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My name is Imogen Koh and I visit Westernport Bay often.
I have been going to stay at my grandparents’ beach house in Silverleaves, Phillip
Island every summer since I was born 21 years ago. The beautiful island water is the
setting of my precious childhood memories and hopefully those of my future kids.
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning
for the opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib
Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which
should deem this proposal unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to
in my submission but the issue that concerns me most is the impact on our
internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife.
Natural environments play a crucial role in both the mental and physical health of the
communities who access them. The potential loss of nature and access to green
spaces can contribute to mental distress and environmental grief experienced by
communities who place significance on these areas. This can detrimentally impact
on the long-term mental health of a community. Excessive exposure to noise and
light pollution in areas of recreation or among households can result in loss of sleep
and irritability. As well as increased prevalence of anxiety and a lack of ability to
focus. The impacts of noise and light pollution can result in increased prevalence of
mental health conditions in a community.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People
come to see the little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right
whales as well as other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation
of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and
Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of the area and be inconsistent with
the perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip
Island as a popular tourist destination.
Recent research has shown that wetlands have the potential to capture and store
large amounts of carbon for hundreds of years. Wetlands should be protected and
enhanced for their role in the fight against climate change rather than being subject
to potentially damaging projects like this gas import terminal proposed by AGL. In
Victoria we have already bulldozed or drained most of our freshwater wetlands which
has contributed to the loss of approximately 35 per cent of wetlands worldwide
between 1970-2015. We cannot afford to lose any more as we face the climate
crisis.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated
water into the Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife.
There is so much we do not know about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will
affect marine life in Westernport. The impact modelling completed by AGL is not
comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate. Furthermore, current
Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high conservation value areas
like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State Environment Protection Policy
(Waters). AGL has so far been unsuccessful in their attempts to weaken these laws.
Combining the poor impact assessments and the fact that the plan currently does not
meet the legal requirements this proposal should not continue.

Millions of Australians consider climate change not to be a threat in the distant future
but a dangerous reality we face right now. We are on track for several degrees
Celsius of warming by the end of the century if we do not curb our emissions from
fossil fuels. The plummeting costs of renewables and energy storage has rendered
fossil fuel projects not only a threat to our environment but also bad business.
Corporations like AGL should be investing more in renewables and supporting
consumers to move away from gas instead of investing in soon-to-be stranded
assets. This proposal to build a gas import terminal is not consistent with what we
need to do to create a safe climate.
Large ships like LNG tankers have been recorded as having hit whales and other
marine mammals. The EES has grossly underreported the chance of whale strike at
1-in-2500 per year. Using their own figures the actual calculated risk is 1-in-326. This
means a 1-in-16 chance over the proposed 20-year lifespan. It is likely that these
numbers are conservative because the number of whales observed with injuries
consistent with ship strike is higher than the number of strikes reported by shipping
operators. The conclusion that a ship strike would have a low consequence to the
visiting Southern Right whale population is inconsistent with the Conservation
Management Plan for Southern Right whales.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment
assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined
above, the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife would be
unacceptable. There are many other viable, and more suitable, options Victoria can
pursue to ensure that we meet our energy needs without exposing the precious
wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique wildlife which depend on this ecosystem, or
the local community to any harm.
Sincerely,
Imogen Koh
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Submission to Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee
Introduction
I would like to make a personal submission to the committee.
I have been concerned about environmental issues since the early seventies and
particularly in more recent times the urgent issue of human induced climate
change. With a background in Physics and Information Technology I know that
we live in a finite world with limited resources. I am extremely worried about
the world that younger generations will inherit - although increasingly we are all
seeing effects within our own lifetimes. As a result I have made submissions to a
number of enquiries on related issues during 2020.
Growing up in Melbourne means Westernport has always been part of my life.
As I had family living in Mornington and later a holiday house at Sorrento, that
meant regular visits to walk and climb at Cape Schanck and all the beaches along
the western shore of Westernport. Visits to Phillip Island were not as frequent,
but I remember with gratitude the holiday I had there over Easter 2015, as it was
the last trip I was able to take with my husband, who died shortly afterwards.
Working at Melbourne Water in Information Technology for almost thirty years I
was part of their culture of custodianship for the Ramsar wetlands sites at
Edithvale and within Western Treatment Plant and visited both. For a while I
helped support the webcam located at Lake Borrie and became aware of the
large numbers of dedicated birdwatchers who visited and watched at a distance.
All of the sites along the East Asian-Australasian Flyway are vital links in the
lives of many hundreds of bird species.

