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BIRRARUNG CULTURAL PRECINCT
Maudie Palmer AO, Eugene Howard

7 June 2019
Yarra River – Bulleen Precinct Advisory Committee
C/O Planning Panels Victoria
GPO Box 2392
Melbourne, 3001
!

We are writing to make a submission to the Department of Environment Land Water &
Planning's (DELWP) Yarra River – Bulleen Precinct Advisory Committee on the draft Yarra
River – Bulleen Precinct Land Use Framework Plan.
We are excited by the incredible potential presented by the draft Yarra River – Bulleen
Precinct Land Use Framework Plan. As Contemporary Art Curatorial Consultants we have
developed the Birrarung Cultural Precinct for consideration by DELWP. The Birrarung
Cultural Precinct has been developed to articulate a comprehensive plan for the realisation of
an Internationally Significant Cultural Precinct, that will promote and nurture the artistic,
cultural, environmental and architectural lineage of this unique area, which extends back
tens our thousands of years. (The Birrarung Cultural Precinct plan has been submitted as an
attachment, authored by Maudie Palmer AO and Eugene Howard).
We are concerned by the risks the North East Link poses to the areas of Bulleen and
Heidelberg, specifically at the Manningham Road Interchange site. However, we are hopeful
that this may present a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to develop this Cultural Precinct in
conjunction with the North East Link. With regard to the proposed planning scheme
amendments being considered by DELWP's Yarra River – Bulleen Precinct Advisory
Committee, and development of the North East Link, DELWP has an opportunity to pave
the way for an ambitious new cultural gateway to Victoria, and realise a world first Cultural
Precinct, for generations to come.

Sincerely,
Maudie Palmer AO & Eugene Howard

“Imagine if we could plan to achieve twenty first century
design excellence in all that will be developed here on
Wurundjeri Country, beside this ancient river, and at
its heart create a cultural precinct that will celebrate the
natural environment and enshrine the unique
artistic legacy of the area while providing a place for it to
continue to grow, for generations to come.”

Birrarung Cultural Precinct
Maudie Palmer AO and Eugene Howard, June 2019
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Acknowledgement
We acknowledge the Wurundjeri people of the Kulin Nation as the Traditional
Custodians of the land and waters upon which the Birrarung Cultural Precinct is
proposed, we pay our respects to Elders past, present and becoming.
We extend our deepest thanks to Senior Wurundjeri Elder Aunty Joy Murphy
Wandin AO, for her ongoing support and guidance.
Please Note
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people are warned that this document contains
images of people who have passed away.
This document is a plan only, all design elements and locations outlined in the
design of the precinct are unfixed and should be read as indicative locations.
Should this plan proceed, in full or in part, proper and detailed consultation with
relevant stakeholders would occur. The Wurundjeri Corporation will be consulted on
every aspect of design and implementation for the precinct.
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1.0

Executive Summary

The proposed North East Link (NEL) Manningham Road
Interchange in Bulleen will significantly impact an area that
could be developed as the Birrarung Cultural Precinct. This
document outlines the core components of what should be
considered a Critically Interdependent Project to the NEL
Primary Package. The Birrarung Cultural Precinct has the
potential to leverage off the NEL, enhancing its benefits,
offsetting environmental impacts and creating high value for
the State of Victoria, in particular for areas beside the NEL. The
following document outlines the context for this new precinct,
key policy alignments, core components of the design and
structure and governance. The Birrarung Cultural Precinct is
in alignment with key existing State and local Government
strategic aims for the area.

1.1

Vision & Opportunity

The Birrarung Cultural Precinct is a proposal to create an
expansive parkland linking significant cultural spaces on both
sides of the Birrarung (Yarra River), from Bulleen to Lower
Plenty. The Birrarung Cultural Precinct is an important part of
Wurundjeri Country. The Birrarung Cultural Precinct proposes a
wellbeing precinct nourishing creativity, sports and tourism.
This new precinct will celebrate the ‘spirit of place’ and the
unique environment associated with the river. The NEL presents
a once in a lifetime opportunity to deliver an ambitious cultural
precinct of international significance. Importantly, The Birrarung
Cultural Precinct would deliver Action 21 of the Victorian
Government’s Yarra River Action Plan.
The Birrarung Cultural Precinct will afford visitors the
opportunity to explore the Birrarung and the unique ecologies
surrounding it – including some of the river’s few remaining
billabongs and wetlands. Visitors will be guided through
a contemporary, large-scale environmental artwork, with a
sweeping Bael (River Red Gum) and Wurun (Manna Gum) forest
of over twelve hectares, to the proposed Birrarung Meeting
Place. The Birrarung Meeting Place is a multi-purpose venue
accommodating artists’ studios and event spaces, housing a
permanent moving-image installation celebrating the river and
conveying the story of 40,000+ years of continuous cultural
activity. Sporting fields embedded within the precinct could
provide the surrounding communities access to enhanced
facilities, whilst promoting community health and wellbeing.
The Birrarung Cultural Precinct will promote outstanding urban
design, architectural excellence and innovative environmental
art. This new cultural precinct will provide a gateway to greater
Victoria, adding an important stop-over for the increasing
number of tourists journeying from the CBD to both the Yarra
Valley and the Mornington Peninsula. Boutique hotels, cafes,
restaurants, small businesses and residential accommodation,
that could be developed over the North East Link’s Manningham
Road Interchange, would attract a diverse range of both
local and international tourists. A network of accessible new
walking and cycling trails, together with innovative wayfinding
strategies, will guide visitors around this new cultural precinct,
sharing all that it has to offer and contributing to the precinct’s
renaissance.
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“This stretch of the Birrarung (Yarra
River) has been a haven for creativity for
thousands of years: prior to colonisation
the Wurundjeri people had a meeting
place at the Bolin Bolin Billabong,
hosting festivities and ceremony, whilst
two influential movements of Australian
art, the Heidelberg School and the
Melbourne Modernists, thrived along
this stretch of river. Now, through the
Birrarung Cultural Precinct, we will
ensure this place is brought to life again,
preserved for generations to come. The
Birrarung Cultural Precinct will be a worldclass precinct for learning, innovation
and creativity, accessible to the whole
community, and both national and
international visitors.”
- Maudie Palmer AO
2019
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2.0

Context

Historic River Red Gum (Eucalyptus camaldulensis) Scar Tree,
predating European Settlement of Melbourne.
Corner of Bridge Street and Manningham Road, Bulleen
2019
Image: Eugene Howard

Historic Bael (River Red Gum/Eucalyptus camaldulensis) predating European
‘Yingabeal’
(roughly
translating to
to be
‘Song
in both
Woiwurrung
language
of the
settlement
of Melbourne,
lostTree’
under
design for
the North
EastWurundjeri).
Link
Yingabeal
an importantRoad
scar tree
and forms
part of the
ofEast
various
(NEL)isManningham
Interchange
presented
by juncture
the North
LinkSonglines
Authorityfor
the Wuurndjeri.
(NELA). Corner of Bridge Street and Manningham Road, Bulleen
Image:
Piers Eugene
Morgan Howard
(Architecture Victoria, Summer 2019)
Image:
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2.1

Policy context: alignments
seamless access to a variety of public transport,
walking and cycling choices as part of a connected
intermodal network.
Objective 2.3 Legibility & wayfinding
Provides a coordinated design that promotes visual
connections and wayfinding, reduces reliance
on signage and minimises visual clutter and
obstructions to key views.

