Greater Gariwerd (Grampians) Landscape Management Plan
Discussion Guide 10: Sustainable Tourism

In partnership with Traditional Owner groups, Parks Victoria is preparing a new
management plan for the Greater Gariwerd (Grampians) landscape, an area
that covers the Grampians National Park and adjacent parks and reserves.
The new management plan will underpin strategic planning for the Greater
Gariwerd (Grampians) landscape over the next 15 years to ensure that precious
environmental and cultural values of this iconic landscape are preserved for
future generations to enjoy.
Background

Legislation and policy

The Greater Gariwerd (Grampians) landscape is famous for
its significant natural values, Aboriginal culture, spectacular
views and nature-based recreation.

The Greater Gariwerd (Grampians) Landscape Management
Plan is being developed with respect to several pieces of
legislation, including the National Parks Act 1975 (Vic.),
the National Parks (Park) Regulations 2003, the Forests
Act 1958 (Vic.), the Land Act 1958 (Vic.) and Crown Land
(Reserves) Act 1978 (Vic.), Victorian Aboriginal Heritage Act
2006, and the Native Title Act 1993 (Cwlth).]

The area offers a range of opportunities including car
touring, short and long-distance bushwalking, four-wheel
driving, camping, canoeing, rock climbing, fishing, wildlife
viewing and nature and culture appreciation.
The Grampians National Park is a significant visitor
attraction, and identified by Tourism Australia, Visit Victoria
and Grampians Tourism as the major visitor attraction for
the region.
Tourism is an important industry across the Grampians
region, contributing around 7 per cent of the region’s
economy and generating around 10 per cent of its
employment (direct and indirect employment).
In the year ending March 2019, there were approximately
2.4 million domestic (overnight and daytrip) and
international overnight visitors to the region, spending
an estimated $460 million. Nature-based visitation across
Victoria meanwhile, has become increasingly popular, rising
62% over the past five years.

The management framework developed for sustainable
tourism in the Greater Gariwerd (Grampians) landscape
must comply with relevant legislation, and with
consideration of other government strategy and policy
documents.
Victoria’s Nature-based Tourism Strategy 2008-2012
(Tourism Victoria 2008) recognises the importance of
sustainability in nature-based tourism products and
destinations, and recommends a landscape approach. The
strategy identifies the Grampians as a priority development
area.

This Discussion Guide is intended to generate ideas
and discussion about how sustainable tourism should
be managed across the Greater Gariwerd (Grampians)
landscape.
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Current management approaches

Questions being considered

Parks Victoria supports sustainable tourism that meets
the needs of present generations without compromising
the needs of future generations. Tourism without proper
planning and consideration and partnership approaches
can have a significant impact on the natural and cultural
environment. Creating a balance between the interests
of visitors, communities and the environment – and
recognising mutual dependency – requires a partnership
approach to guarantee the industry’s long-term future.

•

What new tourism experiences should be considered
within the landscape?

•

How can we promote and support increase in
Aboriginal tourism experiences?

•

How can tourism organisations support safe and
enjoyable experiences?

•

How can Licenced Tour Operators assist in the
protection of park values?

The use of park management zones, including Conservation
and Recreation Zones, Special Protection Areas and
Recreation Development Zones, is critical to preserving
the natural and cultural features that bring visitors to the
Grampians, and for directing where appropriate tourism
can occur.

•

How can tourism businesses adapt to the impacts from
climate change?

•

How can the tourism industry support visitor awareness
and safety before, during and after emergency events?

•

How can the tourism sector encourage longer stays and
connect people to nature experiences?

Parks Victoria is working in partnership with Traditional
Owner groups to support Aboriginal tourism opportunities
and visitor experiences. Brambuk, the National Park and
Cultural Centre, in Halls Gap currently provides park
information services and Aboriginal cultural activities for
visitors.
Parks Victoria is also working with key tourism
organisations, including Grampians Tourism and Visit
Victoria, to promote sustainable visitation to the area, and
provides licences for tour operators to offer organised tours
and recreational activities.
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Nature-based Tourism Market Profile Year Ending June
2014 Tourism Victoria
Tourism Victoria 2008, The Victorian Nature-based
Tourism Strategy 2008-2012, Tourism Victoria,
Melbourne.
Tourism Victoria 2009, The Regional Tourism Action
Plan 2009 – 2012, Tourism Victoria, Melbourne.

Have questions or want to learn more about
this project, contact us below:
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Website:
https://engage.vic.gov.au/grampians-management-plan
Email: parkplan@parks.vic.gov.au
Phone: 131963

