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About Wurundjeri Woi Wurrung
Corporation
• Advocate for Wurundjeri Woi wurrung rights
• Protect promote and advance Wurundjeri Woi wurrung
culture
• Provides culturally relevant employment, education and
training opportunities for Wurundjeri Woi wurrung people
• Provides social security for Wurundjeri Woi wurrung
people
• Provide a connection for the broader community to its
ancient heritage

Wurundjeri Woi wurrung Corporation operates
within a highly complex policy and legislative
landscape
• Registered Aboriginal Party Status
The Victorian Aboriginal Heritage Act 2006 (the Act)
$$$
• Traditional Owner Settlement Act (TOSA)
- an ongoing program of largely self funded research relating to extent of
Country and Wurundjeri Woi Wurrung identity.
- is currently participating with other Traditional Owner communities across
the State in a First Principles Review of the Victorian Traditional Owner
Settlement Act 2010, which provides for an out-of-court Native Title
settlement over Crown land.

Yarra River Protection (Wilip gin Birrarung
murron) Act (2017)

In standing order (L-R):
Jacqui Wandin, Allan Wandin, Aunty Alice Kolasa, Aunty Gail Smith, Ron Jones & Uncle Colin Hunter Jnr.

We want the best possible outcome
from the Yarra Strategic Plan

The consideration and inclusion of additional
material is required to deliver an informed and just
YSP for Wurundjeri Woi wurrung People

•
•

United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous
Peoples (UNDRIP)
DELWP’s Self Determination Framework (publicly available
June 2020). The Victorian Aboriginal Affairs Framework (2018 – 2023) may
also be an immediately useful reference document.

•
•

Roadmap for access to water for economic
development
State Environment Protection Policy (SEPP) (Waters).

Procedural Challenges
Early stages
• Following a late invitation to the workings the Yarra Ministerial
Advisory Committee, Wurundjeri Woi wurrung Elders and staff made
clear that participation at every decision making table was henceforth
an expectation.
• Wurundjeri Woi wurrung Corporation was not invited to form part of
the original Yarra Collaboration Committee. The Corporation made
repeated requests to join and was invited to participate from meeting
7 onwards.
• The selection of consultants for Performance Objectives and Decision
Making Framework

Midway

•

The Corporation was invited to contribute a dedicated
chapter to the YSP and was assured by DELWP (Water)
that “Wurundjeri holds the pen”

• When the Birrarung Council (BC) provided feedback that
the YSP needed elevating in general, the Corporation
also made it’s chapter stronger to keep in step with the
BC’s recommendation.

• We didn’t receive any feedback for many months, and
when we did, we received it anonymously.

Most recently
• Timeframes to review YSP and associated materials are particularly unrealistic
given the resourcing of the Water Unit.
- leading up to the PPV RPE’s and Wurundjeri Woi Wurrung were
provided with less than 48 hours notice to review two
extensive excel spreadsheets summarizing the many public
submissions.
• The review of the public materials requires specialist skills beyond the current
resourcing of the Water Unit.

• We are aware the DELWP Planning had access to the summary excel
spreadsheets at least one week prior to it’s distribution to
Wurundjeri and RPE’s. It’s unclear to us when DELWP Water had access to
either the public submissions of the summary spreadsheets.
• The Decision Making Framework (DMF).

Key Issues
• The Act allows for the lead agency to create binding provisions in the
YSP. Currently absent, we believe binding provisions are needed.
• Partnership with Wurundjeri Woi wurrung

• Resourcing of Wurundjeri Woi wurrung
• A more significant response to the issues of weeds, pest animals,
threatened species and threatened communities
• Broader recognition of the abundance of billabongs and other natural
wetlands in the YSP area, particularly between Kew and Yarra
Junction. The need to protect all billabongs and networks within the
YSP area.

Key Issues
•

We concur with Biosphere & Andrew Kelly’s submission that Brushy Creek is an
excellent candidate for protection not only for its ecological values, but also it’s
significant cultural value to the Wurundjeri Woi wurrung people.

• The current performance objectives would be more appropriately described as
themes (YSP requires SMART)
• Habitat corridors to be treated more equitably (not just a focus on Watson’s
Creek).
• Further declaration of YSP area in order to apply YSP to key tributaries of
Birrarung within adjacent municipalities.
• The concept of “net gain”, its working definition within the Act and the YSP
remains unclear. This needs to be resolved as a matter of urgency.

Concluding Comment
Cultural Values Study of Bulleen- Banyule

Thank you!