URBAN DESIGN STRATEGY, NORTH
EAST LINK ASSOCIATION, 2019
Objective 1.1 Sense of place
The Birrarung Cultural Precinct (BCP) maintains and
enhances the identity of the local area, respectfully
considering Indigenous and non indigenous cultural
values.
Objective 1.2 Recognise the Yarra River (Birrarung)
BCP offers a design that respects and promotes the
Birrarung and its environs, which encompass its
tributaries, wetlands, billabongs, native vegetation and
parklands such as Banyule Flats, proposing an opportunity
to celebrate this iconic Melbourne asset with a meeting
place for the benefit of Traditional Custodians and the
general public.
Objective 1.3 Landscape & visual amenity
Sensitively enhances landscape and visual
outcomes through public artwork and high quality
development.
Objective 1.4 Existing landscape character
Provides a high quality design outcome that
responds sensitively to the distinctive character of
this part of Melbourne, taking advantage of existing
landmarks and enhancing vegetation, views and
significant places, protects landscape and vegetation,
and seeks to enhance the way in which people
experience and interact with the landscape.
Objective 1.5 Architectural contribution
Makes a positive, world-class architectural contribution to
infrastructure through bridges, innovative sound walls and
other structures.
Objective 2.1 Connectivity
Improves people’s ability to move through the
immediate and wider area with walking and cycling
improvements including two new shared-path bridge
across the river between Bulleen and Heidelberg
Objective 2.2 Transport integration
Maximises the benefits of the project by facilitating
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Objective 3.1 Integration with context
Avoids, minimises and mitigates any severance of
communities, providing a well-integrated corridor
environment that enhances the street network and
takes advantage of opportunities to connect and
integrate with the broader commercial, residential and
open space functions and environment.
Objective 3.2 Integration of design
Ensures an integrated engineering, urban design,
architectural and landscape architectural approach
that sensitively addresses social, cultural, functional
and physical aspects of the project, whilst engaging artists
along the way.
Objective 3.3 Strategic alignment
Delivers a number of walking and cycling improvements
including a new shared-path bridge across the Yarra River
between Bulleen and Heidelberg.
Objective 4.1 Enduring & durable
Provides a design that is enduring and functional
for generations to come, is readily maintainable
and will age gracefully in concept and detail,
ensuring a positive built form legacy.
Objective 4.2 Resilience & future proofing
Ensures the infrastructure is able to survive, adapt
and perform when subjected to acute stresses and
shocks such as changes in climate, technology,
future fleets, road use and extreme events.
Objective 4.3 Environmental sustainability
Optimises environmental performance and embeds
sustainability initiatives into the design response.
This includes integrated water management,
biodiversity and habitat enhancement and
connections, green infrastructure provision and
sustainable use of energy and materials.
Objective 4.4 Whole of life
Ensurses the design is appropriate having regard
to ongoing maintenance, operations and upkeep;
and effective governance arrangements are
established to ensure its functionality, design
qualities and appearance is able to meet
community expectations.

YARRA RIVER ACTION PLAN,
VICTORIAN GOVERNMENT, 2016

NORTH EAST LINK ISSUES & OPPORTUNITIES, MANNINGHAM COUNCIL, 2018

Action 21
Birrarung Cultural Precinct meets the key ambition
outlined by the Action Plan: the Action Plan recognises
that this precinct has the opportunity to become an
internationally-significant cultural precinct, centered on
the relationship between the arts, nature and Traditional
Owner heritage. The Plan recognises that the precinct
has several public acquisition overlays and land use
opportunities that should be reviewed as a whole to
provide certainty to land owners and developers. This
precinct falls into the Suburban Reach of the Yarra River,
which spans from Dights Falls, Abbotsford to Warrandyte
State Park’.

Objective 9.
Delivers a number of walking and cycling improvements
including a new shared-path bridge across the Yarra River
between Bulleen and Heidelberg.

Action 26
Birrarung Cultural Precinct addresses the need to identify
areas of significance to Wurundjeri for protection, we
advocate for appropriate, enhanced protections of scar
trees, historic pre- colonial Bael (River Reg Gums), and
greater protections for the health of Bolin Bolin Billabong.

Objective 11
Identifies suitable site to locate the Yarra Junior Football
League football oval (Bulleen Park Oval 1).
Objective 14
Provides prominent public art at key ‘gateway’ entrance to
Manningham.
Objective 15
Enhances access and promotes increased visitation to Heide
Museum of Modern Art.

2.1

Policy context: alignments

CULTURAL RIVER PRECINCT
SITE EXTENTS
VIEWBANK

LOWER
PLENTY

HEIDELBERG
PRECINCT
CORE

LOWER TEMPLESTOWE

EAGLEMONT
BULLEEN

IVANHOE
CULTURAL
RIVER PRECINCT STRUCTURE
PLAN, 2018, DELWP

The Birrarung Cultural Precinct offers a coherent,
internationally significant design strategy, responding to
the Precinct Structure Plan being developed by DELWP,
which will provide direction for future land use changes
for the Yarra corridor between Bulleen Park and Banyule
Flats (areas encompassed by the Cultural Precinct).
The Birrarung Cultural Precinct addresses the unique
opportunity presented by the devlopment of the North
East Link, offering flexible design solutions that tackle the
complexities of the freeway’s interface with the precinct
and its unique environments.

THE YARRA STRATEGIC PLAN,
MELBOURNE WATER, 2017

The Yarra Strategic Plan, when published, will provide
an overarching river corridor strategic framework plan
for better management of the Yarra River. This has been
developed by Melbourne Water with considerable community contribution. The Birrarung Cultural Precinct would
actualise many of the key aims of the overarching plan and
fulfil many of the desires expressed within the report by
community.

