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Traditional Owner Acknowledgement
Victoria’s network of parks and reserves, including Plenty Gorge Park, form the core of Aboriginal cultural
landscapes, which have been modified over many thousands of years of occupation.
They are reflections of how Aboriginal people engaged with their world, experienced their surroundings
and are the product of thousands of generations of economic activity, material culture and settlement
patterns.
Parks Victoria acknowledges the Traditional Owners of Plenty Gorge Park, the Wurundjeri People of the
Kulin Nations. Parks Victoria also recognises Traditional Owners’ continuing connection to Victoria’s parks
and reserves and ongoing role in caring for Country.
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1. Executive summary
The Plenty River Trail is a new trail that will be built
in Plenty Gorge Park. It will deliver the missing link
between University Hill (Bundoora) in the south and
Doreen to the north and improve access into the
park.
The Plenty River Trail represents a $19.3 million
investment in Melbourne’s growing northern
suburbs. The project is a key component of the
Victorian Government’s $154 million Suburban
Parks Program to provide local opportunities for
Melburnians to connect with local, green, open
space.
From October to December 2020, Parks Victoria
held the first stage of consultation for the Plenty
River Trail. Altogether, 1,084 people contributed
ideas and feedback through the consultation, either
online, at information sessions or a workshop.

Other key findings from the stage one consultation
process included:
•

Participants were interested in the trail
facilitating a variety of recreational activities
throughout the park, including: walking, hiking,
running, cycling, nature watching and horse
riding. It was acknowledged that there could be
conflict between these activities and the trail
design needs to address this.

•

The most important facilities along the trail will
be: directional and interpretative signage,
lookouts, seating, and picnic facilities.

•

There is strong support (75%) for loop walks as
part of the trail. Particularly, loop walks that
start and end at key access points like car parks
and townships, or points of interest like the Blue
Lake or wetlands.

•

Opinions about the most suitable trail surface
were mixed. Granitic sand was slightly preferred
(39%). Some participants expressed the view
that a mix of surfaces along different parts of
the trail will be necessary (i.e. granitic sand and
concrete).

•

Participants wanted to learn about the
environmental values in the park and local
history (Aboriginal, non-Aboriginal and shared)
along the trail.

•

There were some concerns about how increased
visitation will impact the wildlife, and
participants hope the design considers this.

Participants came from across Victoria, but most
lived near Plenty Gorge Park and enjoy walking,
hiking, seeing wildlife, and cycling or mountain
biking in the park.
All participants contributed to a draft vision for the
project, which was further refined during a
community workshop. The draft vision is:
“The Plenty River Trail will be a recreation
destination where users respect each other, the
park, its values and history.

It will protect and promote the environmental values
(flora and fauna) and acknowledge, celebrate and
engage with our Aboriginal cultural heritage and
Parks Victoria thanks all those who have contributed
local heritage.
their ideas and feedback so far and looks forward to
sharing draft designs in 2021 and further
The trail will provide diverse experiences for
consultation.
different users and be accessible and inclusive. It will
welcome and connect people to places and other
trails.”
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2. Introduction
The new Plenty River Trail will connect Bundoora and Doreen in Melbourne’s north,
through the beautiful Plenty Gorge Parklands. The first stage of community
consultation to inform planning for the trail was held in late 2020.

Project overview
Planning is underway for the new Plenty River Trail
that will deliver the missing link between University
Hill (Bundoora) in the south and Doreen in the
north. It will also link to the new Mernda and
Hawkstowe railway stations and enhance
community access into Plenty Gorge Park.
Located on Wurundjeri Country, Plenty Gorge Park
offers a range of natural and cultural experiences
just 20 kilometres from the Melbourne CBD.

equal consideration and has not been weighted or
adjusted. The findings in this report reflect the views
of the community. Findings have not been edited
for accuracy and do not necessarily reflect the
beliefs or position of Parks Victoria.
Reading the report
As with all consultation processes and reporting
analysis, there are considerations that should be
acknowledged when reading the report.

To report on qualitative data in written survey
This $19.3 million investment is part of the Victorian responses, each comment was given a code (or
Government’s $154 million Suburban Parks Program several codes) based on the themes the participant
and will connect local communities and visitors with discussed. In the Summary of findings section of this
Plenty Gorge Park. In addition to the construction of report, findings are grouped according to these
the Plenty River Trail, an additional $1.83 million will themes. They are ordered according to the
frequency with which they were raised.
be invested in upgrading two key visitor nodes in
the park: the Hawkstowe Picnic Area and the Nioka
The graphs and figures in this report are generated
Bush Camp.
from the quantitative survey questions only
(selecting from choices provided). At times they
Stage one public consultation was conducted
between 28 October and 13 December 2020 and
equal more than 100 per cent. This is because
focussed on the Plenty River Trail.
participants were able to select more than one
choice.

