Haining Farm Community Update
March 2019

Works continue at Haining Farm with the
bushfire mitigation works, deer exclusion
fence and revegetation all well under way.
All project information remains available on
the Engage Victoria Haining Farm webpage
at: www.engage.vic.gov.au/haining-farm

Detailed design survey results
Thank you to those that participated in the
detailed design survey and for those who took the
time to come along to the open day on 8
September 2018. The results of the survey are
now available on the Engage Victoria website.
The survey results demonstrated that the local
community showed a preference for planting a
mix of natives and exotics in the open woodland
buffer, while the broader community showed a
preference for natives only. To recognise that it
will be the local community who is most impacted
by the look of the site and that all species
presented as options will meet the bushfire
mitigation requirements, we will be planting a mix
of natives and exotics. We will provide you with a
copy of the planting plan in the coming months
prior to planting commencing this year.

Weed and pest management
Those of you who have driven by the site over the
last couple of months will have noticed a large
increase in weed growth. We were anticipating
this following the removal of the cows and are
proactively managing some of the more
competitive weeds to ensure they don’t impact
the neighbouring properties.
Although exotic species will always be present,
over time and with careful ongoing management
the balance will tip in favour of native plants.
Significant planning and effort is being put into
control methods, particularly in the next couple of
years as the plants establish.
A pest animal program is commencing to control
pest animals, including rabbits and foxes.

Bushfire mitigation works
The bushfire mitigation works are almost
complete including the internal track network for
fire response vehicles and additional water points.
There is some more work to go, including the
installation of some additional culverts, but we
don’t anticipate any issues with these.

New access tracks are now throughout the site

The open woodland will be planted using native and
exotic species

Deer exclusion fence

Revegetation

The deer exclusion fence has been installed with
the exception of sections where new bridges will
be constructed. The fence design is based on a
similar fence in another area which is proving very
successful at excluding the deer from browsing on
revegetated areas.

Revegetation is progressing well and there has
been remarkable growth; trees that were planted
in Spring 2018 are already more than one metre
tall.

Wombat access
We are currently experiencing the determination
of the wombats in the Yarra Valley who are eager
to come into the conservation area. Without a
change to our approach, this is likely to cause us
ongoing maintenance issues with fence repair.
Wombats are not a significant threat to the
revegetation, so we want to provide them with a
practical entry and exit method that does not
create a maintenance issue or allow other species
to enter the conservation area.
In the next couple of months we will be trialling
“wombat gates” based on a design from Zoos
Victoria. These gates are specifically targeted to
allow wombat use only. Time will tell if we can
“teach” them which way to waddle!

Revegetation works continue

How to get involved
This Autumn we have several activities for you to
get involved in and see first-hand how Haining
Farm is progressing. Get the kids and grandkids
outside to enjoy nature and be part of building a
new park.
• Bird monitoring - 2 & 16 April 2019
• Community planting session - 9 April 2019
• Frogwatch event - 11 April 2019 (night)
For more information and to book your place,
contact the Education & Community Engagement
Manager ARice@greeningaustralia.org.au or for
further information visit the website at:
www.greeningaustralia.org.au/projects/hainingfarm

Wombats will soon have their own gates

Wetland construction
The nine wetland cells are complete and have
held water even better than expected. The
irrigation system is also installed and being used
to keep the new plants wet until the autumn rains
arrive. Each cell is capable of being individually
filled and emptied and eventually will be
controllable through a mobile phone app.
Construction of the second smaller wetland area
will commence shortly.

Next steps
There are a lot more changes coming to Haining
Farm in the next few months including the
following:
•
•
•
•

Finishing the culverts and Don River
crossings.
Constructing the Don Rd access points.
Further site clean-up including burn piles and
asbestos removal.
Continued slashing and spraying.

For further information please call 13 1963 or
email info@parks.vic.gov.au

