Haining Farm
Frequently Asked Questions
Updated Sept 2018

Current consultation process
Q. What is the current consultation phase?
A. The current consultation is a public survey around specific design elements of the site. The
survey is available in hard copy or online through the Engage Victoria website
(www.engage.vic.gov.au/haining-farm). It will be open until Friday 28th September. After this the
data will be collated and a report made publicly available. Parks Victoria operates under privacy
laws and personal details will not be made public at any time.

Bushfire Risk
Q. Will this project increase the bushfire risk to the community?
A. Haining Farm is located within an existing bushfire prone area. There was a commitment made
that the redevelopment of Haining Farm would not increase the bushfire risk to the community. In
2017 two of Australia’s leading bushfire experts, Dr Kevin Tolhurst (University of Melbourne) and Dr
Justin Leonard (CSIRO), were engaged to provide their technical expertise about potential options
for the site.
Dr Tolhurst and Dr Leonard assisted the Haining Farm Redevelopment Working Group to develop
site plans which included mitigation measures so that the redevelopment of Haining Farm does not
materially increase the bushfire risk to the community.

Q. Where can I find out more information about the fire modelling and mitigation measures?
A. Documentation describing the bushfire modelling that has been undertaken, and the mitigation
measures, are available on the Engage Victoria website (www.engage.vic.gov.au/haining-farm)
document library.

Q. How are the bushfire mitigation measures being funded?
A. The Victorian Government has committed $670,000 to implement bushfire mitigation measures
at Haining farm. These measures are described in detail in the Haining Farm Bushfire Mitigation
Measures document, prepared by DELWP, in partnership with Parks Victoria and CFA.
As this site transitions into public open space, it will become part of business-as-usual under Parks
Victoria’s district-wide fire protection works, including fuel break maintenance. It will also be
incorporated into DELWP’s local fire operation plan.
A further $50,000 per annum has been allocated to Parks Victoria to assist with any extra costs to
maintain the site, and ensure that Haining Farm is maintained and does not become a risk over
time.

Q. Why does the north-east corner of the Haining Farm plan not show a 100m buffer between
revegetation and the adjoining houses?
A. The concept plans were provided to the community to demonstrate in broad terms what will be
located at the site. The detailed design plans show that there will be no revegetation done within
100m of existing homes. This is a public commitment to the community in the Haining Farm
Bushfire Mitigation Measures document.
The deer proof fence will be located at least 100m from existing dwellings. All the revegetation for
conservation purposes will be located within this fence line.
As per the Haining Farm Bushfire Mitigation Measures document, there is existing scattered
vegetation on the north-east edge of the site and there is no proposal to remove this vegetation.

Cows grazing on sprayed areas
Q. Why were cows grazing on grass that had been chemically sprayed at Don Rd?
A. The area has been sprayed with Glyphosate to treat the existing weed species in preparation for
the site being revegetated. An appropriate period of time was allowed between spraying the site
and letting the cows back into the area to ensure no adverse impacts to the cows. Greening
Australia and Parks Victoria are working with the farmer at the site to ensure his cows are cared for
during construction.

Asbestos fence posts
Q. Why haven’t the asbestos fence posts been removed?
A. The fence posts and some existing fences will remain in place while there is still livestock at the
site to ensure they are contained to Haining Farm.
The existing fence posts are not considered a hazard to the community while they remain intact
and undamaged.

Traffic management concerns
Q. How will the project deal with the extra traffic up and down Don Road from Warburton Hwy?
A. The redevelopment of the site may increase visitation to the area and potentially have an impact
on traffic movement.
The Haining Farm Implementation Working Group has been in discussion with Yarra Ranges Council
and VicRoads in relation to future traffic considerations including safe access and egress for future
visitors to the site and the possibility of increased traffic.

Funding
Q. How much will it cost to implement this project?
The current funding to implement the first stage of the Haining Farm development is just over $4M.
This includes the creation of artificial wetlands, revegetation, internal tracks, and the bushfire
mitigation measures, including the open woodland.
Once feedback on the potential future uses of Haining Farm has been obtained, and agreed, a bid
will be developed for consideration by the government.

Has this concept got funding for ongoing general maintenance?
In the first twelve months of development there is an additional $150K of funding to be directed to
maintenance, including weed management.
Parks Victoria has also secured $50,000 per annum ongoing, for maintenance activities.
In addition to this is Melbourne Water’s stream frontage management program and other
maintenance programs, which will also be available to control pest plants along the Yarra and Don
Rivers.

