November 2021

Share your views on

Beveridge North West
We want to hear your views on the Victorian Planning
Authority’s revised plans for Beveridge North West.
The Victorian Planning Authority is continuing to
work with key stakeholders to plan for Beveridge
North West and provide certainty for the future
community.
The VPA has revised the plan to respond
to Planning Panels Victoria’s independent
recommendations.
In 2020, an independent panel considered in
detail the arguments for and against planning
for a quarry in the BNW precinct. The panel
found that a quarry should be planned for.
Therefore, the VPA’s changes to the plan and
engagement with the community are limited
to considering how (not if) the draft PSP and
associated planning scheme amendment
documents appropriately reflect the panel’s
recommendations.
The VPA is proposing innovative planning controls
that provide certainty through a 20-year quarry
lifespan and strict rehabilitation requirements.
A special Ministerial Advisory Committee has
been set up to consider all of the current planning
processes - this includes the updated precinct
plan, the infrastructure plan and the quarry
permit application.

The Victorian Planning Authority has prepared
draft Amendment C158 to incorporate the
Beveridge North West Precinct Structure Plan
(the PSP) into the Mitchell Planning Scheme to
supersede Amendment C106mith.
The VPA has also prepared draft Amendment
C161 to introduce the Beveridge North West
ICP into the Mitchell Planning Scheme.

Draft Future Urban Structure

Burrung Buluk
(former Hanna Swamp)

Proposed
quarry site

Why is the VPA consulting with you
again on Beveridge North West?
The VPA has made changes to the Beveridge
North West Precinct Structure Plan and
associated documents since we last engaged
with the community in 2019.
We have revised the precinct structure plan
and associated documents to respond to
independent recommendations from Planning
Panels Victoria (PPV) to plan for the quarry
and Burrung Buluk (former Hanna Swamp*) in
Beveridge North West. The full version of PPV’s
report, including the recommendations, can be
accessed here:
PPV Recommendations Report October 2020.
Planning Panels Victoria’s recommendations
resulted in significant changes to the precinct
structure plan. Given the nature of the changes,
the Minister for Planning asked the VPA to
prepare new draft Amendments and engage with
the community on the changes we have made.
We’re now sharing the updated planning
documents and inviting you to have your say.
At the heart of our new plans is certainty for
the future community. This has been a critical
consideration for the VPA in revising the precinct
structure plan.
*Note, these names have not officially been
registered. They still need to be confirmed with
the naming authority and Geographic Names
Victoria, DELWP.

Key milestones
This table breaks down the key milestones and history
of Beveridge North West.

What is the Beveridge North
West Precinct Structure Plan?
The Beveridge North West Precinct Structure Plan
(PSP) sets out the long-term vision for the precinct
and framework for urban development.
The PSP applies to approximately 1250 hectares of
land. It is located in Mitchell Shire Council within the
Northern Growth Corridor of Melbourne. The area is
bounded by Wallan South PSP to the north, Camerons
Lane to the south, Hume Freeway to the east and Old
Sydney Road to the west.
We’re planning for the future community and working
to protect the prominent landscape features of the
area. The VPA has drafted the PSP to show how
land is expected to be developed, and how essential
services are planned to support the creation of a new
community over the next 20 to 30 years.

The PSP includes more than 80 hectares of
parklands and sporting fields. It also supports
integrated open space, a trail network, seven
future school sites and four local town centres. Our
plan supports approximately 16,000 new homes
and will deliver 3,000 new jobs.

Why did Planning Panels
Victoria (PPV) recommend
the quarry be included?
The independent panel recommended that
a quarry should be included in the PSP
because of the high-quality stone available
from the quarry and its important location
in the growing state of Victoria. The rock is
close to existing transport networks, which
will have economic and environmental
benefits in limiting transportation of
materials for construction activities in
Melbourne. In this way, the quarry will be an
important part of Victoria’s resource supply
network which is necessary to maintain
housing affordability.
Following their six-week hearing in August
2020, PPV found that developing a new
urban community in the Beveridge North
West PSP is possible while allowing a quarry
to operate.

How does the quarry change the VPA’s plans?
The VPA has made the following three major changes to the planning
documents based on PPV’s independent recommendations.
1.

Implemented a new approach to planning and
zoning the land for the proposed quarry site.

