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Request to be heard?: No - but please email me a
Full Name:

Kevin Arthur Holt

Organisation:
Address of affected property:

Attachment 1:
Attachment 2:
Attachment 3:
Submission:

I wish to strongly object to the AGL Gas Project being planned in Western Port. This
project is going to have a huge impact on the biodiversity and quality of this
magnificent Ramsar Listed waterway which belongs to all Victorians and Australians
and should be highly protected. I am a sailor and regular user of Westernport with a
yacht in one of it's marinas. Westernport is a fantastic, relatively unspoilt waterway
that is used and appreciated by the sailing, fishing and general community at large
and should not be handed over to big business to simply milk more profits out of our
heritage. Why is it that a huge multi national Company can simply steam roller over
the future of OUR environment and pushing this through in a time of Coved
lockdown adds to their disgusting attitude towards the community and
environment. The politians who are supporting this project should be ashamed of
themselves, they are (as we see all to often) selling our environment down the river
for short term gain. PLEASE PUT A STOP TO THISD PROJECT NOW. And force AGL to
do a proper environmental impact study without shortcuts which would then expose
the true effects of their money grabbing project. They have inadequately
considered and understate the risks of: Explosions and ship collisions Impact on
sensitive marine communities and listed species, such as whales Impact on
wetland habitat and waterbirds that are critical values of Westernport Bay’s Ramsar
site The release of higher than safe levels of chlorine levels into marine waters
Chlorine released from the discharge points on the FSRU ship (produced for cooling
operations) at its peak will release up to 47 kg/day. The FSRU ship will be releasing
more than the identified safe levels identified by CSIRO for marine waters. It will be
releasing 100 micrograms per litre, when the safe levels to protect 99% of species is
set at just 6 micrograms per litre. This is over 16 times higher than safe levels for
marine waters. This pool of chlorine, identified as being over safe limits for marine
waters, is modelled to extend over an area of 5 hectares around the FSRU ship.
Assumptions are made that it will be dissolved in no time, but the EES does not take
into account the other contaminants (secondary products from the chlorine) which
can be produced, pending what other particles are in the water. These
contaminants have the potential for irreversible damage to the ecosystem. The
EES does not address how these toxicants can travel to other ecological sensitive
areas, for example with the movements of tides. In some cases, evidence of
contaminants dispersing further afield are excluded in the EES. For example, in FSRU
operations in other parts of the world toxicants can be distributed to wider areas.
All in all, despite the lack scientific backing in their studies there is one huge
underlying issue. Western Port belongs to us all, it's not there for one company to
simply destroy.
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Request to be heard?: No
Full Name:

Patricia England

Organisation:

NO

Address of affected property:

Attachment 1:
Attachment 2:
Attachment 3:
Submission:

I cannot claim to completely understand all of the possible negative effects which
will result from AGL proposed "developments" in Westernport Bay. But I do know
that, in the light of so much opposition, AGL has not done its job in offering total
transparency, total disclosure, comprehensive research of the effect on the
environment and marine life and has therefore not even attempted to satisfy or
even address the concerns of Mornington Peninsula residents. On those grounds
alone, I would have to say they need to go back to the drawing board and address
these concerns, rather than just attempting to push it all through with the aid of
various ministers who do not live anywhere near this precious environment.
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Request to be heard?: No - but please email me a
Full Name:

Antonietta Gentile

Organisation:

n/a

Address of affected property:

Attachment 1:
Attachment 2:
Attachment 3:
Submission:

Westernport is my beach, my happy place, my passion, it is where the animals and
wild life I work with voluntarily, it is where the birds I watch wade and feed
throughout the day, it is where the mangroves I have planted, it is where I volunteer
to monitor sea grasses, it is where I watch the sun rise and sunset, it is where I
meticulously pick up fisherman litter and other human litter and it where I and many
magnificent creatures reside. The following are the other catastrophic impacts this
will have on our area: Wetland birds and Ramsar values wetland values ignored
Both the terrestrial and marine impact assessment reports dismiss the potential for
impacts on wetland birds and Ramsar wetlands of international importance
(recognised for containing representative, rare or unique wetlands, or wetlands that
are important for conserving biological diversity). The EES discounts any impacts on
wetland birds by saying that because they are not in the direct project vicinity, they
will not be impacted. It is well known that wetland birds have sensitivities to
disturbance i.e. visual light, noise and predators. These disturbances can alter
behaviours and translate to a reduction in energy reserves for the animals. Any
depression of prey populations from other environmental impacts can also have an
immediate effect on the survivorship of birds, particularly those breeding or building
reserves for migration. The combined effects from noise, visual disturbance, and
movement barriers for feeding (cumulative impacts) are not considered. This is a
huge issue because wetland and migratory birds are well known to be particularly
sensitive to combined pressures. The EES does not address biological impacts on
Westernport Bay’s Ramsar ecological values and has no direct assessment of the key
sensitivities for these habitats and significant species. There are no predictions of
degrees of change in ‘ecological character’ of Westernport Bay’s Ramsar site i.e. the
combination of the ecosystem components, processes, and benefits and services
that characterise the wetland. This area is my passion and the destruction is un
necessary. We do not need this pipeline. Thanks
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Request to be heard?: Yes
Full Name:

Peter Francis Beckett Renkin

Organisation:
Address of affected property:

Attachment 1:
Attachment 2:
Attachment 3:
Submission:

1. I expect AGL's proposal to be ethical by accounting for all social, environmental &
economic issues. The issue is not merely industrial. 2. I do not want the protection
offered by the Ramsar Convention compromised. Australia has signed an
international commitment to protect native plants, shorebirds, marine life, &
animals of the coastal wetlands & woodlands fringing Western Port. AGL does not
guarantee adequate protection spanning 20 years. 3. Reliance on more gas energy
for production over 20 years is no longer an environmental or economically viable
proposition compared to alternative non-carbon emission, non- fossil fuel energy
technologies in which AGL can profitably invest. 4. The local neighbourhoods of
Western Port do not obtain welfare, health or economic benefits from either
aspects of the project (storage/regasification unit & pipeline) - whether it concerns
more long term jobs, improved/extended reticulated gas service, impact upon Crib
Point residential life of; dust during construction, night light glare, noise, fumes of
burning gas, & danger of leakages, fire or explosion. AGL's assessment of 'risk' is not
available for scrutiny. 5. No external party is named to monitor nor handle
complaints. No penalties for breach have been considered in the proposal. AGL's
compliance history is suspect. 6. What are the 'offsets' that AGL must undertake
where the environment is damaged? AGL does not address effectively the toxic
waste water re-entering Western Port, & the immediate/ long term effects on the
life of dolphins & whales. 7. In the Crib Point area Aboriginal relics & heritage sites
are not considered. How will AGL/APA ensure a rigorous examination of cultural
protection be undertaken? 8. What is the predicted impact of Climate Change on the
proposed AGL Crib Point site - wave surge, higher water level, erosion of shoreline?
9. Is there an overall Plan for the industrial, townships, residential & environmental
development of this area? Have the Mornington Peninsula Shire, State & Federal
Governments created a thorough & jointly agreed upon plan with stakeholders including: other industries/enterprises -. tourism, primary producers, recreational
fishers, residents of coastal villages (I am a permanent resident of Shoreham),
public transport, highways, Port of Hastings? How does this industrial project
integrate with the overall plan for the economic, social, environment & therefore
benefit all the stakeholders? 10. To whom is the public grant made? How are the
stakeholders to be engaged in the allocation process & consequently benefit from
the AGL development? 11. AGL has proposed two technological methods of
regasification - open & closed. Each considers differential costs. However, neither of
these methods effectively meets the criteria of short to long term comprehensive
protection of the environment & human welfare. The cumulative impact upon
nature, people, & their culture must be dominant criteria .
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Request to be heard?: No
Full Name:

Monique Parkes

Organisation:
Address of affected property:

Attachment 1:
Attachment 2:
Attachment 3:
Submission:

Dear Team, I am writing to object to the proposed establishment of gas lines in
Western Port Bay. A place that as it currently stands provides locals and tourists a
like with somewhere to savour because of it’s cleanliness and natural beauty. It is
these very qualities and more, that we should cherish and protect rather than risk a
project that has the potential to destroy its magnificence. I urge you to abandon all
considerations of this project in order to protect and maintain Western Port Bay.
The benefits of conservation far outweigh the dangers of the myriad of
consequences from the gas pipelines project. Yours sincerely, Monique
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Wednesday, 19 August 2020

Phillip Slattery
Warrandyte VIC 3113

Personal Submission to Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee for AGL gas
import jetty and gas pipeline project.
My name is Phillip Slattery and I care about the environment in Westernport Bay.
I cherish Westernport Bay, a Ramsar listed site of international significance, for the unique qualities
of its terrestrial and marine flora and fauna, its cultural heritage, recreational opportunities and its
scenic values.
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the
opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty
and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this proposal
unacceptable under its current form, including the devastating impacts it would have on the marine
ecology of the area, but the issue that concerns me most is the negative impact on greenhouse
gas emissions in Victoria.
The Victorian Climate Change Act 2016 commits Victoria to a target of net zero emissions by 2050.
This requires the electrification of our economy and switching to clean, renewable energy sources.
Any new gas projects are simply not compatible with this commitment.
It is clear that renewable energy has become the cheapest alternative for new power production.
This holds true even when renewables are backed with 6 hours of storage to guarantee that
renewable energy can be delivered when required according to the Australian Energy Market
Operator and CSIRO. The fact that firmed renewables will displace gas is becoming increasingly
accepted in the energy markets. This year AEMO adjusted its Victorian GPG annual consumption
forecast for the 2014 to 2039 period. They now assume that gas consumption will be dramatically
below what was previously thought due to a higher penetration of renewables than previously
forecast. We do not need imported gas in Victoria - the project is unnecessary !
Millions of Australians consider climate change not to be a threat in the distant future but a
dangerous reality we face right now. We are on track for several degrees Celsius of warming by
the end of the century if we do not curb our emissions from fossil fuels. The plummeting costs of
renewables and energy storage has rendered fossil fuel projects not only a threat to our
environment but also bad business. Recent research has shown that wetlands have the potential
to capture and store large amounts of carbon for hundreds of years. Wetlands should be protected
and enhanced for their role in the fight against climate change rather than being subject to
potentially damaging projects like this gas import terminal proposed by AGL. In Victoria we have
already bulldozed or drained most of our freshwater wetlands which has contributed to the loss of
approximately 35 per cent of wetlands worldwide between 1970-2015. We simply cannot afford to
lose any more as we face the climate crisis.
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Gas is more carbon polluting than coal if methane leakage throughout the whole gas supply chain
is above 3.2 per cent. Recent studies have shown that we have previously underestimated how
much methane is released to the atmosphere during gas production. It has been found that
onshore gas fields in the United States have levels of leakage of 2-17 per cent. Despite these
findings the Australian gas industry and federal government report far lower emission intensities for
unconventional gas emissions based on default emissions factors rather than on reliable
measurements. Gas is not a climate solution. The AGL proposal must not be allowed to proceed.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environmental assessment of the Crib
Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined above, the negative impact on the
environment from the greenhouse gas emissions in Victoria would be unacceptable. There are
many other viable, and more suitable, options Victoria can pursue to ensure that we meet our
energy needs without exposing the precious wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique wildlife
which depend on this ecosystem, or the local community to any harm.
Yours Sincerely,

!

Phillip Slattery
4 Carol Court
Warrandyte VIC 3113
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Request to be heard?: Yes
Full Name:

Kevin Marks

Organisation:
Address of affected property:

Attachment 1:
Attachment 2:
Attachment 3:
Submission:

I write this submission to register my opposition to A.G.L's proposal to establish
their gas import refinery/terminal in an important sensitive marine/coastal bushland
area and very close to a younger growing community. Being one of the closer
residents I fear for my health and loss of an area that I love and enjoy daily but are
far more concerned about the devastation that this polluting industry will have on a
Ramsar listed wetland. Since I have lived here I have watched the foreshore fight to
recover,repair and re-establish itself after being left in a deplorable state by the last
gas refinery that used thus site.Slowly the mangroves are
recovering/expanding,seaweed,crabs and molluscs are all returning to this once
barren foreshore and now A.G.L will destroy it all again with their warm,chlorinated
toxic wastewater dumping and unplanned spills,accidents and dredging and pipe
laying. The whales,seals and dolphins are smart enough to stay away but lots of
creatures[me included] don't have that choice and slowly everything will die
again.How far this toxic dead area will extend I don't know and A.G.L wont care. I
will be affected by air and noise pollution,increased heavy vehicle traffic and access
to an area that I love but all insignificant compared to the long term destruction of
this wonderful,important wetland area by a short term,outdated and unwelcome
A.G.L. Yours sincerely Kevin Marks
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Request to be heard?: No
Full Name:

Jeanette Davidson

Organisation:

no

Address of affected property:

Attachment 1:
Attachment 2:
Attachment 3:
Submission:

Wildlife play an important roll in an ecosystem and the health of our planet. Our
health depends on the health of our planet. The short time gain in destroying our
natural world will cost people a huge amount of money and time to restore. So you
see we need to conserve biodiversity. As members of a community that is a
responsibility, to ensure that the planet we leave children, is as good if not better
than the one inherited. That is called “Intergenerational Equity”, a principal
enshrined into Australian law, which is being ignored. Getting out of the
Anthropocene Geological Age, Mrs. Davidson

Submission Cover Sheet
Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee EES

218

Request to be heard?: No - but please email me a
Full Name:

José Truda Palazzo, Jr.

Organisation:
Address of affected property:

Attachment 1:
Attachment 2:
Attachment 3:
Submission:

As a proud father of a young Australian citizen living in Melbourne, and as a repeat
visitor to your beautiful State; as an environmental consultant on coastal and marine
conservation and Member of the IUCN Tourism and Protected Areas Specialist
Group, I would like to say that developing Westernport Bay through this proposed
project is an immense, irreparable mistake. VIC's remaining natural coastal areas
must be protected as a general norm, and this area in particular has unique,
immense environmental AND economic value not only for its ecosystem services
which benefit everyone but also for its scenic and Tourism potential. By approving
industrial development there you are not only depriving VIC citizens like my
daughter of this invaluable natural heritage, but damaging the entire world
community which looks toward Australia as a beacon of good environmental
management in many areas. Please make sure that the public interest is held above
short-term vision and private corporation greed, and deny this project a permit.
Thank you.
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Request to be heard?: No - but please email me a
Full Name:

Pasquale Salvatore Lazzaro

Organisation:

No

Address of affected property:

10 coryule avenue shoreham

Attachment 1:
Attachment 2:
Attachment 3:
Submission:

I am disappointed that you are seeking to rush through this project when there has
clearly not been enough time given for the public to consider and respond to AGLs
environmental impact report, which contains many questionable claims, oversights,
and omissions. I am concerned about the impact of the 60-kilometre pipeline from
Crib Point to Pakenham and its impact on native vegetation and a significant number
of threatened species, as well as the numerous inadequate considerations the AGL
report has made of the marine impact on the Westernport Bay area. Please ensure
these concerns are adequately addressed before making a decision on this project.

Submission Cover Sheet
Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee EES

220

Request to be heard?: No - but please email me a
Full Name:

bruce jeffery

Organisation:

no

Address of affected property:

Attachment 1:
Attachment 2:
Attachment 3:
Submission:

On a purely economic front - whatever is built there stands a very good chance of
becoming a stranded asset. just look at the write downs happening to fossil fuel
assets here and globally right now. this trend is likely to continue and possible even
accelerate in the near future. No doubt the proponents of this want some Govt $$
for it in 1 form or another. please resist this and don't offer any, I seriously doubt
they will get finance for it as a stand alone proposal with no govt fiscal support global financiers are well aware of the stranded asset issue facing fossil fuel
developments. On an environmental front: Western Port Bay is a Ramsar site. It is a
place of beauty, important and precious natural systems that provide life and vitality
to birds, marine life, animals and us, human beings. We have already destroyed so
many of these natural sanctuaries and systems in the name of 'economic progress',
please let's not add another to our list. Let this government be remembered as
one that preserved and protected our natural assets, not depleted and destroyed
them. Let this government also be remembered as one that really took measures
to address climate change and moved us away from fossil fuels. Renewable energy
and battery storage is our future, not coal, not oil and not gas. We have the
technical solutions, we know what we need to do and we can do it. We have the
desire within the community to move in this direction, which is why we have seen
such an enormous uptake of rooftop solar. So please, really take the lead and lead
us there. As Victorian's we don't want an expansion of gas infrastructure, we want
to move away from gas, which like coal and oil is a fossil fuel. We want to move
towards renewable energy, to clean our air, reduce our carbon and greenhouse gas
emissions and protect the natural systems and places upon which we so deeply
depend, for our life and all life. Please don't allow this further development of gas
infrastructure to take place in this ecologically significant bay, that is also so
important to people like myself and so many others that live and visit Westernport.
Westernport is a place where we can connect with nature and restore and nourish
ourselves, care of this connection. It is a place we love. It takes so little effort and
time to damage and destroy. It takes a long time to recreate, rebuild and recover.
COVID-19 is showing us this right now. Natural systems are complex, diverse and
resilient. They represent what we want to become as human cultures and societies.
When we damage them, some of that damage is irreversible, certainly within our
lifetime. Please, let's not damage them, rather let's protect them, so that my
children and grandchildren can continue to wonder and marvel at how birds can
travel so far, so fast, with so little food to stop at this special place, close to our
home and gift us with their presence.
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Thursday, 20 August 2020

Elise Slattery
Hawthorn VIC 3122

Personal Submission to Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee for AGL gas import jetty and gas pipeline project.
My name is Elise Slattery and I care about the environment in Westernport Bay.
I cherish Westernport Bay, a Ramsar listed site of international significance, for the unique qualities
of its terrestrial and marine flora and fauna, its cultural heritage, recreational opportunities and its
scenic values.
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and
gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this proposal unacceptable
under its current form, including harm to Westernport Bay's value as a treasured tourist destination, but the issue that concerns me most is the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands
and wildlife.
Wetlands are among the most biodiverse ecosystems on earth. They combine land and water
which allows them to be home to at least 1350 species including migratory birds like the critically
endangered Orange-Bellied Parrot. Half of the Westernport Bay wetland is made up of seagrass
beds which are a nursery site for prawns and fish. Westernport Bay is also the most significant site
for mangroves in Victoria. Mangroves stabilise sediment and protect the shoreline from erosion.
The shoreline directly around the Crib Point jetty is an extensive mangrove stand. Wetlands should
be protected as a key habitat for an incredible array of plants and animals rather than being subject to potentially damaging projects like this gas import terminal proposed by AGL.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into the Bay
each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much we do not
know about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The impact
modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate. Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high conservation value
areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State Environment Protection Policy (Waters). AGL
has so far been unsuccessful in their attempts to weaken these laws. Combining the poor impact
assessments and the fact that the plan currently does not meet the legal requirements this proposal should not continue.
Wetlands contain a disproportionate amount of the soil carbon on our planet. Wetlands are responsible for storing between 20 and 30 per cent of global soil carbon despite occupying only
around 5 and 8 per cent of the surface of the Earth. Protecting wetlands such as Westernport Bay
Ramsar site should be a priority to prevent the release of vast quantities of carbon pollution to the
atmosphere. This is particularly important as a defense against the impacts of climate change.
Small marine organisms which make up the foundations of the ecosystem - like plankton and fish
eggs - would be the most impacted by this proposal. Locally they would be unable to escape being
pulled into the ship intake and being subjected to chlorine levels far above safe levels. The impact
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is likely to be significant with nearly half a billion litres of water being drawn into the intakes each
day. This enormous quantity of colder chlorinated water would be dumped back into the Bay and
disperse with the current thereby further affecting marine wildlife.
The beach and reserve area around Crib Point jetty is a popular spot for residents and visitors
alike. Access to the reserve and surrounding areas is likely to be affected by the loss of bush or by
disruptions because of maintenance or high noise. The EES notes that there is not a comparable
reserve area nearby. The increased number of ships coming into Westernport Bay and the strict
exclusion zones will mean boaters or sailors will have more disruptive ship traffic to contend with.
Fishers will enjoy less catch as a result of the impact of increased shipping and toxic chlorination of
the important nursery seagrass surrounding the Crib Point jetty.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come to see
the little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas
tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of the area and
be inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This could impact
Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment assessment of the Crib
Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined above, the impact on our internationally
recognised wetlands and wildlife would be unacceptable. There are many other viable, and more
suitable, options Victoria can pursue to ensure that we meet our energy needs without exposing
the precious wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique wildlife which depend on this ecosystem, or
the local community to any harm.
Yours Sincerely,

Elise Slattery
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Wednesday, 19 August 2020

Maureen Elmore
Box Hill VIC 3128

Personal Submission to Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee for AGL gas
import jetty and gas pipeline project.
My name is Maureen Elmore and I visit Westernport Bay often.
I cherish Westernport Bay, a Ramsar listed site of international significance, for the unique qualities
of its terrestrial and marine flora and fauna and its scenic values. As an artist I have been drawn to
the beauty of the area which has been a source of inspiration for my artworks over many decades.
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the
opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty
and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this proposal
unacceptable under its current form, including the harm to the area as a favourite tourist
destination, but the issue that concerns me most is the impact on our internationally recognised
wetlands and wildlife.
Wetlands are among the most biodiverse ecosystems on earth. They combine land and water
which allows them to be home to at least 1350 species including migratory birds like the critically
endangered Orange-Bellied Parrot. Half of the Westernport Bay wetland is made up of seagrass
beds which are a nursery site for prawns and fish. Westernport Bay is also the most significant site
for mangroves in Victoria. Mangroves stabilise sediment and protect the shoreline from erosion.
The shoreline directly around the Crib Point jetty is an extensive mangrove stand. Wetlands should
be protected as a key habitat for an incredible array of plants and animals rather than being subject
to potentially damaging projects like this gas import terminal proposed by AGL.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into the Bay
each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much we do not
know about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The impact
modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate.
Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high conservation value
areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State Environment Protection Policy (Waters). AGL
has so far been unsuccessful in their attempts to weaken these laws. Combining the poor impact
assessments and the fact that the plan currently does not meet the legal requirements this
proposal should not continue.
Small marine organisms which make up the foundations of the ecosystem - like plankton and fish
eggs - would be the most impacted by this proposal. Locally they would be unable to escape being
pulled into the ship intake and being subjected to chlorine levels far above safe levels. The impact
is likely to be significant with nearly half a billion litres of water being drawn into the intakes each
day. This enormous quantity of colder chlorinated water would be dumped back into the Bay and
disperse with the current thereby further affecting marine wildlife.
I am also seriously concerned that the project, if allowed to proceed, would seriously impact
negatively on the area as a cherished recreational area for many people. Phillip Island is the
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second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come to see the little penguins
and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other incredible marine and
wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas tankers and a
Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of the area and be inconsistent
with the perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a
popular tourist destination.

The beach and reserve area around Crib Point jetty is a popular spot for residents and visitors
alike. Access to the reserve and surrounding areas is likely to be affected by the loss of bush or by
disruptions because of maintenance or high noise. The EES notes that there is not a comparable
reserve area nearby. The increased number of ships coming into Westernport Bay and the strict
exclusion zones will mean boaters or sailors will have more disruptive ship traffic to contend with.
Fishers will enjoy less catch as a result of the impact of increased shipping and toxic chlorination of
the important nursery seagrass surrounding the Crib Point jetty.

Millions of Australians consider climate change not to be a threat in the distant future but a
dangerous reality we face right now. We are on track for several degrees Celsius of warming by
the end of the century if we do not curb our emissions from fossil fuels. The plummeting costs of
renewables and energy storage has rendered fossil fuel projects not only a threat to our
environment but also bad business. Corporations like AGL should be investing more in renewables
and supporting consumers to move away from gas instead of investing in soon-to-be stranded
assets. This proposal to build a gas import terminal is not consistent with what we need to do to
create a safe climate. The AGL gas project must not proceed!

Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment assessment of the Crib
Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined above, the impact on our internationally
recognised wetlands and wildlife would be unacceptable. There are many other viable, and more
suitable, options Victoria can pursue to ensure that we meet our energy needs without exposing
the precious wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique wildlife which depend on this ecosystem, or
the local community to any harm.
Sincerely,
Maureen Elmore
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Full Name:

Louise Riley

Organisation:
Address of affected property:

Attachment 1:
Attachment 2:
Attachment 3:
Submission:

I am writing about the proposed AGL Crib Point Gas Import Jetty and Pipeline Project
I am desperately worried about global warming and the resulting effects of climate
change and the continuing destruction of natural habitats. Westernport bay is a
pristine biodiverse environment. It is home to internationally significant wetlands.
It’s varied plant species sustaining a rich wildlife including dolphins, sharks, sea
dragons and migratory birds to name but a few. How can we put any more wetlands
at risk when 35 percent of the world’s wetlands have already been lost? Wetlands
directly affect climate change as they can store large amounts of carbon for
hundreds of years. This in itself should be enough to stop anything that would
threaten that environment but to lose all this to build a gas terminal is completely
nonsensical. Its unique environmental beauty Westernport Bay is a tourist
destination generating revenue and jobs for the local community. It is up to our
elected representatives to facilitate and support moves to transition away from
fossil fuel to clean sustainable energy. The proposed AGL Pipeline seems to be
exactly the sort of short-term fix, environmentally damaging project that must NOT
go ahead if we are serious about tackling climate change. The time has come when
we must say NO to anymore more environmental destruction. How can AGL justify
Westernport Bay as an appropriate sight when there is no existing infrastructure?
Does AGL believe decimating internationally significant wetlands is ethically or
environmentally responsible and is in keeping with current scientific research about
curbing global warming? AGL CEO Brett Redman is quoted in the AGE newspaper
in August 2020 saying “AGL is on track for a future which is lower-carbon and lets
customers and our communities go on the journey together rather than in conflict.”
How can AGL reconcile this public rhetoric with its private actions of ignoring the
local community and (even in the best-case scenario) polluting the pristine waters of
Westernport bay? AGL may promise that there will be little negative environmental
impact but how can they be believed when they have incurred more that 7 million
dollars’ worth of fines for deceptive and misleading behaviour. I do not believe we
should take the devastating environmental risks associated AGL’s proposed gas
pipeline and floating jetty. Why isn’t AGL putting all its resources into renewable
energy instead of risking environmental devastation in this very short sighted
project?
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I am writing about the proposed AGL Crib Point Gas Import Jetty and Pipeline Project
I am desperately worried about global warming and the resulting effects of climate
change and the continuing destruction of natural habitats. Westernport bay is a
pristine biodiverse environment. It is home to internationally significant wetlands.
It’s varied plant species sustaining a rich wildlife including dolphins, sharks, sea
dragons and migratory birds to name but a few. How can we put any more wetlands
at risk when 35 percent of the world’s wetlands have already been lost? Wetlands
directly affect climate change as they can store large amounts of carbon for
hundreds of years. This in itself should be enough to stop anything that would
threaten that environment but to lose all this to build a gas terminal is completely
nonsensical. Its unique environmental beauty Westernport Bay is a tourist
destination generating revenue and jobs for the local community. It is up to our
elected representatives to facilitate and support moves to transition away from
fossil fuel to clean sustainable energy. The proposed AGL Pipeline seems to be
exactly the sort of short-term fix, environmentally damaging project that must NOT
go ahead if we are serious about tackling climate change. The time has come when
we must say NO to anymore more environmental destruction. How can AGL justify
Westernport Bay as an appropriate sight when there is no existing infrastructure?
Does AGL believe decimating internationally significant wetlands is ethically or
environmentally responsible and is in keeping with current scientific research about
curbing global warming? AGL CEO Brett Redman is quoted in the AGE newspaper
in August 2020 saying “AGL is on track for a future which is lower-carbon and lets
customers and our communities go on the journey together rather than in conflict.”
How can AGL reconcile this public rhetoric with its private actions of ignoring the
local community and (even in the best-case scenario) polluting the pristine waters of
Westernport bay? AGL may promise that there will be little negative environmental
impact but how can they be believed when they have incurred more that 7 million
dollars’ worth of fines for deceptive and misleading behaviour. I do not believe we
should take the devastating environmental risks associated AGL’s proposed gas
pipeline and floating jetty. Why isn’t AGL putting all its resources into renewable
energy instead of risking environmental devastation in this very short sighted
project?
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I am writing about the proposed AGL Crib Point Gas Import Jetty and Pipeline Project
I am desperately worried about global warming and the resulting effects of climate
change and the continuing destruction of natural habitats. Westernport bay is a
pristine biodiverse environment. It is home to internationally significant wetlands.
It’s varied plant species sustaining a rich wildlife including dolphins, sharks, sea
dragons and migratory birds to name but a few. How can we put any more wetlands
at risk when 35 percent of the world’s wetlands have already been lost? Wetlands
directly affect climate change as they can store large amounts of carbon for
hundreds of years. This in itself should be enough to stop anything that would
threaten that environment but to lose all this to build a gas terminal is completely
nonsensical. Its unique environmental beauty Westernport Bay is a tourist
destination generating revenue and jobs for the local community. It is up to our
elected representatives to facilitate and support moves to transition away from
fossil fuel to clean sustainable energy. The proposed AGL Pipeline seems to be
exactly the sort of short-term fix, environmentally damaging project that must NOT
go ahead if we are serious about tackling climate change. The time has come when
we must say NO to anymore more environmental destruction. How can AGL justify
Westernport Bay as an appropriate sight when there is no existing infrastructure?
Does AGL believe decimating internationally significant wetlands is ethically or
environmentally responsible and is in keeping with current scientific research about
curbing global warming? AGL CEO Brett Redman is quoted in the AGE newspaper
in August 2020 saying “AGL is on track for a future which is lower-carbon and lets
customers and our communities go on the journey together rather than in conflict.”
How can AGL reconcile this public rhetoric with its private actions of ignoring the
local community and (even in the best-case scenario) polluting the pristine waters of
Westernport bay? AGL may promise that there will be little negative environmental
impact but how can they be believed when they have incurred more that 7 million
dollars’ worth of fines for deceptive and misleading behaviour. I do not believe we
should take the devastating environmental risks associated AGL’s proposed gas
pipeline and floating jetty. Why isn’t AGL putting all its resources into renewable
energy instead of risking environmental devastation in this very short sighted
project?
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Submission to the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee AGL Environment Effects Statement
Gas Import Jetty and Pipeline Project

17th August 2020

Beverley Middleton

Macleod. Vic 3085
Middletonbev9@gmail.com
Ph 0419 777 606

I have become so concerned about the state of the environment in Victoria and the rising path of
carbon emissions that I make this submission. I speak for many friends and relatives who do not
have the time nor the confidence to make a submission, however amongst the people I know there
is little support for another unnecessary fossil fuel project. My concerns about this project are listed
below
The environmental costs to Victorians are considerably greater than the economic benefits they will
receive.
This project emits more climate warming gas at a time when the Victorian Government is preparing
a plan to meet targets to keep our climate warming to 1.5degrees
Natural gas is a fossil fuel consisting mainly of methane, a more potent climate warming gas than
CO2. Over a 20-year time frame, the CO2 from using natural gas is 2.3 and 2.8 times than that using
coal.
This facility is very close to the internationally recognised Western Port Ramsar Wetlands
(959,955.05 hectares), an extensive site with rich biological diversity including migratory birds, seagrasses, saltmarsh, mangroves, fish and marine mammals, important breeding grounds for our fish
stocks. Three national parks are also situated within the Westernport area.
The ecosystem of Western Port, as is many ecosystems in Victoria, is already facing severe threats
from climate change. Our climate has become more unstable, more severe bushfires over a longer
seasons, ocean surges, droughts, habitat loss, loss of species at an alarming rate. Each new project is
an additional stress these protected areas cannot sustain.
The environmental impacts of climate change on our State are frightening, more than ever we need
to protect those areas deemed particularly special, our RAMSAR nominated areas, our national
parks.
Impacts such as increasing water-surface temperature and sea levels, reduced rainfall and increasing
intensity of heatwaves are just some of the well-documented effects of climate change which would
be exacerbated by this development
The approval of a project such as this is placing these areas under a high risk of significant change.
Our knowledge of ecosystems and habitats and species of this area is limited. We do know that
nature is finely balanced, species develop together, and in a fairly constant environment. We also
know that gradual and dramatic changes to temperature, acidity, changes to chemical composition
will cause changes to habitat and species. They either move or die out. Typically, there are some
species that can cope with the change and they then dominate the ecosystem. The ecosystem has
changed from a complex and diverse system to simple and less diverse and increasingly susceptible
to stress. Once an ecosystem has lost its diversity it is too late to recover.
The economic gains to Victorians of this project are questionable.
There are many alternative available that provide better economic benefits and are less harmful to
the environment. The Australian Energy Market Operator (AEMO) has recently announced that
renewables can provide 94% of the energy requirements by 2045 and that gas prices and network
costs will continue to increase, while battery costs and renewables will continue to fall.
A recent report by the Australia Institute1. found the gas industry is a very poor target for stimulus
and recovery spending, as it provides few jobs, pays little tax and would lock in decades of high
emissions and high energy prices. It shows that the gas industry is one of the least labour intensive

industries in Australia, providing around one eighth as many jobs per dollar spent as the average for
all Australian industries. Investing recovery funds in virtually any other industry would create more
jobs. Subsidising gas will also displace renewable energy and lower cost efficient electrical
alternatives to gas for our households, businesses and industry that can be run off renewable energy
The strongest economic argument against the AGL development (and any other new fossil fuel
developments) is that it is not needed. The Australian Energy Market Operator (AEMO) has recently
released the final version of its Integrated System Plan, where a ‘step change’ scenario now shows
the plan to achieve 94% renewables by 2045. Among the key messages in this Plan are that gas
prices and network costs will continue to increase, while battery costs and renewables will continue
to fall. It comments "Australia is on track to experience the fastest energy transition in the world".
Northmore Gordon recently conducted a detailed study to assess the potential 10- year Victorian gas
supply shortfall. Their analysis found that, on an annual basis, there is enough supply capacity in
Victoria until 2027, but from 2027 until 2030 there would be a possible shortfall. However, their
review of feasible gas demand measures demonstrated that with the adoption of measures, such as
energy efficiency and fuel switching entirely eliminated the forecast shortfall.
The risk of this project becoming a stranded asset and the consequent financial cost to the Victorian
people is too high ranking this project an unacceptable risk to Victorians.

Conclusion
This project is not needed, we have enough gas, our energy needs can be met by alternative sources,
and the stated economic gains, such as jobs and tax payments to the State are not validated by
research. The economic rationale is so limited it raises the concern of this project becoming a
stranded asset and financial burden to Victorians.
The environmental costs of this project are considerable, at a time when we need to all we can to
protect our irreplaceable natural assets.
Trajectories of the impacts on our earth, ecosystems and our life even at two degrees Celsius of
warming are sobering. We must transition to zero emissions at emergency speed. This requires all
projects to fulfill our environmental goals, or it will be too late to recover what we have lost.
These areas were nominated as RAMSAR wetlands and National Parks to protects them because
they are special. It is the Victorian Governments responsibility to all Victorians to ensure these
special ecosystems are wholly protected and there is no risk of impact or change to their
‘specialness’.
Victoria needs to stand clear on its goals to reduce climate emissions and protect our natural assets.
We need our government to plan for a sustainable future, which requires it to listen to and act on
scientific evidence, and to work with communities to prioritise safeguarding the natural
environment on which we all depend, and planning for a safe and sustainable future for our children
and grandchildren.

References
1. https://www.tai.org.au/sites/default/files/P908 Gas-fired backfire %5Bweb%5D_0.pdf

2.

http://environmentvictoria.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Vic-Gas-Market-DemandSideStudy-Final-Report-1.pdf
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Dear Sir/Madam I am writing to express my concerns over the AGL proposal at Crib
Point. I live in Somers. I am a cyclist and fisherman. The ride along the Crib Point
Esplanade is part of a circuit that I, and many other road cyclists do on a regular
basis. It is a quiet road through an area that deserves protection from
industrialisation. The recent news from AGL that over 900 trucks per year will be
coming through the road network to the Crib Point Jetty is very concerning. This will
and certainly will impact on lifestyle and road safety for cyclists that use this route as
well as the Mornington Peninsula communities that they travel through. The
Esplanade leads to a boardwalk which goes across the wetlands from Jack’s Beach to
Hastings. This attracts many casual cyclists and walkers who access the boardwalk
from the Esplanade that leads to the Crib Point Jetty. The AGL development will
have impact on these casual cyclists which include retirees and young families that
use this route to gain access to the wetlands in area. I also fish regularly from a boat
and my most common fishing spot is 300 to 400 metres South of the Crib Point Jetty
in line with the end of the jetty. There is a small reef here which is home to a
diverse fish population. At different times of the year you will catch flathead, pinkies
(baby snapper), trevally, King George whiting, slimy maceral , salmon, gurnard,
squid, banjo sharks (which we release), small sharks (which we release) and eagle
rays (which we release). Seals are commonly spotted here as are gulls and gannets
presumably because it is rich in fish. We regularly catch multiple species which
speaks to the diversity of Westernport and in particular this small reef in close
proximity to the proposed AGL terminal Generally when the pinkies are biting we
move away as they are prolific, but undersized. We also find at various times of the
year (particularly late spring) flatheads are undersized so we move out. This area
therefore appears to be somewhat of a nursery for fish in Westernport. We can see
no justification for putting this fragile environment at risk. The thought that any
consideration could be given to pumping chlorine into the bay is beyond my
comprehension. Apart from concerns regarding chlorine release I am also
concerned about what other organisms might be brought into Westernport by these
ships via their ballast. I am well aware of damage done by ship ballast to other
marine environments through the introduction of foreign species. I strongly urge
the government not to support the AGL project. There are other solutions and if this
proceeds it is highly likely to have long term negative impact on the region and
Westernport Bay.
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I am writing about the proposed AGL Crib Point Gas Import Jetty and Pipeline Project
I am desperately worried about global warming and the resulting effects of climate
change and the continuing destruction of natural habitats. Westernport bay is a
pristine biodiverse environment. It is home to internationally significant wetlands.
It’s varied plant species sustaining a rich wildlife including dolphins, sharks, sea
dragons and migratory birds to name but a few. How can we put any more wetlands
at risk when 35 percent of the world’s wetlands have already been lost? Wetlands
directly affect climate change as they can store large amounts of carbon for
hundreds of years. This in itself should be enough to stop anything that would
threaten that environment but to lose all this to build a gas terminal is completely
nonsensical. Its unique environmental beauty Westernport Bay is a tourist
destination generating revenue and jobs for the local community. It is up to our
elected representatives to facilitate and support moves to transition away from
fossil fuel to clean sustainable energy. The proposed AGL Pipeline seems to be
exactly the sort of short-term fix, environmentally damaging project that must NOT
go ahead if we are serious about tackling climate change. The time has come when
we must say NO to anymore more environmental destruction. How can AGL justify
Westernport Bay as an appropriate sight when there is no existing infrastructure?
Does AGL believe decimating internationally significant wetlands is ethically or
environmentally responsible and is in keeping with current scientific research about
curbing global warming? AGL CEO Brett Redman is quoted in the AGE newspaper
in August 2020 saying “AGL is on track for a future which is lower-carbon and lets
customers and our communities go on the journey together rather than in conflict.”
How can AGL reconcile this public rhetoric with its private actions of ignoring the
local community and (even in the best-case scenario) polluting the pristine waters of
Westernport bay? AGL may promise that there will be little negative environmental
impact but how can they be believed when they have incurred more that 7 million
dollars’ worth of fines for deceptive and misleading behaviour. I do not believe we
should take the devastating environmental risks associated AGL’s proposed gas
pipeline and floating jetty. Why isn’t AGL putting all its resources into renewable
energy instead of risking environmental devastation in this very short sighted
project?
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I vehemently oppose the construction of both the Crib point storage and processing
facility, as well as the 57km pipeline through wetlands, waterways and many
indigenous cultural sites that is proposed by AGL/APA. I see this as a massive
investment in Victoria’s fossil fuel future through ensuring supply of LNG, which
when burned, would emit almost as much CO2-e as Black Summer, every year. My
father is a volunteer fire-fighter, and he turned out to so many fires last Summer. He
has been deeply affected by the devastation these fires caused. If we don't address
the longer, drier and hotter summers caused by climate change, I am afraid that we
will continue to see these fires happen every year. I'm not prepared to passively
allow new gas and other fossil fuel projects to begin in this country. I am asking you
to say "no" to these dangerous and destructive efforts. There is no benefit to a gasled future in Australia. This finite resource is dangerous to all life on earth through
its direct contribution to climate change. Furthermore, the daily drawing of 450
million litres of seawater, to be returned chilled, chlorinated and toxic to marine life,
is completely unacceptable, and a breach of Victorian laws. Surely it is our duty to
protect the native wildlife crucial to the biodiversity of the area? They cannot speak
for themselves, but this toxity will affect populations of more than 1000 individual
species including whales, sea-dragons, seals and dolphins. In the bushfires of
2019/20, we lost millions of our animals, including native marsupials, birds and
insects. By not allowing this development we are actively protecting the marine
animals we are fortunate enough to share our oceans with. I urge you to consider
my points. This proposal cannot be allowed to proceed. Thank you.
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8 Lyric Court
20th August 2020
This submission is my response to the AGL Gas Import Jetty Project in
Westernport Bay
As a long term resident of Shoreham and a member of the Shoreham Foreshore Committee
of Management, I wish to state my objection to the proposed gas facility at Crib Point on the
following grounds.
•

The most intrinsic factor is that Westernport Bay is classified as a Ramsar Wetland
and is sited on the Heritage Register. The following factors verify why a gas plant in
reference to the environment should not be sited or even considered in Westernport
Bay.

•

The Ramsar site was designated a Wetland of International Importance (Ramsar
Convention 1982). The area as a Ramsar site is protected by the “Commonwealth
Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act (EPBC 1999).
The bay is also a part of the UNESCO Westernport Biosphere Reserve.

•

The area consists of intertidal mudflats, saltmarsh and seagrass, providing a natural
environment for the continuing cycles of flora and fauna life.
The bay also supports a variety of marine life and bird species, including a large
number of water birds that are migratory and come to feed and rest whilst on their
journeying across the world from the northern regions.

•

An important significant feature of the bay is the Seagrass eco system. The Seagrass
maintains the water quality by stabilizing the shallow and intertidal mud banks. A
habitat for a number of threatened species as the “Pipe Fish,’ the Australian
Graying, School shark and the White Pointer Shark. Also seriously threatened are the
Sea Horse and Weedy Sea Dragon rarely seen today.

•

The micro tiny plants and organisms regulate the health of the bay. The bay supports
the lives of seals, penguins, dolphins and whales and the micro -organisms and plant
life provides food for these threatened species that we should protect.
The sea grass and kelp forest are especially important in capturing and storing
carbon. An important factor pertaining to climate change and the problematic
increasing amount of carbon we release into the atmosphere. The sea and marine
organisms are vital contributors in absorbing and storing carbon from our
atmosphere.

•

The mitigating factor to all of the above is the process itself. It works in opposition to
the health of the eco system as described.

The Gas imported from overseas has to be liquefied and is then to be piped to
Pakenham. In order to liquefy the gas, water is taken from the bay and chlorinated
to kill any organisms and any other species trapped in the pipeline. After its use, the
then polluted water is discharged back into the bay at a reduced temperature of
seven degrees. The water is not only cooler but polluted.
Please consider that the amount of water being discharged must be assessed of its
long term effects over a long period of time.
468 million litres of polluted sea water and at 7 degrees cooler is to be pumped back
into the bay.
To quote “When seawater is drawn into the FSRU, small marine organisms, very
small fish, zooplankton, phytoplankton, drifting fish eggs, and larvae, can pass
through the screens of the seawater chests and be transported through the FSRY
systems. ( AGL Summary report p.17)
This is identified as ‘entrainment.’ Apparently it allows larger marine organisms to
‘swim away!”
Has this been visually witnessed?
It does not answer the long term affects the discharged polluted water will have on
the marine life.
•

At a number of information sessions held by AGL, I consistently asked the question “
What evidence do you have to show what effect this discharged and polluted water
will have on the ecosystem and marine life both immediately and long term?”
A computer generated result that apparently revealed ‘No adverse effects,’ is not an
acceptable answer without evidence to support such a claim.

•

In this vein, what further potential ‘risks’ may well eventuate from the frequent
passage of ships entering and leaving the jetty? There have been numerous studies
on vessels discharging their bilge water and with it, other introduced microorganisms
alien to Westernport.
Reference: The EPA. Victorian Legislation 1994
No 22 Rules and obligations in waste water management

•

The exchange of sea water apparently operates at a different functioning level
depending on the mode of gas production that can increase with demand. The
process then apparently requires a greater volume of water being drawn in and then
discharged with its accumulation of chemical retardants and other unseen toxic
elements.
AGL Summary report p 17. Quote: “that no entrained organisms would survive
before seawater was discharged back into Westernport, meaning the mortality
estimates are the highest possible as a (worst case scenario)
Please clarify what the ‘greater increase of gas production’ signifies? Will this have a
flow on effect in the use of the facility and therefore an impact on the bay and
surrounds?

Will this infer an increase in polluted water being discharged and subsequently have
greater impact on fisheries and wild life?
Does the figure of 468 million litres increase in volume?
Has this been considered by the Environment Protection Authority?
Please refer to EPA Catchments: Land protection Act 1994
3. b) High Conservation Values
C) Wetlands and Estuaries.
Use of Water p.49 Ecosystems and species.
To also note the following reference from The “Marine and Coastal Act” Objectives
2018 that should be applied. The proposed FSRU does not comply
•
•
•

To protect and enhance the Marine and Coastal environment
Promote the resilience of marine and coastal ecosystems, communities to climate
change.
Enshrine the ongoing public ownership of Marine and Coastal Crown Land for the
benefit of all Victorians.

In conclusion an FSRU is unwanted in Westernport Bay. AGL should be investing in
renewables rather than staging a long term transitional operation that will be costly to
consumers. Reducing gas consumption is the logical stage to proceed.
The time effort and expense on a financial investment to dismiss the effect on the
ecosystem is a costly and wasteful exercise.
This proposed operation should be refused.
Thank you.
Sue Boggan

References:
National Environment Protection Council 1995
State Environment Protection Policy (Waters) Review 2018
AGL Summary Document July 2020
Marine and Coastal Policy March 2020
Understanding the Westernport Environment 2011
(State Government Victoria. Melbourne Water)
State of Biodiversity Mornington Peninsula Council 2016
(Ecology Australia Pty Ltd)

Submission Cover Sheet
Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee EES

231

Request to be heard?: No
Full Name:

Matthew Benjamin

Organisation:
Address of affected property:

Attachment 1:
Attachment 2:
Attachment 3:
Submission:

I am writing about the proposed AGL Crib Point Gas Import Jetty and Pipeline Project
I am desperately worried about global warming and the resulting effects of climate
change and the continuing destruction of natural habitats. Westernport bay is a
pristine biodiverse environment. It is home to internationally significant wetlands.
It’s varied plant species sustaining a rich wildlife including dolphins, sharks, sea
dragons and migratory birds to name but a few. How can we put any more wetlands
at risk when 35 percent of the world’s wetlands have already been lost? Wetlands
directly affect climate change as they can store large amounts of carbon for
hundreds of years. This in itself should be enough to stop anything that would
threaten that environment but to lose all this to build a gas terminal is completely
nonsensical. Its unique environmental beauty Westernport Bay is a tourist
destination generating revenue and jobs for the local community. It is up to our
elected representatives to facilitate and support moves to transition away from
fossil fuel to clean sustainable energy. The proposed AGL Pipeline seems to be
exactly the sort of short-term fix, environmentally damaging project that must NOT
go ahead if we are serious about tackling climate change. The time has come when
we must say NO to anymore more environmental destruction. How can AGL justify
Westernport Bay as an appropriate sight when there is no existing infrastructure?
Does AGL believe decimating internationally significant wetlands is ethically or
environmentally responsible and is in keeping with current scientific research about
curbing global warming? AGL CEO Brett Redman is quoted in the AGE newspaper
in August 2020 saying “AGL is on track for a future which is lower-carbon and lets
customers and our communities go on the journey together rather than in conflict.”
How can AGL reconcile this public rhetoric with its private actions of ignoring the
local community and (even in the best-case scenario) polluting the pristine waters
of Westernport bay? AGL may promise that there will be little negative
environmental impact but how can they be believed when they have incurred more
that 7 million dollars’ worth of fines for deceptive and misleading behaviour. I do
not believe we should take the devastating environmental risks associated AGL’s
proposed gas pipeline and floating jetty. Why isn’t AGL putting all its resources into
renewable energy instead of risking environmental devastation in this very short
sighted project?
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The last four years I am frequently staying at my friend’s place near French Island and I become very
familiar with the Westernport Bay area and its sensitive and fragile ecosystem. I come to escape
Melbourne noise and pollution, to enjoy peace, fresh air, fishing, birds watching, boating, swimming,
kayaking and gardening.
The coastal migrating and wading birds and marine wildlife has evolved and adjust to harsh weather
conditions and up to 3 metres tidal variations significant for shallow water of Westernport Bay.
Twice a day low tide opens large areas of mudflats and mangroves and forces fish migration to deep
water channels. High tide brings fish back to mudflats, sea grass and mangroves.
I am very concerned that construction and operation of the proposed gas import terminal will have a
detrimental impact on this internationally recognised complex and fragile wetland and ecosystem.
Pollution from onsite power generation
The proposal includes operation of power plant running on gas and diesel which discharge air
pollutants. Nitrogen oxides (NOx) concentration requires increase of the restriction zone to meet
EPA requirements in consideration of the sensitive land use, but this will not protect wildlife within
the zone (birds and insects).
Considering location of the plant in this environmentally sensitive area, it is hard to understand why
AGL decided to operate power plant with gas and/or diesel rather than use electricity generated
from renewable sources.
Destruction of marine life by large water intake, water temperature reduction, noise and
hypochlorous acid
100x100 mm grid of the seawater intake would not prevent fish and other forms of marine life to be
drawn into the plant. Discharge of hypochlorous acid (HOCI) generated to kill marine
microorganisms, reduced temperature and large volumes of discharged cooling water (in low and
high tide conditions) will have a considerable impact on bay wildlife.
Noise and vibration from the power plant are likely to be the biggest risk to marine life of Western
Port Bay.
Risk of industrial accidents
Gas transfer and processing operations may result in fire, explosion and uncontrolled discharge of
toxic hydrocarbons.
Impact on local tourism and recreation economy
Further industrialisation of Western Port Bay will impact on recreational activities like fishing,
boating, swimming, walking and bike riding as well as mental health resulting from loss of nature,
continuous exposure to noise, artificial light and aesthetic pollution.
This will have a detrimental impact on the local economy.
Ramsar obligations
Australia is a signatory of the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands of International Importance which
includes area of Western Port Bay. The proposed terminal cannot be considered as a wise use of the
wetlands and does not promote their conservation.

