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AGL stands for Australian Gas Light and that's exactly how I feel - gaslit! The promise
of a lifetime of state owned affordable consumer gas was made in the 1960's. The
gas was to be provided by pipeline from Seaspray to Melbourne, and indeed, this is
what happened for most of my lifetime until it was decided (By whom? I don't
believe I was ever asked!) that it would be a good idea to sell Australian owned gas
to the rest of the world. We are consequently paying more for our gas than these
overseas buyers! To make up the shortfall of gas supply, we are now being asked to
accommodate a gigantic gas processing plant for imported gas on Melbourne's
doorstep. A gas plant that will place at risk nearby communities, damage nearby
RAMSAR wetlands, rip up fragile remnant terrestrial eco-systems to a pipeline that
was always meant to carry affordable Victorian owned gas to domestic consumers in
Victoria. I've read the section on Marine bio-diversity in the EES. As a diver, there is
virtually nothing said about the potential introduction of marine pests from ballast
water and from the sea water exchange at Crib Point. Critically, very little is detailed
about the likelihood of marine strikes on endangered species like whales. There is
plenty of seasonal analysis regarding the water temperature, turbidity etc. but very
little said about the increased ship traffic into and out of the RAMSAR protected
portion of Western Port Bay and the impact this will have on the non plankton
species. For example, it is very well known that the underwater sonic environment is
critical for some species health. The EES on marine bio diversity is inadequate as it
doesn't even address this point. Whilst the EES focuses on the immediate
environment around Crib Point there's not much analysis or even a proposal to do a
base line study on the whole of Western Port Bay's marine diversity especially in
respect of seasonal marine diversity. Until such a study is done, it is difficult to see
the proponent's contention that the Crib Point gas plant will have minimal impact
because the base line marine bio diversity data isn't included in the EES statement.
On this basis alone the project should be rejected.
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My name is Seamus Billings and I have family who live in Westernport Bay. Our
natural outdoor environment needs to be protected and not abused. This is for the
current and future generations. Stop this planet cooking environmental vandalism. I
thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning
for the opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the
Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues
which should deem this proposal unacceptable under its current form and that I will
point to in my submission but the issue that concerns me most is the impact on our
internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife. Natural environments play a
crucial role in both the mental and physical health of the communities who access
them. The potential loss of nature and access to green spaces can contribute to
mental distress and environmental grief experienced by communities who place
significance on these areas. This can detrimentally impact on the long-term mental
health of a community. As well as increased prevalence of anxiety and a lack of
ability to focus. The impacts of noise and light pollution can result in increased
prevalence of mental health conditions in a community. Phillip Island is the second
most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come to see the little
penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other
incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in
the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will
undermine the beauty of the area and be inconsistent with the perception that it is a
pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist
destination. Wetlands are among the most biodiverse ecosystems on earth. They
combine land and water which allows them to be home to at least 1350 species
including migratory birds like the critically endangered Orange-Bellied Parrot. Half of
the Westernport Bay wetland is made up of seagrass beds which are a nursery site
for prawns and fish. Westernport Bay is also the most significant site for mangroves
in Victoria. Mangroves stabilise sediment and protect the shoreline from erosion.
The shoreline directly around the Crib Point jetty is an extensive mangrove stand.
Wetlands should be protected as a key habitat for an incredible array of plants and
animals rather than being subject to potentially damaging projects like this gas
import terminal proposed by AGL. If the project is approved AGL could dump up to
468 million litres of chlorinated water into the Bay each day which could have a
disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know about how
this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. Thanks for
reading, and to hell with AGL. Seamus Billings
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Sunset Court
Balnarring VIC 3926
20 August 2020

Attn: Inquiry and Advisory Committee (IAC)
Re:

Submission on EES – Gas Import Jetty and Pipeline Project

To the Inquiry and Advisory Committee,
I strongly oppose the Gas Import Jetty and Pipeline Project proposed by AGL & APA
and have outlined my concerns and reasons in my following submission.
Sincerely,
Chloe Farmer
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Submission on EES - AGL & APA Gas Import Jetty and Pipeline Project

> It is unacceptable for Victoria to be investing in fossil fuel projects
Greenhouse Gas Emissions & Climate Change
Without concerted effort to significantly reduce greenhouse gas emissions, global
warming is likely to reach 1.5°C between 2030 and 2052. The 2018 UN IPCC report 1
states that as a global community, we could have just 12 years left to limit a climate
catastrophe.
Given the threat we are facing due to human-induced climate change, Victoria
should not be investing in new infrastructure for fossil fuels. Corporations such as
AGL should be focusing their activity on transitioning away from fossil fuels and
investing in renewable energy as an urgent imperative, and supporting consumers to
move away from gas.
AGL’s proposal for this project and projected thirty-year lifespan for the gas import
plant, is not consistent with an energy transition strategy and the need to reduce gas
use and our dependence on fossil fuels, in the short term, and in order to achieve
sufficient reduction targets by 2025 and 2030.2
We are already experiencing the impacts of climate change. The unprecedented and
catastrophic 2019-20 bushfire season in Australia (fueled by the dry conditions
created by the worst drought in Australia’s history) have highlighted the threat we
are facing. The bushfires resulted in the devastating loss of human life, rural
communities, 17 million hectares of bush land and the loss and displacement of 3
billion wild animals.
These bushfires highlighted that climate change is not a distant threat, the potential
scale and severity of the consequences of climate change, and the failure of
government to respond to the scientific research and predictions, to mitigate and
prevent disasters such as these.
A report published by the Australian Government Clean Energy Regulator in February
2020 identifies AGL as the highest emitter of greenhouse gas emissions by
corporations in Australia, and recorded 42.7 million tonnes in 2018-19. AGL
therefore has a major responsibility to reduce greenhouse gas emissions.
There is significant widespread public acknowledgement and concern about global
warming and the detrimental impacts to our economy, society and the environment.
The “Declaration of a Climate Emergency”3 recognises that the current and future
committed levels of global warming constitute a Climate Emergency for most life on
Earth, and therefore the need for urgent, meaningful action on human-induced
climate change at all levels of government.
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96 local governments in Australia and 31 local governments in Victoria have declared
a Climate Emergency. Two out of three of the local government municipalities where
this project is located, Mornington Peninsula Shire and City of Cardinia, have
formally declared.
If this Project was to go ahead it would send a clear message to the public that the
government does not take climate change and level of emergency we are facing
seriously, and is not taking sufficient action in response to scientific research on
global warming and recommendations for greenhouse gas emissions reductions. This
will severely impact public confidence in the government.
As stated in the recently released report “Canary In The Coalmine” by Breakthrough The National Centre for Climate Restoration, authored by former Chair of the
Australian Coal Association Ian Dunlop and David Spratt,
“There is overwhelming evidence that we have badly underestimated both the speed
and extent of climate change’s effects. In such circumstances, to ignore this threat is
a fundamental breach of the responsibility that the community entrusts to political,
bureaucratic and corporate leaders.”4
Energy Security
The EES does not include any independent expert assessment in the contained
technical reports to substantiate its claim that the Project “would assist in Victoria’s
transition to a low carbon economy and increased energy efficiency (including
reduced usage)” by providing “a secure, stable source of supply to customers as the
energy sector becomes decarbonised and transition to more renewables” (Chapter 2,
p.1). It is unacceptable that there is a lack of data or evidence to support the Project
rationale.
AGL’s rationale for the Project is that it will provide energy security, however
delaying the transition from fossil fuels to renewable energy will only increase
Victoria’s energy insecurity. Gas is driving the climate crisis and “has no role to play
in building a prosperous, resilient economy for the future”, particularly post Covid
19.5 Victoria has a genuine opportunity to lead in the real energy transition that is
making gas obsolete, and investing in projects such as this would undermine this
opportunity.
Energy Affordability
It is highly unlikely that this project will place downward pressure on gas prices as
AGL suggests, and more likely to increase the cost of gas, since it will be subject to
international energy markets. Macquarie Wealth Management and other energy
market analysts have predicted the cost of gas will increase. There would also be
additional costs related to shipping, liquefying, port infrastructure and the Floating
Storage Regasification Unit.
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> The potential for catastrophic accidents and environmental disasters is
unacceptable
Safety
I am highly concerned about the increased potential for accidents and environmental
disasters as a consequence of this project, that could impact Crib Point, the Western
Port Biosphere, National Marine Parks, the surrounding area of Western Port Bay,
and the wider land regions of the Mornington Peninsula, City of Casey and Cardinia
Shire.
The EES states that an additional 40 more ships are expected to enter Western Port
Bay each year due to this Project, which equates to 80 more vessel movements. It is
proven that the potential for accidents increases with increased traffic. Accidents
could include ship collisions, groundings, rollovers or a ship being pushed ashore.
There is also the possibility of oil spills, and other chemical spills, which would
present a major risk for the marine and terrestrial environments, and would be
catastrophic within a UNESCO Biosphere and internationally ecologically important
Ramsar wetlands. The EES does not include oil spill modeling or impact risk
assessment. It is not acceptable that this has not been fully addressed, given the high
impact it would present.
This project would introduce new risks to the local Crib Point community and visitors
to the area. This includes the possibility of people coming into contact with toxic
hydrocarbons leaking from the facility. Explosions and fires related to the transport
and processing of gas are also possible (noted in EES Technical Report K). Wooley’s
Beach, a popular destination for locals and visitors is located close to the Project site,
and homes are located within 1.5 kilometres. The proposed 57 kilometre pipeline
from Crib Point to Pakenham is another area of potential leakage, fire and explosion.
AGL & APA have only presented preliminary quantitative risk assessments in relation
to these risks. It is of critical importance that an independent expert reviews these
assessments, in order to provide final risk assessments.
Risks would increase with the effects of climate change and the consequential
predicted increase in frequency and severity of storms, and other major weather
events. In recent years the local Crib Point area has been threatened by bushfires
twice. With temperature increases and weather instability due to climate change, it
is predicted we will experience more bushfires in the coming years.
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> AGL’s track record shows they are not fit to undertake this Project, or build and
operate a facility such as this
AGL’s History of Conduct
AGL has an alarming track record of misconduct, a history of deceptive, misleading
behaviour, and has repeatedly demonstrated a lack of accountability and adherence
to regulations. Since 2003 AGL has been fined approximately $7 million for related
breaches.
In 2018, AGL Energy was fined a record penalty of almost $3 million for breaching its
obligations under Victoria’s Energy Efficiency Scheme.6 This was the third time the
Victorian Essential Services Commission had intervened since the scheme’s inception
in 2009. This highlights AGL’s lack of commitment to energy efficiency regulations,
transparency and accountability.
In September 2018, the State Essential Services Commission ordered AGL “to get
their house in order or face the cancellation of their license to operate in Victoria” for
repeatedly failing to provide basic performance information required of every
company undertaking business in Victoria. In response, AGL’s executive for
wholesale markets, Richard Wrightson, apologised and called the shortfall an
oversight.
The NSW EPA reported in July 2020 that it fined AGL Macquarie Pty Limited $15,000
for alleged excessive dust emissions from Liddell Power Station in the Hunter Valley.
Also that Liddell Power Station had allegedly breached their licence by failing to
ensure that operations and activities were being carried out in a manner to minimise
dust emissions, which were of high concern to the local community.
This track record of performance is appalling and undermines confidence in AGL’s
ability to deliver in line with controls, demonstrate high quality monitoring to
maintain standards, or to demonstrate accountability, especially when serious
breaches have been previously justified as “oversights”.
> We should be protecting our wetlands, environmental biodiversity and this area
of international ecological importance for future generations
Biodiversity, Water & Catchment Values
The proposed Project presents numerous potential damaging impacts to the marine
and terrestrial ecology of Western Port Bay and surrounding areas. The EES does not
demonstrate that the significant environmental effects can be acceptably managed.
Western Port Bay is a UNESCO biosphere reserve (1 of 9 nationally), with Ramsar
listed wetlands of international importance, and 3 national marine parks (Churchill
Island, French Island and Yaringa, of 60 nationally) located within its boundaries.
5

It is also identified as an internationally significant migratory bird site, and Victoria’s
3rd most important area for wading birds. The Western Port Reserve contains a range
of listed threatened species, ecological communities and listed migratory species.
Wetlands are a distinct ecosystem and a critical part of the natural environment.
They are considered the most biologically diverse of all ecosystems and provide
habitat for marine and terrestrial plants and animals. They serve a number of
important functions including water purification, processing of carbon and other
nutrients, as well as stabilisation of shorelines.
White mangroves grow in the Western Port wetlands, close to the location for the
proposed project. They are considered especially unique in that they are the 2nd
most Southerly mangroves in the world. They are highly valuable as they play a key
role in the local biodiversity by providing habit and shelter, and are a natural nursery
for young fish. They also provide an enormous sink for sequestering carbon.
As a signatory of the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands, the Australian
Commonwealth has committed to the conservation and wise use of these wetlands,
and to prevent their degradation.7 It is not appropriate and would disregard the
ecological value of this area, to erect and operate a gas import terminal in the middle
of one of Victoria’s most precious and internationally significant environments.
The EES does not properly assess the impact of underwater noise from the operation
of the FSRU on marine biota. There has been no modeling undertaken of the
baseline noise in Western Port Bay or modeling of a similar operation, for a FRSU or
LNG carrier. Studies on penguins have shown they may be sensitive to
anthropogenic noise. Dolphins are sensitive to sound, and it is highly likely they could
be impacted, particularly as pods are known to frequent the waters near Somers and
close to the site. Studies have shown that sound pollution can cause dolphins to
leave areas, potentially disrupting their ability to mate and find food. Whales in the
area could experience acoustic masking, meaning the noise level would prevent
them from being able to communicate properly.
The potential for a collision with a Humpback Whale or Southern Right Whale would
increase due to the increase of vessel movements as a consequence of this project.
Although the report states the probability to be low at 1 in 2500, this estimation is
based on reported strikes by LNG carriers and is therefore unlikely to be accurate. A
report by the Whale and Dolphin Conservation Society states that strikes are under
reported, especially by LNG carriers and larger vessels, because they may not feel
the impact, and for other reasons.
It is likely that invasive animals and plants would be brought in on ships from other
parts of the world and introduced to the local environment. They can be transported
as larvae in ballast water, and as adult hitchhikers on ships. Many marine pests cause
significant harm to the environment, affecting habitats, food chains and the
ecosystem. This has occurred in Port Phillip Bay with the introduction of invasive
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species such as the Northern Pacific Seastar (Asterias amurensis), which has caused a
decline in fish as it outcompetes for food sources.
This Project could also have negative impacts on the terrestrial ecology, biodiversity
and native vegetation of the area. Over 1500 hectares of native vegetation could be
lost which would remove habitat for the endangered Southern Brown Bandicoot and
Gaping Sun Orchid (known only to exist in Crib Point and French Island) with
potentially disastrous impacts for these species.
It may also impact or alter the habitat for marine and terrestrial fauna and migratory
birds in areas adjacent to the FSRU and Crib Point Receiving Facility, as a result of
light, vibration and noise. Other critically endangered species that have been
identified within the Project area include the Far eastern Curlew, Curlew Sandpiper,
Orange-Bellied Parrot, as well as the Fairy Tern, which is of global conservation
significance.
If this project was to go ahead AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated
water into the Bay each day. Water would be extracted from the Bay, chlorinated to
destroy anything living and then cooled by around 7 degrees and dumped back into
the Bay. This would constitute dumping toxic wastewater, which is prohibited
according to Victorian environmental legislation. The EES has not sufficiently
assessed the impact of this on local fish species, diving water birds, seagrass and
other marine and terrestrial life.
At the discharge ports the chlorine level will be a maximum of 100 micrograms per
litre, 94 micrograms per litre over the safe limit set by CSIRO to protect 99% of the
marine species in the area. The EES acknowledges the operation will have periods of
higher than safe levels if chlorine. It concludes that chlorine will return to chloride in
several days so there is no long-term accumulation of chlorine in the system. This
does not factor that the FRSU will be dumping up to 468 million litres of the unsafe
chlorinated water every day, on a continual basis.
The organisms most directly impacted by this will be the plankton, larvae,
invertebrates, seashores and fish fry (recently hatched fish) and propagules of the
mangroves and seagrasses. They will not be able to swim away from the intake
currents and will get sucked through in the 10 x 10cm grids. This means that the
foundations of the food chain will be impacted. This is what supports the fish stocks,
their habitat and food, and in turn supports larger animals like seals, penguins,
dolphins and sharks. The EES does not adequately assess the food chain impacts and
significantly more site specific, thorough and qualitative research is required.
Furthermore, excess chloride may result in higher salinity in Western Port Bay, which
will alter the chemistry and affect the ecosystem. The electrolysis of saltwater also
produces sodium hydroxide and hydrogen. There is no mention of how these
chemicals will impact the environment.

