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Dear Mr Wynne,
Unlike many other areas in Australia, Western Port Bay remains largely unaffected by development.
A unique marine ecosystem, the Western Port Bay Area is vulnerable to environmental changes as a result of even
small (often unforeseen) infrastructure developments. The resulting flow-on effects could be disastrous - the longterm impact catastrophic for the local flora and fauna.
Characterised by mudflats, mangrove swamps and salt marshes, Western Port Bay supports a unique marine
ecosystem which is vulnerable to small changes. The seagrass fields are particularly susceptible to temperature
changes - as we have seen off the eastern coast of Tasmania. The nurseries of the small invertebrate and vertebrate
species that rely on the seagrass fields for food and habitat would be decimated by the release of seawater
discharged from the heat exchanger, which will be 7 degrees Celsius cooler than ambient seawater and will also
contain residual biocide from the electrolysis of seawater at the intake. The regasification of LNG at Crib Point
involves the use of seawater to transfer heat to increase the temperature of the LNG into a gaseous form. This,
together with the release of chlorine, will decimate marine populations and inevitably result in a non-viable marine
ecosystem for the current populations, as well as causing the destruction of the mangrove swamps and wetland
areas that protect the shoreline. The release of methane during gas production is also of concern, further
exacerbating climate issues in the area and directly affecting adverse climate change.
The AGL pipeline will be directly located through profitable food production land - there has been very little, if any,
consultation with farmers and the impending threat to local water aquifers is of grave concern.
Phillip Island is a popular tourist attraction for both local and international visitors - penguin and seal colonies are a
popular drawcard for people and a valued economic resource for the State, which is managed by environmental
groups to ensure the protection of the species and their habitat. The sheltered swimming coves, the clear water
rock pools and the unparalleled surfing conditions are a huge drawcard. Churchill Island has world-class wetlands,
while French Island boasts flora and fauna found in no other part of the world. The Mangrove Flats stabilise the
shoreline, protecting it from erosion and providing food and shelter for local fauna.
The AGL Gas Pipeline and the LNG Gas Terminal development will cause air, light, noise and water pollution; it will
present fire hazards (we have enough of those already!); it will provide few local jobs and it is totally unsuitable for
the area.
We are moving away from fossil fuels - we are in the midst of an energy transition. Renewables are the cheapest
alternative for new power production and gas will be displaced by these renewables. Gas consumption is decreasing
in Victoria and the AEMO’s ‘2020 Integrated System Plan’ confirms this trend.
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Australia is a signatory of the RAMSAR CONVENTION ON WETLANDS OF INTERNATIONAL IMPORTANCE - we have
pledged to promote the conservation and wise use of wetlands, preventing their degradation. We are not upholding
this commitment if we allow the proposed AGL developments to go ahead. Please reject AGL’s submission and
protect our wetland areas, Minister.
Thank you for allowing me to make a submission in opposition to the proposed AGL Gas Pipeline/Terminal at Crib
Point. I hope you will take my submission into consideration.
Kind Regards,
Drusilla Kett
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Dear Minister Wynne,
I am concerned about AGL’s proposed ‘Crib Point Gas Import Terminal’ project that could spell disaster for
Westernport Bay, and I write to you specifically regarding the Environmental Effects Statement (EES) process.
Westernport Bay is a highly valued and internationally recognized Ramsar wetland, which if the project gets the
green light, could see the discharge of up to 450 million litres of cold chlorinated seawater into Westernport Bay,
and the production of other pollutants distributed around the Bay.
I understand that the impacts of chlorine release is within the scope of the EES, but to what extent is unclear. AGL’s
preliminary referral studies showed significant gaps and flaws, in relation to this risk, along with and many others
such as Bay wide impacts from the project.
I am concerned given AGL’s attempt to shirk their responsibilities, when they tried to weaken Victoria’s
environmental laws, the State Environment Protection Policy (SEPP) Waters, to clear the path for their project.
As you are aware, the State Environment Protection Policy (SEPP) Waters sets an extremely high bar for ‘wastewater
discharges’ into aquatic environments of high conservation value such as Westernport Bay. Dumping this
wastewater into Westernport Bay will only damage a very important ecosystem and should not occur.

