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This report has been prepared by Capire and Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning and is an 

independent account of the discussions at the assembly. 

Capire Consulting Group and any person(s) acting on their behalf is committed to protecting privacy and personally 

identifiable information by meeting its responsibilities under the Victorian Privacy Act 1988 and the Australian Privacy 

Principles 2014 as well as relevant industry codes of ethics and conduct.  
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personal information. Any information its collects is stored securely on its server for the duration of the program and only 

disclosed to its client or the program team. Written notes from consultation activities are manually transferred to our 

server and disposed of securely. 

Comments recorded during any consultation activities are faithfully transcribed however not attributed to individuals. 

Diligence is taken to ensure that any comments or sensitive information does not become personally identifiable in our 

reporting, or at any stage of the program.  

Capire operates an in-office server with security measures that include, but are not limited to, password protected 

access, restrictions to sensitive data and the encrypted transfer of data.  

For more information about the way Capire collect information, how it is used, stored and disclosed and Capireôs 

complaints procedure, please see www.capire.com.au or telephone (03) 9285 9000.  
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written and/or recorded during program/consultation activities.  

Capire staff and associates take great care while transcribing participant feedback but unfortunately cannot guarantee 

the accuracy of all notes. Capire is however confident that it captured the full range of ideas, concerns and views 

expressed during consultation activities.  

Unless otherwise noted, the views expressed in Capireôs work represent those of the participants and not necessarily 

those of Capireôs consultants or clients. 
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A community Assembly was held by the Eastern 

Metropolitan Partnership (the Partnership) on 

Wednesday 13 June 2018. The Assembly brought 

together 68 community members, councillors and 

mayors to continue the conversation started in 2017 

for the Eastern Metropolitan Region.  

The Metropolitan Assemblies are part of a 

commitment to give Victorians the opportunity to 

influence decisions and shape the future of their 

communities.  

In its second year, the Eastern Assembly provided 

the opportunity for the Partnership to report back to 

the community on how their input shaped the 2017 

advice and how the Victorian Government has 

responded. It was also an opportunity to further 

explore the priorities for the region and how 

community, business and government can work 

collaboratively to address common challenges.  

The program was divided into three parts; reviewing 

the 2017 priorities, choosing top priorities for 2018, 

and exploring the priority outcomes in more detail.  

These activities were preceded by three 

presentations from: 

1. the Deputy Chair of the Eastern Metropolitan 

Partnership, Phil Murton, who shared the 

process the Partnership had being going 

through over the last year; 

2. the Minister for Suburban Development, Lily 

DôAmbrosio, who discussed the governmentôs 

response to the 2017 advice; and  

3. a young person who attended the Youth Forum, 

Lani Wolfgramm shared her experience and the 

top priorities for young people in the Eastern 

Region.  

Activity 1 results - Reviewing the 2017 
priority outcomes 

In the first activity participants were presented with 

the Partnershipôs priority outcomes in 2017 and the 

relevant responses from the 2018-19 Victorian 

Budget. At tables of six to eight people, participants 

were asked to share their initial reactions to the 

existing priority outcomes and the Victorian 

Governmentôs response, and were given the 

opportunity to suggest any additional priorities. 

Overall, participants supported the 2017 priority 

outcomes, confirming that they are still relevant in 

2018. However, there were consistent comments 

that óenvironmentô and óclimate changeô issues had 

been overlooked. It was also suggested that the 

óSocial Inclusionô priority be broadened beyond 

women and sports to include other groups 

particularly the elderly. Feedback provided 

suggested it was difficult to understand what the 

óSeamless Health and Social Servicesô priority was 

about.  

Activity 2 results - The Assemblyôs top 
priority outcomes for 2018 

In the second activity participants were given a list of 

priorities to review and asked to óchoose the top 

three priority outcomes you think the Partnership 

should consider for their 2018 advice to 

governmentô. The list included the Partnershipôs 

2017 priority outcomes, the top priorities from young 

people at the Youth Forum and two new priorities 

which emerged during Activity 1. 

The top three priorities chosen by participants were: 

óEnvironmental Sustainabilityô, óAffordable and Social 

Housingô, and óSocial Inclusionô. The top five 

priorities included three Partnership priorities and 

two priorities identified at the Youth Forum.  

Activity 3 results - Exploring the priority 
outcomes in more detail  

For the final activity participants each chose a 

priority outcome to discuss in more detail. This 

included exploring the real issues that can be 

impacted, what opportunities exist, how everyone 

can have access, and how we will know we have 

successfully improved the outcome.    

The key messages from the activity were: 

Social inclusion: ensure that key people in the 

neighbourhood (such as GPs and hairdressers) are 

supported and equipped to notice needs of those 

suffering from isolation or domestic violence. 

Health and social services: provide health services 

in community spaces.  

Mental health: involve young people in designing 

services that are relevant to them and draw on their 

knowledge and experience. 

Affordable and social housing: improve auditing 

of unused or underused land; improve boarding 

house regulations to make it a viable housing option. 

Community safety: increase community capacity to 

volunteer for organisations that build and defend 

resilience, particularly against natural disaster. 
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Environmental sustainability: facilitate investment 

in renewable technologies by communities; 

subsidise bulk procurement and create community 

micro-grids.  

Supporting an ageing population: maintain and 

improve community connectedness, especially for 

the elderly who lack networks; provide regular 

events with transport support. 