Preservation of wetland carbon dioxide (CO2) sequestration
Protection of wetland is particularly important considering their crucial role in capture of CO2 and
thus their contribution to reduce climate change.
The above are all significant reasons to reject the proposed construction and operation of this AGL
gas transfer terminal in our beautiful, valued and environmentally sensitive Western Port Bay.
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Hello, I began writing my individual submission but my dear friend Holly has written
what I wanted to express far better! I am writing about the proposed AGL Crib Point
Gas Import Jetty and Pipeline Project I am desperately worried about global
warming and the resulting effects of climate change and the continuing destruction
of natural habitats. Westernport bay is a pristine biodiverse environment. It is
home to internationally significant wetlands. It’s varied plant species sustaining a
rich wildlife including dolphins, sharks, sea dragons and migratory birds to name but
a few. How can we put any more wetlands at risk when 35 percent of the world’s
wetlands have already been lost? Wetlands directly affect climate change as they
can store large amounts of carbon for hundreds of years. This in itself should be
enough to stop anything that would threaten that environment but to lose all this
to build a gas terminal is completely nonsensical. Its unique environmental beauty
Westernport Bay is a tourist destination generating revenue and jobs for the local
community. It is up to our elected representatives to facilitate and support moves
to transition away from fossil fuel to clean sustainable energy. The proposed AGL
Pipeline seems to be exactly the sort of short-term fix, environmentally damaging
project that must NOT go ahead if we are serious about tackling climate change. The
time has come when we must say NO to anymore more environmental destruction.
How can AGL justify Westernport Bay as an appropriate sight when there is no
existing infrastructure? Does AGL believe decimating internationally significant
wetlands is ethically or environmentally responsible and is in keeping with current
scientific research about curbing global warming? AGL CEO Brett Redman is
quoted in the AGE newspaper in August 2020 saying “AGL is on track for a future
which is lower-carbon and lets customers and our communities go on the journey
together rather than in conflict.” How can AGL reconcile this public rhetoric with its
private actions of ignoring the local community and (even in the best-case scenario)
polluting the pristine waters of Westernport bay? AGL may promise that there will
be little negative environmental impact but how can they be believed when they
have incurred more that 7 million dollars’ worth of fines for deceptive and
misleading behaviour. I do not believe we should take the devastating
environmental risks associated AGL’s proposed gas pipeline and floating jetty. Why
isn’t AGL putting all its resources into renewable energy instead of risking
environmental devastation in this very short sighted project?
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See attached submission

21 August 2020

Ref No: COR/20/8394

Crib Point Pipeline Inquiry and Advisory Committee
via Engage Vic website

RE:

Submission to Crib Point Gas Import Jetty and Crib Point-Pakenham Gas Pipeline
Inquiry and Advisory Committee

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the draft Environment Effects Statement (EES) prepared
for the Crib Point Gas Import Jetty and Crib Point-Pakenham Gas Pipeline. The primary purpose of this
correspondence is to request that the arrangement that the VPA and APA have agreed on be clearly
reflected in the EES.
Role of the VPA
The VPA is a State Government statutory authority that reports to the Minister for Planning and is also
accountable to the Ministers for Transport Infrastructure, Suburban Rail Loop and Business Precincts.
The role of the Authority is to help ensure that Melbourne and Victoria’s regions remain great places to
live. The Authority’s primary tool is ‘structure planning’ for urban growth in designated areas across the
State in accordance with State policy, including Plan Melbourne. This includes negotiation for the
coordinated delivery of economic, social and environmental infrastructure to support urban growth.
Overview
The VPA understands that the proposal is to construct a high-pressure gas pipeline for a total length of
57km between Crib Point and the Princes Highway at Pakenham East.
Our comments are offered in the context of potential impacts of the project on land development and
the land-use planning work undertaken by the VPA, and specifically in relation to the Pakenham East
Precinct Structure Plan, which the proposed pipeline abuts. Please see a copy of the PSP at
https://vpa.vic.gov.au/project/pakenham-east-psp/.
In summary, the key issue that the VPA would like to highlight is that the Pakenham East Precinct
Structure Plan (PSP) has been under preparation for some time and is currently nearing finalisation,
with Ministerial approval anticipated shortly. Following approval, the PSP will be incorporated into the
Cardinia Shire Planning Scheme.
It is therefore critical that the proposed future land uses as articulated in the PSP are shown within the
EES to be fully accommodated and protected by appropriately high-quality design and construction
standards of the gas pipeline in the vicinity of the PSP. This position is consistent with advice and
agreement the VPA has previously received from APA as outlined below.
Agreed APA position for Coexistence of the Pipeline with the PSP
As part of the preparation of the Pakenham East PSP, the VPA corresponded with APA on several
occasions and received advice that the proposed pipeline will be appropriately designed and
constructed to accommodate (and not adversely impact on) the proposed land uses contained within
the VPA adopted Pakenham East Precinct Structure Plan (PSP) including sensitive uses such schools.
In particular, advice received in July 2018 from APA confirmed that the pipeline will be designed in
accordance with Australian Standard AS:2885 – Pipelines which requires at 4.2.1 that:
“…The route of a pipeline shall be selected having regard to public safety, pipeline integrity,
environmental impact, and the consequences of escape of fluid.
A new pipeline shall be designed in accordance with the requirements of this Standard—

a) for the land use existing at the time of design; and
b) for the future land use that can be reasonably determined by research of public records and
consultation with land planning agencies in the jurisdiction through which the pipeline is
proposed...”
And most recently on 23 July 2020:
“…The design of the Crib Point Pakenham Pipeline took into consideration the location of schools
and future-land uses, as outlined in the Pakenham East Precinct Structure Plan, within the
pipeline measurement length (~640m). The Pakenham East PSP forms an attachment to the
SMS.”
We don’t anticipate the proposed Crib Point Pakenham Pipeline will change the Pakenham
East PSP”
Of note, (and as an example of how higher standard design and construction can reduce impacts) the
existing APA gas pipeline that runs parallel to the Princes Highway at Pakenham East has been
assessed to be of a high design quality, which has enabled the location of schools and other sensitive
uses within its designated 700m measurement length, in accordance with APA’s 23 February 2018
submission to the exhibited Pakenham East PSP as follows:
“Given the outcome of the SMS conducted for the PSP and the high design quality of the APA
pipelines rupture of the pipelines is deemed to be non-credible and therefore for the purposes of
triggering sensitive land use permits, the trigger area can reasonably be applied to the areas of
highest possible consequence/risk rather than the full measurement length. Therefore, APA can
accept an area of 50m either side of the APA gas pipeline easements be applied and shown on
plan 3 “Future Urban Structure”, rather than the full Measurement Length of 700m…”
The VPA continues to support the position that has been agreed between APA and VPA, as outlined
above, and asks that it be clearly reflected in the EES.
Interaction between High-Pressure Gas Pipelines and Land Development
In considering how the interaction between land use planning and development, and key infrastructure
such as gas pipelines should be managed, the ‘Agent of Change’ principle should apply.
For existing high-pressure gas pipelines within or adjacent to proposed PSPs, and which may not have
been designed to a standard compatible with urban uses, the VPA commonly integrates measures
within the PSPs to mitigate risks associated with their possible puncture or rupture. Such response
measures in PSPs have previously included appropriate land use configurations (such as relocation of
sensitive uses) and / or additional physical protection measures (e.g. concrete capping) around the
pipeline.
In its planning for such areas, the VPA also seeks to achieve an appropriate balance between
managing these risks while avoiding undue limitations, costs or risk burden on potential development or
future local communities, simply because their neighbourhood hosts such infrastructure.
In the case of the Crib Point gas pipeline, which is proposed and yet to be approved, the VPA is firmly
of the view (supported by APA advice) that in this instance the obligation falls fully on the pipeline
operator (as the agent of change) to manage the risk eventuating from the proposed infrastructure.
Consequently, the pipe must be the designed, located and constructed to a standard so that it does not
require a land use or protective response from existing or seriously entertained proposed adjoining land
uses.

Recommendations
With Regards to the draft EES the VPA asks that the agreement we have reached with APA be clearly
reflected in the EES so that the proposed high-pressure gas pipeline can safely co-exist with the land
uses proposed in the adjacent Pakenham East Precinct Structure Plan. Specifically, the VPA asks that:
•

Implications for the Pakenham East PSP are clearly discussed within the EES inclusive of a
reassurance within the document (consistent with advice provided to the VPA by APA) that the
pipeline will be designed and constructed such that there will be no adverse impacts upon the
future development within this precinct, which will be predominately residential.

•

The EES be more specific about the 640m measurement length that applies to both sides of the
proposed pipeline and should articulate how the increased design and construction standards
of the pipe, particularly in the vicinity of the PSP area, will lead to a reduction in its length or a
change in how it is the measurement length is interpreted / responded to;

•

The Advisory Committee require APA and AGL to engage with the VPA when revising the EES
to ensure that it adequately addresses the above matters and remains consistent with advice
already provided to the VPA by APA. I note also that the VPA, Melbourne Water and DELWP
are not referred to in the stakeholder engagement sections of the EES and have apparently
have not previously been included in this process.

Once again, thank you for the opportunity to comment on this project and please contact Paul Cassidy,
Director Streamlining on 0414 015 916 or David Portelli, Senior Strategic Planner on 8644 8801 if you
require additional information and / or to discuss our submission further.
Yours sincerely,

Stuart Moseley
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER
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Attachment 2:
Attachment 3:
Submission:

I have been a resident of the Mornington Peninsula for approximately 37 years and
love the area. We are close to the beaches of Westernport Bay and Port Phillip Bay
and we also have the lovely wineries dotted over the Peninsula. My deep concern is
for my children and grand children and to what is happening to our beloved
environment, which we don't respect enough. I feel I have to speak up for the
species of the land and sea who will be impacted with this proposed pipeline. The
pipeline will desecrate their place of living and disrupt their eco system. I am
appalled how they want to extract the sea water which will entrap the smallest fish,
zooplankton, fish eggs and larvae. Then they treat the water with chlorine and once
completed will later return the water back to the sea. How do we know what impact
this will have on the marine life? We think too much about lining our pockets and
not protecting what surrounds us. I realise progress has to go ahead but not for the
detrimental damage to our innocent wild life and of course they have no say in the
matter.

Submission Cover Sheet
Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee EES

236

Request to be heard?: No
Full Name:

Edith Mary Coventry
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I would like to voice my disapproval concerning the proposed AGL Pipeline at Crib
Point. I strongly oppose the disturbance to the pristine Westernport Wetlands which
is a valuable vital feeding ground. Not only for the local species but also for
migratory birds who travel long distances from as far off as Siberia and Alaska. It
would be a shame to disturb this delicate habitat.
Sincerely Edith Coventry.
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Ann Renkin
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AGL submission –Ann Renkin 1. The stated objectives and conclusions are based on
inaccurate information and predictions about energy use in Victoria.(AEMO recently
adjusted its fore cast for Victoria’s gas powered generation annual consumption
2014-2039 period).This project is a quickly developed commercial opportunity
expected to last up to 20 years, based on faulty information and with environmental
and social risks on an already compromised environment. 2. Westernport has
Ramsar world recognition because it is a sensitive environment requiring protection.
All aspects of this unique area are connected and intricately interlinked.There is no
detail about what they mean by ‘acceptable environmental social and economic
outcomes’ acceptable to whom? No definition of what ‘minimise risks’ means to
the surrounding environment. From the report I do not think the development
provides acceptable outcomes. The risks are too great and minimising them is
meaningless in this context. 3. Decommissioning -there is no obvious attempt to
assess what happens at the end of the life of the project – how the expected
damage to the environment will be assessed and mitigated and repaired and
rehabilitated. What procedures will be in place in the environmental planning to
ensure that AGL and APA clean up the site and environs? 4. Given the significance
and sensitivity of the Westernport environment the EES omits to assess the
predicted cumulative effects on this environment of the proposed project AND the
other existing industries in Port of Hastings which all have environmental impacts
and risks. 5. The EES only assesses AGL and APA potential detrimental
environmental effects as perceived now. Why is there no assessment of the long
term environmental effects over the 20 years of the proposed project? 6. Changes
to the environment because of increased emissions –ie.effects of climate changehave not been satisfactorily taken into consideration in the assessments of risks. 7.
AGL has a long record of breeching its own environmental guidelines. And much of
the EES relies on AGL monitoring and taking appropriate action. What insurance do
we have that adequate monitoring and reporting will occur? 8. The report looks at
health risks on residents living in and around Crib Point. What about mental health
eg. loss of place, impact of noise, light, fear of fire, changes to climate -tidal surges
etc. 9. No complaints procedure for residents/public concerns if they have concerns
has been built into the monitoring system of AGL and APA.’ 10. In the Land and
Visual impact section – ‘lights will not significantly impact the use or enjoyment of
the coastal foreshore’. But what about the impacts of light on moths, insects, and
other fauna?. 11. Details of possible offsets should be clarified.
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Attachment 1:
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Attachment 3:
Submission:

Both the terrestrial and marine impact assessment reports dismiss the potential for
impacts on wetland birds and Ramsar wetlands of international importance
(recognised for containing representative, rare or unique wetlands, or wetlands that
are important for conserving biological diversity). The EES discounts any impacts on
wetland birds by saying that because they are not in the direct project vicinity, they
will not be impacted. It is well known that wetland birds have sensitivities to
disturbance i.e. visual light, noise and predators. These disturbances can alter
behaviours and translate to a reduction in energy reserves for the animals. Any
depression of prey populations from other environmental impacts can also have an
immediate effect on the survivorship of birds, particularly those breeding or building
reserves for migration. The combined effects from noise, visual disturbance, and
movement barriers for feeding (cumulative impacts) are not considered. This is a
huge issue because wetland and migratory birds are well known to be particularly
sensitive to combined pressures. The EES does not address biological impacts on
Westernport Bay’s Ramsar ecological values and has no direct assessment of the key
sensitivities for these habitats and significant species. There are no predictions of
degrees of change in ‘ecological character’ of Westernport Bay’s Ramsar site i.e. the
combination of the ecosystem components, processes, and benefits and services
that characterise the wetland. For all the types of marine and wetland impacts that
could occur, the EES does not provide enough supporting evidence for its
predictions, and therefore it downplays major issues, such as toxicants, oil spills and
marine pests. In many cases there was no supporting evidence for the predictions of
impact of the project on biodiversity. For example, the risk of plankton being sucked
up into the FSRU intake pipes, the EES says it will be reduced by making an
assumption that plankton would float above the FSRU intake pipes – there is no
supporting evidence to back this up.
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Douglas g Evenden & H m Evenden

Organisation:
Address of affected property:

Attachment 1:
Attachment 2:
Attachment 3:
Submission:

Dear Sir Environment Effects Statement for Crib Point LNG Gas Import Facility (AGL)
and Pipeline project (APA) I wish to object to this proposal on the following grounds.
1 Residual chlorine discharge to seawater at Crib Point jetty and its long term effects
on the marine ecology. 2 Detrimental effects on air quality and industrial noise to
nearby residences. Our home is 1.2 km NW from Crib Point Jetty. Noise tests were
carried out at my property for AGL. A petrol ship at Crib Point Jetty was pumping out
during the noise tests. The wind was light northerly and that direction reduced the
noise level to about half normal volume. When the wind is: E SE S SW the existing
pumping noise level is considerably higher. Annoyingly high. So much so that all
house windows have to be shut at night for any restful sleep. It is particularly
annoying during a hot summers night with all the windows shut and no fresh air
coming into our home. I have been told by AGL that the noise from their operation
would be of similar volume and that the FSRU vessel may operate up to 24 hrs per
day at weekly to monthly deliveries. We will not tolerate any increase in noise
volume or any increase in noise frequency 3 The huge 300 m long visual size of the
FSRU vessel along with 20m high storage tanks would be a major blight on the
landscape. 4 this is a quiet, peaceful Residentual area and not an Industrial precinct.
The Crib Point Jetty is a remnant of a by-gone industrial era circa 1965-1985 and any
further industrial development of the Jetty is an inappropriate use. 5 Public Safety
Risk of catastrophic explosion to nearby people/residences from the AGL plant
through a malfunction or terrorist attack. Our home is 1.2km from Crib Point Jetty.
6 A pipeline APA easement 15m wide is planned. We refuse any proposal to
establish any pipeline or easement on our property. Yours faithfully Douglas G
Evenden Helen M Evenden
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I oppose the proposed AGL Gas Import Facility in Westernport Bay on the following
grounds. Westernport Bay is a Ramsar site recognised for its wetland habitat that
form a winter feeding ground refuge to thousands of northern hemisphere
migratory waders and other wetland birds. The impact of this facility has the
potential of impacting the sensitive marine life of Westernport Bay. The proposed
pipeline through Warringine Park and the removal of precious remnant habitat
along its 60 kilometre course is outrageous and tantamount to environmental
vandalism. The failure to address potential oil spills given that Westernport Bay is
slow to flush any pollutants seems to have been overlooked. The Ramsar values
seem to have been ignored. The status of a Ramsar site is given for the special
natural qualities and the AGL proposal should be rejected. It is shortsighted and it is
up to us to protect what little remaining pristine habitat remaining.
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Submission:

Dear members of the Joint Inquiry and Advisory Committee (IAC), I am very
concerned, after reading the Summary Document of the EES for the GAS IMPORT
JETTY and PIPELINE PROJECT, that a number of species of flora and fauna will be
adversely affected by works associated with the project's development. I am
worried that the Western Port Ramsar site will be impacted by pollutants and
changes in flow characteristics arising out of the project's construction. That
"potential surface water impacts from construction activities could be managed..."
(p.21 EES Summary Document ) does not alleviate my concerns - 'could' is not a
strong enough word and does not give the reader a sense of confidence about how
potential negative impacts will be managed. There does not appear to be an
evidence based assessment provided with regards numbers of / prevalence of flora
and fauna in the project area. With regards the Southern Brown Bandicoot, whose
habitat has already been fragmented and decreased, the report states that the
removal of native vegetation during the project's construction "can fragment habitat
for species such as the Southern Brown Bandicoot" (p.20 EES Summary Document)
and that "Reestablishing dense ground cover as soon as possible after construction
would minimise potential fragmentation and connectivity impacts" - as a gardener
with horticultural qualifications, I can say for certain that reestablishing dense
ground cover is not an instant process; given subsoil disturbance with digging and
the possibility of introduced soils to the area, planted ground covers and other
plants may not thrive and provide habitat suitable for the Bandicoots and other
fauna. This proposed reestablishment of dense ground cover is not an effective
mitigation measure. Also, given the machinery and human noise and digging, the
Bandicoots are likely to move off their home range and encounter other threats like
domestic and feral cats. I think it is unlikely that the population of Southern Brown
Bandicoots will 'survive' the project's construction phase. I would like to ask why
there is no monitoring program proposed - post construction of the FSRU - for flora
and fauna, especially those threatened species, as there is for marine biodiversity.
The EES Summary Documents shows that AGL has failed to thoroughly assess many
of the environmental impacts arising from the project, and I could not find mention
of whales - please can that query be addressed also - why the impact of the project
on whales, which have been seen in the area, has not been addressed in the EES. I
hope that the concerns addressed in my submission are considered along with those
of many others who are greatly concerned about the significant environmental harm
which will ensue if the Gas Import Jetty and Pipeline Project, as proposed by AGL, is
allowed to proceed.
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Cheryl Lynne McDonald
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Submission:

I have a forty year history of being a passionate lover of Westernport after living at
Somers Camp and Balnarring for most of that time and accessing the beach daily.
After reading AGL’s Environmental Effects Statement (EES) I have serious misgivings
about this project. In the Landscape and Visual Impact section the Marine and
Coastal Act is referenced. This act speaks to “protection and enhancement of
significant natural features”. On page 36 there is mention of exceptional landscape
significance, yet, on page 67 it is said that this is not relevant to this study. Why is
that the case? Westernport is a RAMSAR site of international significance and
UNESCO declared special biosphere reserve, surely that makes it of exceptional
significance. The impact of pumping chlorinated colder water back into the bay
cannot be minimised. The EES says damage in negligible and unlikely....in other
words it doesn’t matter. Entrainment, the process of sucking marine life through
fine mesh, is also downplayed. The EES says the marine life will just swim past.
Seriously? How does the EES know? The substantial noise and light pollution
created by ships docking at night will be “mitigated” by giving residents twenty-four
hours' notice. How does that mitigate the impact? The massive amount of by
product toxic sludge swill have to be disposed of somewhere. Where will it go? How
will it be reused/disposed of? The EES says that licenced operators will look after
that. We know that is so often not the case. The EES contemptuously implies AGL
will mitigate impacts and problems in an area that is historically damaged anyway,
however, the Marine and Coastal Protection Act requires that we protect and
enhance natural features. Please do not allow this project to proceed. The
imminent and potential damage to this amazing and fragile environment cannot be
risked, especially given AGL’s track record of negligence, deception and
noncompliance. We must protect and enhance Westernport not allow degradation
for profit.
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Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project- EES submission. Amy Henson

The Australian Energy Market Operator (as documented in the EES) predicts there will be gaps in the
market from 2024 in south-east Australia. However, according to the Victorian Government (DELWP,
2017) the projected consumption rates from Victoria's natural gas reserves are to meet demand for
the next 15-30 years (taking us through to 2032-2047). The EES executive summary also states that
the gas jetty and pipeline will provide 160 petajoules of energy per annum. In 2010, Victoria used
263 petajoules for the annum (DELWP, 2017), thus the additional 160 petajoules per annum as
outlined by the EES would be roughly an 50% increase in the yearly gas production. This
demonstrates that there is no demand or predicted shortage for this additional gas. Most
importantly, the state government has committed to a target of 50% renewables by 2030. This will
further decrease the demand for natural gas and make obsolete fossil fuel infrastructure.
The EES has failed to assess and include two vital impacts of their proposed project on Greenhouse
gas emissions. The EES states " The Project has no ability to influence the end-use consumption of
the gas” (EES Volume 2 Chapter 11: Greenhouse gas, page 11-4 )- they have not included in their
study scope any emissions involved with end-use (downstream) of the gas, which is by far
encompasses the largest amount of emissions created. Neither do they factor in the emission
associated with the production of LNG, as they state "it is assumed that the extraction and
liquefaction of gas would be undertaken irrespective of the project...estimated emissions associated
with the production of 160 petajoules of LNG is 1.3 million tonnes of carbon dioxide equivalent" (EES
Volume 2 Chapter 11: Greenhouse gas, page 11-3). This claim that this gas would be extracted and
liquefied regardless of this project is completing deflecting the responsibility of the source of the
gas. To use this claim in an EES is irresponsible. As an end-product of a business, they have direct
responsibility to report and assess greenhouse emission in every step of the supply chain, especially
the source. The foundations of their company are gas, without the extraction and liquification they
would have no product. This large amount of carbon dioxide produced (1.3 tonnes of carbon dioxide
equivalent) is sure to have negative affect on our climate and environment and should be
documented in the risk/impact assessment.
In addition, the downstream emissions associated with the consumption of the natural gas are also
not included in the risk/impact assessment, with the EES again deflecting any responsibility of the
end-product they produce that they have “no ability to influence”( EES Volume 2 Chapter 11:
Greenhouse gas, page 11-4). AGL & APA have direct influence on the end-use consumption of gas as
they have already determined the predicted 160 petajoules that will be available for consumer and
commercial use. In addition, the EES states that the commercial and residential end use of natural
gas equivalent of the projects highest possible annual supply is 8 mt CO2-e2, the total greenhouse
gas emissions in 2019 were 110 Mt CO2-e2 (DELWP, 2018), therefore this would produce an extra
7.27% increase of Victoria’s 2019 total emissions.
While Victorian emissions are predicted to reduce in 2020 to 23.2 MT CO2-e from 2005 emissions
(DELWP 2018), this reduction is mainly due to the closure of the Hazelwood power station in march
2017. Electricity emissions are projected to remain flat over 2019-2020 (DELWP, 2018), therefore is
crucial that we stop new fossil fuel energy projects like the AGL/APA gas jetty and pipeline project
and invest in renewables to met state government legislated targets of 50% renewable energy by
2030, to meet the state governments Climate Change Act 2017 target of a net zero greenhouse gas
emissions economy by 2050 and the federal government’s commitment to the 2030 Paris Climate
Agreement, which the ABC (2019) documents that we are not on track to meet