About this report

The purpose of this report is to summarise the
findings from the first stage of consultation. This
report was prepared by Parks Victoria.
All feedback and ideas presented in this report were
collected during consultation activities or via the
Engage Victoria webpage. All input has been given

The total number of respondents for each figure or
graph is included in the caption using the shorthand
‘n=’.
Where needed, quotations have been amended for
spelling and grammar but are otherwise unchanged.
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3. Consultation approach
A consultation strategy was developed by Parks Victoria that outlines the
purpose and ways that people can input into the Plenty River Trail. The
primary purpose of this strategy was to generate interest about the
project and collect ideas from community.
Objectives

How people could participate

The objectives of the Plenty River Trail community
consultation are to:

Participants could provide their ideas and input by:

•

•
•

•

•

•
•

Inform key stakeholders and community about
the project, its benefits and opportunities for
engagement.
Generate excitement and deliver a trail that the
community uses and supports.
Activate Plenty Gorge Park and the trail,
fostering local connectedness to Plenty Gorge
Park.
Engage with a diverse range of people, including
neighbours, and broaden the reach of
engagement to ensure as many people as
possible can contribute their ideas.
Increase relationships and partnerships within
the community including: local kindergartens,
schools and community groups.
Collect useful data that will help Parks Victoria
deliver a fit-for-purpose trail.
Work in partnership with Wurundjeri Woi
Wurrung Cultural Heritage Aboriginal
Corporation throughout the design and delivery
of the trail.

•
•
•
•
•
•

Completing a survey on the Engage Victoria
platform.
Posting a ‘vision’ on the Engage Victoria
platform.
Attending an online Community Information
Session.
Attending the Community Visioning Workshop.
Completing an icon-based survey (designed for
young people).
Sending an email through to
engage@parks.vic.gov.au or calling 13 19 63.

In addition to the activities listed above for
everyone, key stakeholders and interested groups
were offered a one-on-one meeting about the
project.
Recognising the importance of hearing from young
people, a separate icon-based short survey was
developed and circulated to local schools and youthbased organisations.

The Wurundjeri People of the Kulin Nations are the Traditional Owners of Plenty River Park and the
Wurundjeri Woi Wurrung Cultural Heritage Aboriginal Corporation is the Registered Aboriginal Party for
the area.
Parks Victoria manages parks in partnership with Traditional Owners. In October 2020, Parks Victoria met
with the Wurundjeri to establish the partnership process for the Plenty River Trail project. The Wurundjeri
will be involved in the Cultural Heritage Management Plan development, including their archaeologists
guiding the process and consulting with elders. A Cultural Values Recording session will also be held, which
involves visiting the park with elders to gain insights into their stories on the land so it can be shared along
the trail and for design development advice.
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Adapting to coronavirus
The consultation activities were planned to reach a
wide range of community members. While activities
were initially planned to be conducted in-person,
they were adapted to an online format so that
physical distancing requirements during the COVID19 pandemic could be observed. Participants
without access to the internet were able to
participate by phoning the Parks Victoria
Information Line (13 19 63). Online sessions were
facilitated by Parks Victoria staff using the Microsoft
Teams platform. Participants were supported
throughout each online session through: a ‘how-to’
PDF guide for using Microsoft Teams, a ‘tech-check’
session before each session, a phone number to call
if technical difficulties arose during the session, an
instruction/run-through at the beginning of each
session, and access to recordings of the sessions
afterwards.
The community consultation activity for stage two
will be reviewed to ensure that any people who may
have experienced difficulties in this first stage of
consultation can have a say in the project.

Figure 1: Screenshot of the shortened icon-based survey for young people.
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Promotion
The consultation was promoted through:
•
•
•
•
•

A postcard distributed to nearby homes.
An email sent to known stakeholders and
Engage Victoria subscribers.
Social media by Parks Victoria.
In-park signage.
Contacting local schools and local councils
(Whittlesea City Council and Nillumbik Shire
Council).

Table 1 (right) outlines the estimated reach for each
promotional activity.

