West gate tunnel EES Group Submission
From Don’t Destroy Millers Rd.
Opening Statement
One of the West gate tunnel project’s main objectives is to ‘reduce freight and improve
safety on local streets’, to improve local air quality and a reduction of noise. As a
group of concerned Brooklyn and Altona North residents, we believe 4 of the 5 themes
within the EES – Traffic and Transport, Physical Environment, Human health and
amenity, and Community have been completely overlooked. We believe this project is
detrimental to the communities of the entire Inner West, but in particular Brooklyn and
Altona North in Hobsons Bay.
Minister for Roads and Road Safety Luke Donnellan is quoted as saying: “We’ve listened
to the community every step of the way on this project, delivering the 24/7 truck bans that
the Inner west has been calling for to make residential streets safer and quieter”. And the
EES states a reoccurring mantra– ‘designed to relieve traffic pressure’ and ‘remove
trucks from residential areas’.
As residents of the Inner West, we recognise the need to provide better access to the
CBD and Port of Melbourne, to reduce the negative impacts of heavy vehicle traffic on
the Inner West residential areas and to improve the efficiency of freight movements.
However, from the information and data released as part of the EES, we do not believe
the West Gate Tunnel Project in its current design and planning meets the project’s
objectives. This project will not remove trucks from the Inner West, it will simply shift
them from the City of Maribyrnong to the City of Hobsons Bay.
Introduction to Brooklyn
Brooklyn is an industrial and residential suburb situated around Geelong Road 11 km
west of central Melbourne. A residential wedge was laid out in the early post war years,
which now sits between The Westgate Freeway to the South, Geelong Road to the North,
and Millers Road to the East. Today Brooklyn has 1,951 residents.

Table 1 – Age spread of Brooklyn and Altona North Residents

Landholder James Cherry built Brooklyn Lodge in the 1800s. The Guiding Star hotel and
the Half Moon hotels stood, and the rest of the land was used for farming and grazing.
The township had a post office and a school built in 1882.

A common misconception is that Brooklyn has always been an industrial area. In fact,
industry started moving in at least 20 to 40 years after the farming had begun with
quarries, and meat processing plants and the pig market moving to Brooklyn in 1938.
A migrant hostel was constructed on Millers road where a number of warehouses now
stand in 1949. Hundreds of families got their start in Australia there. The Hostel had a
large number of British Migrants, and it was here that they first formed the British
Migrant’s Association. Members worked together to construct timber house frames in a
woolshed at Brooklyn, before assembling them on house sites.

The Council Quarry, Brooklyn 1912

Brooklyn Migrant Hostel

The demand from the hostel brought on the construction of a new Brooklyn State School
in 1953 and operated until the early 90s. The Brooklyn West School was opened in
1960. Residential Brooklyn was thriving. The closure of the hostel for family
accommodation in 1967 and the loss of houses for construction of the Westgate
Freeway greatly reduced the local population, and the school closed. Brooklyn once
stretched to around Blackshaws Road before the new freeway carved the
neighbourhood in half.
The Catholic Annunciation School built in 1958 still stands today and is now the only
school operating in Brooklyn. A new childcare centre – Shine childcare has just opened
on Geelong Road, as demand is growing in an ever changing demographic. The
Halfmoon caravan park which operated on the corner of Millers Road and Francis Street,
was recently demolished in way for a new modern warehouse facility.
Fundamental to Brooklyn and Altona North’s functionality and liveability is Millers
Road. It is the main thoroughfare and connection of our suburbs to the majority of our
amenities. Millers Road contains a mix of residential and commercial properties, parks,
schools, churches, medical practitioners, and small businesses. It is also the home to
Cherry Lake, Altona North Library, Altona Gate Shopping centre, Millers Corner
shopping complex, Borrack Sq, & the 16 shops.
Don’t Destroy Millers Road
Don’t Destroy Millers Road are a group of residents from Brooklyn and Altona North. We
were formed with shared concerns of the many negative health, safety, social and
congestion problems brought on by this project. The release of the EES brought no
confidence in the West Gate Tunnel Project for these communities, whom have been left
with enormous fear and doubt to the negative impact this project will have on us.
This group submission reflects community feedback. The main concerns are around
Millers Road in Brooklyn and Altona North, and Blackshaws Road in Altona North.