Current Crises and Responses
The science on human induced climate change has been clear for years but
unfortunately politics and the vested interests of the fossil fuel industry mean
that the situation especially in Australia has been portrayed as a conflict between
economics and the environment. Whatever truth this had in the past it is no
longer a distinction that should be accepted. Without an environment we cannot
continue to have an economy. The renewable alternatives to fossil fuels have
been known for a long time and in recent years costs have dropped dramatically
making them cheaper as well as better for the planet.
Since March this year the urgency of the Covid pandemic has overshadowed the
climate crisis in the public mind. However the reality remains that it is a greater
threat, which has been impacting both health and livelihoods of large numbers of
Australians for some years now. Our Black Summer has only been the most
dramatic demonstration.

1

Like many others I believe that our society has been given an opportunity to
build back better as we recover from the dramatic economic impacts of the
Covid-19 pandemic.
The massive economic stimulus required is an ideal opportunity to design and
fund the significant transition that must be made across all sectors of our society
and economy to mitigate climate change, in line with Australia’s commitment
under the Paris Agreement to keep global temperature rise below 1.5 degrees
Celsius.
The 2018 IPCC report1 states that we must halve our greenhouse emissions by
2030 to have only 67% change of not increasing global temperatures by more
than 1.5 degrees Celsius.
Increasing usage of gas in Australia is incompatible with our remaining carbon
budget to keep temperatures below 1.5 degrees of warming. Research by the
Australian Conservation Foundation has shown that
There is no carbon budget left for the kind of transition that proponents
of burning more gas reference. The climate pollution released when gas
is burned for fuel combined with the methane released in multiple stages
of gas extraction and distribution processes mean gas is a dangerous
fossil fuel that cannot be supported in the name of climate action. 2
If we don’t urgently address the decarbonisation of our society the Climate Crisis
will continue to grow and the impacts will soon be even more catastrophic for
our way of life than the pandemic has been.

Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline
With this background it is hard to see any valid reason to approve the proposed
AGL gas import terminal at Crib Point.
The stated reason for the project is to ‘meet a projected gas supply shortfall and
improve gas supply certainty from 2024 onwards.’ Now planning for the future is
wise but we must also consider the true requirement and the best way to
address them.
The AGL EES states in addition
Importantly, the Project would also assist in Victoria’s transition to a lowcarbon economy and provide the foundation for ensuring that energy security
is maintained and keeps pace with a growing and changing Victoria.
Liquefied natural gas (LNG) imports offers a flexible option of short-term and
long-term energy supply that would provide customers with a secure, stable
source of energy supply as the energy sector becomes decarbonised and
Summary for Policymakers of IPCC Special Report on Global Warming of 1.5°C approved by
governments
2 https://www.acf.org.au/gaslighting australia
1
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transitions to more renewables.
This claim is not backed up by any independent expert assessment contained in
the EES technical reports.
Furthermore no information has been provided about how the Project responds
to State Government legislation related to climate change.

Gas Pricing and Shortages
The current gas prices in Eastern Australia mean that it is not currently
affordable for many and the situation is getting less worse. Gas users are being
told high gas prices are linked to a shortage of gas in the Eastern States and many
presume that reimporting gas will address that and bring the prices down again.
However prices will continue to be linked to global prices so when the increased
cost due to the transport and regasification process are included this project is
most unlikely to provide cheaper gas to local customers. Recent reports from the
ACCC have also noted that even when global gas prices drop this is not passed on
to Australian consumers. 3
Looking more closely at the consumption patterns for gas in Victoria shows that
the true requirement is not for gas but rather for affordable heating of homes
and a range of industrial processes. 4
The most effective way to deal with any future shortage of gas for these purposes
is to introduce policies that preference changeover to electricity with energy
efficiency and decrease our usage. We must properly insulate our houses and
increase the effectiveness of our heating and appliances. Research
commissioned by Environment Victoria from Northmoore Gordon has shown
that demand in the state of Victoria could be very significantly reduced by 2030
using existing technology and targeted economic support. 5
This means that with the right government policies, Victoria could meet its
energy needs without new gas, meaning that we do not need new gas fields, nor
gas import terminals like this proposal for Westernport Bay.
As an additional benefit the works to do this form part of many recently released
strategies to address the economic recovery from the Covid pandemic.
The surprise is that AGL is still pursuing this part of its gas business when other
major companies such as Shell and Chevron are writing down or selling their gas
assets. 6
https://www.accc.gov.au/media-release/domestic-gas-users-paying-too-much
https://reneweconomy.com.au/victoria-must-do-something-about-gas-but-there-are-smarteroptions-than-digging-for-more-57312/
5 https://environmentvictoria.org.au/2020/06/03/victorian-gas-market-demand-sidemeasures-to-avoid-forecast-supply-shortfall/
6 https://www.thesaturdaypaper.com.au/news/politics/2020/08/22/hopes-gas-boomfizzle/159801840010304?utm medium=email?cb=1598328778
3
4
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This gas import jetty project runs a serious risk of becoming a stranded asset.

