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Glossary of key terms

	Term
	Definition

	Landscape
	A landscape is a collection of parks and reserves which share common features and biosystems. Planning for entire landscapes rather than individual parks is accepted as a best-practice approach to land management.

	Management plan
	A management plan is a strategic planning document that Parks Victoria creates to define how each park or group of parks will be managed. It applies the relevant legislation and government strategies, defines how activities are permitted and controlled in parks now and in the future, and priorities for management of environmental and cultural values.

	Traditional Owner
	Traditional Owners is a term used to describe the descendants of the original Aboriginal or Torres Strait islander peoples who inhabited an area. The Traditional Owners for Gariwerd are descendants of the Jadawadjali and Djab Wurrung​ people.

	Gariwerd 
	Gariwerd is the Traditional Owner name for the area that includes Grampians (Gariwerd) National Park and surrounding reserves. 

	Aboriginal cultural heritage or Traditional Owner cultural heritage
	Aboriginal cultural heritage means Aboriginal places, Aboriginal objects and Aboriginal ancestral remains. Traditional Owners of Gariwerd prefer it to be called Traditional Owner cultural heritage in this plan.

	Cultural landscape
	The term ‘cultural landscape’ is a perspective for understanding Country and is used to signify the dynamic interactions between people and Gariwerd. This includes the management and modification of the natural environment over time, which shapes how we manage and interact with the parks and reserves in the landscape going forward.

	Aboriginal or cultural place
	An Aboriginal place is an area in Victoria or the coastal waters of Victoria that is of cultural heritage significance to Aboriginal people generally or a particular group or community of Aboriginal people of Victoria. Traditional Owners of Gariwerd prefer it to be called a cultural place in this plan. 

	Tangible cultural heritage
	Tangible cultural heritage relates to the physical, material evidence of Aboriginal occupation that exists across Australia and Victoria, including over much of the Parks Victoria managed estate.

	Intangible cultural heritage
	Intangible cultural heritage relates to spiritual connections to Country and the land, to cultural stories and to past and present activities of cultural and social significance to Aboriginal people. These intangible elements are connected and interrelated to specific places, and in turn to tangible heritage. An Aboriginal place can have intangible heritage values if, for example, there is a particular ceremonial, cultural or spiritual story or events connected to a particular landscape or place on Country.
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Parks Victoria, Gunditj Mirring Traditional Owners Aboriginal Corporation, Eastern Maar Aboriginal Corporation, and Barengi Gadjin Land Council Aboriginal Corporation have prepared a draft management plan for the Gariwerd landscape. This landscape includes Grampians (Gariwerd) National Park and adjacent parks and reserves.

The existing Grampians National Park Management Plan released in 2003 is over 15 years old. 
In that time, bushfires, floods, increasing visitor numbers and park use, have all impacted the landscape. Approaches to environmental and cultural heritage management have also evolved over this time.
A new plan, the Greater Gariwerd Draft Landscape Management Plan (the draft plan), will underpin strategic directions for the Gariwerd landscape over the next 15 years to ensure that this it is preserved for future generations to enjoy.
This draft plan also reflects the journey Parks Victoria and the broader community is undergoing to understand Traditional Owners’ connection to the land and supporting their rights and responsibilities to care for their Country.
This document has been prepared to provide a summary of the key elements of the draft plan and outline the proposals suggested to improve the management of the landscape. The full draft plan is available to download on the Engage Victoria website - https://engage.vic.gov.au/gariwerd-management-plan. 
If you would like to request a hard copy of the plan, please email parkplan@parks.vic.gov.au or call 13 19 63. 

About the landscapeGariwerd is a member of our family – like our grandmother, our mother, our sister, our daughter. This acknowledgement is important to us. This is not just park management to our people. This is the return of a stolen family member. This is why it is so important to decolonise the management of land, water, fire, wildlife and the place names of our bio-cultural landscapes. Our reunion with Gariwerd reaffirms our obligations to look after our family member, our Country.




