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About the Central Region
Sustainable Water Strategy

Sustainable

Water

Strategy
Central Region

Action to 2055

Sustainable water strategies (SWSs) set out policies and actions
for the next 50 years to manage the demand for, and secure the
supply of, water for a region’s people, industries and environment.
The Central Region Sustainable Water Strategy (Central Region SWS), released
in 2006, was Victoria’s first SWS. Between 2006 and 2011, SWSs were also
produced for the Northern, Western and Gippsland regions.

Central Region SWS actions
Promote water conservation
and efficiency.
Encourage local waterrecycling projects.
Provide large-scale
augmentations for Melbourne.

Sustainable water strategy regions
LEGEND
Central Region SWS
Central Region SWS overlap with
areas of the Western, Northern
and Gippsland Region SWS

Secure Geelong’s water supply.

Northern Region SWS
Western Region SWS
Gippsland Region SWS

Upgrade water systems
and increase supplies.
Invest in healthier rivers
and groundwater.

Western Region

Northern Region

Gippsland Region

Central Region

Connect Ballarat to the
Goulburn system.

Strategy chapters
The Strategy at a Regional Level

9

1

The strategy’s
foundation and
assumptions.
Decision-making
principles.

2
17 actions to
preserve and
protect our rivers
and groundwater.

35

3

27 actions to
conserve water
and use it more
efficiently, draw
on alternative
water sources,
interconnect water
supply systems
and encourage
water trading and
augmentation
of urban supply
systems.

4
53 actions for
Greater Ballarat,
Greater Geelong,
Inner West
Melbourne, Greater
Melbourne, West
Gippsland and
Westernport to
secure supplies,
connect systems,
establish
environmental
entitlements,
conserve water
and investigate
aquifer storage
and recovery.

Find out about the Central Region SWS review & make a submission.

Visit engage.vic.gov.au/central-region-sws-review

107

5

15 actions to
implement,
monitor and adapt
the strategy.
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Central Region SWS
review

The Water Act 1989 requires a SWS to be reviewed 10 years after its release.
A review is a great opportunity to identify strategy achievements and lessons
and to look forward.

2006 2016

2017

Central
Region SWS

Start of
the review

Progress update of actions

Public
consultation
included:

Stocktake
of actions.

This work told us how far we have
come with achieving the strategy’s
actions: the findings are in
Appendix 1 of the draft review report.

•	more than
100 public
meetings and
stakeholder
forums
•	437 community
submissions.
A discussion
paper, draft
strategy and
final strategy
were produced.

2018

Draft
review
report
The draft
review report
is the result of
consultation
with the
stakeholders who
prepared and
implemented
the strategy and
the consultative
committee.

2018
Public
consultation

Final
review
report
The final review
report will be the
result of your
submissions
and consultative
committee
input.

The role of the consultative
committee is to provide
strategic guidance and
advice on the review

This review is not developing a new strategy or new policies. The Central Region SWS remains
current until a future strategy or strategies are developed for the region.

Find out about the Central Region SWS review & make a submission.

Visit engage.vic.gov.au/central-region-sws-review
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About the draft
review report

Central Region Sustainable
Water Strategy review report
Draft report

The draft review report is the basis for public consultation.
This is what’s in it

1

2

3

4

Introduction

Strategy
achievements

Strategy
lessons and
the future

Appendix 1

Central Region
characteristics.

Improved planning,
management
and engagement;
groundwater
management
advances; water
conservation and
efficiency; more
secure water
supplies; protection
for waterways
and aquifers.

Key issues and
questions for the
strategy going
forward.

The current status
of each action,
delivery period
and comments.

112

104

5

3

Actions
in the
strategy

Actions
achieved

Actions
partly
achieved

Actions
not yet
achieved

Some actions by
their nature are
ongoing after
implementation.

Work is continuing
to complete
these actions.

Work is continuing
through this or
another strategy
to achieve
these actions.

Water management
issues and changes
since 2006.
The review process.

Considerations for
a future strategy
or strategies.
Proposed next
steps for actions
partly or not
yet achieved.

Find out about the Central Region SWS review & make a submission.

