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1. Purpose of This Report
This Heritage Assessment of Beaufort Primary School (former) has been commissioned by Land &
Property, Shareholder Advisory Services Department of Treasury and Finance, Melbourne, 3002 to
have an appreciation of the heritage values of the site in preparation for the future plans to dispose
of the site at 7-25 Hill St, Beaufort. The report will:
• Assess the cultural heritage significance of 7-25 Hill St, Beaufort using the ICOMOS Burra
Charter and Heritage Council Criteria for assessing cultural heritage significance
(HERCON). (See Appendix A).
• Provide an expert “Statement of Cultural Significance”for the place, to inform future project
planning for the site.

2. Summary of Opinions and Recommendations
The heritage values of extant elements have been assessed in the context of the historical
development of the primary school in Beaufort, and primary schools in Victoria.
The extant places have been categorised into ten groups A to J. (Figure 2.2)
It is recommended that:
2.1. Elements A, B, C and D be retained on site and protected with an individual
Heritage Overlay over the whole of the allotments on which they sit, 11, 13, 15

Hill St, shown in pink in Figure 2.1. The precise location of the buildings
relative to the allotment boundaries should be determined by a surveyor and, if
necessary, the boundaries realigned to include of the elements A, B, C and D
with a minimum of one metre distant from the walls.
2.2. Elements A, B and C must be fully visible from Hill St to retain the historic
setting of the entry to the school and panoramic views to all three elements from
Hill St. Therefore it it strongly recommended that building works on the land
between the front elevations of Elements A and B as shown in Figure 2.3 be
restricted to landscaping.
2.3.

Element D - former Mt Rowan Primary School.
2.3.1. It is recommended that the whole of allotment 11 Hill St with the former
Mt Rowan Primary School be protected with a Heritage Overlay and that
it is preferable for it to remain in situ as it was used there as the Cookery
Classroom at Beaufort Primary School for over 60 years.
2.3.2. However, it also has an historical association, albeit to a lesser extent, with
Mt Rowan and the relocation process. Therefore, relocation of the
building on another part of the existing Primary School site east of the
Garibaldi Creek, would be acceptable providing it is clearly visible from
the public realm, and it is protected with a Heritage Overlay on the new
site.
2.3.3. It would also be appropriate for it to be relocated back to Mt Rowan
providing it is protected with a Heritage Overlay on the new site.

2.4.

The elements E, F, G, H, I and J are not significant.
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2.5.
2.6.
2.7.

Paint Controls are recommended, which is consistent with HO502 Beaufort
Township Heritage Precinct and other schools in Pyrenees Shire HO Schedule.
Interior controls are not recommended.
Tree controls are not recommended.

Figure 2.1
The pink shaded area is
recommended for a Heritage
Overlay.

J
I

Figure 2.2
The extant places have been
categorised into ten groups (A to
J).

Figure 2.3 The whole of the pink
shaded area is recommended for a
Heritage Overlay and the pale pink
section within it, between Hill St
road reserve and the front
elevations of Elements A and B
should not be built on.

Please refer to the Statement of Cultural Significance fo\r more details of Significance.

H e r i t a g e I n t e l l i g e n c e P t y. L t d .
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3. Instructions and Acknowledgements
I was instructed by Joan Copland, Town Planner, Land & Property, Shareholder
Advisory Services Department of Treasury and Finance, Melbourne, 3002 to prepare an
independent Heritage Assessment of the buildings on the site or any other aspects of the
site located at 7 - 25 Hill St, Beaufort.
I carried out the assessment in this report from the beginning. I took a series of
photographs of the site and the exterior of the buildings, in April 2018. I read the
available information which is noted below and wrote the report and formed my own
opinion.

4. Methodology
4.1. Definition of Cultural Significance and Setting:

Article 1.2 of the Burra Charter notes that “Cultural significance is embodied in the
place itself, its fabric, setting, use, associations, meanings, records, related places and
related objects.
“Setting “ is defined in the Burra Charter Article 1.12 as ..” the area around a place,
which may include the visual catchment
4.2. Criteria:

The cultural significance of the place was assessed using the Heritage Council Criteria
for the Assessment of Cultural Heritage Significance (HERCON) which were adopted at
the 1998 Conference on Heritage and are based on the highly regarded, Australian
Heritage Commission criteria for the Register of the National Estate. The Statement of
Significance which has been prepared by this author use the Burra Charter values of
aesthetic, historic, social and scientific.
4.3. Thresholds:

The levels of significance generally accepted for use by heritage professionals today, are
International, National, State and Local, as these relate to the corresponding government
level responsible for protection of these places of cultural significance. However, within
each of these thresholds there are likely to be variations. For example, a place of Local
significance may be significant to the ‘local’ community of a particular town or area or
historic theme within the local Shire while in other instances, a place may be significant
to the whole of the Shire or a Shire-wide historic theme. In both cases the place would
be considered to be of Local significance.

H e r i t a g e I n t e l l i g e n c e P t y. L t d .
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4.4. Burra Charter Definition of a Statement of Significance:

A statement setting out what is important about a heritage place, where the significance
lies and why it is important. 1
Statements of significance should describe clearly all elements of a place which are assessed
as contributing to its heritage significance and where appropriate should identify any
buildings or other elements with a different basis of significance which may be included in
the precinct whether that significance is to the State or to the locality.
The central issue is again the role of the statement of significance in defining what is
important about the place and why. The decision guidelines in the HO need to be
specifically linked to the statement of significance for each place. There may be a role for
incorporated plans to customise planning provisions for places where standard controls
over any changes to the fabric are not appropriate or not adequate as a means of preserving
the significance of the place. Similar comments may apply to places of social value, which
may be intangible or non-material, and to places of spiritual significance.
A Statement of Cultural Significance was written by this author based on a site
inspection, historical research and consideration of the documentary evidence and it is
included below. It has been prepared for the purpose of defining what is important
about this heritage place.

