23 January 2018
To whom it may concern,

I am writing to you with concerns about the new Yumbah Abalone farm that is
proposed for the Dutton Way area just East of Portland Victoria. After reading
the biosecurity plan written and lodged by Yumbah I have grave concerns. My
concerns are numerous but I will point out my major issues.
Yumbah have stated they have completed an independent survey of the water
inlet and waste water discharge area. To my surprise they state that the proposed
inlet and discharge area does not hold commercial quantities of Abalone, and is
not part of the wild harvest area. They evidence this by their independent survey,
which claims only 16 greenlip abalone were found in their transect area.
However, this is not the case. Our vessels carry data loggers and GPS
positioning equipment which logs every abalone caught and geo references catch
locations. I have attached the mapping from my vessel here from one day of
diving which is overlaid on the transect area in question (from Yumbah’s
assessment report) and you will see that I covered only a small percentage of the
total area and harvested 60kg (approximately 120 abalone) of high grade greenlip
abalone in 1 hour with only 1 metre of visibility. The habitat in this area is
excellent habitat for greenlip abalone to reproduce and to be harvested.
The Dutton Way area has historically produced good commercial catches of
greenlip abalone. The records of these catches are readily available from the
Victorian Fisheries Authority. The area is also extensively dived by recreational
divers who catch numerous greenlip abalone from the shallow inshore reef areas.
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The survey carried out by Yumbah was done by Kina Diving Services. This
company is operated by Johhno Rudge who is the brother of the Yumbah
General Manager Tim Rudge. Johhno Rudge is a very experienced and
competent abalone diver. I am at a loss as to how only 16 abalone could have
been located on their survey. In the interests of independence we request that a
further survey be carried out by a company appointed by the EPA.
My other concern is stated in their assessment report. They state that it is highly
likely that a disease outbreak will occur again over the period of this new farms
operation. The AVG virus left the Wild Harvest sector decimated 12 years ago
and it is widely acknowledged that the first outbreak of the disease occurred on
the Yumbah sister farm at Portland. A key recommendation from the findings of
the 2006 AVG outbreak was to never again let Abalone aquaculture farms have
inlet and discharge points that meet or could have immediate contact with wild
abalone.
I am happy to present this information and explain in more detail, but I ask you
to take this matter seriously. I request another independent survey of this area,
and to use our data from many years of commercially harvesting this very area.
Kind Regards,
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