References
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Attachment 3:
Submission:

To be even entertaining the idea of a "gas-led recovery" after the Victorian bushfires
is inexplicable, short sighted madness! In the face of current climate science, and
considering the opportunities Australia has to build renewable energy even for
export, this gas terminal would be morally wrong, environmentally disastrous, and
economically unwise. The role gas will play in the energy transition is based on
outdated assumptions; the energy transition is making gas obsolete. According to
the Australian Energy Market Operator (AEMO) and CSIRO, renewables have
become the cheapest alternative for new power production. The ISP assumes that as
coal power stations retire, they will be replaced with renewables because the cost of
wind and solar technology are the cheapest and obvious replacement. The
reduction in the cost of wind, solar and batteries has radically changed electricity
markets. Even in the United States under the current administration, there are plans
in Arizona, Colorado, Florida and New Mexico to replace coal fired power stations
without adding any new gas power stations. In conclusion, AGL does not have the
social license to operate a gas import terminal in this internationally-recognised
Ramsar wetland. For the sake of our children and for the sake of the planet, please
put long term benefits over short term gain, and instead of supporting dirty gas,
support Australia in establishing itself as a global leader in renewable energy
technology. Marianne Sherry
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Submission:

To; Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee Firstly I would like to say how
incomprehensible I find it that in this day and age of global warming and ecological
degradation, projects such as this are even given space in the public domain. We
have just come through Australia's worst drought, followed by the worst fires in
recorded history, followed by floods, and, fossil fuel companies like AGL continue to
promote solutions that are themselves the problem. There has been an average
global increase of 1.1 degrees Celsius, without curbing our emissions we are on track
for several degrees C of warming by the end of the century. Everything we have lost
this summer cannot be in vain – we need to stop building polluting fossil fuel
projects that are driving the climate crisis and threatening our environment. AGL’s
proposal to build a gas import terminal in Western Port Bay is not consistent with
the necessity to stop global warming. As a signatory of the Ramsar Convention on
Wetlands of International Importance, the Australian commonwealth has
committed to promote the conservation and wise use of wetlands, understood as
the maintenance of their ecological character and preventing their degradation. It is
totally inappropriate to build and operate a gas import terminal in the middle of one
of Victoria’s most precious environments and an internationally significant wetland.
Victorian environmental legislation (SEPP Waters) in its clause 22 prohibits the
Environmental Protection Agency from granting to a corporation a permit to
discharge wastewater in high conservation value areas. Western Port Bay is a
Ramsar site and a high conservation value area under Victorian legislation. And yet
AGL may dump as much as 468 MILLION LITRES OF WASTE WATER INTO WESTERN
PORT BAY EVERY DAY! THIS POINT ALONE SHOULD BE SUFFICIENT TO STOP THIS
PROJECT. The modelling I am aware of in relation to this appears totally insufficient,
inadequate to the vastness of the task and ultimately unnecessary, given the present
laws which apply. Why does AGL continue to lobby the Victorian government to
‘modify’ these laws against local, state, national and international environmental
concerns? (Who do you think you are AGL?) Yes, I am vehemently opposed to this
project. Sincerely, Jananta Dwipa
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I strongly object to this project/proposal on numerous grounds. As an Australian and
a lover of wildlife I regularly visit the Westernport Bay area to absorb the natural
habitat and it's varied bird and wildlife (flora and fauna). It is my belief that the
pipeline construction alone will impact this habitat and a large number of
threatened flora and fauna species that reside there some of which are listed on the
Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation (EPBC) Act. This project will
no doubt cause environmental damage and almost certainly have negative impact
on wetland birds and the Ramsar wetlands which is of International importance and
essential for the area's biodiversity. It is well known that wetland and migratory
birds are sensitive to noise, movement and visual disturbance and this project will,
again, no doubt, have all of these influences on the wetland habitats. Given these
influences will be be combined together it will only intensify the pressures on these
habitats and wildlife.negatively and is another justifiable reason why this project
should not go ahead. Furthermore, as a scuba diver I am less familiar with but
common sense would reasonably suggest that AGL’s Gas Import Facility will
additionally have a negative impact on the marine biodiversity of the area also.
These marine habitats are delicate and what might appear to be an insignificant
change, such as plankton being removed, or diminished, would certainly have a
colossal negative impact on the food chain for the entire ecosystems, not just the
marine habitat, of the area. I am in no doubt that AGL’s Gas Import Facility is a toxic
environmental disaster waiting to be approved and should it be approved it will
cause irreversible damage, local extinction and untold loss to biodiversity.
Therefore, I would like my views to be heard and for AGL’s Gas Import Facility to be
denied permissions to go ahead.
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If you put the factory in all the plankton will be killed in the bay, all the sealife will
die, and eventually all the world will die without the plankton. The sea will be dead.
Please do not put in the factory. If you put the factory in and there is a leakage there
will be oil everywhere and no one will be able to go to the beach and the people will
become angry and sad. Also the factory also might have a malfunction and might
start to destroy the workers and blow up and ruin our homes.

Submission Cover Sheet
Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee EES

248

Request to be heard?: No
Full Name:

Teresa Hicks

Organisation:
Address of affected property:

Attachment 1:

submission_gas_p

Attachment 2:
Attachment 3:
Submission:

I wish to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas
import jetty and gas pipeline project. While I believe there are many issues which
would make this proposal unacceptable, my main reasons to oppose the approval of
this project are: This is an internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife area.
Australia has committed to promote the conservation and wise use of wetlands as a
signatory of the RAMSAR Convention on Wetlands of International Importance.
Wetlands contain a disproportionate amount of the soil carbon on our planet.
Wetlands are responsible for storing between 20 and 30 percent of global soil
carbon despite occupying only around 5 and 7 per cent of the surface of the "Earth.
Protecting wetlands such as this site should be a priority to prevent the release of
vast quantities of carbon pollution to the atmosphere. This is important as a
defense against the impacts of climate change. This beautiful area, which I love to
visit, has high natural environmental value, marine ecology and native vegetation as
well and many living fauna/flora that I believe will be placed at risk from the
impacts of this project if it goes ahead. In particular, our numbers of Southern Right
Wales are not recovering and the risk of this has not been sufficiently addressed.
Also, dolphins are a small population which have not been studied. The dumping of
450 million litres of chlorinated water into the Bay each day would have a disastrous
impact on its natural habitats and invertebrates, plankton and fish eggs which would
be the most impacted by this proposal. Also, the chance of an accidental spill, or
waste into Western Port during its operation would put them at risk. I believe
Clause 22 of the State Environment Protection Policy (Waters) prohibits the
discharge of wastewater in high conservation values areas like this one. Large ships
pose a risk of impact. Impact modelling completed by AGL does not appear
comprehensive. The small number of Southern Right Whales are not recovering and
it would be catastrophic and mitigation should be much tighter. Finally, we are in a
climate crisis and more emissions will seriously affect not only our sea life and
wildlife, but the health of local people and all Australians. The link to higher
emissions is not shown in the report and its impact of burning and processing has
not been considered. Australians are turning more and more to renewable energy
from sun and wind. The continued use of gas is more likely to decline in Australia which makes this enterprise more about profits to AGL, in my humble opinion. The
damage to this amazing natural area, however, cannot be reversed. Thank you for
the opportunity to contribute to the environment assessment of Crib Point gas
import jetty and gas pipeline project. As shown above, there are other safer ways of
providing our energy needs into the future.

I wish to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and
gas pipeline project.
While I believe there are many issues which would make this proposal unacceptable, my main
reasons to oppose the approval of this project are:
This is an internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife area. Australia has committed to promote
the conservation and wise use of wetlands as a signatory of the RAMSAR Convention on Wetlands of
International Importance. This beautiful area, which I love to visit, has high natural environmental
value, marine ecology and native vegetation as well and many living fauna/flora that I believe will
be placed at risk from the impacts of this project if it goes ahead.
In particular, our numbers of Southern Right Wales are not recovering and the risk of this has not
been sufficiently addressed. Also, dolphins are a small population which have not been studied.
The dumping of 450 million litres of chlorinated water into the Bay each day would have a disastrous
impact on its natural habitats and invertebrates, plankton and fish eggs. The chance of an accidental
spill, or waste into Western Port during its operation would put them at risk. I believe Clause 22 of
the State Environment Protection Policy (Waters) prohibits the discharge of wastewater in high
conservation values areas like this one.
Large ships pose a risk of impact. Impact modelling completed by AGL does not appear
comprehensive
Finally, we are in a climate crisis and more emissions will seriously affect not only our sea life and
wildlife, but the health of local people and all Australians. The link to higher emissions is not shown
in the report and its impact of burning and processing has not been considered. Australians are
turning more and more to renewable energy from sun and wind. The continued use of gas is more
likely to decline in Australia - which makes this enterprise more about profits to AGL, in my humble
opinion. The damage to this amazing natural area, however, cannot be reversed.
Thank you for the opportunity to contribute to the environment assessment of Crib Point gas import
jetty and gas pipeline project. As shown above, there are other safer ways of providing our energy
needs into the future.
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Submission – Hannah Lewis
The impact on community, social and emotional wellbeing – Heart Stories
‘The environment and the economy are really both sides of the same coin. If we cannot
sustain the environment, we cannot sustain ourselves.’ Wangari Maathai.
I am not here to speak in detail to the environmental impact of this project on the pristine
and fragile place that is Westernport Bay or to the madness of our continued reliance on
fossil fuel, the ridiculousness of selling our gas offshore and charging inflated prices to
Australian consumers or the potential catastrophic risk posed by this FSRU. I am here to
speak about the connection to and relationship that our community has to this bay and the
impact on individual and community health and wellbeing that has already been affected by
plans for the FSRU and the committed fight to protect the bay.
I started the Heart Stories Project, which can be found on the Save Western Port website, as
a way of documenting people’s connection to and knowledge about the bay and their
feelings about AGLs plans for it.
https://savewesternport.org/heart-stories/
50 writers of all ages and all walks of life committed to writing their stories about their
connection to this bay. In these stories they articulate why they do not want this project to
go ahead. The writers include marine biologists, documentary film makers, young mothers,
grandmothers, artists, rangers, retired Principals, architects, builders and the list goes on.
Every day I am contacted by another person wanting to write their story.
These stories speak for themselves about what cannot be measured or quantified or
evidenced in scientific terms. What has been measured and researched in detail, however,
has been the importance of connection to nature and the environment for the health and
wellbeing of First Nations cultures, people and communities. In my years as an educator,
working within a community that faced economic hardship and larger than average statistics
for domestic violence and family breakdown, I saw, firsthand, how important connection to
place, specifically the waters and trails through Hastings and Crib Point and across this side
of the peninsula, were to the young people in our school.
While these stories deserve to be told in their entirety, I acknowledge that 50 stories make
for a lot of reading. I have chosen therefor, a cross section of stories and extracts that
represent the sentiments and passion of the people that make up this community. These
stories speak for themselves. The stories weave threads of connection but what binds them
most strongly together is the desire that the FSRU will not go ahead. Their stories deserve to
be heard.
Here is my story and the reasons why I do not want AGLs proposal to go ahead.
I started coming to Balnarring Beach for holidays when I was 6 years old and moved permanently to
Balnarring 36 years ago. This is my story.
My earliest memories of Balnarring are the mountains of seaweed that we clambered through as
children and threw handfuls at each other, watching my grandfather cook large periwinkles in a
saucepan and being awestruck by the rockpools full of Neptune’s Necklace and sea lettuce out on the
rocky shelf.

When my parents built a house in 1972, their block, covered in pigface was planted out over 4
decades with eucalypts and other trees that provided perches for sulphur crested cockatoos and
koalas. It became a thriving habitat.
My memories of being a teenager are of catching flounder and garfish by spotlight at night with a
spear and net, eating whiting and leatherjacket caught out on the bay by my dad and riding bikes
around the streets of the Balnarring and Merricks foreshore, clambering up to the cave in Merricks
(now filled with plastic foam) and imagining who might have sat there 100 years before me. Days of
hot pink sunburnt skin and peeling noses and slathering ourselves with coconut oil and ‘bronze’
tanning lotion.
I remember the quaint dark green fibro and weatherboard post office and milk bar, now Tulum café,
and the old store in a gravel carpark with iced over freezer chests, where the shopping centre now is.
A decade later and we were settled in Balnarring with three kids, buying icy poles for them on 38degree Summer days and taking them for swims at Balnarring Beach and Merricks Beach after
school. Summer brought Nippers at Point Leo, followed by surfing lessons with local legend Prue
Latchford at the East Coast surf school. At 36 and 35, the boys still come back here to surf as often as
they can, and my daughter comes to share the beach of her childhood with her 5 and 2-year-old.
My nostalgic memories of the bay and beaches were replaced by a different level of understanding
when I had the privilege to work as an educator for over 25 years at Western Port Secondary College
in Hastings. I worked with CERES Environment Park and Mornington Peninsula Shire Council to get
our school accredited as a sustainable school. This started my journey into informed environmental
awareness. I was involved in a range of arts based and environmental projects with Peninsula Health,
Warringine Park and the shire.
I learnt from rangers Sean Wilmore and Gerard Cooke what a unique and special place Warringine
Park is, from its ephemeral creeks and wetlands through to the southernmost coastal mangroves. As
part of the school’s year 9 program, VCE biology and environmental science curriculum we walked its
trails, boardwalks and beaches with 100s of students learning about its rich history and its incredible
environmental value as a Ramsar wetland. We were incredibly lucky to have this as a local living,
breathing resource.
I watched a year 8 boy gut and fillet a fish, like an expert, on a fishing expedition and fished off the
Crib Point jetty with year 9s. Some of the boys would bring fresh fish to school, in an esky, for their
favourite teachers after a weekend’s fishing. I travelled by ferry with the year 7s for over a decade, to
get to their annual camp at Phillip Island, marvelling at the dolphins and whales we were lucky
enough to spot, just out from Crib Point.
I was invited to take a group of students into the squelching mud of the marine park mangroves to
observe and film a senior marine biologist from The Melbourne Museum and university students,
carry out a core drilling exercise, the first one to take place since the 1970s.
The work I did at the school gave me a new lens on Western Port Bay and privileged experiences. This
was my education into the deeper beauty, value and fragility of this landscape and place.
While I had visited Warringine Park, Jacks Beach and the area around the Crib Point jetty numerous
times, I hadn’t been to the site of the AGL proposal till 2 years ago when I went there to take photos
at Woolley’s Beach and get a grasp of where it was in relation to the marine park and wetlands. The
coastal reserve has healthy remnant indigenous habitat: coastal tea, tree, orchids and healthy
grasses. It has been, until more recent times, a quiet, unspoilt place where people walk their dogs
and have a picnic.
The FSRU development would be in horrifyingly close proximity to the wetlands, mangroves and
shoreline habitat and the fragile ecosystems within.
So how do I feel about AGL and the APA Group, their tactics and their proposal?
I feel a simmering, relentless anger. I feel anguish, fear for our bay and, at times, despair.
My story only skims the story of my connection to this place. I live it, breath it, walk it every day.
When I pull the blind up in my bedroom in the morning, I glimpse its blue.

My roots are here. Its salty spray, Winter winds and bird cries are in my veins. It uplifts me, cleanses
me and holds me close. Sometimes, when the wind is right, I can even hear its soothing waves at
night.
I want this bay to be pristine and unspoilt for my grandchildren and future generations of children.
Future generations don’t deserve to lose the joy and memories that this place offers. I want its
mangroves, mudflats, shoreline and blue waters to remain healthy and the marine life and migratory
birds to be put before profit and corporate greed. I don’t want its gentle landscape to be adulterated
by an FSRU the size of the MCG and 17 stories high.
The next story was written by a Stacey who is an aquatic biologist and documentary film maker.
I grew up in a seaside town known to many as Hastings, in Victoria. I learnt about nature with my
Mum who would take my brother and I along the Warringine Park boardwalk after school. As a young
child, I used to sit and curiously watch the mud crabs scurry around, dwarfed by the mangroves and
melaleucas that surrounded us. Connecting with nature on these walks taught us that there was more
to our world than burgeoning local industries and housing developments.
At that age I had no idea about bureaucratic and financial terminologies adults used to value
ecosystems like this. Nor did I know that this place would qualify as a Ramsar wetlands or a Biosphere
Reserve. All I knew was that it was a special place for me and my family. So special, it inspired me to
become an aquatic biologist and dedicate my life to protecting fragile and integral ecosystems like
Westernport Bay.
Most recently, this area has been subject to a development proposal by AGL and APA Group, who
intend to develop an intrusive Floating Regasification Unit (FSRU) and pipeline in Westernport Bay, in
the heart of the Warringine Ramsar Wetlands. I feel fortunate to be a part of a dedicated and stoic
community group who are fighting this proposal by reflecting the intrinsic connection we all share
with this special place, our home. This community group, called Save Westernport, has garnered the
attention of an NGO, Environment Victoria, who are supporting our cause to push for the protection
of this area because they recognize how ludicrous it would be for our government to permit AGL to
install a 300m long gas factory in the wetlands.
Collectively, we are all concerned that there is no need for this development, that the development is
not financially beneficial for the region or environmentally safe for the climate, that the local
environmental impacts, such as light pollution, bushfire risk and damage to the coastal areas are
going to be disastrous for the longevity of this 25 year project. But personally, I am worried that this
development will have a detrimental impact on current and future generations, who will suffer
‘solastalgia’.
I implore our politicians to stand with our community and fight with heart against this project and to
push for a strengthening of our environmental laws. This proposal should never have come so far.
I want to thank my local community, our Boon Wurrung Traditional Custodians and everyone who
has pitched in to support this campaign to keep AGL out of our beautiful, sacred waterways. These
special places should be protected for every being.

Brian’s life’s work has included the documentation and protection of the flora and fauna of
Westernport Bay. He captures the fragile beauty of the birdlife and the habitat that is at stake
My first memory of Western Port was driving down Stony Point Road to the jetty and there on the
mudflats was a small group of Yellow–billed Spoonbills. This was sometime around 1978 or 79 and as
a newcomer to Australia the sight of spoonbills just milling around near the shore was terribly exotic
and etched itself into my memory. I had no idea at the time of course that I would return to live and
work within cooee of this endlessly fascinating bay.
I was on my way to French Island with a friend and this was also my first introduction –albeit brief –
to that amazing island. Years later, I was to take part in catching koalas on French Island for
relocation to the mainland and this took me to parts of the island seldom seen except by residents
and rangers. The beautiful heathland in flower in springtime and wildflowers and orchids springing
up on the fire breaks were memorable moments. Visiting with the Peninsula Birdwatchers in the
1980s we were led by the indefatigable Des Quinn, striding over the countryside, on his long legs,
dragging a weary group of birdwatchers in his wake. He showed us some wonderful birdlife – Cape
Barren Geese in the paddocks, Swamp Harriers drifting low over the mashes and Sea Eagles soaring
high overhead. It was all a wonderful introduction to the very special wildness of Western Port.
My interest in birds has drawn me into several surveys – some one-offs and others with a bit more
longevity. One of my first was a banding trip with the Victorian Wader study Group. This group has
done incredibly valuable work in the study of migratory and resident shore birds by fitting
identification bands on the legs of birds to track their movements and in recent years with advanced
technology, by fitting geo-locators to birds to do the same. Some of the results have been mind
boggling with birds flying up to 10,000 km non-stop on their migratory journey! On this occasion,
though the gods were against us and we were unable to catch any birds, however what sticks in my
mind was the bay itself as we walked back along the shoreline. The sea was perfectly still – like the
proverbial millpond – and in the setting sun, the reflections of the mangroves and the lines of colour
on the water and in the sky was a sight that Turner could have painted.
Another banding expedition I took part in was catching Pied Oystercatchers. The Oystercatchers are
one of the few shorebirds whose population is doing OK. French Island is important for these groundnesting birds because of its remote beaches (with few people) and the absence of foxes. What I
remember best about this outing was laying behind the scrub covered fore-dune and watching the
sandpipers, stints and godwits slowly making their way towards us as the tide rose and covered their
feeding grounds and drove them quietly towards us.
I also took part in a bird survey which was related to a port development proposal of some sort (I
forget exactly which one, but there always seems to be someone who wants to “develop” Western
Port and we always seem to have to repeatedly supply information as to why they shouldn’t).
Anyway, this was Western Port in a different mood. Part of the survey was done from a boat (the
part that I was participating in) and the weather was wet and windy, but we managed to complete
the survey (one of several) despite the conditions.
I also had the opportunity through my work learn a bit about a habitat that although I was familiar
with on a superficial level, I soon discovered that I knew little about the actual plants and animal that
lived there. For a couple of years, I coordinated an intertidal survey called Reef Watch at Mushroom
Reef, Flinders. This involved surveying and recording the sea life within quadrants (metre squares)
placed on the reef. To do this the surveys had to be timed for low tide and it was always a worry that
I’d get the times wrong and the team would turn up to a submerged reef. Fortunately this never
happened but there was one occasion when we had to beat a hasty retreat as the tide started to fill
up the neck of the reef (our way back to shore) and we had to splash through the rising tide.
What I did get from this work though – thanks to the very knowledgeable volunteers who had been
doing this for years – was an appreciation of just how varied the life is in this inhospitable zone and
of course one couldn’t help notice the birds that use this zone too; the Sooty Oystercatchers and
Turnstones on the rocks (one of these Turnstones wearing the aforementioned geolocator was

tracked flying 4000 km non-stop on its migration), Red-necked Stints following the tide in and out on
the sandy beach and Double-banded Dotterel amongst the sea weed, this New Zealand shore bird
breeds in NZ and is the only east-west migrating shorebird in the world.
At present apart from enjoying the bay on a casual basis I take part in two bird surveys: the Orange –
bellied Parrot Survey – a search for what is probably our rarest parrot (to date we haven’t seen one
but we live in hope and there are always other interesting birds about) and the Western Port Bird
Survey – possibly the longest running bird survey in Australia. The Western Port Survey is always
interesting, especially if you have the luck to survey some of the more remote corners of the bay. The
birdlife is astounding; Red-necked Avocets with their impossibly thin, delicate, upturned bills, yapping
Black winged Stilts on their ridiculously long pink legs, flocking migratory birds in their hundreds,
flotillas of hundreds of ducks, Caspian Terns with their long red bills, Gull-billed Terns with their neat
black caps and so much more. It’s an avian wonderland worthy of a David Attenborough
documentary here on our doorstep, or if not exactly our doorstep at least a short walk down the
garden path.
Del’s connection to the bay runs broad and deep.
Westernport has held me for many moons. I have slept in many of the beautiful places around the
Bay, from the shining jewel of French Island to the silent waters of Cannons Creek; at Cowes on
Phillip Island, at Grantville, beside the wide tidal flats at Lang Lang, the peaceful Wooleys Beach and I
now hear the murmur of the shore from my home in Somers.
I have walked the beach in moonlight and scooped fine fluorescent sand worms up with my hands.
I’ve watched the waterspout of a whale resting in the stretch of water between my French Island
home and Cowes on Phillip Island.
I have been tossed in the troughs and peaks of churning waves during ferry crossings in rough seas,
and glided my kayak across the smooth waters of bays and inlets.
Bright hermit crabs have retreated under my exploration of rockpools, soldier crabs scurry into the
mud, and wader birds dig long beaks in to extract them from internationally recognised migratory
bird habitat.
I nursed my baby in Westernport as dolphins nurse their babies in the waters that lay ten minutes’
walk from my home.
When working at a tourism facility on French Island, I met many hundreds of people, all in awe of the
amazing unique place that Westernport is. I will remember forever, standing with an overseas visitor
on top of a hill overlooking the stretch of bay from Hastings to Philip Island, right where AGL propose
to put a huge gas factory; she spread her arms wide, lifted her head and began to twirl as she sang a
long joyful ‘ahhhhh’. Never had she seen such pristine wide space.
Large flocks of black swans feed and live in the shallows, it is told that the black swans Josephine held
at Malmaison in France, the first black swans in Europe, were collected from Westernport by
Baudin’s expedition in the early 1800’s.
At the Visitor Information Centre in Hastings, thousands of visitors tell of their love of the area,
amazed at their discovery of such a unique place. Locals, tourists and past residents tell stories of the
fabulous fishing, the great twitching experiences, times past, passion for the great Westernport
diving spots “best in Victoria”, observation of and interaction with marine mammals, surfing,
swimming, paddling, playing, boating, walking, relaxing and enjoying this beautiful place.
I have read a history of William Thomas, Aboriginal Protectorate, and his observations of the
Boonwurrung who he lived with 1839 - 1840. When reserves were proposed, the Boonwurrung
people chose the area from Balnarring to Crib Point as their place. Unfortunately, the traditional
owners were driven from this land, but locals know of middens and stone tools that have been found
and survive till this day.

