Rental

[bookmark: _GoBack]I am in the great position of owning my own home; I know however people who rent & my daughter is about to embark on this circus. A few years ago I needed to rent for 6 months (try that!) but ended up renting for 12 mths – in the inner suburbs. My experience of trying to rent remains with me. I found myself competing with so many people; I hadn’t rented for decades so lacked the necessary references from previous agents – and I was in my late fifties (not a good look amidst a throng of younger people!). What really got to me, however, was the fact that we weren’t competing from the same level playing field – I was informed that time & time again prospective tenants would make an offer which was higher than the asking rental. This practice was manifestly unfair & should be outlawed – tho how it can be policed eludes me as it requires honesty & transparency from real estate agents. I have spoken to a friend who is also a landlord – and she confirms this practice is alive & well.