4.5. Procedure for Assessment and Documentation
In order to assess and document the place the following procedure was carried out.
• Historical and architectural research: Research was based on historical records,
including maps, photos, manuscripts, and booklets, held by the Beaufort Historical
Society and online resources which are listed in the footnotes and references section
of this report.
•

Comparative analysis: of potential architectural significance sufficient to determine
its relative significance using the thresholds of local or State significance. The
analysis included a comparison with existing heritage listings (at the local level) and
those on the Victorian Heritage Database,

•

Assessment of cultural significance in accordance with The Burra Charter:: The
Australia ICOMOS Charter for Places of Cultural Significance (2013) using the
HERCON criteria applying the thresholds of local or State significance.

1

Definitions used are from the Burra Charter 2013; historical themes relate to the Principal Australian
Themes – Australian Heritage Commission; criteria for Locally Significant places are from the Australian
Heritage Commission and in the case of State Significant places, from Heritage Victoria; levels of
significance used are State and Local, which directly relate to the two legislative authorities who administer
the protection of heritage places, the State Government and Local Government respectively.
H e r i t a g e I n t e l l i g e n c e P t y. L t d .
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4.6. Basis of the Statement of Significance
The Heritage Victoria format.
What is significant? The paragraph should identify features or elements that are
important about the place (eg views, house, outbuildings, garden, plantings, ruins,
archaeological sites, interiors etc) as a guide to future decision makers. Mention could
also be made of elements that are not-significant.
How is it significant? - A sentence stating if the place is of aesthetic, architectural,
historic and/or scientific interest or other nominated special value. This reflects the
terminology to be found in Section 4(1) of the Planning and Environment Act 1987. Other
nominated special values could include social, spiritual and/or any other cultural or
natural heritage value.
Why is it significant? - Elaborate upon the heritage values (eg aesthetic, architectural,
historic (eg relevant historic themes), scientific, social or spiritual interest or other special
value) used in the assessment of significance and address the criteria. Is it a good or
representative example of its type?

Figure 4.1 Beaufort Primary School No. 60 published by E Smith, bookseller n.d. but
after the 1925 extension on the east. Source. Beaufort Historical Society.

H e r i t a g e I n t e l l i g e n c e P t y. L t d .
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5. Location of the Site and Elements
Figure 5.1 The aerial indicates
the location and extent of the
site and location of elements
being assessed ( shaded
yellow) at 7-25 Hill Street
Beaufort.
Source: Base map
Google Maps viewed 22
April 2018 < https://
maps.google.com.au/>

Figure 5.2. The map from
land.vic.gov.au has been over
laid (approximately) with the
aerial in Figure 5.1 above.
The position of Garibaldi Creek
is shown.
Source: http://
services.land.vic.gov.au/
maps/interactive.jsp

Figure 5.3. The map shows the
extent of the land and the
current subdivision plan.
The position of the Garibaldi
Creek and the sports oval
(shaded green) is shown.
Source: land.vic.gov.au.
http://

Although the site is large, the historic elements are clustered on six allotments (area shaded
yellow) which are accessed from Hill St and Leichardt St, as shown in Figures 5.1, 5.2 and 5.3
above. The former Jean Hughes Oval (area shaded green) has minimal heritage value and
does not meet the threshold for protection with a Heritage Overlay. Thus the detailed heritage
assessment for this report is confined to the yellow shaded area shown in Figure 5.1. Refer to
Figure 5.4 for more detail.

H e r i t a g e I n t e l l i g e n c e P t y. L t d .
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J
I

Figure 5.4 . Aerial view showing the location and nomenclature of elements being assessed in this
report.
Element A
Element B
Element C
Element D
Element E
Element F
Element G
Element H
Element I
Element J

1869, 1878, 1908, 1914 -16, 1922, 1925, stone and brick rendered building.
1925 Higher Elementary School building.
1936 Memorial Gateway
1950-51 Cookery Classroom - relocated Mt Rowan School.
c1960s Shelter Sheds (2)
1975-76 Student toilets, brick library and classroom
Covered walk ways - various
1980 Portable classrooms - relocated from Carranballac School.
Playground/sports facilities - various
Vegetation - various

The items A to J will be discussed in more detail in Sections 7 (history) and 8 (description). .

H e r i t a g e I n t e l l i g e n c e P t y. L t d .
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6. Existing and Former Heritage Assessments of this site.
7 - 25 Hill St, Beaufort:

•

Is NOT listed on the Heritage Overlay Schedule to Clause 43 of the Pyrenees Shire
Planning Scheme.

•

Is NOT listed at part of the Heritage Overlay HO502 for Beaufort, except for a small
portion of the oval which is a mapping inaccuracy and not recommended Pyrenees
Shire Heritage Precinct Study 2001.

•

Is NOT listed on the Victorian Heritage Database. VHD

•

Is NOT listed on the Victorian Heritage Register.

•

Is NOT listed on the Register of the National Estate.

•

Is NOT listed on the Australian Heritage Database.

