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My name is Larissa Andrusiak and I care about the environment in Westernport Bay.
Westernport Bay has been damaged enough. I\'ve watched the mangroves
disappear and all the precious marine life they support vanish too. All part of a vital
ecosystem that should be more important than more gas money. I thank the Crib
Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the
opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point
gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should
deem this proposal unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to in my
submission but the issue that concerns me most is the impact on our internationally
recognised wetlands and wildlife. A new fossil fuel project like the gas import
terminal which AGL is proposing would introduce new risks to the local community
and visitors to the area. These risks include exposing people to toxic hydrocarbons
which may leak from the facility and increased risk of accidental fire and explosion
as noted in EES Technical Report K. The nearest homes to the import facility are
about 1.5 kms away and Wooleys Beach is also close to the site. AGL have
completed only preliminary quantitative risk assessments on these risks and have
deemed the risk acceptable on that basis. It is not acceptable to present preliminary
studies and the EES should not continue until we have an independent expert to
provide final risk assessments. Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent
region in all of Australia. People come to see the little penguins and the migrating
Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other incredible marine and
wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas
tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of
the area and be inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected
wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination. Recent
research has shown that wetlands have the potential to capture and store large
amounts of carbon for hundreds of years. Wetlands should be protected and
enhanced for their role in the fight against climate change rather than being subject
to potentially damaging projects like this gas import terminal proposed by AGL. In
Victoria we have already bulldozed or drained most of our freshwater wetlands
which has contributed to the loss of approximately 35 per cent of wetlands
worldwide between 1970-2015. We cannot afford to lose any more as we face the
climate crisis. If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of
chlorinated water into the Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on
marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know about how this cold chlorinated
wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The impact modelling completed
by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate. Furt
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A new fossil fuel project like the gas import terminal which AGL is proposing would
introduce new risks to the local community and visitors to the area. These risks
include exposing people to toxic hydrocarbons which may leak from the facility and
increased risk of accidental fire and explosion as noted in EES Technical Report K.
The nearest homes to the import facility are about 1.5 kms away and Wooleys Beach
is also close to the site. AGL have completed only preliminary quantitative risk
assessments on these risks and have deemed the risk acceptable on that basis. It is
not acceptable to present preliminary studies and the EES should not continue until
we have an independent expert to provide final risk assessments. Phillip Island is
the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come to see
the little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well
as other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport
Bay in the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit
will undermine the beauty of the area and be inconsistent with the perception that
it is a pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular
tourist destination. Recent research has shown that wetlands have the potential to
capture and store large amounts of carbon for hundreds of years. Wetlands should
be protected and enhanced for their role in the fight against climate change rather
than being subject to potentially damaging projects like this gas import terminal
proposed by AGL. In Victoria we have already bulldozed or drained most of our
freshwater wetlands which has contributed to the loss of approximately 35 per cent
of wetlands worldwide between 1970-2015. We cannot afford to lose any more as
we face the climate crisis. Wetlands contain a disproportionate amount of the soil
carbon on our planet. Wetlands are responsible for storing between 20 and 30 per
cent of global soil carbon despite occupying only around 5 and 8 per cent of the
surface of the Earth. Protecting wetlands such as Westernport Bay Ramsar site
should be a priority to prevent the release of vast quantities of carbon pollution to
the atmosphere. This is particularly important as a defense against the impacts of
climate change. Large ships like LNG tankers have been recorded as having hit
whales and other marine mammals. The EES has grossly underreported the chance
of whale strike at 1-in-2500 per year. Using their own figures the actual calculated
risk is 1-in-326. This means a 1-in-16 chance over the proposed 20-year lifespan. It is
likely that these numbers are conservative because the number of whales observed
with injuries consistent with ship strike is higher than the number of strikes reported
by shipping operators. Don't let this Happen!!!!!! Think about the future not the
budget for the moment
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1. It is deeply unpopular and has no social license from the local community 2.
Australia has plenty of gas 3. It will not reduce gas prices 4. It will increase climate
pollution 5. It threatens Westernport Bay marine life, local ecosystems including
Ramsar-listed wetlands, and local businesses
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My name is Will Campbell and I live in the Westernport Bay area. it is important as
it is my home I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the
Minister for Planning for the opportunity to make a submission to the environment
assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a
variety of issues which should deem this proposal unacceptable under its current
form and that I will point to in my submission but the issue that concerns me most is
the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife. The beach and
reserve area around Crib Point jetty is a popular spot for residents and visitors alike.
Access to the reserve and surrounding areas is likely to be affected by the loss of
bush or by disruptions because of maintenance or high noise. The EES notes that
there is not a comparable reserve area nearby. The increased number of ships
coming into Westernport Bay and the strict exclusion zones will mean boaters or
sailors will have more disruptive ship traffic to contend with. Fishers will enjoy less
catch as a result of the impact of increased shipping and toxic chlorination of the
important nursery seagrass surrounding the Crib Point jetty. Phillip Island is the
second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come to see the
little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as
other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport
Bay in the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit
will undermine the beauty of the area and be inconsistent with the perception that
it is a pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular
tourist destination. Large ships like LNG tankers have been recorded as having hit
whales and other marine mammals. The EES has grossly underreported the chance
of whale strike at 1-in-2500 per year. Using their own figures the actual calculated
risk is 1-in-326. This means a 1-in-16 chance over the proposed 20-year lifespan. It is
likely that these numbers are conservative because the number of whales observed
with injuries consistent with ship strike is higher than the number of strikes reported
by shipping operators. The conclusion that a ship strike would have a low
consequence to the visiting Southern Right whale population is inconsistent with the
Conservation Management Plan for Southern Right whales. Thank you once again
for the opportunity to contribute to the environment assessment of the Crib Point
gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined above, the impact on our
internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife would be unacceptable. There are
many other viable, and more suitable, options Victoria can pursue to ensure that we
meet our energy needs without exposing the precious wetlands of Westernport Bay,
the unique wildlife which depend on this ecosystem, or the local community to any
harm. Thanks Will
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My name is Lou Curtis-Smith and I live in the Westernport Bay area. It is the habitat
to precious and vulnerable marine life. It needs protecting not attacked. I thank the
Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the
opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point
gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should
deem this proposal unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to in my
submission but the issue that concerns me most is the impact on our internationally
recognised wetlands and wildlife. Natural environments play a crucial role in both
the mental and physical health of the communities who access them. The potential
loss of nature and access to green spaces can contribute to mental distress and
environmental grief experienced by communities who place significance on these
areas. This can detrimentally impact on the long-term mental health of a
community. Excessive exposure to noise and light pollution in areas of recreation or
among households can result in loss of sleep and irritability. As well as increased
prevalence of anxiety and a lack of ability to focus. The impacts of noise and light
pollution can result in increased prevalence of mental health conditions in a
community. Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of
Australia. People come to see the little penguins and the migrating Humpback and
Southern Right whales as well as other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The
industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating
Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of the area and be
inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This
could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination. Australia has committed
to promote the conservation and wise use of wetlands as a signatory of the Ramsar
Convention on Wetlands of International Importance. This is understood as the
maintenance of their ecological character and preventing their degradation. It is
inappropriate to build and operate a gas import terminal in the middle of one of the
most precious environments in Victoria and an internationally significant wetland. If
the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water
into the Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife.
There is so much we do not know about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will
affect marine life in Westernport. The impact modelling completed by AGL is not
comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate. Furthermore, current
Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high conservation value areas
like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State Environment Protection Policy
(Waters). AGL has so far been unsuccessful in their attempts to weaken these laws.
Combining the poor impact assessments and the
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My name is Owen Morris and I visit Westernport Bay often. It has been a part of my
life for over 60 years. It was my childhood playground and should be for future gens.
As kids, we rock-pooled, fished, sailed and explored the coast. We gave back
through Beach cleans and plantings. Industry will destroy. I thank the Crib Point
Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the opportunity to
make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty
and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this
proposal unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to in my
submission but the issue that concerns me most is the negative impact on
greenhouse gas emissions in Victoria. The beach and reserve area around Crib Point
jetty is a popular spot for residents and visitors alike. Access to the reserve and
surrounding areas is likely to be affected by the loss of bush or by disruptions
because of maintenance or high noise. The EES notes that there is not a comparable
reserve area nearby. The increased number of ships coming into Westernport Bay
and the strict exclusion zones will mean boaters or sailors will have more disruptive
ship traffic to contend with. Fishers will enjoy less catch as a result of the impact of
increased shipping and toxic chlorination of the important nursery seagrass
surrounding the Crib Point jetty. Phillip Island is the second most tourismdependent region in all of Australia. People come to see the little penguins and the
migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other incredible marine
and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of huge
gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty
of the area and be inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected
wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination. Wetlands
are among the most biodiverse ecosystems on earth. They combine land and water
which allows them to be home to at least 1350 species including migratory birds like
the critically endangered Orange-Bellied Parrot. Half of the Westernport Bay
wetland is made up of seagrass beds which are a nursery site for prawns and fish.
Westernport Bay is also the most significant site for mangroves in Victoria.
Mangroves stabilise sediment and protect the shoreline from erosion. The shoreline
directly around the Crib Point jetty is an extensive mangrove stand. Wetlands should
be protected as a key habitat for an incredible array of plants and animals rather
than being subject to potentially damaging projects like this gas import terminal
proposed by AGL. If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres
of chlorinated water into the Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on
marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know about how this cold chlorinated
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My concern is centred on the 13,000 page environment impact study that AGL have
submitted. That in itself is a HUGE warning to me about the impact this project
will have and the ongoing danger to the environment. ACT FOR YOUR CHILDREN and
the PLANET. DT.
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Impact of AGL's proposed development on birdlife of Westernport Bay. File
uploaded below.
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Impact of AGL’s proposed development on birdlife of Westernport Bay
Structure of Westernport Bay
Westernport has an unusual horseshoe structure. There is a deep water port near Hastings
but most of the bay is shallow. At low tide extensive mudflats become exposed around
French Island and along most of the mainland shores. It is one of the top 20 most important
shore bird sites in Australia. Thousands of migratory and resident shore birds feed there
every summer. It is vitally important that these food sources remain uncontaminated.
International Importance
At the end of our summer the migratory shorebirds leave Australia to follow the East-Asian
Australasian Flyway some 10,000 kms to Siberia where breeding takes place. At the
approaching northern winter, first the mature birds and later the fledglings make the return
journey. Feeding grounds in Australia, Siberia and along the flyway are crucial to the survival
of these birds.
Much work has been done to develop an international Site Network to ensure the feeding
sites along the flyway are protected and managed.
Birdlife Australia and Australian Waders Studies Group have been instrumental in
encouraging foreign governments to protect these areas. It will be shameful if we don’t do
our part in protecting ours.
Ramsar Convention Listing
Westernport was listed as a significant wetland under the Ramsar Convention on
Conservation of Wetlands of International importance in 1982. This imposes an extra
obligation to protect this area from damaging industrial development.
Other international agreements:
Japan –Australia Migratory Bird Agreement
China‐Australia Migratory Bird Agreement
Republic of Korea‐ Australia Migratory Bird Agreement
We have international obligations to protect this site.
Some of Shore Bird Species Reliant on Westernport
Migratory
Bar‐tailed Godwit
Whimbrel
Eastern Curlew
Common Greenshank
Terek Sandpiper
Common Sandpiper
Grey‐tailed Tattler
Ruddy Turnstone
Curlew Sandpiper
Pacific Golden Plover
Grey Plover
Red‐necked Stint