Submission
We believe that Brooklyn and Altona North are to be the most severely affected suburbs
if this project is to go ahead, it will contribute to the many existing challenges and
problems, particularly in the three areas of health, safety and traffic congestion.
We oppose this project, as it offers no positive contribution to the residents of Hobsons
Bay. The project should not be awarded with planning approval due to the numerous
breaches of health and safety.
Theme 1: Traffic and Transport
The West Gate Tunnel authority claims the project would remove 9,300 trucks per day
off residential streets in the Inner West. However the EES contradicts this statement
with the fact that 7,000 trucks will be added to Millers Road alone, that is an increase of
147%, as well as a staggering increase of 271% in heavy commercial vehicles to
Blackshaws Road.

Table 2 – Increased traffic on local roads due to WGTP

Minister for Roads and Road Safety Luke Donnellan believes that Millers road was
designed to carry large numbers of trucks and heavy volumes of traffic.
This is a misleading statement, Millers road was not designed as a major trucking route.
It was first a two-way road, then widened and strengthened with concrete during the
war as a potential emergency runway. Even though trucks have been using it for many
years now, Millers Road was not designed with intention to carry 14,800 trucks a day.
At the present level of 4,500 trucks per day, Millers Road is already stretched to its
maximum capacity and threatens the safety of local residents. Many residents have
grave concerns about the danger of crossing Millers Road on a daily basis.
Turning West onto the Westgate Freeway can take up to four cycles or more before you
can get through. One B double truck would be lucky to make it before the lights turned
amber. Turning right out of the residential streets that run off Millers, you encounter the
same problem. 14,800 trucks per day will bring the road to a complete standstill.
Adding to this enormous increase to Millers Road, combined with an increase of 37,000
trucks to The Westgate Freeway, and a significant increase to Geelong road will
completely cut off the residents from everything and everyone.

The Brooklyn residential area will be surrounded and entrapped by an endless stream
of noise, pollution, vibration and gridlock.
Further to this congestion, the redevelopment of the Dons Small goods site in
Blackshaws Road – Precinct 15, and the Bradmills site in Francis Street – Precinct 17,
will bringing up to an additional 12,000 residents whose main access to the West Gate
Freeway will be Millers and Williamstown Road.
Once Precinct 15 is completed, HBCC modelling predicts the following:
Blackshaws Road
125% increase of 800 vehicles in the AM peak hour between Millers Road and Kyle Road
32% increase of 325 vehicles in the PM peak hour between Millers Road and Kyle Road
Millers Road
12% increase of 285 vehicles in the AM Peak Hour
28% increase of 675 vehicles in the PM Peak Hour
Melbourne Road = -175 vehicles (8.5% decrease) in the AM Peak Hour and -200
vehicles (7% decrease) in the PM Peak Hour.

Table 3 – Increased traffic on local roads due to Precinct 15

The figures provided by this study are based on the unconfirmed Melbourne Metro 2
project, assuming it will be operating with capacity to shift a significant amount of
commuters onto rail. It also does not take into account the increase from Precinct 17.
The WGTP has not figured the increases from the above mentioned precinct
redevelopments into its traffic modelling. The actual impact of the WGTP is a complete
contradiction to the EES statement of making the residential areas safer, quieter and
less polluted. We have significant concerns that the estimated increase in traffic from
the WGTP is enormously understated.

