From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Planning
Submission for permit #P18147
Wednesday, 28 November 2018 9:09:06 AM

Portland 3305
Yumbah Aquaculture
P18147
Use & Development of Land for an Aquaculture Facility
Lots 1 & 8, 315 Dutton Way, Bolwarra VIC 3305
To whom it may concern
I wish to offer my support to the proposed abalone farm at Dutton Way. A project like this
provides huge economic benefit to the Glenelg Shire.
I understand the project will create 160 ongoing jobs in an industry that is unique and
different to what is currently in the shire.
The Dutton Way is an excellent place for an aquaculture farm and it’s proximity to Portland
will make it a great tourist attraction for many overseas visitors.
It is wonderful that an aquaculture project like this can be in an already developed area.
it will be ideal for people employed at the farm & will attract more people to that part of
Portland.
I believe that Yumbah has provided the community with answers for all possible objections
and these answers are scientific reports relating to marine life, sea water, land water,
odour emissions, noise, pipes, etc
Yours sincerely

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Planning
P18147 - Yumbah Nyamat proposal
Tuesday, 27 November 2018 5:57:30 PM

To Whom It May Concern:
I am writing to express my support for the development of Yumbah’s Nyamat abalone
farming site (#P18147). I
keen interest in
conservation and feel the positives of providing a farm-grown supply of abalone to divert
the growing demand on an overfished wild abalone stock far outweigh the negatives,
which I will discuss further below. However, as a
of the company I
begin this letter with a strong bias that should be taken into account.
Abalone is Victoria’s most valuable farmed fishery, and this expansion in aquaculture
farmland would increase the value of Victorian Seafood production by approximately
62%. Aquaculture in Victoria currently holds a gross value of approximately $28 million
annually, with farmed abalone accounting for over $11 million of this revenue. Wild
caught abalone still show a production value of ~$19 million across the state, however
in the Western Zone fishery both the Greenlip and Blacklip abalone species are
classified as recruitment overfished. This project would help to reduce pressure on a
vulnerable wild stock, with Yumbah, boasting a 20-year proven track record within the
shire, providing an ecologically sustainable option to the increasing demand for
abalone. Yumbah have continually supported the local community, investing directly in
local clubs and events across its two-decade lifespan. Visitors are frequently welcomed
to the Narrawong grounds and local secondary school graduates are offered work
experience programmes – a programme I would have loved the opportunity to take up
before or during my studies.
One concern raised by residents is of noise pollution caused by the farm. I understand
the increase in farm size would alter the level of noise, but I currently reside
approximately 15-20 metres from the main pump system at the Narrawong site, and
cannot hear the pumps at any point in the day. I do not feel this is a valid concern given
my direct experience. Another concern is that the environment cannot accommodate
such an expansive development, which I also do not agree with – it will be situated in a
typified rural area surrounded by few properties, the site is low-lying and protected by
an existing rock wall and as such would not heavily impact the local sea floor nor the
natural coastal geography, and its proximity to Portland will allow enormous local
economic benefits. Starting with the creation of 170 temporary construction jobs,
followed by 160 permanent roles and bringing in an estimated $50 million per annum to
the region, this large creation of jobs and revenue to Portland will allow economic
diversity for a location historically focused on heavy industry. I also feel this project is
complementary to a coastal town that has relied on fishing as an income since it’s
conception. I have seen no evidence that the size of the farm, given its position on
cleared farmland, should impact negatively on the situated terrestrial environment.
Instead I feel that utilising the area for sustainable farming makes sense given it has
already been cleared of native vegetation for this very reason.
Anyone with an interest in Australian marine environments has to involve the seafood
industry as an integral part of our history as a coastal country, and support any
aquaculture industries that maintain a sustainable production. Prior to working at
Yumbah, I researched their practices enormously to assure that my integrity as a
conservationist would not be put at risk by attaching my name to a company that did not

hold the same values as I did. I feel that Yumbah has consistently shown environmental
reliability as well as accommodated for the ecological and community needs of the sites
they operate within.
Kind regards,

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Planning
Submission for permit#P18147
Tuesday, 27 November 2018 10:49:04 AM

