes are an integral
part of community life throughout the WimmeraMallee WRP area. They provide social, recreational
and environmental benefits for the community and
attract tourists. They are also valued as a source of
water for firefighting.
The storages are highly valued for recreation as are
the nominated recreational lakes, which can receive
water under GWMWater’s recreational entitlement.
Storages with recreational facilities are Bellfield,
Fyans, Lonsdale, Taylors, Green and Wartook lakes
and Moora Moora, Toolondo and Rocklands reservoirs.
GWMWater, as the storage manager for the
Wimmera-Glenelg System is required to provide
opportunities for recreation activities in the reservoirs
and rivers across the region where it is compatible
with other system management objectives.
Much has been done in the Wimmera-Mallee WRP
area to improve access to water for recreation. It is
the only region in Victoria with a dedicated
recreational water entitlement – a portion of
GWMWater’s bulk entitlement (see below).
Water for Victoria included the following
recreational water projects in the Wimmera-Mallee
WRP area:
• Donald Weir Pool – investigations and works to

provide water supply at a weir pool on the
Richardson River at Donald.
• Taylors Lake – improved access and recreational
facilities at this water storage.
• Green Lake near Sea Lake – studies and business
case to address seepage issues preventing
delivery of recreational water to this site.

Recreational water entitlement
The Wimmera-Mallee has a unique 3,090 ML
entitlement to supply water for recreation in priority
lakes and weir pools throughout the area as part of
GWMWater’s bulk entitlement.
Recreational water bodies that can be supplied by
the entitlement include Beulah Weir Pool, Brim Weir
Pool, Donald Caravan Park, Green Lake (Sea Lake),
Lake Lascelles (Hopetoun), Lake Marma (Murtoa),
Tchum Lake (Birchip), Walkers Lake (Avon Plains),
Warracknabeal Weir Pool, Watchem Lake and
Wooroonook Lake.
Each year GWMWater must decide how to distribute
water available under its recreational entitlement to
individual lakes. The GMWater Regional Recreation
Water Users Group, made up of community
representatives, provides advice to the GWMWater
Board on recreational water distribution and
management.
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Want to know more?
Water levels and storages for
recreational activities –
www.gwmwater.org.au/
customers/recreational-lakes
Water for Victoria, Chapter 7 –
Recognising Recreational Values
– www.water.vic.gov.au/__data/
assets/pdf_file/0030/58827/
Water-Plan-strategy2.pdf
Storage Management Rules
– www.storagemanager.com.
au/about-the-storagemanager/storagemanagement-rules

Taylors Lake boat ramp by 55chris.
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