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VICTORIAN DESALINATION PROJECT SPECIFIC CONTROL OVERLAY
The Victorian Desalination Project (VDP) comprises a desalination plant outside of Wonthaggi, and underground infrastructure (an underground pipeline and underground powerline) that runs for approximately 87 kms between the plant, and Berwick and Cranbourne. The VDP is the largest desalination plant in Australia. It provides Victoria with an additional source of water, helping to meet changing needs due to climate change and a growing population. 
Project Overview:
The Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning (DELWP) are preparing a Planning Scheme Amendment (PSA) to provide a Specific Control Overlay (SCO) over the Victorian Desalination Project’s underground pipeline and power infrastructure. A planning scheme details how land can be used and developed. PSAs may occur to reflect changes in circumstances, or to improve the management of a particular scheme. 
Any proposed amendments must be submitted to the Victorian Minister for Planning for consideration and must be provided with justification as to why they should occur. There will be no construction as part of this project. It will solely focus on protecting existing underground infrastructure. 
The VDP PSA intends to protect the underground infrastructure from development that may compromise the structural integrity or adversely affect the operation of the infrastructure. It also provides a clear and timely process for planning approvals and changes in land use. 
The PSA will provide councils, landowners and other stakeholders with greater clarity, earlier on in the strategic and statutory planning process, particularly those considering urban development activities within the vicinity of the protection area.
Why do the VDP underground assets need to be protected? 
The VDP is an important state asset that requires protection against land development or changes in land use that potentially could damage or impact the infrastructure. One of the best ways to do this is to make it more visible in planning scheme mapping.

How will the Specific Control Overlay benefit local stakeholders and the community?
The Specific Control Overlay (SCO) will provide site-specific controls through an incorporated document that:
· Overrides other requirements of the planning scheme.
· Maps the land, improving the transparency and operation of the Victoria Planning Provisions (VPP) 
· Creates greater certainty on where planning rules apply.
Who will administer the SCO?
DELWP and Melbourne Water will be the joint referral authorities for the SCO. Any questions relating to the SCO can be addressed to: desalination.project@delwp.vic.gov.au
What sort of activities will the SCO seek to control?
It is proposed that the SCO will require any proposed developments to apply for a planning permit via the relevant Council.  Applications will then be referred to DELWP and Melbourne Water for assessment to determine any impacts on structural integrity and effect on the operation of the VDP infrastructure. 
Does this proposal affect existing easements?
The proposal does not affect existing easements, the desalination infrastructure within the easements or any arrangements you may have in place with DELWP or AquaSure regarding the easement. As is already the case, should landowners wish to undertake any works within the easement they will need to ensure that DELWP and AquaSure are OK with what is proposed. The Specific Control Overlay adds a requirement for a planning permit where there is change from the existing activities or use of the land.
Will the SCO impact existing land use activities?
Existing land use and activities will not be impacted, however proposed changes to land use would need to be reviewed and approved by DELWP.
Consultation:
DELWP is engaging with key stakeholders and interested community members via a range of channels including the Victorian Government’s Engage Victoria platform. We encourage you to visit engage.vic.gov.au/vdp-sco to find out more and complete our survey.
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Privacy Statement
Any personal information about you or a third party in your correspondence will be protected under the provisions 
of the Privacy and Data Protection Act 2014. It will only be used or disclosed to appropriate Ministerial, Statutory Authority, or departmental staff in regard to the purpose for which it was provided, unless required or authorised by law. Enquiries about access to information about you held by the Department should be directed to the Privacy Coordinator, Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning, PO Box 500, East Melbourne, Victoria 8002
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