Name:
Address:
St, Portland VIC 3305
Applicant Name: Yumbah Aquaculture
Application Number: P18147
Description of Proposal: Use & Development of Land for an Aquaculture Facility
Description of Land: Lots 1 & 8, 315 Dutton Way Bolwarra VIC 3305
To whom it may concern
to work at Keppel Prince Wind Towers, I was told there was 20yrs
I
to Portland in
worth of work lined up, only to be made redundant after 2 years, when Vestas closed.
I returned to Keppel Prince over the next few years & was made redundant twice more
In the meantime, I worked casually at the Strawberry Farm & Rose Farm & finally found work at
Yumbah Narrawong
I have been at Yumbah for 4 years now & very happy with the stability that this company
provides, which has been so hard to find in Portland previously.
Yumbah does not rely on government grants or contracts to keep the doors open, which means
there is no discussions of redundancies or laying people off
With the proposed building of the new abalone farm, I believe this employee confidence will
flow through the whole town, giving a range of ages a job locally, instead of leaving town.

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Planning
Objection to application P18147 Yumbah Aquaculture
Tuesday, 27 November 2018 9:24:19 AM

I submit my objection to application P18147 to build a monstrosity in a rural residential
area. It would be a blight on the landscape & create untold damage to the pristine
environment. Please give priority to the environment over commercial interests & reject
the application.

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Planning
Abalone Farm
Monday, 26 November 2018 7:30:53 PM

To Whom it May Concern,
I’m writing to you to state my objection to the proposed abalone farm at Dutton Way. Dutton way is a beautiful
bit of coastline that provides safe beaches for families to swim.
Dutton Way has such huge potential for tourism dollars and if the proposed abalone farm goes ahead, then the
tourists and their dollars will stay away.
I have seen first hand the mess that is left behind when abalone farms fail.... the infrastructure left behind is an
absolute eyesore and just left for somebody else to clean up.
as I believed their was a development plan in place to boost tourism to the area.
I purchased land because I love the serenity and the beauty of the coastline. I extended to move to Portland in a
few years. I was overjoyed by the prospect of whales swimming past my front door.
I would never have purchased the land if I thought an abalone farm was going to be
. I expect the
council to fully compensate me for my land purchase if this farm goes ahead... as it will render my block
unsaleable and therefore worthless and not a place that I would want to live.
Portland has some of the best whale watching in the country and the council would be better placed trying to
beautify Dutton Way to attract more residents and holiday makers and tourists. Then the whole town and
community would benefit from the dollars coming in. This abalone farm would be an absolute eyesore and take
community profit for just handful of shareholders. I absolutely and categorically oppose the abalone farm at
Dutton Way.

Glenelg Shire Planning Department
REF:

PLANNING APPLICATION P18147 / WORKS APPLICATION 1003316

I would like to submit this submission for support of the proposed abalone farm at Dutton Way.
I feel this is a great project to have in the Glenelg Shire as it fits with the renewable capital of
Australia. I see renewables not only in power but in everything that we do. The abalone farm is a
renewable resource and stops the continue pillaging of the oceans around our region for abalone.
Yumbah already has an existing abalone operation in the Glenelg Shire at Narrawong and the council
can measure this existing performance as an example on how the proposed new business venture
would perform and behave and also what impact it would have on the environment and local areas.
This is the sort of business we should be encouraging into this region as it will provide jobs for kids
straight out of school and stop some of the drift of the younger people away to other areas. This sort
of business provides an alternative to school leavers having to obtain heavy industry experience to
get a local job. By providing 160 plus jobs to our region the company would be one of the top
employers in this region, this is especially important with doubt hanging over the smelter long term
future.
I would expect the impact to the local community would be mainly over the short term with the
appropriate measures put into place to reduce this as much as possible. Once the construction stage
is completed and the proposed screening measures are in place the long term impact on the local
residents would be minimized. Some of the concerns raised by the local community are based on
“what ifs” and not based on facts supported by sound evidence.
The benefit to local business during the construction stage and the ongoing benefit during its
operation life would be significant to the Portland region. This will secure jobs and create new
business opportunities in the region which will have a lasting impact on our region.
Providing the company meets its legal, planning and EPA requirements as they have done with their
existing operation then the council should send a message to other business that are looking to
invest in this region that it supports growth and jobs in this region. This is especially important if we
want to attract businesses for Portland to become Australia’s renewables capital.