Resident
Pied Oystercatcher
Sooty Oystercatcher
Black‐winged Stilt
Red‐necked Avocet
Red‐capped Plover
Black‐fronted Dotterel
Hooded Plover
Masked Lapwing
Effect of Human Disturbance on Shore Birds
Shore birds are extremely sensitive to noise and to unusual activity. Feeding patterns are
disrupted by human disturbance. Intrusion of vehicular noise from boats, planes and other
vehicles can cause birds to lose valuable feeding time. Small birds like stints (which weigh a
mere 30gms) suffer most as they need to feed for long periods to gain sufficient weight to
make the 10,000 km journey to Siberia.
Impact of AGL infrastructure on fragile ecosystems
increased volume of shipping, discharge of chlorine affecting water quality, effect of process
on water temperature are just a few of the factors that will put ecosystems at risk.
A Plea from the Heart
I am 82 years old and have known the Mornington Peninsula all my life. I personally have
witnessed the decline of many species which used to be common – blue wrens, scarlet
robins even willie wagtails as well as many terrestrial orchids – due to population growth
and industrial development.
On top of this, the recent bushfire season killed billons of native plants and animals.
This is a time when we should make every effort to cherish our unique fauna and flora,
already challenged by accelerated climate change.
We also have the opportunity to move away from fossil fuels and to rebuild our economy
investing in renewable energy. It seems an extremely retrograde step to allow AGL to build
such an intrusive and damaging facility in an area of diverse and unique ecosystems.
Protecting Westernport Bay should be given highest priority
Janet Limb AO
Former Board Member Trust for Nature Victoria
Life member VNPA
Member Birdlife Australia
Member VWSG
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I am writing to strongly object to AGL’s proposed Gas Import and Pipeline Project at
Westernport Bay. I live in the area and moved here around 10 years ago. We
decided to move to the Westernport Bay side of the Peninsula as so much
development, noise and air pollution was happening on the other side of the Bay.
Westernport is like a breath of fresh air and unlike anywhere else I have travelled to.
I also know the health benefits of living in a place that has fresh air, a natural
environment and how this has such positive effects on our health and wellbeing.
There is compelling evidence to show this. I am deeply concerned about the impact
AGL’s proposed gas terminal will have on the local area. This area has been declared
and listed as a Ramsar wetland (only 12 in Victoria) where valuable habitat, fisheries
and certain species which are only found in this area. The EES does not address a
number of areas. For example the impact on these rare and unique wetlands and
the wetland and migratory birds. Also these unique wetlands are important for
conserving biological diversity. These wetlands are of international importance. I am
concerned about the effect the chlorine will have that is being released into the
water. There is no evidence as to how this will effect our marine life, the whales,
dolphins, seals, etc. These contaminants have the potential for irreversible damage
to the ecosystem. Australia is one of the leading contributors to green house gas
emissions. Climate change is something we are facing and we need to act now. We
are seeing the effects of this now with rising temperatures and our recent
devastating fires. There was a fire in the area not so long ago. At this time when we
are seeing these effects of climate change so much, I find it absolutely bewildering
that a huge Gas terminal is even being considered. It is now more than ever that we
need to change to renewables. Gas is another dirty, polluting and a very expensive
fossil fuel. There are not many areas that have not been developed and left
untouched. I feel incredibly sad to think anyone in their right mind would allow AGL
to destroy this wetland sanctuary and the waterways and all the marine life within
it. Why are we thinking about burning more fossil fuels? We need to phase fossil
fuels out and move to renewables now. There are many unanswered questions in
the EES as well as unknown effects this will have on our marine life and future
generations. Please do not allow this to go ahead. This project will have irreversible
consequences on our environment and wildlife just so AGL makes a profit. Jan Earls
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My name is Trish Menzies and I care about the environment in Westernport Bay. It
is an important eco system for Victoria. We need to protect marine eco systems as
much as we can. A friend of mine dives there and it is as beautiful as the Great
Barrier Reef. I am a grandmother of 10 and I wish to preserve areas like this. I thank
the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the
opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point
gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should
deem this proposal unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to in my
submission but the issue that concerns me most is the impact on our internationally
recognised wetlands and wildlife. Natural environments play a crucial role in both
the mental and physical health of the communities who access them. The potential
loss of nature and access to green spaces can contribute to mental distress and
environmental grief experienced by communities who place significance on these
areas. This can detrimentally impact on the long-term mental health of a
community. Excessive exposure to noise and light pollution in areas of recreation or
among households can result in loss of sleep and irritability. As well as increased
prevalence of anxiety and a lack of ability to focus. The impacts of noise and light
pollution can result in increased prevalence of mental health conditions in a
community. Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of
Australia. People come to see the little penguins and the migrating Humpback and
Southern Right whales as well as other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The
industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating
Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of the area and be
inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This
could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination. Recent research has
shown that wetlands have the potential to capture and store large amounts of
carbon for hundreds of years. Wetlands should be protected and enhanced for their
role in the fight against climate change rather than being subject to potentially
damaging projects like this gas import terminal proposed by AGL. In Victoria we have
already bulldozed or drained most of our freshwater wetlands which has
contributed to the loss of approximately 35 per cent of wetlands worldwide
between 1970-2015. We cannot afford to lose any more as we face the climate
crisis. If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of
chlorinated water into the Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on
marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know about how this cold chlorinated
wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The impact modelling completed
by AGL is not comprehensive. Yours truly, Patricia Menzies
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My name is Morgan Coventry and I live in the Westernport Bay area. It is a quiet,
clean family friendly place that my family and I often visit for a day trip. Its fresh air
and clean waters have provided us with many lovely kayaking and walking
adventures. It is a marine life haven with many species of fish and kelp I thank the
Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the
opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point
gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should
deem this proposal unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to in my
submission but the issue that concerns me most is the impact on our internationally
recognised wetlands and wildlife. A new fossil fuel project like the gas import
terminal which AGL is proposing would introduce new risks to the local community
and visitors to the area. These risks include exposing people to toxic hydrocarbons
which may leak from the facility and increased risk of accidental fire and explosion
as noted in EES Technical Report K. The nearest homes to the import facility are
about 1.5 kms away and Wooleys Beach is also close to the site. AGL have
completed only preliminary quantitative risk assessments on these risks and have
deemed the risk acceptable on that basis. It is not acceptable to present preliminary
studies and the EES should not continue until we have an independent expert to
provide final risk assessments. Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent
region in all of Australia. People come to see the little penguins and the migrating
Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other incredible marine and
wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas
tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of
the area and be inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected
wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination. Recent
research has shown that wetlands have the potential to capture and store large
amounts of carbon for hundreds of years. Wetlands should be protected and
enhanced for their role in the fight against climate change rather than being subject
to potentially damaging projects like this gas import terminal proposed by AGL. In
Victoria we have already bulldozed or drained most of our freshwater wetlands
which has contributed to the loss of approximately 35 per cent of wetlands
worldwide between 1970-2015. We cannot afford to lose any more as we face the
climate crisis. If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of
chlorinated water into the Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on
marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know about how this cold chlorinated
wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The impact modelling completed
by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases totally ina
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My name is Courtney Campbell and I live in the Westernport Bay area. A new fossil
fuel project like the gas import terminal which AGL is proposing would introduce
new risks to the local community and visitors to the area. These risks include
exposing people to toxic hydrocarbons which may leak from the facility and
increased risk of accidental fire and explosion as noted in EES Technical Report K.
The nearest homes to the import facility are about 1.5 kms away and Wooleys Beach
is also close to the site. AGL have completed only preliminary quantitative risk
assessments on these risks and have deemed the risk acceptable on that basis. It is
not acceptable to present preliminary studies and the EES should not continue until
we have an independent expert to provide final risk assessments. Phillip Island is
the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come to see
the little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well
as other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport
Bay in the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit
will undermine the beauty of the area and be inconsistent with the perception that
it is a pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular
tourist destination. Recent research has shown that wetlands have the potential to
capture and store large amounts of carbon for hundreds of years. Wetlands should
be protected and enhanced for their role in the fight against climate change rather
than being subject to potentially damaging projects like this gas import terminal
proposed by AGL. In Victoria we have already bulldozed or drained most of our
freshwater wetlands which has contributed to the loss of approximately 35 per cent
of wetlands worldwide between 1970-2015. We cannot afford to lose any more as
we face the climate crisis. If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468
million litres of chlorinated water into the Bay each day which could have a
disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know about how
this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The impact
modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases totally
inappropriate. Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of
wastewater in high conservation value areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the
State Environment Protection Policy (Waters). AGL has so far been unsuccessful in
their attempts to weaken these laws. Combining the poor impact assessments and
the fact that the plan currently does not meet the legal requirements this proposal
should not continue. Millions of Australians consider climate change not to be a
threat in the distant future but a dangerous reality we face right now. We are on
track for several degrees Celsius of warming by the end of the century if we do not
curb our emissions from fossil fuels including gas.
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My name is Steve Bursill and I live in the Westernport Bay area. I’ve been fishing
Western Port for 25 years and love the diversity and uniqueness of the Bay. I
wetlands have been damaged over the years and need to be preserved. They are the
fish nurseries and are critical for our future fish stocks I thank the Crib Point Inquiry
and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the opportunity to make
a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and
gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this proposal
unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to in my submission but the
issue that concerns me most is the impact on our internationally recognised
wetlands and wildlife. The beach and reserve area around Crib Point jetty is a
popular spot for residents and visitors alike. Access to the reserve and surrounding
areas is likely to be affected by the loss of bush or by disruptions because of
maintenance or high noise. The EES notes that there is not a comparable reserve
area nearby. The increased number of ships coming into Westernport Bay and the
strict exclusion zones will mean boaters or sailors will have more disruptive ship
traffic to contend with. Fishers will enjoy less catch as a result of the impact of
increased shipping and toxic chlorination of the important nursery seagrass
surrounding the Crib Point jetty. Phillip Island is the second most tourismdependent region in all of Australia. People come to see the little penguins and the
migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other incredible marine
and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of huge
gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty
of the area and be inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected
wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination. Wetlands
are among the most biodiverse ecosystems on earth. They combine land and water
which allows them to be home to at least 1350 species including migratory birds like
the critically endangered Orange-Bellied Parrot. Half of the Westernport Bay
wetland is made up of seagrass beds which are a nursery site for prawns and fish.
Westernport Bay is also the most significant site for mangroves in Victoria.
Mangroves stabilise sediment and protect the shoreline from erosion. The shoreline
directly around the Crib Point jetty is an extensive mangrove stand. Wetlands should
be protected as a key habitat for an incredible array of plants and animals rather
than being subject to potentially damaging projects like this gas import terminal
proposed by AGL. If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres
of chlorinated water into the Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on
marine wildlife.
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My name is John Reynoldson and I live in the Westernport Bay area at Balnarring and visit Crib Point,
Hasting, Stony Point and French Island regularly.
To me, Westernport Bay represents a relatively unspoiled natural resource and playground that
Victorian can visit, utilize and enjoy. I would like to see it continue to be kept in this condition for future
generations to cherish in the same way.
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the opportunity
to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline
project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this proposal unacceptable under its current
form and that I will point to in my submission but while the issue that concerns me most is the impact
on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife, I’m also concerned about the effect it will have
on the local community and that it will set a precedent for further industrialization in the area. I am also
concerned about the construction of the pipeline to Packenham which will cut across prime agricultural
land and will remain long after its utility has wained.

The beach and reserve area around Crib Point jetty is a popular spot for residents and visitors alike.
Access to the reserve and surrounding areas is likely to be affected by the loss of bush or by disruptions
because of maintenance or high noise. The EES notes that there is not a comparable reserve area
nearby. The increased number of ships coming into Westernport Bay and the strict exclusion zones will
mean boaters or sailors will have more disruptive ship traffic to contend with. Fishers will enjoy less
catch as a result of the impact of increased shipping and toxic chlorination of the important nursery
seagrass surrounding the Crib Point jetty.
Regular (900 per year) liquid nitrogen road shipments will put stress on local roads and make them less
safe, particularly for cyclists.
While I do not think this will impact tourism and recreation significantly it will still undermine decadeslong efforts to regenerate Westernport Bay. Westernport Bay has been considered an industrial area in
the past but that perception has been steadily shifting. More and more people now regard the Bay as a
site of high ecological and recreational importance. The gas import terminal proposal would be a step
backwards for this perception and may derail efforts to protect the further enhance the area for the
environment and for recreational users.
Wetlands are among the most biodiverse ecosystems on earth. They combine land and water which
allows them to be home to at least 1350 species including migratory birds like the critically endangered
Orange-Bellied Parrot. Half of the Westernport Bay wetland is made up of seagrass beds which are a
nursery site for prawns and fish. Westernport Bay is also the most significant site for mangroves in
Victoria. Mangroves stabilise sediment and protect the shoreline from erosion. The shoreline directly
around the Crib Point jetty is an extensive mangrove stand. Wetlands should be protected as a key
habitat for an incredible array of plants and animals rather than being subject to potentially damaging
projects like this gas import terminal proposed by AGL.

If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into the Bay each
day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know about
how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The impact modelling
completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate. Furthermore, current
Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high conservation value areas like Westernport
Bay - clause 22 of the State Environment Protection Policy (Waters). AGL has so far been unsuccessful in
their attempts to weaken these laws. Combining the poor impact assessments and the fact that the plan
currently does not meet the legal requirements this proposal should not continue.
The EES submitted by AGL grossly underestimates the potential for reducing our demand for gas in
Victoria. Victoria could reduce its gas consumption by between 98 and 113 petajoules by 2030 through
using existing technology and targeted economic support according to a recent report written by energy
consultants Northmore Gordon. With the right government policies Victoria could meet its energy needs
without new gas including new gas fields or gas import terminals like that proposed by AGL for
Westernport Bay. These measures will lower energy costs for consumers and reduce emissions under
most scenarios. This is the case even when a lot of our electricity is generated by fossil fuels but will
become even cheaper and less polluting as more of our electricity is generated through renewables.
Small marine organisms which make up the foundations of the ecosystem - like plankton and fish eggs would be the most impacted by this proposal. Locally they would be unable to escape being pulled into
the ship intake and being subjected to chlorine levels far above safe levels. The impact is likely to be
significant with nearly half a billion litres of water being drawn into the intakes each day. This enormous
quantity of colder chlorinated water would be dumped back into the Bay and disperse with the current
thereby further affecting marine wildlife.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment assessment of the Crib Point
gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined above, the impact on our internationally
recognised wetlands and wildlife would be unacceptable. There are many other viable, and more
suitable, options Victoria can pursue to ensure that we meet our energy needs without exposing the
precious wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique wildlife which depend on this ecosystem, or the local
community to any harm.