Melbourne is a global city that prides itself on being the worlds most liveable. It seems
that the WGTP planning authorities have not properly explored other transport options
such as new and improved train lines in the inner west.
The majority of the major and most recognised cities around the world from New York
to London, Paris to Tokyo etc all have efficient and modern train/metro lines that
service the city and its surrounding suburbs. Melbourne’s train system by comparison is
slow, crowded, vulnerable and very outdated, especially in the west.
The western suburbs are outpacing the infrastructure provided at an astronomical rate.
The roads are crowded, under severe stress, and already at breaking point. Areas like
Point Cook, and Wyndham are seeing unprecedented growth. Due to a very crowded
Werribee line, commuters rely on driving as their only realistic option.
UK Transport expert Dr William McDougall also has stated that the EES projections for
transport growth are incorrect and under estimated.
We do not endorse the Westgate Tunnel Project due to its inadequate planning and
flawed design, with no positive contribution to our communities except some improved
lighting and footpaths. However should the planning permit be granted despite the
proven negative impact and major traffic increases to Hobsons Bay and the Inner West:
Don’t Destroy Millers Road calls for a complete truck ban on Millers Road unless
they have an origin or destination in Brooklyn or Altona North, and a complete
truck ban during the construction period.
Construct a dedicated on/off ramp with direct links to Somerville Road at an
improved Tottenham Parade, Cemetery Road and Cawley Road, as well as an
improved Grieve Parade, with links to the Western Ring Road, Dohertys road and
the Princess Freeway.
Construct a new North/South connection under the freeway to link the two sides
together at Precinct 15 and Precinct 17
The WGTP does not meet the vision of the future of integrated city and transport
planning. The liveability, health, functionality, economic and social impacts are
devastating to Brooklyn and Altona North. Brooklyn is one of Melbourne’s most
disadvantaged suburbs when it comes to public transport. We need public transport
such as trains and buses, not a gridlocked, tolled tunnel that encourages dependency on
cars and trucks.
The limited amounts of buses that service our communities are frequently late and
unreliable. Forcing them to compete for space with 14,800 trucks per day will further
exacerbate the problem. A total percentage of 3.4% of residents from Brooklyn use bus
services. Members of the community show a lack of confidence in the bus services, as
“the bus services are slow, unreliable and it’s easier to just drive.”
A total percentage of 70.3% of people from Brooklyn drive to work.

Table 4 – Method of travel

The WGTP states that the new tunnel and elevated roads will connect people of the West
with jobs and services, with growth and productivity.
It is estimated that up to 3,500 vehicles per hour will use the city bound elevated
Footscray Road to access the city. A main selling point of the project’s advertising is ‘a
second river crossing’. This is inaccurate; the river that the WGTP section crosses is not
the Yarra, but the Maribyrnong. This is not an alternative to the Westgate Bridge, rather
another bridge delivering thousands of vehicles to North Melbourne and the Docklands.
This will not reduce travel times; it will just clog the area, causing delays to the local
road and tram networks. The project’s cost of $5.5 billion and 12 years of extended tolls
to motorists of the existing Citylink roads is an enormous price to pay for something
that will deliver so little economic and practical return. The East West link will still need
to be constructed and the M1 corridor will still be congested.
The WGTP is not a project that is identified as a priority of Infrastructure Victoria. The
project is very flawed. Travel times are actually predicted to increase with the WGTP.

Table 5 – Travel times with and without the WGTP

The traffic report commissioned in 2006 and compiled by Sir Rod Eddington specifically
states that new roads should not deliver more traffic to the CBD.

Brooklyn and Altona North are growing suburbs, the roads are becoming more
congested, as greater numbers of families move in. Large blocks that once contained 2 or
3 people, are being knocked down and replaced with 4 dwellings housing 8 or more in
total. With this comes increased pressure for parking and congestion on the local roads.

Table 6 – Different types of Dwellings in Brooklyn and Altona North

It is not unusual for each dwelling to contain 2 or more vehicles.

Table 7 – Household vehicles

Constructing the WGTP and adding substantial amounts of trucks and vehicles to local
roads will only lead to unsustainable congestion and the problems that come with it.
One passenger train can remove 525 cars from the road. The money would be far better
invested in the Melbourne Metro 2, and putting freight onto rail. This project will not
deliver residents of Melbourne’s West closer to jobs, it will ensure we are further locked
into dependency on our cars.