An Effective and Just Transition
Reimporting LNG possibly ‘sounded like a good idea ‘ some years ago when ‘gas
causes lower greenhouse gas emissions than coal’ was the mantra.
This is now out of date because there are much better estimates of the true levels
of fugitive emissions including methane from the gas production cycle AND we
know the peaking gas plants which would be used to ‘firm’ a more renewables
based power generation grid are lower efficiency.
The ‘transition fuel’ argument is faulty on multiple fronts. IEEFA analysis
shows gas has become an uncompetitive fuel source for power generation
in Australia. Renewable energy is outstripping coal and gas because of
simple economics – i.e., renewable energy is cheaper.
New generation capacity in Australia has been dominated by renewable
energy for this reason (see AEMO summary chart below).

Source: AEMO 7
The ‘transition fuel’ case is out of date and dangerous in a world that is
now tracking rapidly toward 3.4 degrees of heating. 8
We know from the most recent IPCC report that the time for transition to a low
carbon economy is running out. Considering LNG as a long-term energy option
as this project does is irresponsible in that context. It is an extremely energy
intensive process INCREASINGLY, GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS ARISING FROM NATURAL
GAS AND LIQUEFIED NATURAL GAS (LNG) ARE BEING
https://aemo.com.au/en/energy-systems/electricity/national-electricity-market-nem/nemforecasting-and-planning/forecasting-and-planning-data/generation-information
8 https://www.acf.org.au/gaslighting australia
7
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QUESTIONED. There are two reasons for this. Firstly, LNG is an extremely
energy-intensive process as the gas needs to be super cooled to -162°C for
shipping, and secondly, fugitive methane emissions in the gas supply
chain only need to be at 3.1% to make gas a worse emitter than coal.9
There is no time left for gas to be a transition fuel. We need to phase down its
use as quickly as possible. This is expressed forcefully by independent scientists
in their letter to Chief Scientist Alan Finkel published in the Age on Monday 24
August 2020 10 and in an article by his predecessor Penny Sackett on the 26
August.
Today, when the enormous human, economic and ecological costs of even
1.1 degrees of warming are so clear, when prices of renewable energy
have plummeted, and several non-fossil energy storage options are
available, gas is not a transition fuel to a safe climate. That ship has
sailed.11
If this project is intended to assist in Victoria’s transition to a low carbon
economy then it is dishonest that the EES does not include the Scope 3
Greenhouse gas emissions that will result from the project for either
construction or operation as stated on P10 and 15 of Executive summary.
Recovery from the Covid pandemic requires investment in projects that are
positive for the environment by reducing emissions, increasing biodiversity and
providing prompt and local employment.
At a high level we need to
•

Create future-proof jobs across Australia installing solar panels, batteries,
and energy efficiency retrofits on public buildings like schools and libraries,
weatherproofing homes, restoring landscapes, laying bike paths, rolling out
electric vehicle infrastructure and a modern electricity grid, big clean energy
plants and community-sustaining projects.

•

Make communities and nature healthier and more resilient by investing in
wildlife and bushfire recovery and restoring forests, rivers, parks and wetlands.
Take action to avoid future disasters like bushfires, droughts, floods and health
shocks. Help us prepare for and recover from extreme events.

•

Upgrade our energy system to clean and renewable with massive renewable
power and battery storage projects, affordable energy for households, and a
reliable grid that’s fit for the 21st century. We can upgrade existing industries to
make them energy efficient and renewable – and export clean energy to the
world.

https://ieefa.org/ieefa-australia-gas-is-not-a-transition-fuel-prime-minister/
https://www.theage.com.au/environment/climate-change/australia-s-chief-scientist-iswrong-on-gas-say-leading-experts-20200824-p55oty.html
11 https://www.smh.com.au/environment/climate-change/gas-is-not-a-transition-fuel-to-a-safeclimate-that-ship-has-sailed-20200826-p55pec.html
9

10
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More details can be found in reports such as
•
•
•
•

Australian Conservation Foundation (ACF) - Recover, Rebuild, Renew12
Climate Works Australia 13
Beyond Zero Emissions (BZE) - Million Jobs Plan14
Climate Council - Clean Jobs plan 15

In contrast this EES does not contain any independent expert assessment of
either the need for the project or a business case showing economic benefits in a
post Covid environment for the people of Victoria.