7

Tides have not been factored in on the chlorine discharge. The modeled results
contained in the EES are not sufficient, as they do not factor the long lasting impacts
or indirect affects on the ecosystem. We should not be willing to risk a Ramsar
wetlands and UNESCO Biosphere given the lack of proper assessment of the risks.
In summary, ecosystems are a complex balance of interconnections and interactions.
The strength of the whole system is dependent on its diversity and network of
relationships. Each species plays an important role. Impacts to one species, or an
introduction of one foreign species affects the entire ecosystem. Therefore, an
ecosystem cannot be properly assessed, by considering its parts in isolation, without
an understanding of the intricate interconnections, as has been done in the EES.
> We should not be risking the destruction of cultural heritage sites
Cultural Heritage
The report states that project construction is expected to disturb some of the 14
registered Aboriginal cultural heritage sites. There are extensive areas of Aboriginal
cultural heritage sensitivity within Crib Point. It does not appear that the proponents
have sought sufficient input in consultation with traditional owners and key
indigenous stakeholder groups.
> The communities living around Western Port Bay have been, and will be
significantly negatively impacted
Social Impacts
This is a major proposal with significant environmental, economic and social
implications. The 17 story high and 290 metre long FSRU and operation at Crib Point
would be oppressive and obtrusive in this quiet coastal location, due to the visual
impact, noise, vibration, light pollution and other environmental impacts (outlined
above) that would be detrimental to the wider area.
Western Port Bay is a popular place for recreational based water activities such as
boating, sailing, fishing, diving, kayaking and surfing. It hosts a range of sporting
groups and active community organisations. It also fosters numerous educational
and environmental projects. Locals share values in conservation of the environment,
cultural and historical heritage and a strong appreciation for the pristine coastline
edged with native vegetation.
The proposed project and AGL’s campaign to progress it, has been a significant
stressor in the communities located around Western Port Bay over the last few
years. Many individuals have experienced significant stress as a result. The personal
tolls of the battle to prevent the project going ahead, and the time and energy
consumed, cannot be underestimated.
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People are connected to place. The term “solastalgia”, coined by Glenn Albrecht in
2007, is now widely used to describe the distress caused by environmental change
and the loss of place. The communities located around Western Port Bay feel
strongly about their local environment and have voiced their distress over recent
years about the likely negative impacts, and concerns related to loss of place due to
this Project.
This distress is evidenced by the significant amount of people who have expressed
concerns about this Project going ahead, and who have attended meetings,
demonstrations and vigils led by local environmental group Save Westernport. This
distress has been described in the “Heart Stories Project” which has compiled and
shared personal accounts and personal connections to Western Port Bay. Visitors to
the area comment on the amount of signage, voicing opposition to the project,
which is widely dispersed throughout and between townships around Western Port
Bay, and which has continued to be erected in local communities over recent years.
The community consultation on behalf of AGL has been insufficient. The EES report
significantly downplays the level of community dissent regarding the Project.
Attachment V, AGL’s Community Engagement Plan, and consultation, is based on
community feedback over a few weeks, with only two information sessions in the
designated Primary Study Area between February 2019 and March 2019. The Plan
notes it does not include all feedback received.
The EES establishes the Primary Study Area for the social impact assessment to be
focused on Hastings & Crib Point. It downplays and does not accurately recognise,
the social impacts of residents in the townships of Somers, Bittern, Balnarring,
Merricks, Point Leo, Shoreham and Flinders, those that are located south of Crib
Point and around Western Port Bay. Members of these communities, as well as
those in the wider community of the Mornington Peninsula, French Island and Phillip
Island, have been active in expressing their concerns, since they have been, and are
likely to be affected by the Project.
The EES Report does not include a Stakeholder Engagement Strategy but states that
it “will be prepared to facilitate ongoing consultation between the proponent and the
community, and that it will be implemented for the duration of the construction
works and for 12 months following completion of the construction”. This is not of
sufficient duration to ensure continuity in communication and accountability,
considering impacts could be ongoing, and arise after the initial 12 months.
Healthy ecosystems rely on clean water, air, stable climate and a nutritious supply of
food, and are vital for human health. Impacts on both physical and mental health are
becoming better understood. For example, this year new information has been made
available to the public about the impacts of smoke inhalation in bushfire affected
areas, particularly on pregnant women and unborn children. There has also been
recent acknowledgement and reports undertaken on mental health impacts due to
Covid 19.
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Those living close to the site in Crib Point will be impacted by noise, vibration and
light. These impacts have been found affect sleep, wellbeing, ability to concentrate
etc, and have been shown to affect people differently.
Lastly, AGL states in the EES that it will provide a community fund of $7.5 Million.
The proponent has assessed this to have an entirely beneficial impact. It does not
acknowledge that in reality it could be extremely disruptive, and polarise
communities by causing significant issues in relation to how the fund is managed,
who would manage the fund, the decision making process and whether it would be
accepted by the whole of community. This has previously been shown to occur in
mining communities, as a result of community funds being provided by project
proponents.
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My name is Daniel Gerlach and I care about the environment in Westernport Bay.
It’s not that it’s important to me as an individual, it’s important to the ecosystem of the area that
already cops all sorts of abuse from humans
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the
opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty
and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this proposal unacceptable
under its current form and that I will point to in my submission but the issue that concerns me most is
the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife.
A new fossil fuel project like the gas import terminal which AGL is proposing would introduce new
risks to the local community and visitors to the area. These risks include exposing people to toxic
hydrocarbons which may leak from the facility and increased risk of accidental fire and explosion as
noted in EES Technical Report K. The nearest homes to the import facility are about 1.5 kms away
and Wooleys Beach is also close to the site. AGL have completed only preliminary quantitative risk
assessments on these risks and have deemed the risk acceptable on that basis. It is not acceptable to
present preliminary studies and the EES should not continue until we have an independent expert to
provide final risk assessments.
While I do not think this will impact tourism and recreation significantly it will still undermine
decades-long efforts to regenerate Westernport Bay. Westernport Bay has been considered an
industrial area in the past but that perception has been steadily shifting. More and more people now
regard the Bay as a site of high ecological and recreational importance. The gas import terminal
proposal would be a step backwards for this perception and may derail efforts to protect the further
enhance the area for the environment and for recreational users.
Wetlands are among the most biodiverse ecosystems on earth. They combine land and water which
allows them to be home to at least 1350 species including migratory birds like the critically
endangered Orange-Bellied Parrot. Half of the Westernport Bay wetland is made up of seagrass beds
which are a nursery site for prawns and fish. Westernport Bay is also the most significant site for
mangroves in Victoria. Mangroves stabilise sediment and protect the shoreline from erosion. The
shoreline directly around the Crib Point jetty is an extensive mangrove stand. Wetlands should be
protected as a key habitat for an incredible array of plants and animals rather than being subject to
potentially damaging projects like this gas import terminal proposed by AGL.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into the Bay
each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know
about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The impact
modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate.
Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high conservation value
areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State Environment Protection Policy (Waters). AGL has
so far been unsuccessful in their attempts to weaken these laws. Combining the poor impact
assessments and the fact that the plan currently does not meet the legal requirements this proposal
should not continue.
Wetlands contain a disproportionate amount of the soil carbon on our planet. Wetlands are
responsible for storing between 20 and 30 per cent of global soil carbon despite occupying only
around 5 and 8 per cent of the surface of the Earth. Protecting wetlands such as Westernport Bay
Ramsar site should be a priority to prevent the release of vast quantities of carbon pollution to the
atmosphere. This is particularly important as a defense against the impacts of climate change.

Small marine organisms which make up the foundations of the ecosystem - like plankton and fish
eggs - would be the most impacted by this proposal. Locally they would be unable to escape being
pulled into the ship intake and being subjected to chlorine levels far above safe levels. The impact is
likely to be significant with nearly half a billion litres of water being drawn into the intakes each day.
This enormous quantity of colder chlorinated water would be dumped back into the Bay and disperse
with the current thereby further affecting marine wildlife.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment assessment of the Crib
Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined above, the impact on our internationally
recognised wetlands and wildlife would be unacceptable. There are many other viable, and more
suitable, options Victoria can pursue to ensure that we meet our energy needs without exposing the
precious wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique wildlife which depend on this ecosystem, or the
local community to any harm.
Sincerely,
Daniel Gerlach
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My name is Joanne Richards and I visit Westernport Bay often.
Westernport Bay is such a unique place, providing a sanctuary to so many animal and plant species
It is a place of international significance.
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the
opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty
and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this proposal unacceptable
under its current form and that I will point to in my submission but the issue that concerns me most is
the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife.
The beach and reserve area around Crib Point jetty is a popular spot for residents and visitors alike.
Access to the reserve and surrounding areas is likely to be affected by the loss of bush or by
disruptions because of maintenance or high noise. The EES notes that there is not a comparable
reserve area nearby. The increased number of ships coming into Westernport Bay and the strict
exclusion zones will mean boaters or sailors will have more disruptive ship traffic to contend with.
Fishers will enjoy less catch as a result of the impact of increased shipping and toxic chlorination of
the important nursery seagrass surrounding the Crib Point jetty.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come to see the
little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other incredible
marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas
tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of the area and be
inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip
Island as a popular tourist destination.
Australia has committed to promote the conservation and wise use of wetlands as a signatory of the
Ramsar Convention on Wetlands of International Importance. This is understood as the maintenance
of their ecological character and preventing their degradation. It is inappropriate to build and
operate a gas import terminal in the middle of one of the most precious environments in Victoria and
an internationally significant wetland.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into the Bay
each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know
about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The impact
modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate.
Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high conservation value
areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State Environment Protection Policy (Waters). AGL has
so far been unsuccessful in their attempts to weaken these laws. Combining the poor impact
assessments and the fact that the plan currently does not meet the legal requirements this proposal
should not continue.
Wetlands contain a disproportionate amount of the soil carbon on our planet. Wetlands are
responsible for storing between 20 and 30 per cent of global soil carbon despite occupying only
around 5 and 8 per cent of the surface of the Earth. Protecting wetlands such as Westernport Bay
Ramsar site should be a priority to prevent the release of vast quantities of carbon pollution to the
atmosphere. This is particularly important as a defense against the impacts of climate change.
Small marine organisms which make up the foundations of the ecosystem - like plankton and fish
eggs - would be the most impacted by this proposal. Locally they would be unable to escape being
pulled into the ship intake and being subjected to chlorine levels far above safe levels. The impact is
likely to be significant with nearly half a billion litres of water being drawn into the intakes each day.

This enormous quantity of colder chlorinated water would be dumped back into the Bay and disperse
with the current thereby further affecting marine wildlife.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment assessment of the Crib
Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined above, the impact on our internationally
recognised wetlands and wildlife would be unacceptable. There are many other viable, and more
suitable, options Victoria can pursue to ensure that we meet our energy needs without exposing the
precious wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique wildlife which depend on this ecosystem, or the
local community to any harm.
Sincerely,
Joanne Richards
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My name is Geoffrey Coggins and I visit Westernport Bay often. Danger to the area
of Hastings I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister
for Planning for the opportunity to make a submission to the environment
assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a
variety of issues which should deem this proposal unacceptable under its current
form and that I will point to in my submission but the issue that concerns me most is
the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife. A new fossil fuel
project like the gas import terminal which AGL is proposing would introduce new
risks to the local community and visitors to the area. These risks include exposing
people to toxic hydrocarbons which may leak from the facility and increased risk of
accidental fire and explosion as noted in EES Technical Report K. The nearest homes
to the import facility are about 1.5 kms away and Wooleys Beach is also close to the
site. AGL have completed only preliminary quantitative risk assessments on these
risks and have deemed the risk acceptable on that basis. It is not acceptable to
present preliminary studies and the EES should not continue until we have an
independent expert to provide final risk assessments. Phillip Island is the second
most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come to see the little
penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other
incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in
the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will
undermine the beauty of the area and be inconsistent with the perception that it is a
pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist
destination. Australia has committed to promote the conservation and wise use of
wetlands as a signatory of the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands of International
Importance. This is understood as the maintenance of their ecological character and
preventing their degradation. It is inappropriate to build and operate a gas import
terminal in the middle of one of the most precious environments in Victoria and an
internationally significant wetland. If the project is approved AGL could dump up to
468 million litres of chlorinated water into the Bay each day which could have a
disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know about how
this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The impact
modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases totally
inappropriate. Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of
wastewater in high conservation value areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the
State Environment Protection Policy (Waters). AGL has so far been unsuccessful in
their attempts to weaken these laws. Combining the poor impact assessments and
the fact that the plan currently does not meet the
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My name is Lauren Soutter and I care about the environment in Westernport Bay.
The national parks are pristine. The water is spectacular and abundant with life. I feel a special
sense of belonging when here.
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the
opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import
jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this proposal
unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to in my submission but the issue that
concerns me most is the negative impact on greenhouse gas emissions in Victoria.
Natural environments play a crucial role in both the mental and physical health of the
communities who access them. The potential loss of nature and access to green spaces can
contribute to mental distress and environmental grief experienced by communities who place
significance on these areas. This can detrimentally impact on the long-term mental health of a
community. Excessive exposure to noise and light pollution in areas of recreation or among
households can result in loss of sleep and irritability. As well as increased prevalence of anxiety
and a lack of ability to focus. The impacts of noise and light pollution can result in increased
prevalence of mental health conditions in a community.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come to
see the little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other
incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of
huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of
the area and be inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This
could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination.
Recent research has shown that wetlands have the potential to capture and store large amounts
of carbon for hundreds of years. Wetlands should be protected and enhanced for their role in
the fight against climate change rather than being subject to potentially damaging projects like
this gas import terminal proposed by AGL. In Victoria we have already bulldozed or drained
most of our freshwater wetlands which has contributed to the loss of approximately 35 per cent
of wetlands worldwide between 1970-2015. We cannot afford to lose any more as we face the
climate crisis.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into the
Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much we do
not know about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The
impact modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases totally
inappropriate. Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high
conservation value areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State Environment Protection
Policy (Waters). AGL has so far been unsuccessful in their attempts to weaken these laws.
Combining the poor impact assessments and the fact that the plan currently does not meet the
legal requirements this proposal should not continue.

