Greater Gariwerd (Grampians) Landscape Management Plan
Discussion Guide 9: Rock Climbing Activity

In partnership with Traditional Owner groups, Parks Victoria is preparing a new
management plan for the Greater Gariwerd (Grampians) landscape, an area
that covers the Grampians National Park and adjacent parks and reserves.
The new management plan will underpin strategic planning for the Greater
Gariwerd (Grampians) landscape over the next 15 years to ensure that precious
environmental and cultural values of this iconic landscape are preserved for
future generations to enjoy.
Background

Legislation and policy

Along with many other forms of recreation, the Greater
Gariwerd (Grampians) landscape has long been a popular
venue for rock climbing. Today, the area is internationally
known as a climbing destination due to the quality of the
rock and the spectacular setting. In recent years, new forms
of climbing activity have also become popular, including
sport climbing and bouldering.

The Greater Gariwerd (Grampians) Landscape Management
Plan is being developed with respect to several pieces of
legislation, including the National Parks Act 1975 (Vic.),
the National Parks (Park) Regulations 2003, the Forests
Act 1958 (Vic.), the Land Act 1958 (Vic.) and Crown Land
(Reserves) Act 1978 (Vic.), Victorian Aboriginal Heritage Act
2006, and the Native Title Act 1993 (Cwlth).

Individuals and a range of groups and organisations
undertake climbing activities across the Greater Gariwerd
(Grampians) landscape. There are also currently 30 licensed
tour operators providing abseiling and rock climbing
activities in the national park.

The management framework developed for rock climbing
in the Greater Gariwerd (Grampians) landscape must
comply with relevant legislation, and with consideration of
other government strategy and policy documents.

As with most other recreation activities, no-impact rock
climbing is currently permitted throughout the park except
for Special Protection Areas, where only bushwalking and
picnicking are typically allowed. In February 2019, Parks
Victoria announced it would be enforcing the restrictions
on activities within Special Protection Areas, which affected
access to a number of locations that are popular for rock
climbing.
This Discussion Guide is intended to ask questions and
generate discussion about managing rock climbing in the
Greater Gariwerd (Grampians) landscape.

Related Discussion Guides
•

Discussion Guide 6: Visitor Experience

•

Discussion Guide 7: Recreation Activities

Current management approaches
In planning for all types of recreation activities, a balance
is sought between protecting cultural and natural values
with a range of factors including individuals’ needs and
aspirations, broader community desires, external influences
and available financial resources. The principles of equity,
diversity, quality and sustainability are key to strategic
planning, as is a consideration for recreation trends and
threats such as climate change.
The existing management plans for the Grampians
National Park (2003) and Black Range State Park (1998)
outline the current recreational activities provided for in
the parks and use of park management zones to specify
allowable activities and uses, including Conservation
and Recreation Zones, Special Protection Areas and
Recreation Development Zones. Parks Victoria has also
developed operational guidelines, like the Visitor Experience
Framework, to ensure activities are sustainably planned,
designed and managed.

Questions being considered
•

What are the new and emerging types of recreation
activities that visitors may want to pursue in the
Grampians? How should these be managed?

•

What recreation activities pose a risk to conservation
and cultural values?

•

Are there recreational activities that need to be
separated for safety or other reasons?

•

How should public safety be balanced with the public’s
recreation access?

•

How can recreational users be better educated about
the impact of some recreation activities?

•

How can all-abilities recreation be better supported?

•

How should climate change be considered when
planning for and managing recreation activities?

•

How can visitors be more aware of, and help to
minimise or prevent, the impacts of their activities?

•

How should different types of climbing activities or
styles be managed and how?

•

How can land managers and climbing groups
collaborate on park management?

•

Can research and technology better support how
recreation activities such as rock climbing are
managed?

•

How can rock climbers be engaged to become
volunteers to undertake works that support their
recreational pursuits and the management of the parks
and reserves?

Further reading
•
•
•
•
•
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