Project Risks to the local Environment
Crib Point is surrounded by Westernport Bay, which has a variety of natural
resources with environmental values recognised at all levels from local to
international. It was designated a wetland of international significance under
the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands of International Importance in 1982 and is
also recognised as a UNESCO biosphere reserve comprising three national
marine parks. The reserve contains a range of listed threatened species,
ecological communities and listed migratory species.
As a result this project must also be assessed under the federal EPBC act. I am
unclear from the documents I have read how that assessment is to be carried out.
Given the recent negative interim review of this act prepared by Prof Graeme
Samuels it is highly desirable for this assessment to be completed by the most
highly skilled people and for protection of this region to be given the greatest
importance.
The risks associated with this project are novel and appear to mostly be
addressed via modelling. As a result there are many uncertainties here.
Knowing the level of reporting required by Melbourne Water on health and
environmental grounds for items like sewage spills and chlorination levels I
cannot imagine how chlorination and temperature changes of such large
volumes of water to be immediately and continuously released to the
environment could even be considered.
Victorian environmental legislation (SEPP Waters) in its clause 22 prohibits the
Environmental Protection Agency from granting to a corporation a permit to
discharge wastewater in high conservation value areas such as Westernport.
The EES provides no grounds to change that. How can AGL be intending to
proceed despite this?

12https://www.acf.org.au/recover

rebuild renew lets make things right for people and our co

untry
https://www.climateworksaustralia.org/resource/decarbonisation-futures-solutions-actionsand-benchmarks-for-a-net-zero-emissions-australia/
14 https://bze.org.au/the-million-jobs-plan/
15 https://www.climatecouncil.org.au/resources/clean-jobs-plan/
13
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There is inadequate information to assess the impacts of the chlorine level and
temperature changes both warmer and cooler on all the communities of marine
life
It would be an experiment on a large scale to see how badly the marine life was
effected. Many species of marine life such as whales are hardly considered and
an unjustified assertion has been made that only the area immediately around
the FSRU would be significantly impacted. There is little consideration of
ecological processes and linkages that can extend impacts over a larger area i.e.
from tides and fish and bird movements travelling through these areas.
This does not accord with the precautionary principle in any way.

Conclusion
The AGL project is attempting to cater for a future with increased gas usage in
Victoria. That is inconsistent with the actions required to address the climate
crisis. It also comes with huge risks to the local environment.
The EES does not attempt to detail the very large Scope 3 emissions that would
result from this project. So at this point in the climate crisis with less than ten
years to halve our emissions this project is completely unacceptable and I ask
that you do not approve it.

7

Questions
I would like to ask the following additional questions of AGL concerning this
project.
•
•

•

•

What is the business case that this project will benefit Victoria?
The Executive Summary says on P7 the project is not currently classified as a
Major Hazard Facility (MHF), but AGL will run it as if it is. What is their
experience in doing that? It appears that they do not currently run any MHF
in Victoria.
How is this project compatible with the recent announcement by AGL
directors of linking directors’ bonuses to company emission? If like this
project they are not including Scope 3 emission then they are of very limited
value. 16
How does the Project respond to State Government legislation, policies and
plans regarding climate change, including Victoria’s
o Climate Change Act 2017
o Climate Change Framework (DELWP, 2016)
o Climate Change Adaptation Plan 2017-2020 (DELWP, 2016)
o Renewable Energy Action Plan (DELWP, 2017)

https://www.theguardian.com/business/2020/jun/30/agl-says-it-will-link-bosses-bonusesto-lowering-emissions

16

8

Submission Cover Sheet
Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee EES

3308

Request to be heard?: No
Full Name:

Oliver Le Clerc

Organisation:
Address of affected property:

Attachment 1:
Attachment 2:
Attachment 3:
Submission:

My name is Olly Le clerc and I care about the environment in Westernport Bay. A
crucial environment for the region and state of Victoria, that needs to not be
destructed for gas prospects! I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee
and the Minister for Planning for the opportunity to make a submission to the
environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project.
There are a variety of issues which should deem this proposal unacceptable under its
current form and that I will point to in my submission but the issue that concerns me
most is the negative impact on greenhouse gas emissions in Victoria. A new fossil
fuel project like the gas import terminal which AGL is proposing would introduce
new risks to the local community and visitors to the area. These risks include
exposing people to toxic hydrocarbons which may leak from the facility and
increased risk of accidental fire and explosion as noted in EES Technical Report K.
The nearest homes to the import facility are about 1.5 kms away and Wooleys Beach
is also close to the site. AGL have completed only preliminary quantitative risk
assessments on these risks and have deemed the risk acceptable on that basis. It is
not acceptable to present preliminary studies and the EES should not continue until
we have an independent expert to provide final risk assessments. Phillip Island is
the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come to see
the little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well
as other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport
Bay in the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit
will undermine the beauty of the area and be inconsistent with the perception that
it is a pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular
tourist destination. Recent research has shown that wetlands have the potential to
capture and store large amounts of carbon for hundreds of years. Wetlands should
be protected and enhanced for their role in the fight against climate change rather
than being subject to potentially damaging projects like this gas import terminal
proposed by AGL. In Victoria we have already bulldozed or drained most of our
freshwater wetlands which has contributed to the loss of approximately 35 per cent
of wetlands worldwide between 1970-2015. We cannot afford to lose any more as
we face the climate crisis. If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468
million litres of chlorinated water into the Bay each day which could have a
disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know about how
this cold chlorinated wastewater. Thank you for the opportunity to contribute my
opinion on this proposal, but the environmental impacts are simply unacceptable.
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The sluggish currents in that part of the bay will not necessarily either disperse or dilute the
pollutants in the water emitted by the gas plant.
We cannot afford the potential environmental cost of this project.
Other life forms can’t afford it.
The global environment can’t afford it.
And the eastern curlew certainly can’t afford it. Every loss of any habitat is another nail in its
coffin.
Judy Pile
26/8/2020

