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SUBMISSION TO THE NORTH EAST LINK ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS STATEMENT

6 June 2019
Attn: North East Link EES Independent Advisory Committee
C/- Engage Victoria Online Submissions
https://engage.vic.gov.au/north-east-link-project
Dear Committee
INTRODUCTION
My name is Dr Sharron Pfueller and I am a former Monash University researcher and educator in
environment and sustainability.
I am pleased to make this submission on behalf of Sustainable Gardening Australia (SGA) in relation
to the North East Link Project (NELP) Planning Scheme Amendment and Works Approval Application.
I will also be happy to provide evidence at the hearings of the Committee in support of this
submission.
It is not our intention in this submission or during the EES process to duplicate the efforts of many
other organisations and experts who will no doubt address the various ecological and social impacts
of the NELP. Suffice to say that we are particularly concerned about the impacts of vegetation loss,
increase of road and impervious surfaces, waterway degradation and related biodiversity and climate
change impacts.
Instead, we are proposing a way for the project to offset some of these and other impacts of the
NELP by providing additional environmental and community benefits through the establishment of a
North East Link Sustainability Centre.
We note and support the submission of Bulleen Art and Garden (BAAG) as an integral part of the local
community, our host, and a champion of sustainable living.
Should a NEL Sustainability Centre be established, we would propose to move from BAAG at that
time. However, we strongly support BAAG to remain at their current location, and for the EES
Environmental Performance Requirements (EPRs) to be revised to support the continued viability of
BAAG, as this contributes to the achievement of long term planning objectives for the area, as
submitted by BAAG.
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IMPLICATIONS OF CLOSURE OF SGA
If BAAG was required to move, this could cause closure of SGA. Thanks to BAAG, SGA and its largely
volunteer workforce occupy a small office space at the rear of the BAAG nursery. Losing that space
would very significantly and adversely affect SGA’s ability to operate. This would have significant
impacts on the provision of knowledge and practical ideas about how to protect the natural
environment while engaging in gardening activities both at home and in public spaces for:
• SGA’s 5,000 subscribers, a significant percentage of whom reside in the north to north-eastern
metropolitan area through which the NEL Project will be located
• The 100,000 – 150,000 unique visitors to our website each month (varying according to season),
• The over 21,000 social media followers, and
• The local government partners and community members for whom we provide training. Over the
last 2 years we have run over 53 community workshops and 22 masterclasses with 1,708
participants.
SGA’s BACKGROUND
SGA was established in the late 1990s as a not-for-profit, non-government organisation. We are a
registered charity on the federal Register of Environmental Organisations supported by donations,
grants and dedicated volunteers.
We work towards creating vibrant and sustainable communities and a healthy, biodiverse planet, by:
• encouraging, educating and enabling home and professional gardeners to adopt sustainable
gardening practices to protect and enhance the natural environment; and
• providing information and education, and carrying on research about, the natural
environment.
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We aim to inspire, empower and connect individuals, communities and organisations to garden
sustainably. Our activities are summarised in Fig. 1.

Fig. 1. Summary of SGA’s strategic directions.
SGA provides significant education and training services, maintains a high-profile online presence
with www.sgaonline.org.au and has an active social media presence. SGA’s activities focus on:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Providing well-researched information about the natural environment and practical gardening
advice to home, community and professional gardeners
Reconnecting people to the natural world through gardening
Encouraging the inclusion of habitat elements in gardens to support local fauna
Providing information to encourage and enable local food production to minimise food miles
and their environmental impacts
Reducing spread of weeds
Researching garden products so that they are appropriately classified for their impact on the
environment and human health, and
Assisting people develop an understanding of their connection with global communities and
the impacts that sustainable living decisions have on the environment well beyond their
neighbourhood.

Please see attachments 1 and 2 for our most recent Annual Report and our partnership training
offerings through Local Government.
We are co-located with the Bulleen Art and Garden Nursery in Bulleen, which is within the
construction zone of the NELP, as shown below.
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Figure 2: NELP Design Sheet 19, Construction Plan
As previously mentioned, many of SGA’s 5,000 subscribers reside in the north to north-eastern
metropolitan area of Melbourne, as shown in Fig. 3 below.

