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See attached statement. The principal recommendations are: 1 Pursue the
development of the GMH site as a high technology precinct with vigour. 2 Preserve
and protect the aviation heritage of the Fishermans Bend area. 3 Promote the use
of river barges or rail to move containers and freight around the Port. 4 Discourage
the use of Lorimer Street for heavy vehicle traffic. 5 Improve traffic engineering of
Lorimer Street – flow control, sight lines and pedestrian crossings. 6 Ensure that the
proposed tram bridge is high enough for most motor launches to pass under. 7
Ensure that the proposed rail bridge is high enough for most sail boats to pass under.
8 Provide cycle paths separate from pedestrian footpaths. 9 Encourage the
conversion of underused river bank areas to public open space. 10 Encourage the
containment of dry bulk goods to prevent airborne pollution. 11 Include Yarra’s
Edge as part of the Lorimer precinct (not Docklands).

Submission on Fishermans Bend Draft Framework – December 2017
1 General Comments
We welcome the opportunity to comment on the Draft Framework for Fishermans Bend.
We consider that this project provides an excellent opportunity for urban renewal –
introducing balanced residential and recreational facilities in the residential precincts and
to consolidate industrial facilities in the employment precinct or displacing those that
might be better placed in outer suburbs.
We welcome and encourage the opportunity to improve the amenity and sustainability of
the suburb, to improve transport and access arrangements, and to plan for the provision of
community facilities.
We have lived and worked in the area for many years and therefore we feel that we are
well placed to offer some constructive comments.
2 Employment Precinct
We welcome the intention to retain the Employment precinct as an industrial zone. Many
of the facilities and industries located in the zone were established in this location because
of the industrial nature of the area and because their activities are not compatible with
residential, commercial or retail neighbours.
We welcome the proposal to establish a National Employment and Innovation Cluster
based on the former GM-H site. We believe that this site offers excellent potential in
advanced manufacturing and education, and especially through fostering collaboration
between technology companies, universities and the Defence Science and Technology
Group.
We note that the Fishermans Bend precinct has an extensive aviation heritage that should
be recognised and honoured in the precinct design. Historical references are attached in
Annex A.
There will continue to be a need to provide for traffic to/from the port and employment
precinct, including heavy traffic as required. In recognition of the residential nature of the
adjacent precincts, it is necessary that the Fishermans Bend Plan provides for transport
needs without placing heavy vehicles and/or high traffic volumes on residential streets. To
this end, the Fishermans Bend Plan should ensure that infrastructure and procedures are
put in place to ensure that other means of transport – freeways, rail and river barges – are
fully exploited and residential streets are not used for freight.
The amenity of the Employment Precinct would be enhanced by the provision of more
open space, especially along the river bank. Many of the dockside and wharf facilities in the
Employment Precinct seem to be underused and it may be expected that some space will
become surplus in the next decade. Converting some of these river bank areas to public
open space would benefit local residents and the broader population of Melbourne as well
those who work in the Employment Precinct. Although the full length of the river bank
downstream from the Bolte Bridge has been leased to the Port of Melbourne, the
Fishermans Bend Plan should encourage the Port Operator to make river edge space
available for public use when their current activities conclude or are transformed.

