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We are local home owning residents in the M80 to Northern Portal Precinct of the proposed (North
East Link Project) NELP development specifically residing adjacent to the M80 Ring Road widening
and Macorna Street Pedestrian Overpass. We wish to raise the following concerns regarding details
provided within the EES document and current project plans.
Transport & Urban Design:
We support the Banyule Council recommendation of alternative design options i.e long tunnel
options as investigated by "BabEng"1 and detailed in Council Meeting Agenda/Minutes April
29,20192 3 to extend the tunnel north of the Hurstbridge Rail line at Greensborough, thus reducing
the visual impact on the local area of Watsonia from the current proposed trench road and reduce
the surface impacts on the local Watsonia community. Extending the tunnel in our opinion would
assist in retaining the local businesses of Watsonia, the feel of living and undertaking activities
within the Watsonia Community and potential impact on property valuations within the area.
The EES report indicates approximately 7800 trees will be removed between M80 Ring Road and the
Northern Portal under the reference design presented by NELP. A longer tunnelling option would
mitigate impact on some of these trees and land.
Visual Impact:
We request that design considerations/modifications are put into place to minimise the visual
impact associated with proposed visually dominant noise walls whilst maintaining our current level
of privacy. We are concerned that the 7-8m noise walls being north facing from our property will
likely overshadow the property and reduce the natural light that we currently receive in our back
yard and through the north facing windows of the house, in particular during the Autumn and
Winter months.
Current designs appear to have the project replacing a significant amount of our large mature native
trees in between the M80 ring road and the end of Macorna Street which is what originally drew us
to the area, with an oversized concrete structure that won't fit in with the look and feel of the
community as we know it.
Table 16-5 VP3 Chapter 16 - Landscape and Visual indicates that landscaping is only proposed on the
northern embankment. Therefore we extrapolate the southern embankment adjacent to our
property would have the shared use path as being visually prominent and no replacement of the
trees we currently enjoy which we consider unacceptable.
The current noise walls depicted in Landscape & Visual Technical Reference H, Appendix C Viewpoint
4 that are required to meet the project noise targets are visually dominating and will have a
significant impact on the feel of living in this local community and almost certainly lowering of
property values for re-sale. Table 16-9, VPA Chapter 16 - Landscape and Visual Indicates that the 3
and 10 year impact will be high as the landscaping proposed would only partially screen views of the
7-8m high noise walls.
Suggested strategies to mitigate visual impact:
 Lower height of proposed shared use overpass (and associated road if required)
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Consider underpass options for the shared use path to reduce overshadowing and visual
impact from residential properties
Replace trees that are proposed to be removed from the area to enable construction with
mature trees and include landscaping within the southern embankment of the Ring Road
near pedestrian overpass.
If none of the suggested changes are viable, we suggest immediately offering voluntary
acquisitions at market price to all properties affected so residents have the option of not
having to endure the negative impacts on their home.

Noise:
We are concerned about the following within Noise Precinct 1 Watsonia North residential property
adjacent to the construction zone of the M80 widening and shared use overpass at Macorna Street.
1. Noise during the construction phase of the project and
2. Noise on project completion projections for 2036.

Noise during construction
Clearing and widening works along the M80, including mulching and rock breaking. We request that
this work only occurs during normal working hours and not overnight or on weekends.
With predicted highest construction noise levels at our property as detailed in Figure H10
Appendices I-F to reach 71-75dB, which according to your own rating Chapter 11-Surface noise and
vibration 11-44 to be subjectively described as 'loud' and an approx 20dB increase on baseline sound
testing in our area conducted in 2018, we request that we be considered for application of at
property noise mitigation such as additional window glazing to be applied prior to commencement
of construction or have suitable alternate housing be made available during this time.
Noise on project completion
Based on the noise modelling done in the Watsonia North area in particular N01, N02 and N03,
which is then modelled onto Figure J10, K 10 and L 10 of Appendix J-K, noise within the area of our
property will increase between 4-6 dB through construction of the project compared with the
predicted noise from the 2036 'Do Nothing Scenario' (Figure K10). This will occur despite the project
proposing noise walls that are more than twice the height of the current noise walls. Whilst the
noise may meet the mandated <63dB on project completion, the concern is that it is increasing more
with the project than the 'Do Nothing' approach. A further concern is by bringing the shared use
path closer to and overshadowing our property, that there will be an increase in noise from the
users of the path, particularly when loud motorcyclists have been known to use the bridge in its
current state to cross the freeway.
We request that consideration be made into providing at property noise mitigation such as
additional window glazing or revision of the project size (e.g. number of lanes) or noise wall
properties to provide equal to or less noise than that predicted in the 'Do Nothing/Without Project
Scenario' at 2036, without making the noise walls more visually dominant than current walls within
the area.
Security:
We are concerned that the proposed overpass will reduce the security of our property compared to
what we have today, the current level of privacy should be the minimum standard we can expect
during and by the end of the project. Our privacy concerns associated with the shared use
pedestrian/bike overpass is the future users inevitably overlooking into the properties, including
ours at the north end of Macorna Street, directly adjacent to the construction corridor.
EES Landscape and Visual Technical Report H VP3 - The Shared Overpass and associated access ramp
does not appear to detail views looking south. From the top of the overpass, facing south toward

Watsonia, our concern is that users of the overpass will be able to look directly into adjacent
properties, including ours, reducing current privacy for the residential property back yards and inside
homes.
Suggested strategies to mitigate privacy impact
 lower height of proposed shared use overpass (and associated road if required)
 consider underpass options for the shared use path to reduce overshadowing and privacy
breaches overlooking into residential properties and length of ramp required
 provide suitable privacy screening on the bridge and shared use ramp (in the vicinity of
Viewpoint A) that is not currently adequately detailed within the Urban Design Strategy,
 replace trees that are proposed to be removed from the area to enable construction with
mature trees and include landscaping within the southern embankment of the Ring Road
pedestrian overpass.
 If none of the suggested changes are viable, we suggest immediately offering voluntary
acquisitions at market price to all properties affected so residents have the option of not
having to endure increased privacy invasion through the construction of this project

Flora & Fauna
This is a residential area in which the established native trees along the M80 corridor provide a
natural setting and removal of the trees and vegetation to make way for the project will significantly
change the feel to the area and likely have significant impact on the habitat of our local wildlife
including birds of this area. We request that NELP consider options to reduce the number of
established trees that need to be removed during the construction and increase re-planting and
landscaping of mature trees before construction completion.