For decades, people have put in many volunteer hours to plant, weed, remove rubbish, educate,
protect the bay from heavy industry and contribute to Westernport and its community. I am one of
those many people who give time to protect and restore this unique and amazing place.
I want to go on exploring, learning and experiencing the beautiful unique environment that
Westernport is. I am loath to imagine the damage that a 13 storey, third of a kilometer-long
floating gas plant and subsequent ships importing the gas will do to wonderful Westernport.
Sacha is a marine biologist who has been researching the dolphin pods and whales in the bay. Her
story reflects the scientific knowledge that underpins her passion for the waters and creatures of
Westernport.
Westernport has a particularly special spot in my heart. It’s been my playground since I was a
teenager. It’s my saltwater therapy. A safe, reef-lined bay full of surf breaks, tree lined shores and
peaceful beaches. Westernport has given me space, healing, time to be myself, play, be free, feel wild
and human. I owe this wilderness for keeping me true to myself and on my best path in life. Priceless.
Such is the roll of wilderness that is disappearing around the world. Ancient cultures often used time
alone away from villages and in nature as a right of passage. The value of this has been lost to most
in our modern culture, but in our heart of hearts, not forgotten.
As we become more familiar with wild spaces, we begin to relate to them as more than ecosystems.
To me Westernport is a living, breathing entity. Her mangroves and seagrass beds are lungs drawing
down 4 times the amount of carbon than terrestrial forests. They’re also kidneys filtering toxins from
storm water, keeping our oceans clean and fish stocks healthy. Her breath is the tides, each one
regenerating and reinvigorating the system and exchanging nutrients with the ocean. Her blood and
flesh are the mudflats, offering up nutrients to the birds that migrate from around the world to feed
on. Her bones are the reefs creating waves we can surf and have fun on. Her shallow waters are her
arms, a nursery for fish, sharks and rays, seahorses, crays and crabs. Her deep channels are home to
the Burrunan dolphins, and an appreciated quiet pitstop for larger whales along their migration
paths.
The value of Westernport surpasses economic value that could be put on her. She effortlessly
maintains the systems we need to protect us from climate change, unfunded and unaided. She
provides us with healthy aquaculture, delivers us fun and happiness in the forms of waves, fishing,
diving, and simple ocean gazing. She homes, feeds and protects all the species that form an integral
part of the health of her overall system and the ones linked to her. And she cleans our air by
replenishing life giving oxygen and mood boosting ozone. Did you know two-thirds of the planet's
total atmospheric oxygen is produced by ocean phytoplankton? So, take in 3 breaths and thank the
oceans for 2 of them.
Brian’s long history with and connection to the bay speaks for itself.
My affinity with Westernport Bay began in earnest about 1969 when I started a Diploma of Teaching
at Frankston Teacher’s College, now the Frankston campus of Monash University. Before this I used
to stay for the odd weekend at the “Shacks”, which were well put together humpies at the back of
the sand dunes at Point Leo. Life Savers and surfers used these shacks to be close to the beach and do
what they really enjoyed, surf. I met blokes like Sandy Mc Kendrick, Gus and Robbie Tankard who
remain long-time friends.
While I was at Teacher’s College I met Paul Trigger, Graham Quail, Murray “Wogs” Walding and
Tidal wave Ted Bainbridge. We formed a tight little surfing group that would take every opportunity
to skip lectures and go surfing when the swell was up. We surfed all the known beaches of
Westernport but we also surfed new places like Balnarring Point, Merricks and the Farm at Flinders.
It was probably the boards we had in those days that made these places seem like jewels of the bay.
A bloke called Alan “Wally” Tibbals lived for a short time in Somers and we started surfing another

place when the swell was big, Somers River mouth. Another friend I made was Keith “Atlas”
Robinson, who, being a goofy foot, was always looking for a wave that broke left. He found it at the
Pines in Shoreham and surfed it regularly. Of course, we called this break Atlas.
The lure of the beach was too much for me and I moved to Carisbrooke Street in Balnarring and
rented a house with some mates. Unknown to me at the time there was a family who used to camp
on their block behind the house us blokes lived in. The daughter in that family was Mandy Palmer
and she is now my life partner.
Westernport Bay has always been a jewel, with a country feel and a slower pace. It hasn’t changed
all that much. Mind you, sitting in the “cave” at Merricks Point watching the bay and eating a
chicken pie from Mrs Pickler’s or going into the old Balnarring General Store for food may have
disappeared, but if you search hard, that same feeling of country can be satisfied.
After I graduated from Teacher’s College, I moved to the Otways and taught at Lavers Hill. I got
married and thought I would settle down on the rugged South West Coast of Victoria. When my son
Simon was born though we thought it best to move back to family and conveniences. So,
Westernport Bay here I come again! We lived in Bittern when it was very rural, and it was here that I
got very involved with the late Councillor Lorna Bennett and the late Brian Cummins. We were quite
political and had paddle outs at the Crib Point refinery attempting to stop them from polluting our
bay. Brian was an inspirational man and I’m sure his spirit is with us in this new campaign against
AGL and its gas plan.
I furthered my studies and got a Diploma in Outdoor Education which had an academic focus on the
environment. Doctor Leon Costermon was one of my lecturers and it wasn’t long before I was
studying Westernport Bay and its vegetation both around the bay and in the water. The white
mangrove was fascinating to me and my major evaluative work was spent on this species and its
crucial relationship to our bay.
I have always been involved with the community around Westernport Bay and was either a teacher
or principal in Hastings for over 30 years. This led to many experiences and chances to promote the
area and our school was always involved with many environmental and community programs.
Serendipity has played its role and I now find myself living back in Balnarring with my partner Mandy.
We have built a new home and we love it here. Because we are both now retired, we have the
opportunity to walk the beaches, swim, surf and thoroughly enjoy the whole bay environment. It has
become quite a spiritual or meaningful place for us. I will never forget Mandy bathing in the soothing
waters every day after her radiation treatment for an unexpected cancer which was a little hiccup for
us. Mandy’s parents were long time Balnarring residents and they chose to have their ashes sprinkled
into the bay. It’s not uncommon for us to visit this quiet spot and watch 2 dolphins at play. I’m sure
everyone sees the dolphins, but we like to think we have a special connection. We find the bay
comforting and emotional, in a good way! To us, the bay has an essence of the cycle of life.
I still surf as much as I can even though my body has let me down a bit. I have crook hips and knees,
so my son Simon has shaped me a board I lie on. He calls it the GS…. the Gut Slider! It keeps me in the
water and my special moments are still connected with the waves of the Peninsula, but in particular,
Westernport Bay. My friends are still here, and they have selected this area to live because of the
bay. It’s still clean and alive and has a huge impact on all of our lives. I believe I have lived in some
great times and have experienced some wonderful moments in the water both with my son Simon
and my friends. I now want my grandchildren to have the same opportunity to experience some of
the joys the bay has given me. Mandy and I want our ashes spread in the bay to become part of this
magical place and I sure as Hell don’t want to share the water with the pollutants from a floating
AGL gas factory.

The signwriter’s story was the catalyst for me to start The Heart Stories Project. I spent 3 hours
interviewing him about his story. It simply had to be told. He produced over 1000 signs to try and
draw people’s attention to AGLs plans for Westernport. It was his beloved wife’s dying wish that
he ‘Save the bay’. This is an extract from his story.
I had moved to Crib Point and had realised that, in fact, it was a really special place. Then I started to
realise that Western Port bay itself was even more special. It’s clean. It’s a beautiful environment and
I know this because I have walked on it every morning for the last 12 years with our dogs.
When Gayle was going through her surgeries and her 4 and a 1/2 years of dealing with ovarian
cancer, chemo, radiotherapy and alternative therapies, she would swim at Merricks Beach. She was a
champion swimmer when she was young and for nine months of the year, she would do laps at
Merricks Beach most days. This was part of her therapy to restore herself, because she was always
very fitness oriented and healthy and watched her diet.
She prompted me to try and do something to prevent the destruction and I don’t think destruction is
too strong a word, because to picture what is likely to be queueing off the Nobbies and sailing into
the top end of Western Port Bay is truly horrifying. It’s not just the plant itself. It’s the fact they we’ll
be having huge ships coming in from overseas bringing all sorts of problems with them. If there’s any
sort of problem with a ship, in terms of an oil spill, it would be a total, absolute disaster. If anyone
bothered to look at a map WP is tiny compared to Port Phillip. It’s very tidal. The average depth is 6
meters so the only way these people can get away with facilitating what they plan to do is to dredge
it severely which will destroy it as we know it. There’s no way this project can go ahead.
I think business and exploitation, the psychology of digging things up and shipping it out is obviously,
logically flawed. You just can’t keep doing it. I’m horrified but the intrusion on our First Nations
people. I wonder if AGL has even considered to ask the First Nations folk what they think of this
activity they’re planning for Western Port, particularly in the light of what has just happened in WA
with the destruction of 46,000 years’ worth of sacred history.
I feel duty bound in Gail’s memory to do everything to try and prevent any destruction. I think it’s a
tragedy because the bay itself is really just now coming back into itself. The water is crystal clear. It’s
beautiful. There are penguins, dolphins, there has been an increase in whale sightings. I believe there
have been orcas sighted in Western Port which has been previously unheard of.
My general view of everything with regards to wildlife is that humans are incredibly arrogant and
destructive and it’s a shocking state to have humans deciding we should be in control and the planet
is just put here to be plundered. My objection is tinged by the fact that I have a history here and I feel
that I have an obligation to many people, not just Gayle but to my children as well. There are a lot of
children around Balnarring and Crib Point and I see them, and I think ‘Well, we owe it to them to do
everything we possibly can to preserve Western Port’.
Billie is the signwriter’s daughter. This is her story.
My relationship with Westernport bay is that it has functioned as a compass since moving to the
peninsula with my family when I was eight years old. It started at its southern entrance – Flinders
ocean beach – where one day I found myself crunched up in the shallows in winter, starting to
question my conviction that moving to the beach from the city meant I absolutely needed to swim in
the ocean every single day.
My addiction to the coast has since softened as I have moved further north along the bay, however I
am becoming increasingly aware that if I found myself living inland in the future, tucked away from
the coast, something would be missing. I am too well-adjusted to that salty taste, and the crisp
southern air, and the grits of sand that constantly pepper my carpet and stick to my toes. Yet amidst
the ongoing refusal by myself and likeminded others to allow AGL’s commoditisation of the bay, I
find myself wondering if I could even stand to see the waterline at all, polluted with the money-man’s
toys.

Running along the bay at sunrise has been a consistent habit of mine for years and knowing how
easily I’d give that up if the proposal went ahead shows me how deeply disturbing AGL’s idealised
reality would be. Even for those with a merely superficial connection to the bay – those who overlook
it from wealthy clifftops and see the bay primarily as an asset – stand to lose their money to the
pockets of the powerful.
Every ship would represent a failure – for us, for the wildlife, for the future of energy production and
power division – to win a fight that should never have taken place at all. I refuse to lose to an
opponent who fights in blatantly corrupt and manipulative ways. I refuse to lose upon a land rich in
the potential for sustainable energy production to an archaic and toxic exploitation of finite
resources. I refuse to accept the decisions of those who favour the whip of fast cash over what is
ethical, and healthy, and compassionate, and sustainable. And those inside and outside of the
community who choose inaction, whose failure to become angry and question what they are told
represents the easiest form of compliance.
I am only twenty-five, I do not own land here nor pay rates. I do not feel any sense of ownership over
the bay or feel pulled to the cause by any sense of personal affront that I could lose my beach, as it is
not mine, nor yours, nor (and especially), business dealers and money makers. I do, however, feel a
responsibility to speak up for it. Like all other natural environments, Westernport bay is a collective
space that deserves respect. It gives life and takes nothing from us in return. It serves as a lesson to
us that greed does not perpetuate infinite resources, but that the bay too, can suffer and become
weak if we take too much. We need to learn to tread lightly and protect our generous environment
from those who do not.
The following are excerpts are from longer stories.
Rory moved to Crib Point from St Kilda some years ago and lives less than 1k from the site
proposed for the FSRU. The indigenous flora along this coastal reserve is classed as ‘highly
significant’ from both a local and regional point of view. There are orchids and everlasting daisies
that have not been found growing anywhere else. AGL is proposing to permanently close a public
reserve, with a barbecue and seating area, that is at the end of a walking trail through the reserve.
It strips me back to who I am, to who I really am, barefoot. It gives you a connection to the heart.
Merricks Beach is a lovely place. It’s always beautiful, but at low tide it’s especially beautiful. There’s
a kind of metaphor there for being uncovered, the bareness of low tide, baring all of who you are.
There it is, warts and all, like it or not kind of thing.
You see dolphins down there. A whole lot of shorebirds, eagles … it’s just beautiful, beautiful bush at
the back of the beach as well. You get rid of all that crap from what you do. I work in construction. I
work in multi storey buildings. It’s such a contrast being at Merricks Beach in a pair of bathers. It’s
the other end of the world.
What I really l like about Western Port bay is the kind of humility it has. It’s not beckoning people like
the south of France, the Riviera, or even Port Phillip Bay with its hype, really. Western Port Bay just
sits there quietly being beautiful. It’s a very simple kind of bay with French Island right in the middle
of it. For me it’s the innocence and humility it has and that’s why it doesn’t need anything else added
to it.
I love Wooley’s Beach. It’s a great place to go and sit and contemplate. I love the contrast there with
the mangroves, the wetlands compared to the beaches you get further down the bay. Crib Point’s
just a lovely little haven really. A place where you can get away from it all. Once again, it’s humble.
It doesn’t need any complications. It doesn’t need to be added to with a great, ugly FSRU.

Candy is an artist who lives in Crib Point. She has been at the forefront of the Save Westernport
campaign and writes about the fundamental importance of community. The campaign to Save
Westernport has brought the community together from across the bay.
I am a visual artist and I’ve only ever drawn and painted people or my pets, but now I’ve started
drawing birds and fish. This place informs my work, not just in a literal sense but in a metaphorical
sense, it has opened my heart and mind to a much deeper nature and ecology.
I’d never seen anything like little Red Hooded Plover, or the local Crib Point orchids. And of course,
these unique life forms inform my aesthetic and understanding. My whole colour palette has
changed since I’ve been down here. It is much more subtle and earthy. My life has changed because
living close to relatively pristine nature is so healthy and enlivening. I love the clean air and clear
waters of the everchanging shorelines, and the deep silences……….
Joanna Macy talks about ‘the Great Turning’ that we’re in right now, it comes after the ‘Unravelling’.
The falling apart of the old world of exploitation and endless unsustainable growth. We could turn
this whole thing around, and it could become a new world that is based on values of a sustainable
equality, a human partnership with the environment, where we work with nature, with the deep
knowing that we are part of nature. I think that COVID has made us pause, and although the tragedy
of lives lost and the breaking up of the way things have been is hard for us to go through, we have
the opportunity to change the whole paradigm.
I see that the way for us to get through this to the other side is through building and nourishing local
community. I think local communities are the most important thing now. This is a global trend, and it
is the movement away from globalisation and all the horrendous inequalities this fosters. If you can
build a community that loves and values the local environment, like the one we’re currently building
through our mutual love for Western Port bay, then we will be a very strong force to be reckoned
with. There’s no way we can ever compete with the amount of money and corporate power that AGL
has but we’ve got another kind of power which is priceless.
Many people think their voice is not enough, too small, that their contribution won’t make any
difference, but one of my teacher’s taught me. ‘If you think your voice is too small, think about the
mosquito in your room at night.’
Liz is also an artist and Westernport Bay informs her practice
I find Western Port Bay simply magical. Gazing out at the water, marvelling at its changing colours
and watching the waves and eddies is such a joy but it’s the shoreline that brings me back time and
time again.
I’m an artist and much of my work reflects the natural beauty surrounding us. I’m particularly
interested in the small things that so often go unnoticed – shell and crustacean fragments and
shards, scraps of seaweed and various other marine life- things that get washed up daily onto the
sand.
To me the hightide line is absolutely beautiful - beached weed and shells, seagrass and holdfasts all
tangle and weave together to form an ephemeral beach installation that is different each day and
varies greatly during the year.
Watching the birds, collecting fishing line tangled in seaweed, sketching and thinking about the
importance pf preserving this unique bay all inspire my work and my way of life.
Western Port Bay is the place I take my grandchildren to when they come to visit and it’s also the
place I like to sit quietly and chat to my mother who died 2 years ago.

Chloe’s story resonates personally for me. Her mother, Pamela, was a friend of mine and a
talented artist. She died from breast cancer some years ago her love for the landscape and details
of the bay that informed her art has passed through to her daughter and son.
Western Port Bay is a place sacred to me. It holds a special place in my heart. I have lived in Somers,
Flinders and Shoreham, and in recent years returned from bayside Melbourne to Balnarring.
Like a holdfast tethering strands of seaweed in underwater forests, this place anchors the many
threads woven throughout my life. Experiences, memories, connections...personal, family,
community...social, environmental, artistic, spiritual.
And I know this is not unique to me. People from communities around Western Port Bay, and beyond,
hold similar sentiments. People are connected to place, not separate from it. Our stories, our lives,
are inextricably woven with the lands and waters.
For many thousands of years, the Boon Wurrung peoples of the Kulin Nation, have sung up these
lands and waters with their stories, living in sacred balance, with great reverence and care for
Country.
Western Port Bay is a place of unique charm, natural beauty and clean, clear living waters. A place of
international ecological significance. A UNESCO Biosphere Reserve with Ramsar wetlands, and three
marine national parks located within its boundaries. A haven for wildlife, shores where migratory
birds return. The Bay’s varied habitats host an abundance of diverse species, some endemic, like the
magical Weedy Sea dragon.
For me, walking the shoreline is a never-ending source of artistic inspiration, a soul nourishing
practice of contemplation and communion. I marvel at the cycles alive in the changing tides, colours
of the skies and waters. It continues to fill me with wonder and teach me about the miraculous web
of life.
I feel great sadness that unpolluted wild places are rapidly shrinking all over the world. Oceans are
polluted and overfished. Land and waterways poisoned. Humans continue to plunder and destroy so
much of our environment in the name of ‘progress’, the consumption of resources, and the pursuit of
money - to feed an insatiable ‘machine’.
Places like Western Port Bay are precious. They are irreplaceable. Priceless. To threaten to harm
them is irresponsible, unconscionable and sacrilegious. Companies such as AGL show their greed,
short-sightedness and blatant disregard by continuing to invest in infrastructure for fossil fuels in the
midst of a Climate Emergency.
This place is home to many more species than humans. We are part of a complex ecosystem that has
functions and needs beyond ours. It is our duty to care for, not our entitlement to plunder. We must
protect places like Western Port Bay, before it's too late.
For future generations. For the dolphins, whales, seals, fish, sharks, penguins, birds, koalas, seagrass
beds, mangroves and indigenous flora, for the myriad forms in the web of life that call this place
Home.
Something that has stood out for me, in the curating of this project, has been the strong sense
that writers want this bay to be protected and left, unspoilt, for their children and grandchildren
and generations to come. Vicky writes about this in her story. Her daughter poses a salient
question at the end of her story.
You come to understand Westernport Bay’s uniqueness.
Our children knew it too, because they felt safe to wander freely in the Bay’s gentle snug
circular lap, comforted by long slender land arms they could see across the water. They
banded together to explore, inspired by the sense of wonder and adventure they developed
here, unperturbed. They delighted in covering themselves from ankles to earlobes in an
impervious layer of thick pasty mud from the "crater" at the creek and paraded in sheer joy

their mud-suits. They kayaked alongside playful dolphins and dared each other to swim to the
orange buoys floating offshore, noticing the distance of the swim varied according to the
tides. They set off in the mornings to explore rock pools and they trekked together to the high
dunes in the baking heat, mid-Summer, and found respite in the cool sand beneath the dense
dune scrub, rewarding themselves with a game of hide and seek in the network of verdant
tunnels.
If you want to give a gift to those you love most, this is it. The gift of the internationally
recognised magnificent ecological, natural wonder that is Westernport Bay - home to infinite
precious wildlife. A gift that will stay in your heart always to nourish you throughout the days
and weeks, months and years. And if you thought someone may take this precious gift and
degrade, tarnish, destroy it, would you allow that to happen?
There are many things I wish to ask our politicians, however all of them can be summed up by just
one question asked of me, this week, by my soon-to-be-18-year-old daughter who is in year 12. I pose
her question to the politicians, because I was unable to find a plausible answer to give her. So, on
behalf of my daughter, I ask “How can the government possibly let this happen (allow AGL to do
business) in a RAMSAR site of international importance? How can such a thing ever be allowed?”. I
would appreciate a response to give her.
Another common thread in all of the stories is a sense of great distress at what stands to be
damaged and lost and the risk that is posed. Glenn Albrecht (Ecological philosopher and Honorary
Fellow in the School of Geosciences of The University of Sydney) created the concept of Solastalgia
‘a chronic distress caused by negatively perceived changes to a home and its landscape.’ He
defines this as an ‘emplaced or existential melancholia experienced with the negative
transformation (desolation) of a loved home environment.’ (See The Age of Solastalgia – The
Conversation)
What we would see if AGLs plans were approved would be a ‘sense of place lost through the
destruction of the landscape.’ (Richard Fu – ABC News, Opinion). Fu lists the symptoms of this as
feelings of grief, trauma, nostalgia, alienation, depression, anxiety and loss.
Rod and Jean Knowles retired to Crib Point four years ago. Passionate and dedicated campaigners
against the FSRU, their fear about what could happen if this goes ahead is palpable when Rod
speaks to an audience. This extract is from their story.
Four years ago, my husband and I decided on a sea change, so we retired to the seaside village of
Crib Point, to enjoy the great fishing that Westernport Bay offers and the serene and tranquil bush
environment.
We had no idea that instead, we’d be battling a massive energy company to stop our new home and
town from being destroyed.
The nearby Bay is alive with marine life including the magical Weedy Sea Dragon, the Great Southern
Calamari and the beautiful King George Whiting. Dolphins and Whales also visit the waters of
Westernport Bay Stony Point and Crib Point. All kinds of fish, as mentioned above, are attracted to
the food that flows from the prolific sea grasses that grow in the Bay and its special mangrove
ecosystem.
At low tide, the precious wetland banks are exposed allowing wading birds access to all sorts of sea
creatures. It is for this reason that Westernport Bay is recognised under the international Ramsar
Convention agreement as part of a world-wide corridor for migratory birds and by the United Nations
Educational Scientific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO) as a special biosphere to be protected at
all costs.
There is a beautiful walk adjacent to the Bay that runs from Hastings to Stony Point (about 6 klm)
consisting of a boardwalk and bushwalk. As you walk you can see the migratory birds feeding on the
mud flats (like the Eastern Curlew). Also, along the track we come across our lovely native birds like

swans, parrots, parakeets, as well as black and white cockatoos there are also wallabies. Whales and
dolphins can also be seen from where I’m standing in the photo I’ve included with this letter.
In the middle of this special 6k walking track is the Crib Point jetty. That’s where AGL are planning to
moor what they call their Floating Storage Regasification Unit (FSRU), but we call it “a dirty,
dangerous floating gas factory”. It will be 290 metres long and 17 stories high.
The plan is to use it as a mother ship where up to 40 Liquid Natural Gas tankers will offload their
fossil fuel every year. The liquid gas will be processed by drawing in 480 million litres a day of water,
chlorinating it to protect the ship’s pipework, and using it to warm up the LNG. The sea water would
then be returned to the bay 7 degrees cooler.
Sarah speaks to the deep connection that so many people have expressed in their stories and
actions to protect Westernport Bay.
Merricks Beach is my sacred place. Merricks Beach on Western Port Bay, Warn Marring was our
childhood home. It was here that my sense of wonder and awe for this planet began. It was here I
delighted in the cliff tops, the rock pools, the sandy shallow beaches, the waves at the point, the sand
dunes, the woodlands. It was here my sense of self as part of something greater was nourished.
This place I return to regularly, to foster that deep connection I have to the lands, the waters, the air.
I visit alone, with family, with friends. We snorkel, we swim, we walk, we drum, we bird watch and
we chat. We camp at Balnarring and at Somers.
It is also a Ramsar site- and that means it is recognized as an international site of significance for
birds. It means it is supposed to be protected. Caspian Terns, Pied Oystercatcher, Grey Tailed Tattler,
Eastern curlew, to name just a handful of the endangered birds that call Westernport home.
Westernport is home to significant marine creatures too, whales, dolphins, sharks, fur seals, weedy
sea dragons, I could go on. As over 630 animal species are supported by the Westernport
environment. These lands and these waters are precious.
This is Boon Wurrung Country, the people of the two bays. Port Phillip, Nairm and Westernport,
Warn Marring. It is sacred land, and water.

