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NORTH EAST LINK PROJECT
ENVIRONMENT EFFECTS STATEMENT (EES)
The Inner Melbourne Planning Alliance (IMPA) is a bi-partisan, not-for-profit association
that brings together community and representative groups, professional, industry and
business bodies with committed individuals from across Melbourne to form a peak body that
plans to engage with government on the major changes proposed for inner Melbourne.
IMPA will also provide an information resource for community engagement on planning
issues.
As an independent panel, free from political barriers, we present to you that you have an
opportunity to make recommendations to the government that will protect the community
interests and our city.
We call on the Inquiry and Advisory Committee (IAC) to rethink the North East Link (NEL).
Our membership questions many aspects of this project including the cost of the project
scale itself, which is considered by many members to be too high for our city.
NEL contradicts the aims of the Transport Integration Act 2010 by:
a) increasing reliance on private motor vehicle travel and encouraging longer journeys,
and
b) reducing the effectiveness of planned major public transport investments, in
particular the Suburban Rail Loop, which will compete for a very similar market.
IMPA believes that inadequate consideration has been made of:
 Alternative ways of meeting and managing future transport demand that will do
significantly less damage to sensitive, established urban environments and provide
superior transport choices for Melburnians.
 Improved public transport capacity to address lack of public transport links between
Manningham, Whitehorse and Banyule as options to the alleviate the massive scale
of the project. The project includes a 20 lane freeway be more reminiscent of what
might be found in a city of 30 million people. Even Shanghai has not pursued such
aggressive freeway options, instead opting for 13 subway rail lines supported by bus
networks.
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IMPA recommends that priority be given to public transport options that will allow more
people to leave their cars at home. We call on the IAC to support community concerns
about the NEL and urge the panel to recommend reallocating priority to public transport
options and alternatives to freight movements that will reduce congestion in Melbourne
rather than further lock our city into reliance on private cars and larger freight trucks for
transport on our shared roads.
Having said this, in this submission we make some recommendations that are not currently
considered in the design of major roads at present that will contribute significantly to
reducing many of the most objectionable aspects of these projects.

ISSUES
The NEL Environment Effects Statement (EES) is not sufficiently pro-active to deal with the
noise, air pollution, road trauma and community health impacts that will arise from its design,
construction and operation.
As it stands, the NEL will repeat the mistakes of existing freeways/tollways, including the
West Gate Tunnel Project, M80 Ring Road Expansion, and City Link Tullamarine Widening.
Their standards have proven insufficient to minimise the harmful negative impacts which are
unnecessary.
Throughout the document, the EES does not deal with the NEL’s role as a city-shaping piece
of infrastructure that will be of state (if not national) significance. It seems to consider the
link as a sub-regional road of little interest to the broader community outside its study area
despite it being acknowledged as the “missing link” in Melbourne’s and Victoria’s road
network.
 Section 6.3 of the EES includes only a superficial reference to the transport plans
prepared for metropolitan Melbourne since 1969 despite the fact that the corridor
options have had their genesis in those plans. These have been key guiding
documents over the last 50 years. By giving such superficial coverage, the EES
does a great disservice to their authors and to interested advocacy groups over that
period.
 The EES needs to be updated to provide more analysis of each of those plans and
associated environmental assessments to demonstrate the project’s understanding
of the circumstances in which they were prepared and the options they proposed.
Various smart technologies and methods could enhance NEL in the eyes of the community,
road users and professionals. The demonstrated benefits of best practice would then carry
through to linked motorways and benefit the broader metropolitan area.
It is submitted that the following ‘smart’ proposals should be recommended by the
Assessment Panel as part of its consideration of the EES and incorporated into the
Environmental Performance Requirements for the project.
NOISE STANDARDS
1. That the IAC strongly recommend a new Victorian Road Noise Standard be developed
which includes a best practice night-time noise standard (such as 70 dB Lmax or similar to
NSW’s) to minimise disruption to sleep in communities along tollways and freeways.
VicRoads’ current 63 dBA L10 18hr daytime standard is obsolete and ineffectual as it allows up to
6 minutes (10%) of loud noise above 63 dBA every hour i.e. a total of 1.8 hours of loud
noise in 18 hours of every day.
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During the other quieter six night-time hours in a 24-hour period the existing standard
allows short bursts of extreme noise e.g. 30 seconds of truck engine brakes that could
be 128 times (6400%) louder than 63 dB. These short bursts of extremely loud noise
disrupt concentration and sleep. While engine brake noise is illegal, avoidable,
unnecessary and unhealthy, it needs to be enforced in Melbourne.
2. That ‘No Engine Brake’ signs are installed along NEL, inbound and outbound, to
minimise this unnecessary and avoidable truck noise.
NOISE BARRIERS
3. That NEL ‘noise barriers’ are built to world best practice for a 24-hour standard as in 5
above. These must absorb the noise predicted up to and above the traffic speed limits
especially from increasing numbers of larger, heavier, noisier combination vehicles.
4. That the “roofed over” sections north of Plenty Rd are extended and designed to fully
minimise noise from the sunken sections, especially above the lanes at gradients.
5. That noise barriers are continuous adjacent to creeks and open spaces where noise can
echo, thus leaving no gaps in noise walls. The VicRoads position that noise barriers are
not justified to protect open space is indefensible. These areas are precious.
6. That additional noise barriers be provided on the existing Bulleen Rd adjacent to the
Bolin Bolin Billabong to protect this State significant aboriginal site and deliver an overall
improvement in the quality of this open space. Although VicRoads resist placing noise
barriers on existing roads, there is a strong case to make an exception for this critical
location as an offset to the other negative impacts of the North East Link project.
AIR POLLUTION
7. That ‘pollution detecting cameras’ are installed on NEL to help enforce EPA laws and
minimise smoky, polluting vehicles, thereby helping to relieve pollution ‘hot spots’ on uphill gradients along the Link.
8. That current European vehicle emissions and fuel efficiency standards be adopted as the
minimum for Australia and phased in at an early date. The demise of the Australian car
industry gives no justification for our standards to continue to lag behind overseas.
SPEEDING
9. That temporary lower speed limits for road works on existing roads that connect to NEL
are accompanied by speed cameras (installed temporarily) to improve vehicle and
worker safety.’
10. That ‘point-to-point (P2P) speed cameras’ are installed along NEL and the Eastern
Freeway. This has been done successfully on the Hume Freeway and Peninsula Link
and it works to deter speeding and minimise road trauma and excessive traffic noise.
11. That ‘cameras’ are installed along NEL to police driver misbehaviours, in particular,
tailgating, truck convoys and deliberate bullying/intimidation that are commonplace along
the M80 ring road and City Link.
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PANEL AND DIRECTIONS HEARINGS
May we have 15 minutes to address the Panel on key omissions the EES needs to address
and the smarter design issues that will benefit both local communities and road users?
At this stage, IMPA does not anticipate calling any expert witnesses and will be represented
at the Panel Hearing and at the Directions Hearing by:
 Mr Russell Smith, IMPA member, and/or
 Ms Marianne Richards, Secretary, IMPA
We will advise the IAC immediately should there be any change in our representation.

Ms Marianne Richards, Secretary
Mobile: 0409 411 572
Email: m.r.richards@optusnet.com.au (All hours)
info@impa.org.au (BH only)
Dr Ian Woodcock, President
Ms Gerry McLoughlin, Vice President
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