Sincerely,
John Reynoldson
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My name is Andrea Earle and I visit Westernport Bay often for exercise &
photography of the local wildlife and flora. I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and
Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the opportunity to make a
submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas
pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this proposal
unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to in my submission but the
issue that concerns me most is the impact on our internationally recognised
wetlands and wildlife. A new fossil fuel project like the gas import terminal which
AGL is proposing would introduce new risks to the local community and visitors to
the area. These risks include exposing people to toxic hydrocarbons which may leak
from the facility and increased risk of accidental fire and explosion as noted in EES
Technical Report K. The nearest homes to the import facility are about 1.5 kms away
and Wooleys Beach is also close to the site. AGL have completed only preliminary
quantitative risk assessments on these risks and have deemed the risk acceptable on
that basis. It is not acceptable to present preliminary studies and the EES should not
continue until we have an independent expert to provide final risk assessments.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People
come to see the little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right
whales as well as other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation
of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and
Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of the area and be inconsistent with
the perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip
Island as a popular tourist destination. Wetlands are among the most biodiverse
ecosystems and are home to at least 1350 species including migratory birds like the
critically endangered Orange-Bellied Parrot. Half of the Westernport Bay wetland is
made up of seagrass beds which are a nursery site for prawns and fish. Westernport
Bay is also the most significant site for mangroves in Victoria. Mangroves stabilise
sediment and protect the shoreline from erosion. The shoreline directly around the
Crib Point jetty is an extensive mangrove stand. Wetlands should be protected as a
key habitat for an incredible array of plants and animals rather than being subject to
potentially damaging projects like this gas import terminal proposed by AGL. If the
project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water
into the Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife.
There is so much we do not know about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will
affect marine life in Westernport. The impact modelling completed by AGL is not
comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate. Please don’t let AGL
proceed with their proposal
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My name is Lina Libroaperto and I care about the environment in Westernport Bay.
It is important to maintain environment and habitats so they continue to sustain diversity of species.
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the opportunity to make a
submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a
variety of issues which should deem this proposal unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to in
my submission but the issue that concerns me most is the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and
wildlife.
A new fossil fuel project like the gas import terminal which AGL is proposing would introduce new risks to the
local community and visitors to the area. These risks include exposing people to toxic hydrocarbons which may
leak from the facility and increased risk of accidental fire and explosion as noted in EES Technical Report K. The
nearest homes to the import facility are about 1.5 kms away and Wooleys Beach is also close to the site. AGL
have completed only preliminary quantitative risk assessments on these risks and have deemed the risk acceptable
on that basis. It is not acceptable to present preliminary studies and the EES should not continue until we have an
independent expert to provide final risk assessments.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come to see the little
penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other incredible marine and wetland
wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and
Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of the area and be inconsistent with the perception that it is a
pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination.
Recent research has shown that wetlands have the potential to capture and store large amounts of carbon for
hundreds of years. Wetlands should be protected and enhanced for their role in the fight against climate change
rather than being subject to potentially damaging projects like this gas import terminal proposed by AGL. In
Victoria we have already bulldozed or drained most of our freshwater wetlands which has contributed to the loss
of approximately 35 per cent of wetlands worldwide between 1970-2015. We cannot afford to lose any more as
we face the climate crisis.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into the Bay each day
which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know about how this cold
chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The impact modelling completed by AGL is not
comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate. Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge
of wastewater in high conservation value areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State Environment
Protection Policy (Waters). AGL has so far been unsuccessful in their attempts to weaken these laws. Combining
the poor impact assessments and the fact that the plan currently does not meet the legal requirements this
proposal should not continue.
Millions of Australians consider climate change not to be a threat in the distant future but a dangerous reality we
face right now. We are on track for several degrees Celsius of warming by the end of the century if we do not curb
our emissions from fossil fuels. The plummeting costs of renewables and energy storage has rendered fossil fuel
projects not only a threat to our environment but also bad business. Corporations like AGL should be investing
more in renewables and supporting consumers to move away from gas instead of investing in soon-to-be stranded
assets. This proposal to build a gas import terminal is not consistent with what we need to do to create a safe
climate.
Small marine organisms which make up the foundations of the ecosystem - like plankton and fish eggs - would be
the most impacted by this proposal. Locally they would be unable to escape being pulled into the ship intake and
being subjected to chlorine levels far above safe levels. The impact is likely to be significant with nearly half a
billion litres of water being drawn into the intakes each day. This enormous quantity of colder chlorinated water
would be dumped back into the Bay and disperse with the current thereby further affecting marine wildlife.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas
import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined above, the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands
and wildlife would be unacceptable. There are many other viable, and more suitable, options Victoria can pursue
to ensure that we meet our energy needs without exposing the precious wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique
wildlife which depend on this ecosystem, or the local community to any harm.
Sincerely,
Lina Libroaperto
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Westernport Bay is important for the health of our entire community, it is an area
for exercise and socialization in nature and needs to be protected to avoid
detrimental impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife. Natural
environments play a crucial role in mental and physical health, and loss of nature
and access to green spaces contributes to mental distress and environmental grief.
Excessive exposure to noise and light pollution in areas of recreation or among
households can result in loss of sleep and irritability. As well as increased prevalence
of anxiety and a lack of ability to focus. The impacts of noise and light pollution can
result in increased prevalence of mental health conditions in a community.
Wetlands are among the most biodiverse ecosystems on earth. They combine land
and water which allows them to be home to at least 1350 species including
migratory birds like the critically endangered Orange-Bellied Parrot. Half of the
Westernport Bay wetland is made up of seagrass beds which are a nursery site for
prawns and fish. Westernport Bay is also the most significant site for mangroves in
Victoria. Mangroves stabilise sediment and protect the shoreline from erosion. The
shoreline directly around the Crib Point jetty is an extensive mangrove stand.
Wetlands should be protected as a key habitat for an incredible array of plants and
animals. Small marine organisms which make up the foundations of the ecosystem like plankton and fish eggs - would potentially be the most impacted by the AGL
proposal, leading to a domino effect on the whole system. If the project is
approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into the Bay
each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much
we do not know about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life
in Westernport Bay.. Current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of wastewater in
high conservation value areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State
Environment Protection Policy (Waters). Wetlands contain a disproportionate
amount of the soil carbon on our planet. Wetlands are responsible for storing
between 20 and 30 per cent of global soil carbon despite occupying only around 5
and 8 per cent of the surface of the Earth. Protecting wetlands should be a priority
to prevent the release of vast quantities of carbon pollution to the atmosphere. This
is particularly important as a defense against the impacts of climate change. Surely
there are renewable options Victoria could explore and pursue to ensure that we
create employment and meet our energy needs without exposing our community
and wetlands to harm and degradation. Sincerely, Rebecca Schwerdfeger
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My name is Gabriella Beaumont and I live in the Westernport Bay area.
I have lived by Westernport Bay my whole life. Our community cherishes the bay and
we are lucky to call it home. Westernport Bay has a unique ecosystem with an array
of diverse species that deserve to be protected.
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning
for the opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib
Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which
should deem this proposal unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to
in my submission but the issue that concerns me most is the impact on our
internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife.
A new fossil fuel project like the gas import terminal which AGL is proposing would
introduce new risks to the local community and visitors to the area. These risks
include exposing people to toxic hydrocarbons which may leak from the facility and
increased risk of accidental fire and explosion as noted in EES Technical Report K.
The nearest homes to the import facility are about 1.5 kms away and Wooleys Beach
is also close to the site. AGL have completed only preliminary quantitative risk
assessments on these risks and have deemed the risk acceptable on that basis. It is
not acceptable to present preliminary studies and the EES should not continue until
we have an independent expert to provide final risk assessments.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People
come to see the little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right
whales as well as other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation
of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and
Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of the area and be inconsistent with
the perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip
Island as a popular tourist destination.
Wetlands are among the most biodiverse ecosystems on earth. They combine land
and water which allows them to be home to at least 1350 species including migratory
birds like the critically endangered Orange-Bellied Parrot. Half of the Westernport
Bay wetland is made up of seagrass beds which are a nursery site for prawns and
fish. Westernport Bay is also the most significant site for mangroves in Victoria.
Mangroves stabilise sediment and protect the shoreline from erosion. The shoreline
directly around the Crib Point jetty is an extensive mangrove stand. Wetlands should
be protected as a key habitat for an incredible array of plants and animals rather
than being subject to potentially damaging projects like this gas import terminal
proposed by AGL.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated
water into the Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife.
There is so much we do not know about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will
affect marine life in Westernport. The impact modelling completed by AGL is not
comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate. Furthermore, current
Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high conservation value areas
like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State Environment Protection Policy
(Waters). AGL has so far been unsuccessful in their attempts to weaken these laws.

Combining the poor impact assessments and the fact that the plan currently does not
meet the legal requirements this proposal should not continue.
Wetlands contain a disproportionate amount of the soil carbon on our planet.
Wetlands are responsible for storing between 20 and 30 per cent of global soil
carbon despite occupying only around 5 and 8 per cent of the surface of the Earth.
Protecting wetlands such as Westernport Bay Ramsar site should be a priority to
prevent the release of vast quantities of carbon pollution to the atmosphere. This is
particularly important as a defense against the impacts of climate change.
It is concerning to see the lack of credible assessments on how noise would affect
marine wildlife. AGL acknowledge in their EES that there have been no baseline
studies of the noise in Westernport Bay. They have also not tested the impact of
noise in Westernport Bay itself nor the noise produced by a berthed FSRU. Even
with these inadequate studies the EES states that underwater sound would elicit
behavioural changes in dolphins and mask the communication of whales in the area.
The noise would also deter fish and other marine animals from foraging nearby
which would affect the important ecosystem around Crib Point.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment
assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined
above, the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife would be
unacceptable. There are many other viable, and more suitable, options Victoria can
pursue to ensure that we meet our energy needs without exposing the precious
wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique wildlife which depend on this ecosystem, or
the local community to any harm.
Sincerely,
Gabriella Beaumont
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My name is Ann Thomas and I live in the Westernport Bay area. The fragile
biodiversity of the area is under threat by AGL - there are so many important
ecosystems in the Bay that rely on each other to survive and it would be tragic if
they were threatened. I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and
the Minister for Planning for the opportunity to make a submission to the
environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project.
There are a variety of issues which should deem this proposal unacceptable under its
current form and that I will point to in my submission but the issue that concerns me
most is the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife. The
beach and reserve area around Crib Point jetty is a popular spot for residents and
visitors alike. Access to the reserve and surrounding areas is likely to be affected by
the loss of bush or by disruptions because of maintenance or high noise. The EES
notes that there is not a comparable reserve area nearby. The increased number of
ships coming into Westernport Bay and the strict exclusion zones will mean boaters
or sailors will have more disruptive ship traffic to contend with. Fishers will enjoy
less catch as a result of the impact of increased shipping and toxic chlorination of the
important nursery seagrass surrounding the Crib Point jetty. Phillip Island is the
second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come to see the
little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as
other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport
Bay in the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit
will undermine the beauty of the area and be inconsistent with the perception that
it is a pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular
tourist destination. Wetlands are among the most biodiverse ecosystems on earth.
They combine land and water which allows them to be home to at least 1350
species including migratory birds like the critically endangered Orange-Bellied
Parrot. Half of the Westernport Bay wetland is made up of seagrass beds which are a
nursery site for prawns and fish. Westernport Bay is also the most significant site for
mangroves in Victoria. Mangroves stabilise sediment and protect the shoreline from
erosion. The shoreline directly around the Crib Point jetty is an extensive mangrove
stand. Wetlands should be protected as a key habitat for an incredible array of
plants and animals rather than being subject to potentially damaging projects like
this gas import terminal proposed by AGL. If the project is approved AGL could
dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into the Bay each day which could
have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know about
how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The
impact modelling completed by AGL
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My name is Philip Crohn and I care about the environment in Westernport Bay. It is
a beautiful and environmentally valuable holiday destination only a couple of hours
drive from Melbourne. I am particularly concerned about the impact on our
internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife. The beach and reserve area
around Crib Point jetty is a popular spot for residents and visitors alike. The EES
notes that there is not a comparable reserve area nearby. This will be impacted by
increased shipping traffic, noise and toxic chlorination. Phillip Island is the second
most tourism-dependent region in Australia. The industrialisation of Westernport
Bay will damage Phillip Island's tourism industry. Wetlands are among the most
biodiverse ecosystems on earth. The shoreline directly around the Crib Point jetty is
an extensive mangrove stand. Wetlands should be protected as a key habitat for an
incredible array of plants and animals. If the project is approved AGL could dump
up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into the Bay each day. The modelling
completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate.
Current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high conservation
value areas like Westernport Bay. Combining the poor impact assessments and the
fact that the plan currently does not meet the legal requirements this proposal
should not continue. The electricity generation sector will play a key role in the
transition away from fossil fuels and enewable energy has become the cheapest
alternative for new power production. Renewables will soon displace gas in energy
markets. This year AEMO adjusted its Victorian GPG annual consumption forecast
and now assume that gas consumption wi
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My name is JOHN WRIGHT and I have family who live in Westernport Bay. Healthy
bay with beautiful beaches, clean water, clean air, wonderful wet lands, fishing,
surfing, swimming. Many wonderful family communities providing perfect
environments within which to live, raise a family and grow old. Don't wreck it. I
thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning
for the opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the
Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues
which should deem this proposal unacceptable under its current form and that I will
point to in my submission but the issue that concerns me most is the impact on the
local community. The beach and reserve area around Crib Point jetty is a popular
spot for residents and visitors alike. Access to the reserve and surrounding areas is
likely to be affected by the loss of bush or by disruptions because of maintenance or
high noise. The EES notes that there is not a comparable reserve area nearby. The
increased number of ships coming into Westernport Bay and the strict exclusion
zones will mean boaters or sailors will have more disruptive ship traffic to contend
with. Fishers will enjoy less catch as a result of the impact of increased shipping and
toxic chlorination of the important nursery seagrass surrounding the Crib Point jetty.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People
come to see the little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right
whales as well as other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation
of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and
Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of the area and be inconsistent with
the perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip
Island as a popular tourist destination. Wetlands are among the most biodiverse
ecosystems on earth. They combine land and water which allows them to be home
to at least 1350 species including migratory birds like the critically endangered
Orange-Bellied Parrot. Half of the Westernport Bay wetland is made up of seagrass
beds which are a nursery site for prawns and fish. Westernport Bay is also the most
significant site for mangroves in Victoria. Mangroves stabilise sediment and protect
the shoreline from erosion. The shoreline directly around the Crib Point jetty is an
extensive mangrove stand. Wetlands should be protected as a key habitat for an
incredible array of plants and animals rather than being subject to potentially
damaging projects like this gas import terminal proposed by AGL. If the project is
approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into the Bay
each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much
we do not know about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life
in Westernport. The impact modellin
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My name is Mel Farnbach and I live in the Westernport Bay area.
My concerns are negative impact of greenhouse gas emissions, impact on fragile biodiverse system,
the need to end reliance on fossil fuels
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the
opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty
and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this proposal unacceptable
under its current form and that I will point to in my submission but the issue that concerns me most is
the negative impact on greenhouse gas emissions in Victoria.
The beach and reserve area around Crib Point jetty is a popular spot for residents and visitors alike.
Access to the reserve and surrounding areas is likely to be affected by the loss of bush or by
disruptions because of maintenance or high noise. The EES notes that there is not a comparable
reserve area nearby. The increased number of ships coming into Westernport Bay and the strict
exclusion zones will mean boaters or sailors will have more disruptive ship traffic to contend with.
Fishers will enjoy less catch as a result of the impact of increased shipping and toxic chlorination of
the important nursery seagrass surrounding the Crib Point jetty.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism‐dependent region in all of Australia. People come to see the
little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other incredible
marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas
tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of the area and be
inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip
Island as a popular tourist destination.
Recent research has shown that wetlands have the potential to capture and store large amounts of
carbon for hundreds of years. Wetlands should be protected and enhanced for their role in the fight
against climate change rather than being subject to potentially damaging projects like this gas
import terminal proposed by AGL. In Victoria we have already bulldozed or drained most of our
freshwater wetlands which has contributed to the loss of approximately 35 per cent of wetlands
worldwide between 1970‐2015. We cannot afford to lose any more as we face the climate crisis.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into the Bay
each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know
about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The impact
modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate.
Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high conservation value
areas like Westernport Bay ‐ clause 22 of the State Environment Protection Policy (Waters). AGL has
so far been unsuccessful in their attempts to weaken these laws. Combining the poor impact
assessments and the fact that the plan currently does not meet the legal requirements this proposal
should not continue.
Millions of Australians consider climate change not to be a threat in the distant future but a
dangerous reality we face right now. We are on track for several degrees Celsius of warming by the
end of the century if we do not curb our emissions from fossil fuels. The plummeting costs of
renewables and energy storage has rendered fossil fuel projects not only a threat to our environment
but also bad business. Corporations like AGL should be investing more in renewables and supporting
consumers to move away from gas instead of investing in soon‐to‐be stranded assets. This proposal
to build a gas import terminal is not consistent with what we need to do to create a safe climate.