The lack of information on toll points suggests the first toll point from the west would be
between Grieve Parade and Millers Rd, which would encourage rat running through
inner west residential streets. This would affect the sensitive groups living on and
around Millers Rd and Blackshaws Rd. See figure below.

Table 8 – Brooklyn & Altona North residents considered to be in the sensitive category
Don’t Destroy Millers Road calls for no tolls on the Westgate Freeway, and to
reduce rat running through our local streets and law enforcement to monitor and
penalise rat running.
Changes since submission lodged:
The announcement of the Port Rail Shuttle put back on the agenda,
The banning of trucks on Blackshaws Road and Hudsons Road,
The recommendation of removing the toll point between Grieve Pd and Millers Rd
All of the above changes are positive and show that there is a high level of unsatisfied
community members who are very worried about this project.
The Port Rail Shuttle is a vital infrastructure project for Melbourne and Victoria and has
the full support of our community group. We believe that the WGTP does not meet the
objective of removing trucks from our local roads, however the Port Rail Shuttle project
does, in a far more efficient and environmentally beneficial manner. As two of the three
hubs are segregated from the metropolitan train network, this can be implemented
without affecting commuters. The Dandenong hub would need further investment in
upgrading the tracks, but this is money well spent and vital for future proofing public
transport in a growing area.
Don’t Destroy Millers Road calls for an immediate inquiry into how the Port Rail
Shuttle Project will affect the business case for the WGTP, and does Infrastructure
Victoria deem it to be money better spent
The newly announced truck bans on Blackshaws Road and Hudsons Road are a step in
the right direction to meeting the EES objectives of removing trucks from local roads
and has the support of our group. However we still have grave concerns for Millers road
and worry that it is still being asked to take the lion’s share of the traffic increases for
this project. The bans will not remove trucks, they will aide in redistributing them onto
Millers and Geelong Road. We call for Millers to still be included in these bans.

The toll point removal between Grieve and Millers is also supported by our group, as it
has been estimated to reduce the increased truck numbers on Millers road from 7,000 to
4,000. However, an increase of 4,000 trucks per day is till too high and brings the same
disadvantages and problems, be it at a reduced level.
It is yet to be seen how well Millers road could handle such an increase, but at current
levels of 4,500 trucks per day, plus the thousands of cars, our members can attest to the
fact we are already presented with a difficult and problematic daily struggle to enter and
exist the road, and just under doubling this amount will not be a minor change. We
believe Millers road should be expected to carry these current amounts however.
I have yet to hear a convincing argument as to why the Westgate Freeway is to be tolled.
It has a negative affect on the transport companies big and small, and appears to be for
one reason only – to fund the new tunnel project. As Transurban are a private company,
and this is an unsolicited bid, we do not believe they have the right to take a Freeway
which we already fund and put a toll on it. Transurban will receive all of the significant
amount of toll revenue that will flow from this project for many years to come, why
should it be at the expense of truck drivers and transport companies?
Don’t Destroy Millers Road again calls for no tolls on the Westgate Freeway at any
point and law enforcement to monitor and penalise rat running.
Theme 2: Physical Environment
Residents of Brooklyn and Altona North have existed side by side with industry for a
number of years, and at times it has not been easy.
An exceptional amount of effort has been put in to beautify and improve the
communities, such as a newly renovated park with a children’s playground and a
laneways project to name just a few. The WGTP will destroy this established and
growing community. It will lock the residents in and choke them with fumes.
The loss of Lynch Reserve for the construction period, and then a permanent reduction
in size of 34% is unacceptable. Brooklyn already has a limited amount of open green
spaces as it is. We see very little in terms of compensation for the theft of our cherished
public spaces. Will the residents around Lynch reserve have to put up with 5 years of
noise and disruption, only to be left with a smaller and almost unusable reserve? What
noise reduction strategies will be implemented to protect them? Will the work be
carried out at unsociable hours?
Don’t Destroy Millers Road calls for no work to be carried out at unsociable hours
at Lynch reserve, and for adequate noise protection between the construction
compound and residential area during the construction period.
Don’t Destroy Millers Road calls for improvements to crossings of Millers road
and Geelong Road, and lights and improved tracks along the Federation Trail.
With an enormous increase of traffic along Geelong road, what improvements to noise
barriers and vegetation will be installed between the highway and the service road?
Don’t Destroy Millers Road calls for adequate noise barriers and vegetation to
insulate the residents from the increased noise and air pollution along Geelong
Road and Millers Rd.