Table 1: Promotion activity and reach

Promotion
activity
Postcard drop
Email

Reach
-

11,200 dwellings
4,775 via Engage
Victoria
725 (visioning
workshop)
6,466

Engage Victoria
page visits
Parks Victoria
Facebook (x2)

-

Parks Victoria
Twitter
Parks Victoria
LinkedIn

-

Reach: 50,000+
Engagements (shares,
comments, likes): 399
Reach: 1,166

-

Reach: 6,621

-

Figure 2: Front (top) and back (bottom) of A6 postcard that was distributed to 11,200 nearby homes
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4. Participation
There was a high level of participation from members of the public, in
particular those who live near to Plenty Gorge Park.
Altogether, 1,084 people contributed through
Engage Victoria, 60 registered for community
information sessions, 53 registered for the visioning
workshop and there were ten meetings held with
key stakeholders.

•

•
•

Table 2 (below) outlines how people participated in
the consultation.
•

Table 2

Activity
Engage Victoria
survey and vision

Participation
-

1059 completed a
survey
25 completed a vision
card
15 email responses
received
10 submissions from
individuals and
organisations

Email feedback

-

Submissions
(attachments to
emails or letters)

-

Community
information
sessions
Visioning workshop
Stakeholder
meetings
Youth survey

-

60 registered

-

53 registered
10 meetings

-

38 completed the
survey

Demographics
Online survey participants provided basic
demographic information.
People who participated in a survey:
•
•

Were neighbours, visitors or future visitors to
the park (Figure 3).
Included men (48%), women (49.9%), and other
genders (0.2%) (Figure 4).

Undertake activities such as walking (84%),
seeing wildlife (47%) and mountain biking or
cycling (~35% each) (Figure 5).
Had varying ages, with those aged 35-49 most
highly represented (44%), (Figure 6).
Came from across Victoria, with high
representation from metropolitan Melbourne
and near to the park (Figure 7).
Four per cent of people identified as having a
disability.

Of the 38 young people who participated:
•
•

There were 18 boys, 13 girls and five
participants who self-described gender.
Most were secondary-school aged.

Overall many participants came from nearby areas
including South Morang and Bundoora.
100%
90%
80%
70%
60%
50%
40%
30%
20%
10%
0%

81%
53%
22%
6%

8%

I don't
I work
I would I visit the
visit the nearby like to visit park
park but I
the park in
am
the future
interested
in it

I live
nearby

Figure 3: Survey participants relationship to Plenty Gorge Park
(n=1056)
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Prefer not
to say
1%

Walking/hiking

29%

Seeing wildlife
Man
49%

Woman
50%

16%

Mountain biking

12%

Cycling

12%

Picnics and BBQs

12%

Figure 4: Participant gender (n=1050)
Birdwatching

50%
44%

45%

Playing

40%
35%

6%

Other

30%
25%

21%

15%
4%
0%

0%

1%

2%

0%

0%
0-4 5-11 12-17 18-24 25-34 35-49 50-59 60-69 70-84 84
years years years years years years years years years years

Figure 5: Participant age (n=1,046)

1%
0%

10%

10%

4%

Volunteering

18%

20%

5%

8%

10%

20%

30%

40%

Figure 6: What activities participants like to do in the park (n=1,033)

*Other included people who climb and horse ride (or would like
to), trail running, and dog walking

Figure 7: Participant heat map by postcode (n=1,021). Note: darker blue represents higher number of participants
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5. Summary of findings
This section summarises the feedback provided through the survey, vision
cards, emails and online workshops. It includes responses to quantitative
(selected from different options) and open text questions.
Vision
In the survey, and a separate vision card activity,
people were asked to provide their vision for the
Plenty River Trail. Those visions were sorted into top
themes and presented to community members at a
visioning workshop. Participants at the workshop
then collaboratively refined the themes and drafted
the below vision. This vision will be presented for
feedback in the next stage of engagement.

cycling. Almost half of participants mentioned
recreation or specific recreational activities in their
response.
“A shared user path allowing bikes and walkers to
travel through the landscape"- survey participant
Other recreational activities such as rock climbing
(4%) and horse riding (6%) were mentioned as
potential future recreational activities in the park.
However, they are out of scope for this project.