Figure 3: SGA Subscribers by Municipality
(Colour coded by density of subscribers)
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ESTABLISHMENT OF A NEL SUSTAINABILITY CENTRE – THE CONCEPT
The north-east of metropolitan Melbourne has many environmental assets worth protecting and
celebrating but limited environmental sustainability centres for community engagement and
education. Within an approximate 20 kilometre radius of the NEL, the only related facilities are CERES
Community Environment Park, Edendale Environment Community Farm and Latrobe University
Wildlife Sanctuary. While all excellent facilities, their education programs, apart from CERES, are
primarily focused on children rather than the broader community. They all have limited capacity for
expansion or to service the community affected by the NELP.
The purpose of the proposed Sustainability Centre would be to provide a focus for environmental
learning and behavioral change, to demonstrate how individuals, families, communities and business
can minimise their environmental footprint and finally, to build capacity in the community to
regenerate urban environments into thriving, healthy and biodiverse ecosystems. The primary focus
will be connecting communities to environmental programs and education, training and information
services in both physical and online settings, through a centre located in the north to north-eastern
metropolitan area.
SGA is spear-heading this proposal and has been able to engage with other organisations that share
the intersection between the areas of environment, biodiversity, gardening and food. It is an
excellent position to start from since it is central to humanity’s ecological footprint – we all must have
food, and food production contributes to a large share of environmental degradation due to land
clearing, biodiversity loss, greenhouse gas emissions, soil quality decline and water quality
degradation.
We propose that the centre would have a broad sustainability scope and address:
• Biodiversity conservation and regeneration,
• Reducing greenhouse house emissions in all aspects of urban life,
• Local healthy food production,
• Energy and water conservation,
• Improving water and air quality,
• Passive solar, low energy house design,
• Lower resource use,
• Waste minimisation, and
• Sustainable transport.
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We and our supporters envisage that the NEL Sustainability Centre would embody:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Offices for up to 4 organisations engaged in sustainability activities,
Demonstration projects for sustainable living,
Meeting / training rooms for use by community groups and local councils,
A high-tech online training studio to develop and deliver digital education programs,
Flexible social enterprise incubator spaces, for small environmental business start-ups,
Outdoor and community gardens,
A starting point for self-guided nature walks,
Co-located recycling drop-offs in partnership with Council transfer stations, and
Electric car recharging points as part of a sustainable transport initiative

The centre would be inclusive and innovative, utilising smart communication and other technologies
to ensure maximum participation by community members.
As mentioned above, gardening is central to urban sustainability and would be a key component of
the Centre. In an article titled Scaling up from Gardens: Biodiversity Conservation in Urban
Environments, Goddard et al1 (2010) point out that wildlife-friendly gardens would contribute even
more to biodiversity if they were aggregated across neighbourhoods. Gardens, largely because of
trees, also make significant contributions to our economy and wellbeing as indicated in an article by
G. Moore2 Urban Trees: Worth More than they Cost (2009). There is a significant body of academic
work that indicates the many health and other benefits of gardening in the home and in the
community. Please see some references and articles in Attachment 3: Benefits Of Home And
Community Gardening.
As well as encouraging the positive effects of gardening, SGA also conducts research on the potential
negative impacts of gardening through our unique Garden Products Guide (Safe For You ’n’ Nature).

Figure 4: SGA Garden Product Guide Web Cover
1
2

MA Goddard, AJ Dougill, TG Benton (2010) Trends in Ecology & Evolution, 2010.
G Moore (2009) The 10th National Street Tree Symposium 2009
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This Product Guide is a project initiated by Burnley Horticultural College (now part of the University
of Melbourne) in collaboration with SGA, developing the first rating system for garden chemicals,
fertilisers and soil conditioners in Australia. The assessment of over 1000 gardening products is
based on regulatory poison schedule ratings, such as the Standard for the Uniform Scheduling of
Medicines and Poisons (SUSMP) rating, information from the Australian Pesticides and Veterinary
Medicines Authority (APVMA), international databases and manufacturers’ Material Safety Data
Sheets (MSDS).
SGA is currently working on making a full list of garden product ratings available as a Web App with
details of their active constituents, their potential for water quality degradation and their toxicity for
humans and other mammals, birds, aquatic organisms and bees. This will be an important
contribution to sustainability as it will make information about both human health and safety and
environmental impacts available to the general public in an easily accessible form.
We can focus on delivering this Web App if our future location is resolved as well as with the support
of other Foundation Partners co-located at a NEL Sustainability Centre and more widely. We submit
that this could significantly increase exposure to this valuable information, with many related
environmental benefits.
MODELS FOR A SUSTAINABILITY CENTRE
There are precedents for such a centre including CERES Community Environment Park, as well as the
Port Phillip EcoCentre which are now well-established contributors to sustainable living programs in
their local communities.
The CERES Community Environment Park is an award-winning, not-for-profit, sustainability centre
located on 4.5 hectares on the Merri Creek in East Brunswick, Melbourne.