I ask that you apply EPA’s regulation when assessing this project on a high value and sensitive ecosystem, as a
permit to discharge wastewaters into high conservation areas such as our precious Westernport Bay could be
devastating.
Yours sincerely,
chris laming
Postcode: 3825
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Mr Richard Wynne MP
Victorian State Minister for Planning
Ms Lily D’Ambrosio
Victorian State Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate Change
Parliament House
Spring Street
Melbourne Vic 3000
Dear Mr Wynne and Ms D’Ambrosio,
I am writing to you as a voting and climate-concerned citizen of Victoria. To get straight to the
point, I am urging you not to give approval to the proposed AGL Floating Storage and
Regasification Unit at Crib Point. I am a resident of inner-city Melbourne, not Westernport, so
my concerns are not of the NIMBY variety. They have to do with the larger, long-term and
negative implications of this proposal for Victoria’s environment and for Australia’s carbon
emissions.
The environmental risks are high to extreme. The plan poses an unacceptable threat to wetlands
which Australia has pledged to protect under the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands of
International Importance. The necessary dredging and construction works are incompatible with
Australia’s obligation to preserve this invaluable asset. The discharge of large volumes of chilled
water into the bay will have unquantifiable, but certainly destructive, consequences for local
marine life. The construction of a pipeline from Crib Point to Pakenham through increasingly
scarce productive farmland only adds to the ecological damage.
Over and above these regional consequences, the promotion of gas usage has national and
international ramifications. Apart from the economic absurdity of re-importing and reprocessing gas that has been exported, the release of methane deriving from the exploration,
extraction, processing, and burning of natural gas will have an irreversible effect on global
warming and climate change. In the long run, methane is a far more dangerous and destructive
pollutant than carbon dioxide. Australia needs to transition from fossil fuel energy production to
renewable energy. Approving this gas terminal would fly in the face of all informed science and
economics.

For the sake of today’s children and young people, I appeal to you to strike a blow for their
future and disallow this application.
Yours sincerely,
Tom Knowles
Parkville Vic 3052
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Dear Mr Wynne
I wish to add my voice to those objecting to the proposed AGL gas pipeline at Crib Point ,Western Port Bay.
It has the potential to bring about irreparable damage to the pristine and fragile environment and its ecosystems.
More knowledgeable people than I have submitted detailed analyses of how this would occur so I will not repeat
their arguments but wish to support their stand.
Apart from the ecological issues it would seem more appropriate both from environmental and economic
viewpoints to spend the money on development of renewable energy sources.
Thank you
Mary Rice
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Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high conservation value
areas like Westernport Bay ‐ clause 22 of the State Environment Protection Policy (Waters). AGL has
so far been unsuccessful in their attempts to weaken these laws. Combining the poor impact
assessments and the fact that the plan currently does not meet the legal requirements this proposal
should not continue.
The EES submitted by AGL grossly underestimates the potential for reducing our demand for gas in
Victoria. Victoria could reduce its gas consumption by between 98 and 113 petajoules by 2030
through using existing technology and targeted economic support according to a recent report
written by energy consultants Northmore Gordon. With the right government policies Victoria could
meet its energy needs without new gas including new gas fields or gas import terminals like that
proposed by AGL for Westernport Bay. These measures will lower energy costs for consumers and
reduce emissions under most scenarios. This is the case even when a lot of our electricity is
generated by fossil fuels but will become even cheaper and less polluting as more of our electricity is
generated through renewables.
It is concerning to see the lack of credible assessments on how noise would affect marine wildlife.
AGL acknowledge in their EES that there have been no baseline studies of the noise in Westernport
Bay. They have also not tested the impact of noise in Westernport Bay itself nor the noise produced
by a berthed FSRU. Even with these inadequate studies the EES states that underwater sound would
elicit behavioural changes in dolphins and mask the communication of whales in the area. The noise
would also deter fish and other marine animals from foraging nearby which would affect the
important ecosystem around Crib Point.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment assessment of the Crib
Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined above, the impact on our internationally
recognised wetlands and wildlife would be unacceptable. There are many other viable, and more
suitable, options Victoria can pursue to ensure that we meet our energy needs without exposing the
precious wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique wildlife which depend on this ecosystem, or the
local community to any harm. Please do not destroy our beautiful Westernport Bay.
Sincerely,
Mallory Blackmore
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