Millions of Australians consider climate change not to be a threat in the distant future but a
dangerous reality we face right now. We are on track for several degrees Celsius of warming by
the end of the century if we do not curb our emissions from fossil fuels. The plummeting costs of
renewables and energy storage has rendered fossil fuel projects not only a threat to our
environment but also bad business. Corporations like AGL should be investing more in
renewables and supporting consumers to move away from gas instead of investing in soon-tobe stranded assets. This proposal to build a gas import terminal is not consistent with what we
need to do to create a safe climate.
Small marine organisms which make up the foundations of the ecosystem - like plankton and
fish eggs - would be the most impacted by this proposal. Locally they would be unable to
escape being pulled into the ship intake and being subjected to chlorine levels far above safe
levels. The impact is likely to be significant with nearly half a billion litres of water being drawn
into the intakes each day. This enormous quantity of colder chlorinated water would be dumped
back into the Bay and disperse with the current thereby further affecting marine wildlife.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment assessment of the
Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined above, the negative impact on
greenhouse gas emissions in Victoria would be unacceptable. There are many other viable, and
more suitable, options Victoria can pursue to ensure that we meet our energy needs without
exposing the precious wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique wildlife which depend on this
ecosystem, or the local community to any harm.
Sincerely,
Lauren Soutter
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Your submission: My name is Kathy Heffernan and I live in the Westernport Bay
area. It’s a beautiful place to walk and observe the local flora and fauna. There are
great walks to do and beaches to use where you can see dolphins and bird life. More
land is protected compared to Port Phillip Bay I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and
Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the opportunity to make a
submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas
pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this proposal
unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to in my submission but the
issue that concerns me most is the impact on our internationally recognised
wetlands and wildlife. Natural environments play a crucial role in both the mental
and physical health of the communities who access them. The potential loss of
nature and access to green spaces can contribute to mental distress and
environmental grief experienced by communities who place significance on these
areas. This can detrimentally impact on the long-term mental health of a
community. Excessive exposure to noise and light pollution in areas of recreation or
among households can result in loss of sleep and irritability. As well as increased
prevalence of anxiety and a lack of ability to focus. The impacts of noise and light
pollution can result in increased prevalence of mental health conditions in a
community. Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of
Australia. People come to see the little penguins and the migrating Humpback and
Southern Right whales as well as other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The
industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating
Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of the area and be
inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This
could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination. Australia has committed
to promote the conservation and wise use of wetlands as a signatory of the Ramsar
Convention on Wetlands of International Importance. This is understood as the
maintenance of their ecological character and preventing their degradation. It is
inappropriate to build and operate a gas import terminal in the middle of one of the
most precious environments in Victoria and an internationally significant wetland. If
the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water
into the Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife.
There is so much we do not know about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will
affect marine life in Westernport. The impact modelling completed by AGL is not
comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate. Furthermore, current
Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high conservation value areas
like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State Environment Protection
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My name is Lachlan Martin and I visit Westernport Bay often.
I often take the boat out for a cruise around there, and enjoy walking around the
wetlands
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning
for the opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib
Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which
should deem this proposal unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to
in my submission but the issue that concerns me most is the impact on our
internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife.
The beach and reserve area around Crib Point jetty is a popular spot for residents
and visitors alike. Access to the reserve and surrounding areas is likely to be
affected by the loss of bush or by disruptions because of maintenance or high noise.
The EES notes that there is not a comparable reserve area nearby. The increased
number of ships coming into Westernport Bay and the strict exclusion zones will
mean boaters or sailors will have more disruptive ship traffic to contend with. Fishers
will enjoy less catch as a result of the impact of increased shipping and toxic
chlorination of the important nursery seagrass surrounding the Crib Point jetty.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People
come to see the little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right
whales as well as other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation
of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and
Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of the area and be inconsistent with
the perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip
Island as a popular tourist destination.
Recent research has shown that wetlands have the potential to capture and store
large amounts of carbon for hundreds of years. Wetlands should be protected and
enhanced for their role in the fight against climate change rather than being subject
to potentially damaging projects like this gas import terminal proposed by AGL. In
Victoria we have already bulldozed or drained most of our freshwater wetlands which
has contributed to the loss of approximately 35 per cent of wetlands worldwide
between 1970-2015. We cannot afford to lose any more as we face the climate
crisis.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated
water into the Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife.
There is so much we do not know about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will
affect marine life in Westernport. The impact modelling completed by AGL is not
comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate. Furthermore, current
Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high conservation value areas
like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State Environment Protection Policy
(Waters). AGL has so far been unsuccessful in their attempts to weaken these laws.
Combining the poor impact assessments and the fact that the plan currently does not
meet the legal requirements this proposal should not continue.

Wetlands contain a disproportionate amount of the soil carbon on our planet.
Wetlands are responsible for storing between 20 and 30 per cent of global soil
carbon despite occupying only around 5 and 8 per cent of the surface of the Earth.
Protecting wetlands such as Westernport Bay Ramsar site should be a priority to
prevent the release of vast quantities of carbon pollution to the atmosphere. This is
particularly important as a defense against the impacts of climate change.
It is concerning to see the lack of credible assessments on how noise would affect
marine wildlife. AGL acknowledge in their EES that there have been no baseline
studies of the noise in Westernport Bay. They have also not tested the impact of
noise in Westernport Bay itself nor the noise produced by a berthed FSRU. Even
with these inadequate studies the EES states that underwater sound would elicit
behavioural changes in dolphins and mask the communication of whales in the area.
The noise would also deter fish and other marine animals from foraging nearby
which would affect the important ecosystem around Crib Point.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment
assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined
above, the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife would be
unacceptable. There are many other viable, and more suitable, options Victoria can
pursue to ensure that we meet our energy needs without exposing the precious
wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique wildlife which depend on this ecosystem, or
the local community to any harm.
Sincerely,
Lachlan Martin

Submission Cover Sheet
Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee EES

1125

Request to be heard?: No
Full Name:

Kat Bottone

Organisation:
Address of affected property:

Attachment 1:
Attachment 2:
Attachment 3:
Submission:

My name is Kat Bottone and I care about the environment in Westernport Bay. I
visit Phillip Island regularly and want to see this areas wildlife habitat protected and
preserved I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister
for Planning for the opportunity to make a submission to the environment
assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a
variety of issues that should deem this proposal unacceptable under its current form
and that I will point to in my submission but the issue that concerns me most is the
impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife. A new fossil fuel
project like the gas import terminal which AGL is proposing would introduce new
risks to the local community and visitors to the area. These risks include exposing
people to toxic hydrocarbons that may leak from the facility and increased risk of
accidental fire and explosion as noted in EES Technical Report K. The nearest homes
to the import facility are about 1.5 kms away and Wooleys Beach is also close to the
site. AGL has completed only preliminary quantitative risk assessments on these
risks and have deemed the risk acceptable on that basis. It is not acceptable to
present preliminary studies and the EES should not continue until we have an
independent expert to provide final risk assessments. Phillip Island is the second
most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come to see the little
penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other
incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in
the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will
undermine the beauty of the area and be inconsistent with the perception that it is a
pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist
destination. Wetlands are among the most biodiverse ecosystems on earth. They
combine land and water which allows them to be home to at least 1350 species
including migratory birds like the critically endangered Orange-Bellied Parrot. Half of
the Westernport Bay wetland is made up of seagrass beds which are a nursery site
for prawns and fish. Westernport Bay is also the most significant site for mangroves
in Victoria. Mangroves stabilise sediment and protect the shoreline from erosion.
The shoreline directly around the Crib Point jetty is an extensive mangrove stand.
Wetlands should be protected as a key habitat for an incredible array of plants and
animals rather than being subject to potentially damaging projects like this gas
import terminal proposed by AGL. If the project is approved AGL could dump up to
468 million litres of chlorinated water into the Bay each day which could have a
disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know about how
this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The impact
modelling completed by AGL is not c
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My name is Lesley Irvine and I care about the environment in Westernport Bay.
Because it’s natural beauty. It’s such variant sea life such as seals, dolphins, seabirds.
And this is why it’s home to national marine parks. We should be doing everything
possible to maintain this environmental diversity. I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and
Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the opportunity to make a
submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas
pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this proposal
unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to in my submission but the
issue that concerns me most is the impact on our internationally recognised
wetlands and wildlife. A new fossil fuel project like the gas import terminal which
AGL is proposing would introduce new risks to the local community and visitors to
the area. These risks include exposing people to toxic hydrocarbons which may leak
from the facility and increased risk of accidental fire and explosion as noted in EES
Technical Report K. The nearest homes to the import facility are about 1.5 kms away
and Wooleys Beach is also close to the site. AGL have completed only preliminary
quantitative risk assessments on these risks and have deemed the risk acceptable on
that basis. It is not acceptable to present preliminary studies and the EES should not
continue until we have an independent expert to provide final risk assessments.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People
come to see the little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right
whales as well as other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation
of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and
Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of the area and be inconsistent with
the perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip
Island as a popular tourist destination. Australia has committed to promote the
conservation and wise use of wetlands as a signatory of the Ramsar Convention on
Wetlands of International Importance. This is understood as the maintenance of
their ecological character and preventing their degradation. It is inappropriate to
build and operate a gas import terminal in the middle of one of the most precious
environments in Victoria and an internationally significant wetland. If the project is
approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into the Bay
each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much
we do not know about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life
in Westernport. The impact modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and
in some cases totally inappropriate. Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the
discharge of wastewater in high conservation value areas like Westernport Bay clause 22 of the
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My name is Crystal Boothby and I live in the Westernport Bay area. Westernport
is a sanctuary for beautiful birds, sea creatures, wildlife and us humans love it too. I
thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning
for the opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the
Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues
which should deem this proposal unacceptable under its current form and that I will
point to in my submission but the issue that concerns me most is the impact on our
internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife. Natural environments play a
crucial role in both the mental and physical health of the communities who access
them. The potential loss of nature and access to green spaces can contribute to
mental distress and environmental grief experienced by communities who place
significance on these areas. This can detrimentally impact on the long-term mental
health of a community. Excessive exposure to noise and light pollution in areas of
recreation or among households can result in loss of sleep and irritability. As well as
increased prevalence of anxiety and a lack of ability to focus. The impacts of noise
and light pollution can result in increased prevalence of mental health conditions in
a community. Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of
Australia. People come to see the little penguins and the migrating Humpback and
Southern Right whales as well as other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The
industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating
Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of the area and be
inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This
could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination. Recent research has
shown that wetlands have the potential to capture and store large amounts of
carbon for hundreds of years. Wetlands should be protected and enhanced for their
role in the fight against climate change rather than being subject to potentially
damaging projects like this gas import terminal proposed by AGL. In Victoria we have
already bulldozed or drained most of our freshwater wetlands which has
contributed to the loss of approximately 35 per cent of wetlands worldwide
between 1970-2015. We cannot afford to lose any more as we face the climate
crisis. If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of
chlorinated water into the Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on
marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know about how this cold chlorinated
wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The impact modelling completed
by AGL is not comprehensive. Our children have spent many hours planting
mangroves and cleaning up around Westernport. Please don't let AGL destroy it.
Thank you Crystal

Submission Cover Sheet
Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee EES

1128

Request to be heard?: No
Full Name:

Sasha baker

Organisation:
Address of affected property:

Attachment 1:
Attachment 2:
Attachment 3:
Submission:

My name is Sasha Baker and I care about the environment in Westernport Bay.
Westernport bay consists of such a diverse and unique range of flora and fauna that
is immensely important to the natural ecosystem. It is enjoyed by myself and
thousands of people for swimming, surfing and other water activities. I thank the
Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the
opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point
gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should
deem this proposal unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to in my
submission but the issue that concerns me most is the impact on our internationally
recognised wetlands and wildlife. The beach and reserve area around Crib Point
jetty is a popular spot for residents and visitors alike. Access to the reserve and
surrounding areas is likely to be affected by the loss of bush or by disruptions
because of maintenance or high noise. The EES notes that there is not a comparable
reserve area nearby. The increased number of ships coming into Westernport Bay
and the strict exclusion zones will mean boaters or sailors will have more disruptive
ship traffic to contend with. Fishers will enjoy less catch as a result of the impact of
increased shipping and toxic chlorination of the important nursery seagrass
surrounding the Crib Point jetty. Phillip Island is the second most tourismdependent region in all of Australia. People come to see the little penguins and the
migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other incredible marine
and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of huge
gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty
of the area and be inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected
wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination. Australia
has committed to promote the conservation and wise use of wetlands as a signatory
of the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands of International Importance. This is
understood as the maintenance of their ecological character and preventing their
degradation. It is inappropriate to build and operate a gas import terminal in the
middle of one of the most precious environments in Victoria and an internationally
significant wetland. If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million
litres of chlorinated water into the Bay each day which could have a disastrous
impact on marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know about how this cold
chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The impact modelling
completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate.
Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high
conservation value areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State Environment
Protection Policy (Waters). AGL has so far been
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24 August 2020
My name is Harriette Richards and I care about the environment in Westernport Bay.
We have visited Westernport Bay on multiple occasions for holidays and it is a beautiful
place. We care about the birds who nest in the sand dunes and the clean water that means
we can swim in summer and occasionally see dolphins in the cooler months.
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the
opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas
import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this
proposal unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to in my submission but
the issue that concerns me most is the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands
and wildlife.
A new fossil fuel project like the gas import terminal which AGL is proposing would
introduce new risks to the local community and visitors to the area. These risks include
exposing people to toxic hydrocarbons which may leak from the facility and increased risk of
accidental fire and explosion as noted in EES Technical Report K. The nearest homes to the
import facility are about 1.5 kms away and Wooleys Beach is also close to the site. AGL have
completed only preliminary quantitative risk assessments on these risks and have deemed
the risk acceptable on that basis. It is not acceptable to present preliminary studies and the
EES should not continue until we have an independent expert to provide final risk
assessments.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come
to see the little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as
other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in
the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine
the beauty of the area and be inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and
protected wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination.
Wetlands are among the most biodiverse ecosystems on earth. They combine land and
water which allows them to be home to at least 1350 species including migratory birds like
the critically endangered Orange-Bellied Parrot. Half of the Westernport Bay wetland is
made up of seagrass beds which are a nursery site for prawns and fish. Westernport Bay is
also the most significant site for mangroves in Victoria. Mangroves stabilise sediment and
protect the shoreline from erosion. The shoreline directly around the Crib Point jetty is an
extensive mangrove stand. Wetlands should be protected as a key habitat for an incredible
array of plants and animals rather than being subject to potentially damaging projects like
this gas import terminal proposed by AGL.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into
the Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much
we do not know about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in
Westernport. The impact modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some
cases totally inappropriate. Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of

wastewater in high conservation value areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State
Environment Protection Policy (Waters). AGL has so far been unsuccessful in their attempts
to weaken these laws. Combining the poor impact assessments and the fact that the plan
currently does not meet the legal requirements this proposal should not continue.
Millions of Australians consider climate change not to be a threat in the distant future but a
dangerous reality we face right now. We are on track for several degrees Celsius of warming
by the end of the century if we do not curb our emissions from fossil fuels. The plummeting
costs of renewables and energy storage has rendered fossil fuel projects not only a threat to
our environment but also bad business. Corporations like AGL should be investing more in
renewables and supporting consumers to move away from gas instead of investing in soonto-be stranded assets. This proposal to build a gas import terminal is not consistent with
what we need to do to create a safe climate.
It is concerning to see the lack of credible assessments on how noise would affect marine
wildlife. AGL acknowledge in their EES that there have been no baseline studies of the noise
in Westernport Bay. They have also not tested the impact of noise in Westernport Bay itself
nor the noise produced by a berthed FSRU. Even with these inadequate studies the EES
states that underwater sound would elicit behavioural changes in dolphins and mask the
communication of whales in the area. The noise would also deter fish and other marine
animals from foraging nearby which would affect the important ecosystem around Crib
Point.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment assessment of
the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined above, the impact on
our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife would be unacceptable. There are
many other viable, and more suitable, options Victoria can pursue to ensure that we meet
our energy needs without exposing the precious wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique
wildlife which depend on this ecosystem, or the local community to any harm.
Sincerely,
Harriette Richards
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My name is Emily Dickinson and I care about the environment in Westernport Bay.
Westenport Bay is important to me because it is important for the environment. It is
some of the last remaining mangrove forests and sea grass beds in Victoria, as well
as home to millions of marine species and migratory birds. I thank the Crib Point
Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the opportunity to
make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty
and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this
proposal unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to in my
submission but the issue that concerns me most is the impact on our internationally
recognised wetlands and wildlife. A new fossil fuel project like the gas import
terminal which AGL is proposing would introduce new risks to the local community
and visitors to the area. These risks include exposing people to toxic hydrocarbons
which may leak from the facility and increased risk of accidental fire and explosion
as noted in EES Technical Report K. The nearest homes to the import facility are
about 1.5 kms away and Wooleys Beach is also close to the site. AGL have
completed only preliminary quantitative risk assessments on these risks and have
deemed the risk acceptable on that basis. It is not acceptable to present preliminary
studies and the EES should not continue until we have an independent expert to
provide final risk assessments. Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent
region in all of Australia. People come to see the little penguins and the migrating
Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other incredible marine and
wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas
tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of
the area and be inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected
wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination. Recent
research has shown that wetlands have the potential to capture and store large
amounts of carbon for hundreds of years. Wetlands should be protected and
enhanced for their role in the fight against climate change rather than being subject
to potentially damaging projects like this gas import terminal proposed by AGL. In
Victoria we have already bulldozed or drained most of our freshwater wetlands
which has contributed to the loss of approximately 35 per cent of wetlands
worldwide between 1970-2015. We cannot afford to lose any more as we face the
climate crisis. If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of
chlorinated water into the Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on
marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know about how this cold chlorinated
wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The impact modelling completed
by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropri

My name is Emily Dickinson and I care about the environment in Westernport Bay.
Westenport Bay is important to me because it is important for the environment. It is some
of the last remaining mangrove forests and sea grass beds in Victoria, as well as home to
millions of marine species and migratory birds.
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the
opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas
import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this
proposal unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to in my submission but
the issue that concerns me most is the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands
and wildlife.
A new fossil fuel project like the gas import terminal which AGL is proposing would
introduce new risks to the local community and visitors to the area. These risks include
exposing people to toxic hydrocarbons which may leak from the facility and increased risk of
accidental fire and explosion as noted in EES Technical Report K. The nearest homes to the
import facility are about 1.5 kms away and Wooleys Beach is also close to the site. AGL have
completed only preliminary quantitative risk assessments on these risks and have deemed
the risk acceptable on that basis. It is not acceptable to present preliminary studies and the
EES should not continue until we have an independent expert to provide final risk
assessments.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come
to see the little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as
other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in
the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine
the beauty of the area and be inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and
protected wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination.
Recent research has shown that wetlands have the potential to capture and store large
amounts of carbon for hundreds of years. Wetlands should be protected and enhanced for
their role in the fight against climate change rather than being subject to potentially
damaging projects like this gas import terminal proposed by AGL. In Victoria we have
already bulldozed or drained most of our freshwater wetlands which has contributed to the
loss of approximately 35 per cent of wetlands worldwide between 1970-2015. We cannot
afford to lose any more as we face the climate crisis.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into
the Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much
we do not know about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in
Westernport. The impact modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some
cases totally inappropriate. Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of

wastewater in high conservation value areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State
Environment Protection Policy (Waters). AGL has so far been unsuccessful in their attempts
to weaken these laws. Combining the poor impact assessments and the fact that the plan
currently does not meet the legal requirements this proposal should not continue.
Gas is more carbon polluting than coal if methane leakage throughout the whole gas supply
chain is above 3.2 per cent. Recent studies have shown that we have previously
underestimated how much methane is released to the atmosphere during gas production. It
has been found that onshore gas fields in the United States have levels of leakage of 2-17
per cent. Despite these findings the Australian gas industry and federal government report
far lower emission intensities for unconventional gas emissions based on default emissions
factors rather than on reliable measurements. Gas is not a climate solution.
Small marine organisms which make up the foundations of the ecosystem - like plankton
and fish eggs - would be the most impacted by this proposal. Locally they would be unable
to escape being pulled into the ship intake and being subjected to chlorine levels far above
safe levels. The impact is likely to be significant with nearly half a billion litres of water being
drawn into the intakes each day. This enormous quantity of colder chlorinated water would
be dumped back into the Bay and disperse with the current thereby further affecting marine
wildlife.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment assessment of
the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined above, the impact on
our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife would be unacceptable. There are
many other viable, and more suitable, options Victoria can pursue to ensure that we meet
our energy needs without exposing the precious wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique
wildlife which depend on this ecosystem, or the local community to any harm.
Sincerely,
Emily Dickinson

Submission Cover Sheet
Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee EES

1131

Request to be heard?: No
Full Name:

Will Morgan

Organisation:

Environmental Victoria

Address of affected property:

Attachment 1:
Attachment 2:
Attachment 3:
Submission:

My name is Will Morgan and I care about the environment in Westernport Bay. I
thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning
for the opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the
Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues
which should deem this proposal unacceptable under its current form and that I will
point to in my submission but the issue that concerns me most is the impact on our
internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife.Natural environments play a crucial
role in both the mental and physical health of the communities who access them.
The potential loss of nature and access to green spaces can contribute to mental
distress and environmental grief experienced by communities who place significance
on these areas. This can detrimentally impact on the long-term mental health of a
community. Excessive exposure to noise and light pollution in areas of recreation or
among households can result in loss of sleep and irritability. As well as increased
prevalence of anxiety and a lack of ability to focus. The impacts of noise and light
pollution can result in increased prevalence of mental health conditions in a
community.Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of
Australia. People come to see the little penguins and the migrating Humpback and
Southern Right whales as well as other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The
industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating
Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of the area and be
inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This
could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination.Australia has committed
to promote the conservation and wise use of wetlands as a signatory of the Ramsar
Convention on Wetlands of International Importance. This is understood as the
maintenance of their ecological character and preventing their degradation. It is
inappropriate to build and operate a gas import terminal in the middle of one of the
most precious environments in Victoria and an internationally significant wetland. If
the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water
into the Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife.
There is so much we do not know about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will
affect marine life in Westernport. The impact modelling completed by AGL is not
comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate. Furthermore, current
Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high conservation value areas
like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State Environment Protection Policy
(Waters). AGL has so far been unsuccessful in their attempts to weaken these
laws.Combining the poor impact assessments and the fact that the plan currently
does not meet the legal requirements this proposal should n
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My name is Bruna Ballan and I live in the Westernport Bay area. It\'s importance is
as an untouched piece of the bay that many species rely on as their home and
habitat... taking thousands of years to establish and it would be devastating for such
an infrastructure to move in I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee
and the Minister for Planning for the opportunity to make a submission to the
environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project.
There are a variety of issues which should deem this proposal unacceptable under its
current form and that I will point to in my submission but the issue that concerns me
most is the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife. Natural
environments play a crucial role in both the mental and physical health of the
communities who access them. The potential loss of nature and access to green
spaces can contribute to mental distress and environmental grief experienced by
communities who place significance on these areas. This can detrimentally impact
on the long-term mental health of a community. Excessive exposure to noise and
light pollution in areas of recreation or among households can result in loss of sleep
and irritability. As well as increased prevalence of anxiety and a lack of ability to
focus. The impacts of noise and light pollution can result in increased prevalence of
mental health conditions in a community. Phillip Island is the second most tourismdependent region in all of Australia. People come to see the little penguins and the
migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other incredible marine
and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of huge
gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty
of the area and be inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected
wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination. Australia
has committed to promote the conservation and wise use of wetlands as a signatory
of the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands of International Importance. This is
understood as the maintenance of their ecological character and preventing their
degradation. It is inappropriate to build and operate a gas import terminal in the
middle of one of the most precious environments in Victoria and an internationally
significant wetland. If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million
litres of chlorinated water into the Bay each day which could have a disastrous
impact on marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know about how this cold
chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The impact modelling
completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate.
Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high
conservation value areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State Environment
Protection Policy (Waters). AG
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here are some songs I wrote about this situation please I'd really appreciate if you
took the time to listen to each one of them and your more than welcome to share it
with others and I'm more than happy to come play it live when ever you think it may
be needed thank you Kind regards Mark little
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My name is Ben McMahon and I live in the Westernport Bay area. Westernport Bay
is a hugely important to all manor of marine and wildlife. The dumping of millions of
litres of chlorinated and cooled water into the bay every day is an outrage. It’s a
beautiful natural wonder, not another place to industrialise. I thank the Crib Point
Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the opportunity to
make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty
and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this
proposal unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to in my
submission but the issue that concerns me most is the impact on our internationally
recognised wetlands and wildlife. Natural environments play a crucial role in both
the mental and physical health of the communities who access them. The potential
loss of nature and access to green spaces can contribute to mental distress and
environmental grief experienced by communities who place significance on these
areas. This can detrimentally impact on the long-term mental health of a
community. Excessive exposure to noise and light pollution in areas of recreation or
among households can result in loss of sleep and irritability. As well as increased
prevalence of anxiety and a lack of ability to focus. The impacts of noise and light
pollution can result in increased prevalence of mental health conditions in a
community. Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of
Australia. People come to see the little penguins and the migrating Humpback and
Southern Right whales as well as other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The
industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating
Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of the area and be
inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This
could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination. Australia has committed
to promote the conservation and wise use of wetlands as a signatory of the Ramsar
Convention on Wetlands of International Importance. This is understood as the
maintenance of their ecological character and preventing their degradation. It is
inappropriate to build and operate a gas import terminal in the middle of one of the
most precious environments in Victoria and an internationally significant wetland. If
the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water
into the Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife.
There is so much we do not know about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will
affect marine life in Westernport. The impact modelling completed by AGL is not
comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate. Furthermore, current
Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high conservation value areas
like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State Environm
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I have uploaded and attached my submission in PDF format.

Letter Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning via Environment
Victoria.
24th August 2020.
My name is Julie Paterson. I deeply care about the environment in Westernport Bay.
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the
opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty
and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this proposal unacceptable
under its current form and that I will point to in my submission but the issue that concerns me most
is the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife.
Westernport Bay is unique on the Victorian coast and is recognised by UNESCO as one of 500
Biosphere Reserves in the world. The bay possess a great tidal range and extensive intertidal
mudflats. It is a place of complex oceanographic circulation. The bay's waters also provide a range
of ecosystem services including nutrient cycling. It is flanked by mangroves, saltmarshes and
extensive seagrass meadows on the mudflats. The bay provides extensive habitat for shoreline birds
and is important for the migration of international migratory birds. Westernport bay has three of
Victoria's 13 Marine National Parks within it boundaries.
A new fossil fuel project like the gas import terminal which AGL is proposing would introduce new
risks to the local community and visitors to the area. These risks include exposing people to toxic
hydrocarbons which may leak from the facility and increased risk of accidental fire and explosion
as noted in EES Technical Report K. The nearest homes to the import facility are about 1.5 kms
away and Wooleys Beach is also close to the site. AGL have completed only preliminary
quantitative risk assessments on these risks and have deemed the risk acceptable on that basis. It is
not acceptable to present preliminary studies and the EES should not continue until we have an
independent expert to provide final risk assessments.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come to see
the little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other
incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of
huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of the
area and be inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This could
impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination.
Australia has committed to promote the conservation and wise use of wetlands as a signatory of the
Ramsar Convention on Wetlands of International Importance. This is understood as the maintenance
of their ecological character and preventing their degradation. It is inappropriate to build and
operate a gas import terminal in the middle of one of the most precious environments in Victoria
and an internationally significant wetland.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into the Bay
each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much we do not
know about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The impact
modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate.
Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high conservation value
areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State Environment Protection Policy (Waters). AGL
has so far been unsuccessful in their attempts to weaken these laws. Combining the poor impact
assessments and the fact that the plan currently does not meet the legal requirements this proposal
should not continue.

Millions of Australians consider climate change not to be a threat in the distant future but a
dangerous reality we face right now. We are on track for several degrees Celsius of warming by the
end of the century if we do not curb our emissions from fossil fuels. The plummeting costs of
renewables and energy storage has rendered fossil fuel projects not only a threat to our environment
but also bad business. Corporations like AGL should be investing more in renewables and
supporting consumers to move away from gas instead of investing in soon-to-be stranded assets.
This proposal to build a gas import terminal is not consistent with what we need to do to create a
safe climate.
It is concerning to see the lack of credible assessments on how noise would affect marine wildlife.
AGL acknowledge in their EES that there have been no baseline studies of the noise in Westernport
Bay. They have also not tested the impact of noise in Westernport Bay itself nor the noise produced
by a berthed FSRU. Even with these inadequate studies the EES states that underwater sound would
elicit behavioural changes in dolphins and mask the communication of whales in the area. The noise
would also deter fish and other marine animals from foraging nearby which would affect the
important ecosystem around Crib Point.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment assessment of the Crib
Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined above, the impact on our internationally
recognised wetlands and wildlife would be unacceptable as well as contributing to further fossil fuel
projects that in the face of climate change bearing down upon all of the world we need to protect
and preserve Westernport Bays precious contribution to our ecosystems and biosphere. There
should be no place for new fossil fuel energy sources in our future. There are many other viable,
and more suitable, options Victoria can pursue to ensure that we meet our energy needs without
exposing the precious wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique wildlife which depend on this
ecosystem, or the local community to any harm.
Sincerely,
Julie Paterson
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My name is Mandy Robertson and I visit Westernport Bay often. Western Port Bay
is as important as every other environment when we look at the bigger picture of
climate change and the need to move away from fossil fuels in the long term.
Renewables are the way forward not new gas projects. I thank the Crib Point Inquiry
and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the opportunity to make
a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and
gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this proposal
unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to in my submission but the
issue that concerns me most is the negative impact on greenhouse gas emissions in
Victoria. Natural environments play a crucial role in both the mental and physical
health of the communities who access them. The potential loss of nature and access
to green spaces can contribute to mental distress and environmental grief
experienced by communities who place significance on these areas. This can
detrimentally impact on the long-term mental health of a community. Excessive
exposure to noise and light pollution in areas of recreation or among households can
result in loss of sleep and irritability. As well as increased prevalence of anxiety and a
lack of ability to focus. The impacts of noise and light pollution can result in
increased prevalence of mental health conditions in a community. While I do not
think this will impact tourism and recreation significantly it will still undermine
decades-long efforts to regenerate Westernport Bay. Westernport Bay has been
considered an industrial area in the past but that perception has been steadily
shifting. More and more people now regard the Bay as a site of high ecological and
recreational importance. The gas import terminal proposal would be a step
backwards for this perception and may derail efforts to protect the further enhance
the area for the environment and for recreational users. Australia has committed to
promote the conservation and wise use of wetlands as a signatory of the Ramsar
Convention on Wetlands of International Importance. This is understood as the
maintenance of their ecological character and preventing their degradation. It is
inappropriate to build and operate a gas import terminal in the middle of one of the
most precious environments in Victoria and an internationally significant wetland. If
the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water
into the Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife.
There is so much we do not know about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will
affect marine life in Westernport. The impact modelling completed by AGL is not
comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate. Furthermore, current
Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high conservation value areas
like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State Environment Protectio

My name is Mandy Robertson and I visit Westernport Bay often.
Western Port Bay is as important as every other environment when we look at the bigger picture of
climate change and the need to move away from fossil fuels in the long term. Renewables are the
way forward not new gas projects.
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the
opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty
and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this proposal unacceptable
under its current form and that I will point to in my submission but the issue that concerns me most is
the negative impact on greenhouse gas emissions in Victoria.
Natural environments play a crucial role in both the mental and physical health of the communities
who access them. The potential loss of nature and access to green spaces can contribute to mental
distress and environmental grief experienced by communities who place significance on these areas.
This can detrimentally impact on the long-term mental health of a community. Excessive exposure to
noise and light pollution in areas of recreation or among households can result in loss of sleep and
irritability. As well as increased prevalence of anxiety and a lack of ability to focus. The impacts of
noise and light pollution can result in increased prevalence of mental health conditions in a
community.
While I do not think this will impact tourism and recreation significantly it will still undermine decadeslong efforts to regenerate Westernport Bay. Westernport Bay has been considered an industrial area
in the past but that perception has been steadily shifting. More and more people now regard the Bay
as a site of high ecological and recreational importance. The gas import terminal proposal would be a
step backwards for this perception and may derail efforts to protect the further enhance the area for
the environment and for recreational users.
Australia has committed to promote the conservation and wise use of wetlands as a signatory of the
Ramsar Convention on Wetlands of International Importance. This is understood as the maintenance
of their ecological character and preventing their degradation. It is inappropriate to build and operate a
gas import terminal in the middle of one of the most precious environments in Victoria and an
internationally significant wetland.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into the Bay
each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know
about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The impact
modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate.
Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high conservation value
areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State Environment Protection Policy (Waters). AGL has
so far been unsuccessful in their attempts to weaken these laws. Combining the poor impact
assessments and the fact that the plan currently does not meet the legal requirements this proposal
should not continue.
Millions of Australians consider climate change not to be a threat in the distant future but a dangerous
reality we face right now. We are on track for several degrees Celsius of warming by the end of the
century if we do not curb our emissions from fossil fuels. The plummeting costs of renewables and
energy storage has rendered fossil fuel projects not only a threat to our environment but also bad
business. Corporations like AGL should be investing more in renewables and supporting consumers
to move away from gas instead of investing in soon-to-be stranded assets. This proposal to build a
gas import terminal is not consistent with what we need to do to create a safe climate.
Small marine organisms which make up the foundations of the ecosystem - like plankton and fish
eggs - would be the most impacted by this proposal. Locally they would be unable to escape being
pulled into the ship intake and being subjected to chlorine levels far above safe levels. The impact is
likely to be significant with nearly half a billion litres of water being drawn into the intakes each day.
This enormous quantity of colder chlorinated water would be dumped back into the Bay and disperse
with the current thereby further affecting marine wildlife.

Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment assessment of the Crib
Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined above, the negative impact on greenhouse
gas emissions in Victoria would be unacceptable. There are many other viable, and more suitable,
options Victoria can pursue to ensure that we meet our energy needs without exposing the precious
wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique wildlife which depend on this ecosystem, or the local
community to any harm.
Sincerely,
Mandy Robertson
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Road
The Patch
Vic 3792
10/09/2020
Concern re AGL’s plan for a floating gas import terminal
at Crib Point
I am writing to inform you that I am opposed to AGL’s plan for a floating
gas import terminal at Crib Point. There are many reasons for this
1) The increased shipping activity in Western Port bay would impact on
the larger marine animals like seals and dolphins
2) Western Port Bay is home to the Weedy Sea Dragon, Victoria’s
marine emblem-increased activity in the area could impact on this
amazing creature..
3) It would negatively impact on the Ramsar Wetlands.
4) It would have a detrimental impact on tourism, at a minimum
through loss of visual amenity.
5) It would certainly impact the local fishing industries
6) It would increase climate pollution from more dirty fossil fuels –Victoria
should be phasing out fossil fuels not encouraging their use.
Obviously many of these impacts would also affect the local economy
negatively.
I urge you to ensure that you set a good example to future generations, and
protect the natural and commercial amenity of Westernport Bay by
rejecting this proposal.
Yours sincerely
Jennifer Francis
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My name is Jasmine Alexandra and I care about the environment in Westernport
Bay. Because it is a unique Ramsar listed site and needs to be preserved as a matter
priority. We need to protect the natural environment from the proposed AGL
terminal. This area is home to hundreds of species of flora, fauna and sea life. I
thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning
for the opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the
Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues
which should deem this proposal unacceptable under its current form and that I will
point to in my submission but the issue that concerns me most is the impact on our
internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife. Natural environments play a
crucial role in both the mental and physical health of the communities who access
them. The potential loss of nature and access to green spaces can contribute to
mental distress and environmental grief experienced by communities who place
significance on these areas. This can detrimentally impact on the long-term mental
health of a community. Excessive exposure to noise and light pollution in areas of
recreation or among households can result in loss of sleep and irritability. As well as
increased prevalence of anxiety and a lack of ability to focus. The impacts of noise
and light pollution can result in increased prevalence of mental health conditions in
a community. Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of
Australia. People come to see the little penguins and the migrating Humpback and
Southern Right whales as well as other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The
industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating
Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of the area and be
inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This
could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination. Wetlands are among the
most biodiverse ecosystems on earth. They combine land and water which allows
them to be home to at least 1350 species including migratory birds like the critically
endangered Orange-Bellied Parrot. Half of the Westernport Bay wetland is made up
of seagrass beds which are a nursery site for prawns and fish. Westernport Bay is
also the most significant site for mangroves in Victoria. Mangroves stabilise
sediment and protect the shoreline from erosion. The shoreline directly around the
Crib Point jetty is an extensive mangrove stand. Wetlands should be protected as a
key habitat for an incredible array of plants and animals rather than being subject to
potentially damaging projects like this gas import terminal proposed by AGL. If the
project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water
into the Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife.
There is so much we do not know about how t
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My name is Christabel Wigley and I live in the Westernport Bay area. I have lived on
Western port bay for the last 26 years.It is a unique and pristine bay that has
abundant marine life and thriving wet lands, that are so important to preserve, for
future generations. I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the
Minister for Planning for the opportunity to make a submission to the environment
assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a
variety of issues which should deem this proposal unacceptable under its current
form and that I will point to in my submission but the issue that concerns me most is
the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife. The beach and
reserve area around Crib Point jetty is a popular spot for residents and visitors alike.
Access to the reserve and surrounding areas is likely to be affected by the loss of
bush or by disruptions because of maintenance or high noise. The EES notes that
there is not a comparable reserve area nearby. The increased number of ships
coming into Westernport Bay and the strict exclusion zones will mean boaters or
sailors will have more disruptive ship traffic to contend with. Fishers will enjoy less
catch as a result of the impact of increased shipping and toxic chlorination of the
important nursery seagrass surrounding the Crib Point jetty. Phillip Island is the
second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come to see the
little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as
other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport
Bay in the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit
will undermine the beauty of the area and be inconsistent with the perception that
it is a pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular
tourist destination. Wetlands are among the most biodiverse ecosystems on earth.
They combine land and water which allows them to be home to at least 1350
species including migratory birds like the critically endangered Orange-Bellied
Parrot. Half of the Westernport Bay wetland is made up of seagrass beds which are a
nursery site for prawns and fish. Westernport Bay is also the most significant site for
mangroves in Victoria. Mangroves stabilise sediment and protect the shoreline from
erosion. The shoreline directly around the Crib Point jetty is an extensive mangrove
stand. Wetlands should be protected as a key habitat for an incredible array of
plants and animals rather than being subject to potentially damaging projects like
this gas import terminal proposed by AGL. If the project is approved AGL could
dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into the Bay each day which could
have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know about
how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The
impact modelling comp
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2
the project and insist that final risk assessments, using real-life data, are undertaken by an
independent expert.
We are also concerned that the impact on Western Port’s fragile mangrove, saltmarsh and
seagrass ecosystems of dumping up to 468 million litres of cold chlorinated water into the
bay each day is unknown and could cause untold damage. The proposed discharge also
contravenes clause 22 of the State Environment Protection Policy (Waters), which states
clearly that it is prohibited to release new wastewater into “waters of high conservation
value”. As part of UNESCO’s Western Port Biosphere, Crib Point jetty most certainly fits this
category.
In conclusion, we agree with Mornington Shire Council’s unanimous finding on 17 August
that the EES is “fundamentally deficient” and that the FSRU “poses an unacceptable risk to
the environment”. We therefore urge Minister Wynne and the Advisory Committee to reject
this project.
Yours sincerely,

Meredith Sherlock

_________________________________________________________________________________
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My name is Angus McDiarmid and I care about the environment in Westernport Bay.
It is such a beauty area with so many glorious marine and national parks around it. I
thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning
for the opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the
Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues
which should deem this proposal unacceptable under its current form and that I will
point to in my submission but the issue that concerns me most is the impact on our
internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife. The beach and reserve area
around Crib Point jetty is a popular spot for residents and visitors alike. Access to the
reserve and surrounding areas is likely to be affected by the loss of bush or by
disruptions because of maintenance or high noise. The EES notes that there is not a
comparable reserve area nearby. The increased number of ships coming into
Westernport Bay and the strict exclusion zones will mean boaters or sailors will have
more disruptive ship traffic to contend with. Fishers will enjoy less catch as a result
of the impact of increased shipping and toxic chlorination of the important nursery
seagrass surrounding the Crib Point jetty. Phillip Island is the second most tourismdependent region in all of Australia. People come to see the little penguins and the
migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other incredible marine
and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of huge
gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty
of the area and be inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected
wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination. Wetlands
are among the most biodiverse ecosystems on earth. They combine land and water
which allows them to be home to at least 1350 species including migratory birds like
the critically endangered Orange-Bellied Parrot. Half of the Westernport Bay
wetland is made up of seagrass beds which are a nursery site for prawns and fish.
Westernport Bay is also the most significant site for mangroves in Victoria.
Mangroves stabilise sediment and protect the shoreline from erosion. The shoreline
directly around the Crib Point jetty is an extensive mangrove stand. Wetlands should
be protected as a key habitat for an incredible array of plants and animals rather
than being subject to potentially damaging projects like this gas import terminal
proposed by AGL. If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres
of chlorinated water into the Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on
marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know about how this cold chlorinated
wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The impact modelling completed
by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate. Furthermore,
current Victorian
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My name is Michael McInnes and I care about the environment in Westernport Bay.
French island is one of the most peaceful and naturally stunning places I have ever
visited. Any disruption to the ecosystem there would be devastating to the animal
and human life that call the island home, not to mention the surrounding area. I
thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning
for the opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the
Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues
which should deem this proposal unacceptable under its current form and that I will
point to in my submission but the issue that concerns me most is the negative
impact on greenhouse gas emissions in Victoria. A new fossil fuel project like the gas
import terminal which AGL is proposing would introduce new risks to the local
community and visitors to the area. These risks include exposing people to toxic
hydrocarbons which may leak from the facility and increased risk of accidental fire
and explosion as noted in EES Technical Report K. The nearest homes to the import
facility are about 1.5 kms away and Wooleys Beach is also close to the site. AGL have
completed only preliminary quantitative risk assessments on these risks and have
deemed the risk acceptable on that basis. It is not acceptable to present preliminary
studies and the EES should not continue until we have an independent expert to
provide final risk assessments. Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent
region in all of Australia. People come to see the little penguins and the migrating
Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other incredible marine and
wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas
tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of
the area and be inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected
wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination. Wetlands
are among the most biodiverse ecosystems on earth. They combine land and water
which allows them to be home to at least 1350 species including migratory birds like
the critically endangered Orange-Bellied Parrot. Half of the Westernport Bay
wetland is made up of seagrass beds which are a nursery site for prawns and fish.
Westernport Bay is also the most significant site for mangroves in Victoria.
Mangroves stabilise sediment and protect the shoreline from erosion. The shoreline
directly around the Crib Point jetty is an extensive mangrove stand. Wetlands should
be protected as a key habitat for an incredible array of plants and animals rather
than being subject to potentially damaging projects like this gas import terminal
proposed by AGL. If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres
of chlorinated water into the Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on
marine wildlife. There is so much we
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My name is Annie Zawada and I care about the environment in Westernport Bay. I
care about preserving what little natural environmental protections we have in
place. National parks and marine parks should be protected within and surrounding
their fragile environments to ensure the survival of the flora and fauna living within.
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning
for the opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the
Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues
which should deem this proposal unacceptable under its current form and that I will
point to in my submission but the issue that concerns me most is the impact on our
internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife. The beach and reserve area
around Crib Point jetty is a popular spot for residents and visitors alike. Access to the
reserve and surrounding areas is likely to be affected by the loss of bush or by
disruptions because of maintenance or high noise. The EES notes that there is not a
comparable reserve area nearby. The increased number of ships coming into
Westernport Bay and the strict exclusion zones will mean boaters or sailors will have
more disruptive ship traffic to contend with. Fishers will enjoy less catch as a result
of the impact of increased shipping and toxic chlorination of the important nursery
seagrass surrounding the Crib Point jetty. Phillip Island is the second most tourismdependent region in all of Australia. People come to see the little penguins and the
migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other incredible marine
and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of huge
gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty
of the area and be inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected
wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination. Recent
research has shown that wetlands have the potential to capture and store large
amounts of carbon for hundreds of years. Wetlands should be protected and
enhanced for their role in the fight against climate change rather than being subject
to potentially damaging projects like this gas import terminal proposed by AGL. In
Victoria we have already bulldozed or drained most of our freshwater wetlands
which has contributed to the loss of approximately 35 per cent of wetlands
worldwide between 1970-2015. We cannot afford to lose any more as we face the
climate crisis. If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of
chlorinated water into the Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on
marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know about how this cold chlorinated
wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The impact modelling completed
by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate.
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My name is Abbey Lindner and I care about the environment in Westernport Bay. It
is a key environmental area with internationally recognized wetlands And wildlife. I
thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning
for the opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the
Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues
which should deem this proposal unacceptable under its current form and that I will
point to in my submission but the issue that concerns me most is the negative
impact on greenhouse gas emissions in Victoria. A new fossil fuel project like the gas
import terminal which AGL is proposing would introduce new risks to the local
community and visitors to the area. These risks include exposing people to toxic
hydrocarbons which may leak from the facility and increased risk of accidental fire
and explosion as noted in EES Technical Report K. The nearest homes to the import
facility are about 1.5 kms away and Wooleys Beach is also close to the site. AGL have
completed only preliminary quantitative risk assessments on these risks and have
deemed the risk acceptable on that basis. It is not acceptable to present preliminary
studies and the EES should not continue until we have an independent expert to
provide final risk assessments. Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent
region in all of Australia. People come to see the little penguins and the migrating
Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other incredible marine and
wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas
tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of
the area and be inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected
wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination. Australia
has committed to promote the conservation and wise use of wetlands as a signatory
of the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands of International Importance. This is
understood as the maintenance of their ecological character and preventing their
degradation. It is inappropriate to build and operate a gas import terminal in the
middle of one of the most precious environments in Victoria and an internationally
significant wetland. If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million
litres of chlorinated water into the Bay each day which could have a disastrous
impact on marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know about how this cold
chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The impact modelling
completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate.
Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high
conservation value areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State Environment
Protection Policy (Waters). AGL has so far been unsuccessful in their attempts to
weaken these laws. Combining the poor impact

Submission Cover Sheet
Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee EES

1145

Request to be heard?: No - but please email me a
Full Name:

James Cooper

Organisation:

No

Address of affected property:

Attachment 1:
Attachment 2:
Attachment 3:
Submission:

I object to the development by AGL as an Australian citizen and resident of NSW
concerned for the safety of our unique Australian environment that we do not own
but rather care for for future generations. Our environment with its unique
biodiversity should be protected above all commercial energy interests for the
benefit of all Australians present and future.
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My name is Taariq Hassan and I visit Westernport Bay often.
When I am not in lockdown I go surfing at Point Leo on a weekly basis. I care about the flora and fauna in
the sea there. I cannot stand by and see a huge fossil fuel gas company pump a huge amount of
chlorinated water into Westernport bay .
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the opportunity to
make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline
project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this proposal unacceptable under its current form
and that I will point to in my submission but the issue that concerns me most is the impact on our
internationally recognized wetlands and wildlife.
The beach and reserve area around Crib Point jetty is a popular spot for residents and visitors alike.
Access to the reserve and surrounding areas is likely to be affected by the loss of bush or by disruptions
because of maintenance or high noise. The EES notes that there is not a comparable reserve area nearby.
The increased number of ships coming into Westernport Bay and the strict exclusion zones will mean
boaters or sailors will have more disruptive ship traffic to contend with. Fishers will enjoy less catch as a
result of the impact of increased shipping and toxic chlorination of the important nursery seagrass
surrounding the Crib Point jetty.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come to see the little
penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other incredible marine and
wetland wildlife. The industrialization of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating
Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of the area and be inconsistent with the
perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist
destination.
Wetlands are among the most biodiverse ecosystems on earth. They combine land and water which allows
them to be home to at least 1350 species including migratory birds like the critically endangered OrangeBellied Parrot. Half of the Westernport Bay wetland is made up of seagrass beds which are a nursery site
for prawns and fish. Westernport Bay is also the most significant site for mangroves in Victoria. Mangroves
stabilize sediment and protect the shoreline from erosion. The shoreline directly around the Crib Point jetty
is an extensive mangrove stand. Wetlands should be protected as a key habitat for an incredible array of
plants and animals rather than being subject to potentially damaging projects like this gas import terminal
proposed by AGL.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into the Bay each
day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know about how
this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The impact modelling completed by
AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate. Furthermore, current Victorian laws
prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high conservation value areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of
the State Environment Protection Policy (Waters). AGL has so far been unsuccessful in their attempts to
weaken these laws. Combining the poor impact assessments and the fact that the plan currently does not
meet the legal requirements this proposal should not continue.
Millions of Australians consider climate change not to be a threat in the distant future but a dangerous
reality we face right now. We are on track for several degrees Celsius of warming by the end of the century
if we do not curb our emissions from fossil fuels. The plummeting costs of renewables and energy storage
has rendered fossil fuel projects not only a threat to our environment but also bad business. Corporations
like AGL should be investing more in renewables and supporting consumers to move away from gas
instead of investing in soon-to-be stranded assets. This proposal to build a gas import terminal is not
consistent with what we need to do to create a safe climate.
Small marine organisms which make up the foundations of the ecosystem - like plankton and fish eggs would be the most impacted by this proposal. Locally they would be unable to escape being pulled into the
ship intake and being subjected to chlorine levels far above safe levels. The impact is likely to be significant
with nearly half a billion litres of water being drawn into the intakes each day. This enormous quantity of
colder chlorinated water would be dumped back into the Bay and disperse with the current thereby further
affecting marine wildlife.

Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas
import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined above, the impact on our internationally recognized
wetlands and wildlife would be unacceptable. There are many other viable, and more suitable, options
Victoria can pursue to ensure that we meet our energy needs without exposing the precious wetlands of
Westernport Bay, the unique wildlife which depend on this ecosystem, or the local community to any harm.
Sincerely,
Taariq Hassan
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My name is Natalie Nana and I care about the environment in Westernport Bay. The
Westernport Bay area is a important ecological resource that we should be
protecting. I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister
for Planning for the opportunity to make a submission to the environment
assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a
variety of issues which should deem this proposal unacceptable under its current
form and that I will point to in my submission but the issue that concerns me most is
the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife. The beach and
reserve area around Crib Point jetty is a popular spot for residents and visitors alike.
Access to the reserve and surrounding areas is likely to be affected by the loss of
bush or by disruptions because of maintenance or high noise. The EES notes that
there is not a comparable reserve area nearby. The increased number of ships
coming into Westernport Bay and the strict exclusion zones will mean boaters or
sailors will have more disruptive ship traffic to contend with. Phillip Island is the
second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come to see the
little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as
other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport
Bay in the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit
will undermine the beauty of the area. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular
tourist destination. Wetlands should be protected and enhanced for their role in the
fight against climate change rather than being subject to potentially damaging
projects like this gas import terminal proposed by AGL. In Victoria we have already
bulldozed or drained most of our freshwater wetlands which has contributed to the
loss of approximately 35 per cent of wetlands worldwide between 1970-2015. We
cannot afford to lose any more as we face the climate crisis. If the project is
approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into the Bay
each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much
we do not know about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life
in Westernport. The impact modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and
in some cases totally inappropriate. Thank you once again for the opportunity to
contribute to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas
pipeline project. As outlined above, the impact on our internationally recognised
wetlands and wildlife would be unacceptable. There are many other viable, and
more suitable, options Victoria can pursue to ensure that we meet our energy needs
without exposing the precious wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique wildlife
which depend on this ecosystem, or the local community to any harm. Sincerely,
Natalie Nana
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My name is Bray Rowley and I visit Westernport Bay often. It’s a beautiful area that
needs to be left untouched I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee
and the Minister for Planning for the opportunity to make a submission to the
environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project.
There are a variety of issues which should deem this proposal unacceptable under its
current form and that I will point to in my submission but the issue that concerns me
most is the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife. A new
fossil fuel project like the gas import terminal which AGL is proposing would
introduce new risks to the local community and visitors to the area. These risks
include exposing people to toxic hydrocarbons which may leak from the facility and
increased risk of accidental fire and explosion as noted in EES Technical Report K.
The nearest homes to the import facility are about 1.5 kms away and Wooleys Beach
is also close to the site. AGL have completed only preliminary quantitative risk
assessments on these risks and have deemed the risk acceptable on that basis. It is
not acceptable to present preliminary studies and the EES should not continue until
we have an independent expert to provide final risk assessments. Phillip Island is
the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come to see
the little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well
as other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport
Bay in the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit
will undermine the beauty of the area and be inconsistent with the perception that
it is a pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular
tourist destination. Wetlands are among the most biodiverse ecosystems on earth.
They combine land and water which allows them to be home to at least 1350
species including migratory birds like the critically endangered Orange-Bellied
Parrot. Half of the Westernport Bay wetland is made up of seagrass beds which are a
nursery site for prawns and fish. Westernport Bay is also the most significant site for
mangroves in Victoria. Mangroves stabilise sediment and protect the shoreline from
erosion. The shoreline directly around the Crib Point jetty is an extensive mangrove
stand. Wetlands should be protected as a key habitat for an incredible array of
plants and animals rather than being subject to potentially damaging projects like
this gas import terminal proposed by AGL. If the project is approved AGL could
dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into the Bay each day which could
have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know about
how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The
impact modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases totally
inappropriate.
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My name is Luca and I am 8 years old. I live in Somers and I love surfing and seeing
dolphins when I am out surfing or just at the beach. I don’t think AGL should be
allowed to build a gas plant at Crib Point because it could hurt the marine animals or
make them move away. The boats will make a lot of noise and could mess up
dolphins’ echolocation. Or the big ships might hit marine life like dolphins and also
whales which we lucky enough to get them in Westernport Bay. There could also
be oil spills like the Mauritius oil spill which stayed there for ages and killed a bunch
of sea life. Please don’t let this project go ahead. I love having dolphins in
Westernport Bay. Can you be sure they will be safe?
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I live and work 10 minutes from Western Port. My family are farmers and food
producers with agritourism as part of our business. Western Port is a key natural
asset in our region and central to my family's life on the Mornington Peninsula. We
swim and fish in the bay, walk its shore, and enjoy its wild state on a weekly basis. It
represents the region's 'brand' somewhat, as a symbol for nature and sustainability
in tourism and other business that draw on the Peninsula's natural environment,
either directly or by association. There are a variety of issues that must deem the
current proposal unacceptable - the impact on Western Port's businesses and
overall community health is at stake, let alone a deep and lasting diminishment of
the natural environment. Protecting our natural environment is key to a sustainable
economic future, with long term benefits to the wellbeing of locals and visitors. The
current proposal represents significant risks to the environment. It also represents a
significant 'uglification' of Western Port. We are a tourism-dependent region.
Westernport supports this not only directly through penguin and whale watching,
but also via fishing, day trippers and weekenders staying on or near the bay. They all
support the local economy. The further industrialisation of Westernport Bay via gas
tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of
the area and be inconsistent with it being protected wetland and our national
agreements under Australia's committment as a signatory of the 'Ramsar
Convention on Wetlands of International Importance' ; conservation of the bay's
ecological character and prevention of its degradation are national commitments
that shouldn't be undermined by a project that offers the local community and the
nation very little going forward. It is entirely inappropriate to build and operate a gas
import terminal in Western Port. We just got over the last efforts of industry to
wreck the joint; it shouldn't be seen as permission to do it again. I understand AGL
may dump huge amounts of chlorinated water into the Bay each day, which will
have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. Furthermore, current Victorian laws
prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high conservation value areas like
Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State Environment Protection Policy (Waters).
AGL has so far been unsuccessful in their attempts to weaken these laws. Combining
the poor impact assessments and the fact that the plan currently does not meet the
legal requirements, this proposal must not continue. I want my kids and my kids'
kids to value and enjoy Western Port as a natural environment. Erosion of the
protections it has and should enjoy are erosion of my family's future. As for
supporting a new fossil fuel project in an era when all knowledge suggests this is
madness, is just plain silly. Yours faithfully Jason Cotter
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I Sachi Rowe and care about the environment in Westernport Bay. We live in a
beautiful country and should do everything in our power to protect the unique
environments and wildlife. Westport Bay fits that criteria and deserves our attention
to keep it pristine for the future generations. I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and
Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the opportunity to make a
submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas
pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this proposal
unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to in my submission but the
issue that concerns me most is the impact on our internationally recognised
wetlands and wildlife. A new fossil fuel project like the gas import terminal which
AGL is proposing would introduce new risks to the local community and visitors to
the area. These risks include exposing people to toxic hydrocarbons which may leak
from the facility and increased risk of accidental fire and explosion as noted in EES
Technical Report K. The nearest homes to the import facility are about 1.5 kms away
and Wooleys Beach is also close to the site. AGL have completed only preliminary
quantitative risk assessments on these risks and have deemed the risk acceptable on
that basis. It is not acceptable to present preliminary studies and the EES should not
continue until we have an independent expert to provide final risk assessments.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People
come to see the little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right
whales as well as other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation
of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and
Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of the area and be inconsistent with
the perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip
Island as a popular tourist destination. Australia has committed to promote the
conservation and wise use of wetlands as a signatory of the Ramsar Convention on
Wetlands of International Importance. This is understood as the maintenance of
their ecological character and preventing their degradation. It is inappropriate to
build and operate a gas import terminal in the middle of one of the most precious
environments in Victoria and an internationally significant wetland. If the project is
approved AGL could dump litres of chlorinated water into the Bay each day which
could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know
about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport.
The impact modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases
totally inappropriate. Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of
wastewater in high conservation value areas like Westernport Bay. Yours Sincerely
Sachi Rowe
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Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee
Inquiry into AGL’s Gas Import Jetty and Pipeline Works Proposal
24 August 2020
Dear Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee,
I would like to make a submission to the Inquiry into AGL’s proposal including two components:
● Gas Import Jetty Works comprising a floating storage and regasification unit (FSRU) at Crib Point
Jetty, jetty infrastructure including marine loading arms and gas piping on the jetty, and the Crib
Point Receiving Facility on land adjacent to the jetty.
● Pipeline Works consisting of an underground gas transmission pipeline approximately 57
kilometres long to transport gas from the Crib Point Receiving Facility to the Victorian
Transmission System east of Pakenham, and associated infrastructure such as the Pakenham
Delivery Facility to monitor and regulate the gas, two above-ground mainline valves to enable
isolation of the pipeline in an emergency and a facility to enable in-line inspections of the pipeline.
My name is David McCallum, and I have lived in Mount Martha for 23 years. I grew up in Perth but spent
my 20’s and 30’s living in Brisbane, Townsville, Sydney and Canberra. When I arrived in Mount Martha it
was with a young family and the ocean has been a constant in our lives. The children grew up at the beach
and boating on the water. I have spent a lot of time in the last 20 years boating – just ask my wife!
We as a family were never far from the ocean and I have many special happy memories of the relaxed,
fun-filled days.
Living elsewhere in Australia has allowed me to appreciate how lucky Melbourne is to have two pristine
bays full of marine life. Many other states would be so envious if they knew. For 9 months of the year
Westernport is exhilarating. From Cannons Creek, to Flinders, to Rhyll, the water is alive with anglers,
yachties, surfers and charter boats all enjoying the bay. This is only possible because of the cleanliness of
the water and the ecosystems that it supports. There is a real sense of community on the water and the
various beaches, walking tracks, and wetlands around Westernport.
Westernport is my happy place. Being on and around the water fills me with a sense of calmness and
relaxes me. In the near future I will retire and plan to spend even more time on Westernport. The thought of
AGL, with its appalling record of environmental failures, being allowed to operate in this priceless and
incredibly sensitive area fills me with dread. How could Victoria even consider risking this jewel?
AGL’s proposal poses many threats to the environment and local community. Whilst assessing this project,
I ask and encourage you to consider the following reasons why AGL’s proposal should not go ahead:
1.

We need to protect our wetlands. Wetlands are amazing places. Combining land and water, they
are home to an incredible array of plants and animals and are among the most biodiverse
ecosystems on earth. Recent research has shown that they have the potential to capture and store
large amounts of carbon for hundreds of years. Wetlands should be protected and enhanced for
their role in the fight against climate change, not being subject to potentially damaging projects like
AGL’s proposal.

2.

AGL plans to dump toxic wastewater, breaching Victorian laws. If the project is approved AGL
could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water each day. They would draw this water from
the Bay and use it to thaw the frozen gas. The water would be chlorinated to destroy all living
material, and cooled by around 7 degrees Celsius before being dumped back into the Bay. Other
impacts could include the clearing of wetlands, dredging of the Bay floor, chemical and petroleum
leaks and spills, local noise and light pollution, and disruption to marine life..Victorian
environmental legislation (SEPP Waters) in its clause 22 prohibits the Environmental Protection
Agency from granting to a corporation a permit to discharge wastewater in high conservation value
areas. Westernport Bay is a Ramsar site and a high conservation value area under Victorian
legislation. AGL is seeking to proceed with their project despite existing legislation prohibiting their
proposed operation.

3.

AGL’s Environment Effect Statement does not properly address the risk of oil spills.
Increased ship traffic in Westernport Bay increases the risk of accidents such as oil spills. AGL’s
EES does not include an oil spill modelling / impact risk assessment. Due to existing operations oil
tankers would pass directly by the FSRU. We have already faced oil spills in the past such as the
Ethane pipeline incident in Port Phillip Bay. An oil spill within the internationally important Ramsar
wetland of Westernport Bay could be catastrophic. It is simply not acceptable for a high-impact,
low-probability event such as an oil spill to not be fully addressed in the EES, and we should
demand that AGL investigate this risk and mitigation options in more detail.

4.

AGL has a history of deceptive and misleading behaviour, making them unfit to build and
operate a facility like this. Since 2003 AGL has incurred more than $7 million worth of fines, in
some cases for deceptive and misleading behaviour. On the basis of AGL’s poor track record, and
the incredibly high risks involved with this proposal, is AGL really fit to build and operate a gas
import terminal in Westernport Bay?

5.

Imported gas can be as bad as coal for the planet. For gas to be a lesser evil than coal for
electricity production, methane leakage should remain below 3.2% during the whole supply chain,
otherwise gas becomes just as polluting, if not more polluting than coal. Recent studies have
shown that we have previously underestimated how much methane is released to the atmosphere
during gas production. It has been found that onshore gas fields in the United States have levels of
leakage of 2-17%. Despite these findings the Australian Industry and Government report far lower
emission intensities for unconventional gas emissions based on default emissions factors rather
than on reliable measurements.