•

Is NOT listed on the National Trust (Victoria) Register.

Figure 6.1 shows the extent of HO52,
Beaufort Town Centre Heritage
Precinct, shaded light pink.
The black arrow points to the
approximate location of the subject
site.

H e r i t a g e I n t e l l i g e n c e P t y. L t d .
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7. Historical Overview
7.1. Introduction2
After gold was discovered in 1852 on Yam Holes Hill, a survey of the area was completed in
December 1857, by Capt. Webster and the township of Beaufort established. Beaufort was
previously known as Fiery Creek known as Webster’s initial survey map did not include provision
for a school reserve (Figure 7.1) but it was shown on the Parish map (Fig 7,2) and the first Beaufort
Common School was built on that site in 1869 and continued on that site until 2014, with
extensions and new buildings constructed for the increased enrolments, for over 150 years.

Figure 7.1. Map by Webster (1857) of the Township of Beaufort Yam-hole diggings, Fiery Creek
District, Parish of Beaufort, County of Ripon. Note close proximity of Yam-hole diggings to the
school site ( black arrow). Source. Beaufort Historical Society.

Figure 7.2. Detail of Parish map showing the location of the Common School reserve. (Shaded
orange). Source. Beaufort Historical Society. Date is after 1865.

2

Robyn Gerrard, From Chalk to Computers - A History of Beaufort Primary School No. 60 1864 - 1989. Beaufort Primary School
125 Anniversary Committee.

H e r i t a g e I n t e l l i g e n c e P t y. L t d .
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The first building on the site was constructed in stone in 1869. This two room structure with entry
lobby and master’s room, still exists but it was extended and altered several times including
rendering over the stone walls. It has been incorporated into the main rendered building with the
addition of a tower in place of the chimney.
For over 150 years the Beaufort community have, from the introduction of the Common Schools
Act in 1862, actively fundraised, supported and advocated for improvements to the Beaufort
Primary School on the subject site until it closed in 2014. The site and number of buildings were
extended and improved often with dollar for dollar (pound for pound) funding from the
Education department ( or equivalent), to the School Committee. The school Committee and the
Mothers’ Club were both major fund raisers for the building programs, possibly meeting up to
50% of the funds required, especially for the first 100 years.

Figure 7.3. 1926 Register of the Beaufort Higher Elementary School. Source. Beaufort Historical
Society.

H e r i t a g e I n t e l l i g e n c e P t y. L t d .
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7.2. Chronological History of Works at the Beaufort Primary School3

1862
After the 1862 Common Schools Act, the first School formed by the people of Beaufort was a
Common School in a one-room weatherboard chapel rented from the Primitive Methodists in Neill
Street in 1862. (Gerrard 1989:8).
Prior to the Common Schools Act in 1862, schools were generally set up by various religious
denominations or as private businesses, and housed in tents, small rented buildings, chapels or the
Mechanics Institute. None of these schools lasted very long, as “in 1861, as far as can be
ascertained there were only two or three schools of any kind within the Ripon Shire…” (Gerrard
1989:5).
Of the original list of 700 Common Schools in 1863, only 126 remained in 1989 when the Beaufort
Primary School celebrated its 125 Anniversary. (Gerrard 1989:8)

1865
Support for a new school building in Beaufort was sought at a Public Meeting held in the
Assembly Hall in July 1865 with James Stirling as Chairman. The intention was to raise and spend
approximately £300, on a timber building 60’ x 21’. However, the Inspector of Schools, stated that
it would be too small and he ‘would prefer a brick or stone structure’. Almost 12 months later a
grant of £150 for a brick building was offered, however this lapsed as there was no suitable site.
(Gerrard 1989:8)

1867

In a leUer dated April 1st 1867 from CommiUee correspondent L. Henderson to B. F Kane Esq
Secretary of Board of Education, Mr Henderson states:
“That there is no stone at a nearer distance than five or six miles and that the bricks are very inferior and
that they consider a comfortable wooden building to be the best for the purpose also that the size of 60’ x 21’
will be amply sufficient as they have already increased the size from 48’ x 21’ to the present size and the the
sum required to building it ill be as much as we can raise.
With reference to the grant in all £150. I can explain that the reason that it was not taken up and the school
built by the time is that we had no ground to build upon and that we received no answer to an application for
a building site sent on the 25th May last, and which was found delayed in Mr Adam’s office in Ballarat,
when some of our school committee were in Melbourne last week Mr Hodgkinson got orders to have it
immediately attended to and the Committee part that the sum £150 be put aside for the erection of the school
house. Enclosed is the sketch of the plan which is approved the Committee wish to be reassured as soon as
convenient so that there may be no delay in getting the plans and specifications ready to enable them to get
the school built before the depth of winter. “(Gerrard 1989:8,9)

1868
Throughout 1868 further discussions were held between the Committee and the local Board of
Advice regarding the location, funding and design of the school. “On December 11, 1868, John
Inchbold, mason, and Mark Barnes, carpenter, signed agreements to build the two roomed school,
beginning in January 1869.” (Gerrard 1989:9) The approved plan is shown in Figure 7.4.

The chronological history in this report is limited to the physical fabric that may be suitable for protection by a Heritage
Overlay, hence much of the interesting and important social history is omitted. It is drawn from Robyn Gerrard, From Chalk
to Computers - A History of Beaufort Primary School No. 60 1864 - 1989. Beaufort Primary School 125 Anniversary Committee.
3

H e r i t a g e I n t e l l i g e n c e P t y. L t d .