Visit engage.vic.gov.au/central-region-sws-review
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Water for
the environment

Achievements

Water for the
environment

Environmental
water reserves

Annual reporting

Monitoring

Groundwater
resource
management

60.8 GL was reallocated
from consumptive use to
environmental entitlements
for the Yarra, Werribee,
Moorabool, Barwon,
Thomson/Macalister, Latrobe
and Bunyip/Tarago rivers.

Environmental water
reserves have been created
for each major river system
through environmental
entitlements and operating
and harvesting rules.

The annual Victorian Water
Accounts now report on
the amount of water set
aside in the environmental
water reserve.

There is now better
monitoring and reporting
of waterway health,
groundwater and
water consumption.

Specified groundwater
management areas
now have permissive
consumptive volumes
(Maximum volume of
groundwater that can be
taken from an aquifer).

Ongoing implementation
Regionwide

Moorabool River

Werribee River

2.2 Establish environmental
water reserves for
six systems.

4.8c Voluntary buyback
of unregulated licences
to recover water for
the environment.

4.22 Substitute river water
for treated wastewater in
Werribee irrigation areas.

Proposed step

The Western Water Urban
Water Strategy 2017 picks
up this action.

Proposed step
Environmental flow studies
have been completed for
all systems and continue to
be updated.
2.7 Increase the environmental
water reserve by 66 GL.

Investigations continue into
the cost-benefit of this action
and other options to recover
water for the environment.

Proposed step

Maribyrnong River

4.28a Pipe the Werribee
Irrigation District and
transfer water savings
to Werribee River for
environmental flows.
Proposed step
Three of five construction
phases are funded. Funding
of stages four and five will
further increase return of
water to the environment.

4.29 a, b, c, d Increase
Maribyrnong River
environmental flows by 3 GL.
Proposed step
Updated flow studies and
the long-term water resource
assessment will inform
progress on this action.

Proposed step
60.8 GL has been recovered
and we continue to
investigate ways to recover
the rest.

Partly achieved action  

Actions not yet achieved

A future strategy or strategies
could consider

Werribee
River
Maribyrnong
River

The next steps required to meet
environmental outcomes.

Moorabool
River

Find out about the Central Region SWS review & make a submission.

Visit engage.vic.gov.au/central-region-sws-review
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Water in
cities and towns

Achievements

Regional water grid

Water-use efficiency

A regional, coordinated,
cooperative framework

Augmented water supplies

Geelong, Sunbury, Melton, Cowes,
Wonthaggi, Inverloch, Drouin,
Warragul and Cape Patterson have
a more secure supply of water
through increased connection to
Melbourne’s system.

Target 155 — the campaign to keep
household water use to 155L a
person a day or less — made water
conservation and efficient water use
business as usual. Water is being
used much more efficiently than
20 years ago.

Water corporations and catchment
management authorities work
together to plan and manage
water supplies.

Many actions augmented the
region’s water supplies and made it
better-placed to cope with droughts.

Ongoing implementation

A future strategy
or strategies
could consider

Werribee River
Partly achieved action
4.24 Transfer 50% of unallocated inflows in
Lake Merrimu to Western Water.

4.26 Purchase additional entitlements from
Pykes Creek Reservoir.

Proposed step

Proposed step

Investigations continue of the best options to
allocate the remaining water from the lake.

The Western Water Urban Water Strategy 2017
picks up this action.

Integrated water management
The strategy led the implementation of integrated water management. IWM
brings together all elements of the water cycle considering environmental,
economic, social and other shared benefits.
IWM outcome areas
Safe, secure and
affordable supplies in
an uncertain future.

Place-based
planning reflecting
community values.

Effective and
affordable
wastewater systems.

Avoided or minimised
existing and future
flood risks.

Healthy and valued
urban landscapes.

Healthy and valued
urban waterways
and waterbodies.

Examples of priorities and challenges identified by
IWM forums in Melbourne and regional Victoria are:
•	Need to improve
stormwater best
management
practice to meet
outcomes of Water
for Victoria’s
Chapter 5

•	Need to improve
community
understanding
around the costs
and available
technology of water
cycle infrastructure.

Jobs, economic
benefits and
innovation.

Find out about the Central Region SWS review & make a submission.