It is concerning to see the lack of credible assessments on how noise would affect marine wildlife.
AGL acknowledge in their EES that there have been no baseline studies of the noise in Westernport
Bay. They have also not tested the impact of noise in Westernport Bay itself nor the noise produced
by a berthed FSRU. Even with these inadequate studies the EES states that underwater sound would
elicit behavioural changes in dolphins and mask the communication of whales in the area. The noise
would also deter fish and other marine animals from foraging nearby which would affect the
important ecosystem around Crib Point.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment assessment of the Crib
Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined above, the negative impact on
greenhouse gas emissions in Victoria would be unacceptable. There are many other viable, and more
suitable, options Victoria can pursue to ensure that we meet our energy needs without exposing the
precious wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique wildlife which depend on this ecosystem, or the
local community to any harm.
Sincerely,
Mel Farnbach
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AGL's intention to site a gas factory at Crib Point is ludicrous. The proposed
placement in an internationally recognised Ramsar wetland and environment is
dangerous in the extreme to this sensitive ecosystem. I have lived and played
around Westernport for more than 50 years. I recall several occasions where the
water quality was impacted by runoff to the extent that the precious and important
seagrass was not able to survive resulting in the seabed becoming unstable, the
water across the bay was cloudy and the dirty water affected life in the bay
impacting many species of fish and birds. It took years for the bay to recover clear
water. I am very concerned that the proposal to discharge huge amounts of warm
chlorinated water into the bay as part of the regassification process cannot fail to
affect the quality of the environment. The intention to build a 57km pipeline across
public reserves, open parkland and private property between Crib Point and
Pakenham is horrific. The cost and disruption of creating this amount of clearing,
which will need ongoing maintenance and access is unjustified at a time when the
use of gas is being unfavourably compared to renewals. Such a swathe cut through
this area will impact the endangered Southern Brown Bandicoot habitat and cannot
fail to cause disruption to native plants and animals in this area. It would be a huge
scar permanently affecting the communities it passes through. Westernport is
variable in its depth with a very strong tidal flow, large areas are quite shallow and
many boats have come to grief at low tide. The increased amount of shipping, large
vessels feeding the proposed plant, raises the prospect of marine accidents, the
probability of pollution and possibly fire or explosions in the area. I feel that this
entire project is ill conceived in that it is unnecessary at this time when renewables
are being more and more favoured for power provision. I am a shareholder of AGL
and am sure that this project is too complicated and will badly impact the local
community, Westernport and its environs. DO NOT ALLOW THIS AWFUL THING IN
THIS AREA.
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I'm told this morning that AGL's fate rests in the hands of the State and Federal
Government. This leaves a sour taste in my mouth. Despite readily available
information on the environmental impacts of gas projects; the underwhelming
numbers of jobs that such projects create, and despite their persistent claim that it
will drive down gas prices, history says that the majority will be exported.
Westernport is a fragile ecosystem. Whales migrate through the bay and birds
migrate from Artic and the Antarctic to the RAMSAR wetlands in the Bay's north in
their respective winters each year. Flinders is one of Victoria's weedy seadragon
hotspots; as is Portsea around the bend – home to Port Phillip Heads Marine
National Park. Mushroom Reef Marine Sanctuary, Ricketts Point, Pope's Eye. Need I
say more about the ecological significance of Westernport. Not to mention the
almost 1,000 endemic species in Port Phillip Bay, which is also home to the Burrunan
Dolphin (only found in PPB and Gippsland Lakes). While I'm sure that the region
would not benefit economically from the project, I'm am convinced that it would be
detrimental to our tourism industry, which makes up 30% of jobs of the Peninsula.
If my students at Red Hill Consolidated can understand the importance of marine
biodiversity, and the ecological, social and economic opportunities of renewables,
why can't our politicians?
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We strongly believe that a floating gas factory at Crib Point is NOT the answer to
Victoria's energy requirements, now or in the future. We need to be investing in
renewable energy sources, not adding to the already myriad problems resulting
from our reliance on non-renewables such as gas and coal. Westernport Bay teems
with marine life and it is clean and beautiful - we often see dolphins and seals when
we are out on our paddle boards, not to mention rays and fish - but this proposal,
with the accompanying shipping traffic and pollution, will put an end to the pristine
nature of this bay. AGL will spoil what is a beautiful part of the world, in the pursuit
of profit, if the government allows this proposal to go ahead. We are not experts in
energy or conservation but we recognise a very bad idea when we see one. How
much more degradation of the natural environment has to occur before we as a
society say 'enough is enough'? We have the technology at our fingertips to make
much better energy decisions for the future health of our planet, not to mention for
Victoria and our local community, and this proposal just doesn't make sense no
matter which way you look at it. All over the world people and corporations are
investing in new ways of providing energy to support our lifestyles and promote the
health of the planet, yet AGL is stuck in the bad old days of providing gas as an
energy solution. Along with coal-powered electricity generation (whose days are
numbered hopefully), gas as an energy source should be relegated very much to the
back burner, with a view to also turning it off in favour of renewable sources such as
solar and wind. We'd also like to add that this is the first time we've ever felt
strongly enough about an issue to actually put pen to paper in this way. We need to
stand up as a community if we want to be heard, and this issue definitely needs all
of our support. We are not part of a 'rent-a-crowd' making a noise for the sake of it,
we are simply a couple of local residents who live in the area and love it mainly
because of the natural environment - the unspoilt beaches and sea, the remaining
wetlands and the bush - and we fear that the bay will be permanently damaged if
AGL has its way. Please, don't allow AGL to ruin the bay for profit over the health
and wellbeing of this unique natural environment.
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I oppose the AGL project because we should be investing in renewable energy. We
cannot afford a new fossil fuel project which will exacerbate climate change and the
disastrous effects to our environment, both natural and manmade. We need to
rethink our energy needs and be less dependant on gas and focus on developing
renewable energy sources. Another point is AGL's plans to dump chlorinated colder
water back into Westernport bay! The effects on the marine environment is
unimaginable! Surely more research needs to be done to investigate this and the
effects on the Bay. As human beings we have utilised our earth for ourselves
without much thought of the consequences upon the earth. We have a
responsibility to look after our earth and the plants and animals which exist. We
need to start now.
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My name is Jodi Nissen and I live in the Westernport Bay area. We enjoy the
mangroves, we visit the beach frequently for walks I thank the Crib Point Inquiry
and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the opportunity to make
a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and
gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this proposal
unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to in my submission but the
issue that concerns me most is the impact on the local community. Natural
environments play a crucial role in both the mental and physical health of the
communities who access them. The potential loss of nature and access to green
spaces can contribute to mental distress and environmental grief experienced by
communities who place significance on these areas. This can detrimentally impact
on the long-term mental health of a community. Excessive exposure to noise and
light pollution in areas of recreation or among households can result in loss of sleep
and irritability. As well as increased prevalence of anxiety and a lack of ability to
focus. The impacts of noise and light pollution can result in increased prevalence of
mental health conditions in a community. Phillip Island is the second most tourismdependent region in all of Australia. People come to see the little penguins and the
migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other incredible marine
and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of huge
gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty
of the area and be inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected
wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination. Wetlands
are among the most biodiverse ecosystems on earth. They combine land and water
which allows them to be home to at least 1350 species including migratory birds like
the critically endangered Orange-Bellied Parrot. Half of the Westernport Bay
wetland is made up of seagrass beds which are a nursery site for prawns and fish.
Westernport Bay is also the most significant site for mangroves in Victoria.
Mangroves stabilise sediment and protect the shoreline from erosion. The shoreline
directly around the Crib Point jetty is an extensive mangrove stand. Wetlands should
be protected as a key habitat for an incredible array of plants and animals rather
than being subject to potentially damaging projects like this gas import terminal
proposed by AGL. If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres
of chlorinated water into the Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on
marine wildlife. We do not need to loose access to this beautiful area.
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My name is noel loft and I live in the Westernport Bay area. From an
environmental point of view, we can\'t keep on destroying habitat and ecosystems.
AGL\'s proposal is totally inappropriate for Westernport Bay. I thank the Crib Point
Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the opportunity to
make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty
and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this
proposal unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to in my
submission but the issue that concerns me most is the impact on our internationally
recognised wetlands and wildlife. Natural environments play a crucial role in both
the mental and physical health of the communities who access them. The potential
loss of nature and access to green spaces can contribute to mental distress and
environmental grief experienced by communities who place significance on these
areas. This can detrimentally impact on the long-term mental health of a
community. Excessive exposure to noise and light pollution in areas of recreation or
among households can result in loss of sleep and irritability. As well as increased
prevalence of anxiety and a lack of ability to focus. The impacts of noise and light
pollution can result in increased prevalence of mental health conditions in a
community. Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of
Australia. People come to see the little penguins and the migrating Humpback and
Southern Right whales as well as other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The
industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating
Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of the area and be
inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This
could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination. Wetlands are among the
most biodiverse ecosystems on earth. They combine land and water which allows
them to be home to at least 1350 species including migratory birds like the critically
endangered Orange-Bellied Parrot. Half of the Westernport Bay wetland is made up
of seagrass beds which are a nursery site for prawns and fish. Westernport Bay is
also the most significant site for mangroves in Victoria. Mangroves stabilise
sediment and protect the shoreline from erosion. The shoreline directly around the
Crib Point jetty is an extensive mangrove stand. Wetlands should be protected as a
key habitat for an incredible array of plants and animals rather than being subject to
potentially damaging projects like this gas import terminal proposed by AGL. If the
project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water
into the Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife.
There is so much we do not know about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will
affect marine life in Westernport. The impact modelling complete
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My name is Leah Earle and I live in the Westernport Bay area. Western port bay is
one of the reasons the Mornington Peninsula is such an iconic place. The beautiful
landscape and wildlife are just some of the reasons people enjoy the area. I thank
the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the
opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point
gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should
deem this proposal unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to in my
submission but the issue that concerns me most is the impact on our internationally
recognised wetlands and wildlife. A new fossil fuel project like the gas import
terminal which AGL is proposing would introduce new risks to the local community
and visitors to the area. These risks include exposing people to toxic hydrocarbons
which may leak from the facility and increased risk of accidental fire and explosion
as noted in EES Technical Report K. The nearest homes to the import facility are
about 1.5 kms away and Wooleys Beach is also close to the site. AGL have
completed only preliminary quantitative risk assessments on these risks and have
deemed the risk acceptable on that basis. It is not acceptable to present preliminary
studies and the EES should not continue until we have an independent expert to
provide final risk assessments. Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent
region in all of Australia. People come to see the little penguins and the migrating
Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other incredible marine and
wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas
tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of
the area and be inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected
wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination. Wetlands
are among the most biodiverse ecosystems on earth. They combine land and water
which allows them to be home to at least 1350 species including migratory birds like
the critically endangered Orange-Bellied Parrot. Half of the Westernport Bay
wetland is made up of seagrass beds which are a nursery site for prawns and fish.
Westernport Bay is also the most significant site for mangroves in Victoria.
Mangroves stabilise sediment and protect the shoreline from erosion. The shoreline
directly around the Crib Point jetty is an extensive mangrove stand. Wetlands should
be protected as a key habitat for an incredible array of plants and animals rather
than being subject to potentially damaging projects like this gas import terminal
proposed by AGL. If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres
of chlorinated water into the Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on
marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know about how this cold chlorinated
wastewater will affect marine life
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My name is eric cross and I care about the environment in Westernport Bay.
We have a responsibility to protect the natural world - this is a role that can give us a sense of
purpose and empowerment. In this instance the part of the natural world that is being threatened
by our own actions is Westernport Bay.
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the
opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import
jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this proposal
unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to in my submission but the issue that
concerns me most is the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife.
The beach and reserve area around Crib Point jetty is a popular spot for residents and visitors
alike. Access to the reserve and surrounding areas is likely to be affected by the loss of bush or by
disruptions because of maintenance or high noise. The EES notes that there is not a comparable
reserve area nearby. The increased number of ships coming into Westernport Bay and the strict
exclusion zones will mean boaters or sailors will have more disruptive ship traffic to contend with.
Fishers will enjoy less catch as a result of the impact of increased shipping and toxic chlorination of
the important nursery seagrass surrounding the Crib Point jetty.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come to see
the little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other
incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of
huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of the
area and be inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This could
impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination.
Wetlands are among the most biodiverse ecosystems on earth. They combine land and water
which allows them to be home to at least 1350 species including migratory birds like the critically
endangered Orange-Bellied Parrot. Half of the Westernport Bay wetland is made up of seagrass
beds which are a nursery site for prawns and fish. Westernport Bay is also the most significant site
for mangroves in Victoria. Mangroves stabilise sediment and protect the shoreline from erosion.
The shoreline directly around the Crib Point jetty is an extensive mangrove stand. Wetlands should
be protected as a key habitat for an incredible array of plants and animals rather than being
subject to potentially damaging projects like this gas import terminal proposed by AGL.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into the Bay
each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much we do not
know about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The
impact modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate.
Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high conservation
value areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State Environment Protection Policy (Waters).
AGL has so far been unsuccessful in their attempts to weaken these laws. Combining the poor