Heritage Assessment

1! 2 / 3! 8

Heritage Assessment Beaufort Primary School (former) 30 April 2018

7.2.1. Element A - Original School Building

1869
The stone building with galvanised corrugated iron roof, which cost £800 on a pound for pound
basis was completed and occupied in September 1869. (Gerrard 1989:9) The approved plan
consisted of a ‘School Room 40’ x 18’, an Infants Room 18’ x 18’ and a Master’s Room off an entry
lobby. A fireplace was provided at the junction of the School Room and the Infants Room. Figure
7.3.
The gable roofed building was constructed in stone, with high ceilings in the classrooms and two
low gabled roofed sections for the entry lobby and Master’s Room, at the front. The stone chimney
protruded from the junction of the high and low gable roofs, and appears to have had its height
extended prior to 1878 as seen in Figure 7.4 photo below. ..
Figure 7.4 Left: Plan of the first school building.
Source: Beaufort Historical Society.

Figure 7.5 Below. Elevations of the first school building.
Source: Beaufort Historical Society. No date but it is before
the 1878 extensions.
Note the small round headed windows formed with stone
voussoirs. .
Half the cost of the building was paid for by the Beaufort
community fundraising activities.

H e r i t a g e I n t e l l i g e n c e P t y. L t d .
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1878. Element A (blue section)- Original School Building
After the 1872 Ministry and Education Act, stating that education was to be free, secular and
compulsory, it became clear that the 1869 building occupied by 65 children was not large enough
for the additional 100 enrolments. Additional accommodation was hired from the Baptist Church
until 1878 when new brick classroom (shaded blue) was added on the west side in 1878, to the 1869
stone building (shaded green), by builder William Baker costing £980.16.4.

Figure 7.6 shows the 1869 building in green and the 1878 west extension in blue.
Source: Beaufort Historical Society ( coloured by Heritage Intelligence Pty Ltd. )

H e r i t a g e I n t e l l i g e n c e P t y. L t d .
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Figure 7.7
Top.
1882 Front North elevation view
of the school after the 1878
additions and alterations.
Centre. 1878. Plan
Bottom. Pre 1878. Front North
Elevation
Source: Beaufort Historical
Society.
Notes:
The Green shaded area was
built in 1869 and the blue
shaded area in 1878.
The galleries, which consist
of tiered seating, fireplaces
in all three classrooms and
a ladder for access to the
new tower are all
illustrated in the plan. The
galleries were considered
dangerous and removed in
1909. (Gerrard 1989:15)
Source: Beaufort Historical
Society ( Coloured by
Heritage Intelligence Pty
Ltd.
The new tower has
replaced the 1869 central
chimney and the gable end
of the entry lobby, has been
demolished for the tower
and verandah. The whole
of the building has been rendered so the the
original stone walls and later brick walls present as
a unified design. The paired narrow round arched
windows in the north elevation of (front) new 1878
wing and tower, match those of the 1869 building
although larger windows have been built along the
west wall of the new 1878 classroom.

H e r i t a g e I n t e l l i g e n c e P t y. L t d .
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On March 23, 1878 the Riponshire Advocate printed the following article (Gerrard 1989:11
The improvements in our State School are now nearing completion and what a different aspect is now
presented to our view. The gaol like appearance has passed away, and we now have a building that is an
ornament to the township, more healthful for the children, and in all aspects better suited to the requirements
of the large number of children now in attendance. Let the building be ever so good a one, its position will
ever preclude the possibility of it being seen to advantage, but now withstanding this draw back the improved
structure looks a deal more like what it was intended it should do than it did before.

1908, 1914-16, 1918, 1925 Element A - Original School Building
Although other works were being carried out on other parts of the site over the next ninety-seven
years, from 1878 to 1975, only minor alterations were carried out to the main building such as
removing the galleries and levelling the floor, relocating the cloak room and extending the Infants’
Room, and improvements to drainage and ventilation (1908-1925).
General maintenance and painting was ongoing. (Gerrard 1989:15-17).
The original 1869 building underwent “further remodelling and provision for extra
accommodation was approved in April 1924, and completed in August 1925. The works were
done by Messrs. Stevenson Bros for £1560. This
upgraded school became the nucleus for the Higher
Elementary School. “ (Gerrard 1989:40, 45)

Figure 7.8 showing substantial
internal remodelling and
additions to the east (shaded
yellow), which occurred in 1925
and inset view of the front
elevation.
Source Beaufort Historical
Society n.d.

H e r i t a g e I n t e l l i g e n c e P t y. L t d .
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7.2.2. Element B - Higher Elementary School Building

1925 - Element B - Higher Elementary School
“To gauge public interest in forming a Higher Elementary School for Beaufort a public meeting
was held on the 19th December, 1923. From this preliminary meeting it was decided to continue
on and achieve this school for the students of Beaufort and District.
A new building for the Higher Elementary School was opened by the Minister of Public
Instruction, Sir Alexander Peacock on the 9th March 1928. It provided a class room, science room
and a cloak room at a cost of £2058. (Gerrard 1989:46)
Electric lighting was installed in July 1927.
The school continued as a Higher
Elementary until 1959.when a new High
School was built in 1960.