To Glenelg Shire Planning,
I’m writing to express my support for the proposed Yumbah Abalone Farm.
I have lived in Portland for 30 years having grown up there, moving to Melbourne to go to
university and moving back shortly after to work in a professional capacity. I believe that
moving this farm forward will provide opportunity for others to do the same and be able to
raise their families in Portland with the comfort of gainful employment. This can only take
the town forward especially with the cloud over the smelter.
I love Portland and was so lucky to be able to move home to a professional role. I’m certain
that most students that schooled in Portland, would move back if employment opportunities
were available.

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Planning
P18147 Yumbah Application
Monday, 26 November 2018 6:21:06 PM

To whom it may concern,
I wish to put my support behind the Yumbah Application. Having spent much of my life in the coastal town,
there has been a dark cloud hovering over it with the uncertain future of the smelter. Yumbah has submitted a
proposal that could single handedly change it’s towns long term future. The EPA will ensure the proposal will
adhere to their stringent guidelines. Much of the negative propaganda surrounding this venture is unfounded
rubbish. Portland has been thrown a lifeline, don’t let it drown.
Kind Regards

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Planning
P18147
Monday, 26 November 2018 3:34:47 PM

Dear Planning Committee
I am a long-time Portland Resident

I have seen all these farms close up and know how they value and protect
the environment and enhance local employment opportunities. The
proposed local expansion complements Portland’s strategic economic focus
and broadens the economic base of the southwest.
Consequently I am hoping that your committee can see their way to
recommending that this project proceed.
Your Sincerely

To the Current Serving Councilors,
I am writing to express my strong concern over the proposed location of the Abalone Farm at Bolwarra
on the Dutton Way. First, let me say, I am not against industry; however, I am against its location for so
many reasons.
My family has had a home on the Dutton Way for almost years. We continue to holiday and bring
our family and friends here. It is distressing to think this is now under threat.
My concerns with the proposed abalone farm are:•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

The zoning forbids “intensive animal husbandry”
The zoning allows for agriculture, which “do not adversely affect the amenity of surrounding
land uses”.
The 20 proposed pipes out to the sea,
will affect the underwater
stability as well as change the ecosystem permanently.
The sea life, such as the emerging whale nursery will be impacted.
As mentioned by a person who currently works with the pumps, an exclusion zone around each
and every pump will be required.
Destruction of beaches, fishing, swimming.
The amount of water intake and the size of the pumps, as quoted by an expert working in the
field will not allow enough time for the sediment to settle and therefore it will go straight back
out to sea.
After speaking with landowners outside of Port Fairy, the vibration of pumps is constant.
No guarantees a virus, like the previous one will not occur again.
Land and property values will be cut in half.
Pollution-noise, air, water will be immense.
Large solar panels will not be sufficient for the amount of pumps as stated by a current worker.
Our retirement plans, our holiday plans and our lifestyle will be changed forever.

In the event that this, through sheer madness gets through Council I would like to request:•
•
•
•
•

Every Directors Guarantee to remediate the land in event of financial failure
A Hydrological Survey to be done
A guarantee my house price will not be significantly reduced
A guarantee that the beach will remain in its current form
A guarantee we are still able to swim out the front of our houses enjoying the clear water we
have at present.

I look forward to a positive outcome for all residence, holiday makers and home owners.
Regards,

To the Current Serving Councilors,
I am writing to express my strong concern over the proposed location of the Abalone Farm at Bolwarra
on the Dutton Way. First, let me say, I am not against industry; however, I am against its location for so
many reasons.
My family has had a home on the Dutton Way for almost years. We continue to holiday and bring
our family and friends here. It is distressing to think this is now under threat.
My concerns with the proposed abalone farm are:•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