Figures 5 and 6: CERES Community Environment Park
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Figures 7 and 8: Port Phillip Eco Centre
The Port Phillip Eco Centre in St Kilda uses the physical world as a classroom to connect people with
their natural world. Each of their programs are tailor-made through a local lens and focus on
collaboration and community connectedness.
The Eco Centres work as part of a wide network of individuals, groups and organisations and their
collective impact since 1999 has transformed the way Melbourne understands wildlife, waterways
and wellbeing in the age of climate change.
As models that a NEL Sustainability Centre could follow, we submit that we could deliver even more
benefits to the programs and services delivered at these locations alongside other Foundation
Partners and linked organisations.
We further submit that to offset the ecological and social impacts of the NELP, the State Government
should establish a minimum 30 year lease (with 2x30 year options) of a ½ to 1 acre site (with or
without an existing building) for use as a NEL Sustainability Centre.
Foundation Partners (tenants) could include SGA, with other like-minded non-profit organisations.
We note that the 3000 Acres group has already indicated a willingness to be a Foundation Partner at
the centre, with others expected to follow.
SUPPORT FOR A NEL SUSTAINABILITY CENTRE
We believe there is broad and high-level support for the State Government to establish a North East
Link Sustainability Centre as a NELP offset.
Since the publication of the relevant EES documentation, we have been talking to many organisations
(3000 Acres, Cultivating Community, Kevin Heinze Grow, Sustain: the Australian Food Network,
National Trust of Victoria) and Local Governments (such as Boroondara and Banyule) who have
indicated their support for the concept outlined in this submission.
Sustainable Gardening Australia - 6 Manningham Road West, Bulleen, Victoria, 3105
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Many people we have spoken to have expressed their concern that the north to north east
metropolitan area is poorly served by such critical infrastructure, especially at a time when personal
action to live more sustainably leverages benefits for the community.
LOCATION OF A NEL SUSTAINABILITY CENTRE
We understand that there may be opportunities to co-locate a NEL Sustainability Centre as part of
other sporting related offsets proposed by others.
We would recommend some analysis of the potential of sites such as the Henderson Seed Farm and
the Bulleen Driving Range.
In addition, we submit that a NEL Sustainability Centre should ideally be located within the NELP
construction zone or within the north to north-eastern metropolitan area, close to subscribers and
partners.
An indicative ‘heatmap’ of BAAG supporters who have signed a petition to protect BAAG’s future may
be instructive as to potential locations, as shown in Fig. 9.

Figure 9: Heatmap of Petition Signatories to Save BAAG, June 2019.
It is noteworthy that this heatmap also reflects the concentration of SGA’s 5,000 subscribers as
shown in Fig. 3.
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CONCLUSION
We submit that the establishment of a NEL Sustainability Centre and the delivery of programs and
services to residents within and close to the NELP catchment will improve their community
connections, improve their quality of life, and leverage clear social and ecological benefits.
As such, we believe the centre would offset some of the social and ecological impacts of the NELP.
Finally, we have included our latest Annual Report for further background information about our
activities and focus. We have also included our Community Workshops Brochure for partnerships
with local government.
If you would like to discuss this submission further, please feel free to contact me at
s.pfueller@sgaonline.org.au or 0422 481 933 or in the period 25-06-2019 to 19-07-2019
r.rowe@sgaonline.org.au or 0419 312 094.
Yours sincerely

Dr Sharron Pfueller
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Achievements in 2017-8
Gardening provides us with beauty around our homes and in public spaces as
well as offering opportunities to grow healthy food and provide for biodiversity. SGA strives to provide resources to encourage people to garden effectively
and responsibly and contribute to protecting our natural world.

Our vision
A healthy, biodiverse
planet and vibrant, sustainable communities.

Our principal
purpose
To encourage, educate
and enable home and
professional gardeners
to adopt sustainable
gardening practices to
protect or enhance the
natural environment or
a significant aspect of it.

The year 2017 - 2018 has been one of
progress towards achieving our goals.
We applied for and obtained two grants
from the Lord Mayor’s Charitable Fund.
One was for the training program to support Richard Rowe, our Training and
Learning Coordinator, in developing a
cohesive program to engage local government in partnerships to offer community workshops to their constituencies.
The other grant was to build SGA’s capacity by accessing external marketing advice, revising and improving the website
and obtaining the assistance of expert
horticultural writers to write new material for the site and for our newsletter. It
also will enable SGA to employ a coordinator to establish and manage the proposed Friends of SGA program.
The year also saw the end of the crowdfunding campaign for the SGA Garden
Product Guide – Safe for You ‘n’ Nature in
July 2017. We received a total of just
over $6000.
This has enabled us to employ part-time
experts in chemistry and databases to
augment the work of volunteers.
The database has become much easier
for volunteers to update and the foundations of the Guide, much more robust.

As well, the year has been one of challenge and change. In our continuing production of articles for the website and
newsletter and maintaining vibrant social
media, we have seen that there is increasing competition in the sustainable
gardening space. For many years, SGA
led the way, but now many gardening
and community websites and social media participants promote low environmental impact methods of growing plants
and linking production of fresh food with
health and community building.
It is wonderful, of course, to see that
there is movement towards a more general acceptance of a sustainable approach to gardening, but it means that
there is more competition for funding
opportunities, both in terms of donations
and grants.
Another challenge has come in the form
of the North-East Link. Considerable local
effort has been directed towards lessening its impacts on local businesses and
offices, but it may still have some effect
on SGA. However, detailed plans will not
be available until late 2019.
Despite challenges, the year has brought
more resources to enable our efforts to
make the planet healthier and more biodiverse. And much of this has been because of the crucial role our volunteers
have played. Thank you all!

