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DRAFT Phillip Island (Millowl)
Wildlife Plan Summary
Land use on Phillip Island

HAVE YOUR SAY
Complete the Phillip
Island (Millowl) Wildlife
Plan feedback survey on
Engage Victoria.

20%

Phillip Island Nature Parks

Other e.g. residential,
open space, commercial,
industrial, cultural, civic etc.

20%

The Island’s visitor economy contributes
of region’s economy
The population is

60%

Agriculture

39%

11,400 (ABS 2018)

1.1 million

visitors come annually
to nature-based attractions (Nature Parks 2018-19)

WHY DO WE NEED THE PHILLIP ISLAND (MILLOWL) WILDLIFE PLAN?
Wildlife is an intrinsic and important part of Phillip Island’s landscape and identity. Living
with wildlife is a whole of community privilege and responsibility.
Several native species have increased in number such that they pose
challenges to conservation work, biodiversity, buildings, assets
and local agricultural practices on the Island.
Stakeholder organisations and individuals on Phillip Island have
requested action, and have a strong desire to collaborate in the
development of more effective and sustainable management options.

This draft Plan
acknowledges and links
in with existing plans,
strategies and work
currently being undertaken,
and aims to identify and
address gaps to develop a
place-based plan, unique
to Phillip Island

Millowl is the Bunurong name for Phillip Island. It is part of the
Country recognised as being the Traditional Land and Waters of the Bunurong
People and is steeped in cultural history dating back tens of thousands of years. We
acknowledge the Traditional Owners of the land on which we live, work, and learn,
the Bunurong People. We pay our respects to their Elders past, present and emerging.

Bunurong
Land Council
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PLAN OUTCOMES

PRINCIPLES

LONG-TERM OUTCOMES

The plan has been developed with the following
principles in mind:

Healthy and sustainable wildlife populations
and habitat.

Viable and adaptable agriculture and tourism
industries.
Community support and partnerships
to effectively manage wildlife.

MANAGEMENT OUTCOMES
Animal welfare improved.
Reduced impact of wildlife on environmental, public
health, safety, social and economic assets.
Visitors and the local community value wildlife and
contribute to its management on Phillip Island.
Partnerships established to deliver effective
wildlife management.
Viable agricultural industry maintained on
Phillip Island.

A COLLABORATIVE APPROACH
The Phillip Island (Millowl) Wildlife Plan (the Plan) represents
a collaborative approach to wildlife management between
the Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning
(DELWP), Bass Coast Shire Council, local landholders,
residents, and the Island’s Crown Land managers Phillip
Island Nature Parks in consultation with the Bunurong Land
Council Aboriginal Corporation (BLCAC).

TRADITIONAL OWNER ENGAGEMENT
BLCAC is the Registered Aboriginal Party for Phillip Island
(Millowl). This Plan recognises the intrinsic connection
of the Bunurong People to Millowl and is committed to
engaging with, and developing this Plan in partnership to
foster a mutually beneficial and lasting relationship.

Evidence-based solutions based on scientific
research.
Collaborative and inclusive across government,
land holders, council and community to achieve
common goals.
Outcomes focused and place-based strategy
specific to Phillip Island (Millowl).
Effective and humane management methods
to maintain healthy populations.

Wildlife Management is….
… managing wildlife populations
and their habitats for the benefit
of the community and wildlife.
It can include preservation and
restoration of habitat, wildlife
recovery programs, fencing to
protect or exclude, harvesting,
and control programs.
A range of methods can be used
in wildlife management including,
captive breeding programs or
fertility control, translocation,
revegetation, feral animal and
weed control, exclusion, scaring,
harvesting and lethal control.
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GOVERNANCE, IMPLEMENTATION, MONITORING AND REVIEW

A Steering Committee was established to oversee
the development of this draft Plan and included
representatives from Phillip Island Nature Parks, Bass
Coast Shire Council, DELWP and local landholders.

with the key organisations and stakeholders has been
undertaken to help define the issues and potential
solutions, the final plan will consider the feedback and
contributions from the broader community.

The Phillip Island (Millowl) Wildlife Plan Steering
Committee is committed to a collaborative approach
using the best available data, information and
local knowledge to make decisions to support the
development of this draft plan. While initial work

Action

Identify and establish governance arrangements to
oversee the implementation, monitoring and review
of the Phillip Island (Millowl) Wildlife Plan.

