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Submission by the Marcellin Old Collegians Cricket Club to the North East Link Project’s
Environment Effects Statement
Background:
Marcellin Old Collegians Cricket Club (MOCCC) is a community-based sporting club that operates out of
Marcellin College in Bulleen and is independent from the school. The Club was formed in 1971 and
competes in the Eastern Cricket Association (ECA). It currently has three senior teams, two playing in
turf competitions with the third side playing on synthetic wickets.
The Club was represented by eighty-five (85) people in games during the 2018-19 season, while the
Club has a further fifty (50) non-playing members. Club membership is made up of approximately 70%
Old Collegians with the remaining 30% having no direct ties to the School. The majority of members
live in the Manningham City Council area.
For the 2019-20 season MOCCC’s 1st XI will participate in the ECA’s top grade Dunstan Shield (turf), with
the 2nd XI playing in ‘C’ Turf (Thomson Shield) and the thirds in grade 3 of the ECA’s Limited Overs
Competition (Lamborn Shield). The Club is presently exploring the possibility of developing a Veterans
Team and re-establishing its junior program for the upcoming cricket season.
The playing facilities at Marcellin College that the Club uses are the Lyons Oval (Turf grades) and
Gartner Fields for the 3rd XI with the Club having an on-going agreement with the school to use these
ovals and other facilities (e.g. change rooms, Old Boys social rooms) with precise needs confirmed each
season.
The Club predominantly plays their games on Saturdays through October to March inclusive. There are
also some Sunday games in the higher grades. Additionally, MOCCC competes in the ECA’s T20
competition which occurs on some Tuesday nights during November, December and January.
The net facilities at Marcellin College are also used on a Tuesday and Thursday night for training
throughout the season (October to March inclusive), with the addition of some Sunday morning
training sessions during the pre-season period (August & September).
The Club’s 50 years anniversary celebrations will occur during the project when use of the Marcellin
College ovals and home facilities cannot be guaranteed.

Issues:
While the Social Impact report responds to some of the concerns of Marcellin College it is however
silent about the community sporting clubs that use the schools’ ovals/facilities. The MOCCC has not
been mentioned in the Social Impact report within the EES documentation while other sporting clubs
along the length of the project are dealt with by already finding alternative homes for the duration of
the project.
NELP’s Fact Sheet titled Sport and Recreation EES Options, “keeping local sports clubs thriving while we
build North East Link” does not address all sporting clubs in the Bulleen area that will be affected by
this project, only those that use Council lands. Community sporting Clubs along the alignment of the
project are being treated differently depending on who owns the land upon which they operate. It
appears that sporting Clubs operating on Council freehold lands are being treated differently to those
using freehold land not owned/managed by a public authority.
While NELP has been consulting directly with the school to work through the impacts on the school’s
operations during construction and discussing alternative arrangements so that the school experiences
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minimal disruption through these works, they have only had one meeting with the MOCCC up to the
release of the Environment Effects Statement. While there has been a more recent meeting, the Club
is still unsure of what opportunities that maybe available for it to continue to field teams during the
construction of North East Link.
The proposed boundary of surface works indicated in the EES documentation, will result in the MOCCC
unable to use the Lyons Oval (turf wicket) during construction and then post construction until all
repairs/restoration are completed and the playing surface is in such a condition to allow safe active
use. In its current layout, a synthetic wicket on the Gartner Fields may be available during the project
for the 3rd XI’s use, however this is not certain at this time. NELP has advised the Club that the school
ovals may not be in use for two to three years.
While the training facilities, practice nets, will not be directly affected by the works there could be
issues with stray balls being hit out of the nets and into the construction zone, given its close proximity.
Fencing or other protection may need to be installed for the period of occupation by NELP
While the Eastern Cricket Association is aware of the issues facing the MOCCC they are not in a position
to find an alternative ground/s but would support the Club playing games on a Sunday if grounds could
be found. This would potentially disadvantage the Club as it may have to forfeit any games scheduled
on Sunday’s and it would have a direct impact on Club members having to be available to play not on
the traditional day of the weekend, Saturday.
Recent discussions with Manningham City Council has revealed that they were not aware of the
position that the MOCCC finds themselves. While they are very willing to work with the Club, they do
not have any underutilised ovals with turf wickets and have indicated it may be difficult even finding an
oval for the 3rd XI.
If alternative playing facilities were to be located elsewhere there will be additional costs to the Club
over and above that they currently experience by playing at the school. These could include paying
ground hire fees and contributing to groundsmen to prepare and maintain the turf wickets. Given the
additional costs to be incurred, we would expect NELP to meet such additional costs.
It is also felt that if the Club was not to play their games at Marcellin College for up to three years then
the viability of the Club could be placed in jeopardy through losing the connection to the school,
reduced socialising amongst members and potentially playing games on a Sunday. The Club would also
potentially lose many members if it were no longer able to compete in the ECA’s turf competitions.

Discussion:
We understand that a larger construction footprint has been allowed for through Marcellin College due
to the potential of the temporary relocation of Bulleen Road into the school to allow for the
construction of the new Bulleen Road on its existing alignment. This is clearly not a desirable solution
for Marcellin College or those who use the facilities. There is also the proposed southern tunnel
portion being constructed by a cut and cover technique and the implication of its construction. What
opportunity is there for NELP to reduce the construction footprint through Marcellin College, in a
similar manner to how the Trinity and Carey sportsfields are being dealt with?
If a reduced footprint could be achieved to allow for an area of the Gartner Fields to be retained that is
large enough to accommodate a single playing field and a new turf wicket area is installed (subject to
the Marcellin College’s approval) then the Club’s 1st and 2nd XI’s would be able to continue playing at
the school during construction of the North East Link. The 3rd XI would still need an alternate home
ground but this would be easier to achieve than finding an underutilised turf wicket ground. A reduced
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footprint would also be a benefit to the retained cricket training facilities where stray balls being hit out
of the nets would land free of the construction zone.
It is also unclear as to the impacts on the use of the ovals during the Early Works contract and the
possible timing of these works, when the construction of the new trunk sewer through Marcellin
Collage is undertaken. While the sewer will be bored, there is still Contractor access, the locations of
the bore and retrieval pits and the storage and assembly of pipe material that could affect the use of
the ovals. The timing of the works may affect MOCCC ability to play on their home grounds even
before the full road construction commences.
The Club needs to continue being a strong viable community sporting club, on and off the field, when
the works through Bulleen are being undertaken, while keeping existing members and attracting new
members, so any alternative playing arrangements need to consider the direct and indirect impact on
the Club for which the EES Social Impact report currently fails to address.
Conclusion:
The Club continues to have ongoing discussions with the Marcellin College, Manningham Council and
the Eastern Cricket Association and are trying to seek alternative arrangements that will enable its
existence to continue. Currently the Club is experiencing difficulties in finding suitable viable options
and hope that NELP is able to assist in this matter with a real solution.

Peter French
President
Marcellin Old Collegians Cricket Club

Page 3 of 3