For more than 22,000 years Gariwerd has been the living, hunting, gathering, cultivating, ceremonial, Dreaming Country and territory of Jadawadjali and Djab Wurrung language groups and their ancestors. They pass down stories about how the land was created, along with teachings on how to care for Country. 
Today Grampians (Gariwerd) National Park is one of the best known and most significant parks in Victoria. The park’s cultural and natural values are recognised as having outstanding significance to the nation through its inclusion on the National Heritage List. It is a symbolic Aboriginal cultural landscape, an ecological wonderland and an important visitor attraction for the region owing to its beautiful vistas, natural features, remoteness and stunning flora and fauna.
The Gariwerd landscape, however, extends beyond the National Park and includes Black Range State Park, Black Range Scenic Reserve, Red Rock Bushland Reserve, Mount Talbot Scenic Reserve, Brady Swamp State Game Reserve and a small number of other adjacent reserves.
The whole landscape has cultural meanings and associated values for Traditional Owners, with ‘Country’ referring to all parts of the land, its waters, skies, living species and associated stories. The rocky outcrops, gullies and streams of this landscape are more than geographic features for Traditional Owners; they are signs of the Dreaming and links with the past. The mountains, forests, rivers, valleys and wetlands of Gariwerd are abundant with a rich diversity of plant and food resources that Traditional Owners have been cultivating and harvesting for millennia.
Vision and themes of the draft plan

A shared vision has been drafted with input from both Traditional Owners and the community. It reflects the significance of the landscape, expresses natural, cultural and community values, as well as the partnerships needed to achieve it. This shared vision will underpin strategic planning for the landscape over the next fifteen years. 
Gariwerd — Symbolic, Spiritual, Healing
Gariwerd is a Traditional Owner cultural landscape, celebrated by the whole community for its continued connection with Traditional Owners, reflecting their voice, knowledge, history, heritage and cultural practices. Managed for thousands of years of use by the People of Gariwerd, the landscape retains a wealth of significant cultural values and layers of history that continues to be shaped through the process of cultural renewal and strengthening of connection to Country.
Country has been impacted by past land uses and natural disasters and is now recovering under the guidance of its Traditional Owners. Gariwerd continues to be a spiritual and healing place for all, a home to thriving communities of native plants and animals and a source of life-giving water to many neighbouring and distant communities.
Gariwerd’s Traditional Owners welcome people to experience the awe of its inspiring places and learn how their culture and the environment are intrinsically linked. It is a premier destination for recreational and cultural experiences, a place to respectfully enjoy and connect with nature, a treasured location to quietly relax or participate in a range of adventures. All use of the land is managed in a way that protects Gariwerd and its values.
The community works with Traditional Owners, helping Care for Country and sharing the benefit of Healthy Country. Traditional Owner knowledge and science work together to provide insight into Gariwerd and the protection of its values ensuring Country continues to heal and build resilience.

Each paragraph of the Vision guides a theme and subsequent chapter in the draft plan. 
The themes of the draft plan are:
A living, cultural landscape
This chapter describes Gariwerd as a living, cultural landscape to be celebrated and protected. It identifies strategies that can be taken together to recognise, preserve and celebrate the culture and heritage of Gariwerd.
Healthy Country
This chapter describes the ecological values of Gariwerd and directions to conserve and enhance these. It identifies strategies that can be implemented in partnership with Traditional Owners and other partners in caring for and improving the health of Country.
Experiencing Gariwerd
This chapter presents a range of strategies that support recreation and the flow-on economic benefits it provides, while balancing the protection of park values. It acknowledges and promotes the connection between a healthy environment and a healthy society.
Caring for Country together
This chapter highlights the importance of active partnerships and good data for future park management. Long-standing partnerships with research institutions, neighbouring landholders, local businesses and community groups will help to ensure land management programs achieve shared goals and mutual benefits, both within and outside the park.
Eastern Pygmy Possum

Strategies for improving the management of the landscape

The draft plan includes many strategies to manage the landscape over the next 15 years. They include:
Maintaining zoning that indicates the priorities in different parts of parks and reserves and the types and levels of use appropriate in those areas. This reduces potential conflicts between uses and activities, or between activities and the protection of the values of parks and reserves. It also provides a basis for assessing the suitability of future activities and development proposals.
Protecting and enhancing the exceptional biodiversity and natural values in the landscape. The draft plan adopts the strategies in the Grampians (Gariwerd) Conservation Action Plan, with a focus on pest reduction and management.
Protecting cultural values in the landscape including rock arts, quarry sites and also cultural practices. 
Managing fire with the Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning, who are developing strategies to manage fuels across public and private land, bringing together local knowledge and values with world-leading bushfire science and modelling capability.
Providing an enjoyable and respectful ‘visitor experience’ for all visitors. The goal is to ensure that people experience the many benefits of being in parks while gaining an understanding of the need for protecting the cultural and environmental values that make each park special.
Continuing to build and strengthen partnerships with Traditional Owners, government agencies, scientists and community. These partnerships enhance Parks Victoria’s management by increasing our knowledge and capacity to protect the landscape.
The draft plan also includes substantially new management strategies that reflect our greater understanding of the landscape, its cultural significance, and changes to visitation and use since the previous 2003 plan. 
These key proposals for improving the management of the landscape are outlined in the next few pages. They have been grouped under the chapter themes outlined in the previous page.  
A living, cultural landscape
Recognising cultural value of the landscape and increasing education and interpretations. Gariwerd has been the living, hunting, gathering, cultivating, ceremonial, Dreaming Country and territory for Traditional Owners for thousands of years. All parts of the Gariwerd landscape have cultural meaning and value – the land, its waters, skies, the plants and animals. The draft plan proposes many strategies to ensure the landscape becomes a place of learning for Traditional Owners, visiting Aboriginal peoples, locals, visitors and tourists. This includes improving Brambuk – The National Park and Cultural Centre, establishing protocols for how visitors are welcomed to Country, updating education programs to show Gariwerd as a place of cultural learning and knowledge sharing, and increasing cultural information on signs and interpretation materials.  