YARRA FLATS PARK CONCEPT PLAN,
PARKS VICTORIA, 2013
A key action of the Birrarung Cultural Precinct is to
construct the world-class, multi-purpose Birrarung
Meeting Place, this will include studios, event space and
a gallery. This new hub acknowledges and would address
many of the needs of the ‘Impressionist Laboratory’
proposed by Banyule City Council in 2013. (Feature A)
The Cultural Precinct is also in alignment with Parks
Victoria’s ambition for enhanced walking trails and
signage.

YARRA RIVER PROTECTION (WILIP-GIN
BIRRARUNG MURRON) ACT, VICTORIAN
GOVERNMENT, 2017
Provides for the declaration of the Yarra River and certain
public land in its vicinity for the purpose of protecting it as
one living and integrated natural entity.
This declaration is fundamental to the philosophy of the
Birrarung Cultural Precinct and the ambition to enshrine
and protect important land and associated ecologies for
future generations.

MIDDLE YARRA CORRIDOR STUDY,
VICTORIAN GOVERNMENT, 2016
The Birrarung Cultural Precinct is in alignment with the
core objectives of the Middle Yarra Corridor Study (2017)
which aims to ensure ‘Consistent development outcomes
along the Middle Yarra River to ensure that further
development does not encroach on the river’s landscape,
environmental, aesthetic, cultural and recreational values’.

YARRA RIVER – BULLEEN PRECINCT
LAND USE FRAMEWORK PLAN, DELWP
2019
The draft Yarra River - Bulleen Precinct - Land Use
Framework Plan establishes a strong land use framework
plan paving the way for an ’Internationally Significant
Cultural Place’. However, this framework plan lacks vision
on how to deliver this ‘Significant Cultural Place’; the
Birrarung Cultural Precinct provides clearly articulated
solutions to many of the ambitions of the Yarra River Bulleen Precinct - Land Use Framework Plan.
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William Barak
Ceremony (1898)
pencil, wash, ground wash, charcoal solution, gouache and earth pigments on paper
57.0 x 88.8 cm (image and sheet)
National Gallery of Victoria, Melbourne
Purchased, 1962 (1215B-5)
Photo: National Gallery of Victoria
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2.2

Wurundjeri context

The Wurundjeri People take their name from the
Woiwurrung language word ‘wurun’ meaning
the Manna Gum (Eucalyptus viminalis) which
is common along ‘Birrarung’ (Yarra River),
and ‘djeri‘, the grub which is found in or near
the tree. Wurundjeri are the ‘Witchetty Grub
People’ and their Ancestors have lived on this
land for millennia.1
The Wurundjeri peoples of the Kulin Nation
have lived in the area now known as Bulleen for
tens of thousands of years. The Wurundjeri have
flourished across this region, utilising the resources
of the Birrarung, the abundant bush lands and
the surrounding ranges. The Birrarung – ‘river
of mists and shadows’ – marked the centre of
Wurundjeri traditional land and Dreaming stories.2
The Birrarung provides iuk (eel) and the Wurundjeri
built refined stone traps and freshwater muscle
farms in the area. The rich wetlands of Bulleen
teemed with wildfowl, while the Stringybark and
Wurun (Manna Gum) forests provided game and
a diverse range of foods. The Wurundjeri often
hosted inter-tribal events that involved thousands
of guests at the Bolin Bolin Billabong.
One of the Wurundjeri’s most significant cultural
meeting places is the Bolin Bolin Billabong
(meaning “many lagoons” in Wurundjeri traditional
language, Woiwurrung). The Bolin Bolin Billabong
has been deemed a ‘No Go Zone’ for the North
East Link, due to its cultural and ecological
significance. Bolin Bolin falls within the Birrarung
Cultural Precinct and is an integral focal point
to the precinct design. Bolin Bolin is one of the
few remaining billabongs within Melbourne’s
urban environment, forming part of a network of
billabongs that all fall within the Birrarung Cultural
Precinct.3
1
Wurundjeri Land Council, 2019, https://www.wurundjeri.com, (accessed 8
March 2019).
2
‘Aboriginal History in Manningham’, Manningham Council, 2018, http://
www.manningham.vic.gov.au/indigenous-and-reconciliation, (accessed 10 March 2019).
3
‘Management of Wurundjeri Properties & Significant Places’, Wurundjeri
Land Council, 2019, https://www.wurundjeri.com, (accessed 8 March 2019).

‘Yingabeal’ (roughly translating to ‘Song Tree’ in Woiwurrung language of the
Wurundjeri). Yingabeal is an important scar tree and forms part of the juncture of
various Songlines for the Wurundjeri.
Image: Piers Morgan (Architecture Victoria, Summer 2019)
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2.2

Wurundjeri context

Members of the Wurundjeri Tribe on the Yarra River.
Image: Wurundjeri Tribal Land Compensation and Cultural Heritage Council

Jonathan Jones (Kamilaroi/Wiradjuri) with Aunty Joy Wandin Murphy (Wurundjeri) after William Barak (Wurundjeri).
Untitled (shield design) 2013 (detail)
Commissioned by TarraWarra Museum of Art for Future Memorials
Courtesy of the artists
Photograph: Christian Capurro

Bonds Road Scar Tree in Lower Plenty, the northern tip of the Birrarung Cultural Precinct.
Image: Eugene Howard 2019

Katie West
Clearing 2018-19
The exhibition comprised floor to ceiling textile works, cushions and seating...naturally dyed using plants collected from the local region, as
well as key texts by Indigenous writers including Kerry Arabena, Aunty Joy Murphy Wandin AO and Bruce Pascoe.
Installation View, Tarra Warra Museum of Art, 2019
Photo: Andrew Curtis
Courtesy of the Artist
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Arthur Streeton
‘Still glides the stream, and shall for ever glide’ 1890
Oil on canvas
82 x 153 cm
Art Gallery of New South Wales
Purchased 1890
Photo: AGNSW
Accession number: 859
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2.3

