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 a detailed knowledge of and experience in the Ramsar
Convention Obligations and the National and State
responsibilities relating to Ramsar sites;
 vast experience in wetland management and planning (and
specifically of Ramsar wetlands);
 high level knowledge of the majority of South Australian,
Victorian and Tasmanian Ramsar sites;
 substantial expertise and experience in ecosystem
restoration and rehabilitation; and
 high level and strategic analytical skills, including
community and landholder consultation.
Review based on EES Documentation, Site Visit, Ramsar
Documentation.
Especially focussed upon impacts on the site’s Ecological
Character, the elements which make it a special Ramsar
Wetland of International Importance
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Site Values

Waterbird diversity
and abundance
Abundance of
waterbirds will not
decline below set levels
Physical habitat
for waterbirds

Wetland habitat
that comprises
open water,
emergent native
vegetation (sedges,
rushes and reeds)
and exposed
mudflats

Threatened
species: birds
Regular presence of
Australasian bittern and
Waterbird Breeding curlew sandpiper
Breeding of the 6
species at least once
every five years
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Potential Impacts
Surface water run-off
affecting water regime or
water quality

No surface water inflows to the
Wetlands from LXRA works

Groundwater level changes 0.1m groundwater mounding
effect within 250m of Edithvale
affecting water regime
Wetland but with mitigation
works, this is 1km away

Saline water intrusion
affecting the Wetland’s
water quality

Very limited groundwater
drawdown at Edithvale, and
therefore impacts are limited in
extent & severity

Impacts on ecological
character

 No impact on surface water
or groundwater regime
 No impact on vegetation
 No impact on water birds

The groundwater and hydrological modelling undertaken is critical
to the assessment of any impacts on the wetlands
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Conclusion

No impacts to
water regime

No impacts on
Ecological
Character

o Modelling shows little o Key elements of
if any impacts
Ecological Character
o Risks reduced with
depend upon water
mitigation measures in
regime
place
o Therefore no impacts
on vegetation
(waterbird habitat) or
waterbirds

Monitoring Important –
Mitigation measure
o Surface- & Ground -water
levels
o Water quality
o Physical waterbird habitats
o Waterbird diversity
o Waterbird Breeding
o Threatened bird species
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