Theme 3: Human Health and amenity
Brooklyn is Melbourne’s most polluted suburb, and Australia’s 8th most polluted suburb.
The EPA has installed a monitoring station due to constant breaches by the industries
north of Geelong road. Brooklyn residents have the most foul and disgusting air in
Victoria.

EPA air monitoring reports can confirm the PM10 levels in Brooklyn already exceed the
healthy level. The addition of over 4,000 to 7,000 trucks per day will only add to this.
Emerging science has linked PM10 and PM2.5 to reduced lung function, increased rates
of asthma, cancer and a reduction in life expectancy. The Westgate Tunnel Project will
increase the PM2.5 levels by 88% and PM10 levels by 87% on Millers Road alone. The
Westgate Freeway itself is predicted to have an increase of 37,000 vehicles per day, add
to this, the increases on Millers Road and Geelong Road, and the WGTP will easily breach
its own PM standards, and put the residents in immediate and real danger.
Annunciation Primary is metres from Millers road. The children will now be
breathing in dangerous and illegal levels of truck fumes 5 days a week.
The Environmental Protection Authority’s Organisational Strategy states a philosophy
that includes : Vision – A healthy environment that supports a liveable and prosperous
Victoria, now and always.
Victoria’s Chief Environmental Scientist, Dr Andrea Hinwood is an accomplished
environmental scientist. Dr Hinwood has studied the WGTP EES using evolving
techniques to detect air quality impacts relevant to this project. Technical report G – Air
quality, states that 12 roads were selected to model PM2.5 and PM10 concentrations.
Three of the selected roads – The Westgate Freeway, Millers Road and Geelong Road all
show an increase in the maximum 24 hour average of PM10 concentration, and
Blackshaws Road, Millers Road and Geelong Road show an increase for PM2.5.
The EPA state - the current design along with the proposed truck bans results in a
redistribution of traffic & hence predicted increased air pollutant concentrations &
potential impacts along WG Freeway, Blackshaws Road, Millers Road & Geelong Road.

We do no believe that the impact of reduced air quality during construction and
operation on the community has been adequately assessed. The World Health
Organisation recommends that current efforts to reduce the numbers of UFPs in vehicle
emissions, in particular PM2.5 and PM10 should continue as the evidence being
gathered becomes clearer to the negative effects to human health.
Don’t Destroy Millers Road calls for permanent monitoring stations positioned on
Millers Road, Geelong Road, Blackshaws Road and The West Gate Freeway and
monitored, reported and managed by an independent expert in the field, to
ensure the legal and safe levels of PM2.5 and PM10 are not exceeded before,
during and after construction. If levels are breached, then measures and penalties
must be put in place and enforced to rectify the situation.
The air quality monitoring data must be made available to the public in real time
on an accessible website, and the program must continue through planning,
construction and five years after commencement of the project. The monitoring
must be in consultation with community.
The following picture describes the flow and pollutant dispersion patterns in a street
canyon and open road with and without different types of vegetation.

Don’t Destroy Millers Road calls for a vigorous study into the noise and health
affects the increased traffic will have for the 36 properties facing Millers Road,
and surrounding, and what mitigating measures can be implemented to reduce or
remove these dangerous and inconvenient levels of toxic fumes and noise.