The Plenty River Trail will be a recreation destination People noted that some of these activities may clash
with others, for example walking and cycling.
where users respect each other, the park, its values
Participants indicated a preference for these issues
and history.
to be addressed in the design of the trail.
It will protect and promote the environmental values
Natural beauty
(flora and fauna) and acknowledge, celebrate and
Many participants (just over one-third) mentioned a
engage with our Aboriginal cultural heritage and
desire for a trail that showcases the natural beauty
local heritage.
of the Plenty Gorge Park. Participants who talked
The trail will provide diverse experiences for
about natural beauty mentioned the wild landscape,
different users and be accessible and inclusive. It will scenery and opportunity for lookouts and walking
welcome and connect people to places and other
alongside the river.
trails.
“To show the beauty of the bending river and the
Themes for the trail vision came from the responses valleys that hug it” – survey participant
to two questions: “what is your vision for the new
trail?” and “what would you like to see and do along Protects environmental values, including wildlife
the trail?” The key themes that informed the vision
Protecting the park’s natural environmental values,
are explained here.
including flora and fauna, was an important part of
the vision for many participants.
A trail for recreation
The most common vision was for a trail that can be
used for various recreational activities. Participants
mentioned walking, running, wildlife watching and

“I would love to see the Gorge be able to flourish
and nature to prevail whilst still allowing people
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access to the area to appreciate it.” – survey
participant

cultural heritage of the area whilst enjoying what it
can offer." – survey participant

Inclusive and accessible
Participants also discussed the need for the trail to
be easy to access for all users, particularly those
with mobility limitations, young families and
children. Comments also mentioned that different
sections of the trail might cater for different users.
“An inclusive, safe trail for all users who enjoy the
outdoors.” – survey participant
“Enable the more adventurous hikers plenty of bush
to explore while still catering for young families and
people with limited mobility.”- survey participant
Connected people and places
Recognising the importance of connecting to local
community places, many participants envisioned a
trail that links into nearby residential estates, public
transport, to both sides of the river, and the existing
trail network. They also saw this as an opportunity
to connect community to one-another and nature.
“It connects community with nature”- survey
participant
Safe
The need for the trail to be safe for all users was
part of many people’s vision. They noted it is
important to protect from key risks such as other
users, bushfire, snakes and trip hazards.
Celebrates cultural history
Appreciating and celebrating European and
Aboriginal cultural history was considered an
important part of the trail’s vision for some.
"Somewhere that the whole community is proud of
respecting the links to Indigenous Traditional Land
Owners as well as an opportunity for the nonindigenous community to learn and respect the
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Facilities and features
Participants discussed the facilities they would like
to see along the trail through two questions: “what
would you like to see and do along the trail?” (open
answer) and “what facilities would you like to see
along the trail?” (check-box question with options).
Figure 8 below shows the popularity for facilities
such as wayfinding signage, lookouts, seating and
information signs.

Signs to find the way

69%

Through open text responses, participants also
highlighted other facilities they would like on the
trail, including:
•

•

•
•

Lookouts

69%

Seating

69%

Information signs

68%

Bike fixing station

Signage was the most commonly raised thing to
‘see and do’, for example to mark the distance
of the trail, show the way, separate users (such
as cyclists and walkers) and provide information
about cultural and environmental values.
Picnic areas were a commonly mentioned
activity to ‘see and do’ along the trail,
particularly picnic spaces that are quiet and
shady.
Seating along the trail and close to the river was
reiterated.
Toilets along the way were considered
important.

The percentage of people who suggested signage
and picnic facilities was similar (11%).
Other suggestions (made by less than 5% of
participants) were: drinking water, rubbish bins,
BBQs, lookouts and cafes.

29%

Places to lock your bike

26%

Other

19%

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

Figure 8: The facilities participants want to see on the trail
(n=1,011)
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•

Trail surface
Participants had mixed views regarding the
preferred surface-type for the trail, with no option
receiving more than 50 per cent support. Granitic
sand was the most popular response with 39 per
cent, followed by asphalt with 31 per cent (Figure
9).

What track surface do you
prefer for most of the trail?
45%

39%

40%
35%

31%

Some participants (7%) also suggested loop walks
that went across both sides of the river, and linking
into existing trail networks to the north and south of
the Gorge. Some people specified they would like to
use the trail to commute if it connected into existing
southern cycling corridors.
“Critical that the path links to the east side of the
river.” - survey respondent
“Creating this missing link for community
connectivity is fantastic between Bundoora and
Doreen. So many families will be able to connect via
this extension.” - survey respondent

30%

23%

25%

•

Townships: such as Mill Park, Mernda,
Greensborough, Doreen.
Existing paths and trails: Yan Yean Road shared
path, Plenty River Trail (to the south), Main
Yarra Trail and Ring Road M80 trail.

20%
15%
10%

Recreational access

8%

5%
0%
Other

Crushed rock

Asphalt

Granitic sand

Figure 9: Participants preferred track surfaces (n=1047)

Some participants explicitly commented that a mix
of track surface across the trail is preferred.