Figure 7.9 Opening of the Higher
Elementary School in 1928. Note the new
building in the background. Source.
(Gerrard 1989:45)

7.2.3. Element C - Memorial Gates

1936 Element C - Memorial Gates
“Plans were first discussed in October 1935 to
erect Memorial Gates at the entrance to the
school, to the Late Sir Alexander Peacock in
recognition of the work and assistance he gave
the school over the years as a Member of
Parliament. After much correspondence to the
Department by the Committee, a design was
accepted and the gates commenced on 26th June,
1936. The unveiling of the gates was done by
Lady Peacock on the 23rd November, 1936.”.
(Gerrard 1989:60)
Figure 7.10 Source. (Gerrard 1989:60)

1942 Air Raid Shelters and Trenches (Gerrard 1989:61
Over 400’ of trenches were dug by working bees and extended 100’ into the grounds of the
Catholic Church. It is not known if old gold mines were partially used, or if these still exist.

H e r i t a g e I n t e l l i g e n c e P t y. L t d .
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7.2.4. Element D - Mt Rowan School (former) Cookery Building

1952 Element D - Mt Rowan School relocated to Beaufort Primary School
Figure 7.11
Source: Beaufort Historical Society.
Mt Rowan is an area just north of the
Ballarat suburb of Wendouree. In
preparation for relocation to Beaufort
Primary School plans were drawn in
1950 to the design of Chief Architect
Percy Everett. The drawings
opposite show the layout of furniture
in the cookery classroom and dining
room, and the additions of two
porches, one on the south side and one on the
NW corner of the building which is still
intact.
The photograph above illustrates the
architectural style of new timber school
buildings being constructed by the Education
Depart.about the early 1950s. Note the
similarity in the window design of the west
elevation however the gable on the Mt
Rowan building is much steeper than that on
the building in the photo and this indicates
the Mt Rowan School dates from the
Victorian era. The Mt Rowan School was
most likely identical to the Little River School
seen in the photo opposite in Figure 7.12
which is also similar to Little Hampton
Primary School No.1700, Glenlyon, built in
1876 and protected on the Victorian Heritage
Register H0843. The latter is architecturally

significant in being one of only a few of the
Education Department "80-type" timber
schools extant within the State. The
windows on the south wall at Beaufort are
identical to those in this photo.
Figure 7.12 Little River Primary School
demolished. Source: https://www.flickr.com/
groups/799686@N21/discuss/
72157621764153791/

H e r i t a g e I n t e l l i g e n c e P t y. L t d .
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7.2.5. Elements E to J

1958 Element H - Portable classrooms.
Two classrooms were created from the Carranballac school which was relocated to Beaufort
to alleviate a shortage of accommodation there. (Vision and Realisation: 619). Carranballac
is an area near Skipton.

1969 Element E - Shelter Sheds
“A shelter shed first proposed February 1918, was built at a cost of £60 with a Department
Grant in April 1920. “ (Gerrard 1989:59).
In 1950 £225 was “set aside for the provision a shelter shed” in 1951 “a Dressing Pavilion at the
cost of £561 was approved.” (Gerrard 1989:51)
“A new Shelter Shed was approved in 1964, and tenders were called for the removal of the old shed
and erection of the new shed in May.” (Gerrard 1989:63)
The two existing school shelter sheds have little heritage value and do not reach the
threshold for protection with a HO.

1975-6 Element F - Library, classroom and toilets.
In July 1975 expenditure to the sum of $269,487 was approved for the provision of a library,
replacement classroom, and a new toilet block for the school. These works were completed
in 1976. (Gerrard 1989:17).

Various Dates
Element G - Covered Walkways
There are several covered walkways which are minor building additions and have no
historic or architectural value.

Element I - Sports Facilities
1929 Jean Hughes Oval The land on which the oval sits was purchased from Misses
Ingrams “for £165 in March 1929 and made into an oval for softball, cricket, football etc for
the H.E.S. This oval was known as the “Jean Hughes Oval’ in recognition of all the work she
did for the school as the first President of the Mothers’ Guild. A name plate was placed on the
Entrance Frame of the oval in October 1940.” (Gerrard 1989:59) The Mothers’ Guild was
formed in 1925 under the leadership of Mrs Jean Hughes and raised funds by
organising Gala Days, Concerts, Picture Shows, Garden Parties and numerous Card
Nights and Stalls. (Gerrard 1989:74) The plaque was on the highway side of the oval.
(Pam Weller per correspondence.)
1962 The Arthur Parker Playground. “1962 saw the acquisition of the triangle shaped
piece of ground for further playground area, this was filled and sewn in November. ..
A plaque was purchased and placed in the area in 1969.”(Gerrard 1989:61). In the late
1970s a sign for the playground was re-erected on the fence surrounding the gas tank.
(Gerrard 1989:68). This playground does not appear to have survived. Arthur Parker
was the editor of the local newspaper.
The oval and playground are no longer intact and the location of their associated
plaques are not known.
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Improvements to the sports and playground areas was ongoing throughout the 150
years the school operated from this site.

Element J - Vegetation - various
‘A Garden Project was introduced at the School in 1935. This was introduced to
beautify the school and give the students some horticultural knowledge. The garden
was to be planted and tended by the students. The school won the A.N.A. prize in
1945 for the most improved garden and the prize of a painting was presented to the
school in December 1946.” (Gerrard 1989:60) However there is no known historic
vegetation remaining on the site.

2014 The school at 7-25 Hill Street was closed.
A new Beaufort Primary School was opened at 2/37 Park Rd, Beaufort VIC 3373.
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8. Physical Description
8.1.

Existing Elements

J
I

Figure 8.1 The existing elements are discussed within the groups A to J as illustrated in Figure 8.1
above. Source Google Maps annotated by Lorraine Huddle 2018.