The EPA states that noise impacts from roadside noise is a significant issue, and
predicted noise levels at a small number of buildings facing the West Gate Freeway are
predicted to exceed the project noise objective. The current design along with the
proposed truck bans result in predicted increased roadside noise impacts for residents
along Millers Road, Lynch Road, Derham Street and Railway place.
The current noise level of certain streets in Brooklyn such as Primula Avenue and
Richards Court according to the EES is approximately 61dBa to 65dBa, which
was measured in line with Vic Roads noise policy where measurements are to be taken
with minimal wind conditions. As the wind direction is NW on most days, the sound
level is far higher than what has been measured in a no wind environment.
Vic Roads policy states the maximum allowable noise is to be no more than 68dBa at
which time the noise walls are due to be upgraded. As the Westgate Tunnel is a new
project, why have Transurban only designed the sound walls to 63dBa which the ESS
states will be at their limit shortly after the project is completed in 2031? There is no
future proofing for increased traffic or durations of certain sound levels.
Vic Roads state that their noise walls were designed to 69dB at a time where the level of
noise was low (approximately 55dBa). This approach was taken to future proof the
installation for an increase in traffic, which is now over its life expectancy (25 years
for wooden sound walls by manufacture).
On the other hand, EPA’s noise criterion is 55dBa during daytime and 45dBa during
night regardless of wind conditions. This is for construction noise and other forms of
noise but why is there such a large difference in levels of permissible noise between EPA
and Vic Roads? Given that decibels are logarithmic this is a large difference. Did Vic
Roads came up with 68dBa as this is the average road traffic at 25m from a distributor
road? The State Government and Transurban have the ability to choose to design at
55dBa if desired allowing for future proofing of the noise barriers which this severely
disadvantaged community needs.
Don’t Destroy millers Road request that the Westgate Tunnel project design the
sound barriers to attenuate to 55dBA for our suburb given our unique situation.
3 major roads surround Brooklyn: Millers Rd, Geelong Rd and the Westgate Freeway. No
matter which direction the polluted wind blows we are surrounded by noise. The EES
also states an increase in noise for residents on Millers Road of up to 4dBa due to
the 7,000 additional trucks a day the project will funnel through Millers Rd. We feel the
project has catered for many others and have completely disregarded Brooklyn in the
grand scheme of the design.
The EES has also not accounted for the increase in traffic for Geelong road, which is a
direct result of this project.
Don’t Destroy millers Road request sound attenuation to Geelong road.
The EES indicates a large construction compound within Brooklyn located at Lynch
Reserve however it has no detail on the noise generated, traffic route, if this compound
will be bound to EPA requirements and how it will be mitigated and policed.

The residents ask that Transurban and the State Government rethink the design around
the Brooklyn community, which has been identified in your own documentation as a
disadvantaged community.
The objective of the EES and the project itself is to take trucks off inner west local
streets and improve the lives of the adjacent community’s. What we have seen to date
fails both of those objectives and leaves Brooklyn as a waste land. Annunciation Primary
is metres from Millers road. It is unacceptable for local children to study in a noisy
environment 5 days a week. Emmanuel college and Marina aged care will face the same
problem in Blackshaws Road Altona North.
We do no believe that the impact of increased noise during construction and operation
on the community has been adequately assessed.
Don’t Destroy Millers Road again calls for a truck ban on Millers Rd, and a proper
investigation into the actual noise levels expected from the WGTP on Brooklyn.
Changes since submission lodged:
New noise walls announced for Croft Reserve, McIvor Reserve and Stony Creek reserve.
A quote from the Premier of Victoria website regarding new noise walls:
‘In direct response to community feedback, three additional noise walls to be built along
the busy West Gate Freeway to the benefit of local families, dog walkers and sporting clubs.
Some of the best noise walls in Victoria are being built for the West Gate Tunnel Project at
a level that goes above and beyond the standard for an existing motorway.’
And this from Minister Luke Donnellan:
“We’re building some of the best noise walls Victoria has ever seen to reduce traffic noise
for residents and people enjoying the beautiful parks and gardens of the inner west.”
“The West Gate Tunnel Project will slash the congestion, take trucks off local roads, and
make it quieter for people living nearby.”
Again we support these additions, but we are left asking why has Millers Road been
completely ignored yet again? We believe that little to no consideration has still been
given to the 36 properties along that 1km stretch, and those in the immediate area along
the side streets. If the government believe ‘only the best noise prevention’ is required
for some local families, dog walkers and sports clubs, why does it not extend to the
residents of Brooklyn and Altona North? Are they considered less important to this
government?
Amenity - The reduction in quality of life for Brooklyn residents will be catastrophic.
We already face a number of problems with access to public transport. The nearest train
lines are not within walking distance, which means residents without access to cars
need to rely on buses or bicycles. The buses (411, 412 and 232) that service our
community are frequently late and delayed as a result of a lack of bus lanes and
increasing traffic. We cannot see this improving with the addition of either 4,000 or
7,000 trucks per day.