Recognising and respecting the cultural rights of Traditional Owners to access Country for cultural and economic purposes and practices. As part of the process of continuing cultural renewal and strengthening reconnection to Country it is important that Traditional Owners are able do activities at relevant cultural places. These activities may require exclusive access to cultural places including campsites at particular times of the year. The draft plan proposes to support this by developing processes that allow tailored booking and access for Traditional Owners where appropriate. 

Proposal to recognise and use the Traditional Owner names for places. The names of places can help us to value, understand and celebrate their history. Many places in the landscape have had Traditional Owner names for thousands of years. Knowing and using these Traditional Owner names will help people understand the continuity, presence and importance of Gariwerd as a cultural landscape. The draft plan proposes to promote and encourage the use of Aboriginal language in the naming of roads, features and places throughout the landscape. This process of using Aboriginal names will take time and will happen in collaboration with Traditional Owners.  The draft plan acknowledges how important it is that names are clear for emergency services management and includes strategies to ensure this is considered in the naming process.

Proposal for new zones and overlays. Zones and overlays are a key way to manage what should and should not happen in different parts of the landscape. The draft plan proposes one new zone and three new overlays to improve the management of the landscape and its important environmental and cultural values. 
The new zones are:
The Cultural Conservation Zone will protect areas where the highest cultural values are found, including related natural processes and biodiversity. Appropriate recreation and tourism will be permitted in these areas but will have close management to ensure they are sensitive to the identified values.
The Sky Country Overlay recognises the skies over Gariwerd landscape and provides guidance to minimise light pollution so that visitors can gaze at the stars.
The Natural Quiet Overlay recognises the ecological and social benefit of natural quiet areas where there is little or no noise from human activities. The overlay coincides with areas important for habitat and species protection. 
The Cultural Activity Overlay will support cultural strengthening and renewal and reconnection to Country by protecting key sites where Traditional Owners may create new rock art in the landscape or that can be used for the return and repatriation of cultural material and ancestral remains.
These new zones and overlays are in addition to the ones already used. 

Healthy Country

Proposal to use traditional cultural land management practices. For more than 22,000 years, Traditional Owners have cared for the Gariwerd landscape. The proposal is to return to using traditional ways of managing the landscape to improve the health of Country. Two key traditional cultural land management practices that are proposed are:
The reintroduction of cultural fire practices and collaborating with Traditional Owner corporations for fire management.
Working with water and catchment authorities to improve knowledge of the Traditional Owner cultural ecology of waterways in the landscape.
This proposal will improve the resilience of the landscape and wellbeing of Traditional Owners. 

Proposals to protect and re-introduce native fauna. The Gariwerd landscape has changed a lot since the arrival of European settlers, who disturbed the natural ecosystem and health of the landscape. Learning from Traditional Owners, the draft plan proposes strategies to investigate re-introducing native animals into the landscape including the Dingo, Eastern Quoll, and Spot-tailed Quoll. These re-introductions will create benefits for cultural renewal and contribute to threatened species management. In addition to re-introducing animals the draft plan outlines strategies to minimise human disturbance of priority habitats, manage fire in critical ecosystems and manage the number of pest animals such as goats and cats.