Connecting the trail
Participants were asked if there should be loop walk
options on the trail. Most participants (75%)
supported having walks that finish where they start.
When asked where loop walks and connections into
the trail should be, participants nominated:
•

•

Existing carparks and entry points: Yellow Gum,
Gorge Road, Yarrambat, University Hill and
Hawkstowe.
Points of interest: Blue Lake, Mernda Wetlands,
Morang Wetlands.

There were many activities people were interested
in doing on the trail. In order of most-to-least
frequently raised:
Walking, hiking or trekking was the most commonly
raised recreational activity that participants want to
see along the trail.
Cycling was raised frequently, mainly regarding
shared cycling trails. However, some participants
wanted mountain biking opportunities.
Seeing wildlife including kangaroos, birdlife, and
other species was what many participants hoped
would be enabled through the trail.
Horse riding was mentioned by some participants as
an activity they want allowed along the trail.
Running was also suggested, and runners
commented that a trail suited for running should
have a softer surface, and distance markers.
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Activities mentioned by fewer than five per cent of
participants included rock climbing, swimming, and
playing.
Some participants also discussed the need to
balance different recreational users along the trail.
They highlighted that conflicts can exist between
different trail users, and these need to be carefully
managed. Some suggestions to manage this
included through the path width, signage, and
excluding some uses for the trail.

their vision for the Plenty River Trail?” (see the
themes and vision on page 11).
“That there is a strong presence and
acknowledgement of the Traditional Owners with
information about history, bush medicine and food
and signage in language.” - survey respondent
“Places to stop and enjoy the environment.
Information on the area, flora and fauna and why
it's unique / important” - survey respondent

Education and storytelling
Participants were asked what values in the area they
were most interested in learning about along the
trail. As illustrated in Figure 10, environmental
values (plans, animals and flowers) was what people
wanted to learn about most (85%), followed by
information about the river (68%) and Aboriginal
cultural heritage (67%).

Environmental (plants,
flowers and animals)

85%

Information about the
river

68%

Aboriginal cultural
heritage

67%

Geology

53%

Post-colonial heritage

43%
0%

20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Figure 10: The values participants want to learn about (n=1,016)

In the ‘other’ options participants suggested
information about the local history of the area.
Participants’ interest in learning about the
environmental values, cultural heritage and history
were also reiterated in their responses to “what is
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Other feedback
Survey participants were given the opportunity to
provide any additional feedback. Comments
frequently raised the concern that increasing the
number of people who access the park may disturb
wildlife. They hoped the trail could be designed to
find ways to ensure there were still wildlife refuges
in the park.
There were also several requests to ensure there
was adequate water access along the trail.
While outside the scope of this project, some
participants, particularly horse riders and rock
climbers, noted that they would like this investment
to allow their activities to be permitted in the park.
Lastly, many participants used this question to
reiterate their excitement about the opportunity
and hope that it is completed soon.
“Keep up the good work - looking forward to the end
result! [grinning face]” - survey respondent
“Great idea, look forward to seeing it come to
fruition.” - survey respondent
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6. Next steps
All feedback summarised in this report will be read
and considered by both Parks Victoria and the
design contractors. This will inform the draft plans
for the design of the Plenty River Trail.
The community will have another chance to provide
their feedback in mid-2021, when the draft design
plans are released. There will be another phase of
engagement including updating the Engage Victoria
page and community events (in a face-to-face
setting, if possible).
Parks Victoria thanks all those who have contributed
their ideas and feedback in the first phase of
engagement, and we look forward to showing you
draft plans in 2021.
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Appendix 1 - Submissions and key
stakeholder meetings

Appendix 2 – External Working
Group

Altogether, 23 email submissions were provided,
and meetings were held with ten key stakeholder
groups (including the Project Working Group). Email
submissions that did not include attachments were
analysed in the above report. Attachments with
specific information such as locations of values or
bridges were passed directly to the design team.

For the duration of the project, an External Working
Group has been established with key projects
partners such as local governments and water
authorities. The purpose of this working group is to
ensure collaboration across government and
statutory authorities.
The members of the External Working Group are:

Names of organisations who lodged submissions or
had meetings are listed below. The names of
individuals are not listed for privacy reasons.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Greensborough Historical Society
Whittlesea City Council
Country Fire Authority
Working Heritage
Department of Environment, Land, Water and
Planning
Wurundjeri Woi Wurrung Land and Waters
Corporation
Melbourne Water
Nillumbik Shire Council.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Parks Victoria
Department of Environment, Land, Water and
Planning,
Country Fire Authority
Fire Rescue Victoria
Whittlesea City Council
Nillumbik Shire Council
Melbourne Water
Heritage Victoria
Department of Transport
Melbourne Water
Yarra Valley Water.
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