Sustainable Gardening Australia

Communication and Education
Because electronic media use continues to rise at the expense of hard copy publications, we have ceased
production of printed booklets except for updates to existing publications. Although more people are signing up to SGA’s social media and to the Cuttings monthly newsletter, use of the website has declined a little.
Analysis of statistics on these electronic media indicates that the beginning of decline of website use coincided with more views on mobile phones than on PCs or laptops. Since the website was not able to be adjusted for optimum mobile phone use, it has been more difficult to access or read articles. We have, therefore taken steps to modernize the site and improve its structure to improve readership.

Website
There are now 362 articles on the site with the number increasing each
month. We also increased its security by changing from http: to https:

Cuttings Free Monthly Newsletter

2017—2018 Statistics
New web site articles
20

YouTube

Website users/month
Decreased by 16% to 156,571
Average unique web page views
per month
Increased by 16% to 72,886

New videos have been published—these are recordings presentations
from the Green Gardening Professional meetings.

Total Cuttings Subscribers

The number of new subscribers has increased. However, the task of producing new material for publication is time-consuming so that more existing articles are being revised and circulated each month.

13,980

Social Media
Social media use is increasing thanks to our greater understanding of what
attracts readers and thoughtful preparation of posts. We thank Wen
Cheng for her inspired work!

Garden Product Guide—Safe for You ’n’ Nature
As a result of the crowdfunding campaign in 2016-2017 we have been able
to employ people to revise the structure of the Guide’s underlying database and improve the method of updating information on the garden
products it covers. Progress has been hampered by the high turnover of
volunteers who have assist in updating products.

Cuttings Sign-ups
836
Facebook
“Likes”
Increased by 12% to 18,120
Users
Increased by 13.5% to 18,101
Twitter Followers
Increased by 27% to 1,398
Instagram Followers
Increased by 5% to 1095
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Training
Our training program, run by Richard Rowe, has had a total attendance this year of 909. Thank you to
Richard for this great achievement! SGA’s training capacity is being greatly enhanced by the grant from
the Lord Mayor’s Charitable Foundation. This has enabled Richard to create five new presentations, increasing the number of classes available for booking by local councils to 32.

Master Classes
Eight Master Classes have been successfully conducted with a total attendance of 128. Those focussing on propagation of native plants by either cuttings or seeds were the most popular. Other topics included constructing
veggie beds from pallets, sustainable building materials, pest management,
garlic and creating jarrariums and terrariums.

Community Workshops
In partnership with local councils iin the Melbourne area, SGA has
delivered 22 workshops with a total attendance of 599, as well as
a presentation to the Municipal Association of Victoria’s conference. The most popular topics reflect changing population and
housing profiles - they were:
Gardening in Small Spaces
Balcony Gardening
Active Ageing in the Garden
Other topics included:
Propagation by Seed and Cuttings
Renters and Gardens
Preparing for Summer Harvest
We have engaged an excellent new presenter, Nicole Griffiths, for
selected topics and she is also helping in the development of new
presentations.
For the full range see
https://
www.sgaonline.org.au/community-workshops/ .
.
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Our Team
Staff
Richard Rowe

Angelo Eliades

Maree Keifer

Colin Allison

Training and Learning
Coordinator

Science and Industry Research Officer

Industry and Member Liaison
Officer

Garden Chemicals
Scientist

Patrons
Josh Byrne

Our Volunteers
SGA couldn’t exist without the dedication and enthusiasm of our volunteers. Some work from home,
others come into the office (where we have a lot of fun!) It is a delight to work with such skilled and
pleasant people who bring a range of specialized skills e.g. IT, law, writing and database management.

Petrina Adams

Maree Kiefer

Meredith Plain

Colin Allison

Anne-Marie King

Penny Plain

Nick Blake

Julie Kirkpatrick

Sally Sheppard

Wen Cheng

Alice Macdougall, Herbert
Smith Freehills

Richard Rowe

Adrienne Crabb

Annette Morris

Allan Close

Debra Nette

Stan Close

Guy Palmer

Corey Entink

Sharron Pfueller

Megan Hallowes

Jeffrey Phuah

Peter Hayward
Leigh Keath , Yudo Human Resources

Bruce Plain

A BIG THANK YOU TO YOU ALL!