i

Harry Sadler, The Eastern Curlew – the Extraordinary Life of a Migratory Bird ;Australia; 2019; Affirm
Press; p. 23
ii
Op. cit, p. 25
iii
Melbourne’s angry birds need a good night sleep: Afternoons; ABC Radio 774 Melbourne
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SUBMISSION TO THE CRIB POINT INQUIRY AND ADVISORY COMMITTEE AND MINISTER FOR
PLANNING FROM Mark Aarons.

My family and I have been residents of Flinders since 1987. I am a member on the committee of
the Flinders Community Association, of the Mornington Peninsula Shire sponsored Flinders
Coastal Advisory Group, and Spokesperson for the volunteer group Friends of Flinders Coastline,
active since 2004. As a active member of the Flinders and wider Peninsula community I am yet to
speak to anyone who supports the proposal in any form. The only commentary in support that I
have read or heard comes from AGL and through its Environment Effects Statement. On that
matter, with AGL’s history of deceptive and illegal behaviour incurring multiple penalties, how
can we trust their assertions or their EES with so many conflicts of interest involved?
The whole project hinges on the assertion in the EES that Victoria needs additional affordable gas
as the Bass Strait field declines in the next 3 to 4 years. That need has not been established
satisfactorily in the EES and nowhere is it explained that gas supplied through Crib Point would
be competitive (given that we have an East Coast Cartel) or affordable. How could we be
confident about an affordable price when Australians in the Eastern States are paying close to
double that of Export Customers (Recent ACCC figures). The costs both in Dollar terms, and in
energy wasted involved in the ridiculous situation of: extracting gas in Northern Australia,
Liquefying it, likely shipping it to Asia, holding and then shipping back to Southern Australia to
gasify and distribute to customers BEGGARS BELIEF.
It has been demonstrated by so many eminent and relevant research organizations and
individuals including AEMO, Beyond Zero Emissions, Australia Institute, Environment Victoria,
and on so many occasions by the eminent economist Ross Garnaut (Superpower published by in
2019 by Black Inc) that the transition of energy supply from fossil fuel to renewable sources does
not require large scale gas generation. Gas is not necessarily a less Carbon polluting alternative
to coal particularly if fugitive Methane emissions are accounted for.
Markus Brokhof, the recently appointed Chief Operating Officer of AGL said in an interview with
Renew Economy this month that: “In fact we are currently inviting tenders to procure Integrated
Battery Systems, which could satisfy the entire Grid Scale Storage Target. We believe battery
technology is now at a level that allows AGL to lead Australia’s transition to a smarter and more
efficient energy future.” Further: “Although energy prices are lower, we still see an opportunity
to invest as the composition of the portfolio shifts away from coal towards the new firmed
renewable energy generation the market will need.
Transition away from fossil fuels should involve massive improvements in energy efficiency in
most aspects of our lives and an encouragement of the electrification of our domestic, industrial
and transport sectors perhaps requiring government incentives. Reserving of gas nationally (as in