impact assessments and the fact that the plan currently does not meet the legal requirements this
proposal should not continue.
Millions of Australians consider climate change not to be a threat in the distant future but a
dangerous reality we face right now. We are on track for several degrees Celsius of warming by the
end of the century if we do not curb our emissions from fossil fuels. The plummeting costs of
renewables and energy storage has rendered fossil fuel projects not only a threat to our
environment but also bad business. Corporations like AGL should be investing more in renewables
and supporting consumers to move away from gas instead of investing in soon-to-be stranded
assets. This proposal to build a gas import terminal is not consistent with what we need to do to
create a safe climate.
It is concerning to see the lack of credible assessments on how noise would affect marine wildlife.
AGL acknowledge in their EES that there have been no baseline studies of the noise in Westernport
Bay. They have also not tested the impact of noise in Westernport Bay itself nor the noise produced
by a berthed FSRU. Even with these inadequate studies the EES states that underwater sound
would elicit behavioural changes in dolphins and mask the communication of whales in the area.
The noise would also deter fish and other marine animals from foraging nearby which would affect
the important ecosystem around Crib Point.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment assessment of the Crib
Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined above, the impact on our
internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife would be unacceptable. There are many other
viable, and more suitable, options Victoria can pursue to ensure that we meet our energy needs
without exposing the precious wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique wildlife which depend on
this ecosystem, or the local community to any harm.
Sincerely,
eric cross
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My name is Bella Ford and I live in the Westernport Bay area.
Westernport Bay is an incredibly beautiful, peaceful and largely untouched area that is essential to the wellbeing
of residents and local tourism. I regularly kayak, fish, snorkel and walk around the area to appreciate the diversity
of flora and fauna.
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the opportunity to make a
submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are
a variety of issues which should deem this proposal unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to in
my submission but the issue that concerns me most is the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and
wildlife.
The beach and reserve area around Crib Point jetty is a popular spot for residents and visitors alike. Access to
the reserve and surrounding areas is likely to be affected by the loss of bush or by disruptions because of
maintenance or high noise. The EES notes that there is not a comparable reserve area nearby. The increased
number of ships coming into Westernport Bay and the strict exclusion zones will mean boaters or sailors will
have more disruptive ship traffic to contend with. Fishers will enjoy less catch as a result of the impact of
increased shipping and toxic chlorination of the important nursery seagrass surrounding the Crib Point jetty.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come to see the little
penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other incredible marine and
wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage
and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of the area and be inconsistent with the perception that it is a
pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination.
Recent research has shown that wetlands have the potential to capture and store large amounts of carbon for
hundreds of years. Wetlands should be protected and enhanced for their role in the fight against climate change
rather than being subject to potentially damaging projects like this gas import terminal proposed by AGL. In
Victoria we have already bulldozed or drained most of our freshwater wetlands which has contributed to the loss
of approximately 35 per cent of wetlands worldwide between 1970-2015. We cannot afford to lose any more as
we face the climate crisis.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into the Bay each day
which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know about how this cold
chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The impact modelling completed by AGL is not
comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate. Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the
discharge of wastewater in high conservation value areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State
Environment Protection Policy (Waters). AGL has so far been unsuccessful in their attempts to weaken these
laws. Combining the poor impact assessments and the fact that the plan currently does not meet the legal
requirements this proposal should not continue.
Millions of Australians consider climate change not to be a threat in the distant future but a dangerous reality we
face right now. We are on track for several degrees Celsius of warming by the end of the century if we do not
curb our emissions from fossil fuels. The plummeting costs of renewables and energy storage has rendered fossil
fuel projects not only a threat to our environment but also bad business. Corporations like AGL should be
investing more in renewables and supporting consumers to move away from gas instead of investing in soon-tobe stranded assets. This proposal to build a gas import terminal is not consistent with what we need to do to
create a safe climate.
Small marine organisms which make up the foundations of the ecosystem - like plankton and fish eggs - would
be the most impacted by this proposal. Locally they would be unable to escape being pulled into the ship intake
and being subjected to chlorine levels far above safe levels. The impact is likely to be significant with nearly half
a billion litres of water being drawn into the intakes each day. This enormous quantity of colder chlorinated water
would be dumped back into the Bay and disperse with the current thereby further affecting marine wildlife.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas
import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined above, the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands
and wildlife would be unacceptable. There are many other viable, and more suitable, options Victoria can pursue
to ensure that we meet our energy needs without exposing the precious wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique
wildlife which depend on this ecosystem, or the local community to any harm.
Sincerely,
Bella Ford
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Re: AGL EES submission

Our submission is centred around the project’s impact on koala populations on the Mornington
Peninsula, especially along the coast near Hastings. We have concerns about the pipeline and landbased infrastructure proposed and its effect on koala habitat.

We were surprised to learn that koalas were not mentioned in any of the EES documents. The
Mornington Peninsula has one of the closest koala populations to metropolitan Melbourne. As such,
the area has undergone heavy fragmentation of koala suitable habitat due to incremental land clearing
for agriculture, industry or urban land uses. This has placed sustained pressure on already declining
koala populations and our community fears localised extinctions of koalas. It has become challenging
for koalas to move across fragmented landscapes and as food resources diminish even further, the
level of reproduction success has been compromised.

In Mornington Peninsula, 70 % of koala habitat is on private property and clearing of vegetation is
therefore a challenge to manage. Any remaining remnant vegetation and our small bushland reserves
are therefore of critical importance. Koalas occur all over the Mornington Peninsula in low numbers
(except the Nepean Peninsula where they are absent altogether, refer to below map). The area around
Westernport Bay is one of the strongholds for koalas and an important corridor for our local koala
population. Crucially, the target area for the AGL pipeline runs through prime koala habitat
(Langwarrin, Pearcedale, Hastings and Crib Point).

Source: Rivera, Paola 2020. Based on: Factors driving the distribution of the koala in a modified
landscape, B.Science (Hons) thesis, School of Life and Environmental Sciences, Deakin University.
Retrieve from: http://dro.deakin.edu.au/view/DU:30139130

A 15 – 30 m cleared corridor (the width of ~2 to 3 school buses) along with construction and
maintenance noise would be a challenging obstacle to overcome for a koala. The project proposal
includes some even wider cleared areas with above ground infrastructure and small buildings as part
of the pipeline corridor. This may result in clearing of vegetation well over 200 m width in some areas
as indicated in Figure 2.8 Ecological features of the study area. The Mornington Peninsula section of
this pipeline often runs next to RAMSAR designated areas and through high quality habitat. Ongoing
mowing, vehicle access, maintenance and potential fencing will create hard barriers and disturbance
that will impede animal movements in many areas along the pipeline corridor. Koala/wildlife friendly
fencing has not been considered, nor mentioned within the proposal. There is also a major risk for
invasive weed species to be introduced into the surrounding high-quality habitats, further degrading
the surrounding environment.

A recent Deakin University study showed that anthropogenic noise can influence the distribution of
koalas in modified landscapes and potentially disrupt innate koala mating behaviours which can lead
to reproduction decline (Rivera 2020). Furthermore, Rivera (2020) suggests that large contiguous
patches of forest with greater core areas are preferred koala habitats. Consequently, it is paramount

that we protect the northern areas of Mornington Peninsula with these types of remnant bushland
which happen to border the proposed Westernport Bay AGL pipeline area. The impacts from this
project on these key koala habitats are not well understood. Native arboreal species such as the koala,
which Au et al. (2019) states are particularly susceptible to habitat change and anthropogenic
disturbance, may be greatly impacted by the proposed works and the effects of noise and increased
habitat fragmentation.

There is growing community concern that this project could contribute to the isolation of the
Mornington Peninsula koala population from the rest of Victoria. Over the last 30 years, the
Mornington Peninsula and especially the northern areas have experienced urbanisation and
significant landscape changes. Of major concern is that urbanisation projects often impact natural
ecosystems and native fauna by degrading, modifying and fragmenting habitats (Taylor-Brown et al.
2019). We have not been able to understand from the documents the estimated loss of native
vegetation, nor the total proportion of trees that will be cleared. Coastal habitats along Western Port
Bay are ecologically valuable according to the Green Wedge Management Plan 2016 despite it being
outside the allocated Green Wedge zone (DELWP 2019). Wetlands and bird habitats within this coastal
region have been recognised as important refuges for wildlife and form part of international treaties
such as RAMSAR, and the migratory bird agreements JAMBA and CAMBA (DELWP 2019).

Even though koala populations are considered stable in Victoria, this is mainly based on their
widespread distribution and some pockets of overabundant populations. Nevertheless, in most
Victorian forests and on the Mornington Peninsula, koalas occur in low-density populations of <1 per
hectare (Melzer et al. 2000; Menkhorst 2004; Whisson & Ashman 2020). Therefore, any project works
within the Western Port Bay area should consider the impact to local koala populations, as well as
other local flora and fauna. Here is an extract from the VIC koala management strategy:

“On a national level, the Koala is not secure (Melzer, et al. 2000) and there exists a great deal of
national and international concern for its conservation (Cork, et al. 2000). The level of international
concern is reflected in the decision in May 2000 by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to list the Koala
as a threatened species under the U.S. Endangered Species Act. This decision was based largely on
documented rates of vegetation clearance within the Koala’s distribution. However, in an assessment
conducted in 1995 on behalf of the Australian Government, the Koala was assessed as not meeting
the criteria for listing as a threatened species at the national level (Maxwell, et al. 1996). In Victoria,

the Koala has not been listed as threatened under the Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act. In New South
Wales it is listed as Vulnerable, as is the population in South-east Queensland (Table 1).
This strategy has been developed within the framework of the following key principles:
• Because the Koala is more secure in Victoria than in the other states, Victoria carries a heavy
responsibility to manage its Koala populations to ensure that the species continues to flourish in the
wild, without damaging other natural values, as an important component of the nation’s
biodiversity, and as a major tourist drawcard.
• Conservation and management of the Koala must be integrated with other measures to conserve
Victoria’s biological diversity, including Victoria’s Native Vegetation Management Framework
(Department of Natural Resources and Environment 2002) and the Bioregional Action Plan process.
• Community input and involvement is crucial to the effective management of the Koala in Victoria.
• Local Government planning schemes play a key role in land-use planning and zoning, and thus
strongly influence the capacity to maintain Koala habitat on freehold land and other land within the
jurisdiction of Local Government.
• Fragmentation of habitat is a serious issue for Koala conservation because of the species’
specialisation to a low-energy, low-nutrient diet that leaves little scope for increasing energy
expenditure in order to travel between habitat fragments (Hume 1990). This means that koalas have
a limited amount of energy available to use travelling between patches of food trees.”

Koalas face multiple threats such as disease, vehicle strikes, low genetic diversity, attacks from
domestic animals or livestock, habitat loss and fragmentation from urbanisation (Rhodes et al. 2011).
In addition to this, some Victorian koala populations were devastated by the 2019/20 summer
bushfires. The bushfires had a significant impact on koala habitats that became uninhabitable and
devoid of food resources. The below risk assessment mentions vegetation clearing for the protection
of project assets but does not adequately describe or identify the risks from the construction project
or maintenance activities in causing or instigating a bushfire which could devastate local coastal
wildlife habitats along Western Port Bay.

The impact of this project on our koala population especially on the northern region of the Peninsula
has not been considered, assessed, nor mentioned in the ESS submission. Many Mornington Peninsula
residents have spoken to us directly about their concerns for the future of local koalas and the impact
that this project may have on koala habitats. This project will most likely have a negative impact on
the retention of habitat and will increase the fragmentation of landscapes within the region.
Unfortunately, the environmental impact of this project has not been considered and does not form
part of the risk assessment. Considering that a key species like the koala was omitted from the
assessment, then we cannot be confident in the rigour that was applied to the Environment Effects
Statement.

The below map shows a snapshot of koala sightings. We have collected over 320 sightings over the
last 2 years. The below map only shows the 2019 sightings, but please note the sightings along the
coast of Western Port Bay and in relation to the proposed pipeline location.

Source: Mornington Peninsula Koala Conservation, community sightings 2019.

The below satellite image shows the Western Port pipeline area and in dark green you can see high
quality koala habitat. The area around Western Port Bay is the only area left with a reasonable amount
of native vegetation and provides a valuable corridor for our koalas. By allowing a pipeline in this area,
it will degrade valuable habitat and remove an unjustifiable amount of vegetation, making habitat
unviable for koalas and local wildlife.

Construction noise and disruption over several years will impact wildlife. Even though ‘offsets’ are
mentioned in the ESS, the offset strategy is yet to be created, and koalas cannot wait 5 - 10 years for
planted trees to reach full size and large enough to accommodate and feed them. Koalas may
disappear from the area in this timeframe and relocations of koalas from French Island to the
Mornington Peninsula have ceased long ago because vegetation on the Peninsula was assessed as
insufficient and highly fragmented habitat for successful relocations to take place. Once koalas are
gone, we will not be able to bring them back and therefore we need to protect and preserve what we
have now.

In summary, the Mornington Peninsula Koala Conservation is of the opinion that this project will cause
a major, unacceptable risk to our koala population and to the flora and fauna in the Western Port Bay
region. We believe the EES downplays both the risks and impacts on the environment and has omitted
key indicator species such as the koala from its assessment. Years of construction and ongoing
maintenance of the pipeline will pose a significant risk to the surrounding areas on so many levels and
despite any best efforts to offset this, it will no doubt degrade the surrounding areas, the extent of
which is unknown.

We strongly object to this project and reject the suggestion that it will cause a low impact. It seems
unreasonable to suggest that a project of this size can be run in a sustainable way without any
detriment to the surrounding environment. This type of project embodies the senseless degradation
of our environment for short term profits and old-school thinking. We urge the Minister to reject this
project and instead encourage modern, sustainable projects with a focus on renewable energy which
our community can be proud of.
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My name is Alicia Kristow and I live in the Westernport Bay area.
As home to humans, wildlife
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the
opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas
import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this
proposal unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to in my submission but
the issue that concerns me most is the negative impact on greenhouse gas emissions in
Victoria.
Natural environments play a crucial role in both the mental and physical health of the
communities who access them. The potential loss of nature and access to green spaces
can contribute to mental distress and environmental grief experienced by communities
who place significance on these areas. This can detrimentally impact on the long-term
mental health of a community. Excessive exposure to noise and light pollution in areas of
recreation or among households can result in loss of sleep and irritability. As well as
increased prevalence of anxiety and a lack of ability to focus. The impacts of noise and
light pollution can result in increased prevalence of mental health conditions in a
community.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come
to see the little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well
as other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in
the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will
undermine the beauty of the area and be inconsistent with the perception that it is a
pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist
destination.
Recent research has shown that wetlands have the potential to capture and store large
amounts of carbon for hundreds of years. Wetlands should be protected and enhanced for
their role in the fight against climate change rather than being subject to potentially
damaging projects like this gas import terminal proposed by AGL. In Victoria we have
already bulldozed or drained most of our freshwater wetlands which has contributed to the
loss of approximately 35 per cent of wetlands worldwide between 1970-2015. We cannot
afford to lose any more as we face the climate crisis.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into
the Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so
much we do not know about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in
Westernport. The impact modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some
cases totally inappropriate. Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of
wastewater in high conservation value areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State
Environment Protection Policy (Waters). AGL has so far been unsuccessful in their
attempts to weaken these laws. Combining the poor impact assessments and the fact that
the plan currently does not meet the legal requirements this proposal should not continue.
Millions of Australians consider climate change not to be a threat in the distant future but a
dangerous reality we face right now. We are on track for several degrees Celsius of
warming by the end of the century if we do not curb our emissions from fossil fuels. The
plummeting costs of renewables and energy storage has rendered fossil fuel projects not
only a threat to our environment but also bad business. Corporations like AGL should be
investing more in renewables and supporting consumers to move away from gas instead
of investing in soon-to-be stranded assets. This proposal to build a gas import terminal is
not consistent with what we need to do to create a safe climate.
It is concerning to see the lack of credible assessments on how noise would affect marine
wildlife. AGL acknowledge in their EES that there have been no baseline studies of the
noise in Westernport Bay. They have also not tested the impact of noise in Westernport

Bay itself nor the noise produced by a berthed FSRU. Even with these inadequate studies
the EES states that underwater sound would elicit behavioural changes in dolphins and
mask the communication of whales in the area. The noise would also deter fish and other
marine animals from foraging nearby which would affect the important ecosystem around
Crib Point.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment assessment of
the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined above, the negative
impact on greenhouse gas emissions in Victoria would be unacceptable. There are many
other viable, and more suitable, options Victoria can pursue to ensure that we meet our
energy needs without exposing the precious wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique
wildlife which depend on this ecosystem, or the local community to any harm.
Sincerely,
Alicia Kristow
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Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee
Inquiry into AGL’s Gas Import Jetty and Pipeline Works Proposal
23 August 2020
Dear Crib Point Inquiry & Advisory Committee,
I would like to make a submission to the Inquiry into AGL’s proposal including two
components:
● Gas Import Jetty Works comprising a floating storage and regasification
unit (FSRU) at Crib Point Jetty, jetty infrastructure including marine loading
arms and gas piping on the jetty, and the Crib Point Receiving Facility on
land adjacent to the jetty.
● Pipeline Works consisting of an underground gas transmission pipeline
approximately 57 kilometres long to transport gas from the Crib Point
Receiving Facility to the Victorian Transmission System east of Pakenham,
and associated infrastructure such as the Pakenham Delivery Facility to
monitor and regulate the gas, two above-ground mainline valves to enable
isolation of the pipeline in an emergency and a facility to enable in-line
inspections of the pipeline.
I grew up in the top of the south island of New Zealand, Te Wai Pounamu,
Aotearoa. My family didn’t have a lot in the way of material things, but we were
always able to jump on our bikes and ride to the beach where we’d spend lazy
summer days digging sandcastles, playing frisbee and swimming. We explored
rock pools and marveled at the starfish, tiny crabs and weird kelps and seaweed
that washed up on the shore. As the sun set we’d often make a small fire from
driftwood and cook cockles that we’d dug up in a small billy over the fire. Even
today, the scent of the smoke and the taste of the shellfish lingers in my memory.
We’d bike home salty, sunkissed, tired and happy after the day spent so close to
nature.