The zoning forbids “intensive animal husbandry”
The zoning allows for agriculture, which “do not adversely affect the amenity of surrounding
land uses”.
The 20 proposed pipes out to the sea,
will affect the underwater
stability as well as change the ecosystem permanently.
The sea life, such as the emerging whale nursery will be impacted.
As mentioned by a person who currently works with the pumps, an exclusion zone around each
and every pump will be required.
Destruction of beaches, fishing, swimming.
The amount of water intake and the size of the pumps, as quoted by an expert working in the
field will not allow enough time for the sediment to settle and therefore it will go straight back
out to sea.
After speaking with landowners outside of Port Fairy, the vibration of pumps is constant.
No guarantees a virus, like the previous one will not occur again.
Land and property values will be cut in half.
Pollution-noise, air, water will be immense.
Large solar panels will not be sufficient for the amount of pumps as stated by a current worker.
Our retirement plans, our holiday plans and our lifestyle will be changed forever.

In the event that this, through sheer madness gets through Council I would like to request:•
•
•
•
•

Every Directors Guarantee to remediate the land in event of financial failure
A Hydrological Survey to be done
A guarantee my house price will not be significantly reduced
A guarantee that the beach will remain in its current form
A guarantee we are still able to swim out the front of our houses enjoying the clear water we
have at present.

I look forward to a positive outcome for all residence, holiday makers and home owners.
Regards,

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Planning
Proposed Abalone Farm, Portland
Monday, 26 November 2018 7:17:25 AM

Hi I say no way do we want this in our town, we are a tourist town for a start & don't need
this ugly eyesore here.
Regards

Email subject: Submission for permit #P18147
Name:
Address:
Applicant Name: Yumbah Aquaculture
Application Number: P18147
Description of Proposal: Use & Development of Land for an Aquaculture
Facility
Description of Land: Lots 1 & 8, 315 Dutton Way Bolwarra VIC 3305
To whom it may concern
I wish to offer my support to the proposed abalone farm at Dutton Way. A
project like this provides huge economic benefit to the Glenelg Shire.
I understand the project will create 160 on going jobs in an industry that is
unique and different to what is currently in the shire.
The Dutton Way is an excellent place for an aquaculture farm and its proximity
to Portland will make it a great tourist attraction for many overseas visitors.
It is great that an aquaculture project like this can be in an already developed
area.
It will be ideal for people working there and will attract more people to that
part of Portland.
Yours sincerely,

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Planning
Submission for permit #P18147
Friday, 23 November 2018 2:15:21 PM

Applicant Name: Yumbah Aquaculture
Application Number: P18147
Description of Proposal: Use & Development of Land for an Aquaculture Facility
Description of Land: Lots 1 & 8, 315 Dutton Way Bolwarra VIC 3305

The proposal for the abalone farm, is a huge positive for this region, due to many factors
including the creation of 160 stable local jobs in a high unemployment area, from my
personal experience
of trying to find work with suitability & stability, when I first moved to this region 8 years
ago.
Portland would be promoted nationally, being one the biggest onshore abalone farms in
Australia, increasing VIC seafood production industry growth by 62%, tourism & is a very
environmentally friendly industry, as I have been employed for 6 years with the current
abalone farm in Allestree, that has been established for 20 years.
son even
has his expectation of working for the abalone farm & enjoys swimming & walking along
the beachfront in front of the current abalone farm.
I would be extremely disappointed that this, millions of dollars industry opportunity, would
not go ahead

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Planning
OBJECTION TO PROPOSED DUTTON WAY ABALONE FARM
Friday, 23 November 2018 12:10:06 PM

