Greater Gariwerd (Grampians) Landscape Management Plan
Discussion Guide 5: Fire Management

In partnership with Traditional Owner groups, Parks Victoria is preparing a new
management plan for the Greater Gariwerd (Grampians) landscape, an area
that covers the Grampians National Park and adjacent parks and reserves.
The new management plan will underpin strategic planning for the Greater
Gariwerd (Grampians) landscape over the next 15 years to ensure that precious
environmental and cultural values of this iconic landscape are preserved for
future generations to enjoy.
Background

Legislation and policy

Fire is a natural part of the Australian environment, with
lightning and indigenous burning practices having shaped
ecosystems over tens of thousands of years. Across the
Greater Gariwerd (Grampians) landscape, flora and fauna
have evolved with fires, with many plants reliant on
bushfire to regenerate and maintain their health.

The Greater Gariwerd (Grampians) Landscape Management
Plan is being developed with respect to several pieces of
legislation, including the National Parks Act 1975 (Vic.),
the National Parks (Park) Regulations 2003, the Forests
Act 1958 (Vic.), the Land Act 1958 (Vic.) and Crown Land
(Reserves) Act 1978 (Vic.), Victorian Aboriginal Heritage Act
2006, and the Native Title Act 1993 (Cwlth).

Fire also seriously impacts lives, livelihoods and
communities.
In the past 20 years, lightning has started about 60 per
cent of bushfires in the Greater Gariwerd (Grampians)
landscape, with others caused by human activities. This
century, there have been three major bushfires that have
affected around 85 per cent of the Grampians National
Park: Mt Lubra in 2006, Victoria Valley in 2013 and
Northern Grampians in 2014.

The framework for fire management in the Greater
Gariwerd (Grampians) landscape must comply with relevant
legislation, and be developed with consideration of other
government strategy and policy documents

As with much of Victoria, parts of the Greater Gariwerd
(Grampians) landscape remain severely prone to bushfire.
Fire management is essential to reducing the risk and
impact of bushfires, and is important for increasing
biodiversity.
This Discussion Guide is intended to ask questions and
generate discussion about what kind of fire management
the Greater Gariwerd (Grampians) landscape will require
into the future.
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•
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Climate Change

Current management approaches

Questions being considered

Fire management on public land in non-urban areas is the
responsibility of the Department of Environment Land,
Water and Planning (DELWP). Parks Victoria supports
DELWP in fire management, including developing and
implementing strategies to protect life, biodiversity and
social and economic assets.

•

What are communities’ concerns about current and
future fire management?

•

Are communities adequately engaged with fire
management planning and implementation?

•

With climate change leading to longer bushfire seasons
and more high fire danger days, what changes will be
needed to ensure public safety and protection of the
landscape?

•

How should public access to parks and reserves be
balanced with public safety during bushfire seasons?

•

How can the use of traditional burning practices on
public land be progressed?

Guiding this work is Living With Fire: Victoria‘s Bushfire
Strategy and the Code of Practice for Fire Management on
Public Land.
The Code identifies two primary objectives for bushfire
management on public land:
1. minimise the impact of major bushfires on human life,
communities, essential and community infrastructure,
industries, the economy and the environment.
Human life will be afforded priority over all other
considerations, (Asset Protection and Bushfire
Moderation Zones);
2. maintain or improve the resilience of natural
ecosystems and their ability to deliver services such as
biodiversity, water, carbon storage and forest products,
(Landscape Management Zones).
In accordance with the Code, DELWP is preparing a
Grampians Region: Strategic Bushfire Management Plan,
due for completion this year) and a Grampians Region:
Joint Fuel Management Plan.
The Strategic Bushfire Management Plan identifies
townships including Halls Gap, Pomonal and Dunkeld as
being priority townships for fuel management. Other towns
outside the planning area, but which may be affected
by actions within, are Stawell, Ararat, and Balmoral. The
Strategic Bushfire Management Plan will assess these
townships for risk from bushfire, and determine a fuel
management strategy for both public and private land, to
reduce the risk to communities.
Across the Greater Gariwerd (Grampians) landscape, the
Code also identifies Fire Management Zones where fire
is used for asset protection, bushfire moderation and
landscape management. Landscape management zones
are to achieve ecological outcomes (in part to reduce the
spread of destructive large-scale fires, also to complement
community protection). A landscape management zones
strategy for the Grampians is expected to be completed in
mid-2020, and will be a long-term plan for using fire in the
broader landscape.
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Have questions or want to learn more about
this project, contact us below:
Website:
https://engage.vic.gov.au/grampians-management-plan
Email: parkplan@parks.vic.gov.au
Phone: 131963