Artistic context

During the second half of the nineteenth century
the area surrounding the proposed Birrarung
Cultural Precinct offered artists, and the public
generally, a place of incredible beauty and
isolation, a place to escape to from the rapidly
expanding city of Melbourne. From the 1860s this
region saw leading landscape painters such as
Eugène von Guérard and Louis Buvelot produce
some of their most iconic, bucolic scenes.
From the 1880s, a group of artists began to
emerge who led the evolution of the Australian
Impressionist movement in this region, with the
Chartersville Estate in Eaglemont becoming a
vibrant artist’s colony. Led by Arthur Streeton,
this group included the likes of Charles Conder,
Frederick McCubbin, Tom Roberts, Jane Sutherland
and Walter Withers. The movement led to national
recognition for the area of Eaglemont, Heidelberg
and surrounding suburbs, with the group becoming
recognised for their style of painting and known as
the ‘Heidelberg School’.
In 1934, arts patrons John and Sunday Reed moved
to the fifteen acre property where Heide Museum
of Modern Art is today. They turned their home
into a vibrant hub where influential artists came
to live and work. This group of modernist artists
became known as the Heide circle (otherwise
referred to as the Angry Penguins) and included
artists such as Joy Hester, Sidney Nolan, John
Perceval, Albert Tucker and Danila Vassilieff. On
the dining table of John and Sunday Reed’s home
at Heide, Sidney Nolan produced his iconic Ned
Kelly series. In 1981, after the State Government
purchased Heide, it opened as a public museum.
The Reeds’ legacy is honoured through a variety of
changing exhibitions that draw on the museum’s
modernist history and its founders’ philosophy of
supporting innovative contemporary art.4

Eugene von Guérard
‘The Yarra Ranges seen from a hill near Heidelberg’ (1858)
21.0 × 48.8 cm irreg.
Accession Number1831B-4
Image: National Gallery of Victoria

Arthur Streeton
‘Golden summer, Eaglemont’ 1889
oil on canvas
813 x1526 mm
Accession no NGA 95.604
Image: National Gallery of Australia, Canberra Purchased 1995

Frederick McCubbin
‘The Letter’ (1884)
69.1 x 51 cm
Image: Art Gallery of Ballarat

4
‘The Heide Story’, Heide Museum of Modern Art, https://www.heide.com.au,
2019, (accessed: 10 March 2019).
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Sidney Nolan
‘Heidelberg’ (1945)
Collection Heide Museum of Modern Art
Image: Sidney Nolan Trust
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“Approximately 100 years after European
settlement, Heide became the name of the
farm where artists gathered to discuss ideas
and work in the garden to produce food for
the table. Passionate art supporters John and
Sunday Reed provided this haven for what
would become the only school of modernists
(the Angry Penguins) to develop in Australia.
Heide and the Angry Penguins have the same
significance for Melbourne as the Bloomsbury
Group and the kitchen gardens of Sissinghurst
have for the United Kingdom, or Peggy
Guggenheim’s villa has in Venice. The Heide
mythology developed from the 1930s was
recognised by the Government of Victoria
through its acquisition of the property and
art collection in 1980, and was subsequently
enhanced by the Reeds’ endowment, being
preserved as Heide Museum of Modern Art a unique cultural place in Melbourne’s short
history, for posterity and future generations.”

Sidney Nolan
‘Rosa Mutabilis’ (1945)
Collection: Heide Museum of Modern Art
Image: Sidney Nolan Trust

Heide II
Image: John Gollings

- Maudie Palmer AO
2019
Heide kitchen garden
Image: John Gollings
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The world of Heide was a real attempt to locate art and the artist, together
with those who worked with artists, in a more natural and nourishing milieu.
Richard Haese (Rebels and Precursors)

Birrarung (Yarra) River in front of Bolin Bolin Billabong
Image: Eugene Howard
2019
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2.4

Architectural context

The area surrounding the Birrarung Cultural
Precinct is home to an exceptionally diverse array
of nationally significant architecture. This begins,
post colonisation, with Banyule Homestead,
designed by John Gill when Victoria was still part
of NSW. The suburbs of Ivanhoe, Eaglemont and
Heidelberg led the way in the interwar period as
exponents of modern architecture, and throughout
these suburbs there is a high proportion of finely
executed interwar houses, including English
Revival, Californian Bungalow and Modern styles8.
Renowned architects who worked in the area
included Harold Desbrowe-Annear, Walter Burley
Griffin and Marion Mahony Griffin, Frederick
Romberg, Robin Boyd, Peter Mcintyre and David
McGlashan.
Of particular significance in this area has been
the development of innovative approaches to
architectural and landscape design. During the
postwar era designers created groundbreaking
works enhancing connections between the built
form and the natural environment. Walter Burley
Griffin and Marion Mahony Griffin’s exceptional
residential work (including Glenard and Mount
Eagle Estates, completed in 1916), are notable
for the retention of trees, roads that followed the
contours of the landscape, and central community
parks for which covenants were written into the
land titles for the subdivision.9
The Birrarung Cultural Precinct will provide
informative elements, offering visitors a
comprehensive overview of the unique architectural
history of the region and the nationally significant
impact of this work on Australian design, and
our very conception of design’s interaction with
the environment. Many fine examples sit on the
perimeter of the Birrarung Cultural Precinct, and
will be able to be viewed from key vantage points
along the precinct’s pathways and featured in the
permanent screen-based artowrk house in the
proposed Birrarung Meeting Place.
8
Dr. H. Doyle, and A. Neylon, ‘Banyule Thematic Environmental History’,
Heritage Victoria Pty Ltd for Banyule City Council, 2018, p.14.
9
Ibid., p. 60.

The Elizabethan Banyule Homestead, built by the colonial architect John Gill in
1846. Banyule is architecturally significant as one of the earliest surviving house
in Victoria and for its sophisticated design.
Image: RT Edgar realestate

Old England Hotel, built in 1848 By H.W Baker, was the first hotels in the
northern area and was a favourite meeting place for painters of the Heidelberg
school including Walter Withers, Arthur Streeton & Frederick McCubbin.
Image: Heritage Council Victoria.

‘Clarendon Eyre’, originally known as ‘Springbank’, built in1865, Bulleen
Image: c1982 by Irvine Green
DTHS Archive dp0391

Owned by farmer Thomas J Dowd and recorded in the 1875 Shire of Bulleen
rate books, Heide I is likely to have grown from the original farmhouse of this
once-rural allotment. The property was acquired by the Reeds in 1934.
Image: Heide Museum of Modern Art

Chadwick Estate, The Eyrie Eaglemont.
Designed by Harold Desbrowe Annear in 1904.

Walter Burley Griffin ‘Lippincott House’, Ivanhoe. Built in 1917
Source: J.T. Collins Collection, La Trobe Picture Collection, State Library of
Victoria.