Thank you for the opportunity to contribute to the environment assessment of the Crib Point Gas Import
Jetty and Gas Pipeline Project. As outlined above, the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands
and wildlife would be unacceptable.
Sincerely,
David McCallum
Dominion Rd, Mount Martha, VIC, 3181
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Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee
Inquiry into AGL’s Gas Import Jetty and Pipeline Works Proposal
24/08/2020
Dear Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee,
I would like to make a submission to the Inquiry into AGL’s proposal including two components:
● Gas Import Jetty Works comprising a floating storage and regasification unit (FSRU) at Crib Point
Jetty, jetty infrastructure including marine loading arms and gas piping on the jetty, and the Crib
Point Receiving Facility on land adjacent to the jetty.
● Pipeline Works consisting of an underground gas transmission pipeline approximately 57
kilometres long to transport gas from the Crib Point Receiving Facility to the Victorian Transmission
System east of Pakenham, and associated infrastructure such as the Pakenham Delivery Facility to
monitor and regulate the gas, two above-ground mainline valves to enable isolation of the pipeline
in an emergency and a facility to enable in-line inspections of the pipeline.
I am Stephanie Lewis, a Horticulturalist deeply invested in the natural world and currently
undertaking study of Conservation and Land Management. I’m a Melbournian - born and raised,
here we are in this stunning middle ground between the cool Southerly winds from the Arctic Ocean
and the hotter inland air, I’ve grown to know this very well but ultimately, here we are very aware
that the weather patterns are changing.
As young girl of we would stay by the beach in Indented Head – Port Philip Bay during the summer,
this is where I learned the taste of the salty sea, experienced mystery around the jelly-like egg sacks
of sea snails that would wash up on the sand, and the taste of flathead squid that my father would
fish for us to share with our little ocean holiday family. Learning how to negotiate with tides and
currents brought great confidence to the young woman I would become. Getting older, we ventured
further, and ocean track hiking became an absolute necessity in the summer months for us young
Melbournians, whether it be along Great Ocean Walk in the Otway Ranges, or at Wilsons Prom. This
love has lead me all the way up the East coast to breathe in the salty air and dive into the wild waves
and ocean currents, feeling the wholeness and the connection of our oceans with the rest of the
world. Snorkelling at the Great Barrier Reef was one of the most unusual and satisfying experiences
of my life. Finding our way out to one of the few unaffected spots for coral bleaching, I was in awe at
the variety of colours and unearthly movements of the living coral systems and stunning fish
amongst them. I simply love to swim the ocean, and I deeply miss it during the COVID Lockdown.
I have heard of this project from many sources, no one seems happy about this proposal. I am
prompted to write today by an online workshop from community within The Wilderness Society.
Melbourne (Naam), is built on wetlands and mangroves and Western Port Bay is a misnomer, there
is no port. This is a RAMSAR protected bay and many species lived here that are threatened by a
project like this AGL pipeline proposal. As a budding conservationist, I deeply feel for the damage
this could cause – for the ocean itself, the land that will be pulled up for the pipeline as well as the
light and air pollution of burning gases. We have cleaner energy options coming to the forefront and
it’s saddening to see such a progressive city like Melbourne consider allowing this, it’s going
backward. The icon and heritage of our land completely lost – my young nephews, or even myself
never even having the opportunity to see the endangered Southern Brown Bandicoot in the Heathy
Woodland. The ocean itself and its surrounding ecosystems assaulted, in the face of Climate

Change… This is entirely irresponsible and just considering this sets in a feeling of inescapable doom
for the future of the beautiful world that I am part of, that we’re all a part of.
We need to protect our wetlands
Wetlands are amazing places. Combining land and water, they are home to an incredible array of
plants and animals and are among the most biodiverse ecosystems on earth. More than that, recent
research has shown that they have the potential to capture and store large amounts of carbon for
hundreds of years. Wetlands should be protected and enhanced for their role in the fight against
climate change, not being subject to potentially damaging projects like AGL’s proposal.
Unfortunately, in Victoria we have already bulldozed or drained most of our freshwater wetlands,
contributing to the loss of approximately 35% of the world’s wetlands between 1970-2015.
As a signatory of the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands of International Importance, the Australian
commonwealth has committed to promote the conservation and wise use of wetlands, understood
as the maintenance of their ecological character and preventing their degradation. It is totally
inappropriate to build and operate a gas import terminal in the middle of one of Victoria’s most
precious environments and an internationally significant wetland.
AGL plans to dump toxic wastewater, breaching Victorian laws
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water each day.
They would draw this water from the Bay and use it to thaw the frozen gas. The water would be
chlorinated to destroy all living material and cooled by around 7 degrees Celsius before being
dumped back into the Bay.
Victorian environmental legislation (SEPP Waters) in its clause 22 prohibits the Environmental
Protection Agency from granting to a corporation a permit to discharge wastewater in high
conservation value areas. Westernport Bay is a Ramsar site and a high conservation value area under
Victorian legislation. Because of that, AGL sought to weaken our environmental laws so that they
would be allowed to discharge wastewater.
In 2018 AGL made a submission to modify the SEPP Waters to allow companies to dump wastewater
in high conservation value areas and clear the path for their polling gas import terminal.
Thankfully, the EPA rejected AGL’s submission. However, AGL is seeking to proceed with their
project despite existing legislation prohibiting their proposed operation.
There is so much we do not know about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life
in Westernport Bay.

Thank you for the opportunity to contribute to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas
import jetty and gas pipeline project.
As outlined above, the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife would be
unacceptable. I invite any further discussion via email at

Sincerely,
Stephanie Lewis
Tyler St, Sunshine, Victoria 3020
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I have had serious concerns regarding environmental effects and who is responsible
for costs if a disastrous event occurred. I have skimmed over the environmental
report . I only have two days to read this large document in its entirety. The date for
objections is unrealistic considering covid lockdowns are in place. The community is
unable to properly discuss this huge project.
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My name is Chris Ramsay and I live in the Westernport Bay area. It’s a great place
for natural recreation and families can enjoy a unique experience of Natural wild life
and geography via easily accessible means to bay and shoreline locations. Local
wildlife attractions help small business with visitors. I thank the Crib Point Inquiry
and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the opportunity to make
a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and
gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this proposal
unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to in my submission but the
issue that concerns me most is the impact on our internationally recognised
wetlands and wildlife. A new fossil fuel project like the gas import terminal which
AGL is proposing would introduce new risks to the local community and visitors to
the area. These risks include exposing people to toxic hydrocarbons which may leak
from the facility and increased risk of accidental fire and explosion as noted in EES
Technical Report K. The nearest homes to the import facility are about 1.5 kms away
and Wooleys Beach is also close to the site. AGL have completed only preliminary
quantitative risk assessments on these risks and have deemed the risk acceptable on
that basis. It is not acceptable to present preliminary studies and the EES should not
continue until we have an independent expert to provide final risk assessments.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People
come to see the little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right
whales as well as other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation
of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and
Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of the area and be inconsistent with
the perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip
Island as a popular tourist destination. Wetlands are among the most biodiverse
ecosystems on earth. They combine land and water which allows them to be home
to at least 1350 species including migratory birds like the critically endangered
Orange-Bellied Parrot. Half of the Westernport Bay wetland is made up of seagrass
beds which are a nursery site for prawns and fish. Westernport Bay is also the most
significant site for mangroves in Victoria. Mangroves stabilise sediment and protect
the shoreline from erosion. The shoreline directly around the Crib Point jetty is an
extensive mangrove stand. Wetlands should be protected as a key habitat for an
incredible array of plants and animals rather than being subject to potentially
damaging projects like this gas import terminal proposed by AGL. If the project is
approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into the Bay
each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife.
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My name is Lilly Harris and I visit Westernport Bay often.
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for
Planning for the opportunity to make a submission to the environment
assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. There
are a variety of issues which should deem this proposal unacceptable under
its current form and that I will point to in my submission but the issue that
concerns me most is the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands
and wildlife.
The beach and reserve area around Crib Point jetty is a popular spot for
residents and visitors alike. Access to the reserve and surrounding areas is
likely to be affected by the loss of bush or by disruptions because of
maintenance or high noise. The EES notes that there is not a comparable
reserve area nearby. The increased number of ships coming into Westernport
Bay and the strict exclusion zones will mean boaters or sailors will have
more disruptive ship traffic to contend with. Fishers will enjoy less catch as a
result of the impact of increased shipping and toxic chlorination of the
important nursery seagrass surrounding the Crib Point jetty.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism dependent region in all of Australia.
People come to see the little penguins and the migrating Humpback and
Southern Right whales as well as other incredible marine and wetland
wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas
tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the
beauty of the area and be inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine
and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist
destination.
Australia has committed to promote the conservation and wise use of
wetlands as a signatory of the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands of
International Importance. This is understood as the maintenance of their
ecological character and preventing their degradation. It is inappropriate to
build and operate a gas import terminal in the middle of one of the most
precious environments in Victoria and an internationally significant wetland.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of
chlorinated water into the Bay each day which could have a disastrous
impact on marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know about how this
cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The
impact modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some
cases totally inappropriate. Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the
discharge of wastewater in high conservation value areas like Westernport

Bay clause 22 of the State Environment Protection Policy (Waters). AGL has
so far been unsuccessful in their attempts to weaken these laws. Combining
the poor impact assessments and the fact that the plan currently does not
meet the legal requirements this proposal should not continue.
The EES submitted by AGL grossly underestimates the potential for reducing
our demand for gas in Victoria. Victoria could reduce its gas consumption by
between 98 and 113 petajoules by 2030 through using existing technology
and targeted economic support according to a recent report written by energy
consultants Northmore Gordon. With the right government policies Victoria
could meet its energy needs without new gas including new gas fields or gas
import terminals like that proposed by AGL for Westernport Bay. These
measures will lower energy costs for consumers and reduce emissions under
most scenarios. This is the case even when a lot of our electricity is generated
by fossil fuels but will become even cheaper and less polluting as more of
our electricity is generated through renewables.
Small marine organisms which make up the foundations of the ecosystem
like plankton and fish eggs would be the most impacted by this proposal.
Locally they would be unable to escape being pulled into the ship intake and
being subjected to chlorine levels far above safe levels. The impact is likely
to be significant with nearly half a billion litres of water being drawn into the
intakes each day. This enormous quantity of colder chlorinated water would
be dumped back into the Bay and disperse with the current thereby further
affecting marine wildlife.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment
assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As
outlined above, the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and
wildlife would be unacceptable. There are many other viable, and more
suitable, options Victoria can pursue to ensure that we meet our energy
needs without exposing the precious wetlands of Westernport Bay, the
unique wildlife which depend on this ecosystem, or the local community to
any harm.
Sincerely,
Lilly Harris
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My name is Wendy Fleetwood and I live in the Westernport Bay area. I love the
natural beauty and wildlife in this unique area. I feel lucky to live here and I think it is
vitally important we protect it. I am totally opposed to the proposed AGL gas
terminal. I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister
for Planning for the opportunity to make a submission to the environment
assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a
variety of issues which should deem this proposal unacceptable under its current
form and that I will point to in my submission but the issue that concerns me most is
the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife. A new fossil fuel
project like the gas import terminal which AGL is proposing would introduce new
risks to the local community and visitors to the area. These risks include exposing
people to toxic hydrocarbons which may leak from the facility and increased risk of
accidental fire and explosion as noted in EES Technical Report K. The nearest homes
to the import facility are about 1.5 kms away and Wooleys Beach is also close to the
site. AGL have completed only preliminary quantitative risk assessments on these
risks and have deemed the risk acceptable on that basis. It is not acceptable to
present preliminary studies and the EES should not continue until we have an
independent expert to provide final risk assessments. Phillip Island is the second
most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come to see the little
penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other
incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in
the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will
undermine the beauty of the area and be inconsistent with the perception that it is a
pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist
destination. Recent research has shown that wetlands have the potential to capture
and store large amounts of carbon for hundreds of years. Wetlands should be
protected and enhanced for their role in the fight against climate change rather than
being subject to potentially damaging projects like this gas import terminal proposed
by AGL. In Victoria we have already bulldozed or drained most of our freshwater
wetlands which has contributed to the loss of approximately 35 per cent of wetlands
worldwide between 1970-2015. We cannot afford to lose any more as we face the
climate crisis. If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of
chlorinated water into the Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on
marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know about how this cold chlorinated
wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The impact modelling completed
by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate. Furthermore,
current Victorian laws prohibit th
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My name is Annabelle Dureau and I reside in the Westernport Bay area.
As I live in the area I am fortunate to be able to walk in the remarkable Warringine
Wetlands every day. Not only do I love the peace and tranquillity of the area, but as a Fine
Art Photographer I have recorded it's striking beauty and wildlife, including significant
migratory bird species.
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for
the opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas
import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this
proposal unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to in my submission but
the issue that concerns me most is the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands
and wildlife.
The beach and reserve area around Crib Point jetty is a popular spot for residents and
visitors alike. Access to the reserve and surrounding areas is likely to be affected by the loss
of bush or by disruptions because of maintenance or high noise. It is interesting that the
EES notes that there is not a comparable reserve area nearby. The increased number of
ships coming into Westernport Bay and the strict exclusion zones will mean boaters and
sailors will have more disruptive ship traffic to contend with. Fishers will enjoy less catch as
a result of the impact of increased shipping and toxic chlorination of the important nursery
seagrass surrounding the Crib Point jetty.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come
to see the little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well
as other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in
the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will
undermine the beauty of the area and be inconsistent with the perception that it is a
pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist
destination.
Wetlands are among the most biodiverse ecosystems on earth. They combine land and
water which allows them to be home to at least 1350 species including migratory birds like
the critically endangered Orange-Bellied Parrot. Half of the Westernport Bay wetland is
made up of seagrass beds which are a nursery site for prawns and fish. Westernport Bay is
also the most significant site for mangroves in Victoria. Mangroves stabilise sediment and
protect the shoreline from erosion. The shoreline directly around the Crib Point jetty is an
extensive mangrove stand. Wetlands should be protected as a key habitat for an incredible
array of plants and animals as it is well documented how the destruction of such eco
systems impact on the regulation of our planet. The proposed AGL gas import terminal
project is potentially damaging to this precious environment which has taken several
decades to evolve.
For example, if the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of
chlorinated water into the Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine
wildlife. There is so much we do not know about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will

