WESTERN PORT HIGHWAY UPGRADE
MARCH 2021

Planning and the environment
We’re replacing two roundabouts
along Western Port Highway with
traffic lights to ease congestion
and improve journey reliability
for road users.

Planning Schemes are statutory
documents which set out objectives,
policies and provisions for the use and
development of land in a local area and
are required to change specific planning
controls to build major projects.

To have your say about the projects,
visit bigbuild.engage.vic.gov.au/hallwesternport or call us on 1800 105 105
or email contact@roadprojects.vic.gov.au

Planning is underway

The Planning Scheme Amendment (PSA)
documentation is available for you to
view and provide comment.

More information about
Planning Schemes is available
at planning.vic.gov.au

This will be an opportunity for your
view to be considered by the Minister
for Planning as part of the planning
for this Project.

Image above: Western Port Highway /
Ballarto Road intersection

Before we begin construction on the
Western Port Highway Upgrade, we’ll
seek an amendment to the Casey and
Frankston Planning Schemes under
Section 20, Part 4 of the Planning and
Environment Act 1987.
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What the Planning Scheme
Amendment involves
We’ll ask the Minister for Planning to amend the Planning Schemes
for the land required for the Project to:
• permit the construction of the
project by applying a Specific
Controls Overlay (SCO) to a
specific project area.
• exempt us from applying for
individual planning permits for
the removal of trees or reconstruction
of fences and driveways via an
Incorporated Document. The
Incorporated Document will
include controls and conditions
for the project area to ensure MRPV
follows the correct processes.

The land required for the Project is
already reserved within an existing
Planning Acquisition Overlay (PAO).
We understand land acquisition is
a sensitive topic, and we’ll only seek
to acquire land that is needed to
build the upgrade.
We have contacted landowners that
may be impacted by a PAO.

Managing the environment

The Planning Scheme
Amendment process
Major Road Projects Victoria
seeks community and stakeholder
feedback about the Planning
Scheme Amendment (March 2021)

Consultation report developed
incorporating feedback from the
community and key stakeholders
(April 2021)

What will the Specific Control Overlay (SCO) and
Incorporated Document allow for?

Major Road Projects Victoria submits
to Minister for Planning for approval
(May 2021)

Inserting an Incorporated Document into
a Planning Scheme means the Project
can progress without the need for
additional planning approvals, as long
as conditions are met to the satisfaction
of the Minister for Planning. These
conditions can include aspects such
as environmental management, local
heritage and biodiversity.

Amendment considered and
decision made (Mid to late 2021)

We'll still continue to engage extensively
with the community as we continue to
develop the design, considering your
feedback and needs.
The proposed Incorporated Document
and SCO for the Project will apply to
land within the road reserve, to existing

Public Acquisition Overlay and any land
temporarily required for construction,
car parking, service reconnection and
temporary road closures.
Land temporarily required to deliver
the Project will be returned in its original
condition after the upgrade is complete.
The proposed Incorporated
Document and SCO will only apply
for the purpose of delivering the
Western Port Highway Upgrade.
The draft Incorporated Documents
and other project information are
available at bigbuild.engage.vic.gov.au/
hall-westernport

If approval received, construction
will begin (Early 2022)

We’ll combine community feedback
with feedback from Council and other
stakeholders and submit it to the
Minister for Planning for their approval
under Section 20(4) of the Planning and
Environment Act 1987.

We understand that the local habitat
and environment is important to
the community. We’re undertaking
assessments of local flora and fauna
and we're also engaging experts to
assess how the Project may affect the
local environment including:
• biodiversity, including protected fauna
and native vegetation in the local area
• wetlands
• trees.

Protecting native
vegetation and trees
We share the value the community
places on the environment and we aim
to sensitively balance our impact on the
environment with the need to improve
traffic flow in the area.

Our design aims to avoid tree removal
wherever possible, while minimising
impacts on wildlife and the broader
environment. We’ll continue to work
with independent ecologists, zoologist
and arborists to identify trees that
can be retained and trees that require
protection during construction.
The design will include features such
as culverts and small underpasses as
well as fauna crossings above the road
to allow wildlife to move safely through
the area. We’ll identify the key locations
for crossing points as we finalise the
project design.
We’ll complete an Environmental
Management Framework for the Project,
which will include Environmental
Management Requirements we must
adhere to during construction. This will
be approved by the Minister for Planning
prior to construction commencing.
We’ll also develop Environmental
Management Systems and Construction

Environment Management Plans
to comply with the Environmental
Management Requirements, which
will include:
• offset plans to manage the removal
of native vegetation
• processes to manage the potential
impacts to ecological important sites,
including the wetlands that are close
to the Ballarto Road intersection
• opportunities for fauna
enhancements and tree protection
• tree and habitat surveys to identify
and safely relocate wildlife
• timber reuse opportunities for
landscaping and revegetation
projects
• develop a landscaping strategy with
input from key stakeholders and the
local community
• providing mulch and other salvaged
timber to local community groups,
schools and businesses.

Have your say
We understand that planning
matters can be complex, and
we would be happy to discuss
them with you.

As part of the process, the community
and other interested parties have
an opportunity to provide feedback
on the design and raise issues about
the Project.

Your feedback helps us better
understand your needs.

You can participate in this process
by submitting your feedback to us
in writing or online.

We’ll combine your feedback in a report
and submit the report to the Minister for
Planning as part of a formal request to
amend the relevant Planning Schemes.
To have your say about the project,
visit bigbuild.engage.vic.gov.au/hallwesternport or call us on 1800 105 105
or email contact@roadprojects.vic.gov.au.

Contact us
1800 105 105
 ajor Road Projects Victoria
M
GPO Box 4509, Melbourne VIC 3001

Follow us on social media
@roadprojectsvic
For languages other than English,
please call 9209 0147

Please contact us if you would like this
information in an accessible format
If you need assistance because of a hearing or
speech impairment, please visit relayservice.gov.au
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