The classification of urban zoning provides certainty
that the area will be used for future urban development
after the quarry is no longer in use and the area has
been rehabilitated.
2. Incorporated planning tools to manage buffer
zones and the use of land to ensure appropriate
sequencing of urban development.
Importantly, our planning includes buffers to protect
the health and wellbeing of the future community while
the quarry is operating. The VPA wants to make sure
urban development happens in logical stages across
the precinct. This means the area unaffected by the
quarry and buffer zones will be able to proceed without
delay.
3. Included clear requirements to rehabilitate the
quarried area after 20 years of operation.
This includes clear time limits on the quarry’s operation
that ensure a smooth transition into residential use
zone in approximately 20 years. This is to provide
certainty for the future community.

The VPA is seeking feedback from you on the
changes we have made. To control the impact of
the quarry and provide certainty for the future
community, we welcome your feedback on the
three major areas of change:
1. Changes to the plan and land use zoning
2. The land uses allowed within the buffer zones
3. The quarry’s suggested operational life

How will the new plans reduce the quarry’s impact?
One of the major changes the VPA has included in the
new plans is mandatory conditions that limit a quarry’s
operational life to 20 years.
We are making changes to urban zoning and providing
rehabilitation requirements to ensure the area can
be transitioned to residential use after quarrying and
we are making sure urban development happens in

appropriate stages and sequence across the whole
precinct.
In direct response to the inclusion of the quarry, the
VPA has also relocated the school, local town centre,
community facility, public open space, sports reserve
and indoor sports complex.

Quarry planning permit application
If a quarry is established in the PSP area, the Specific
Controls Overlay (as part of the VPA’s planning
documents) sets out strict criteria to mitigate the
quarry’s impact on the surrounding community. These
criteria will need to be met before any planning permit
is granted.
The details of any quarry operation would be further
regulated by the requirements of the accompanying
planning permit and the extractive license.
A planning permit application (PLP268/19) for stone
extraction at 175 Northern Highway, Wallan, lodged

with VCAT (P1745/2020) was called in by the Minister
for Planning and will also be considered by the
independent Ministerial Advisory Committee.
The draft planning scheme amendment does not
address details contained within the planning permit
such as hours of operation, truck movements per
day, dust mitigation measures, blasting or quantity of
extraction. However, should the granting of a permit be
supported by the Ministerial Advisory Committee, they
may form conditions of the permit.

What’s happening to Burrung Buluk (former Hanna Swamp)?
The independent panel report recognised the critical
need to plan for Burrung Buluk in the VPA’s revised
Beveridge North West Precinct Structure Plan.
We have realigned the northern end of the western
arterial road to accommodate the swamp.
The VPA’s plans for Burrung Buluk see it integrated
into the future urban design of the area, greatly
contributing to the diversity of the natural
landscape. It may also contribute to the amenity and
biodiversity of a proposed future regional park.
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The draft Planning Scheme Amendments
The Minister for Planning asked the VPA to prepare
draft Amendments C158 and C161 to the Mitchell
Planning Scheme to guide development in the
Beveridge North West PSP area.
Draft Amendment C158 facilitates development and
use of land within the precinct in accordance with
the Beveridge North West PSP by rezoning land in the
PSP area to Urban Growth Zone Schedule 3 (UGZ3)
and Rural Conservation Zone Schedule 2 (RC2) and
incorporates the Beveridge North West Precinct
Structure Plan amongst other associated changes.
The full list of changes to that amendment can be
found in the Draft Amendment C158 Explanatory
Report.

Draft Amendment C161 facilitates the implementation
of the Beveridge North West Infrastructure
Contributions Plan (ICP) by introducing the
Infrastructure Contributions Overlay Schedule 3 and
incorporates the Beveridge North West Infrastructure
Contributions Plan amongst other associated changes.
The full list of changes to that amendment can be
found in the Draft Amendment C161 Explanatory
Report.
You can also find details of all changes made to the
Beveridge North West Precinct Structure Plan and all
associated planning documents at
engage.vic.gov.au/beveridgenorthwest

Beveridge North West Infrastructure Contributions Plan
An Infrastructure Contributions Plan (ICP) is the primary mechanism for council to collect funds to
contribute towards basic and essential local infrastructure identified by the Beveridge North West PSP.
The PSP identifies the type and location of the local infrastructure, including the public land needed.
The Beveridge North West ICP is a supplementary levy ICP.
When land is developed within the precinct, the Beveridge North West ICP will ensure the appropriate
financial contribution is paid in line with the cost of delivering essential infrastructure to serve the area.
There is no obligation for landowners in the precinct, or people outside the precinct, to pay
these contributions until such time as landowners choose to develop their land.

What can I do now?
The VPA is now engaging with you on the proposed changes before the new plans are referred to the independent
Ministerial Advisory Committee. This committee has been appointed by the Minister for Planning to consider the
future of the Beveridge North West precinct.