Frances Saunders
Allan Sleddon
Allison Styger
Katrina Taylor
Stephen Thomas
Glenda Timmins
Peter Zacharov
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SGA Foundation Financial Report
Profit & Loss Statement

Balance Sheet

July 2017—June 2018

As of June 2018

Income
Donations
Training income
Training-LMCF Innovation grant
Training - LMCF Thrive grant
Publications and DVD sales
Green Garden guide crowd funding
Fundraising income
Total Income
Cost Of Sales
Training other expenses
LMCF Innovation grant expenses
LMCF Thrive grant expenses
Publications expenses
Total Cost Of Sales
Gross Profit
Expenses
Bank Fees
Insurance
Computer expenses
SGA Website expenses
Telephone
Wages & Salaries
Superannuation
Workers Compensation
Total Expenses

$1,422
$17,849
$9,678
$1,800
$627
$3,474
$2,001
$36,851

$3,806
$327
$1,800
$104
$6,037
$30,814

$129
$1,803
$540
$288
$910
$21,027
$1,559
$212
$26,469

Operating Profit
Other Income
Interest Income
Total Other Income
Net Profit/(Loss)

$4,344

$63
$63
$4,407

Assets
General Cheque Account 8820
Cash on Hand
Gift Fund General Chq acc 3819
Gift Fund Business Max Ac 9534
Prepaid insurance
Trade Debtors
Total Assets
Liabilities
Prepaid LMCF Innovation grant
Prepaid LMCF Thrive grant
GST Liabilities
GST Collected
$456
GST Paid
-$288
Total GST Liabilities
Payroll Liabilities
Total Liabilities
Net Assets
Equity
Retained Earnings
Settlement Capital
Current Earnings
Total Equity

$33,876
$100
$5,407
$12,128
$580
$4,078
$56,169

$14,000
$18,200

$168
$790
$33,158
$23,011

$18,504
$100
$4,407
$23,011
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SGA Inc. Financial report
Profit & Loss Statement
July 2017—June 2018

Balance Sheet
As of June 2018

Income
Garden Profess&Industry Income
Green Gardening Profes Subscr
$4,188
GG Networking events
$1,090
Total Garden Profess&Industry Income
$5,279
Other Income
Membership fee SGA inc
$77
Total Other Income
$77
Total Income
$5,356
Cost of Sales
Gardening Profess&Industry Exp
Green Garden Profess expenses
Total Cost of Sales
Gross Profit
Expenses
Bank Fees
Paypal Fees
Insurance
Registration Fees
Employment Expenses
Superannuation
Wages & Salaries
Total Employment Expenses
Total Expenses

$480
$480
$4,876

$130
$43
$1,840
$235
$1,017
$11,403
$12,420
$14,667

Assets
Current Assets
Cheque Account
High Interest account
SGA Petty Cash
Prepaid insurance
Total Current Assets
Property & Equipment
Equipment
Office Equipment
Equipment Accum Dep'n
Total Equipment
Total Property & Equipment
Total Assets
Liabilities
Current Liabilities
GST Liabilities
GST Collected
Total GST Liabilities
Payroll Liabilities
PAYG Tax Payable
Total Payroll Liabilities
Total Current Liabilities
Total Liabilities
Net Assets

Operating Profit
Other Income
Interest received
Total Other Income

$7,211
-$7,211
$0
$0
$6,727

$70
$70
$636
$636
$706
$706
$6,021

-$9,791

$33
$33

Other Expenses
Net Profit / (Loss)

$906
$5,132
$89
$600
$6,727

(-$9,758)

Equity
Retained Earnings
Current Year Earnings
Total Equity

$15,779
-$9,758
$6,021
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Sustainable Gardening Australia Incorporated
President’s and Vice-President’s Report
As an incorporated association, SGA Inc is the Trustee of the Sustainable Gardening Australia Foundation . It
aims to support the Foundation in achieving community education to minimize environmental impacts of
gardening at local, national and international levels. In addition, SGA Inc. manages the Green Gardening Professionals program and the IT and human resources systems.
This year has seen improvements in the running and capacity of the Green Gardening Professionals program which is contributing
to the knowledge and skills of members of the gardening industry.
At the June 2018 meeting, Bruce Plain resigned as president due to pressure of other commitments. Sharron Pfueller was Acting
President until her election as President at the Annual General Meeting in October, 2018. In his new role as Vice President, Bruce
will continue to support the organization.
We thank Bruce for his many years of inspiration and commitment to SGA as President!
Finally, thank you to all SGA’s board members for their valuable input and support.

Bruce Plain

Dr. Sharron Pfueller

Peter Howey

Dr. Greg Moore

Treasurer and Secretary

Retired Head of Burnley
College, University of Melbourne, horticulturalist

President

Vice-President

Director of Bulleen Art &
Garden and environmentalist

Retired Monash University
researcher/educator and
environmentalist

Sally Sheppard

Simon Branson

Deb Nette

Lawyer and environmentalist

Landscaper and
small business owner

Horticulturalist, Environmentalist and TAFE Trainer

Small business owner, garden centre
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Activities
Anne Marie King and Bruce continued to develop and fine tune procedures for HR management and new volunteer inductions/
sign ups.
We thank Nick Blake for updating office hardware, replacing old hard drives with thin clients, and Jeff Phuah for collating hardware for streaming. He has also developed systems and written procedures for live streaming of Professional Peer Evenings.
Thanks also to Nick Blake and Paul McMorran for upgrading the server so that there is now greater computing power and storage, allowing better monitoring and redundancy capabilities. This provides improved reliability and response times, particularly
when using larger databases such as the SGA contacts database. It also provides options to upgrade the operating system or
shift the current operating system in the future.