8.2.

Significant Architecture and Fabric. Elements A, B, C and D
Element A 1869, 1878, 1908, 1914 -16, 1922, 1925, stone and brick rendered building.
Element B 1925 Higher Elementary School building.
Element C 1936 Memorial Gateway
Element D 1950-51 Cookery Classroom - relocated Mt Rowan School.

Figure 8.2. Detail view of the gable end
of the 1869 coursed random rubble
building. Note the deep eaves with
projecting purlins, narrow double-arched
windows and oculus vent in the gable
end. The Victorian Romanesque style
was more commonly used in nonconformist churches than schools.
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Element

All 2018 photographs are by Lorraine Huddle.

Architectural Features

MAIN SCHOOL BUILDING
Element A
1869 +

Front (north) elevation.
Picturesque form created by
grouping steeply pitched gable
and hipped roofs chimneys and
tower.
Smooth stuccoed walls,
Gabled roofs with projecting
eaves and purlins.

!

Element A
1869 +

Oculus roof vent with prominent
keystones, in the gable ends and
deep eaves with projecting
purlins are derived from the
original 1869 design.

Note the coursed random rubble
walls of the 1869 design and
structure.
!

!
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Element A
1869 +

Oblique views of the main 1869 +
building and the 1925 building
illustrating the strong
architectural streetscape created
by the grouping of these
structures.
The roofs are unpainted
galvanised corrugated iron
which is neither reflective or
faded. - unlike zincalume or
colorbond.
!

!

Element A
1869 +

The Victorian Italianate style is
particularly intact in the design
of the prominent tower, with
classical motifs, such as the
grouped round arched openings.
The stilted round arched
windows have prominent quoin
work, exaggerated keystones,
and impost and sill courses
which are all finely stuccoed.
These architectural features are
also found on the remainder of
the building, albeit altered in
places (particularly the
windows).
!

HIGHER ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
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Element B

The 1925 Higher Elementary
School building, is a very intact
example of an Interwar Georgian
Revival style. Particularly
notable is the freestanding
setting, with the symmetric front
elevation with regular repetitive
fenestration, paned double-hung
windows of vertical proportions,
plain wall surfaces of face brick
and stucco, fine textured hipped
roof, creates a design with clarity,
simplicity, restrained and
simplified classicism.

1925

!

Element B

Plain wall surfaces of face brick
and stucco.

1925
The roof is unpainted galvanised
corrugated iron which is neither
reflective or faded. - unlike
zincalume or colorbond.

!
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Element B

Simplified eaves detail with
smooth boarded soffit lining.

1925

!

Element B

Regular repetitive fenestration,
paned double-hung windows of
vertical proportions,

1925

!
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MEMORIAL GATEWAY

Element C

View showing the importance of
the location of the gateway
relative to the front door of the
school building.

1936

The memorial gateway has a
high degree of integrity but
needs repairs to the timber frame
above.
Public views of the structures
from Hill Street are also
important.
!

Element C

The drawing of the proposed
gateway illustrates that the
existing gateway 82 year old
structure has a very high degree
of integrity.

1936

!
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Wrot/wrought iron gate.

!
Timber pergola above the
gateway.
Note the clinker bricks in
‘soldier’ formation above the
roughcast render of the brick
piers.

!

!
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MT ROWAN SCHOOL/COOKERY
Element D

The c1876 Mt Rowan School
timber building, is a rare
survivor in the State of Victoria
of the "80-type" timber schools
extant within the State. It is in
the Victorian Carpenter Gothic
style, albeit with some post war
alterations by Chief Architect
Percy Everett, particularly the
chimney, windows on the west
wall and enlarged porch on the
NW corner, to convert it a 1950
cookery classroom.

c1876
and
1950
alterations.

!

Original c1876 architectural
details include the steep gable
roof with a small rectangular
vent in the gable ends, the
double-hung timber windows
with 12 panes along the south
side. Corrugated iron roofs in
the Victorian era were not
coloured, this one appears to
have been painted at a later date.
!

Element D
c1876
and
1950
alterations

!

!

All of the significant structures A, B, C and D at 7-25 Hill Street, have a high degree of
integrity, have been well maintained and were in good condition until abandoned in
2014. Some vandalism has occurred since the school was closed but windows have been
boarded up to reduce future damage.
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8.3.

Not-significant places on the site.
Element E
Element F
Element G
Element H
Element I
Element J

Element

c1960s Shelter Sheds (2)
1975-76 Student toilets, brick library and classroom
Covered walk ways - various
1980 Portable classrooms - relocated from Carranballac School.
Playground/sports facilities - various
Vegetation - various

Photographs by Lorraine Huddle 2018

Element E

Notes

Not significant.

c1960s
Shelter sheds

!

Element F

Not significant.

1975-6 library
and toilet
block.

!

H e r i t a g e I n t e l l i g e n c e P t y. L t d .

Heritage Assessment

2! 9 / 3! 8

Heritage Assessment Beaufort Primary School (former) 30 April 2018
Element G

Covered
walk ways various

!

Element H
North elevation.

1980
Portable
classrooms
- relocated
from
Carranballa
c School

Note concrete retaining wall was
part of ongoing works to provide
flat playground areas.

Below, east elevation.

!

!
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Element I

Playground
/sports
facilities various

!

Element J

Vegetation various

!