DRAFT STRATEGIES AND ACTIONS
Strategy 1 – Build understanding of key
wildlife populations and their impacts on
agriculture, public health, conservation
and tourism through research to inform
evidence-based decision making and wildlife
management practices.
The management of wildlife should be based on the best
available information and be adaptable to change. This
strategy identifies research and development needs to
facilitate an improved understanding of the issues and key
species. This is crucial for informed decision making about
why, when and how to intervene to prevent undesirable
impacts or changes.
This strategy is strongly linked to the whole Plan in
providing the knowledge base to inform these strategies
and measure the success of actions undertaken within
each strategy.
Actions
Understand populations of Cape Barren Geese,
Swamp Wallabies and Common Brushtail Possums and
their impacts on agriculture, tourism and community.
Explore the current and potential role native
predators play in the management of wildlife on
Phillip Island.
Undertake a comprehensive cost benefit analysis
(cultural, economic and social) of wildlife to the Phillip
Island and visitor community.
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Strategy 2 – Actively manage wildlife to
balance conservation, natural and built
environments, public safety, social and
economic values on Phillip Island.
This strategy focuses on using research and information
(Strategy 1), the incorporation of cultural use (Strategy
4) and education (Strategy 5) to deliver improved ways
of balancing the needs of wildlife with the needs of the
community. It supports healthy and sustainable wildlife
populations while maintaining a viable agriculture and
tourism industry by reducing the impacts of some wildlife
species on environmental, public health, safety, social and
economic assets and values.
Actions
Establish and implement a coordinated and
collaborative approach to managing impacts of
wildlife on agriculture, built assets, public safety and
conservation areas on Phillip Island.
Undertake trials of alternate control methods for
mitigating damage and financial loss by wildlife and
improving wildlife welfare outcomes.
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Strategy 3 - Support and value a viable
agricultural industry on Phillip Island.

This strategy contributes to outcomes for a viable
agricultural industry and complements the actions outlined
in Strategy 2. It describes actions that support landholders
in identifying and taking advantage of opportunities to
adapt and diversify farming practices that contribute to
their sustainability.
Supporting a viable agricultural industry is strongly
supported by the other strategies in increasing our
knowledge to develop better and proactive ways to
manage wildlife that balances healthy populations and a
viable agricultural industry. The strategy also works toward
building the support and understanding of visitors and the
community about the importance of agriculture and the
need for managing wildlife on Phillip Island.
Actions
Maintain existing agricultural land as part of Phillip
Island’s landscape.

Support opportunities for landholders to maintain viable
farms that also support wildlife and conservation.

Our Island Farm
- Case Study
Bimbadeen on Phillip Island is a familyowned, 340 acre farming property.
Since 1955, the Davie family has operated
the property for dairying and pig production
before introducing beef cattle in 1968.
It has become renowned for its premium
quality beef and innovative environmental
practices. The family has introduced
initiatives to ensure their farm can be viable
and sustainable into the future including
free range egg and honey production,
accommodation, a farm store, cafe and
working farm tours. The Davie family has
recently taken another significant step
towards sustainability through Carbon
Sequestration and undertook their first soil
carbon offset in 2019.

Strategy 4 – Identify and support opportunities
to incorporate Bunurong culture into the
management of wildlife on Phillip Island (Millowl).
For the Bunurong People, involvement in land management,
and access and use of wildlife is an important step in
maintaining connection to their culture. It has the potential
to contribute to the management of abundant wildlife on
the Island.
The aim of this strategy is to facilitate involvement
of BLCAC members in the management of wildlife
on Country (Millowl). The actions are designed to
enable access to wildlife for cultural use and identify
opportunities for the incorporation of Bunurong culture
into the management of wildlife.
Actions
Bunurong People access wildlife from Phillip Island
(Millowl) for cultural use.
Bunurong culture is acknowledged and incorporated
into wildlife management on Phillip Island (Millowl).

Strategy 5 – Promote positive attitudes and
actions towards wildlife and nature through
education and providing opportunities to
access and experience wildlife and nature in a
sustainable and ethical way.
This strategy focuses on promoting positive attitudes
towards wildlife and nature by informing, engaging and
inspiring participation from the community and stakeholders
to better understand and contribute to healthy and
sustainable wildlife populations on Phillip Island.
People and organisations on Phillip Island already
undertake a broad range of activities that connect
people to nature, so the actions in this strategy have
been developed to align and strengthen these activities.
The actions seek to build relationships and identify
opportunities for the community to contribute to
conservation and management of wildlife and value a
viable agricultural industry.
Actions
Develop an education/community program to support
conservation and management of wildlife by the
community.
Further Information
www.engage.vic.gov.au
swp@delwp.vic.gov.au
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