Visit engage.vic.gov.au/central-region-sws-review

The role of IWM in providing longterm water stability.
Identifying how alternative supplies
of water can help meet future
demand and the entitlement regime
needed to maximise the use of
alternate supplies.
Options to optimise use
of water resources in an
interconnected system.
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Shared benefits

Achievements
Barwon River

Thomson River

Lake Wendouree

The Upper Barwon River
Environmental Entitlement 2018, of
1 GL a year, will help increase use
of the river’s parks, picnic sites,
lookouts and historic bridges and
improve opportunities for bird
watching, walking, fishing, camping,
kayaking, canoeing and swimming.

Releases of environmental water
encourage breeding and recruitment
of the vulnerable Australian
grayling, and improve recreational
opportunities for kayakers and other
river users.

Substitution of reservoir water for
Lake Wendouree with an extra 1.90 GL
a year from stormwater harvesting,
recycling and diversions has improved
conditions for users of the lake and
its shores.

What’s happening now
Source
storage

Shared benefits

Unregulated
stream

Improve the health and
long-term sustainability of
the environment.
Increase active and passive
recreational opportunities
including swimming, boating,
picnicking, camping and
simply contemplating the
beauty of nature.

Transfer
storage

End point
lake or
wetland

Provide heritage, cultural and
economic opportunities for
Traditional Owner groups and
Aboriginal Victorians.

Regulated
river
Disconnected
lake or
wetland

Source: Water for Victoria (2016)

A future strategy
or strategies
could consider
Identifying how to maximise shared
benefits without compromising
entitlement holders’ rights or
environmental needs.
Helping to involve other relevant
sectors (such as health and welfare).

Find out about the Central Region SWS review & make a submission.

Visit engage.vic.gov.au/central-region-sws-review
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Traditional Owner groups
and Aboriginal Victorians
Mildura

Achievements
Aboriginal involvement in waterway planning strategy actions
Formalised Traditional Owner
groups’ involvement in water
planning and management.

Helped incorporate Aboriginal social,
Swan Hill
spiritual and cultural objectives
in strategies and plans including
regional waterway strategies
Kerang
and the Victorian Waterway
Management Strategy.

Laid the basis for Water for
Victoria’s focus on recognising and
managing for Traditional Owner and
Aboriginal Victorian values.

Echuca

What’s happening now
Water for Victoria
commits to

Wodonga
Shepparton

Horsham

Wangaratta

Registered Aboriginal
Parties
in the Central Region
igo
Bend
Seymour

Recognising Traditional Owners’
and Aboriginal Victorians’ values
and objectives for water.
Ballarat

Supporting their access to water
for economic development.

Melbourne

Including their values and
traditional ecological knowledge in
water planning.
Portland

Building their capacity to be
involved in water planning
and management.

These commitments are
being achieved through the
Aboriginal water program.
This program aims to better
include Aboriginal people in
the way water is managed
in Victoria.

Bairnsdale

Geelong

Colac

Warrnabool

Traralgon

Barengi Gadjin Land Council Aboriginal Corporation
Bunurong Land Council Aboriginal Corporation
Dja Dja Wurrung Clans Aboriginal Corporation
Gunaikurnai Land and Waters Aboriginal Corporation
Martang Pty Ltd
Taungurung Clans Aboriginal Corporation
Wathaurung Aboriginal Corporation
Wurundjeri Land and Compensation Cultural Heritage Council Aboriginal Corporation

A future strategy or strategies could consider
 etter integrating local knowledge into ongoing water planning
B
and management.
Continuing to build Traditional Owners’ and Aboriginal Victorians’ capacity
to be involved in water planning and management.
Making Traditional Owners’ and Aboriginal Victorians’ participation in water
planning and management more effective.

Find out about the Central Region SWS review & make a submission.

Visit engage.vic.gov.au/central-region-sws-review
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Climate change
mitigation and adaptation

Achievements
Climate change recognised

The strategy led implementation
of the Our Water Our Future
White Paper climate change
policy direction.

The strategy gave impetus to
the mandatory preparation of
drought response plans by water
corporations and CMAs and to
low‑inflow scenarios in seasonal
watering proposals.