WA) could ensure supply for manufacturing of fertilizer, plastics, bricks and chemicals (including
explosives).
The risk of significant environmental damage for Crib Point and Western Port (much designated
as Ramsar Wetlands in 1988) are so great that the project should be disallowed on these grounds
alone. As a signatory to The Ramsar Convention on Wetlands of International Importance, the
Victorian and National Governments are committed to conservation and maintenance of
ecological health of one of Victoria’s most precious environments. Historically damage has been
caused to wetlands in the region ranging from the massive drainage of catchments to the north
of the bay occasioning gross siltation, to industrial development along sensitive Mangrove lined
coastlines, any further damage is unacceptable and continued remediation is the only sensible
course fot the sake of this precious ecosystem.
The conditions of the cooled chlorinated pollution that will result from the AGL plant are
analogous to the historic outflow of treated sewage at Gunnamatta. Chlorinated water at similar
concentrations to those proposed at Crib Point flowed into the turbulent ocean and have caused
considerable damage to the regions ecosystems ranging from disruption of populations of
microscopic biota right up to broad scale loss of kelp forests.
How can we risk the environmental health of Westernport with this or any comparable
development for the sake of a misguided and short-sighted pursuit by AGL of profit? Surely, we
in Victoria as part of one of the most affluent nations on earth, with the highest per capita
Greenhouse Emissions should demonstrate leadership to the rest of Australia and Nations
around the world and show that there is a way to limit Global Warming to 1.5 – 2 degrees C.
Sincerely: Mark Aarons
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My name is John Cherry and I live in the Westernport Bay area. Westernport Bay
has its own character and unique Ecosystem, and connects Phillip Island, The
Mornington Peninsula and French Island, all of which need to be protected and
passed on to future generations.It is significant for Fish eggs and Mangroves. I thank
the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the
opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point
gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should
deem this proposal unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to in my
submission but the issue that concerns me most is the impact on our internationally
recognised wetlands and wildlife. Natural environments play a crucial role in both
the mental and physical health of the communities who access them. The potential
loss of nature and access to green spaces can contribute to mental distress and
environmental grief experienced by communities who place significance on these
areas. This can detrimentally impact on the long-term mental health of a
community. Excessive exposure to noise and light pollution in areas of recreation or
among households can result in loss of sleep and irritability. As well as increased
prevalence of anxiety and a lack of ability to focus. The impacts of noise and light
pollution can result in increased prevalence of mental health conditions in a
community. Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of
Australia. People come to see the little penguins and the migrating Humpback and
Southern Right whales as well as other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The
industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating
Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of the area and be
inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This
could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination. Australia has committed
to promote the conservation and wise use of wetlands as a signatory of the Ramsar
Convention on Wetlands of International Importance. This is understood as the
maintenance of their ecological character and preventing their degradation. It is
inappropriate to build and operate a gas import terminal in the middle of one of the
most precious environments in Victoria and an internationally significant wetland. If
the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water
into the Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife.
There is so much we do not know about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will
affect marine life in Westernport. The impact modelling completed by AGL is not
comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate. Furthermore, current
Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high conservation value areas
like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State Environme

The natural world is a remarkable living entity, which can create energy and
nutrients from natural waste, which in turn, feeds new life. Through Science
we gain certain insights as to how these processes join together to make this
happen, but unfortunately we do not know and understand the full complexity
of everything, hence the massive environmental degradation and elimination
of species within the past century give testimony to this point. This
degradation occurs one small step at a time, often invisible, via chemical
pollution, land clearing, industrialisation, monoculture and a host of other
causes, all of which have a “Knock on” effect, destroying micro environments
on which species are reliant for their entire life cycle.
Increases in salinity/acidity and temperature due to the FSRU factory ship
would without doubt affect these natural processes and RUN THE RISK OF
IRREVERSIBLE DAMAGE to the most subtle systems that affect plankton life,
fish egg spawning, and nurseries for young schools of fish, over and above the
risk of oil spills and bilge water from the 40% increase in shipping numbers
should this project be approved.
My major concern regarding the proposed development of this facility at Crib
Point is the effect of this project on the delicate Marine environment in
Westernport bay, which contains some of the most Southern areas of
Mangroves and associated sea grasses which provide anchorage and nurseries
for fish spawning, and plankton life, the effects of which would be felt around
French Island, Phillip Island, and I suspect along the South Gippsland coast. The
“knock on” effect of this would affect the whole food chain in this area, which
is also host to the Southern Right Whale,(an endangered species) and various
Dolphin species, Penguins and large numbers of birds visiting the RAMSAR
Wetlands which are IMMEDIATELY ADJACENT to this proposed site.
It is home to a number of threatened species listed under the Flora and
Fauna Guarantee Act (Vic) 1988 and the Environment Protection and
Biodiversity Conservation Act (Cth) 1999 affecting such species as
Southern Right Whale; Humpback Whale; Far Eastern Curlew; Curlew
Sandpiper; Fairy Tern; Orange-bellied Parrot; Swift Parrot; Great White
Shark; Mangrove Goby; Australian Grayling; Two species Ghost Shrimp,
southern brown bandicoot and coastal saltmarsh.We have deep
concerns over the threats to the habitat and welfare of these species
caused by the construction and operation of the FSRU and pipeline.

The Federal government signed up to this INTERNATIONAL TREATY in 1971, as
well as further legislation mentioned above, and has obligations in this regard.
The “Responsible Authority”, namely any government of the day, has to legally
abide by these Laws. No person or entity is above the law.
On a practical and factual level, AGL also has a very bad reputation for
maintenance and monitoring, as expressed by a series of fines that had to be
paid for emitting 6000 litres of SULPHURIC ACID directly into a stormwater
drain, which in turn flowed directly into a creek.
This is outrageous vandalism with no regard for the Natural world.
A long string of other misdemeanours and fines from 2003 for which AGL were
responsible implies that profit is the only consideration, and that this Company
is not a reliable, trustworthy corporate citizen with poor governance.
Their combined FINES of $7,000,000 in the last 15 years indicates that this
Company is not fit to establish or run such a project.