Me and my sisters at the beach (that’s me on the right) & one of our favourite spots to spend the
day.

The solace the beach provides has carried me through tough times growing up,
and my wonder for the natural world is firmly rooted in these days spent exploring
the coast line. As I grew older and saw more of the world, it hit home how lucky I
was to have this access to nature, and how that wasn’t the reality for a lot of other
people. It’s instilled in me a deep sense of duty to speak up for the places that I
and others love, when I see them threatened.
The beautiful bays and wetlands of Westernport remind me of my home, rich with
life and wonder. Some of my close friends grew up there and had similar
experiences during their childhoods to mine.
When I heard about AGL’s plans to build a Floating Storage and Regasification
Unit (FSRU) at Crib Point, Westernport Bay, with a connecting 57 km pipeline to
Pakenham, I was horrified.
Building this facility could cause huge damage to the precious ecosystems of
Westernport Bay. How is the risk worth it for a relatively short-term project that
doesn’t benefit the local community and is also escalating the climate crisis?
AGL have a track record of wreaking environmental damage and then simply
paying fines afterwards - this is not ok! You can’t fix a lot of environmental
destruction by throwing money at the problem, so why risk it in the first place?
I also recently learned that the mangroves and seagrasses there are vital to keep
carbon safe and not release it into the atmosphere - leaving these systems intact
is one of the best actions we can take to slow down global warming.
The local community is strongly opposed to this proposal. When did it become
more important to bow to the pressure of gas companies than to listen to and
support local communities?
Please, do not allow this project to go ahead - the risks and the stakes are too
high. I urge you to consider the following:
● We need to protect our wetlands, and ensure these internationally
recognised ecological treasures thrive into the future.
● We cannot afford new fossil fuel projects in Victoria. Let’s be leaders in
renewables and leave oil, gas and coal to history where they belong.
● AGL’s proposal threatens the local community with the risk of fire,
something that’s completely unacceptable especially in the wake of the
catastrophic bushfires on 2019-2020.

● AGL has a history of deceptive and misleading behaviour, making them
unfit to build and operate a facility like this.
Thank you for your consideration and the opportunity to contribute, I’m happy to
be contacted for any further discussion at tria.manley@gmail.com
Sincerely,
Tria Manley
, Coburg, VIC 3058

Me and my Dad last summer on an eco-tour of the bays where I grew up.
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My name is Emmanuel Coulaud and I have family who live in Westernport Bay.
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning
for the opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib
Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which
should deem this proposal unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to
in my submission but the issue that concerns me most is the impact on our
internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife.
A new fossil fuel project like the gas import terminal which AGL is proposing would
introduce new risks to the local community and visitors to the area. These risks
include exposing people to toxic hydrocarbons which may leak from the facility and
increased risk of accidental fire and explosion as noted in EES Technical Report K.
The nearest homes to the import facility are about 1.5 kms away and Wooleys Beach
is also close to the site. AGL have completed only preliminary quantitative risk
assessments on these risks and have deemed the risk acceptable on that basis. It is
not acceptable to present preliminary studies and the EES should not continue until
we have an independent expert to provide final risk assessments.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People
come to see the little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right
whales as well as other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of
Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and
Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of the area and be inconsistent with the
perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip Island
as a popular tourist destination.
Wetlands are among the most biodiverse ecosystems on earth. They combine land
and water which allows them to be home to at least 1350 species including migratory
birds like the critically endangered Orange-Bellied Parrot. Half of the Westernport
Bay wetland is made up of seagrass beds which are a nursery site for prawns and
fish. Westernport Bay is also the most significant site for mangroves in Victoria.
Mangroves stabilise sediment and protect the shoreline from erosion. The shoreline
directly around the Crib Point jetty is an extensive mangrove stand. Wetlands should
be protected as a key habitat for an incredible array of plants and animals rather than
being subject to potentially damaging projects like this gas import terminal proposed
by AGL.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water
into the Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There
is so much we do not know about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect
marine life in Westernport. The impact modelling completed by AGL is not
comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate. Furthermore, current
Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high conservation value areas
like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State Environment Protection Policy (Waters).
AGL has so far been unsuccessful in their attempts to weaken these laws. Combining
the poor impact assessments and the fact that the plan currently does not meet the
legal requirements this proposal should not continue.

Millions of Australians consider climate change not to be a threat in the distant future
but a dangerous reality we face right now. We are on track for several degrees
Celsius of warming by the end of the century if we do not curb our emissions from
fossil fuels. The plummeting costs of renewables and energy storage has rendered
fossil fuel projects not only a threat to our environment but also bad business.
Corporations like AGL should be investing more in renewables and supporting
consumers to move away from gas instead of investing in soon-to-be stranded
assets. This proposal to build a gas import terminal is not consistent with what we
need to do to create a safe climate.
Small marine organisms which make up the foundations of the ecosystem - like
plankton and fish eggs - would be the most impacted by this proposal. Locally they
would be unable to escape being pulled into the ship intake and being subjected to
chlorine levels far above safe levels. The impact is likely to be significant with nearly
half a billion litres of water being drawn into the intakes each day. This enormous
quantity of colder chlorinated water would be dumped back into the Bay and disperse
with the current thereby further affecting marine wildlife.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment
assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined
above, the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife would be
unacceptable. There are many other viable, and more suitable, options Victoria can
pursue to ensure that we meet our energy needs without exposing the precious
wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique wildlife which depend on this ecosystem, or
the local community to any harm.
Sincerely,
Emmanuel Coulaud
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My name is Brenda Larsson and I live in the Westernport Bay area. Its my home and
the home for many species of animals, birds and sea life. Pristine waters and fresh
air are the reason I chose to live here. I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory
Committee and the Minister for Planning for the opportunity to make a submission
to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline
project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this proposal unacceptable
under its current form and that I will point to in my submission but the issue that
concerns me most is the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and
wildlife. A new fossil fuel project like the gas import terminal which AGL is proposing
would introduce new risks to the local community and visitors to the area. These
risks include exposing people to toxic hydrocarbons which may leak from the facility
and increased risk of accidental fire and explosion as noted in EES Technical Report
K. The nearest homes to the import facility are about 1.5 kms away and Wooleys
Beach is also close to the site. AGL have completed only preliminary quantitative risk
assessments on these risks and have deemed the risk acceptable on that basis. It is
not acceptable to present preliminary studies and the EES should not continue until
we have an independent expert to provide final risk assessments. Phillip Island is the
second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come to see the
little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as
other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport
Bay in the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit
will undermine the beauty of the area and be inconsistent with the perception that
it is a pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular
tourist destination. Recent research has shown that wetlands have the potential to
capture and store large amounts of carbon for hundreds of years. Wetlands should
be protected and enhanced for their role in the fight against climate change rather
than being subject to potentially damaging projects like this gas import terminal
proposed by AGL. In Victoria we have already bulldozed or drained most of our
freshwater wetlands which has contributed to the loss of approximately 35 per cent
of wetlands worldwide between 1970-2015. We cannot afford to lose any more as
we face the climate crisis. If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468
million litres of chlorinated water into the Bay each day which could have a
disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know about how
this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The impact
modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases totally
inappropriate. Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of
wastewater in high conservation value are
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My name is Poul Grage and I live in the Westernport Bay area.
My family’s relationship Westernport Bay / Mar-ran biik/ Warn Marri extends for over 100 years.
From my paternal grandmother riding a horse drawn buggy to Flinders for childhood holidays, to my
sister living there now in my property. My family have lived on the Peninsula for 5 generations. I
have swum, sailed, and surfed there for over 40 years, as do our children now.
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the
opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty
and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this proposal unacceptable
under its current form and that I will point to in my submission but the issue that concerns me most
is the negative impact on greenhouse gas emissions in Victoria.
A new fossil fuel project like the gas import terminal which AGL is proposing would introduce new
risks to the local community and visitors to the area. These risks include exposing people to toxic
hydrocarbons which may leak from the facility and increased risk of accidental fire and explosion as
noted in EES Technical Report K. The nearest homes to the import facility are about 1.5 kms away
and Wooleys Beach is also close to the site. AGL have completed only preliminary quantitative risk
assessments on these risks and have deemed the risk acceptable on that basis. It is not acceptable to
present preliminary studies and the EES should not continue until we have an independent expert to
provide final risk assessments.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come to see the
little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other incredible
marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas
tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of the area and be
inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip
Island as a popular tourist destination.
Recent research has shown that wetlands have the potential to capture and store large amounts of
carbon for hundreds of years. Wetlands should be protected and enhanced for their role in the fight
against climate change rather than being subject to potentially damaging projects like this gas
import terminal proposed by AGL. In Victoria we have already bulldozed or drained most of our
freshwater wetlands, contributing to the loss of approximately 35 per cent of wetlands worldwide
between 1970-2015. We cannot afford to lose any more as we face the climate crisis.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into the Bay
each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is much we do not know
about how cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The impact modelling
completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate. Furthermore,
current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high conservation value areas like
Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State Environment Protection Policy (Waters). AGL has so far
been unsuccessful in their attempts to weaken these laws. Combining the poor impact assessments
and the fact that the plan currently does not meet the legal requirements this proposal should not
continue.
Millions of Australians consider climate change not a threat in the distant future but a current and
dangerous reality. We are on track for several degrees Celsius of warming by the end of the century
if we do not curb our emissions from fossil fuels. The plummeting costs of renewables and energy
storage has rendered fossil fuel projects not only a threat to our environment but also
uneconomical. Corporations like AGL should be investing responsibly in renewables, soon-to-be

stranded assets, and supporting consumers to move away from gas. This proposal to build a gas
import terminal is not consistent with a safe climate.
Small marine organisms which make up the foundations of the ecosystem - like plankton and fish
eggs - would be the most impacted by this proposal. Locally they would be unable to escape being
pulled into the ship intake and being subjected to chlorine levels far above safe levels. The impact is
likely to be significant with nearly half a billion litres of water being drawn into the intakes each day.
This enormous quantity of colder chlorinated water would be dumped back into the Bay and
disperse with the current thereby further affecting marine wildlife.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment assessment of the Crib
Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined above, the negative impact on
greenhouse gas emissions in Victoria would be unacceptable. There are many other viable, and more
suitable, options Victoria can pursue to ensure that we meet our energy needs without exposing the
precious wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique wildlife which depend on this ecosystem, or the
local community to any harm.
Sincerely,
Poul Grage

Submission Cover Sheet
Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee EES

752

Request to be heard?: No - but please email me a
Full Name:

Maree Kratzer

Organisation:

No

Address of affected property:

Attachment 1:

Submission_to_th

Attachment 2:
Attachment 3:
Submission:

Please see my submission which has been uploaded as a PDF file.

My name is Maree Kratzer and I live in the Western Port Bay area.

I live here because I love and am deeply grateful for the diverse bird and wildlife and untouched
natural beauty of the bay and surrounding wetlands. It's one of the few healthy wetland areas still
left that industrial activity hasn't destroyed.

I am grateful to the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the
chance to make this submission to the environmental assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty
and gas pipeline project. Among the variety of issues which should make this proposal unacceptable
as it now stands, the one that concerns me most is the impact on our internationally recognised
wetlands and wildlife.

Our human mental and physical health is deeply impacted by our environment. We need a healthy
environment to thrive. It is well known that noise and light pollution detrimentally affect sleep and
immunity which leaves us physically and mentally weakened, vulnerable to illness and less able to
actively engage in our communities socially and economically. Access to healthy wetlands and
wildlife are protective of community health.

Tourism in the Phillip Island area will undoubtedly suffer. The busloads of tourists who come to
Philip Island, for example, to see the penguins, whales, pelicans and the other marine and wetland
attractions will be appalled to find gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit in what
should be a protected and pristine wetland area.

As Australia is signatory to the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands of International Importance it has
no business allowing a gas import terminal to operate in the middle of one of the most precious
environments in Victoria and an internationally significant wetland. Approving such a development is
completely inconsistent with the terms of the Convention and would quite clearly be an act of bad
faith.

AGL's proposal, that allows for the daily release of up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into
Western Port Bay is clearly going to impact marine wildlife negatively. Common sense is all that is
needed to see this. If under clause 22 of the State Environment Protection Policy (Waters), it is
prohibited to discharge wastewater in high conservation value areas like Western Port Bay, then
AGL's proposal contravenes Victorian law. This is yet another reason that this is an unacceptable
proposal.

Processing gas that has been fracked interstate because it has been discontinued in Victoria due to
the environmental damage it causes is a very questionable enterprise. It has been shown that we
already have plentiful gas reserves for Australian use in Bass Strait. There is no net benefit to the
Australian public in allowing any company to damage our fragile ecology purely for their economic

gain. There are only environmental costs that can never be compensated for. Once you damage a
world-class wetland, with noise, light and chlorine pollution, there's no repairing it, there's no going
back.

Thank you for reading and considering my heartfelt contribution to the environment assessment of
the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As I have described, the impact on our
internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife makes AGL's proposal unacceptable.