Some of the wharf areas along the river bank are used for storage and loading of dry bulk
material including fly ash used in concrete manufacture. Some of these dock facilities have
enclosed storage areas while others (such as Wharf 32 near Todd Road) are open to the
atmosphere and allow fly ash and other noxious material to be blown across the precinct
on windy days. We suggest that the Plan should phase out the practice of open storage of
bulk materials on South Wharf in order to prevent pollution and improve amenity in the
precinct.
3 Lorimer Precinct
We welcome to proposals to provide Health and Wellbeing facilities, a Community and
Education Hub, a Sport and Recreational Hub and some open space in the Lorimer Precinct.
We would be pleased to see the Rogers Street cement works located to a more industrial
area in the medium term (rather than the long term).
We would like to see further detail about height and density of proposed residential
developments in Lorimer Precinct. In general, we would encourage planning for the
Lorimer Precinct to be similar in style and quality to that used by Mirvac in the Yarra’s Edge
development (the area between Lorimer Street and the Yarra River), rather than the dense
and haphazard developments in the other parts of Docklands north of the river.
As residents of Yarra’s Edge, we suggest that Yarra’s Edge should be considered part of the
Lorimer Precinct (postcode 3207) rather than Docklands (postcode 3008).
4 Lorimer Street
Lorimer Street is a main arterial road for the suburb and the existing industrial zone. It has
several serious problems including: insufficient traffic capacity, difficult/dangerous access
from side streets, poor sight lines for turning vehicles, a lack of safe pedestrian crossings,
narrow traffic lanes, a lack of bicycle lanes (other than sharing the footpath), no traffic
control at Ingles St, a vast amount of noisy container truck traffic to/from the port at all
hours, and heavy traffic from the Rogers Street cement works. VicRoads has failed to
address these matters over many years.
Under the proposed development of the region, there will be more demands and
challenges for Lorimer Street, its users and the nearby residents. In particular, we would
expect more traffic for resident and service vehicles (to/from Lorimer and Sandridge
Precincts) and more traffic to/from the employment/industrial sector.
While we appreciate that the draft framework provides for new tram services that will
provide transport for residents and workers, we suggest that steps should be taken to
address these major traffic problems on Lorimer Street. In particular, the Fishermans Bend
Plan should:
a. provide alternate routes for freight and container traffic (either cross river rail or river
based barges for moving containers around the port);
b. place time limitations on heavy vehicle access to Lorimer St;
c. provide traffic control at the Ingles Street- Lorimer Street intersection;
d. widen the Lorimer Street lanes and provide space for a separate/dedicated bicycle
lane;
e. improve sight lines for vehicles turning into or from Lorimer Street; and
f. provide pedestrian crossings near Lorimer Street bus/tram stops.

5 Proposed Tram Bridge
We welcome the proposal to provide a tram service through the Lorimer precinct and
along Turner Street to the Fishermans Bend Employment Precinct.
The proposed tram bridge (near Point Park) would also provide a convenient river crossing
for cyclists and pedestrians. This would complement the existing river crossing at Webb
Bridge which is frequently overloaded. Care should be taken to separate cyclists from
pedestrians – an existing problem throughout Docklands and along Lorimer Street.
Of course, many local residents object to the proposed bridge because that would reduce
boat access to YE Marina. However, we consider that the community benefit from the
tram and the bridge is substantial and would outweigh the loss of amenity for a few
people. Therefore, in consideration of boat users, we consider that it would be reasonable
to build the tram bridge with sufficient height to allow most motor boats and river ferries
to pass under. We expect that it would be necessary to provide a new marina downstream
of the new tram bridge for the use of the taller boats (i.e. sailing boats with masts) as part
of compensation for the those affected.
6 Proposed Freight Rail Bridge
We welcome the proposal to provide a rail service for freight from the Webb Dock to the
north side of the Yarra River. This would have the significant benefit of removing a vast
number of truck movements (especially containers) from Fishermans Bend roads and the
road bridges.
Unless the rail bridge is the same height as the existing Bolte Bridge (which would seem to
be impractical), this bridge would reduce boat access to Victoria Harbour and Yarra River,
and thereby damage the amenity and the character of Docklands.
To minimise this damage to the Docklands environs, we suggest that the bridge should be
designed and built so that it will not obstruct ferries, river cruise vessels and most sailing
boats. Alternative berthing should be provided downstream of the proposed train bridge
for the taller boats.
However, it would be preferable if the need for a rail bridge could be avoided by using
other options for freight movement, e.g.:
a. use river based barges for shifting containers around the port without using roads, rail
or bridges; and
b. use the proposed underground rail line and under-river tunnel for freight as well as
passenger services.

Annex A
Fishermans Bend has a significant aviation heritage, including: airfields, research laboratories and
manufacture of aeroplanes and aircraft components. The following sites provide further detailed
information:
o http://trove.nla.gov.au/people/616800?c=people
o https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Defence_Science_and_Technology_Group
o https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Government_Aircraft_Factories
o https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Commonwealth_Aircraft_Corporation
o http://www.beaufortrestoration.com.au/Pages/ProductionChild/Manufacturers/CA
C.html
o http://www.ctie.monash.edu.au/hargrave/MEGGS_CAC.html
o http://www.boeing.com.au/boeing-in-australia/history.page
o http://www.dtic.mil/dtic/tr/fulltext/u2/a274981.pdf
o
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