Element A
Element B
Element C
Element D
Element E
Element F
Element G
Element H
Element I
Element J

1869, 1878, 1908, 1914 -16, 1922, 1925, stone and brick rendered building.
1925 Higher Elementary School building.
1936 Memorial Gateway
1950-51 Cookery Classroom - relocated Mt Rowan School.
c1960s Shelter Sheds (2)
1975-76 Student toilets, brick library and classroom
Covered walk ways - various
1980 Portable classrooms - relocated from Carranballac School.
Playground/sports facilities - various
Vegetation - various
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9. Comparative Analysis.
Schools, like places of worship, were important focal points for early communities and
many small groups of settlers first met in private homes or small private and religious
buildings, or shared halls in order to have somewhere to learn. Hill Street, is at the base
of Yam Holes Hill where the gold diggings of the town was established, and this was the
first location for the permanent government school site. Starting and maintaining a
school, often represented an enormous volunteer community effort, as well as providing
places that were important to several generations.
The Beaufort Primary School No 60 was one of 700 Common Schools established by the
government in Victoria in 1863, although purpose built schools were provided some
years later (6 years in the case of Beaufort). In 1989 there were only 126 left, of which
Beaufort is one. (Gerrard:1989:8)
There are no other known Common Schools of identical design and age to the one at
Beaufort.
This comparative list of other schools is not exhaustive and there may be schools or
former schools elsewhere in rural Victoria with some similarities, for example the 1925
design of the Higher Elementary School building.
However regarding the evolution of the main building ( as discussed in this report) it is
highly unlikely that there is a similar school building existing in Victoria.
It is also known that there are few surviving 1876 timber school buildings like the Mt
Rowan one. One of these is Little Hampton Primary School No.1700, Glenlyon, built in
1876 and protected on the Victorian Heritage Register H0843. The latter is, according to
the Heritage Victoria Statement of Significance “ architecturally significant in being one
of only a few of the Education Department "80-type" timber schools extant within the
State.”
Figure 9.1
Little Hampton Primary
School No.1700,
Glenlyon.
Source: Victorian
Heritage Database.
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There are 7 schools in the Schedule to the Heritage Overlay for Pyrenees Shire. None of
these protected former schools are in Beaufort, none are similar in design and history to
Beaufort. There are two very substantial and architecturally elaborate brick school
buildings and three architecturally plain and smaller brick schools, and one very small
timber building and one small bluestone and timber building.
Beaufort Township Heritage Precinct is HO502 in the Schedule to the Heritage Overlay
for Pyrenees Shire - paint controls apply.
Table 1
Showing the schools with Heritage Overlay protection in the Schedule of the Pyrenees
Shire Planning Scheme and their heritage status.
Name
1

2

3

Image

Heritage Status

Avoca Primary
School
No. 4

VHR H1622

118 Barnett St
Victoria.

Image Source: vhd Heritage Council.

Lower Homebush
State School.

HO26 Pyrenees Planning Scheme.

HO5 Pyrenees Planning Scheme.

11 School Road,
Homebush

Image Source: VHD. National Trust

National School

HO29 Pyrenees Planning Scheme.

124 Rutherford St
Avoca.

Image Source Google Maps. https://
www.google.com.au/maps/place/
Burke+St,
+Landsborough+VIC+3384/
@-37.0651556,143.0207731,12z/
data=!4m5!3m4!
1s0x6ad1b0d497753deb:
0xf7eb5fa997c66389!8m2!
3d-37.0082602!4d143.1333862
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4

Lake Goldsmith
State School.

HO37 Pyrenees Planning Scheme.
Bluestone and timber building.

4 Cushing Road,
Lake Goldsmith

5

6

Image Source: Lorraine Huddle 2012

Common School
No 710

HO303 Pyrenees Planning Scheme.

69 Burke St
Landsborough

Image Source:
Left. Avoca Heritage Study 1993.

1867 brick.

Below. Google Maps 2018.

Shay’s Flat School

HO305 Pyrenees Planning Scheme.

45 Burke St
Landsborough

Victorian Heritage Inventory
H7623-0317
Image Source:
https://www.google.com.au/maps/
place/Burke+St,
+Landsborough+VIC+3384/
@-37.0651556,143.0207731,12z/
data=!4m5!3m4!
1s0x6ad1b0d497753deb:
0xf7eb5fa997c66389!8m2!
3d-37.0082602!4d143.1333862

Moved from
Shay’s Flat c1930
for use as a
butcher’s shop.
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7

Moonambel State
School 1683

HO351 Pyrenees Planning Scheme.
Image Source: Google Maps https://
www.google.com.au/maps/place/
Moonambel+Primary+School/
@-36.989401,143.3206583,3a,75y,191.49h,
97.37t/data=!3m6!1e1!3m4!
1sqOUpHcVUYVSlpNNuOh-tnw!2e0!7i13312!
8i6656!4m13!1m7!3m6!
1s0x6ad1ab73d56fad45:0xf391d589a2e94c8f
!2sPrimary+School,+24+Humffray+St,
+Moonambel+VIC+3478!3b1!8m2!
3d-36.98963!4d143.320993!3m4!
1s0x6ad1ab71e386fc79:0x1cc1ebdeaa9c7d89
!8m2!3d-36.990134!4d143.32051