OBJECTION TO PROPOSED DUTTON WAY ABALONE FARM
APPLICATION NO. 1003316 & PLANNING PERMIT APPLICATION NO. P18147
WE STRONGLY OBJECT TO THE PROPOSED YUMBAH ABALONE FARM AT DUTTON WAY FOR
THE FOLLOWING REASONS :Devaluation of all properties in the whole area, particularly our property
. Investment in the whole area will be dramatically
affected and compensation to residents would become a requirement. Real Estate
agents have informed us our property is currently unsaleable and will remain so
during this period of uncertainty.
Significant impact from noise and dust, initially in the construction phase (up to four
years), then ongoing with 24 hour plant operation.
There is no requirement of a have buffer zone surrounding residential properties
and settling ponds are proposed directly in front of Dutton Way houses.
Severe odour impact to residents. Regardless of wind direction people will be
affected as houses are located on all sides.
The visual impact of this proposal is dramatic to residents and tourists alike. The
contrast between current open land grazing and a highly developed industrial plant
is hugely significant.
All Dutton Way residents are on tank water. Drinking and household water will be
contaminated from bird faeces when they defecate on roofs. We are greatly
concerned for everyone’s health.
The noise generated from huge flocks of birds congregating (in particular seagulls)
will disturb the current serene lifestyle that is presently enjoyed by all.
The massive increase in traffic, both during the construction phase with heavy
machinery and trucks, then ongoing with 24 hour plant operation, will not only
effect residents noise wise, but significant road surface damage will become the
norm.
The potential impact of driving away the whales along Dutton Way is far too great to
loose. Portland/Dutton Way must not risk wiping out this invaluable tourism asset
given the financial gains the town and shire currently receives from it. This is very
much a thriving tourist hot-spot and must promoted not lost forever.
We sincerely hope Council appreciate the negative impact this proposal places upon us,
our quality of life and health and the area, and considers alternative locations for this
proposal. We are not against the plant itself, just where it is being proposed to be situated.

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Planning
Submission for permit #P18147
Friday, 23 November 2018 12:04:46 PM

To Whom it may concern,
I'm writing to show my support for the proposed Yumbah Nyamat Abalone farm to be
located at Dutton Way on the South west coast of Victoria.
I'm
years old and have lived in the Narrawong and Portland area for 37 years of this. I
surf, snorkel, fish and enjoy many recreation activities within the proposed location of the
new farm and the current farm.
I currently live
metres from the Yumbah Abalone farm located at Narrawong and have
so for the last years. Not once have we had any issues to do with the farm. Noise, smell,
landscape or any other environmental factors have never come to our attention or caused
any concerns, . The structures are low lying and not visible behind the tree's surrounding it.
My
and have two young
and walk the dog, surf, fish and swim at the beaches
either side of the abalone farm at Narrawong regularly, if not daily over the summer
months. Not once have we heard or seen anything that disturbs us to do with the farm.
Until 3 months ago, we'd never realised what the Abalone farm did, it was out of sight, out
of mind to us.
Then I was contacted about applying for a job within maintenance at the Narrawong
Abalone farm. I didn't hesitate to apply as I'd had enough of the 120km daily trip to Port
Fairy where i'd been working as there wasn't much other work in my trade within Portland
that pricked my interest. I accepted the position when offered it. This was an exciting new
venture for myself and my family, and it was located right on our doorstep. My previous
employment had been with opiates, acids and solvents, coal tar pitch and other dusts that
can be detrimental to one's health. This is without the constant industrial noise that was
affecting my hearing even though hearing protection was constantly used.
into the job I know this is the right place for me and my family going into the
future. I work in a clean environment, with people who care about the aquaculture industry
and the surrounding environment in the area. I haven't been exposed to any chemicals that
cause me concern for my health or noise that that can lead to further health issues in the
future. Looking at the average age group of the workforce employed here it bodes for a
great place for future employment for my children, with many school leavers and uni
students working here over the holidays and full time.
This Aquaculture farm is a great opportunity for the Glenelg shire as a whole, to many
times I've seen industry in the area shut down and move location or companies not allowed
to start new ventures. It's time for all of us to move the Portland area forward and create
positive outcomes for the future of our town and surrounding area's.
Regards

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Planning
Submission P18147
Friday, 23 November 2018 11:16:49 AM

Name:
Address:

St, Portland VIC 3305

Applicant Name: Yumbah Aquaculture
Application Number: P18147
Description of Proposal: Use & Development of Land for an Aquaculture Facility
Description of Land: Lots 1 & 8, 315 Dutton Way Bolwarra VIC 3305

I think the proposed development for the expansion of Yumbah in Portland would be a
great oppertunity for Portland. I myself work at the narrawong facility and the
oppertunites ive received have been great and i would expect the same for the 160
workers that would be at the new farm.