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

MAKE A WRITTEN SUBMISSION

We invite you to discuss the new plans with the VPA at
our upcoming community engagement sessions.

We want you to have your say on our revised
plans by making a written submission online
or by mail to the VPA by the submission
deadline of 5pm on Friday 17 December.

Please note, given that the independent panel has
deliberated on the quarry and swamp in the precinct
via a public hearing process, the VPA’s community
engagement will be focussed on how the new PSP and
draft Amendments reflect their recommendations to
include these features.
We will be holding online engagement sessions on:
1.

Tuesday 23 November

2. Thursday 2 December
We encourage you to visit
vpa.vic.gov.au/project/beveridge-north-west
and RSVP.

Any person, including residents, landowners, and
other affected community members, is invited to
make a written submission to comment on draft
Amendments C158mith and C161mith and associated
documents. Submissions on draft Amendments
C158 and C161mith must be made in writing to
the VPA online via Engage Victoria or by post.
Online: engage.vic.gov.au/beveridgenorthwest
Post:

Victorian Planning Authority
c/- Beveridge North West Precinct
Level 25, 35 Collins Street
Melbourne VIC 3000

What happens after I make a submission?
The table below shows the next steps in the process.

Once a submission is made to the VPA, you will first receive acknowledgement that it has been
received. After the community engagement period ends on Friday 17 December 2021, VPA
staff will review every submission we receive. As part of this process, VPA staff may contact
submitters to discuss their comments and any suggested changes. The VPA will seek to
resolve the issues raised by submitters following the community engagement process.
All submissions received will be provided to the Ministerial Advisory Committee. All
submitters will be contacted regarding next steps, process and timing.
Draft Amendments C158mith and C161mith will be taken to the Ministerial Advisory
Committee (MAC), which is an independent body providing advice to the Minister
for Planning.

What is the role of the Minister
for Planning?
The Minister will ultimately make the final decision on
the VPA’s revised plans, taking the Ministerial Advisory
Committee’s recommendations into account.
The Minister asked the VPA to prepare the
amendment on his behalf as a consequence of PPV’s
recommendations. The Minister will make the ultimate
determination of the final form of the amendments.

Find out more
Visit engage.vic.gov.au/beveridgenorthwest to find
out more about Beveridge North West, including a full
set of draft planning scheme amendment documents,
frequently asked questions, and instructions on how to
make a submission.
For more information or to request assistance,
please contact the VPA via 03 9651 9600 or via
beveridgenorthwest@vpa.vic.gov.au
Please contact:

What is the Ministerial Advisory
Committee (MAC)?
The MAC was established by the Minister for Planning
under Section 151 of the Planning and Environment Act
1987. The MAC was established to provide independent
advice to the Minister for Planning on the draft
planning scheme amendments and quarry planning
permit application.
In 2022, the MAC will make a recommendation on
the VPA’s revised plans and all submissions received
during community engagement.
The committee will consider and prepare
recommendations in relation to:

•

draft Amendment C158mith to introduce the
Beveridge North West PSP

•

draft Amendment C161mith to introduce the
Beveridge North West ICP

•

Quarry Planning Permit (PLP268/19)

Tony Marks
Director – Outer Melbourne
beveridgenorthwest@vpa.vic.gov.au
(03) 9651 9600
Laurie Mitchell
Strategic Planning Manager
beveridgenorthwest@vpa.vic.gov.au
(03) 9651 9600

About us
The Victorian Planning Authority is the Victorian
Government’s specialist authority for land use and
infrastructure planning in growing urban areas across
the state.
You’re invited to review our plans and have your say at
the link below engage.vic.gov.au/beveridgenorthwest.

Disclaimer
Submissions provided to the Victorian Planning Authority are
part of an open public process where all parties affected by the
planning scheme can provide input into the amendment.
If you choose to make a submission, you consent to your
submission being made public, and being identified as the author
of the submission.
Your submission will be made available for public inspection
on the VPA website until two months after the gazettal of the
resulting planning scheme amendment and will also be made
available to relevant Ministers and local councils, and other
involved government agencies. In addition, your submission will
be made available to developers, landowners, other submitters
and interested parties on request.

Your submission may be provided in its entirety to a Ministerial
Advisory Committee appointed to advise the Minister for
Planning of referred projects and plans and associated draft
planning scheme amendments.
If you are a private individual, your personal information will be
removed from your submission before it is released to parties
outside government or local councils. Contact details do
not include the address of land which is the subject of your
submission.
By making a submission, you also give permission for
copyright material to be copied and made public. For
further information consult the VPA website at
www.vpa.vic.gov.au or phone the VPA on 03 9651 9600.