24 Humffray St.,
Moonambel
Built 1875, brick
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10. Statement of Significance
This statement of significance is based on the history, description and comparative analysis in this
citation. The Criteria, A, B, C, D, E, F, G, H is the Heritage Council Criteria for assessing cultural
heritage significance (HERCON). Level of Significance, Local, State, National, is in accordance
with the level of Government legislation.
What is significant ?
The complex of 4 elements and their setting, including the 1869 rendered stone and brick Primary
School No 60 building and its associated alterations in 1878, 1908, 1914, 1922, 1925; the 1925 Higher
Elementary School building; the 1936 Memorial Gateway; and the 1876/1950 Mt Rowan Primary
School/Cookery classroom at Beaufort Primary School at 7-25 Hill Street, Beaufort. Other
structures/elements are not significant.
How is it significant?
The complex of structures/elements and their setting, including the very early 1869 rendered stone
and brick Primary School No 60 building and its associated alterations in 1878, 1908, 1914, 1922,
1925; the 1925 rendered and face brick Higher Elementary School building’; the 1936 timber and
brick Memorial Gateway; and the 1876/1950 timber Mt Rowan Primary School/Cookery
classroom at Beaufort Primary School at 7-25 Hill Street, Beaufort, are aesthetically, historically and
socially significant at a LOCAL level to the Pyrenees Shire and particularly the town of Beaufort.
Why is it significant?
The complex of 4 elements and their setting, including the very early 1869 rendered stone and
brick Primary School No 60 building and its associated alterations in 1878, 1908, 1914, 1922, 1925;
the 1925 Higher Elementary School rendered and face brick building’; the 1936 timber and brick
Memorial Gateway; and the 1876/1950 timber Mt Rowan Primary School/Cookery classroom at
Beaufort Primary School at 7-25 Hill Street, Beaufort:Historically significant at a local level for their strong association with the embodiment of the
education of the children of Beaufort and district community for over 150 years. The former
Beaufort State School No.60 was erected as a government Common School in 1869 (partially
funded by the government and by local community fundraising), and transferred to the State
School system following passage of the 1873 Education Act. The date of 1869 and the number on
the school being sixty, illustrates that it was one of the earliest Common Schools constructed in the
State, and the site still has the original school building with documented alterations and additions.
It has a long connection with the history and development of the rural township of Beaufort.
(Criteria A4)
Socially significant at a LOCAL level. It is recognised by the Beaufort community as having
public value and pride as the home of their well maintained and operational education service for
over 150 years. And for its strong association with numerous, regular and ongoing community
fundraising events to pay for ongoing maintenance and equipment, and particularly for up to 50%
of the cost of buildings and works over 150 years. Community working bees were a regular and
important part of the community’s input to the amenity and needs of the school including digging
the air raid shelters and trenches in 1942. The school worked for over a year to ensure their
proposal for a Memorial Gateway to the Late Sir Alexander Peacock in recognition of the work and
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assistance he gave the school over the years as a Member of Parliament, was realised. (Criterion
G1)
Aesthetically significant at a LOCAL level.
The main building is architecturally significant as a substantially intact example of a mid
nineteenth-century Victorian Romanesque style stone school building which has evolved with
additions and alterations over a 150 year period into a unique Victorian Italianate design in which
the architects have used render and classical elements to create an aesthetically harmonious
building unified by the prominent and impressive square tower with pyramidal roof.
There are no other historic schools in the Pyrenees Shire which represent this style of architecture,
or combination of buildings from the 1869 Common School up to and including the 1925
alterations and extensions, the 1925 Interwar Georgian Revival, and the c1876 timber Victorian
Carpenter Gothic school from Mt Rowan.
The architecture of the complex of structures illustrates a substantially intact country government
school premises, which has evolved from a very early 2 roomed Common School (1869) stone
building and continued to be used for over 150 years. The form and style of the original stone
building can be understood from the plans and photographs, and physical features such as the
roof form, deep eaves with projecting purlins, oculus roof vents in the gable ends, walls, and
double arched windows.
The 1925 Higher Elementary School building, is a very intact example of an Interwar Georgian
Revival style. Particularly notable is the freestanding setting, with the symmetric front elevation
with regular repetitive fenestration, paned double-hung windows of vertical proportions, plain
wall surfaces of face brick and stucco, fine textured hipped roof, creates a design with clarity,
simplicity, restrained and simplified classicism.
The c1876 Mt Rowan School timber building, is a rare survivor in the State of Victoria of the "80type" timber schools extant within the State. It is in the Victorian Carpenter Gothic style, albeit
with some post war alterations by Chief Architect Percy Everett, particularly the chimney,
windows on the west wall and enlarged porch on the NW corner, to convert it a 1950 cookery
classroom.
Uninterrupted public panoramic views of the complex of structures from Hill Street are also
important. (Criterion D2)
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APPENDIX A - HERCON CRITERIA
Heritage Council Criteria for assessing cultural heritage significance (HERCON)
(Criteria adopted by the Heritage Council on 7 August 2008 pursuant to Sections 8(1)(c) and 8(2)
of the Heritage Act 1995).
Criterion A:
Importance to the course, or pattern, of our cultural or natural history.
Criterion B:
Possession of uncommon, rare or endangered aspects of our cultural history.
Criterion C:
Potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of our cultural history.
Criterion D:
Importance in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a class of cultural places and objects.
Criterion E:
Importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics.
Criterion F:
Importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement at a particular
period.
Criterion G:
Strong or special association with a particular community or cultural group for social, cultural or
spiritual reasons. This includes the significance of a place to Indigenous peoples as part of their
continuing and developing cultural traditions.
Criterion H:
Special association with the life or works of a person, or group of persons, of importance in our
history.
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