Melanie, who is a wildlife rescuer and artist, has experienced first-hand the risk of fire. She talks
to the grief she would experience if the proposal is approved.
Pacific Gulls, Herons, Pelicans, Darters, Gannets, Ibis, Fairy Wrens, and Kookaburras, all visible on a
quiet wander through the Warringine Bushland Reserve, one of the best boardwalks I have ever had
the pleasure to meander along. I remember when summer bushfire ripped through the Warringine
area in 2015, burning nearly 5000 hectares. My Dad and step mum were at home in Crib Point on
evacuation alert, too late to leave, they stayed put.
I have enjoyed wonderful snorkelling around the reef edges. Seeing all sorts of marine life, large
leathery kelp, bright green sea lettuce, knobbly Neptune’s necklace, fancy extravagant sea slugs, big
eyed curious spikey puffer fish, and swift patterned little rays and skates. I enjoy the clean salty air,
green spaces, wetlands, creeks, coastal habitats and bushlands surrounding Western Port Bay. My
artwork reflects a strong connection to and appreciation of the local environment. Capturing the
light, movement, the energy of these beautiful places that I call home. I would like to keep it all this
way. Big polluting, dangerous, fossil fuel industries are not welcome in Western Port Bay. It would
break my heart to see AGL industrialise Crib Point with a massive floating gas terminal and pipeline. I
want to know that these natural places will remain, for our flora and fauna to thrive, and for our kids
to enjoy what we have been blessed and privileged to enjoy.

Talented local printmaker Warren Cook also reflects on his feelings.
I don’t ‘use’ Westernport, it actually gives to me. I find a sense of wholeness when I connect to the
natural beauty of this place through art making, swimming, surfing, sailing and beach walks with
family and friends. I also do my best to give back to it, by collecting rubbish, protesting as needed
and by honouring this place in my art practice………….
My heart is heavy at the prospect that AGL could go ahead with this proposal. The loss is not only for
the close community who reside around Westernport but to all the living things. We must continue to
stand as a community, loud and strong against projects such as these. With climate change upon us,
it is more important now than ever.
Jo writes on behalf of her whole family
We want the shoreline and the vista to stay pristine and gorgeous as it is now, to be able to see
across to Phillip and French Islands. We don’t want to have to apologise to our grandchildren for not
doing enough and letting industry spoil something so precious to us, and the flora and fauna of the
area. It simply must not happen.
Ella, a mother of two young children, writes
I look at my children Charlie and Aiya playing in the water and they’re just so damn happy here. We
teach them to look after Mother Earth, that we are not the masters but part of the ecosystem itself.
How do we fight the greed? I dream of mass action in order to make the Govt listen. I fear that profit
so often wins out and leaves a trail of destruction. Yet we must keep hope. We must keep fighting.
Marni, who has lived in Somers for decades and takes her young grandson to the same beach she
took her children to, writes
I have walked on this beach every morning for many years and every day, no matter the season, it
takes my breath away when I emerge from the foreshore near the creek mouth and take in the view
down to Flinders and across to Phillip Island.
Each season brings its own surprises in the sea, the clouds, the shoreline, the birdlife and our very
own pod of dolphins. Over the years I have witnessed attempts to subdue the tide and its erosive
effects. Rock walls, groins and sea walls have come and gone over time – some successful, most not –
nature just continues to do her thing.
Our children have walked Somers beach, explored its foreshore, surfed its creek mouth, snorkelled
over its reefs and seagrasses and played with their friends on its sand. They continue to do so as
adults and want their children to experience the same joys as they have.
Rupert has volunteered for many years, planting out and restoring the dunes along the foreshore
of the bay
AGL are a large corporation and have unequal power in any of their interactions with our
communities. They are not listening to our concerns about the health of our bay and are just paying
lip service to their obligations when it comes to the protections of our environment. They keep
insisting that they are doing this in the communities’ interest but have not convinced any of us, who
really care about our environment, of their genuine accountability to us.
If we want to tackle Climate Change in any real sense, we have to stop using fossil fuels as soon as
possible around the world. Australia, at present, is the biggest producer of gas, and AGL is telling us

that it needs to import gas into Australia at any cost, but the cost is carried mainly by the
environment and the people around their insane proposal.
Anne lives on Elizabeth Island in the bay
My connection to Western Port Bay started in 1996 when we purchased land fronting the bay.
Elizabeth Island is now my home. I feel lucky to wake up to the sight of Western Port Bay all around
me, every day.
Most days I circumnavigate the island in my pedal paddle kayak. It takes just under an hour. Then I
jump in and swim for a while. This connects me intimately to the water, the shoreline and the birdlife
and leaves me feeling alive. The bay is a special place that rewards for spending time with it. Day by
day it grows on you. It doesn’t show its splendour at first. It wants you to slow down, stop and be
with it a while. Over time you get to know its tidal shoreline. Orange lichened rocks, ancient
sandstone, pebbles, sand, mudflats that become lakes with the tides. The shoreline has rockpools
and mangroves with pink pigface and other plants with names like bidgee-widgee and beaded
glasswort. Fish of all sorts nurture their young amongst the mangroves. In the bay are gummy
sharks, King George whiting, snapper, Australian salmon. We pluck oysters from the rocks and eat
them fresh. Pacific gulls and oyster catchers sit atop shoreline rocks, looking like they’re standing on
water. Herons and spoonbills stalk around the mudflats finding food. Swallows, wrens and willywagtails eat the insects on land.
You can tell it’s a delicate balance of interwoven life.
Jan’s story
I have been a visitor to many parts of the bay consistently over the past 20 years. To walk, observe,
regenerate and to take photographs for my art practice. When I alight on any part of Westernport’s
shores, she is instantly recognisable as being a very important and unique natural environment with
a great deal to offer. The bay’s wetland areas are so fascinating to me. I particularly love mangroves
and am so in awe of their quiet strength in stabilising coastal systems, nutrient cycling and the
wildlife habitat they provide. I gain much inspiration from their resilience and subtle complexities.
Westernport Bay is an understated beauty, a jewel in Victoria’s crown, a surviving example of other
precious environments that are now just a memory…. a memory of ones that heavy industry has
smashed down before for short term financial gains.
My love is for the mud, marshy swampland that is hard to traverse, tangled roots of mangrove,
seagrass meadows and saltmarshes. It doesn’t seem like much is going on there………but underneath
the water, inside the mud and marsh, skittering along the shoreline around the mangrove roots and
in the scrubby trees is a complex, fragile, incredibly rich diversity of fauna, flora and marine life, the
likes of which are not seen anywhere else in the world.
It is a bay with extraordinary, ecological values. The wetland flora diversity creates the food chains
that sustain marine life and provide food for the 36 species of migratory shorebirds that land there
for a sustained time every single year coming from within the Arctic Circle. It provides for thousands
of local avian lives every day. It is very quiet there, lapping water a constant companion, major tidal
swings always bringing a different view and places to explore. It is a place for meandering, observing,
sitting, contemplating, regenerating and somewhere just to be with an unsung hero…nature. As I
said, Westernport Bay is a quiet achiever

Woolley’s Beach, which looks out over the proposed site for the FSRU, is named after Melissa’s
family
I now have a family of my own and together, we enjoy spending time at Woolley’s Beach. Taking in
the tranquillity and appreciating the natural environment of indigenous vegetation.
There has already been so much irreversible damage to this area due to industrialisation. My family
and I are passionate about preserving our natural environment and protecting it from being
destroyed as an outcome of short-sighted greed.
This final extract is from my daughter Minna’s story and is an endpoint to my submission. These
stories are only the tip of an iceberg of community disapproval of AGL and APA Group’s proposal.
What I sensed when I read every story, was the deep and abiding connection that every writer has
to the bay, its waters, Ramsar wetlands, beaches, flora, marine creatures and birds and the fragile
habitat and ecosystems that harbour and protect them. For every story there are fifty more that
could be told. Each writer has given me permission for their story, or an extract thereof, to be
included in my submission against the proposal. Every writer speaks to their fear of what would be
lost and the associated grief. This is immeasurable and unquantifiable, but it is real, and it is
palpable.
It is through my distance from it that I have begun to understand more deeply the grounding that
this place has offered me throughout my life. In particular, Merricks Beach is a place that I long for,
and even visit in my imagination, for respite and nourishment. With the caves and coastal banksias,
the memories of swimming with stingrays and in storms, this beach in particular, has offered me
many moments of rapture. The beach stretching from Balnarring to Merricks, and less frequently to
Somers, has soothed my soul. Even on colder days, a quick dip in the salty bay is enough to enliven
the body; nestling my feet in the sand and allowing the wind to whip my worries away while I watch
as the sunset welcomes the calm of night.In moments of heart ache and sorrow the waves have
soothed me. Their rhythm and consistency have reminded me that the world will continue to turn,
even in times of pain and suffering. These same waves remind me that these are the unceded lands
and waters of the Bunurong (Boon Wurrung) people; this bay can offer unconditional nourishment
for generations to come, as it has so done for thousands of generations before. I wonder who are the
decision makers here, and how can they better honour the rightful custodians of these lands and
waterways? In the name of ‘progress’ AGL offer yet another effort to dislocate and disregard our
right and responsibility to a healthy ecosystem. While I hold hope, I also sit with dread for how much
more could be destroyed before it's realised, we have lost too much.

Submission Cover Sheet
Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee EES
Request to be heard?: Yes
Full Name:

Elizabeth Nolan

Organisation:

No

Address of affected property:

Attachment 1:

2 Broadwater CourtCowes

Elizabeth_Nolan_

Attachment 2:
Attachment 3:
Submission:

Attached as Elizabeth Nolan Submission

250

My name is ELIZABETH NOLAN and my mother lives in Westernport Bay.
I am, and have been a part-time resident of Phillip Island since the early seventies, spending wonderful summers, springs, winters and autumns with family and friends. The wild and pristine beauty of Westernport Bay
has been an inspiration to my practice as a visual artist for many decades.
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the opportunity to
make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project.
There are a variety of issues which should deem this proposal unacceptable under its current form and that I
will point to in my submission but the issue that concerns me most is the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife.
The natural environment plays a crucial role in both the health of the communities who access them both
mentally and physically. The potential loss of nature and access to green spaces can contribute to mental
distress and environmental grief experienced by people who love and live in these areas. This will detrimentally affect the long-term mental health of a community. Excessive exposure to noise and light pollution in
areas of recreation or among households can result in loss of sleep and irritability, as well as increased prevalence of anxiety and a lack of ability to focus. The impacts of noise and light pollution can result in increased
prevalence of mental health conditions in a community, and I am particularly worried about the more elderly
residents of the area being adversely affected by this range of issues.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come to see the fairy
penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other incredible marine and
wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating
Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of the area and be inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination, even without the catastrophic effect any sort of accident during the construction and operation of this
plant.
Australia has committed to promote the conservation and wise use of wetlands as a signatory of the Ramsar
Convention on Wetlands of International Importance. This is understood as the maintenance of their ecological character and preventing their degradation. It is inappropriate to build and operate a gas import terminal
in the middle of one of the most precious environments in Victoria and an internationally significant wetland.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into the Bay each day
which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know about how this
cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The impact modelling completed by AGL
is not comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate. Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit
the discharge of wastewater in high conservation value areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State
Environment Protection Policy (Waters). AGL has so far been unsuccessful in their attempts to weaken these
laws. Combining the poor impact assessments and the fact that the plan currently does not meet the legal
requirements this proposal should not continue.
Wetlands contain a disproportionate amount of the soil carbon on our planet. Wetlands are responsible for
storing between 20 and 30 per cent of global soil carbon despite occupying only around 5 and 8 per cent of
the surface of the Earth. Protecting wetlands such as Westernport Bay Ramsar site should be a priority to
prevent the release of vast quantities of carbon pollution to the atmosphere. This is particularly important as
a defense against the impacts of climate change.
It is concerning to see the lack of credible assessments on how noise would affect marine wildlife. AGL
acknowledge in their EES that there have been no baseline studies of the noise in Westernport Bay. They
have also not tested the impact of noise in Westernport Bay itself nor the noise produced by a berthed FSRU.

Even with these manifestly inadequate studies the EES states that underwater sound would elicit behavioural
changes in dolphins and mask the communication of whales in the area. The noise would also deter fish and
other marine animals from foraging nearby which would affect the important ecosystem around Crib Point.
The EES submitted by AGL grossly underestimates the potential for reducing our demand for gas in Victoria.
Victoria could reduce its gas consumption by between 98 and 113 petajoules by 2030 through using existing technology and targeted economic support according to a recent report written by energy consultants
Northmore Gordon. With the right government policies Victoria could meet its energy needs without new
gas including new gas fields or gas import terminals like that proposed by AGL for Westernport Bay. These
measures will lower energy costs for consumers and reduce emissions under most scenarios. This is the case
even when a lot of our electricity is generated by fossil fuels but will become even cheaper and less polluting
as more of our electricity is generated through renewables.
Small marine organisms which make up the foundations of the ecosystem - like plankton and fish eggs would be the most impacted by this proposal. Locally they would be unable to escape being pulled into the
ship intake and being subjected to chlorine levels far above safe levels. The impact is likely to be significant
with nearly half a billion litres of water being drawn into the intakes each day. This enormous quantity of
colder chlorinated water would be dumped back into the Bay and disperse with the current thereby further
affecting marine wildlife., not to mention the toxic sludge generated by this obscene practise, which would
have to be trucked away, adding to the traffic congestion.
AGL has an extremely unsatisfactory past history of irresponsible environmental management and non-compliance with environmental laws; in fact they have shown in recent times to have a blatant disregard for rules,
regulations and the law. They have already begun illegally removing vegetation from the proposed site before
even being given the go ahead. Who will make sure that they comply with any measures deemed necessary
should this project be given the green light. Westernport is too precious to be sullied by this act of vandalism.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment assessment of the Crib Point
gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined above, the impact on our internationally recognised
wetlands and wildlife would be totally unacceptable. There are many other viable, and more suitable, options Victoria can pursue to ensure that we meet our energy needs without exposing the precious wetlands of
Westernport Bay, the unique wildlife which depend on this ecosystem, or the local community to any harm.
Sincerely,
ELIZABETH NOLAN

Submission Cover Sheet
Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee EES

251

Request to be heard?: No - but please email me a
Full Name:

Nicholas Peyton

Organisation:

No

Address of affected property:

Attachment 1:
Attachment 2:
Attachment 3:
Submission:

The EES does not address the risks of the significant increase in heavy shipping that
will result from locating a gas import jetty in Westernport Bay. The Westernport
Bay community, which includes Mornington Peninsula, Phillip Island and French
Island, treasures a pristine environment. The low levels of commercial/industrial
exploitation that Westernport Bay has historically enjoyed, despite being situated so
close to a major city, have secure its recognition as a RAMSAR listed wetland. The
significant increase in heavy commercial shipping traffic in Westernport Bay is not
acceptable for the following reasons: 1. The risks of a disastrous environmental
accident will be greatly increased; and, 2. The reduction in the amenity value of the
region through adverse visual effects of significant shipping traffic in and out of
Westernport Bay. The RAMSAR listed wetlands and the Westernport Bay area in
general are priceless resources for the community including the Melbourne city
region which is located so close. Its environmental value will only increase as other
significant environment areas are over-stressed or lost. Everything must be done to
protect the RAMSAR wetlands and Westernport Bay for future generations. Locating
a gas import jetty in Westernport Bay is neither environmentally safe or an
appropriate project of community benefit to the region.
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My name is GABRIELLE NOLAN and I live in the Westernport Bay area.
I am 83 years old, and I love swimming in the bay – my children and grandchildren all love their beach
holidays with me at my home in Cowes on Phillip Island. I have been a frequent visitor to the area since I was
a little girl, a land owner since the seventies, and a permanent resident over the last four years, making my association for Westernport span over seventy years. My daily walks on the beach have been extremely important to me as I nursed my ailing husband in his last years until his death late last October.
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the opportunity to
make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project.
There are a variety of issues which should deem this proposal unacceptable under its current form and that I
will point to in my submission, but the issue that concerns me most is the adverse impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife.
Natural environments play a crucial role in both the mental and physical health of the communities who
access them. The potential loss of nature and access to green spaces can contribute to mental distress and
environmental grief experienced by communities who place significance on these areas. This can have a
detrimental impact on the long-term mental health of a community. Excessive exposure to noise and light
pollution in areas of recreation or among households can result in loss of sleep and irritability. As well as increased prevalence of anxiety and a lack of ability to focus. The impacts of noise and light pollution can result
in increased prevalence of mental health conditions in a community.
Australia has committed to promote the conservation and wise use of wetlands as a signatory of the Ramsar
Convention on Wetlands of International Importance. This is understood as the maintenance of their ecological character and preventing their degradation. It is inappropriate to build and operate a gas import terminal
in the middle of one of the most precious environments in Victoria and an internationally significant wetland.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into the Bay each day
which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know about how this
cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The impact modelling completed by AGL
is not comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate. Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit
the discharge of wastewater in high conservation value areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State
Environment Protection Policy (Waters). AGL has so far been unsuccessful in their attempts to weaken these
laws. Combining the poor impact assessments and the fact that the plan currently does not meet the legal
requirements this proposal should not continue.
The EES submitted by AGL grossly underestimates the potential for reducing our demand for gas in Victoria.
Victoria could reduce its gas consumption by between 98 and 113 petajoules by 2030 through using existing technology and targeted economic support according to a recent report written by energy consultants
Northmore Gordon. With the right government policies Victoria could meet its energy needs without new
gas including new gas fields or gas import terminals like that proposed by AGL for Westernport Bay. These
measures will lower energy costs for consumers and reduce emissions under most scenarios. This is the case
even when a lot of our electricity is generated by fossil fuels but will become even cheaper and less polluting
as more of our electricity is generated through renewables.
Small marine organisms which make up the foundations of the ecosystem - like plankton and fish eggs would be the most impacted by this proposal. Locally they would be unable to escape being pulled into the
ship intake and being subjected to chlorine levels far above safe levels. The impact is likely to be significant
with nearly half a billion litres of water being drawn into the intakes each day. This enormous quantity of
colder chlorinated water would be dumped back into the Bay and disperse with the current thereby further
affecting marine wildlife.

Wetlands contain a disproportionate amount of the soil carbon on our planet. Wetlands are responsible for
storing between 20 and 30 per cent of global soil carbon despite occupying only around 5 and 8 per cent of
the surface of the Earth. Protecting wetlands such as Westernport Bay Ramsar site should be a priority to
prevent the release of vast quantities of carbon pollution to the atmosphere. This is particularly important as
a defense against the impacts of climate change.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas
import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined above, the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife would be unacceptable. There are many other viable, and more suitable, options Victoria
can pursue to ensure that we meet our energy needs without exposing the precious wetlands of Westernport
Bay, the unique wildlife which depend on this ecosystem, or the local community to any harm.
Sincerely,
GABRIELLE NOLAN
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I am writing to you to express my objection to the proposed AGL Crib Point Gas
Import project. I was a Vet on Phillip Island and did pro bono treatments for the
Koala Conservation Centre, the Penguin Reserve and injured wildlife. I am a regular
boater and visitor to Westernport Bay and I am aghast at the environmental
degradation and destruction this process would produce. Pumping huge volumes of
sea water in and spewing colder chlorinated water back into the bay is a recipe for
disaster. These pristine shores, seas and internationally significant wetlands deserve
preservation not pollution. My family, friends and colleagues are of one mind. We
must stop short-term thinking and make carbon free plans for our children and
grand children. This current pandemic has proved to us that we can conserve and do
with less fossil fuel for the good of our whole society. Now is the time to place
environmental conservation above short-term profit taking. Yours faithfully, Mark
Mackie B.V.Sc.

I am writing to you to express my objection
to the proposed AGL Crib Point Gas Import
project. I was a Vet on Phillip Island and did
pro bono treatments for the Koala
Conservation Centre, the Penguin Reserve
and injured wildlife. I am a regular boater
and visitor to Westernport Bay and I am
aghast at the environmental degradation and
destruction this process would produce.
Pumping huge volumes of sea water in and
spewing colder chlorinated water back into
the bay is a recipe for disaster. These
pristine shores, seas and internationally
significant wetlands deserve preservation not
pollution.
My family, friends and colleagues are of one
mind. We must stop short-term thinking and
make carbon free plans for our children and
grand children. This current pandemic has
proved to us that we can conserve and do
with less fossil fuel for the good of our whole
society. Now is the time to place
environmental conservation above shortterm profit taking.
Yours faithfully,
Mark Mackie B.V.Sc.
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I am writing to express my objection to the proposed Gas Import Jetty Works and
Pipeline works. As I understand it, the nearly 60km proposed pipeline will have a
wide range of impacts on: - native vegetation (which includes endangered
vegetation communities), - threatened species (such as the Southern Brown
Bandicoot and Merran's Sun-orchid), and - Warringine Park, a covenanted Council
reserve of > 100 hectares And then there are the potential marine environmental
impacts associated with having a LNG floating gas facility involving 300-metre long
storage ship (FSRU) at Crib Point, and up to 40 additional ships into Westernport Bay
per year. It is astonishing and unacceptable that the EES fails to directly address
events and threats such as explosions, oil/fuel spills, and marine pest invasions. Not
least because similar events have occurred previously in the region. These include: the Iron Barren spill in the Tamar Estuary in 1995, - the ethane pipeline rupture in
Port Phillip Bay in 2008 - marine pest invasions with permanent alterations of
ecosystems – such as Japanese Kelp or Northern Pacific Sea Stars, which have
devastated swathes of habitat types in Port Phillip Bay already What is the
additional cumulative risk to sensitive marine environments of up to 40 additional
ships traversing Westernport Bay? Has there been a rigorous ecological risk
assessment process to identify, quantify and clearly articulate the costs, benefits and
trade-offs in a transparent manner? I am concerned that for all the types of marine
and wetland impacts that could occur, the EES does not provide enough supporting
evidence for its predictions. In the absence of supporting evidence for its
predictions, is the EES underestimating and/or downplaying major issues, such as
toxicants, oil spills and marine pests? In many cases, no supporting evidence is
provided for the predictions of impact of the project on biodiversity. For example,
the risk of plankton being sucked up into the FSRU intake pipes, the EES says it will
be reduced by making an assumption that plankton would float above the FSRU
intake pipes but what is the substantive basis for this assumption? I am also
concerned about the potential impacts on significant, highly mobile, wide-ranging
marine species such as whales, as peak shipping would coincide with the peak whale
season. Is there robust and detailed baseline data on whale numbers, movements,
usage patterns and requirements within the region to enable the development of
demonstrably effective risk avoidance, minimisation and mitigation of whale strike
by LNG carriers and increased shipping traffic? If not, will such data be acquired, and
will such risk avoidance planning be undertaken?
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Right now, Westernport Bay is a wetland sanctuary for some of Victoria’s most loved
species = VERY IMPORTANT, money can't buy this. Only last week AEMO came out
stating that, as part of its Integrated Systems Plan, new gas won't be needed, so why
are we even considering a new gas project?! The road map says renewable energy
may at times provide nearly 90% of electricity by 2035, the amount of gas-fired
power will fall as pumped hydro and batteries come online and there is no place for
new coal-fired generation. While the government’s push for gas has escalated, the
price of gas has plunged from about $12 a gigajoule to about $4. Analysts have said
future investment will depend on it settling at about $6 – and they have raised
doubt over whether that was likely. Moreover, the gas from this project would be
as dirty as it gets. Fracking is a process which poisons land and water, damages
human health and destroys cultural heritage, and I thought the Victorian
Government ruled this out!!?? It would then be transported long distances to an
export terminal, refrigerated and compressed into a liquid, shipped to Victoria, then
turned back into a gas at Crib Point, and finally pushed through a pipeline to
Pakenham. Each point in this process involves burning more fossil fuels. There’s also
likely to be methane leaking out into the atmosphere, where it has a 20-year
warming effect 56 times greater than carbon dioxide. This project is inconsistent
with the Victorian Government's own Greenhouse Gas Policy. They’ve even made
recent commitments to lead in the transition to a clean energy future, and called for
more national and international action to limit global warming to less than 2
degrees. I strongly oppose this project for the two reasons stated above which quite
frankly, no matter what AGL put in their EES Statement, trump everything: once this
precious environment and ecosystem is damaged and destroyed it will never return.
No amount of money will fix it. AND our own national regulatory body has ruled out
the need for new gas anyhow!