Experiencing Gariwerd

The significance of the Gariwerd landscape, particularly Grampians National Park, to both Victorian and local tourism is acknowledged by land managers. The draft plan includes a Visitor Experience Framework to describe the diversity of visitor experiences offered in parks. Visitor Experience Areas (VEAs) define broad precincts of visitor use, which are used to focus priorities and planning directions. VEA scale planning ensures that visitor opportunities are located appropriately, activities are relevant to current trends, are managed to minimise impacts on the park and are supported by an appropriate level of service and information. The key strategies outlined in the proposed under the VEAs are:
Options to improve the management of the ‘central corridoor’ (Halls Gap to Wartook) including updates for Mackenzie Falls, expanded use of Zumsteins for camping, and trialling shuttlebus services. 
Strategies for enhancing the benefits of the Grampians Peaks Trail including creating north and south gateways, enhancing linkages to the existing track network, connections to off park accommodation and a guided walking experiences including cultural tours led by Traditional Owners.
Reinvigorating Brambuk to make it and cultural tourism as key draw card to the area. 
In addition to updated VEAs and including the Grampians Peaks Trail, the draft plan also proposes the following strategies for improving management of camping and rock climbing. 

Proposal for designated camping only in the landscape. Dispersed (bush) camping is currently allowed in the Gariwerd landscape. Over the years growing visitation to the park has increased the number and size of informal camp sites. Due to the unplanned nature of dispersed camping it can have a big impact on cultural and natural values and create safety risks, for example; vegetation loss, soil compaction, uncontained campfires, tree risk and poorly managed human waste. Through the draft plan development, it was determined that dispersed camping is no longer sustainable; the proposal is that people will only be able to camp in designated campsites. The draft plan proposes an increase in the overall number of designated camping areas providing a range of camping experiences. This includes formalising some of the current popular dispersed campsites so people can continue to use them.

Proposals for managing rock climbing in a sustainable way. Grampians (Gariwerd) National Park is nationally and internationally recognised for its world-class rock climbing. To date, development of the sport within the park has been mainly unplanned and has now reached a point where a new planned approach is needed. This is because it is common in Gariwerd for popular climbing routes to be in places where special values are present such as rock art and quarrying sites.  To ensure rock climbing can continue but in a low-impact and sustainable way, the draft plan proposes the following:
Allow climbing in designated areas that have been assessed for cultural and natural values, and therefore where it has been determined that the activity can take place with low impact. 
To climb in the designated areas, climbers will be asked to obtain a climbing permit (at no cost and valid for one year). The purpose of this permit is to provide a mechanism to keep climbers updated about how and where they can climb in the landscape and to ensure everyone is aware of the conditions specific to climbing in the Gariwerd landscape. 
For areas where climbing cannot continue due to the presence of significant cultural or natural values, rehabilitation may be necessary to remove the impacts of unauthorised tracks, soil compaction, vegetation loss and bolting.
Once the plan is finalised no new climbing areas will be established. 
No fixed anchors can be made in the landscape without the consent of land managers. Temporary protection will be allowed.
Use of appropriate coloured chalk only, not white chalk.
Rock climbing competitions will not be allowed in the landscape due to the higher number of users present at a location during a competition. 
The aim of this approach is to support climbing in the park while protecting important natural and cultural values.

Proposal for managing bouldering in a sustainable way. Bouldering is a form of rock climbing that has become very popular in recent years.  Compared to traditional and sport climbing, bouldering can have a greater impact on cultural and natural values due to the activity being conducted closer to ground level, extending along and around the base of rock features, and the use of mats. Because it is closer to the ground, places that are good for bouldering can coincide with the areas that were used as rock shelters by Traditional Owners. Rock art, quarries and other cultural heritage are more likely to be found in rock shelter areas. 
To allow bouldering to occur in a low-impact and sustainable way, the draft plan proposes the following:
Bouldering and the use of bouldering mats will only be allowed in some designated climbing areas where the potential impacts to natural and cultural values can be managed. 
Bouldering will not be allowed in Remote and Natural Areas
Bouldering competitions will not be allowed in the landscape due to the higher number of users present at a location during a competition.
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How to find out more and provide feedback on the draft plan

This plan is a draft. Both Parks Victoria and the Traditional Owners want to hear your feedback. All feedback will be carefully considered in preparing a final management plan for approval.
All information about the plan can be found on  the Engage Victoria website – www.engage.vic.gov.au/gariwerd-management-plan
People are also encouraged to attend a community information session to learn more about what is in the draft plan and discuss the proposals in depth. Due to current health restrictions, these are mostly online. 
You can register for a community information session via Engage Victoria or by calling 13 19 63.
[bookmark: _GoBack]To provide written feedback you can complete a survey on Engage Victoria or email a submission to parkplan@parks.vic.gov.au 
Electronic submissions are preferred, but if you wish you can mail written comments to:
Attention: Manager Park Planning
Parks Victoria, 
Level 10, 535 Bourke Street Melbourne VIC 3000 
Feedback and submissions will be accepted until Sunday 24 January 2021. 
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