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Appendix B Letters of Support

Date: 26 April 2018
Mr Tim Rudge
General Manager
Yumbah Aquaculture
68 Snapper Point Road
Allestree
Victoria 3305
Dear Mr Rudge

RE: Yumbah Aquaculture Regional Growth Fund (RGF) grant funding application.
Project: Yumbah Nyamat.
FRDC is pleased to support the Yumbah Aquaculture proposal to significantly increase
the output of its abalone farming activities.
FRDC is a statutory corporation within the Australian Government’s Agriculture and
Water Resources portfolio and is accountable to the Parliament of Australia through
the Minister for Agriculture and Water Resources. Revenue for Research,
Development and Extension (RD&E) investment comes via a co-funding model
between the Australian Government and the commercial fishing and aquaculture
industries.
The Corporation was formed on 2 July 1991 and operates under two key pieces of
legislation the Primary Industries Research and Development Act 1989 (PIRD Act), and
the Public Governance, Performance and Accountability Act 2013 (PGPA Act). The
FRDC’s planned outcome is: Increased economic, social and environmental benefits
for Australian fishing and aquaculture, and the wider community, by investing in
knowledge, innovation, and marketing.
The FRDC’s support for the Yumbah Aquaculture RGF application stems from the high
level of consistency of the proposal with the FRDC’s planned outcome.
FRDC has reviewed the application and provides the following comments:
 FRDC has invested farmed abalone research, development and extension
(RD&E) since 1993
 Yumbah Aquaculture has been a FRDC industry partner since the farmed
abalone RD&E effort began, and has contributed to that RD&E effort
 Yumbah Aquaculture is a proactive member of the Australian Abalone
Growers Association (AAGA) with which the FRDC has an Industry Partnership
Agreement
 FRDC strongly supports the significant upscaling of the outputs of its research
to grow Australian fisheries and the relevant regional economies.
 The Yumbah Aquaculture proposal takes advantage of recent R&D
breakthroughs to boost aquaculture productivity; and also has the potential to
boost the wild abalone harvest via enhancement. It is a very strategic
proposal.



There is a significant economic benefit to Australia in being an exporter to the
Chinese market

FRDC believes the project will generate substantial direct and indirect economic
benefits at regional and state levels. FRDC believes the proposal demonstrates
strong alignment with the objectives of the Australian RGF grant funding program;
and the National Aquaculture Strategy that aims to double the value of Australia’s
aquaculture industry over ten years by encouraging development of new industry
projects and growth of existing businesses. To achieve this doubling of value
aquaculture production will have to grow by 7% pa over the 10 years of the strategy,
requiring a concerted effort from industry and government. This proposal once
implemented will assist in meeting this target.
Growth of Yumbah Aquaculture will also lead to new and additional growth in the
businesses that supply goods and services to the company, most of these are locally
and regionally based, which in turn will generate growth in the local and regional
economy.
FRDC has a long association with Yumbah Aquaculture and know the company to be a
well-established, substantial employer.
I wish you and Yumbah Aquaculture well with the project and funding application.
Yours sincerely,

Patrick Hone
Managing Director

23 April 2018
RDA Barwon South West Committee

Mr Tim Rudge
Operations Manager
Yumbah Narrawong
68 Snapper Point Road
Portland Vic 3305

Level 2, Harrison Place
237 Ryrie Street
Geelong VIC 3220

P: +613 5215 6000
F: +613 5215 6099
E: rda.barwonsouthwest@rdv.vic.gov.au

Dear Mr Rudge
REGIONAL GROWTH FUND – LETTER OF SUPPORT
Thank you for providing the Regional Development Australia Barwon South West Committee (RDA
BSW) with an overview of the Yumbah Nyamat Aquaculture Park (the project).
RDA BSW has considered the project against each of the Regional Growth Fund assessment criteria
and supports your application for the following reasons:
•
•

•
•

Yumbah Nyamat Aquaculture Park is expected to double the annual national abalone
production.
The project delivers a high cost benefit ratio and this initial stage is expected to create 100
new jobs. Importantly, the project will contribute substantially to the diversification of the
Portland economy and deliver flow on benefit through supply chain businesses.
The company is expected to increase revenue to in excess of $40 million pa, with more than
80% of that revenue from exports.
The jobs created by this project will support new vocational training that could provide
Certificate 3 and 4 traineeships and contribute to the low year twelve or equivalent attainment
rate in the region.

Additionally, the project aligns with the RDA Charter and addresses key priorities in the BSW RDA
Regional Roadmap including the need to promote economic competitiveness and support initiatives
that enable growth in food production, food processing, food supply chains and increased export
capability.
For these reasons, RDA BSW recognises the value of your project to the region and wishes you well
with your application.
Yours sincerely

Bruce Anson
Chair
Regional Development Australia Barwon South West

Friends of the Great South West Walk Inc
A0032572F
PO Box 192
Portland Vic 3305

28th September 2018

Mr Tim Rudge
General Manager
Yumbah Narrawong
Portland Vic 3305

Dear Tim
On behalf of the President, Lou Florakx and committee of the Friends of the Great South
West Walk thank you for your presentation on 12 September 2018 to our committee outlining
Yumbah’s development plans for Lots1 8/315 Dutton Way and Lot 2 Princess Highway
Bolwarra.
Our committee considered the comprehensive outline of the project from yourself and Emma
of the benefits of the project to the community of Portland including the enhancement of the
Great South West Walk and resolved to support the proposal subject to approval from all
relevant authorities and consistent with the Glenelg Shires Management plans.
Matters positively considered to enhance the Great South West Walk were landscaping and
interpretative signage along the current route to enhance walker experience and
complement the local environment.
Our committee welcomes the opportunity to discuss further enhancements to the Great
South West Walk and advancement of the project as opportunities arise.
Once again thank you for the presentation and opportunity to discuss this project to our
mutual benefit.

Yours faithfully

Ewen J Lovell
Ewen Lovell
Secretary

21/09/2018

To Whom It May Concern,
I write this letter outlining the educational benefits that students from schools in the Portland
region gain as a result of the relationship with Yum bah Aquaculture.
In my experience Yum bah Aquaculture has provided students with educational opportunities
that have complemented science programs. For example, onsite tours have allowed students
to experience an unfamiliar species of marine life close up and to see first-hand the
importance of providing living creatures with a suitable environment if they are to survive.
Students also learn about the importance of creating and maintaining sustainable food
sources for the community.
Yumbah Aquaculture can support all five areas of science understanding set out in the
Victorian Primary Science Curriculum. They include science as a human endeavour, biological
sciences, chemical sciences, earth and space science and physical sciences.
The ability for schools to create working partnerships with businesses like Yumbah
Aquaculture can become an important component of their science programs.
partnerships assist schools to provide a richer learning experience for the students.
Yours Sincerely,

£:!:4
Primary School Science Specialist

These