Yours Sincerely

John Cherry.
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I have had numerous dealings with AGL, they tend to operate the part of the deal
that suits them. They couldn't give a crap for anything other than money. They are
too big for the government to effectively control, if you give them an inch, they'll
take a mile. if they break the rules at Crib Point that the government sets down for
them, they'll defend the fine with expensive lawyers. They'll laugh at the
government, and the process, pay the fine out of petty cash, get a pat on the back
from the shareholders, and keep trucking on. They don't care one iota about the
environment, let alone delicate areas such as the RAMSAR area. Birds, fish, dolphins,
mangroves just don't equate to these bottom line bastards. Its all about the money,
they couldn't give a too about the environment. The environment in Westernport
Bay is too sensitive to let these bastards in. They'll be like Cane Toads, once you let
them in , you'll never get them out. AGL are going to fill up the Bay with traffic. The
roads around the Mornington Peninsula will fill up with trucks. The whole thing
serves AGL, and AGL alone, its no good for the environment, its no good for the
residents, its just no good.
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EES SUBMISSION
CRIB POINT GAS IMPORT JETTY AND PIPELINE
PROJECT
As a federal Independent candidate in last years Federal Election, my objection to
this project and the mounting community opposition was one of the main drivers
for me to take a stand on such a public platform. Anyone present at the public
meetings would have seen how even though my hands shook and my voice
wavered, the strong message I carried on behalf of the community I stood to
represent was clear; the majority of the community did NOT WANT the AGL
FSRU and Pipeline Project. Every Federal candidate standing for Flinders
electorate signed a pledge that we would strongly oppose the project coming to
Westernport Bay.
For me personally, it had the hallmarks of a previous battle against Channel
Deepening in Port Phillip Bay that many thousands of us on the Mornington
Peninsula had fought for; the Mornington Peninsula is a unique place; that the
residents have to fight so hard to protect and preserve such a special precious place
is mind boggling, considering Westernport Bay is one of Victoria's prize assets!
Eco tourism; its beauty; its internationally significant RAMSAR wetlands;
migrating birdlife; most southern wave-attenuating mangrove system; the eco
system gives us so much.. such an asset would surely reward those who sought to
back the people who take a serious interest in preserving it for future generations.
I believe that some thought me nostalgic at the time for mentioning the Channel
Deepening Project.. but here we are, again, with another EES, densely packed, but
with substantial errors, information missing, misrepresented data, and photos and
maps that do not accurately depict what will eventually be.
Shortened timeframes; reduced access; lack of financial resources to compete with
such behemoths as AGL, APL, and the Crown in Right of the State of Victoria
Corporation.
Marketing Spin: anybody objecting so far has has been put on a public guilt trip
that we would be denying householders gas for heating and cooking. When a
consultant at Crib Point Community Consultation session informed me that AGL
cannot buy Gas in Victoria.. no-one will sell them gas at a competitve price so they

can then compete in a market sector that they are weak in; setting tariffs for
corporate clients i believe she said, and that if AGL could buy gas in Victoria, they
would not need to spend the money on the FSRU, in fact they would prefer that
they didn’t.
With the Channel deepening it was 'jobs', and not ‘falling behind’…. well
Melbourne was the end of the International trade route anyway, and about 40% of
the containers coming in were empty to be dropped off.
Against all common sense the hydrology of the Heads was altered. Commercial
contracts in Confidence had already been signed.
Contractual obligations: As we are shareholders in the Crown in Right of the State
of Victoria Corporation, we demand to see what our ‘board of directors’ is
investing our money in. Will these confidential contracts be supplied for
shareholder scrutiny?
Technical Appendices: always the technical Appendices reveal the little nuggets of
data that together form a much larger and alarming picture; while the proponent
has had ample time to prepare the EES, anybody objecting to it has had their
efforts hampered by a Stage 4 lockdown. Extra time was denied, as it would affect
the time line for the Corporate parties involved.
The pipeline Project mentions a future gas fired power plant at Tyabb.. where was
THIS ever discussed?
Never in the community consultations was this, nor the additional infrastructure
ever mentioned.. the 20 x 25m nitrogen storage tank, the encroachment of the
additional infrastructure into Woolley's reserve; no accurate visual representation
of the huge size of the ships involved, no mention of the dredging works
apparently now required.. mangrove silt does not settle as Port Phillip Bay sand
might do.. a settling tank with westernport silt has been known to take a month to
settle.. add a fast moving current to the mix and you have a turbid plume.
The B-Double truck movements to and from the plant, placing undue pressure on
the narrow roads leading out of Crib Point, and through Hastings. The hideous
industrialised view; a monster ship three times the length of the Otama submarine
placed end to end, with the height of a 17 storey building- permanently moored,
and obstructing world class views from a low level coastline; the noise.. the risks,