Don’t Destroy Millers Road calls for a dedicated service lane for bus and
emergency purpose on Millers Rd and Westgate freeway to ensure the
productivity and efficiency of the public transport sector.
The majority of amenities for the Brooklyn community are on or around Millers Road,
such as shops, doctors and dentists, schools, parks and playgrounds. Our residents use
Millers Road everyday on most occasions. Getting on and off Millers road is already
problematic and unsafe; this project will further exacerbate the problem to crisis level.
Walking or cycling to Altona Gate from Brooklyn is dangerous, as there is nothing to
facilitate a safe crossing. There are no lights or Zebra crossings, it is done at your own
risk, and with the hope that vehicles will see you and slow accordingly.
Cutting us off from Millers road is like severing a main artery, Millers Rd is our suburbs
lifeline.
Theme 4: Community
Social – Brooklyn has very little in terms of cafes, corner shops, takeaways etc. The vast
majority of residents will travel to surrounding suburbs to meet for a coffee, childcare,
kinder and so forth. The WGTP will make these efforts to establish a community even
harder. For years the Brooklyn community have called for a café/coffee shop and
restaurants similar to what you may find in Yarraville, Seddon or Williamstown.
We are concerned about the lack of opportunities to generate long-term local businesses
and job opportunities within the community. We feel this project seems to be about
generating more vehicles with a greater risk to the established community activities.
No restaurant or café owner would be prepared to open a facility surrounded by noise,
pollution, vibrations and odours 24 hours a day.

Table 9 – Household Income

Brooklyn is by the WDA’s own admission a disadvantaged suburb. Brooklyn has
traditionally always been a working class area, somewhere without the glitz and
glamour of neighboring Williamstown, or today Yarraville and Seddon. Nevertheless, the
times are changing; the average household income is on the rise.
The Brooklyn community have formed a project group to try bringing a sense of
belonging and togetherness for all who live there. A Christmas carol and moonlight
cinema night were held last year to very positive feedback. Along with the laneway and
history of Brooklyn projects, there is much more in store, including food swaps and
coffee carts. A childcare centre is now operating on Geelong Road.
All these efforts will be in vain when the WGTP turns our suburb into a gridlocked
surrounded and cut off, desolate wasteland.
Conclusion
The highly flawed and ill planned and designed WGTP offers no positive contribution to
Brooklyn and Altona North. Hobsons Bay City Council, The City of Port Phillip, The City
of Yarra, Moreland City Council, The Planning Institute of Australia,The RACV, Yarra
Trams and The City of Melbourne have all been highly critical of the project, with The
City of Melbourne stating ‘ It will lead to significant impacts that can not be
appropriately managed’, and even going as far as describing it as ‘ A dog’s breakfeast’.
The PIA states that ‘The Westgate Tunnel project lacks strategic justification’ and that
‘the EES does not adequately demonstrate that the objectives are achieved through the
project as proposed’.
The State Labor government took a Western Distributor to the last state election,
Victoria agreed and The Andrews Government was voted in. After taking power they
scrapped the East West link at a cost of $1 billion for the following reasons:
It was a privately operated toll road that wasn’t taken to the state election, and had a
terrible business case that didn’t stack up. Dan Andrews even described it as ‘A dog of a
project’ He questioned the $1.40 return for each $1 invested. In the end he was right to
do so with some reports emerging it would only return 45c for each $1 invested.
The Westgate Tunnel is the exact same but we believe with an even worse and less
economically viable business case that will lock Melbourne in to a further 12 years of
tolls on the existing Citylink network, and not improve congestion on the M1.
Transurban have worked out a way to charge the majority of Melbourne commuters for
use on this toll road, even though they may never use it. That put it bluntly it does not
pass the pub test!
It is an unsolicited bid designed to deliver maximum profits to Transurban, whilst not
only not solving Melbourne’s congestion problems, but potentially making them worse
with the induced demand and localized congestion the roads will bring.
If the numbers for this project do indeed ‘stack up’ as we are repeatedly told, then we
the taxpayers demand to see how and why. Serious questions have been raised from the
peer review by consultant John Allard to the accuracy of the government’s numbers and
traffic projections. There is growing belief in the community that the report questions
the $1.30 return for $1 investment projections.