Environmental benefits
Q. What are the environmental benefits of the concept plan?
A. This project will provide habitat for two critically endangered state emblems – the Helmeted
Honeyeater, and the Lowland Leadbeater’s Possum.
The Helmeted Honeyeater is doing so well within the existing Yellingbo Nature Conservation
Reserve that they are quickly running out of space, and will desperately need a new home by the
time the vegetation is established at Haining Farm.
The Leadbeater’s possum is not doing so well and providing some additional high-quality habitat
may make all the difference to the survival of this species.

Q. Why can’t you revegetate somewhere else and move the bird and possum there?
A. These animals are pretty fussy about where they make their home; they like to live by shallow
streams, and they need particular food to eat. Haining Farm is special because it has the right
conditions to create new homes for these animals and reduce their risk of extinction.

Q. When will you be releasing threatened species at the site?
A. Recreating suitable habitat for the Helmeted Honeyeater and the Lowland Leadbeater’s Possum
may take some years. It is hoped that Helmeted Honeyeaters could be released at Haining Farm
within 5-10 years. In the meanwhile, the site will also provide habitat for a number of other native
species, as well as a beautiful place for people to visit.

Pests and weeds
How will the revegetated Haining Farm be kept pest free and free from weeds?
The ongoing maintenance of the site is very important, especially for the local community. For that
reason, the government has allocated $50,000 every year to maintain the site.

Implementing the project
Q. Who is leading the implementation?
A. Parks Victoria is the lead agency in the implementation of this project.

Who is on the Implementation Working Group?
The Haining Farm Implementation Working Group consists of representatives from Parks Victoria, a
community member from Don Valley, CFA, Yellingbo Conservation Area Coordinating Committee,
Melbourne Water, DELWP, Zoos Victoria and Greening Australia.

Q. What is the role of the implementation working group?
A. The Implementation Working Group is in place to oversee the development at the site and
ensure the community is kept up to date. The group will also progress with the detailed design of
the community play spaces following the community engagement process.

Farm and educational opportunities
Q. Why has Haining Farm ceased operating as an educational farm site?
A. Unfortunately, in today’s economic climate Haining Farm is too small to remain as a viable,
functioning dairy farm. School excursions had decreased over many years and schools were using
other sorts of farms to link to their curriculum.
Educational opportunities are still a significant part of the intended use of Haining Farm, and an
Education and Community Engagement Manager has been employed by Greening Australia to
develop these activities.

Q. Where can kids go to see rural life?
There are a number of farms east of Melbourne that offer education opportunities including:
• Warrook Farm
• Myuna Farm
• Chesterfield Farm

Q. How will this site introduce children to the country and environment in the future?
A. The best education about nature is by being immersed in it. The intention of this site is to create
a place where children can interact with nature and see threatened species. Also for children to
learn the stories of the Wurundjeri and the trials and tribulations of farming a flooding landscape.
This interaction – of people with wild, endangered animals – is a world first for conservation.

Plant details
Q. What plants are you planting?
A. Approximately 315,000 plants will be planted at Haining Farm. The plants that have been
selected are associated with wet environments like wetlands and rivers, and depend on wet
environments to grow.
In addition, approximately 80 to 100 mature trees will be planted in the Open Woodland areas.
Their species selection is part of the detailed design discussion.
Upon request Parks Victoria are happy to provide a copy of the revegetation plan and a list of the
species that will be planted at the site.

Public access
Q. What community access will be available?
A. We envisage Haining Farm as a destination with close links to the Lilydale-Warburton rail trail,
where families can ride their bikes and picnic with Helmeted Honeyeaters overhead.
In the short term, after the habitat restoration is established, we will look for opportunities for
community access, education and volunteer activities. We will seek funding to develop the
community facilities over time.

Q. What works are happening on site?
A. Earthworks will continue over the coming months to construct the artificial wetland. Planting will
occur this spring and autumn. The deer exclusion fence will also start to be installed by a local
contractor and crew. The bushfire mitigation works will be commencing shortly, with fire access
tracks and water points being established by early 2019.

Original purpose of the site
Q. Is the Haining Farm concept consistent with the purpose of the transfer of land from the Reid
Family?
A. Yes. In 1974 Sir John T Reid gifted Haining Farm to the Victorian Conservation Trust for the
people of Victoria to use as an environmental study park to introduce school children to rural life.
Descendants of John Reid participated in the Haining Farm engagement process and provided
support for the conservation based option as the only option that was consistent with the wishes of
Sir John Reid.