Jobs for youth: create more linkages for schools 

with external community organisations and 

employers to teach students life and job skills. 

Public transport and roads (walking and cycling, 

regional connectivity): improve investment in 

active and public transport; incentivise public 

transport use and improve transport services in 

under serviced areas.  

Economic growth and small business: encourage 

and facilitate more local jobs and opportunities to co-

work locally.  

More detail on each of these discussions and 

suggestions for addressing these challenges can be 

found on page 13.  

Summary of overall findings 

Participants consistently highlighted the challenge of 

travelling across the regionôs large geographic area. 

Poor transport connectivity was identified as 

impacting particularly heavily on the well-being of 

elderly people, creating challenges for them to 

access specialist and other health services beyond 

their immediate neighbourhoods. In this light, 

ótransport connectivityô was discussed as a cross-

cutting issue in the East that directly impacts on 

other outcomes, such as social inclusion and health. 

The implementation of transport solutions, such as 

extending the reach of services, was also discussed 

as a way of addressing other priority outcomes.  

The popular theme of óenvironmental sustainabilityô 

resonated throughout the table discussions. The 

Assembly prioritised increasing support for access to 

renewable energy, recognising the opportunities that 

flow from new technologies (such as solar storage 

batteries) and community-led action (such as group 

procurement of green energy). 
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The Metropolitan Partnerships are a new and coordinated way for communities to advise government 

on what matters in their region. 

The Victorian Government wants to better understand and respond to the needs of Melbourneôs 

communities. In May 2017, six Metropolitan Partnerships across Melbourne were established because the 

government recognises that local communities are best placed to advise on issues and priorities for their 

region. 

Each Partnership is made up of eight community and business representatives with varied backgrounds, 

experiences and networks, the CEO of every local government in that region and a Deputy Secretary from 

the Victorian State Government. 

Working closely with their communities, the Partnerships will identify opportunities for driving improved 

social, economic and environmental outcomes and advise the government on actions that can make a real 

difference to the liveability and prosperity of their metropolitan region. 

The Partnerships will strengthen relationships and facilitate stronger collaboration across the three tiers of 

government, businesses and communities. They will also enable the government to respond in a more 

coordinated and targeted manner to deliver better outcomes for the community. 

More information on the six Metropolitan Partnerships can be found at suburbandevelopment.vic.gov.au.   

 
The Eastern Metropolitan Partnership 

The Eastern Metropolitan Partnership members are: 

Å Robin Whyte, Chair 

Å Phil Murton, Deputy Chair 

Å Kristian Dauncey, Member 

Å Susan Maastricht, Member 

Å Simon OôCallaghan, Member 

Å David Plunkett, Member 

Å Fiona Purcell, Member 

Å Warwick Winn, CEO Manningham City Council 

Å Steve Kozlowski, CEO Maroondah City Council 

Å Tony Doyle, CEO Knox City Council 

Å Glenn Patterson, CEO Yarra Ranges Shire 

Council 

Å Noelene Duff, CEO Whitehorse City Council 

Å Elizabeth Langdon, Victorian Government 

Representative  

 
The Eastern Region 

The Eastern region spans from the research hub of 

Monash through to the Dandenong Ranges and 

Yarra Valley, and includes the inner suburban local 

government areas (LGAs) of Knox, Manningham, 

Maroondah, Monash, Whitehorse and Yarra 

Ranges. The region has a population of more than 

900,000, or about 20 per cent of Melbourneôs total 

population.

 

The Metropolitan Partnerships 

Read more about the Eastern Metropolitan Region at: 

https://www.suburbandevelopment.vic.gov.au/regions/east

ern-region 

Find out more about the Eastern Metropolitan Partnership 

members at: 

https://www.suburbandevelopment.vic.gov.au/partnerships/

metropolitan-partnerships/eastern-partnership 

Figure 1: The Eastern Region 

https://www.suburbandevelopment.vic.gov.au/regions/eastern-region
https://www.suburbandevelopment.vic.gov.au/regions/eastern-region
https://www.suburbandevelopment.vic.gov.au/partnerships/metropolitan-partnerships/eastern-partnership
https://www.suburbandevelopment.vic.gov.au/partnerships/metropolitan-partnerships/eastern-partnership
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On Wednesday 13 June 2018, 68 community members, businesses, councillors and mayors came together 

to continue the conversation started in 2017 for the Eastern Metropolitan Region.  

In its second year, the Eastern Assembly was a chance to report back to the community what happened to 

their input from 2017 and how the Partnerships and Government have responded. It was also an opportunity 

to further explore the priorities for the region and the advice the Partnership can give government about 

improving the Eastern region. 

The ways people could contribute to the conversation in 2018 included pre-engagement online, attending the 

assembly in person, or online through live-streaming and answering questions on the Engage Victoria web-

site. Young people also had the opportunity to participate by attending a dedicated Youth Forum that was 

held on 7 May 2018.  

  

The 2017 Priority Outcomes 

Jobs for Youth ï Reduce youth unemployment and grow apprenticeship, skill development and 
employment opportunities.  

Seamless Health & Social Services ï Provide seamless services that are integrated and accessible to 
those who need the most support.  

Social Inclusion ï Improve social connectivity and wellbeing. 

Affordable & Social Housing ï Provide an increase in supply and access to affordable and social housing. 

Regional Connectivity ï Improve public and active transport connectivity. 

The 2018 Eastern Assembly 


