Green Gardening Professionals
SGA’s Green Gardening Professionals program (GGPs) is for professional gardeners,
horticulturists, landscapers, food gardeners, educators, trainers and nursery people
who are interested in:

• Learning more about sustainable gardening from a design and practice perspec-

2017-2018 Statistics
Members
86

tive.

•
•
•
•

Keeping up to date with the latest sustainable industry developments.
Building their general garden design and implementation skills.

Peer Evenings
12

Catching up with people working in the same industry and with similar values.
Sharing information and experiences regarding sustainable gardening practices.

GGPs are committed to contributing to a sustainable future through the world of
gardening.
The GGP program has continued to improve its administration and communication
processes and has been working on:
• Monthly training events lead by industry expert presenters
• Regular live streaming of these monthly events
• Adding footage to our growing Industry Library
• Producing a quarterly Industry Newsletter
• Interactive webinar trials with industry experts

Live-streamed Presentations
5
Recorded Presentations
6
Webinars
1
Garden Industry Newsletters
2

Presenters
Joe Kellett, Dr Greg Moore, Peter Symes and Neil Perkins, Michael Tanner, John Pinniger and Fred Surr, Dugald Noyes,
Dr Charles Meredith, Simon Branson , Frances Saunders, Dr Paul Horne, Dean Speldewinde

Thank you all!
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Sustainable Gardening Australia Foundation
ABN 47 508 099 142

Trustee:

Sustainable Gardening Australia Incorporated
ABN 49 895 542 709
6 Manningham Road West,
Bulleen, Victoria, 3105
P: 03 8850 3050
Email: info@sgaonline.org.au

Community Workshops
Protecting the natural environment • Growing local healthy food • Building community

For over 15 years SGA has been delivering positive outcomes to home gardeners,
communities and the environment.
We are committed to providing workshops of the highest quality that meet the needs
of your community. Over the last two years our experienced presenters have been
engaged by more than 20 organisations to deliver sustainable gardening workshops.
With a wide range of topics to choose from there should be one to meet your needs.
If not, let us know and we may be able to develop one.

Workshop Formats
Many workshops are delivered indoors with seating and projection making them
perfect for an evening event or when weather is not suitable for gardening.

Sustainable
Gardening Topics

Gardening for Food and Health
•
•
•
•

1 ½ to 2 hours ($450 / event + GST)

Community Workshops
Community Workshops bring groups of people together to learn
about gardening sustainably. They are designed to be inspiring,
grounded in the latest science and best gardening practice and
rich in practical suggestions for people to use in their own gardens.
•

Introduction by the workshop sponsor (5 mins)
Workshop Part 1 (45 mins)
Beverage Break (15 mins)
Workshop Part 2 (45 mins)
Q&A (10 mins)

Getting Started with Organic Gardening
Composting and Worm Farming = Black Gold
Building Healthy Soil for Garden Health
Soil Food Web and The Universe Below
A fun and interactive role play
Water Efficient Wicking Beds and Pots
Can be combined with a construction activity
Preparing for Winter Harvest
Preparing for Spring Harvest
Preparing for Summer Harvest
Preparing for Autumn Harvest
Dealing with Garden Pests Without Harsh Chemicals
Companion Planting for Garden Health
Active Ageing Through Gardening

For more details on each topic go to

Workshop attendees –

So informative &
engaging. I appreciated
how much information
was included in a single
workshop and how
generously you answered
our many questions.’

Fantastic! Learnt
so much. Please
organise more talks.’

www.sgaonline.org.au/community-workshops

• How Sustainable is your Garden? A Checklist
• Design Tips for a Sustainable Garden
• The Thrifty Gardener – Reduce, Reuse and Recycle in the Garden
• Tiny Houses, Tiny Gardens, Big Living
• Gardening for Renters
• Gardening in Small Spaces – Pots, Courtyards or Balconies
• Practical Vertical Gardening
• Water Smart Gardening
• Rainwater Tanks and Irrigation Systems
New in 2019
• Reduce your Carbon Footprint by Gardening Sustainably

Sustainable Garden Design

• Sharing your Garden with Wildlife – An Introduction
• Attracting Small Birds to your Garden
• Attracting Butterflies to your Garden
• Attracting Frogs to your Garden
New in 2019
• Native Plant Propagation from Cuttings
Hands on workshop best run outdoors
• Native Plant Propagation from Seed
Hands on workshop best run outdoors
• Indigenous Food, Fibre and Medicine Plants
• Weeds – Dancing with Nature in the Garden
Including edible weeds

Gardening for Biodiversity

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

A typical 2 hour workshop agenda is:
•
•
•
•
•

1 ½ to 2 hours ($450 / event + GST)

Walk and Talk
A community garden or nature reserve is a great venue to inspire people to
garden more sustainably. The venue provides the inspiration for discussion,
highlighting examples of what can be achieved or changed in the home garden
or community space. Topics that can be adopted to this format include Habitat
Gardening, Preparing for (season) Harvest and Starting an Organic Garden.