The reason for withholding the report is not valid from our point of view. We remain
very suspicious of this entire process and believe that the release is within the public’s
interest, and must be released without delay.
From Wikipedia: Eddington Transport Report, Victoria
Eddington’s study noted that Melbourne’s strong economic and population growth would
result in a 30 percent increase in demand for travel, by both public transport and private
motor vehicles, by 2033. There would also be a 50 percent growth in freight being moved
around Melbourne and to and from the city’s ports and airports by 2020. He said it was
vital that there were higher levels of investment in public transport as well as the
development of urban areas that were conducive to walking and cycling. But he added:
"The evidence is clear that the number of trips made by car in Melbourne will increase by a
substantial amount for the foreseeable future–and the city’s road network must be able to
cope with this increasing demand in an efficient and sustainable manner.
We believe that the WGTP is neither efficient nor sustainable.
For transport companies and owners of heavy vehicles, they will no longer be able to
drive into the city or around it using a highway from the west without paying a toll. This
has the potential to send a number of the smaller operators broke and push up the price
of everything to cater for the higher operating costs.
This brings little benefit to Victoria, especially when by your own estimates it may only
save commuters between 4 – 8 minutes in travel time. The noise, dust, vibrations and
disruptions of 5 plus years of construction are not worth the projected outcome of 4 – 8
minutes. Why are the predictions only until 2031? What are the numbers after that? Will
this toll road and tunnel be obsolete within a few years of opening?
The impact to the environment along the proposed route is nothing short of devastating,
with the removal of every tree in its path. Although new trees will be planted, and new
parkland created, it will many take years to establish.
The WGTP plans should be completely scrapped and redrawn. Throughout the EES we
are presented with a project v no project scenario, and asked to compare the two. They
are presented as though these were the only two options available for Victoria to ease
our congestion, freight and commuter problems. We in the West are screaming for
trains. Mr Donellan claims he has listened to the communities, I would like to know just
exactly how much he has, and continues to do?
We recognize the need for infrastructure development in response to the growing city. It
is vital that any development should have a positive contribution to the existing
neighborhood and community. The WGTP is a big development, with a big price tag and
a big impact.
We are deeply concerned about the inadequate planning and flawed design of the
WGTP. Development in such a large scale must offer a solution that is future proof, and
in line or superior the modern city design. The WGTP is nothing but a big step
backwards to the city development.
The WGTP offers no confidence to the communities, Don’t Destroy Millers Rd stands in
line with all the city councils and groups who oppose it.

Don’t Destroy Millers Road Group would also like to make clear the disappointment in
the amount of time given to properly read, comprehend and critique the 10,000 page
EES. To properly examine such an enormous document without a full time team of
lawyers, engineers and professionals in 30 business days no less, has proved to be
impossible. Time after time we found confusing and contradicting facts and figures. We
would like to suggest more time should be given to comprehend and comment,
especially now with a number of new announcements made, for example the Port Rail
Shuttle, new truck bans etc.
This development has great opportunity to contribute to the neighborhood and
community positively and we urged the planner and developer to be responsible and
respectful, or face the risk of setting the West and the State back decades.
The Don’t Destroy Millers Road Group, July 10, 2017

