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The development of the Phillip Island (Millowl)
Wildlife Plan is a collaborative approach
between Phillip Island Nature Parks, Bass Coast
Shire Council, Department of Environment,
Land, Water and Planning and local
landholders in consultation with Traditional
Owners. It aims to balance a range of values
including conservation, agriculture, cultural
use, road safety, public health and tourism to
holistically manage wildlife on Phillip Island.
This update is provided to inform stakeholders and the
community about the progress on the development of the
Phillip Island (Millowl) Wildlife Plan (the Plan). The Plan will help
guide the management of wildlife to achieve a balance between
the needs of wildlife with the needs of the community.

BUNURONG COUNTRY
Phillip Island is known by its
Traditional Owners, the Bunurong,
as Millowl. It is part of Victoria’s
Kulin Nation and is steeped in a
cultural history dating back tens
of thousands of years.
We acknowledge the Traditional
Owners of Millowl, the Bunurong
People. We pay our respects to
their Elders, past, present and
emerging.
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1

PHILLIP ISLAND (MILLOWL) WILDLIFE PROJECT PLAN UPDATE

Photo: Swamp Wallaby caught on camera browsing on a threatened
species, Crimson Berry. Courtesy Phillip Island Nature Parks

THE NEED FOR A WILDLIFE PLAN
FOR PHILLIP ISLAND
Phillip Island is an important place for its Traditional
Owners, the Bunurong people and is recognised for its
contribution to conservation as well as being a popular
tourism destination. The Island sustains nature and activitybased industries such as wildlife experiences, tours, fishing,
motor sport and agriculture. These all contribute to supporting
the local community.
On Phillip Island, wildlife such as the Little Penguins, Shorttailed Shearwaters, Cape Barren Geese, Swamp Wallabies
and Common Brushtail Possums have benefitted greatly
from active management, like fox control, and the security
the Island provides.
Over time, some species, including Cape Barren Geese, Swamp
Wallabies and Common Brushtail Possums, have increased in
number and are presenting a new challenge on the Island. The
impacts that these species are having on conservation areas
and biodiversity, buildings, assets and agricultural practices
have been widely publicised and acknowledged.
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Expectations on how wildlife should be managed can vary
across the community. The Plan aims to achieve a balance
between the needs of the community with the needs of wildlife.
Specifically, the Plan will aim to:
Improve animal welfare,
Reduce negative impacts of wildlife on environmental,
public health, safety, social and economic assets and values,
Involve the community in the conservation and
management of wildlife,
Identify partnerships to deliver effective wildlife
management and,
Support a viable agricultural and tourism industry.

A COLLABORATIVE APPROACH
Wildlife management is a shared responsibility between
community, industry and government. Working together will
achieve better results for our wildlife, the environment, public
health, safety, amenity and agriculture.
The Plan will build on the work already being undertaken
by organisations and individuals on the Island, in the area
of conservation and wildlife management. It will promote
a collaborative and long-term approach to addressing the
issues through supporting current work, identifying gaps and
investigating practical solutions.
A Project Team with representatives from Phillip Island
Nature Parks, Bass Coast Shire Council and Department
of Environment, Land Water and Planning and the farming
community is co-ordinating the delivery of this work.
A Steering Committee, including representatives from these
agencies and the community, is overseeing the development
of the Plan. The Committee is committed to using best
available data, information and local knowledge to make
decisions and support this process.

WORKING WITH THE COMMUNITY
The community’s understanding, support and contributions
for this work are critical to ensure a supported, place-based
plan, specific to the Island’s unique environment.
Initial work with relevant organisations and key stakeholders has
been undertaken to help understand wildlife management issues
on the Island. As part of the collaborative approach, the Steering
Committee will continue to engage with key stakeholders and
experts throughout the development of the Plan.

WHAT’S BEEN HAPPENING
Unfortunately, the impacts of the coronavirus pandemic have
resulted in delays in the project and changes to the way we
have been able to communicate with the community.
The Project Team has been:
Working closely with the Traditional Owners, Bunurong
Land Council Aboriginal Corporation to ensure their views
and aspirations are incorporated into the Plan,
Speaking with key stakeholder groups and individuals,
Developing the Draft Plan and information ready for
community consultation in October 2020.

HAVING YOUR SAY
A draft of the Phillip Island (Millowl) Wildlife Plan will be
made available on the Engage Victoria Website in October
2020 and will be open for your feedback and comment for
four weeks.
To ensure that you are informed of the draft Plan’s availability
please email the project team to register your interest and
receive notification by email: swp@delwp.vic.gov.au
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