45 min ($250 / event + GST)

Bite Size Talks

www.sgaonline.org.au is a wealth of sustainable
gardening information and can be a valuable resource for your
local community. There are a number of ways to help your
community connect with this information. You can:

Other Resources

(1) Travel charges may apply where a venue is further than 15km from
SGA’s office.
(2) Changes to workshop scope or format may attract additional charges.
(3) Additional charges may apply where SGA provides workshop materials.
(4) SGA can provide a digital copy of workshop notes for the host to print
and distribute at the event.

NOTE:

While our Bite Size Talks are shorter in length, they are packed with
ideas and actions for people to take home and try. They are perfect for
employee lunchtime talks, a session at a seniors or retirement seminar,
a talk at the local library or a sustainability festival.

We’ve worked with SGA for
many years to deliver our
sustainability workshop program.
Richard is easy to communicate with
and always gets back to us quickly
with quotes. He and his speakers are
passionate, enthusiastic and great
subject matter experts.’
– Andrea and Liz, City of Boroondara

• Add a link to
www.sgaonline.org.au on your website
• Load our free sustainable gardening fact sheets on your website
• Share topical SGA articles via your social media platforms
or email newsletters

Discounts
Discounts are available to organisations
that book multiple workshops at a time.
Not-For-Profit organisations receive a
15% discount off headline prices.

WORKSHOPS

DISCOUNT

2 workshops

5%

3 workshops

7.5%

4 or more workshops

10%

Become an SGA Community Partner
Become an ‘SGA Community Partner’ and help SGA continue its work
protecting the natural environment, growing local healthy food and building community.
A 12 month ‘SGA Community Partner’ subscription includes:
One Bite Size Talk for your staff or community
Acknowledgement as an ‘SGA Community Partner’ on the SGA website for a period of 12 months
The use of the ‘SGA Community Partner’ Logo on your website for a period of 12 months
A 5% discount on individual workshops booked during the 12 month subscription period
(not cumulative with other discounts)
Optional promotion of your SGA Community Workshops to SGA subscribers living in your
postcode catchment areas
Cost – $450 (+GST) – Contact us if you would like to discuss other sponsorship opportunities.

Trainer Profiles
Richard Rowe
Richard is a passionate home gardener, worm farmer, experienced trainer and
community facilitator. After a long and successful corporate career in finance
and sustainability, Richard now focuses on environmental education for both
adults and school children and on the local food movement.

Nicole Griffith
Nicole is a qualified teacher with over ten years of experience as an educator
and presenter. She has a particular interest in edible gardening and has
worked with both school and community kitchen garden programs.

Information and bookings
www.sgaonline.org.au/community-workshops
(03) 8850 3050
R.Rowe@sgaonline.org.au

SUBMISSION TO THE NORTH EAST LINK ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS STATEMENT
ATTACHMENT 3: BENEFITS OF HOME AND COMMUNITY GARDENING
Gardens and the act of gardening make many positive contributions to the planet and society. These
include:
•
•
•
•
•

Biodiversity enhancement1
Provision of fresh healthy food which has more vitamins than when stored refrigerated2, is free
of pesticides3 and reduces food and shopping miles4.
Improved cardiovascular health and longevity5
Mental wellbeing6,7
Horticultural therapy which is currently being used in hospital, rehabilitation centres, disability
services, aged care facilities and a range of community settings, including people's homes and
community gardens.8

1

Mark A.Goddard, Andrew J.Dougil, Tim G.Benton, 2010. Scaling up from gardens: biodiversity conservation in
urban environments. Trends in ecology and evolution 25 (2): 90-98.
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0169534709002468
2

Linshan Li, Ronald B.Pegg, Ronald R.Eitenmiller, Ji-YeonChun, Adrian L.Kerrihard, 2017 . Selected nutrient analyses
of fresh, fresh-stored, and frozen fruits and vegetables. Journal of Food Composition and Food Analysis 59: 8-17.
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0889157517300418
3

Environmental Working Group. EWG's 2019 Shopper's Guide to Pesticides in Produce.
https://www.ewg.org/foodnews/summary.php
4

https://www.sustainability.vic.gov.au/You-and-your-home/Live-sustainably/Sustainable-shopping/Shop-locallyshopping-miles
5

Min Zhao, Sreenivas P Veeranki, Shengxu Li, Lyn M Steffen, Bo Xi. 2019. Beneficial associations of low and large
doses of leisure time physical activity with all-cause, cardiovascular disease and cancer mortality: a national cohort
study of 88,140 US adults. British Journal of Sports Medicine
https://bjsm.bmj.com/content/early/2019/02/26/bjsports-2018-099254
6

