The Western Metropolitan Region
About the Metropolitan
Partnerships
Six new Metropolitan Partnerships
have been established for the
Inner Metro, Inner South-east, Western,
Northern, Eastern and Southern
metropolitan regions. These Partnerships
will bring together experts and leaders from
all levels of government, business and the
community to develop priorities for the
region which will be shared with the
Victorian Government.
We acknowledge the Aboriginal people as Australia’s first
peoples and as the Traditional Owners and custodians
of the land and water on which we rely.

The Western Metropolitan Region has a diverse and
growing population in established middle and inner
suburbs, and a significant share of Melbourne’s growth
areas. The region includes the local government areas of
Wyndham, Melton, Brimbank, Moonee Valley, Maribyrnong
and Hobsons Bay
Melton (C)

138,181

Brimbank (C)

201,429

TOTAL POPULATION OF THE
WESTERN METRO REGION

806,972

Who lives here?
Age: The 20-34 year old age group is currently the
largest in the region. However the fastest growth until
2021 is expected in the 65-79 year old age range.
Housing mix: All areas in the region are experiencing
growth, varying from densification to greenfield
opportunities. 23% of people in the region rent their
home, compared to the metropolitan average of 24%.
Projected household structure (2016 to 2021):

Moonee Valley (C)

121,846
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Maribyrnong (C)

93,577

85,471

Wyndham (C)

220,468

The region has a population of over 807,000, or about 19%
of Melbourne’s total population.

Over the next five years the region’s population is
expected to grow by more than 14%, compared to the
metropolitan average of 10%. The areas of WerribeeWyndham and Hoppers Crossing-Truganina are
expecting growth of 23%.
As well as growth in greenfield areas, there are infill
opportunities in the inner areas of the region, including
Footscray, Yarraville and Seddon.

How we get around
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116,773 (all regions: 589,824)
13% (all regions: 9%)

Growth and Change
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Languages: 40% of the population speak a language
other than English at home, compared to the
metropolitan average of 31%. The top 5 languages other
than English spoken by people at home are Vietnamese,
Italian, Greek, Arabic and Cantonese (ABS 2011 Census).

The Western Metropolitan Region
Employment
Between 2011 and 2016, the average unemployment rate
in the region was 7.1% which is 1.2% higher than the
metropolitan average.
Largest employers: Retail trade, manufacturing, and
healthcare and social assistance are the largest
employment sectors in the region.
Number of jobs: There were about 277,000 jobs in the
region in 2015, which is around 13% of the total jobs
across metropolitan Melbourne.

Education
The region has low levels of literacy and numeracy, and
the year 12 completion rate of 89.4% is lower than the
metropolitan average (90.8%).
35% of adults hold a bachelors degree or higher, which
is 4% lower than the Melbourne average.
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Number of government
primary schools

(603 in Melbourne)
Source: DET
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Number of government
secondary schools

(156 in Melbourne)
Source: DET

4

Number of TAFE
Institutions in region

(25 in Melbourne)
Source: www.skills.vic.gov.au/victorianskillsgateway/
Students/Pages/tafe.aspx

9

Number of TAFE
site in region

(48 in Melbourne)
Source: www.skills.vic.gov.au/victorianskillsgateway/
Students/Pages/tafe.aspx

Universities in region: The region has seven university
campuses. There are also four TAFE institutions
operating across nine sites.

Childhood vaccination rates and levels of significant
psychological distress are similar to the metropolitan
average.
There are 4,764 aged care places, three private
hospitals and eight public hospitals in the region.
There are fewer GP clinics and allied health services
per person than the metropolitan average.

Culture and recreation
The region’s population has high rates of participation
in activities such as swimming, cycling, walking, BMX,
skateboarding, and boating and other water-based
activities.
The region’s cultural arts program is supported by
facilities such as the Wyndham Arts Incubator, Encore
Events Centre, The Clocktower Centre, Hunt Club
Community Arts Centre and Gallery and the Footscray
Community Arts Centre.

Natural Assets and the Environment
The region has a rich natural environment, including an
extensive coastline, and the Werribee and Maribyrnong
rivers. Conservation areas in the region include the
Western and Derrimut Grassland Reserves and the
Cheetham Wetlands. The region also features
significant biodiversity, including the Growling Grass
Frog that lives along the Werribee River.
The Western Treatment Plant processes roughly half of
Melbourne’s sewage and produces almost 40 billion
litres of recycled water annually. It is recognised as a
wetland of international significance and is a habitat for
tens of thousands of birds.

Health and wellbeing
Compared to metropolitan Melbourne averages,
residents in the region have:
• shorter life expectancies
• higher rate of avoidable deaths
• higher obesity rates
• higher smoking rates
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Accessibility
If you would like to receive this publication
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