The Viewbank silos are part of the Viewbank Homestead site and listed on the
Victorian Heritage Register. The silos are the only remaining intact structures
from the dairy, operating from 1922 to 1974.
Image: Herald Sun

Romberg House
Eaglemont
Designed by Frederick Romberg
1941

North West Aspect, Heide II Exterior, 1968,
Designed by David McGlashan and Neil Everist
Photograph by Wolfgang Sievers
Image: National Library of Australia

19

Birrarung Cultural Precinct 2019

Scene on the Yarra Yarra Flats
(c. 1866-1878)
Fred KRUGER
albumen silver photograph
Accession Number PH317-1979 Department Australian Photography
National Gallery of Victoria (Melbourne Gift of Mrs Beryl M. Curl, 1979)
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2.5

Environmental context

The Birrarung Cultural Precinct advocates
for the long-term re-watering of the Bolin
Bolin Billabong, acknowledging the work
already undertaken by Melbourne Water, the
Wurundjeri Land Council, Manningham Council
and Parks Victoria. With the Birrarung Cultural
Precinct’s proposed Bael (River Red Gum) and
Wurun (Manna Gum) Environmental Artwork
of over twelve hectares, a key ambition of the
precinct is to contribute to efforts to re-wild
the parklands adjacent the river and promote
enhanced ecological diversity.
The proposed Birrarung Cultural Precinct will act
to link key existing parklands within a single linear
parkland. Existing sites of significance within the
Birraurung Cultural Precinct will include: Bulleen
Park, Yarra Flats Park, Birrarung Park, Burke Road
Billabong Reserve, Bolin Bolin Billabong, Banyule
Flats, Warringal Parklands and Banksia Park.
Within the Birrarung Cultural Precinct, there exist
a number of highly significant ecological features,
including a network of billabongs, swampland, Bael
(River Red Gum) forests and important grasslands.
The Birrarung Cultural Precinct aims to restore and
enhance remnant patches of the endangered River
Swamp Wallaby-grass (Amphibromus fluitans). Key
amongst the precinct’s valuable ecological features
are the Banyule Flats Reserve, encompassing a
large wetland of state environmental significance,
and the largest intact grassy woodland in the inner
Melbourne area (over 46 hectares).5 Within the
Yarra Flats Parkland, across the river from the Bolin
Bolin Billabong, is the Annulus Billabong. The area
around Yarra Flats and the Bolin Bolin Billabong
is classed as ‘Riparian Floodplain Woodland’,
particularly featuring wetlands. There are remnant
Bael, Muyan (Silver Wattles/Acacia dealbata) and
Swamp Paperbark (Melaleuca ericifolia); the area is
5
‘Banyule Flats – A Hidden Treasure’, Warringal Conservation Society, 2019,
https://www.warringal.org.au, (Accessed: 01/03/2019).

considered of high ecological value due to having
retained important patches of remnant native
vegetation and areas of high value habitat.6 Diverse
frog species live in these wetlands, along with a
diverse array of native birdlife, including the Azure
Kingfisher. It is thought that this stretch of the
Birrarung is home to one the largest populations
of platypus the length of the river. The seasonal
wet and dry nature of the billabong has been
substantially altered due to the control of the
Birrarung flow.
For the Wurundjeri, the iuk (eel) harvest brought
people together in this area for negotiations,
trade and marriage. More recently, the stories of
the iuk harvest have been recorded by Wurundjeri
Elders on a series of plaques placed around the
Bolin Bolin.7 This important work will be an integral
component informing the wayfinding throughout
the Birrarung Cultural Precinct. After colonisation,
the rich river flats at Heidelberg were occupied
by orchardists and market gardeners from around
the 1840s. Due to floods wiping out gardens and
orchards however, the area was abandoned as an
agricultural site, save for cattle.

6
‘Management of Wurundjeri Properties & Significant Places’, Wurundjeri
Land Council, 2019, https://www.wurundjeri.com.au/services/natural-resource-management/management-of-wurundjeri-properties-significant-places/, (Accessed: 09/03/2019).
7
Ibid.

The Yarra River in flood at Bulleen. In the foreground is a training track, possibly
for trotters. The caption states that Clarendon Eyre (formerly ‘Springbank’) is in the
centre of the photograph.
Image: DTHS Arhive do0401

Banyule Flats Reserve.
Image: Friends of Banyule

Bolin Bolin Billabong.
Image: Herald Sun

Bolin Bolin Billabong.
Image: Herald Sun

Birrarung (Yarra) River
Image: Eugene Howard

Path to Bolin Bolin Billabong.
Image: Eugene Howard
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Birrarung (Yarra) River
2019
Image: Eugene Howard
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“[public parks] can be a place where
the modern and past coexist, a place
where they can offer deep and significant
cultural recognition while respecting the
values of people from all walks of life.”
- Shahana McKenzie
Former CEO of the Australian Institute
of Landscape Architects
2017
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3.0 Birrarung Cultural Precinct – Key Design Features:

1. ACCESSIBILITY: TRAILS & BRIDGES

Design Feature One
Birrarung Cultural Precinct (BCP) proposes connected
walking and bike trails, maintaining and enhancing the
identity of the local area, and respectfully considering
Indigenous and non indigenous cultural values.

Summary

2. ENVIRONMENTAL ARTWORKS

3. BIRRARUNG MEETING PLACE

4. SCREEN ARTWORK

Design Feature Two
BCP will promote ambitious, innovative and
internationally significant public environmental artworks.

Design Feature Three
BCP will establish an important new meeting place that
will include artist’s studios, performance spaces and
rooms for hire. This will become a vital new multi-cultural
meeting place.

Design Feature Four
An innovative screen based artwork will be installed in the
Birrarung Meeting Place, offering visitors an immersive
overview of the history, environment and diverse cultures
that inhabit the precinct.

25

Birrarung Cultural Precinct 2019

3.1

Precinct Site Extents: Existing Parklands
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3.2

Precinct Site Extents: Existing & Proposed Cultural Assets
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“An integrated design solution will enable
the project to move beyond an efficient
traffic outcome, towards an architecturally
significant design that recognises the
connection between people, places and
the natural environment”
- North East Link Association
Environmental Effects Statement
2019
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3.3

Birrarung Cultural Precinct Core Design
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3.4 Key Design Feature:

Environmental Artwork

Rammed earth wall
Nk’Mip Desert Cultural Centre
Architects: Bruce Haden, MRAIC
Location: Okanagan Valley, Canada
Image: Nic Lehoux

Rammed earth walls
TarraWarra Museum of Art
Architect: designed by Allan Powell from Powell & Glenn
Image: John Gollings
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3.4 Key Design Feature:

Environmental Artwork

The Birrarung Cultural Precinct acknowledges
the responsibility of addressing climate change
and achieving Environmental Performance
Requirements (EPRs). The cultural precinct will play
a vital role in restoring and protecting an important
section of the ‘lungs of Melbourne’, enhancing the
landscape and bringing the country into the city.
The Birrarung Cultural Precinct’s Environmental
Artwork will provide a fresh approach to public art
and act as an important contrast to the artworks
seen on some of Melbourne’s major freeways.
There exist significant precedents for public
artworks at this scale in Melbourne, with the
Peninsula Link Freeway and the East Link Freeway
featuring a number of extraordinary works, they
are all however made from manufactured industrial
materials, predominantly steel. By contrast, the
environmental artwork proposed by the Birrarung
Cultural Precinct are designed to add ecological
as well as cultural value to the river flats in
Bulleen, and to be consistent with Wurundjeri land
management.