Sincerely,
Maree Kratzer
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My name is Phillip Nahed and I care about the environment in Westernport Bay.
I work in the area and appreciate nature so am concerned about developement.
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for
the opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas
import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this
proposal unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to in my submission but
the issue that concerns me most is the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands
and wildlife.
A new fossil fuel project like the gas import terminal which AGL is proposing would
introduce new risks to the local community and visitors to the area. These risks include
exposing people to toxic hydrocarbons which may leak from the facility and increased risk
of accidental fire and explosion as noted in EES Technical Report K. The nearest homes to
the import facility are about 1.5 kms away and Wooleys Beach is also close to the site. AGL
have completed only preliminary quantitative risk assessments on these risks and have
deemed the risk acceptable on that basis. It is not acceptable to present preliminary studies
and the EES should not continue until we have an independent expert to provide final risk
assessments.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come
to see the little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well
as other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in
the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will
undermine the beauty of the area and be inconsistent with the perception that it is a
pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist
destination.
Australia has committed to promote the conservation and wise use of wetlands as a
signatory of the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands of International Importance. This is
understood as the maintenance of their ecological character and preventing their
degradation. It is inappropriate to build and operate a gas import terminal in the middle of
one of the most precious environments in Victoria and an internationally significant
wetland.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into
the Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so
much we do not know about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in
Westernport. The impact modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some
cases totally inappropriate. Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of
wastewater in high conservation value areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State
Environment Protection Policy (Waters). AGL has so far been unsuccessful in their attempts
to weaken these laws. Combining the poor impact assessments and the fact that the plan
currently does not meet the legal requirements this proposal should not continue.

Millions of Australians consider climate change not to be a threat in the distant future but
a dangerous reality we face right now. We are on track for several degrees Celsius of
warming by the end of the century if we do not curb our emissions from fossil fuels. The
plummeting costs of renewables and energy storage has rendered fossil fuel projects not
only a threat to our environment but also bad business. Corporations like AGL should be
investing more in renewables and supporting consumers to move away from gas instead of
investing in soon-to-be stranded assets. This proposal to build a gas import terminal is not
consistent with what we need to do to create a safe climate.
It is concerning to see the lack of credible assessments on how noise would affect marine
wildlife. AGL acknowledge in their EES that there have been no baseline studies of the noise
in Westernport Bay. They have also not tested the impact of noise in Westernport Bay itself
nor the noise produced by a berthed FSRU. Even with these inadequate studies the EES
states that underwater sound would elicit behavioural changes in dolphins and mask the
communication of whales in the area. The noise would also deter fish and other marine
animals from foraging nearby which would affect the important ecosystem around Crib
Point.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment assessment of
the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined above, the impact on
our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife would be unacceptable. There are
many other viable, and more suitable, options Victoria can pursue to ensure that we meet
our energy needs without exposing the precious wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique
wildlife which depend on this ecosystem, or the local community to any harm.
Sincerely,
Phillip Nahed
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My name is Dina Listmangof and I live in the Westernport Bay area.
The area is a sanctuary for both wildlife and people and preserving it is absolutely critical.
The logic is simple, protecting whatever shreds of nature and biodiversity that remain is
the most important factor which should be driving our decisions.
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for
the opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas
import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this
proposal unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to in my submission but
the issue that concerns me most is the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands
and wildlife.
A new fossil fuel project like the gas import terminal which AGL is proposing would
introduce new risks to the local community and visitors to the area. These risks include
exposing people to toxic hydrocarbons which may leak from the facility and increased risk
of accidental fire and explosion as noted in EES Technical Report K. The nearest homes to
the import facility are about 1.5 kms away and Wooleys Beach is also close to the site. AGL
have completed only preliminary quantitative risk assessments on these risks and have
deemed the risk acceptable on that basis. It is not acceptable to present preliminary
studies and the EES should not continue until we have an independent expert to provide
final risk assessments.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism‐dependent region in all of Australia. People come
to see the little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well
as other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay
in the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will
undermine the beauty of the area and be inconsistent with the perception that it is a
pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist
destination.
Wetlands are among the most biodiverse ecosystems on earth. They combine land and
water which allows them to be home to at least 1350 species including migratory birds
like the critically endangered Orange‐Bellied Parrot. Half of the Westernport Bay wetland
is made up of seagrass beds which are a nursery site for prawns and fish. Westernport Bay
is also the most significant site for mangroves in Victoria. Mangroves stabilise sediment
and protect the shoreline from erosion. The shoreline directly around the Crib Point jetty is
an extensive mangrove stand. Wetlands should be protected as a key habitat for an
incredible array of plants and animals rather than being subject to potentially damaging
projects like this gas import terminal proposed by AGL.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water
into the Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so
much we do not know about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life
in Westernport. The impact modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some
cases totally inappropriate. Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of
wastewater in high conservation value areas like Westernport Bay ‐ clause 22 of the State
Environment Protection Policy (Waters). AGL has so far been unsuccessful in their

attempts to weaken these laws. Combining the poor impact assessments and the fact that
the plan currently does not meet the legal requirements this proposal should not continue.
Millions of Australians consider climate change not to be a threat in the distant future but
a dangerous reality we face right now. We are on track for several degrees Celsius of
warming by the end of the century if we do not curb our emissions from fossil fuels. The
plummeting costs of renewables and energy storage has rendered fossil fuel projects not
only a threat to our environment but also bad business. Corporations like AGL should be
investing more in renewables and supporting consumers to move away from gas instead of
investing in soon‐to‐be stranded assets. This proposal to build a gas import terminal is not
consistent with what we need to do to create a safe climate.
Small marine organisms which make up the foundations of the ecosystem ‐ like plankton
and fish eggs ‐ would be the most impacted by this proposal. Locally they would be unable
to escape being pulled into the ship intake and being subjected to chlorine levels far above
safe levels. The impact is likely to be significant with nearly half a billion litres of water
being drawn into the intakes each day. This enormous quantity of colder chlorinated
water would be dumped back into the Bay and disperse with the current thereby further
affecting marine wildlife.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment assessment of
the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined above, the impact on
our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife would be unacceptable. There are
many other viable, and more suitable, options Victoria can pursue to ensure that we meet
our energy needs without exposing the precious wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique
wildlife which depend on this ecosystem, or the local community to any harm.
Sincerely,
Dina Listmangof
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I am concerned about the impact of AGL’s proposal will have on the protected
Ramsar wetlands in Westernport Bay; the site visited annually by thousands of
migratory birds. Although the proposal is not in the protected area, possible
impacts would come from increased shipping which can bring with it more
possibility of oil spills, introduction of marine pests, added noise and visual
disturbance. How can we be sure that damaging ecological changes will not occur?
On land we have the issue of a large loss of native vegetation consequently
endangering a large number of threatened species of flora and fauna, though the
building of the pipeline from Crib Point to Pakenham. Can we afford to lose so many
of our endangered indigenous species?
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Submission in response to AGL’s proposed Gas Import Jetty Works and Pipeline Works
Sophie Freeman

I am writing to oppose AGL’s proposed Gas Import Jetty Works (Floating Storage and Regasification
Unit) and Pipeline works due to the long-term environmental impact this project poses to Western
Port bay and its environs. The complex and diverse ecosystem of the bay will be affected on
numerous levels if AGL’s project is approved. Western Port is a UNESCO listed Biosphere and Ramsar
status wetland that is home to many species of wildlife including a pod of Burrunan dolphins, a wide
range of migratory birds, annually visiting Humpback and Southern Wright Whales, Weedy Sea
Dragons, Australian Fur seals, protected shark species, stingrays, fish and invertebrates. The
wetlands have the most well developed and extensive Mangrove communities in Victoria, the only
of its kind situated so far from the equator. Threatened plant species found in the wetlands include
dense leek-orchid, creeping rush and tiny arrow grass. It is also one of the three most important
areas for waders in Victoria and the site supports numerous migratory species listed under
international migratory bird conservation agreements. High numbers of eastern curlew, whimbrel,
bar-tailed godwit, grey-tailed tattler, greenshank and terek sandpiper have been recorded at the
site. Nationally threatened species that utilise Western Port include the orange-bellied parrot, swift
parrot, helmeted honeyeater, little tern, southern right whale, and humpback whale. The site
supports the globally threatened fairy tern which is listed as vulnerable on the IUCN Red List of
Threatened Species.
The impact of AGL dumping up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water per day in the bay will be
catastrophic for all of it’s inhabitants starting with the primary producers in the food chain such as
plankton and microorganisms, as well as the bay’s fish and sea dragons, which will be sucked into
AGL’s 10cmx10cm wide grates to uptake water for their regasification. Due to the ecosystem’s
complex interactions between creatures at all trophic levels the project will impact the food chain
that supports creatures such as fish, water birds and dolphins and affect the entire balance of the
ecosystem. AGL failed to address this in their 11,000-page report and in the 2 years they had to
prepare this report did no research on the complex interactions between marine life in
Westernport’s ecosystem.
As well as the issue of dumping wastewater, the Gas Import Jetty Works will create noise pollution
through underwater vibration and sounds that will dramatically affect marine wildlife. Creatures
such as rays, sharks, dolphins and invertebrates are incredibly sensitive to underwater vibrations and

will no longer be able to inhabit the area surrounding AGL’s regasification unit. In particular, the loss
of invertebrates will result in large flow on effects to mangrove ecology, and food availability for
migratory seabirds, predatory fish and Marine mammals. Whales and dolphins in the bay will also no
longer be able to communicate due to ‘acoustic masking’ meaning Westernport bay will not be a
suitable area for them to inhabit. AGL’s research on the impact of underwater noise and vibrations is
vague and incomplete and does not align with scientific data on the marine wildlife which inhabit
Western Port.
There is also no way for AGL to completely mitigate the possibility of a leak of natural gas, a case of
which would be devastating for surrounding wildlife and a hazard to human health and safety.
Furthermore, I strongly oppose the investment of new fossil fuel projects in Australia and believe we
should instead move towards renewable energy. Projections show that the fossil fuel industry lacks
viability for the future, as well as having irreversible impacts on the natural world- Including
Australia’s most beautiful habitats. The method used to obtain natural gas known as fracking
poisons land and water and damages human health.
The project proposed by AGL lacks logical merit due to poor management of Australia’s own natural
gas, which is being sold cheaply overseas, resulting in companies like AGL deciding to import it. The
Morrison government plans to overhaul local gas extraction which will render AGL’s plant
superfluous giving it no economic justification.
I also feel strongly that AGL should not be allowed to run their pipeline works through the
Mornington Peninsula’s iconic green-wedge land known for its natural beauty and fertile farmland.
I am a young person living in Somers on Western Port Bay, and I believe it is especially important to
preserve our environment and natural assets for the benefit of wildlife and future generations.
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I have been holidaying on the Mornington Peninsula for most of my life, and now
live and work here. However, this is not a case of 'not in my back yard'. This project
is not in the interests of Victorians now and certainly not for future generations.
The future is and must be renewable energy. It is anachronistic to be progressing a
fossil fuel project. In the context of climate change Australia should be utilising its
natural resources to become a world leader in clean sustainable energy. We have a
responsibility to younger generations and those yet to be born. The resources of the
world have been squandered in a relatively short period of time. It requires little
foresight to see how future generations will judge those who progressed this project
and those who failed to stop it. Already younger Australians are rightly angry at the
legacy of older generations in contributing towards climate change. It is their
futures we jeopardise. At a personal level we are all encouraged to change our
lifestyle habits - reduce waste, be mindful about our energy consumption, install
solar panels on our roof. However, these individual efforts are rendered
meaningless and sabotaged by the impact of business interests disconnected from
community and inter-generational responsibility. It is time to temper the pursuit of
short term financial gain for an elite few. One of my favourite activities is
walking/riding the wetlands boardwalk between Crib Point and Hastings. The
wetlands ecosystem is vital. I am grateful to those in the community who have
worked hard on environmental projects to preserve habitat for native animals and
flora. After the bushfires of 2019/2020 we are all increasingly concerned about
bushfire risk and this needs to be managed and relies largely on community
volunteers to do so. It is unsafe and unnecessary to increase the risk of fire through
the possibility of explosion. The beautiful natural environment of Westernport Bay
was managed by the indigenous people for thousands of years. Our goal should be
to restore the environmental damage wrought by non indigenous people over the
past 2 centuries. This project will exacerbate damage to the environment - fauna
and flora and ecosystems. It will pose risk to the local community. It is an obsolete
concept already. I love living here. People love visiting and holidaying here. The
future needs to be about investment in what makes Westernport so special. A gas
import terminal will not make Westernport special. This is not the place for it.
There is no place for it.
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My name is Bronwen Gibbs and I live in the Westernport Bay area.
I have walked the beaches and sailed the waters of Westernport Bay for more than 60 years. My skin
still tingles and emotions surge when I walk to Sandy Point turn the corner and enter the untouched
northern section of the bay. A special place..
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the
opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty
and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this proposal unacceptable
under its current form and that I will point to in my submission but the issue that concerns me most is
the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife.
Natural environments play a crucial role in both the mental and physical health of the communities
who access them. The potential loss of nature and access to green spaces can contribute to mental
distress and environmental grief experienced by communities who place significance on these areas.
We need to be able to immerse ourselves in untouched natural spaces to escape from everyday
stresses knowing these spaces improve our physical lives as well as our mental and emotional ones.
These spaces close to nature impact positively on the long-term mental health of a community. This
is threatened by the AGL proposal.
While I do not think this will impact tourism and recreation significantly it will still undermine
decades-long efforts to regenerate Westernport Bay. Westernport Bay has been considered an
industrial area in the past but that perception has been steadily shifting. , The natural beauty and
high environmental values are not there by chance. They are the result of battles fought long and
hard over decades. This is a fragile environment that once lost would be hard to regain and must not
be taken for granted, More and more people now regard the Bay as a site of high ecological and
recreational importance. The gas import terminal proposal would be a step backwards for this
perception and may derail efforts to protect the further enhance the area for the environment and
for recreational users.
Wetlands are among the most biodiverse ecosystems on earth. They combine land and water which
allows them to be home to at least 1350 species including migratory birds like the critically
endangered Orange-Bellied Parrot. Half of the Westernport Bay wetland is made up of seagrass beds
which are a nursery site for prawns and fish. Westernport Bay is also the most significant site for
mangroves in Victoria. Mangroves stabilise sediment and protect the shoreline from erosion. The
shoreline directly around the Crib Point jetty is an extensive mangrove stand. Wetlands should be
protected as a key habitat for an incredible array of plants and animals rather than being subject to
potentially damaging projects like this gas import terminal proposed by AGL.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into the Bay
each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know
about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The impact
modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate.
Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high conservation value
areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State Environment Protection Policy (Waters). AGL has
so far been unsuccessful in their attempts to weaken these laws. Combining the poor impact
assessments and the fact that the plan currently does not meet the legal requirements this proposal
should not continue.
Wetlands contain a disproportionate amount of the soil carbon on our planet. Wetlands are
responsible for storing between 20 and 30 per cent of global soil carbon despite occupying only

