The Southern Metropolitan Region
About the Metropolitan
Partnerships
Six new Metropolitan Partnerships
have been established for the
Inner Metro, Inner South-east, Western,
Northern, Eastern and Southern
metropolitan regions. These Partnerships
will bring together experts and leaders from
all levels of government, business and the
community to develop priorities for the
region which will be shared with the
Victorian Government.
We acknowledge the Aboriginal people as Australia’s first
peoples and as the Traditional Owners and custodians
of the land and water on which we rely.

The Southern Metropolitan Region is a diverse and
vibrant area that includes the local government areas
of Kingston, Frankston, Mornington Peninsula, Greater
Dandenong, Cardinia and Casey.
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Who lives here?
Age: The 20-34 year old age group is currently the
largest in the region. Different age groups are projected
to drive population growth in different parts of the
region between 2016 and 2021.
Housing Mix: 20% of people in the region rent their
home, compared to the metropolitan average of 24%.
Projected household structure to 2021:
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The region has the largest population of the six
metropolitan regions, with over 1 million people, or about
22% of Melbourne’s total population.
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Growth and Change
Over the next five years the region’s population is
expected to grow by around 11%, compared to the
metropolitan average of 10%. Growth across the region
will vary significantly. Some districts, such as OfficerPakenham and Cranbourne are expecting growth of
more than 30%. Other areas, such as PearcedaleTooradin District and Frankston-Seaford are expecting
growth of less than 5%.
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How we get around
Weekday trips - mode share Source: DEDJTR
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Languages: 26% of the population speak a language
other than English at home, compared to the
metropolitan Melbourne average of 31%. The top 5
languages other than English spoken by people at home
are Vietnamese, Greek, Italian, Mandarin and Sinhalese
(ABS 2011 Census).

The Southern Metropolitan Region
Employment
Between 2011 and 2016, the average unemployment rate
in the region was 7.1% which is 1.2% higher than the
metropolitan average.
Largest employers: Retail trade, manufacturing, and
healthcare and social assistance are the largest
employment sectors in the region.
Number of jobs: There were approximately 357,000 jobs
in the region in 2015, which is around 17% of the total
jobs across metropolitan Melbourne.

Education
The region has lower levels of literacy and numeracy
compared to metropolitan Melbourne, and the year 12
completion rate of 88.9% is lower than the metropolitan
average (90.8%).
13% of adults hold a bachelors degree or higher, which is
low compared to the Melbourne average of 39%.
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Higher education in the region: The region has two
TAFE institutions operating across seven sites.

Childhood vaccination rates and levels of significant
psychological distress are similar to the metropolitan
average.
There are 7,912 aged care places, ten private hospitals
and ten public hospitals in the region. There are fewer
GP clinics per person than the metropolitan average,
but similar levels of allied health services.

Culture and recreation
The region offers a diverse range of cultural, sporting
and recreation opportunities, with its vast beach
coastline along Port Philip Bay and Bass Strait.
Participation in water-based sports such as sailing,
yachting, fishing and swimming is high. There are also
high rates of participation in camping, walking, cycling,
mountain-bike riding, and equestrian activities.
The region features a strong performing arts scene with
a rich program of events at facilities such as The Drum,
Kingston Arts Centre, Bunjil Place and the Frankston
Arts Centre. A network of galleries, including the
Mornington Peninsula Regional Gallery, support the
connection to the region’s local artisans and producers.

Natural Assets and the Environment
The region has a rich natural environment defined by
its proximity to the coast. Natural assets include the
Point Nepean National Park at the mouth of Port Phillip
Bay, which holds both environmental and historical
significance, and the Edithvale-Seaford Wetlands.
Further inland, the region also boasts Cranbourne’s
Royal Botanic Gardens, featuring the contemporary
Australian garden, the Emerald Lake Park and Bunyip
State Park.

Health and wellbeing
Compared to metropolitan Melbourne averages,
residents in the region have:
• shorter life expectancies
• higher rates of avoidable death
• higher obesity rates
• and higher smoking rates
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Disclaimer
This publication may be of assistance to you but the State of Victoria and its
employees do not guarantee that the publication is without flaw of any kind or is
wholly appropriate for your particular purposes and therefore disclaims all liability
for any error, loss or other consequence which may arise from you relying on any
information in this publication.

Accessibility

If you would like to receive this publication
in an alternative format, please telephone
the DELWP Customer Service Centre on
136 186, or email customer.service@delwp.
vic.gov.au or via the National Relay Service
on 133 677, www.relayservice.com.au. This
document is also available on the internet
at www.delwp.vic.gov.au