Andy Goldsworthy
Storm King Wall (1997-98)
Approx. 60” X 2,278’ 6” X 32” overall
Fieldstone.
Image: Storm King Arts Centre
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3.4 Key Design Feature:

The Bael (River Red Gum) and Wurun
(Manna Gum) Environmental Artwork, with
its indigenous trees and sculptural walls
made from local earth, will make a powerful
contribution to the restoration of the river
landscape, as we move forward into the
21st Century with the increased impacts of
Climate Change.

The proposed Bael and Wurun Environmental
Artwork is tailored to the area’s distinctive ecology
and will act to enhance the river landscape around
the Manningham Road Interchange. The artwork
will surround proposed developments in this
precinct, in a stunning project performing the role
of both public art, landscape design and sound
walls. This is an important contribution given the
total loss of 150 patches of native vegetation
spread over 52 hectares, a result of the North East
Link’s construction. There is potential to utilise spoil
from the North East Link tunnels in the construction
of these sound wall sculptures, contributing to
desirable efficiency and innovation strategies,
addressing EPRs whilst enhancing the spirit of the
Wurundjeri Country.
This artwork will function as a wayfinding
mechanism, leading visitors through the precinct
along the river to the Birrarung Meeting Place,
resting beside Bolin Bolin Billabong. The sequence
of arrival and journey is critical to the overall
experience of place, with the Bael and Wurun
Forest Artwork and rammed earth sculptural sound
walls, introducing visitors to the parkland in an
intimate setting. The visitor experience expands
into parklands, takes in views of the river, travels
through a natural play garden for children, the
sculpture park of Heide Museum of Modern
Art, arriving at wetlands and open grasslands of
national significance.
The Birrarung Cultural Precinct looks to highly
successful precedents including the National
Arboretum in Canberra, designed by Taylor Cullity

Environmental Artwork

Leathlean (TCL). The Arboretum is a resounding
success story for the Australian Capital Territory,
with the visitor centre and playground inundated
with visitors on weekends and holidays, and the
Margaret Whitlam Pavilion,
overlooking the sweeping site, being a popular
venue for weddings and funerals; from 564,000
visitors in its opening year the Arboretum has
rapidly grown in popularity, becomming one of the
city’s main attractions1
Shahana McKenzie, former CEO of the Australian
Institute of Landscape Architects, articulates how
park designs are evolving to reflect their new uses,
noting how open spaces can be a place where the
modern and past coexist, a place where they can
offer deep and significant cultural recognition while
respecting the values of people from all walks of
life.2 It is the very co-existence of past, present and
future that the Birrarung Cultural Precinct will act to
enshrine, promote and nurture.

1
S, Pryor, ‘National arboretum loved by visitors’, Canberra Times, ACT, 2018,
https://www.canberratimes.com.au/national/act/national-arboretum-loved-by-visitors-butwhat-about-the-trees-20180413-p4z9i9.html, (Accessed: 25/03/2019).
2
Shahana McKenzie quoted in ‘The parks and gardens transforming Australia’, The Realestate Conversation, 2017, https://www.therealestateconversation.com.
au/2017/01/13/the-parks-and-gardens-transforming-australia/1484262673 (Accessed:
29/03/2019)’.
A Wurun (Manna Gum) on the banks of the Birrarung (Yarra River)
Image: Eugene Howard
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3.5 Key Design Feature:

Jill Peck
Steerage (1997 )
Herring Island Environmental Sculpture Park
Image: John Gollings

John Gollings with Samantha Slicer
Falling Fence (2001)
Herring Island Environmental Sculpture Park
Image: John Gollings

Environmental Art Precedents

Agnes Denes
“Tree Mountain - A Living Time Capsule - 11,000 Trees - 11,000 People - 400 Years” (Completed 1996)
Commissioned by the Finnish government at the Earth Summit, Rio de Janeiro, 1992
type-C print, 36 x 36 inches (copyright Agnes Denes; courtesy Leslie Tonkonow Artworks + Projects)

David Nash
49 white-trunked birches, planted in a square (1997)
Cae’n-y-Coed
Image: Fullgrown
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After more than a decade of China’s ‘Green Great Wall’ project, the typical landscape in Duolun today is filled with trees and shrubs
Image: Ian Teh
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“The tunnels will emerge from under the
Birrarung (Yarrra River) opening into a
restorative environmental art work that
will enhance this Wurundjeri Country
and complement its ancient river. 1000
Bael (River Red gums) and Wurun
(Manna gums), together with rammed
earth walls and way-finding tracks will
be composed to reflect William Barak’s
enduring ‘diamond’ motif and emphasise
a contemporary artistic vision for this
Birrarung Cultural Precinct.”
-Aunty Joy Murphy Wandin AO, Senior
Wurundjeri Elder
& Maudie Palmer AO
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3.7 Key Design Feature:
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Precedent Designs

REALMstudios with the Cooperative Research Centre
Darwin, NT
Designers: REALMstudios

Ironbark Ridge Park (2013)
The New Rouse Hill, Rouse Hill, NSW
Designers: Oculus
Image: Oculus

Nature Play
Royal Park
Designers: City of Melbourne - City Design Studio
Managing Contractor - Lendlease
Image: Peter Bennetts

Nature Play
Royal Park
Designers: City of Melbourne - City Design Studio
Managing Contractor - Lendlease
Image: Peter Bennetts
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3.6 Key Design Feature:

Walking, Bike Trails & Pedestrian Bridges

The promotion of health and recreation is a
primary aim of the Birrarung Cultural Precinct.
Artists will work collaboratively with designers
on walking trails, creating a seamless
integration between amenitites and artworks.
The Birrarung Cultural Precinct proposes new
walking and bike trails linking existing trails,
including the Main Yarra Trail, connecting
important cultural places on both sides of the
river and benefiting sites including Heide MoMA
and the proposed Birrarung Meeting Place. As
evidence by Yingabeal, the scar tree on the
grounds of Heide MoMA, this area has, for
thousands of years, been a place of community
gatherings and convergence. The Yingabeal
scar tree is one of Melbourne’s most important
Songline trees, marking a central meeting place
of up to five Songlines.
The cultural precinct’s trail expansion offers
visitors an experience of Colonial, Victorian and
award-winning modern architecture. Upriver is
the magnificent mansion ‘Banyule’, built in 1846
when Victoria was still part of New South Wales;
nearby are the three 1930’s Viewbank Silos, and
Wurundjeri sites of cultural significance, including
Bolin Bolin Billabong, Yingabeal and the Bonds
Road scar trees at the Northern point of the
prtecinct. Key actions include:
•

New footbridge closer to the Heide grounds,
restoring the traditional pedestrian route from
Heidelberg Station past the Old England Hotel.