around 5 and 8 per cent of the surface of the Earth. Protecting wetlands such as Westernport Bay
Ramsar site should be a priority to prevent the release of vast quantities of carbon pollution to the
atmosphere. This is particularly important as a defense against the impacts of climate change.
Small marine organisms which make up the foundations of the ecosystem - like plankton and fish
eggs - would be the most impacted by this proposal. Locally they would be unable to escape being
pulled into the ship intake and being subjected to chlorine levels far above safe levels. The impact is
likely to be significant with nearly half a billion litres of water being drawn into the intakes each day.
This enormous quantity of colder chlorinated water would be dumped back into the Bay and disperse
with the current thereby further affecting marine wildlife.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment assessment of the Crib
Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined above, the impact on our internationally
recognised wetlands and wildlife would be unacceptable. There are many other viable, and more
suitable, options Victoria can pursue to ensure that we meet our energy needs without exposing the
precious wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique wildlife which depend on this ecosystem, or the
local community to any harm.
Sincerely,
Bronwen Gibbs
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This project is deeply concerning for the level of environmental impact and potential
safety issues it poses. If this project is approved in it’s current form there will be
considerable loss of native vegetation, and significant risk to already endangered
species both flora and fauna. AGL has failed to adequately address both
environmental concerns and also safety concerns that having a floating gas filled
ship in our port poses, for those in this area as well as the marine life that we are
legally meant to protect. Australia has a terrible environmental record and projects
like this are not the way of the future. Our leaders must take a stand on behalf of
the people, flora and fauna they represent and serve to protect. Projects that do not
adequately address the environmental and safety concerns raised should therefore
not be approved. Community consultation for a project of this size and potential
impact has been woeful inadequate and no decision should be made until
community are rightfully given every opportunity to be properly informed and
consulted.
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`To whom it may concern,
My name is Sarah Pyman and I live in the Westernport Bay area.
The Westernport Bay’s pristine coastline has always been a place for me to get away from it all, to be
able to relax and to breathe. It is so much more natural and rugged than port Phillip bay and is like
nowhere else in the world
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the
opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty
and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this proposal unacceptable
under its current form and that I will point to in my submission but the issue that concerns me most is
the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife.
The beach and reserve area around Crib Point jetty is a popular spot for residents and visitors alike.
Access to the reserve and surrounding areas is likely to be affected by the loss of bush or by
disruptions because of maintenance or high noise. The EES notes that there is not a comparable
reserve area nearby. The increased number of ships coming into Westernport Bay and the strict
exclusion zones will mean boaters or sailors will have more disruptive ship traffic to contend with.
Fishers will enjoy less catch as a result of the impact of increased shipping and toxic chlorination of
the important nursery seagrass surrounding the Crib Point jetty.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come to see the
little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other incredible
marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas
tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of the area and be
inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip
Island as a popular tourist destination.
Wetlands are among the most biodiverse ecosystems on earth. They combine land and water which
allows them to be home to at least 1350 species including migratory birds like the critically
endangered Orange-Bellied Parrot. Half of the Westernport Bay wetland is made up of seagrass beds
which are a nursery site for prawns and fish. Westernport Bay is also the most significant site for
mangroves in Victoria. Mangroves stabilise sediment and protect the shoreline from erosion. The
shoreline directly around the Crib Point jetty is an extensive mangrove stand. Wetlands should be
protected as a key habitat for an incredible array of plants and animals rather than being subject to
potentially damaging projects like this gas import terminal proposed by AGL.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into the Bay
each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know
about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The impact
modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate.
Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high conservation value
areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State Environment Protection Policy (Waters). AGL has
so far been unsuccessful in their attempts to weaken these laws. Combining the poor impact
assessments and the fact that the plan currently does not meet the legal requirements this proposal
should not continue.

Millions of Australians consider climate change not to be a threat in the distant future but a
dangerous reality we face right now. We are on track for several degrees Celsius of warming by the
end of the century if we do not curb our emissions from fossil fuels. The plummeting costs of
renewables and energy storage has rendered fossil fuel projects not only a threat to our environment
but also bad business. Corporations like AGL should be investing more in renewables and supporting
consumers to move away from gas instead of investing in soon-to-be stranded assets. This proposal
to build a gas import terminal is not consistent with what we need to do to create a safe climate.
Small marine organisms which make up the foundations of the ecosystem - like plankton and fish
eggs - would be the most impacted by this proposal. Locally they would be unable to escape being
pulled into the ship intake and being subjected to chlorine levels far above safe levels. The impact is
likely to be significant with nearly half a billion litres of water being drawn into the intakes each day.
This enormous quantity of colder chlorinated water would be dumped back into the Bay and disperse
with the current thereby further affecting marine wildlife.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment assessment of the Crib
Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined above, the impact on our internationally
recognised wetlands and wildlife would be unacceptable. There are many other viable, and more
suitable, options Victoria can pursue to ensure that we meet our energy needs without exposing the
precious wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique wildlife which depend on this ecosystem, or the
local community to any harm.
Sincerely,
Sarah Pyman
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My name is Ross Headifen and I care about the environment in Westernport Bay. It
is an important part of our souther coastline. Important for marine life. I thank the
Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the
opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point
gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should
deem this proposal unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to in my
submission but the issue that concerns me most is the impact on our internationally
recognised wetlands and wildlife. Natural environments play a crucial role in both
the mental and physical health of the communities who access them. The potential
loss of nature and access to green spaces can contribute to mental distress and
environmental grief experienced by communities who place significance on these
areas. This can detrimentally impact on the long-term mental health of a
community. Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of
Australia. People come to see the little penguins and the migrating Humpback and
Southern Right whales as well as other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The
industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating
Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of the area and be
inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This
could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination. Wetlands are among the
most biodiverse ecosystems on earth. They combine land and water which allows
them to be home to at least 1350 species including migratory birds like the critically
endangered Orange-Bellied Parrot. Half of the Westernport Bay wetland is made up
of seagrass beds which are a nursery site for prawns and fish. Westernport Bay is
also the most significant site for mangroves in Victoria. Mangroves stabilise
sediment and protect the shoreline from erosion. The shoreline directly around the
Crib Point jetty is an extensive mangrove stand. Wetlands should be protected as a
key habitat for an incredible array of plants and animals rather than being subject to
potentially damaging projects like this gas import terminal proposed by AGL. There
are many other viable, and more suitable, options Victoria can pursue to ensure that
we meet our energy needs without exposing the precious wetlands of Westernport
Bay, the unique wildlife which depend on this ecosystem, or the local community to
any harm. Sincerely, Ross Headifen Ph.D
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My name is Josette Bowden and I live in the Westernport Bay area.
It is a beautiful, natural environment that offers so many wonderful features. We love
the walks, cycling tracks, eateries and generally peaceful ambience of this lovely
area. We would hate to see any negative impact on the wonderful wildlife here.
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning
for the opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib
Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which
should deem this proposal unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to
in my submission but the issue that concerns me most is the impact on our
internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife.
A new fossil fuel project like the gas import terminal which AGL is proposing would
introduce new risks to the local community and visitors to the area. These risks
include exposing people to toxic hydrocarbons which may leak from the facility and
increased risk of accidental fire and explosion as noted in EES Technical Report K.
The nearest homes to the import facility are about 1.5 kms away and Wooleys Beach
is also close to the site. AGL have completed only preliminary quantitative risk
assessments on these risks and have deemed the risk acceptable on that basis. It is
not acceptable to present preliminary studies and the EES should not continue until
we have an independent expert to provide final risk assessments.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People
come to see the little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right
whales as well as other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation
of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and
Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of the area and be inconsistent with
the perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip
Island as a popular tourist destination.
Recent research has shown that wetlands have the potential to capture and store
large amounts of carbon for hundreds of years. Wetlands should be protected and
enhanced for their role in the fight against climate change rather than being subject
to potentially damaging projects like this gas import terminal proposed by AGL. In
Victoria we have already bulldozed or drained most of our freshwater wetlands which
has contributed to the loss of approximately 35 per cent of wetlands worldwide
between 1970-2015. We cannot afford to lose any more as we face the climate
crisis.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated
water into the Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife.
There is so much we do not know about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will
affect marine life in Westernport. The impact modelling completed by AGL is not
comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate. Furthermore, current
Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high conservation value areas
like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State Environment Protection Policy
(Waters). AGL has so far been unsuccessful in their attempts to weaken these laws.
Combining the poor impact assessments and the fact that the plan currently does not
meet the legal requirements this proposal should not continue.

The EES submitted by AGL grossly underestimates the potential for reducing our
demand for gas in Victoria. Victoria could reduce its gas consumption by between 98
and 113 petajoules by 2030 through using existing technology and targeted
economic support according to a recent report written by energy consultants
Northmore Gordon. With the right government policies Victoria could meet its energy
needs without new gas including new gas fields or gas import terminals like that
proposed by AGL for Westernport Bay. These measures will lower energy costs for
consumers and reduce emissions under most scenarios. This is the case even when
a lot of our electricity is generated by fossil fuels but will become even cheaper and
less polluting as more of our electricity is generated through renewables.
Small marine organisms which make up the foundations of the ecosystem - like
plankton and fish eggs - would be the most impacted by this proposal. Locally they
would be unable to escape being pulled into the ship intake and being subjected to
chlorine levels far above safe levels. The impact is likely to be significant with nearly
half a billion litres of water being drawn into the intakes each day. This enormous
quantity of colder chlorinated water would be dumped back into the Bay and
disperse with the current thereby further affecting marine wildlife.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment
assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined
above, the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife would be
unacceptable. There are many other viable, and more suitable, options Victoria can
pursue to ensure that we meet our energy needs without exposing the precious
wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique wildlife which depend on this ecosystem, or
the local community to any harm.
Sincerely,
Josette Bowden
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My name is Ramona Headifen and I care about the environment in Westernport Bay.
Our oceans give life to us all, all species and therefore Westernport Bay is an important part of our
planet's ecosystem.
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the
opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty
and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this proposal unacceptable
under its current form and that I will point to in my submission but the issue that concerns me most is
the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife.
A new fossil fuel project like the gas import terminal which AGL is proposing would introduce new
risks to the local community and visitors to the area. These risks include exposing people to toxic
hydrocarbons which may leak from the facility and increased risk of accidental fire and explosion as
noted in EES Technical Report K. The nearest homes to the import facility are about 1.5 kms away
and Wooleys Beach is also close to the site. AGL have completed only preliminary quantitative risk
assessments on these risks and have deemed the risk acceptable on that basis. It is not acceptable to
present preliminary studies and the EES should not continue until we have an independent expert to
provide final risk assessments.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism‐dependent region in all of Australia. People come to see the
little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other incredible
marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas
tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of the area and be
inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip
Island as a popular tourist destination.
Wetlands are among the most biodiverse ecosystems on earth. They combine land and water which
allows them to be home to at least 1350 species including migratory birds like the critically
endangered Orange‐Bellied Parrot. Half of the Westernport Bay wetland is made up of seagrass beds
which are a nursery site for prawns and fish. Westernport Bay is also the most significant site for
mangroves in Victoria. Mangroves stabilise sediment and protect the shoreline from erosion. The
shoreline directly around the Crib Point jetty is an extensive mangrove stand. Wetlands should be
protected as a key habitat for an incredible array of plants and animals rather than being subject to
potentially damaging projects like this gas import terminal proposed by AGL.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into the Bay
each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know
about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The impact
modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate.
Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high conservation value
areas like Westernport Bay ‐ clause 22 of the State Environment Protection Policy (Waters). AGL has
so far been unsuccessful in their attempts to weaken these laws. Combining the poor impact
assessments and the fact that the plan currently does not meet the legal requirements this proposal
should not continue.
Millions of Australians consider climate change not to be a threat in the distant future but a
dangerous reality we face RIGHT NOW!! We are on track for several degrees Celsius of warming by
the end of the century if we do not curb our emissions from fossil fuels. The plummeting costs of
renewables and energy storage has rendered fossil fuel projects not only a threat to our environment
but also bad business. Corporations like AGL should be investing more in renewables and supporting

consumers to move away from gas instead of investing in soon‐to‐be stranded assets. This proposal
to build a gas import terminal is not consistent with what we need to do to create a safe climate.
It is very concerning to see the lack of credible assessments on how noise would affect marine
wildlife. AGL acknowledge in their EES that there have been no baseline studies of the noise in
Westernport Bay. They have also not tested the impact of noise in Westernport Bay itself nor the
noise produced by a berthed FSRU. Even with these inadequate studies the EES states that
underwater sound would elicit behavioural changes in dolphins and mask the communication of
whales in the area. The noise would also deter fish and other marine animals from foraging nearby
which would affect the important ecosystem around Crib Point.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment assessment of the Crib
Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined above, the impact on our internationally
recognised wetlands and wildlife would be unacceptable. There are many other viable, and more
suitable, options Victoria can pursue to ensure that we meet our energy needs without exposing the
precious wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique wildlife which depend on this ecosystem, or the
local community to any harm.
Sincerely,
Ramona Headifen
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For many years I worked for a philanthropic trust. One of our project priorities was
the environment. I was involved in various projects about sustainable energy and
know that this is where human endeavor needs to be focused. I am aware how
polluting the gas terminal will be to the environment. Given the future is so clearly
about renewable energy sources (wind, solar, etc) it is impossible to understand
how this project could proceed. Economic and environmental costs will be borne by
future generations. What are young people saying? What are the local Aboriginal
communities saying? What are those who live in the area saying? What are those
who holiday in the area saying? I do not think any of these groups want this gas
terminal. These groups will not benefit from it. Sadly, the project seems to be
about the interests of big business and shareholders. But shareholders also want to
enjoy the beauty of the area and do not want to share the road with all the trucks.
On its website AGL claims: "At AGL, sustainability means thinking about our longterm responsibilities towards our customers, our people, our investors and to our
community, and to the environment in which we all work and live." I fear this is but
rhetoric, for otherwise this project would not have been conceptualised and so
aggressively pursued. I am fearful. I am fearful about the environmental impact. I
am fearful about the loss of amenity for locals. I am fearful about the legacy for
future generations. I am fearful about the impact on local fauna and flora. I am
fearful about the risk of a catastrophic event like an explosion. I am fearful and I am
without hope that some of these fears won't be realised.