Submission Cover Sheet
Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee EES

256

Request to be heard?: Yes
Full Name:

Melanie Attard

Organisation:
Address of affected property:

Attachment 1:

Melanie_Attard_-

Attachment 2:
Attachment 3:
Submission:

Submission is greater than 500 words, and has been uploaded in the next section

Submission
Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee - to consider and advise on a pipeline license for the Crib
Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project - https://engage.vic.gov.au/crib-point-IAC
Date – 20th August 2020
Name – Melanie Attard
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Frankston North VIC 3200

Dear Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee,
Hello, my name is Melanie Attard. I am an artist, volunteer, local University Professional staff member, small
business operator, nature lover, horticulturalist, home owner, and Frankston resident. I strongly oppose the gas
project proposal on a number of grounds. Thank you for taking the time to hear my submission. This project
threatens everything I hold dear. The community do not want this project to go ahead.
I am a volunteer with 20 years of experience rescuing, rehabilitating, releasing and educating around local native
wildlife. I have seen first-hand the negative impacts of industrialisation, habitat loss, bushfire, pollution, and climate
change on our native animals. We see many native animals breeding out of season as the climate warms, and their
natural food sources subsequently unavailable at the wrong time of year, we see starvation amongst the young as
the parents struggle to find enough food to feed them. We see humans encroaching continually and rapidly into our
last remaining natural green spaces, ecosystem refuges being wiped out by industrialisation. We see Climate Change
induced increasing storm, heat, drought, flood, and bushfire events impacting our wildlife and their habitats. We
have seen heat stress events killing off birds and possums in ever increasing numbers each and every summer.
Ringtail Possums, Brushtail Possums, Rainbow Lorikeets, Eastern Rosellas, Magpies, Kookaburras, Silvergulls, just to
name a few. Native wildlife needs healthy habitats to survive and thrive. We see starving penguins who cannot find
food in turbid polluted overfished waters. We see tangled up seals, pelicans, gulls, gannets, darters and numerous
other species drowning in humans rubbish. The negative impacts of industrialisation, over development, habitat loss,
bushfire, pollution, and climate change, on our native animals is simply unbearable. Species extinction at the hands
of humans is something Australia dreadfully excels at. We see possums, gliders, and birds moving into sheds, roller
doors, wall crevices, ground pits, and building sites, desperate for a tree hollow to sleep or breed in. They are,
unfortunately, often not welcome, pushed along by humans from the highly depleted and modified environments
that they are clinging desperately to for survival. Around 80% of our native animals are dependent on tree hollows to
sleep and/or breed in.
Volunteer Wildlife Rescue Organisations were inundated with hundreds of ringtail possums in one single incident in
Summer 2019 at Somers beach foreshore, Western Port Bay, after a record heat wave. I walked that beach with
numerous other dedicated volunteers for many hours in 40-degree heat searching for survivors. The little dead
bodies piled up. The barely alive possums we found were so dehydrated and desperate, they had lethally drunk sea
water. I picked up one poor little lone ringtail possum sitting soaked, as the sea water lapped across the sand. We
managed to rehabilitate a few of the survivors, who were later released back home into the Western Port Bay
foreshore vegetation they came from, but our wildlife cannot tolerate such adverse conditions year after year.
Mentally and emotionally, the community cannot tolerate such environmental devastation year after year. We saw
the immense outpouring of grief and feelings of helplessness from Australians after the 2019/2020 Black Summer
bushfires. As State Department trained bushfire search and rescue volunteers, we were not allowed in by those
same Government Agencies. An estimated one billion animals perished in Victoria alone, with help only from
civilians breaking the law to enter closed off fire grounds deemed too dangerous to search. Millions of native animals
died terribly slow and painful deaths, suffering from severe trauma, burns, smoke inhalation, heat stress,
dehydration, starvation, and loss of shelter and subsequent predation.

This gas project will harm and destroy our native animals and their habitats. One example is the modifying of the
marine ecosystem with chilled, chlorinated, discharge water that will change the natural ecosystem, it would be
ignorant to suggest that it would not. This will have many devastating flow on effects, including damage to the
sensitive sea grass beds and mangroves, and fish and crustacean breeding grounds being negatively impacted. The
bottom of the food chain will be damaged, resulting in impacts all the way to the top, which include the dolphins,
penguins, seals, sharks, whales, and of course, humans. The world-famous Phillip Island Penguin Parade tourist
attraction, and surrounding businesses, that draw in millions in revenue every year for the economy relies on the
health of Western Port Bay and Bass Straight.
“The Nature Parks tourism operations experienced another consistent year with visitor numbers exceeding one
million tickets sold”
“Our conservation programs on Phillip Island and beyond are research led and our visitor experience programs are
developed to echo key messages for environmental change and inspire action. Our Little penguin, seabird and seal
research programs continue to provide a model of conservation excellence and contribute to our understanding of
key global issues such as climate change impacts and marine food security.”
https://www.penguins.org.au/assets/About/1904-PINP-Annual-Report-2018-19-Online-2.pdf
Oil spills, pollution, fires, explosions, water turbidity, water temperatures and chlorination would pose an
unacceptable risk of impacting these waters. Fire allows ash and toxic fire suppression chemicals to enter our
waterways, making waterways toxic and deadly. We cannot risk all of these amazing and beautiful natural living
things. We do not have that right. I call Western Port Bay home, and I want this home protected for the community,
the environment, the economy, and for future generations to come.
I learned to surf on Western Port Bay. I had one beginners surf lesson with the local East Coast Surf School and was
hooked. That refreshing cool salt water, friendship, the physical challenges, and pure thrill of gliding across the face
of a clear unbroken wave were enough for me. I have chased the days of big ground swells reaching further up the
bay to locations such as Somers and Merricks. I have been delighted by penguins, dolphins, seals and those huge bull
rays’ appearances while immersed in the Bay’s waters. I have been dumped, tipped and tumbled by energetic waves.
Feeling the force of nature is such a wonderful and lively thing. Working up the paddling strength to get out there
and onto waves, and the fitness and flexibility to pop up on a wave. To balance on the board with this moving force
beneath you, trying out turns, learning not to dip the nose of the board, trying tighter turns and falling face first into
the chilly water. Sunrise sessions, paddling out at first light with friends, watching the golden yellow-orange sun rise
up over the horizon as the waves roll in. The water colourful and reflective of the suns glow. Feeling that wave and
adapting to her surges and lulls. Seeing the wild weather changes moving in, dark stormy clouds, rain, wind, seeing
the glassy surface of the water turn in an instant to chop and bump, the waves becoming a tangled mess of white
water. Rain splashing down onto the water all around you. Enjoying the bumpy white-water waves none the less,
appreciating just being out there in this pristine environment. The wintery blistery cold and windy days out there in
the surf, where you feel you could be on another planet, away from the cosy indoor spaces, wild and alive, numb
from cold, but alive with wild feeling and adventure. Getting dumped, holding my breath on the bigger swell days
out at second reef at Point Leo, tucking my head in as I am tumbled along over the reef, at the mercy of that water
that I love so much. This beautfiul Bay that I want protected from any further industrialisation.
I learned to sail at Balnarring Beach in dinghies. Pacer, Laser, Micron, Bic, all fun and thrilling little sail boats to
harness the natural power of the wind, tacking this way and that, reaching, broad reaching, opening up the sails for a
lazy down-winder back towards to beach. Tipping the boat right over and being thrown out while learning how to
tack and jibe, sitting up on the rail, hanging out over the edge of the boat with just water gliding quickly beneath.
Sprays of water causing much excitement and laughter for all on board. Huge grins and cold hands, it’s all part of the
adventure. Enjoying some fun social racing, making good friends, learning new skills. I joined Western Port Yacht
club a few years ago and completed the beginners sailing courses. I have always enjoyed the friendships of likeminded salty sea lovers, a pure earthy natural connection and pleasure.
I have enjoyed years of cooling summer swims with good friends, picnics, foreshore birthday celebrations, long walks
and adventurous beach and trail running around Hastings, Crib Point, Bittern, Somers, Merricks, Balnarring, Pt Leo,

Shoreham and Flinders. Hot chips and potato cakes from the Balnarring fish and chip shop on cooler days, a real
treat after a cold-water surf! Ducking into the local little Op shops for a bargain. We are blessed to have an
abundance of koalas at Coolart Wetlands, a wonderful bushland region to visit and walk. The peaceful hidden gem
that is Jacks Beach at Crib Point, and the boardwalk to Hastings is a gorgeous place to walk or cycle, with intertidal
mangroves and other salt loving vegetation visible off the edge of the boardwalk. A snap shot of the region as it once
was, before European Settlement. Sea Eagles, Magpies, Mud Crabs, Silvergulls, Swamp Harriers, Pacific Gulls,
Herons, Pelicans, Darters, Gannets, Ibis, Fairy Wrens, and Kookaburras, all visible on a quiet wander through the
Warringine Bushland Reserve, one of the best boardwalks I have ever had the pleasure to meander along.
I remember when summer bushfire ripped through the area in 2015, burning nearly 5000 hectares. My Dad and step
mum were at home in Crib Point on evacuation alert, too late to leave, they stayed put. Parts of the Warringine coast
bushland were burned, including that boardwalk, but it was later rebuilt to allow access, whilst protecting the unique
saltmarsh ecosystem, for the continued enjoyment of locals and visitors alike.
I have enjoyed wonderful snorkelling and rock pooling around the reefs. Seeing all sorts of marine life, large leathery
kelp, bright green sea lettuce, knobbly Neptune’s necklace, extravagant sea slugs, big eyed curious spikey puffer fish,
and lovely patterned gliding little rays and skates. I enjoy the clean salty air, green spaces, wetlands, creeks, coastal
habitats and bushlands surrounding Western Port Bay. These beautiful places are places that I call home. The
Eucalypts, Wattle, She-oak, Tea tree, Heath, Lomandra, Dianella, Orchids, Sundews, mosses, lichen, and fungi are all
beautiful. They keep me mentally, physically, and, spiritually well. I would like to keep it all this way. The crabs,
dolphins, seals, penguins, sharks, fish, eels, frogs, butterflies, beetles, birds, possums, gliders, koalas, swamp rats,
and swamp wallabies. I want to know that these places will remain, for our flora and fauna to thrive, and for our kids
to enjoy what we have been blessed to witness, appreciate, and enjoy.

Fancy feet - Australian Coot - Western Port Waterbird
By Melanie Attard 2017

As a local practicing artist, my work reflects a strong connection to and appreciation of the local natural environment
through the mediums of painting, printing, drawing, sculpture, ceramics, and surfboard art. Capturing the light,
movement, mood, and energy of these beautiful places that I call home. I would like to keep it all this way. I simply
want to enjoy the pure waters of places like Western Port Bay, and revel in the abundance of flora and fauna in the
region. I want to know that these places will remain, for our plants and animals to thrive, and for our kids to enjoy
what we have enjoyed, long into the future. I was an exhibiting finalist in the 2013 Yering Station Sculpture Award,
and winner of the 2012 Excellence and Professionalism award in the Visual Arts at Chisholm Institute, winning a
group exhibition at Oak Hill Gallery in Mornington. All of my artworks were inspired by Western Port Bay and her
surrounds. The region is absolutely beautiful, and I carry my connection to this place dearly in my heart.
“Western Port is a rich wonderland of diverse ecosystems and home to species found nowhere else in the world.
Because of its outstanding natural values, in 2002 the United Nations proclaimed the Western Port region a UNESCO
biosphere reserve. It is also listed under the Ramsar Convention as a wetland of international significance.”
Source - https://www.casey.vic.gov.au/facilities-hire/western-port-bay

Image 1 - Mum helping me install at Oak Hill Gallery

Image 2 - Western Port Bay Inspired installation

I strongly oppose the issuing of a license for the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project as we do not
need any more polluting big industry gas projects in the midst of devastating Climate Change. We have alternate
technologies in wind and solar to see us into an economic boom and major jobs creation in sustainable energy
technologies. We have the technology, we just need to see Government and Industry investment and support.
Australia can still be a world leader in sustainable technologies and projects, creating a stronger economy and a
healthier planet for all, now and into the future. We have a global moral obligation to act. Our neighbours in the
South Pacific are losing island land due to sea level rises as we speak. Climate Change refugees are moving around
the region right now. These people need somewhere to go. Does Australia have the infrastructure to accommodate
millions of Climate Change refugees? If we can act now there is still hope. Some of these regions can be spared the
worse of the sea levels rises and extreme weather events. Given Australia’s track record with “Boat People” I hate to
think how our desperate neighbours to the north may be treated if they attempt to reach our shores in desperation
as sea levels rise and their island and coastal towns become inundated and uninhabitable.
I work at Monash University supporting the Faculty of Education - Early Childhood and Primary teaching. I have
witnessed the shift in educating our future teachers and children over the past 15 years towards a very strong focus
on environmental sustainability and addressing the Climate Change Emergency. We teach our future teachers about
climate change and renewable energy sources, we teach them about pollution and waterways, we teach them about
ecology and protecting our natural systems. This is not new knowledge, scientists have been raising the alarm on
carbon emissions since early industrialisation and the rise of humans’ greedy consumption of fossil fuels. Australia
has a global obligation to act.

“Climate Change is the defining issue of our time and we are at a defining moment. From shifting weather patterns
that threaten food production, to rising sea levels that increase the risk of catastrophic flooding, the impacts of
climate change are global in scope and unprecedented in scale. Without drastic action today, adapting to these
impacts in the future will be more difficult and costly.”

“Replacing fossil fuels with renewable energy sources like wind is one of the measures needed to slow down climate
change.”
Source – United Nations -Global Issues – Climate Change
https://www.un.org/en/sections/issues-depth/climate-change/

Nature and Ecology
The internationally listed RAMSAR site is of significance and should be protected and preserved from damaging
processes such as the Western Port Bay - Crib Point gas import jetty and pipeline proposed project….
“In 1982, a large portion of Western Port was designated as a wetland of international importance under the
Convention on Wetlands of International Importance especially as Waterfowl Habitat (Ramsar Convention). The site
occupies approximately 59 950 ha1 Preparing a detailed description of the ecological character of a Ramsar wetland
is critical to maintaining and protecting wetland values and establishes a benchmark at a given point in time from
which change can be assessed and monitoring can be effectively planned and implemented. This report forms an
ecological character description for the Western Port Ramsar site (hereafter referred to as the Ramsar site) at the
time it was listed in 1982. The main objectives of this description are to: and consists of large shallow intertidal areas
dissected by deeper channels, and a narrow strip of adjacent coastal land in some areas. Australia has a number of
obligations pertinent to the management of wetlands of international importance under the Ramsar Convention.
Australia is expected to manage Ramsar wetlands so as to maintain their ecological character, remain informed of
any changes to their character, and notify the Ramsar Secretariat of any changes at the earliest opportunity (DEWHA
2008). The Ramsar site has long been recognised for its diversity of native flora and fauna, particularly for its ability
to support diverse assemblages of waterbirds and wetland vegetation, including seagrass, saltmarsh and mangroves.
Historical and current activities that threaten the character of the site, and are anticipated to continue threatening
the site in the future, including: • historical catchment alterations such as large-scale vegetation clearance,
channelisation and construction of levees • catchment and coastal erosion • deteriorating water quality • shipping •
recreational activities • pest plants and animals • climate change • urban development • grazing • recreational and
commercial fishing.”
-Western Port-RAMSAR Wetland-Ecological Character Description. Australian Government
Department of Sustainability, Environment, Water, Population and Communities

Western Port RAMSAR Site Map (Source – DSE - Western Port-RAMSAR Wetland-Ecological Character Description)
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water each day. They would draw
this water from the Bay and use it to thaw the frozen gas. The water would be chlorinated to destroy all living
material, and cooled by around 7 degrees Celsius before being dumped back into the Bay. Victorian environmental
legislation (SEPP Waters) in its clause 22 prohibits the Environmental Protection Agency from granting to a
corporation a permit to discharge wastewater in high conservation value areas. Westernport Bay is a Ramsar site
and a high conservation value area under Victorian legislation. Because of that, AGL sought to weaken our
environmental laws so that they would be allowed to discharge wastewater. In 2018 AGL made a submission to
modify the SEPP Waters to allow companies to dump wastewater in high conservation value areas and clear the path
for their polling gas import terminal. Thankfully, the EPA rejected AGL’s submission. However, AGL is seeking to
proceed with their project despite existing legislation prohibiting their proposed operation. There is so much we do
not know about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport Bay.

Table 1 Summary of critical components and processes for the Ramsar site in 1982
Element

Summary Description

Wetland
bathymetry
Geomorphology
and
sedimentation

Deepwater coastal inlet.
Extensive intertidal mudflats (270 km2 Geomorphology and sedimentation) intersected by deep channels.
Total sediment load in 1982 40 000 t/a; however, estimates of total sediment input loads following
European settlement have varied between approximately 40 000 and 100 000 t/a.
Coarse and medium sand was concentrated towards the western entrance, encircled by French Island and
along inshore areas and channel margin banks.
Depositional fans were reported near the mouths of river inlets.
Finer sediments deposited on intertidal areas.
72 km2 Flora—mangrove and saltmarsh of seagrass and macroalgae in Western Port in 1983.
31 000 ha of saltmarsh vegetation in 1984.
13 700 ha of mangrove vegetation in 1984.
Near continuous coverage along the western and northern shoreline, and along the northern shoreline of
French Island. Scattered vegetation along the eastern shoreline.
The site supports a number of species of Victorian conservation significance considered critical in
maintaining its character.
White Mangrove (Avicennia marina subsp. australasica) are listed as rare within Victoria and are
characteristic of the mangrove fringe within the site.
Creeping Rush (Juncus revolutus), Marsh Saltbush (Atriplex paludosa subsp. paludosa), and Salt Lawrencia
(Lawrencia spictata) which are characteristic species of saltmarsh vegetation.
115 waterbird species considered critical to the site’s character have been recorded within the Ramsar site.
Total numbers of waders and other non-pelagic waterbirds have exceeded 20,000 in all years of the BOCA
survey (1973 until present).
Typically, these include 10 000 to 15 000 waders, 5000 to 10 000 swans and a few thousand ducks, gulls and
other species.
Nine wader species breed locally in or near the Ramsar site.
The Ramsar site regularly supports more than 1 per cent of the estimated flyway population of five wader
species, and three other non-pelagic waterbird species.
The site supports a number of seabirds, most of which use the site opportunistically.
Small numbers of Little Penguins (Eudyptula minor) and Short-tailed Shearwaters (Puffinus tenuirostris) nest
within the Ramsar site on Barralliar Island and Tortoise Head, respectively.
In addition, thousands of Short-tailed Shearwaters gather in the Ramsar site in autumn before embarking on
their annual pan-Pacific migration: estimates of up to 250,000 birds have been made (Loyn 1978).
The site also supports the following numbers of non-pelagic waterbird species protected by bilateral
agreements: 36 species listed under CAMBA, 38 species listed under JAMBA and 34 species listed under
ROKAMBA.
In 1974, surveys of Western Port benthos reported 19 853 individuals recorded from 14 phyla.

Flora—seagrass
Flora – mangrove
and saltmarsh

Flora—significant
species

Fauna—
waterbirds

Fauna—marine
invertebrates
Fauna—fish

Diverse assemblages of fish species, including a number of commercially significant species, characteristic of
various marine habitats.
Fauna—
Eighteen fauna species of national significance were recorded within the site prior to 1982. Of these the
significant species Orange-bellied Parrot (Neophema chrysogaster) is considered critical in maintaining the site’s character as
saltmarsh vegetation provides important overwintering habitat for the species.
Table extracted from -Western Port-RAMSAR Wetland-Ecological Character Description. Australian Government Department of
Sustainability, Environment, Water, Population and Communities

https://www.environment.gov.au/water/wetlands/publications/western-port-ramsar-wetland-ecological-characterdescription
AGL’s Environment Effect Statement does not properly address the risk of oil spills. Increased ship traffic in
Westernport Bay increases the risk of accidents such as oil spills. AGL’s EES does not include an oil spill modelling/
impact risk assessment. Due to existing operations oil tankers would pass directly by the FSRU (Floating Storage
Regasification Unit). Although it may be uncommon for ships to collide, this risk cannot be simply dismissed. We
have faced oil spills in the past such as the Iron Barron spill in Tasmania and the Ethane pipeline incident in Port
Philip Bay. An oil spill within the internationally important Ramsar wetland of Westernport Bay could be
catastrophic. It is simply not acceptable for a high-impact, low-probability event such as an oil spill to not be fully
addressed in the EES, and I request that AGL investigate this risk and mitigation options in more detail. Given AGL’S
enormous fines for environmental breaches in the past, the community do not entrust them carrying out their dirty
gas business in Western Port Bay. The gas project belongs nowhere in this day and age.

Climate Change
After the Black Summer fires of 2019/2010 (and many other global disasters), is it blatantly clear to me, a majority of
the Australian population, and climate scientists globally, that we are living in the midst of climate change. We are
talking about temperature rises that will destroy our way of life, cause the mass extinction of species globally, cause
sea levels to rise, and cause more frequent and severe floods, droughts, fires and storms. We are also facing food
shortages as food production becomes more and more challenging, and our waterways drying up and desertification
spreading across the land.
Western Port Bay and the surrounding suburbs of the Mornington Peninsula are a beautiful and natural ecological,
residential, recreational, tourism, and small local business haven. Climate Change is real and threatens all of these
things. Climate Change needs to be dealt with as a matter of urgency, the planet is warming, it is scientific fact. It is
also scientific fact that the burning of fossil fuels directly contributes to climate change and global warming. This gas
project will only contribute to more damaging global warming, climate change, species extinction, and a planet that
will become less inhabitable as the climate changes. How can Australia’s largest climate polluter (AGL) possibly be
granted environmental approval for another fossil fuel project? This simply does not make sense. The science is
clear, we need urgent climate action now. Investing in solar and wind power generation is the way forward.
For millions of Australians climate change is not a distant future threat but a dangerous reality right now. In the last
decade we have suffered what might be the worst drought in Australia’s history, ravaging our farmers and pushing
the Murray-Darling river system to its limit. This drought – exacerbated by climate change – also created the dry
conditions that fuelled the devastating bushfires last summer. Lives were lost, rural communities destroyed, and
pristine areas of bush were lost meaning three billion wild animals were killed or displaced. All this has
happened after an average global increase of only 1.1 degree Celsius. Without curbing our emission from fossil fuels,
we are on track for several degrees C of warming by the end of the century. Everything we have lost this summer
cannot be in vain – we need to stop building polluting fossil fuel projects that are driving the climate crisis and
threatening our environment. We don't need new gas. It's time to put the community and the climate first, by
creating jobs in clean energy.

Western Port Wandering - Oil on canvas
By Melanie Attard 2016

United Nations – Global Issues – Climate Change
The Human Fingerprint on Greenhouse Gases
Greenhouse gases occur naturally and are essential to the survival of humans and millions of other living things, by
keeping some of the sun’s warmth from reflecting back into space and making Earth liveable. But after more than a
century and a half of industrialization, deforestation, and large-scale agriculture, quantities of greenhouse gases in
the atmosphere have risen to record levels not seen in three million years. As populations, economies and standards
of living grow, so does the cumulative level of greenhouse gas (GHGs) emissions.
There are some basic well-established scientific links:
•
•
•

The concentration of GHGs in the earth’s atmosphere is directly linked to the average global temperature on
Earth;
The concentration has been rising steadily, and mean global temperatures along with it, since the time of the
Industrial Revolution;
The most abundant GHG, accounting for about two-thirds of GHGs, carbon dioxide (CO2), is largely the
product of burning fossil fuels.