Julia Darnton, Lauren McGuire. 2014. What are the physical and mental benefits of gardening?
https://www.canr.msu.edu/news/what_are_the_physical_and_mental_benefits_of_gardening
7

Georgia Pollard, Philip Roetman, James Ward, Belinda Chiera, Evangeline Mantzioris. 2018. Beyond Productivity:
Considering the Health, Social Value and Happiness of Home and Community Food Gardens. Urban Sci. 2(4): 97.
https://doi.org/10.3390/urbansci2040097
8

https://www.cultivatensw.org.au/horticultural-therapy/

Dear Sir/Madam,
Re: Offsetting EES Impacts by establishing a North East Link Sustainability Centre
Banyule City Council is concerned about the published impacts that the North East Link project will
have on environmental assets, including waterways, flora and fauna, native vegetation and trees.
Council is also concerned about the impact of the project on residential and business properties and
the location and future viability of valued community and sustainability assets in the construction
zone, including Sustainable Gardening Australia, who are co-located at the Bulleen Art and Garden
Nursery.
Banyule City Council understands that Sustainable Gardening Australia would like a Sustainability
Centre to be established with partners to continue and expand their range of training, education and
information projects. These together with demonstration projects would provide people with the
knowledge and techniques to live a more environmentally sustainable lifestyle.
Given the investments and offsets made as a result of the West Gate Tunnel and other major
infrastructure projects currently underway in Victoria, Banyule City Council supports in principle
SGA’s submission that the North East Link project seeks to offset its impacts by supporting the
relocation of SGA and supporting their bid to establish a sustainability centre in a suitable location,
outside the zone impacted by the North East Link.
The centre, with the relevant partners and innovative service delivery, would contribute to
community-wide reduction of carbon emissions, chemical pollution and food miles. It would also
contribute to water conservation and water quality improvement, waste minimisation and, at the
same time, grow social capital in Banyule and neighbouring council areas.

Regards
Jim Mead
Environmental Sustainability Education Officer
Banyule City Council

BOROONDARA

Dr Sharon Pfueller and Mr Bruce Plain
Managers
Sustainable Gardening Australia (SGA)
6 Manningham Road West
Bulleen VIC 3105

Dear Dr Pfueller and Mr Plain
I am very pleased to support your submission to Planning Panels Victoria in response
to the North East Link (NEL) Environment Effects Statement (EES) and your request
for the North East Link Project (NELP) to construct a Sustainability Centre to house,
amongst other organisations, the Sustainable Gardening Australia (SGA).
I am very concerned to hear SGA will be displaced by construction works. Our two
organistations share very similar concerns about the impact of the NEL on waterways,
flora and fauna, native vegetation, trees, as well as residential and business properties
as documented in the EES.
Based on the EES reference design, there will be significant impacts within Boroondara
including:
•

•

•

•

The acqusition of approximately six hectares of Koonung Creek Reserve (KCR)
for freeway widening.
o KCR is regional park and biodiversity corridor that provides fauna habitat
along the Koonung Creek.
The acqusition of Boroondara Tennis Centre (BTC).
o The BTC is a public tennis centre servicing tennis players across the
region and used as a venue for major tournaments, including a number of
school tournaments.
Impact on the Freeway Golf Course (FGC).
o The FGC is a very popular 18 hole public golf course. It also serves to
protect local flora and fauna along the Yarra River, associated billabongs
and the Koonung Creek.
Removal of over five thousand trees along the freeway corridor and in local
parks to be used as construction laydown sites.

I am also extremely concerned to see the land on which SGA is located, with the
Bulleen Art and Garden (BAAG) nursery, is within the construction zone for the NEL.
We understand this will require SGA to find a new home.

Camberwell Office 8 Inglesby Road Camberwell Victoria T 9278 4444 F 9278 4466
Postal Address Private Bag 1 Camberwell Victoria 3124
Email boroondara@boroondara.vic.gov.au

BOROONDARA

The SGA is a highly valued community organisation that supports councils, including
the City of Boroondara and others impacted by the NEL, to deliver inspiring and
effective community education and engagement programs. These programs and
demonstration projects provide people with the knowledge and techniques to live more
sustainably.
I understand that SGA would like a Sustainability Centre to be established in the local
area. The centre would allow SGA, with its partner organistaions, to continue and
expand its range of training, education and information projects. Given the investments
and offsets made as a result of the West Gate Tunnel and other major transport
projects, it is considered entirely appropriate the NELP seek to offset some of its
impacts by supporting the design and delivery of a Sustainability Centre.
Council will be providing a submission to Planning Panels Victoria on the NEL. The
submission will raise issues regarding the impact on the project on waterways, flora
and fauna and native vegetation.
I wish you all the best in your advocacy through the EES process to secure the best
outcome for the SGA.

Yours sincerely

Mathew Dixon
Co-ordinator Environmental Sustainability
City of Boroondara
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