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Friends of Nillumbik Inc. (FoN) is a grassroots not-for-profit, community volunteer group.
We have around 1000 supporters who live and work in the Shire of Nillumbik. The purpose
of our association is to support and promote the environmental and landscape values,
neighbourhood character, orderly planning and good governance of the Shire of Nillumbik.
The Shire of Nillumbik contains Melbourne’s most intact remaining Green Wedge which
occupies over 90% of the shire’s total land area.
Quotes from 21.03-3 of the Municipal Strategic Statement, Nillumbik Planning Scheme
(Environment, Conservation & Landscape – Environment Significance):
Flora:
“Much of the Shire remains heavily vegetated, particularly in the non-urban undulating regions and along the
major rivers and creeks. Eight Ecological Vegetation Classes (EVC) have been identified within the Shire….. In
relatively undisturbed areas, the Shire is rich in indigenous understorey species, especially terrestrial orchids.
Over 100 different orchid species occur within the Shire and this represents over 30 per cent of Victoria’s
orchid species. Three orchid species found in the Shire are listed under the Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act
1988”.

Fauna:
“The Shire supports diverse native fauna. Results of the most recent surveys of native fauna in north-east
Melbourne….identified 322 native terrestrial vertebrate species and 14 species of native fresh water fish most
of which occur within the Shire. A large number of these species are considered to be threatened as a result of
habitat loss and other threatening processes…….The more vegetated and remote parts of the Shire support a
range of threatened ground dwelling mammals including the Brush-tailed Phascogale and the Common
Dunnart. Other rare species include the Eltham Copper Butterfly, Swift Parrot and the Regent Honeyeater
which is believed to have a total population numbering fewer than 1000 individuals. Nine native faunal species
occurring within the Shire are currently listed under Victoria’s Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act 1988”.

Sites of environmental significance:
“All areas supporting native flora and fauna are environmentally significant, however there are specific
locations in the Shire occurring on both private and public land that have been identified as particularly
important ……..There are three sites of national faunal significance, twenty-two sites of state faunal
significance, twenty-eight sites of regional faunal significance, comprising a total area of 288 square
kilometres. This represents 67% of the total land area of the Shire”.