What‘s happening now
Victoria will become warmer and
drier in coming decades, with more
extreme events including droughts,
floods and heat waves. Households,
industry, agriculture, Traditional
Owner’s values, liveability, waterway
health and the environment will feel
the effects.
Water planning and management
now consider potential climate
change impacts as a result of the
Climate Change Act 2017, Victoria’s
Climate Change Adaptation Plan
2017-2020 and the Guidelines for
Assessing the Impact of Climate
Change on Water Supplies
in Victoria.
Water for Victoria commits the
water sector to achieve net-zero
emissions. Water managers must
now also be energy managers and
reduce the sector’s carbon intensity.

Aspects of climate change adaptation for the water sector
Climate change impacts

Sea level
rise

Reduced water
availability

Non climate pressures

Increased
temperatures

Increased
frequency
of extreme
events

Population
growth

Adaptation considerations

Recreational
values

Cultural
values

Environmental
values

Economic
values

Outcomes

A future strategy
or strategies
could consider
Ensuring the most up to date
climate change scenarios
are applied to sustainable
water management.

Resource
security

Infrastructure
resilience

Source: Modelled on Water for Victoria (2016)

Identifying interdependencies
between the water and energy
sectors and ways to reduce demand
for operational water and of
carbon emissions.

Find out about the Central Region SWS review & make a submission.

Visit engage.vic.gov.au/central-region-sws-review

Shared
benefits

Community
expectations

Changing
economic
conditions
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Managing
complexity and risk

What’s happening now
Water planning and management are increasingly
complex. They overlap with catchment management,
Traditional Owner group agreements, environmental
management and mine rehabilitation.
Water corporations no longer manage their systems
individually. They need to consider interconnection,
recycled water, stormwater and desalinated water across
the whole system.
Climate change risks include reduced inflows to our
storages and greater risk of bushfires in water catchments.
Population and urban growth will affect water supply
and demand, but the extent to which they will do so
is uncertain and depend on future trends.

A future strategy or strategies
could consider
Managing complexity and risk in a more coordinated
way at a regional level.
Taking an adaptation pathways approach, involving
the early identification of critical limits (such as severe
water availability, climate change or population growth
scenarios), the likely pathways to those limits and the
policy and rules to apply if the limits are reached.
Identifying the next steps for water markets, the water
grid, the entitlement framework, third-party access,
alternative supplies and land use planning in sustainable
water management.

Find out about the Central Region SWS review & make a submission.

Visit engage.vic.gov.au/central-region-sws-review

Have your say on the
draft review report
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We invite all people and organisations with an interest in the Central Region SWS
and in water planning and management more generally to have their say about
this draft review report.
This is how you can have your say.

1

2

+

Complete your submission

Send us your submission

Attend a public forum

Here, today

Email

Complete the printed form
and hand it to a member
of the SWS team.

sws.team@delwp.vic.gov.au

Learn more about the review,
meet the project team
and better understand the
review process.

Online

Complete the form on the
project’s page at
engage.vic.gov.au/centralregion-sws-review

Post

Sustainable Water Strategies,
Partnerships and Sector
Performance
Department of Environment,
Land, Water and Planning
GPO Box 500,
East Melbourne, Victoria 3002

Sunbury

Tuesday 31 July 2018
3:00 PM – 7:00 PM

Frankston

Thursday 2 August 2018
3:00 PM – 7:00 PM

Next steps

Ballarat

The consultation period ends on 27 August 2018

Tuesday 7 August 2018

Submissions will be summarised into themes and used to inform the final
review report. The consultative committee appointed by the Minister
for Water will look at all submissions to ensure they are considered in
the final report, which will set the direction for a new sustainable water
strategy or strategies incorporating the Central Region.

3:00 PM – 7:00 PM

Reviewing SWSs

Geelong

Melbourne

Thursday 9 August 2018
3:00 PM – 7:00 PM

Tuesday 14 August 2018
2016-2017

2018-2019

Central Region SWS
Review

2020-2021

3:00 PM – 7:00 PM

New sustainable water strategy

Warragul

or strategies

Thursday 16 August 2018

Western Region SWS
Five-year assessment

3:00 PM – 7:00 PM

Gippsland Region SWS
Five-year assessment
Long-Term Water Resource
Technical Assessment

Northern Region SWS
Review

Find out about the Central Region SWS review & make a submission.

Visit engage.vic.gov.au/central-region-sws-review