affect marine life in Westernport. The impact modelling completed by AGL is not
comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate. Furthermore, current Victorian
laws prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high conservation value areas like
Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State Environment Protection Policy (Waters). AGL has
so far been unsuccessful in their attempts to weaken these laws. Combining the poor
impact assessments and the fact that the plan currently does not meet the legal
requirements, this proposal should not continue.
The EES submitted by AGL grossly underestimates the potential for reducing our demand
for gas in Victoria. Victoria could reduce its gas consumption by between 98 and 113
petajoules by 2030 through using existing technology and targeted economic support
according to a recent report written by energy consultants Northmore Gordon. With the
right government policies Victoria could meet its energy needs without new gas including
new gas fields or gas import terminals like that proposed by AGL for Westernport Bay.
These measures will lower energy costs for consumers and reduce emissions under most
scenarios. This is the case even when a lot of our electricity is generated by fossil fuels but
will become even cheaper and less polluting as more of our electricity is generated through
renewables.
Small marine organisms which make up the foundations of the ecosystem - like plankton
and fish eggs - would be the most impacted by this proposal. Locally they would be unable
to escape being pulled into the ship intake and being subjected to chlorine levels far above
safe levels. The impact is likely to be significant with nearly half a billion litres of water
being drawn into the intakes each day. This enormous quantity of colder chlorinated water
would be dumped back into the Bay and disperse with the current thereby further affecting
marine wildlife.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment assessment of
the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined above, the impact on
our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife would be unacceptable to our local
and national community. There are many other viable, and more suitable, options Victoria
can pursue to ensure that we meet our energy needs without exposing the precious
wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique wildlife which depend on this ecosystem, or the
local community to any harm.
Sincerely,
Annabelle Dureau
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My name is clair hirschausen and I live in the Westernport Bay area. The bay is
beautiful and filled with natural wildlife. It is a special place that I always visit when I
am feeling down. I also bring my children often here and it has a special place in our
hearts. I am so saddened by the thought of AGL being there. I thank the Crib Point
Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the opportunity to
make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty
and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this
proposal unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to in my
submission but the issue that concerns me most is the impact on our internationally
recognised wetlands and wildlife. A new fossil fuel project like the gas import
terminal which AGL is proposing would introduce new risks to the local community
and visitors to the area. These risks include exposing people to toxic hydrocarbons
which may leak from the facility and increased risk of accidental fire and explosion
as noted in EES Technical Report K. The nearest homes to the import facility are
about 1.5 kms away and Wooleys Beach is also close to the site. AGL have
completed only preliminary quantitative risk assessments on these risks and have
deemed the risk acceptable on that basis. It is not acceptable to present preliminary
studies and the EES should not continue until we have an independent expert to
provide final risk assessments. Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent
region in all of Australia. People come to see the little penguins and the migrating
Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other incredible marine and
wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas
tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of
the area and be inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected
wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination. Wetlands
are among the most biodiverse ecosystems on earth. They combine land and water
which allows them to be home to at least 1350 species including migratory birds like
the critically endangered Orange-Bellied Parrot. Half of the Westernport Bay
wetland is made up of seagrass beds which are a nursery site for prawns and fish.
Westernport Bay is also the most significant site for mangroves in Victoria.
Mangroves stabilise sediment and protect the shoreline from erosion. The shoreline
directly around the Crib Point jetty is an extensive mangrove stand. Wetlands should
be protected as a key habitat for an incredible array of plants and animals rather
than being subject to potentially damaging projects like this gas import terminal
proposed by AGL. If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres
of chlorinated water into the Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on
marine wildlife. There is so much w
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My name is Claudia Jagger and I live in the Westernport Bay area.
As a family we enjoy walking amongst a wetland of internationally recognised importance
and appreciate having this unique environment close by. We need to honour our Ramsar
signature to protect our marine life and bird life in sensitive wetland areas so future
generations can enjoy them in the way we do as a family.
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the
opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas
import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this
proposal unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to in my submission but
the issue that concerns me most is the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands
and wildlife.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come
to see the little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as
other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the
form of huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the
beauty of the area and be inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected
wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination.
Australia has committed to promote the conservation and wise use of wetlands as a
signatory of the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands of International Importance. This is
understood as the maintenance of their ecological character and preventing their
degradation. It is inappropriate to build and operate a gas import terminal in the middle of
one of the most precious environments in Victoria and an internationally significant
wetland.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into
the Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much
we do not know about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in
Westernport. The impact modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some
cases totally inappropriate. Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of
wastewater in high conservation value areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State
Environment Protection Policy (Waters). AGL has so far been unsuccessful in their attempts
to weaken these laws. Combining the poor impact assessments and the fact that the plan
currently does not meet the legal requirements this proposal should not continue.
Millions of Australians consider climate change not to be a threat in the distant future but a
dangerous reality we face right now. We are on track for several degrees Celsius of warming
by the end of the century if we do not curb our emissions from fossil fuels. The plummeting
costs of renewables and energy storage has rendered fossil fuel projects not only a threat to
our environment but also bad business. Corporations like AGL should be investing more in
renewables and supporting consumers to move away from gas instead of investing in soonto-be stranded assets. This proposal to build a gas import terminal is not consistent with
what we need to do to create a safe climate.

Small marine organisms which make up the foundations of the ecosystem - like plankton
and fish eggs - would be the most impacted by this proposal. Locally they would be unable
to escape being pulled into the ship intake and being subjected to chlorine levels far above
safe levels. The impact is likely to be significant with nearly half a billion litres of water being
drawn into the intakes each day. This enormous quantity of colder chlorinated water would
be dumped back into the Bay and disperse with the current thereby further affecting marine
wildlife.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment assessment of
the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined above, the impact on
our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife would be unacceptable. There are
many other viable, and more suitable, options Victoria can pursue to ensure that we meet
our energy needs without exposing the precious wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique
wildlife which depend on this ecosystem, or the local community to any harm.
Sincerely,
Claudia Jagger

Submission Cover Sheet
Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee EES

1161

Request to be heard?: No - but please email me a
Full Name:

Shelley Iles

Organisation:

No

Address of affected property:

Attachment 1:
Attachment 2:
Attachment 3:
Submission:

My name is Shelley Iles and I live in the Westernport Bay area. Having grown up
here, Westernport Bay is my home and now my children enjoy spending time on the
beaches, walking, swimming, snorkelling, paddle boarding, surfing and love the
special visits from the dolphins. Marine life that’s too precious to lose! There are a
variety of issues which should deem this proposal unacceptable and the devastating
impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife is what concerns me
most. Australia has committed to promote the conservation and wise use of
wetlands as a signatory of the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands of International
Importance. This is understood as the maintenance of their ecological character and
preventing their degradation. It is inappropriate to build and operate a gas import
terminal in the middle of one of the most precious environments in Victoria and an
internationally significant wetland. If the project is approved AGL could dump up to
468 million litres of chlorinated water into the Bay each day which could have a
disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know about how
this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The impact
modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases totally
inappropriate. Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of
wastewater in high conservation value areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the
State Environment Protection Policy (Waters). AGL has so far been unsuccessful in
their attempts to weaken these laws. Combining the poor impact assessments and
the fact that the plan currently does not meet the legal requirements this proposal
should not continue. Wetlands contain a disproportionate amount of the soil
carbon on our planet. Wetlands are responsible for storing between 20 and 30 per
cent of global soil carbon despite occupying only around 5 and 8 per cent of the
surface of the Earth. Protecting wetlands such as Westernport Bay Ramsar site
should be a priority to prevent the release of vast quantities of carbon pollution to
the atmosphere. This is particularly important as a defense against the impacts of
climate change. It is concerning to see the lack of credible assessments on how
noise would affect marine wildlife. AGL acknowledge in their EES that there have
been no baseline studies of the noise in Westernport Bay. They have also not tested
the impact of noise in Westernport Bay itself nor the noise produced by a berthed
FSRU. Even with these inadequate studies the EES states that underwater sound
would elicit behavioural changes in dolphins and mask the communication of whales
in the area. The noise would also deter fish and other marine animals from foraging
nearby which would affect the important ecosystem around Crib Point. As outlined
above, the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife would be
unacceptable. Yours sincerely Shelley ILES
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My name is Peter Blaney and I care about the environment in Westernport Bay. It’s
still relatively untouched even though it is close to Melbourne. The mud eco flats are
quite unique in Victoria and provide an abundance of life which helps sustain the
marine environment throughout the bay. I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory
Committee and the Minister for Planning for the opportunity to make a submission
to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline
project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this proposal unacceptable
under its current form and that I will point to in my submission but the issue that
concerns me most is the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and
wildlife. The beach and reserve area around Crib Point jetty is a popular spot for
residents and visitors alike. Access to the reserve and surrounding areas is likely to
be affected by the loss of bush or by disruptions because of maintenance or high
noise. The EES notes that there is not a comparable reserve area nearby. The
increased number of ships coming into Westernport Bay and the strict exclusion
zones will mean boaters or sailors will have more disruptive ship traffic to contend
with. Fishers will enjoy less catch as a result of the impact of increased shipping and
toxic chlorination of the important nursery seagrass surrounding the Crib Point jetty.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People
come to see the little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right
whales as well as other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation
of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and
Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of the area and be inconsistent with
the perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip
Island as a popular tourist destination. Wetlands are among the most biodiverse
ecosystems on earth. They combine land and water which allows them to be home
to at least 1350 species including migratory birds like the critically endangered
Orange-Bellied Parrot. Half of the Westernport Bay wetland is made up of seagrass
beds which are a nursery site for prawns and fish. Westernport Bay is also the most
significant site for mangroves in Victoria. Mangroves stabilise sediment and protect
the shoreline from erosion. The shoreline directly around the Crib Point jetty is an
extensive mangrove stand. Wetlands should be protected as a key habitat for an
incredible array of plants and animals rather than being subject to potentially
damaging projects like this gas import terminal proposed by AGL. If the project is
approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into the Bay
each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much
we do not know about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life
in Westernport. The
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My name is Louise Lechte and I live in the Westernport Bay area. I love the amazing
wildlife in this area. I have walked the amazing beaches for many years and am
constantly amazed and delighted by the rich bird life and occasional dolphin I have
seen. I feel strongly about the need to protect these creatures. I thank the Crib
Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the
opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point
gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should
deem this proposal unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to in my
submission but the issue that concerns me most is the impact on our internationally
recognised wetlands and wildlife. Natural environments play a crucial role in both
the mental and physical health of the communities who access them. The potential
loss of nature and access to green spaces can contribute to mental distress and
environmental grief experienced by communities who place significance on these
areas. This can detrimentally impact on the long-term mental health of a
community. Excessive exposure to noise and light pollution in areas of recreation or
among households can result in loss of sleep and irritability. As well as increased
prevalence of anxiety and a lack of ability to focus. The impacts of noise and light
pollution can result in increased prevalence of mental health conditions in a
community. Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of
Australia. People come to see the little penguins and the migrating Humpback and
Southern Right whales as well as other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The
industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating
Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of the area and be
inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This
could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination. Wetlands are among the
most biodiverse ecosystems on earth. They combine land and water which allows
them to be home to at least 1350 species including migratory birds like the critically
endangered Orange-Bellied Parrot. Half of the Westernport Bay wetland is made up
of seagrass beds which are a nursery site for prawns and fish. Westernport Bay is
also the most significant site for mangroves in Victoria. Mangroves stabilise
sediment and protect the shoreline from erosion. The shoreline directly around the
Crib Point jetty is an extensive mangrove stand. Wetlands should be protected as a
key habitat for an incredible array of plants and animals rather than being subject to
potentially damaging projects like this gas import terminal proposed by AGL. If the
project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water
into the Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife.
There is so much we do not know about how this co
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My name is Adam Crosby and I live in the Westernport Bay area.
Westport Bay is a relatively unspoilt, naturally beautiful area close to my home. It provides me with a multitude of recreational
activities, including surfing, fishing and boating and also allows me to connect with nature.
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the opportunity to make a submission to
the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which
should deem this proposal unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to in my submission but the issue that
concerns me most is the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife.
The beach and reserve area around Crib Point jetty is a popular spot for residents and visitors alike. Access to the reserve and
surrounding areas is likely to be affected by the loss of bush or by disruptions because of maintenance or high noise. The EES
notes that there is not a comparable reserve area nearby. The increased number of ships coming into Westernport Bay and the
strict exclusion zones will mean boaters or sailors will have more disruptive ship traffic to contend with. Fishers will enjoy less
catch as a result of the impact of increased shipping and toxic chlorination of the important nursery seagrass surrounding the
Crib Point jetty.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come to see the little penguins and the
migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of
Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of
the area and be inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a
popular tourist destination.
Australia has committed to promote the conservation and wise use of wetlands as a signatory of the Ramsar Convention on
Wetlands of International Importance. This is understood as the maintenance of their ecological character and preventing their
degradation. It is inappropriate to build and operate a gas import terminal in the middle of one of the most precious environments
in Victoria and an internationally significant wetland.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into the Bay each day which could have a
disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect
marine life in Westernport. The impact modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases totally
inappropriate. Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high conservation value areas like
Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State Environment Protection Policy (Waters). AGL has so far been unsuccessful in their
attempts to weaken these laws. Combining the poor impact assessments and the fact that the plan currently does not meet the
legal requirements this proposal should not continue.
Millions of Australians consider climate change not to be a threat in the distant future but a dangerous reality we face right now.
We are on track for several degrees Celsius of warming by the end of the century if we do not curb our emissions from fossil
fuels. The plummeting costs of renewables and energy storage has rendered fossil fuel projects not only a threat to our
environment but also bad business. Corporations like AGL should be investing more in renewables and supporting consumers to
move away from gas instead of investing in soon-to-be stranded assets. This proposal to build a gas import terminal is not
consistent with what we need to do to create a safe climate.
Small marine organisms which make up the foundations of the ecosystem - like plankton and fish eggs - would be the most
impacted by this proposal. Locally they would be unable to escape being pulled into the ship intake and being subjected to
chlorine levels far above safe levels. The impact is likely to be significant with nearly half a billion litres of water being drawn into
the intakes each day. This enormous quantity of colder chlorinated water would be dumped back into the Bay and disperse with
the current thereby further affecting marine wildlife.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas
pipeline project. As outlined above, the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife would be unacceptable.
There are many other viable, and more suitable, options Victoria can pursue to ensure that we meet our energy needs without
exposing the precious wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique wildlife which depend on this ecosystem, or the local community
to any harm.
Sincerely,
Adam Crosby
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My name is Josie Kent and I live in the Westernport Bay area.
lt is a place of peace and contentment. I am a swimmer and enjoy the gardens and animals of the
sea. It is why l live here.
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the
opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty
and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this proposal unacceptable
under its current form and that I will point to in my submission but the issue that concerns me most is
the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife.
Natural environments play a crucial role in both the mental and physical health of the communities
who access them. The potential loss of nature and access to green spaces can contribute to mental
distress and environmental grief experienced by communities who place significance on these areas.
This can detrimentally impact on the long-term mental health of a community. Excessive exposure to
noise and light pollution in areas of recreation or among households can result in loss of sleep and
irritability. As well as increased prevalence of anxiety and a lack of ability to focus. The impacts of
noise and light pollution can result in increased prevalence of mental health conditions in a
community.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come to see the
little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other incredible
marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas
tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of the area and be
inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip
Island as a popular tourist destination.
Australia has committed to promote the conservation and wise use of wetlands as a signatory of the
Ramsar Convention on Wetlands of International Importance. This is understood as the maintenance
of their ecological character and preventing their degradation. It is inappropriate to build and
operate a gas import terminal in the middle of one of the most precious environments in Victoria and
an internationally significant wetland.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into the Bay
each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know
about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The impact
modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate.
Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high conservation value
areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State Environment Protection Policy (Waters). AGL has
so far been unsuccessful in their attempts to weaken these laws. Combining the poor impact
assessments and the fact that the plan currently does not meet the legal requirements this proposal
should not continue.
Millions of Australians consider climate change not to be a threat in the distant future but a
dangerous reality we face right now. We are on track for several degrees Celsius of warming by the
end of the century if we do not curb our emissions from fossil fuels. The plummeting costs of
renewables and energy storage has rendered fossil fuel projects not only a threat to our environment
but also bad business. Corporations like AGL should be investing more in renewables and supporting
consumers to move away from gas instead of investing in soon-to-be stranded assets. This proposal
to build a gas import terminal is not consistent with what we need to do to create a safe climate.

Small marine organisms which make up the foundations of the ecosystem - like plankton and fish
eggs - would be the most impacted by this proposal. Locally they would be unable to escape being
pulled into the ship intake and being subjected to chlorine levels far above safe levels. The impact is
likely to be significant with nearly half a billion litres of water being drawn into the intakes each day.
This enormous quantity of colder chlorinated water would be dumped back into the Bay and disperse
with the current thereby further affecting marine wildlife.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment assessment of the Crib
Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined above, the impact on our internationally
recognised wetlands and wildlife would be unacceptable. There are many other viable, and more
suitable, options Victoria can pursue to ensure that we meet our energy needs without exposing the
precious wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique wildlife which depend on this ecosystem, or the
local community to any harm.
Sincerely,
Josie Kent