The UN Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC)
The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) was set up by the World Meteorological Organization (WMO)
and United Nations Environment to provide an objective source of scientific information. In 2013 the IPCC provided
more clarity about the role of human activities in climate change when it released its Fifth Assessment Report. It is
categorical in its conclusion: climate change is real and human activities are the main cause.
Fifth Assessment Report
The report provides a comprehensive assessment of sea level rise, and its causes, over the past few decades. It also
estimates cumulative CO2 emissions since pre-industrial times and provides a CO2 budget for future emissions to
limit warming to less than 2°C. About half of this maximum amount was already emitted by 2011. The report found
that:
From 1880 to 2012, the average global temperature increased by 0.85°C.
Oceans have warmed, the amounts of snow and ice have diminished and the sea level has risen. From 1901 to 2010,
the global average sea level rose by 19 cm as oceans expanded due to warming and ice melted. The sea ice extent in
the Arctic has shrunk in every successive decade since 1979, with 1.07 × 106 km² of ice loss per decade.
Given current concentrations and ongoing emissions of greenhouse gases, it is likely that by the end of this century
global mean temperature will continue to rise above the pre-industrial level. The world’s oceans will warm and ice
melt will continue. Average sea level rise is predicted to be 24–30 cm by 2065 and 40–63 cm by 2100 relative to the
reference period of 1986–2005. Most aspects of climate change will persist for many centuries, even if emissions are
stopped.
There is alarming evidence that important tipping points, leading to irreversible changes in major ecosystems and
the planetary climate system, may already have been reached or passed. Ecosystems as diverse as the Amazon
rainforest and the Arctic tundra, may be approaching thresholds of dramatic change through warming and drying.
Mountain glaciers are in alarming retreat and the downstream effects of reduced water supply in the driest months
will have repercussions that transcend generations.
Global Warming of 1.5°C
In October 2018 the IPCC issued a special report on the impacts of global warming of 1.5°C, finding that limiting
global warming to 1.5°C would require rapid, far-reaching and unprecedented changes in all aspects of society. With
clear benefits to people and natural ecosystems, the report found that limiting global warming to 1.5°C compared to
2°C could go hand in hand with ensuring a more sustainable and equitable society. While previous estimates focused

on estimating the damage if average temperatures were to rise by 2°C, this report shows that many of the adverse
impacts of climate change will come at the 1.5°C mark.
The report also highlights a number of climate change impacts that could be avoided by limiting global warming to
1.5ºC compared to 2ºC, or more. For instance, by 2100, global sea level rise would be 10 cm lower with global
warming of 1.5°C compared with 2°C. The likelihood of an Arctic Ocean free of sea ice in summer would be once per
century with global warming of 1.5°C, compared with at least once per decade with 2°C. Coral reefs would decline by
70-90 percent with global warming of 1.5°C, whereas virtually all (> 99 percent) would be lost with 2ºC.
The report finds that limiting global warming to 1.5°C would require “rapid and far-reaching” transitions in land,
energy, industry, buildings, transport, and cities. Global net human-caused emissions of carbon dioxide (CO2) would
need to fall by about 45 percent from 2010 levels by 2030, reaching ‘net zero’ around 2050. This means that any
remaining emissions would need to be balanced by removing CO2 from the air.
Kyoto Protocol
By 1995, countries launched negotiations to strengthen the global response to climate change, and, two years later,
adopted the Kyoto Protocol. The Kyoto Protocol legally binds developed country Parties to emission reduction
targets. The Protocol’s first commitment period started in 2008 and ended in 2012. The second commitment period
began on 1 January 2013 and will end in 2020. There are now 197 Parties to the Convention and 192 Parties to the
Kyoto Protocol.
Paris Agreement
At the 21st Conference of the Parties in Paris in 2015, Parties to the UNFCCC reached a landmark agreement to
combat climate change and to accelerate and intensify the actions and investments needed for a sustainable low
carbon future. The Paris Agreement builds upon the Convention and – for the first time – brings all nations into a
common cause to undertake ambitious efforts to combat climate change and adapt to its effects, with enhanced
support to assist developing countries to do so. As such, it charts a new course in the global climate effort.
The Paris Agreement’s central aim is to strengthen the global response to the threat of climate change by keeping
the global temperature rise this century well below 2 degrees Celsius above pre-industrial levels and to pursue
efforts to limit the temperature increase even further to 1.5 degrees Celsius.
On Earth Day, 22 April 2016, 175 world leaders signed the Paris Agreement at United Nations Headquarters in New
York. This was by far the largest number of countries ever to sign an international agreement on a single day. There
are now 186 countries that have ratified the Paris Agreement.
Source – United Nations – Global Issues – Climate Change
https://www.un.org/en/sections/issues-depth/climate-change/

Victorian Government – Department for Environment, Land, Water, and Planning - Climate Change
“Climate change affects all of us. Acting on it is fundamental for a thriving, resilient state.”
Victorian Government - Climate Science Report 2019
Evidence is the strongest base for decisions about the future
Victoria's changing climate
• Victoria’s climate has changed in recent decades becoming hotter and drier.
• Victoria has experienced an overall increase in the frequency of unusually hot days.
• Victoria has experienced a decline in cool season rainfall over the last 30 years.
• Victoria has experienced a greater number of very high fire danger days in spring.
Victoria's future climate
• Climate models help us to understand our changing climate.
• Victoria is expected to continue to get hotter and drier.
• Victoria is expected to continue to experience longer fire seasons and rising sea levels.
Source - https://www.climatechange.vic.gov.au/

Infographics and information source - https://www.climatechange.vic.gov.au/climate-science-report-2019

Climate Emergency Declarations
“Local Government Councils around the world have declared a climate emergency, and are lobbying and taking direct
action. Around the world people are calling on their elected leaders to declare a climate emergency and initiate a
society-wide mobilisation. As at 5th August 2020, Climate Emergency Declarations have been made by elected leaders
in 1,759 jurisdictions and local governments, covering 820 million citizens globally.”
Source - https://climateemergencydeclaration.org/
“On 13 August 2019, the Mornington Peninsula Shire Council unanimously declared a Climate Emergency, calling for
immediate and urgent action to reverse global warming.”
Source – Mornington Peninsula Shire Council
https://www.mornpen.vic.gov.au/Your-Property/Environment/Climate-Change/Climate-Emergency
“Council has declared a climate emergency and is currently working with the community to develop the Climate
Change Action Plan. The Plan will guide the community towards net-zero emissions while facilitating climate
adaptation and urban resilience over the next 10 years.”
Source – Bass Coast Shire Council
https://www.basscoast.vic.gov.au/services/environment/climate-change-taking-action
“Cardinia Shire Council resolved at its Council meeting this week to declare a climate emergency, joining more than
800 other local governments across the globe to have made the declaration. In line with the Municipal Association of
Victoria State Council and the Australian Local Government Association National General Assembly, Cardinia Shire
Council resolved last night to declare a climate emergency, joining more than 800 other local governments across the
globe to have made the declaration. A climate emergency is a call for immediate and urgent action to reverse global
warming and address climate change.”
Source – Cardinia Shire Council
https://www.cardinia.vic.gov.au/news/article/412/one_of_800_councils_worldwide_to_declare_climate_emergenc
y
“Thunderous applause was heard from the gallery at last night’s Frankston City Council Ordinary Meeting, as
Councillors united to unanimously carry a Motion to declare a climate emergency.
Scores of community members turned out to hear Council’s verdict on the Motion put forward by Mayor Councillor
Sandra Mayer, with many making public submissions urging Council to take action.
Source – Frankston City Council
https://www.frankston.vic.gov.au/Your_Council/Media_and_Publications/Latest_News/Council_stands_united_on_
climate_emergency
SECCCA - The South East Councils Climate Change Alliance
“SECCCA Is a collaboration of nine councils in Victoria’s south-east making a regional response to climate change. We
carry out projects in greenhouse gas abatement, in sequestration and in adaption on behalf of our Council members.
The Western Port region will not be immune to climate changes. As detailed in the Climate Change Impacts in
Western Port document, climate change has the potential to impact on a wide range of activities, services and
systems in Western Port, cutting across natural, social and economic domains. Given the long lead time of many
planning and investment decisions and projections on future on-going climate change, the Western Port community
needs to identify potential risks and opportunities from climate change now.”
Source – The South East Councils Climate Change Alliance
http://www.seccca.org.au/
http://www.seccca.org.au/project/adapting-to-the-impacts-of-climate-change-in-the-western-port-region/

“Global warming and climate change poses a significant challenge to all of us.
We're working with other councils in the region through the South East Councils Climate Change Alliance (SECCA) to
understand the major impacts of climate change and global warming, and how we can prepare for them.”
Source – City of Casey
https://www.casey.vic.gov.au/climate-change-casey

“Visiting Western Port - There is so much to do and see at Western Port. Whether it's discovering the history,
activities in the water or discovering more about the unique environment at the bay.
Western Port is a unique area that has many outstanding natural features.
Find out what we're doing to protect these areas for future generations, and how you can help.
There are plenty of activities for the whole family at Western Port: water activities, including boating, fishing and
swimming, marine national parks, aboriginal history and landmarks, historic villages and town”
Image (Oystercatcher with chick) and text source City of Casey - https://www.casey.vic.gov.au/facilitieshire/western-port-bay

Metropolitan Municipalities Map
https://www.mav.asn.au/__data/assets/image/0015/4434/metropolitan-municipalities-map.jpg

Ethics, Society and Culture
What future do our kids currently face? What right do we have to take from our planet and knowingly destroy our
kids’ futures? This climate emergency mess needs to be cleaned up, and one of the major shifts we must see is an
immediate move from fossil fuels, towards clean energy (solar and wind) to halt global warming, and prevent
uncontrollable and catastrophic temperature rises. We have the technology and the community support, we just
need the investment and government and industry support to see this through. Western Port Bay holds great
cultural significant to the Indigenous Bunurong (Boonerwrung) peoples, we have an obligation to heal cultural
relationships and preserve natural ecosystems, all in recognition of Aboriginal Law. Cultural burning and other land
management practices need to be learned and shared. We do not need damaging gas projects that are disrespectful
and damaging to culture and land.
This gas project threatens everything I hold dear. If this project was to go ahead, it would be like kicking the planet in
the face as she is dying, and desperately crying out for our help. And just as disturbing, we depend on a healthy
planet for our own survival. If this project was approved, we would also be kicking ourselves, our kids, and our
families, in the face.
Our history, culture and society are based around nature and natural places. Locals and visitors have a right to enjoy
the peaceful Woolley’s Beach Reserve, Jacks Beach Reserve, Warringine Park, Western Port Coastal Reserve, North
Western Port Nature Conservation Reserve, and, French Island National Park. To risk damaging these significant
places would be a huge mistake.
UNESCO – The Ethical Principles of Climate Change
Climate change not only threatens our ecosystems, it undermines the foundation of our fundamental rights,
deepens inequalities and creates new forms of injustice. Adapting to climate change and trying to mitigate its
impacts are not just a matter of scientific knowledge and political will; it also demands a broader view of a complex
situation.
In order to help Member States and other stakeholders to make appropriate decisions and implement effective
policies for sustainable development, adaptation to climate change and the mitigation of its negative effects,
UNESCO adopted a Declaration of Ethical Principles in relation to Climate Change in November 2017.
Ethics constitute the substantial core of any commitment. As a mobilizing force, ethics can steer action, facilitate
arbitration, resolve conflicting interests, and establish priorities. Ethics have the capacity to connect theory with
practice, general principles with political will, and global awareness with local actions.
The Declaration adopted by UNESCO is based on six ethical principles:
•

Prevention of harm: To better anticipate the consequences of climate change and implement responsible and
effective policies to mitigate and adapt to climate change, including through low greenhouse gas emissions
development and initiatives to foster climate resilience.

•

Precautionary approach: Do not postpone the adoption of measures to prevent or mitigate the adverse effects of
climate change on the grounds of a lack of definitive scientific evidence.

•

Equity and justice: Respond to climate change in a way that benefits all, in a spirit of justice and equity. Allow those
who are unjustly affected by climate change (due to insufficient measures or inadequate policies) to access judicial
and administrative proceedings, including redress and remedy.

•

Sustainable development: Adopt new paths for development that make it possible to sustainably preserve our
ecosystems, while building a more just and responsible society that is more resilient to climate change. Special
attention must be paid to areas where the humanitarian consequences of climate change can be dramatic, such as
food, energy, water insecurity, the oceans, desertification, land degradation and natural disasters.

•

•

Solidarity: Support, individually and collectively, the people and groups most vulnerable to climate change and
natural disasters, particularly in the Least Developed Countries (LDCs) and Small Island Developing States (SIDS).
Strengthen timely co-operative action in various areas, including technology development and transfer, knowledgesharing and capacity-building.
Scientific knowledge and integrity in decision-making: Strengthen the interface between science and policy to
optimally aid decision-making and the implementation of relevant long-term strategies, including risk prediction.
Promote the independence of science and widely disseminate its findings to as many people as possible, for the
benefit of all.
UNESCO has long-standing experience in environmental ethics, supported by the World Commission on the Ethics of
Scientific Knowledge and Technology (COMEST), created in 1998. As an advisory body and a forum for reflection,
COMEST has published a series of reports over the past decade, that have helped to inform public debate. Its 2015
report served as the basis for the Declaration of Ethical Principles in relation to Climate Change.
Source - https://en.unesco.org/news/ethical-principles-climate-change

Young boy playing in the clean waters of Western Port Bay
Photo by Melanie Attard 2019

Residential
People live here in the peaceful region of Crib Point and Surrounding Western Port Bay Suburbs. I have family and
friends who live in and around Crib Point, Balnarring, Somers, Bittern, Shoreham, and Flinders. They purchased
homes here to live in peace and safety with their families, and to escape overly developed and industrialised areas.
My Dad and step mum live in Crib Point, it’s the home where they have retired, their sanctuary. They deserve to live
in peace in the quiet suburb they chose, not inundated with huge polluting and dangerous industrial development.
An eye sore for the local residents, and a potential ticking time bomb for life threatening disasters such as fires,
explosions, oil spills, and increased noise/air/light and visual pollution.
The risks include people coming into contact with toxic hydrocarbons which may leak from the facility, as well as
increased risk of accidental fire and explosion (noted in EES Technical Report K). The nearest homes to the import
facility are about 1.5 kms away, and Woolley’s Beach – popular with locals and visitors – is within a stone’s throw
from the site. The stress of this development for local residents is a major wellbeing and mental health hazard. The
community have spoken, many times, at public events, demonstrations, paddle outs, petitions, market stalls,
petitions, letters, emails, and community meetings. We do not understand why we are being ignored. The stress and
exhaustion to the residents from the repeated attacks on the natural values of Western Port Bay is totally
unacceptable and unethical for Government and Industry to repeatedly pursue. During this approval process, the
short submission time frame and massive 11,000-page documents are aimed at preventing the community from
being heard. Its about time the community are listened to and respected. We are the residents, community,
customers, tax payers, and, voters. We have a right to be heard fairly, and our wishes respected.

Western Port Bay – low tide - Oil on canvas
By Melanie Attard 2016

Recreation and Wellbeing
I love Western Port Bay and her surrounding environments and towns. I enjoy the waters for swimming, surfing,
kayaking, snorkelling, sailing, rock pooling, art inspiration, and bird watching, as do many other locals and visitors
alike. I am a local artist, painting landscapes and seascapes of my much-loved locations around Western Port Bay. I
visit to walk along the beach, do some shopping, buy some food, supporting sustainable and ethical local business,
and enjoying healthy recreational activities. The massive floating gas terminal would certainly be an eyesore for
residents and tourists. I think it would be extremely damaging to mental and physical wellbeing to put at risk the
health of this region with a huge polluting dirty gas project, which is unnecessary and unwelcome in the community.
The health and wellbeing of the community must be taken into consideration here. This project does not belong in
Western Port Bay, a significant and wonderful natural setting. Would you want this massive and dangerous tanker in
your backyard? I would think probably not. Climate Grief is real and it is happening now, all around the world as we
mourn the increasing loss of our green spaces, healthy waterways and wildlife, as they disappear forever into
extinction.
“Climate grief comes in many forms. There is the bereavement-like grief and trauma when a climate changeenhanced “natural disaster” hits you or your close ones. Think of Australia after the catastrophic Black Summer fires.
Then there is transitional grief: a growing awareness that things are changing, and feelings of grief and sadness
because of the many losses involved. The range of things (and creatures) that people mourn for is wide: loss of
human, animal and plant life, but also loss of identities, beliefs, and lifestyles.”
Source - https://www.bbc.com/future/article/20200402-climate-grief-mourning-loss-due-to-climate-change
Locally, we feel the same grief and trauma, we do not want this gas project that will put at great and unacceptable
risk the natural values of the region, this wonderful Ramsar wetland site, the migratory birds, the whales, all of the
flora and fauna and the beautiful natural spaces we call home and that we visit for peace and renewal in an
increasingly busy and technological world.

Celebrating my 44th birthday with friends on the foreshore of Western Port Bay - 2019

Western Port “Fish”
My handmade 6’7” surfboard - hand painted Western Port marine life inspired artwork 2016

Local Business
Thousands of livelihoods depend on a clean bay and surrounding ecosystems to operate a variety of businesses
including holiday accommodation, cafes, retail outlets, wineries, ecotourism operations, and market gardens. To
approve this huge dirty gas project would put the livelihoods, businesses, and careers of many thousands of people
at risk. This project risks the healthy economy of the region, it negatively effects local hard-working families. Ever
since Peninsula Link Freeway opened up, I have seen masses of tourists flocking to the Mornington Peninsula. Towns
like Merricks, Somers, Balnarring, Hastings, Crib Point, and Stoney Point becoming popular tourist destinations, an
easy day trip for visitors from Melbourne and beyond. A lovely destination to enjoy the stunning pristine Western
Port Bay beaches, rocky reefs for safe rock pooling and swimming with the kids, and shopping at the many local
cafes, deli’s, take away food, and retail outlets. I can’t imagine the Western Port Bay side of the Mornington
Peninsula being as attractive to tourists with a huge ugly floating gas terminal moored at Crib Point. The threat of
damage, disaster and pollution unbearable. Also, a statement to the people of Victoria from the State Government
and big business that renewable energy is not something they really care about, and that it is OK to destroy what we
have left of our coastal and marine environments around here. Hypocrisy from the Victorian Government who
commissioned the Climate Science Report 2019.
“Ecotourism is ecologically sustainable tourism with a primary focus on experiencing natural areas that fosters
environmental and cultural understanding, appreciation and conservation.”
Source – Ecotourism Australia https://www.ecotourism.org.au/
Approving this gas project puts at risk the regions natural economic assets and local livelihoods. The visual pollution
of the floating gas terminal in the Bay alone is detrimental to the region, let alone risks of water/air/sound/light
pollution, fire, explosion, and, oil/chemical spills.

The Bay and her moods - oil on canvas
By Melanie Attard 2015

Economics
“With the plummeting costs of renewables and energy storage, fossil fuel projects are not only a threat to our
environment but also bad business. Instead of investing in soon-to-be stranded assets, corporations like AGL should
be investing more in renewables and supporting consumers to move away from gas. It makes business sense to invest
in clean energy projects, create thousands and thousands of local jobs, create a strong post COVID19 recovery plan
that does not contribute to climate change. Further, AGL expects the reader to be concerned about the inability of
industrial gas users to survive with gas prices that are two to three times higher than historical prices while at the
same time promising to import gas at around $10-11/GJ. AGL gas would also be in the same range of two to three
times higher than historical gas prices, making no difference for industrial gas users that developed business models
reliant on abundant and cheap gas.”
Source – Environment Victoria https://environmentvictoria.org.au/
One example of economic opportunity and ecotourism is birdwatching. Birdwatching is good business. Victoria's
natural wetlands and nature reserves should provide an opportunity for bird enthusiasts to add some much-needed
boosts to flagging tourist economies. Tourism Australia's national visitor survey remarkably shows there were
greater numbers who travelled for bird watching purposes as visited the Great Barrier Reef. The statistics indicate
886,000 domestic tourists went bird watching in 2019, many including overnight stays in their itineraries.
“Bird watching is big business, worth billions overseas and seeing almost one million take flight in 2019.
Tourism Australia's national visitor survey, to the year ending 2019, has for the first time included bird watching as
part of its data.”
https://www.thecourier.com.au/story/6837543/the-big-business-of-bird-watching-is-taking-flight/?cs=62
This is just another example of how important bird life can be to an economy. The number of domestic bird watching
tourists presents a huge opportunity to Western Port Bay, which is blessed with stunning native waterbirds, many
unique to our country and our region. When COVID-19 restrictions ease, our regional economies will particularly
welcome tourism. We need to focus on a sustainable economic recovery and we can see this as an opportunity for
change and growth. The old industrial ways of overconsuming and destruction, to our peril, need to end. There is
little if any infrastructure needed to attract a steady portion of the bird watching community. The assets are already
here. Western Port Bay is incredibly blessed by the variety of birdlife we have. In the United States, bird watching is a
$41 billion industry.
There are also the many other business opportunities in the region to consider including surfing, fishing, diving,
snorkelling, kayaking, stand up paddle boarding, swimming, hiking, sailing, dolphin cruises, and whale watching. The
approval of this unnecessary gas project will put all of these activities (and more) at risk, an unacceptable risk that
the community is not willing to take. Irreversible damage to the Western Port Bay environment is not acceptable.
Pumping chilled water and chlorine from the gas tanker back into Western Port Bay is a process that will cause
changes to the natural ecosystem. The risk of ship bilge water introducing even more damaging pests into our bay,
oil spills and shipping collisions, pollution, explosions and fires are all unacceptable. All of these risks will negatively
impact the environment, climate, residents, tourism, business, and community wellbeing. This gas project would
actually create less jobs than it puts at risk.

Surfers and Stand Up Paddle boarders enjoying Western Port Bay
Photo by Melanie Attard 2019

Gas Markets
“With the right government policies, Victoria could meet its energy needs without new gas, meaning that we do not
need new gas fields, nor gas import terminals like the proposal for Westernport Bay. Also, if we support energy
efficiency improvements in homes and businesses, and switch appliances from using gas to electricity, we will lower
energy costs for consumers and reduce emissions under most scenarios. This is true even when much of our electricity
is generated by fossil fuels, but will get even better as more of our electricity is generated through renewables.”
Source – Environment Victoria https://environmentvictoria.org.au/
I recently upgraded the heating in my home after I found out my gas heater was emitting deadly carbon monoxide
into my home. I did some research, ditched the idea of going with inefficient gas appliances, and chose a heat pump
split system inverter air conditioner. I also have a grid connected solar power system at home (and it’s a tiny 1kwh!)
and my bills are cheaper than they ever were, and my house more comfortable. As my remaining gas appliances age
and deteriorate I will definitely be replacing them with electric appliances.
Prior to 2015, Australia’s eastern seaboard gas market saw gas prices at around $5 per gigajoule (GJ). As soon as
Australia started exporting LNG from Queensland, domestic gas prices increased to as much as $20/GJ. As AGL points
out current prices have fallen back to $8-$12/GJ on the east coast (still a doubling of pre-export prices), though
prices are $5-$6/GJ in Western Australia where there is a domestic gas reservation policy – essentially that a
proportion of gas produced there must be reserved for use there. Several energy market analysts such as Macquarie
Wealth Management have repeatedly maintained that: “Any LNG import terminal will not lower prices in the
southern states.” This is because any imported gas will have to be purchased in the international market at
international prices. There are also additional costs of liquefying, shipping, port infrastructure and the gas terminal
ship (or Floating Storage and Regasification Unit, FSRU) itself. It makes no sense to approve a project that is
economically flawed, along with all of the other problems associated with the proposal. The electricity generation
sector will play a key role in the transition away from fossil fuels. According to the Australian Energy Market
Operator (AEMO) and CSIRO, renewables have become the cheapest alternative for new power production.
Approving this gas project would be a totally out of touch move. We need to move forward, encourage and support
renewable energy projects, and put an end to these outdated, destructive, and expensive gas projects.
Gas is highly polluting, and new research from Australia’s Energy Market Operator (AEMO) shows that Australia does
not need any new gas to transition to renewable energy. That’s why we need to back win-win policy solutions, like
renewable energy zones and a clean jobs plan - all over the country.

The future is in renewables
Image - Vidar Nordli-Mathisen - The wind farm “Los Granujales” in the South of Spain (Vejer de la Frontera, Cádiz).
Source – United Nations -Global Issues – Climate Change
https://www.un.org/en/sections/issues-depth/climate-change/

Conclusion
Thank you for taking the time to read my submission. It’s a plea for common sense, for doing the right thing. I urge
you to dump this gas project, and look towards a more sustainable future, a more fair and impartial future…. for all.

Enjoying big swell - surfing on Western Port Bay - 2016

Enjoying the view – Clear waters of Western Port Bay - 2016

Me, feeling at home on the beautiful clean Western Port Bay foreshore – 2013
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This is another short term solution to our nations energy requirements at the
expense of our environment. AGL ‘s energy portfolio needs to be balanced much
more heavily with renewables.
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I am a teacher, writer and parent of three and I am deeply concerned about the
state of the planet we are leaving future generations. My main objection to AGL’s
Western Port Gas terminal proposal is its significant contribution to CO2e emissions
into the future. How can this be justified when the Victorian Government has
committed to net zero carbon by 2050? I strongly believe governments need to plan
better over a much longer term timeframe and to pull support from industries that
are increasing and perpetuating emissions instead of driving them down. The
effects of global warming on Australia are already evident. The catastrophic
bushfires of last summer and the record temperatures and droughts Australia has
sustained in the last decade have alerted me to the folly of any new fossil fuel
projects in Australia when renewables offer a clear advantage. Australia cannot
afford to get any hotter or drier. The world needs to reduce carbon emissions, which
means every country needs to contribute. If we are to meet our Paris agreement
obligations and get to zero net carbon by 2050 there cannot be any commitment to
new gas, and existing gas needs to be phased out. Gas is a fossil fuel. It is not a
“bridging fuel” to lower carbon emissions. It emits roughly half the co2e of coal
when burnt for energy and because gas is essentially methane it is worse than coal
over a 20 year period. On top of this, emissions from gas extraction and production
in Australia are increasing Australia’s emissions overall. Importing gas to Victoria
from, elsewhere in Australia or from overseas, makes no sense either as this may be
as bad for emissions as coal. Instead AGL should be investing more in renewables
and renewable infrastructure. Instead of promoting a “gas-fired” economic recovery
governments should be promoting future technologies that will bring emissions
down. The federal and state governments should be providing assistance and
incentives to encourage both domestic and industrial consumers to transition away
from gas.
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what we have here in Westernport bay is an incredible, unique, beautiful, natural
ecosystem and habitat to so many native and endangered species. how can you
allow them to be destroyed in the name of making money? this proposal simply
cannot be allowed to go ahead. one or two assholes make a tonne of money and in
return we destroy a RARE pristine piece of natural beauty that we have right here
for all to enjoy and share. as humans our role is to protect the land that we live
upon, and that provides for us. once the sea is all gas and the land is all concrete
what will those millions really be worth? our water and air will turn to poison. this
proposal for a pipeline and gas import jetty absolutely must not be allowed to go
ahead! the impacts will be severe and grave to the future of so many species that
live here and to even the future of humanity. for if we destroy our earth, our
home... what are we then?

