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Dear
Firstly I would like to thank the DELWP team for their efforts to provide multiple opportunities to find out about the
process and background to the trade review, especially given all the COVID-19 disruptions. Your time and
background presentations were greatly appreciated.
As portfolio manager for the Living Murray (TLM) with delegations under Section 18H of the Water Act, I would like
to submit the following information for the Goulburn to Murray trade review’s consideration.
 We are supportive of the need for the Goulburn to Murray trade review to assist in considering ways
improve the delivery of operational water to limit impacts on the environmental values within the
Goulburn River System.
 We are interested to hear more about how the Regulatory Impact Statement will consider the potential
for increased channel capacity competition as part of assessing the new operating rules in the Lower
Goulburn, and Goulburn to Murray trade rules.
Any potential increase in channel capacity competition is an area of risk we are particularly interested in because:
 The TLM holdings in the Goulburn System includes 45.2 GL of High Reliability and 157 GL of Low Reliability
holdings. The majority of this water is associated with the Environmental Entitlement (Goulburn System –
Living Murray). The TLM Environmental Entitlement is clear that TLM water is to be delivered from the
Goulburn in a way that does not harm Victorian tributaries. In addition, TLM water associated with the
Environmental Entitlement must be delivered from the Goulburn. Trade-out is not an option as it would be
for other entitlement holders, only delivery.
Winter-spring is the peak season for TLM environmental water delivery. We are concerned that broadening
the IVT season to include earlier IVT delivery could reduce the window or opportunity for environmental
water deliveries to occur in the Goulburn, given IVT system deliveries typically have priority.
More clarity is needed regarding how IVT changes could impact on channel sharing and the coordinated
delivery of water for the environment to meet the needs of downstream sites in Victoria and more broadly
at downstream sites of International significance, including priority needs in South Australia which are
reliant on return flows from upstream.
I would be pleased to hear more as the review progresses.
I do note that there could also be an opportunity to initiate parallel work to consider how best to contemporise
arrangements for the TLM Victorian entitlements in line with other products held in the Goulburn. This would be of
benefit to VEWH, TLM and SCBEWC to streamline arrangements and limit risks to the effective delivery of TLM
water to meet ecological objectives in Victoria and the broader southern connected basin. We would welcome a
scoping discussion between MDBA, DELWP and VEWH to explore this matter further.
Kind regards,
About The Living Murray
TLM is a joint initiative under the MDB Agreement funded by the New South Wales, Victorian, South Australian and
Commonwealth governments to improve the health of key Murray sites of international and community
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significance. The program is coordinated and delivered by the Murray-Darling Basin Authority on behalf of joint
governments. The Southern Connected Basin Environmental Watering Committee (SCBEWC) is the multijurisdictional group responsible for making consensus decisions on the use of TLM water, with MDBA managing the
TLM portfolio of water entitlements to support the decisions of SCBEWC. Both VEWH and DELWP are members of
SCBEWC. Delivery of TLM water in the Goulburn is co-ordinated with other environmental water holders and water
orders are placed by the Victorian Environmental Water Holder. How and when environmental water is delivered in
the Goulburn system is informed by seasonal watering proposals developed by the Goulburn Broken Catchment
Management Authority (GBCMA), SCBEWC annual planning, and annual environmental watering priorities as part of
the Basin Plan.

Director, Environmental Water Coordination
Supporting SCBEWC and the Living Murray Initiative
River Management Division
Murray–Darling Basin Authority

In the spirit of strengthening partnerships with Aboriginal people the MDBA acknowledges the cultural authority of
the Traditional Owners in the Murray–Darling Basin.
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