•

New footbridge improving access to the Veneto
Club, completing pedestrian/cycling circuit of
the Cultural Precinct from the Bulleen side to
the Eaglemont side of the river.

•

Improving existing pedestrian access under
the Manningham Road Bridge to the Birrarung
Cultural Precinct and the proposed village.

Warringal Park (c1920)
Image: Heidelberg Historical Society

Arnolds Creek
City of Melton, VIC (2013)
Designers: REALMstudios
Image: Realm
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3.8 Key Design Feature:

Birrarung Meeting Place

Treading lightly on the land, located between Heide MoMA and the Bolin Bolin
Billabong, Birrarung Cultural Precinct proposes an artists’ studios and multipurpose meeting place. This new meeting place will contribute invaluably
towards the revitalisation of artistic activity within the precinct, providing time
and space for artists to inhabit the precinct, whilst offering permanent innovative
contemporary art. The Meeting Place will provide a space for the interpretation
of history, culture and the environment, by artists, the local community and both
national and international guests.
The Birrarung Meeting Place will be an example of the finest contemporary
architecture, powered by alternative energy. This will be a significant meeting
place for the Wurundjeri people and the multicultural community surrounding
the Birrarung Cultural Precinct. The meeting place will be a site of future festivity
and ceremony to celebrate this unique precinct, its history and its future.
At this crucial time, when species of flora and fauna are under increasing, critical
threat from human activity, the Birrarung Meeting Place has the potential to be
a nerve centre for interdisciplinary residencies affording scientists, as well as
artists, the unique opportunity to be embedded within this exceptional natural
environment.
The Birrarung Meeting Place will set a new tone that will influence future land
use and developments in the area, including the Yarra Valley Country Club and
potential for developments around the Manningham Road Interchange. A key
goal of the Birrarung Cultural Precinct is to ensure architectural excellence in any
new development that may occur within the precinct.
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Artist’s Impression of Birrarung Meeting Place
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“A new pavilion of up to 1000 square
metres - the inside meeting the outside
- will provide shelter close to Bolin Bolin
Billabong, a traditional Wurundjeri
meeting place. The pavilion will rest lightly
on the river-flat providing a view of the
Birrarung. Artists will work in its studios,
people will gather to celebrate, or simply
pause to rest and view the permanent
screen art work.
Built from natural materials, this fully
sustainable, unique architectural
achievement will join to the existing
architectural lineage of excellence in the
Birrarung Cultural Precinct.”
-Aunty Joy Murphy Wandin AO, Senior
Wurundjeri Elder
& Maudie Palmer AO
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Artist’s Impression of Birrarung Meeting Place
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Birrarung Meeting Place Artist’s Impression
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“Housed in the Birrarung Meeting Place
will be a large, contemporary screen art
work that incorporates archival images
into a magical, real-time re-creation
of the Birrarung and its environs the work will speak to the site’s rich,
layered history and its ongoing cultural
activity.”
John Power, Lecturer School of
Design RMIT
& Eugene Howard
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3.9 Key Design Feature:
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Meeting Place Precedents

MPavilion (2018)
Architects: Estudio Carme Pinós
Image: John Gollings

The Arthur and Yvonne Boyd Education Centre (1996-99)
Bundanon, New South Wales
Architects: Glenn Murcutt, Wendy Lewin and Reg Lark

Home-for-All (2014)
Tsukihama, Miyatojima
Architects: Kazuyo Sejima + Ryue Nishizawa / SANAA
Image: Courtesy of Home-for-All

Heide II
Heide Museum of Modern Art
Image: John Gollings

Riversdale expansion design
Bundanon, New South Wales
Architects: Kerstin Thompson Architects (KTA)
Image: KTA

Glenorchy Art and Sculpture Park (GASP) (2011)
Architects: Room 11
Image: Room 11
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4.0 Birrarung Cultural Precinct:

Structure & Governance

The Birrarung Cultural Precinct is proposed as a ‘critically interdependent’
component of the North East Link Primary Package. A fund would be created
to cover capital costs (including artist’s and architect’s commissions) which
would include dedicated capital to be invested to provide income to cover
costs of maintenance and minimal programming into the future, and would
include a subsidy for the artist-in-residence program. It is envisaged that
the Birrarung Cultural Precinct would be fully sustainable and have minimal
operational costs. It would be inherently protected against vandalism with
external 24 hour security monitoring provided. Staffing would only be required
and provided to manage events that would be proposed on a walk in walk
out basis with a hiring fee for the venue. The precinct could be managed by
the road authority, a tax deductible company limited by guarantee, a Not for
Profit entity with DGR status, by Heide Museum of Modern Art (MoMA) or
alternatively by McClelland Sculpture Park + Gallery.
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5.0 Compatible projects & response to the Yarra River – Bulleen Precinct – Land Use
Framework Plan
The North East Link and the draft Yarra River –
Bulleen Precinct – Land Use Framework Plan being
considered by the Department of Environment Land
Water and Planning (DELWP), can add to the historic
significance of this region and could promote projects
focussing on contemporary design excellence, that will
be complementary to the Birrarung Cultural Precinct
and Heide MoMA, and provide ambitious contributions
to the ecology of the precinct. The Birrarung Cultural
Precinct is advocating for a raft of complementary
projects and outlines below a clear stance on key
components in the current draft Yarra River – Bulleen
Precinct – Land Use Framework Plan, key points include:

1. Ensuring the Beyond Time contemporary artwork
project, conceptualized by the authors of BCP, that
will enhance the entrance to the tunnel from the
M80 Ring Road and extend within and above the
North East Link to the Birrarung Cultural Precinct, is
achieved.
2. Ensuring the Riverland Conservation Society is
supported in the construction of the Banksia
Street Wetlands, the re-watering Banksia Street
Billabong and the Annulus Billabong.
3. Ensuring permanent re-watering of Bolin Bolin
Billabong.
4. Protecting the historic pre-colonial Bael (River
Red Gum) on the corner of Manningham Road and
Bridge Street – the National Trust’s Victorian Tree of
the Year Winner.
5. Building car parking to cater for the Birrarung
Cultural Precinct, new village and Heide MoMA.
6. Building a new vehicle entrance to Heide MoMA
from Bridge Street via Banksia Park and upgrading
existing car parking.
7. Ensuring new developments have clearly defined
sustainability and architectural outcomes,
enshrined within an Incorporated Planning
document. It is crucial to the Birrarung Cultural
Precinct’s integrity that developments contribute
meaningfully to the lineage of architectural
excellence – from colonial to contemporary – which
exists in and around the precinct.
8. Ensuring the Yarra River – Bulleen Precinct – Land
Use Framework Plan identifies planning overlays
not currently acknowledged in the draft, these
include: the Land Subject to Inundation Overlay,
the Environmental Significance Overlay and the
Significant Landscape Overlay.
9. Birrarung Cultural Precinct opposes the proposed
amendments C128mann to the Manningham
Planning Scheme to the former Bulleen Drive-In
site (49 Greenaway Street), on the grounds that
this site should become integrated parkland and

wetlands. This proposal would not be compatible
with the vision for the Birrarung Cultural Precinct,
nor the Victorian Government’s Yarra River Action
Plan (2017), which outlines the potential for the area
“to become an internationally significant cultural
precinct, centred on the relationship between
the arts, nature and Traditional Owner heritage”,
proposed residential developments at 49 Greenaway
Street would pose a significant interruption to
design solutions proposed by the Birrarung Cultural
Precinct Draft Vision.
10. Birrarung Cultural Precinct opposes relocated
sporting fields on the former Bulleen Drive-In site
(49 Greenaway Street). The Old Bulleen Drive-In
possesses existing setbacks (145m and 245m) and is
currently zoned Urban Floodway Zone. Flood depths
on the site are recorded at between 2-3 metres.
11. Ensuring existing Design and Development
Overlays (DDO2) setting out mandatory minimum
setbacks and height restrictions are maintained as a
future planning control in their existing form.
12. Ensuring an Incorporated Plan or relevant planning
controls guide all future development at the Yarra
Valley Country Club (YVCC), guiding development
that is consistent with the Birrarung Cultural
Precinct and sensitive to the architectural lineage
of excellence within the precinct. Due to YVCC
being located on the fringe of the river floodplain,
the majority of the YVCC site is inappropriate for
development and active open space/sporting
ovals. The Birrarung Cultural Precinct proposes
the majority of this land become parklands,
contributing to the ecological health of the Yarra
River and connectivity for walking. Wetlands should
be considered at the YVCC to treat stormwater
from any future development and existing urban
areas. The existing DDO should be adhered to,
which determines the mandatory setback line for
development.

14. Birrarung Cultural Precinct sees renewal of where
the former light Industrial Precinct was, at the
Manningham Road Interchange, for restaurants,
cafes, hotels, modest residential, as compatible
with the Cultural Precinct. This area could become
a hub for this Internationally Significant and
World-Class Cultural Precinct – and could include
employment and services such as aforementioned
restaurants, cafes, hotels, modest residential and car
parking (see: page 29 figure 3.3: Birrarung Cultural
Precinct Core Design). Industrial uses should not
be returned to this site, as they would be deemed
incompatible with the Birrarung Cultural Precinct.
Appropriate zoning and planning controls should
be established to ensure that appropriate uses are
established for the area.
15. The promotion of both architecturally excellent
and sustainable housing that has a range of pricing
options enshrined in the development model to
ensure any development is socially responsible.
Birrarung Cultural Precinct looks to success stories
including the Nightingale model and the Assemble
model.
16. Retaining a nursery within the precinct where
Indigenous plants could be cultivated for use in the
precinct.
17. Ensuring pedestrians have access to the Birrarung
Cultural Precinct from the East side of Bulleen
Road
18. Ensuring electromagnetic field levels remain
acceptably low, adhering to the Australian
Radiation Protection and Nuclear Safety Agency
(ARPANSA) and World Health Organisation’s
standards for exposure. Ensure substations and
power lines are buried where practicable and/or
treated in an architecturally ambitious way.

13. Birrarung Cultural Precinct would support relocated
sports fields and active open space along
Templestowe Road.
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“People spend a lifetime trying
to get a large piece of land, build
a house on it and plant it like a
park. Few can afford to reach
their goal. What I want to do is
give everyone a chance to attain
such a dream... so that each
individual can feel that the whole
of the landscape is his. No fence,
no boundaries, no red roofs to
spoil the Australian landscape...”
-Walter Burley Griffin
C. 1921
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5.0 Compatible projects: contemporary architecture precedents

Charles House
2017
Kew, Melbourne
Designers: Austin Maynard Architects
Image: Austin Maynard Architects

True North
Kensington, Melbourne
Designers: Tandem architects
Image: John Gollings

Heller Street Housing
2017
West Brunswick, Victoria
Designers: 6 Degrees
Image: 6 Degrees

Ellenbrook Estate
2018
Midland, Western Australia
Image: Philippa O’Brien
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We are grateful to a diverse range of stakeholders and supporters who have been engaged throughout the development of the Birrarung Cultural
Precinct, in particular we thank the Yarra River Keeper Association Inc. and Heide Museum of Modern Art for supporting this proposal.
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7.0 Biographies

Photo by Jacqueline Mitelman

M: +61 439 899 306
E: maudie@netspace.net.au

MAUDIE PALMER AO

EUGENE HOWARD

Maudie Palmer was Founding Director of Heide
Museum of Modern Art and TarraWarra Museum
of Art, she founded Herring Island Environmental
Sculpture Park, has been involved in countless
institutions across the country. As one of Australia’s
most respected curators and arts administrators,
Maudie Palmer believes in the power of art to
open intellectual space around difficult social and
environmental concerns. It was during her time
as the Vice-Chancellor’s Professorial Fellow in the
Faculty of Art, Design and Architecture at Monash
University that Maudie initiated the Birrarung
Project, from which the Birrarung Cultural Precinct
has emerged.

Eugene Howard is Co-Artistic Director and CEO
of Residency Projects Inc., a NFP organisation
founded in 2017 to create unique spaces for
artists and organisations to spend time developing
creative practice. Eugene is an artist and arts
worker and sits on the Testing Grounds Advisory
Committee (Creative Victoria) and Nillumbik
Shire Council’s Arts and Cultural Development
Advisory Panel. Eugene is currently co-producing
the documentary film, BUKAL, exploring the life of
Yidinji Elder, Henrietta Marrie AM.
Photo by Jacqueline Mitelman

M: +61 425 797 220
E: eugenelukehoward@gmail.com

© This unpublished work by Maudie Palmer AO and Eugene Howard, 2019.
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