Haining Farm Community Update
Summer 2020/21
Works continue at Haining Farm as we
prepare to open the gates to the community
once again.

Works and maintenance
With a wet spring and very high growth rates,
slashing and weed spraying have been a priority.

CFA visit
In late November 2020, the Hillcrest CFA brigade
undertook a site familiarisation tour of Haining
Farm. The Brigade brought along their different
fire‐fighting appliances to drive around the
purpose‐built fire access tracks, inspect some of
the bushfire mitigation measures and ensure that
water access points were fit for purpose.
The day was filled with great discussion about the
bushfire mitigation measures and a few
improvements were identified that Parks Victoria
has now implemented. All those in attendance
found the day to be a great opportunity for both
the CFA and Parks Victoria to be on‐site and
prepare for the current fire season.
Parks Victoria and CFA will continue to work
together to further test the bushfire mitigation
measures on site to ensure that we are fulfilling
our commitment to the community.

The new water access point at the farm dam being
inspected for accessibility.

Slashing of the community lawn, fire buffers and open
woodland have been a priority as the revegetation
continues to grow well.

Specialist environmental weed control is being
undertaken by a contractor while Parks Victoria
staff are busy with site clean‐up, tree risk works,
capping the old dairy pits, pest control and
organising the construction of a new public car
park and access point.

Vehicle gates are now numbered for emergency service
reference.

New public car park
As part of the public opening of Haining Farm, the
first car parking area has been created, off Dalry
Road, near the Don River bridge. A short path
leads directly to the conservation area. As the
park will be opened in stages as works are
completed, initially visitors will be encouraged to
enjoy the paths within the conservation area.
The old dairy building has been cleaned up and will be
fenced off from visitor access for safety.

Direct seeding trials
In October, while operating under a COVID safe
plan, Greening Australia was able to carry out a
seeding activity in two areas near the wetland
cells, where previous revegetation had not been
successful.
The seeding is part of a research project funded
by Zoos Victoria to look at cost effective
techniques in producing dense myrtaceous shrub
thickets, which are fundamental in providing
prime habitat structure and connectivity for
lowland Leadbeater’s Possums and Helmeted
Honeyeaters.

The new carpark being built will hold 10‐15 cars.

The park will only be closed to the public when
fire danger or other risks are considered
intolerable (eg. Code Red Days). We ask residents
to be on the lookout for any unsavoury behaviour
and to report them immediately to the Police.

What next?
Parks Victoria staff are working hard to complete
all the tasks required to make Haining Farm safe
and accessible for the community.
The activities scheduled for the near future:
 Fencing of the old farm buildings
 Signage installation
Ripping for the direct
seeding and an aboriginal
artefact found during the
works.

As the project required soil disturbance, asbestos
contractors and heritage observers were onsite to
oversee the works. Fortunately, no asbestos was
found, but there was a small aboriginal artefact
which has been recorded and temporarily taken
offsite for storage by Traditional Owners from the
Wurundjeri Woi Wurrung Cultural Heritage
Aboriginal Corporation.
The direct seeding areas will be maintained and
monitored by Greening Australia. Records are
being kept to evaluate growth rates of different
seeds and revegetation methods.

 Infill planting within the conservation area
(inside the deer exclusion fence)
 Replacement of parts of the boundary fence
 Ongoing weed control and slashing
In preparation for opening to the community,
information about Haining Farm will be
transferred from the Engage Victoria website to
the Parks Victoria website. All Engage Victoria
project followers will be notified of the change
and the new weblink will be publicised when
available.
The Parks Victoria team is very excited to be
planning for an autumn 2021 opening of Haining
Farm. Further information will be distributed.
To be contacted about current activities or to be
added to the mailing list to receive future
newsletters, please get call 13 1963 or email
info@parks.vic.gov.au.