the fact that there is nothing like this anywhere else this close to residential zoned
land, and certainly not a military base such as HMAS Cerberus.
The loss of Woolleys Beach.. the only publicly accessible swimming beach in Crib
Point is an absolute loss of social amenity. This beach is a beautiful shaded and
easily accessble place. The Hastings side of the jetty is dangerous with broken
concrete blocks, rusted reo and sharp rubble strewn about; further along to the
lookout for HMAS Otama is a small beach with golden sand but mostly mangroves
dot the shore. The nearest swimmable family beach is Somers.
Again a behemoth corporation seeking to forever alter a fragile and special part of
the world in the name of seeking a greater market share of business; two other
options exist that are not in Westernport Bay, and do not require the sheer amount
of infrastructure to access main pipelines into the gas network.
A capped LNG well exists in Victoria; it apparently belongs to Lakes Oil; but due
to the moratorium on Gas exploration, fracking is banned (thank you!) however
this LNG well is still possibly capped under the moratorium, even though it is not
fracked; and could have possibly been excluded from the moratorium to provide
Victoria with gas.
Combined with the lack of federal license to import gas, the lack of social license,
the uncompetitive gas contracts Australia is bound to, the option of two other sites
more suitable and less damaging, and an absolute opposition from the community
and their elected representatives, we would say to you categorically that the Project
is not warranted, nor wanted here.

From: Subject of the Queen…Susan Beveridge
Bittern/Hastings
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My name is Nicola Tragear and I live on Phillip Island in Western Port bay. To the
Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and Minister for Planning I thank you for
the opportunity to submit my concerns arising from the Environment Effects
Statement for the Crib Point gas import jetty and pipeline project. The EES rationale
appears dedicated to providing government a saleable solution to the demand for
"energy security, efficiency and affordability" whilst grossly underestimating the
potential for reducing our demand for gas in Victoria. Victoria could reduce its gas
consumption by between 98 and 113 petajoules by 2030 through using existing
technology and targeted economic support according to a recent report written by
energy consultants Northmore Gordon. With the right government policies,
VICTORIA COULD MEET IT"S ENERGY NEEDS WITHOUT NEW GAS FIELDS OR GAS
IMPORT TERMINALS. I am very concerned that the resolve of State government
WILL NOT uphold the inherent value of the rich environment of Western Port but
justify the impact of this proposal in short term benefits of carbon based energy
investment. (see Table 1: EES draft evaluation objectives / Summary document)
Renewable energy is going to supply the world's future needs and Victorian
government agencies and AGL / APA concurrently sell this subscription to the public
realm. There are many viable, and more suitable, options Victoria can pursue to
ensure we meet our energy needs and global commitments without further
degradation of Western Port bay, our future is in your decisions .. Sincerely, Nicola
Tragear
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The EES appears to discount the importance to benthic invertebrate communities in
the coldwater plume area on the basis they are distributed across 36,000 ha in
Western Port. This conclusion understates any important ecological role benthic
invertebrates could play, such as the in the processing of detritus and organic matter
from adjacent seagrass meadows – and as prey for fish species.
Overall, the EES has not considered ecological relationships and interdependencies
between and has instead taken a simplistic approach and refer to impact in the
context of the entirety of Wester Port
FISH LARVAE AND PLANKTON ENTRAINMENT
Western Port is a known fish nursery area. The EES has quantified fish larval
entrainment of between 20-100 fish larvae per 100m3 of seawater in Spring and
Summer. If the FRSU was permitted to operate and at a maximum capacity this
equates to 93,600 – 468,000 fish larvae per day. Over a month of continuous peak
operations, entrainment could be as high as 14 million fish larvae.
The EES states that “higher gas production rates are more likely to occur during
autumn and winter, when demand for gas for heating is high, and when fish larvae
and fish eggs are lower in abundance in Western Port”. We assume there are a range
of factors that could affect gas demand and the EES provides no guarantees that high
demand could extend into spring months.
The EES does propose to limit the daily inflow to 312,000 m3 during spring and
summer. This equates to 62,400 – 312,000 fish larvae per day, or up to 9.36 million over
a month. This is still a vast number of fish larvae that will perish through the
entrainment process and would be difficult for recreational fishers to accept,
regardless of the species. The EES has not address how the ongoing removal of large
numbers of fish larvae will have on fish populations.
The EES has used a theoretical assumption in an attempt to quantify natural fish larvae
and plankton mortality. The EES then compare these assumptions against the impact
of entrainment from the FRSU. This is a grossly simplistic approach. The reason that
many fish species have high numbers of offspring is to ensure that at least a small
percentage survives. Plankton density is critical for fish larvae survival. Fish larvae are
poor swimmers and in effect need to ‘bump’ into their preferred size prey (plankton) to
avoid mortality. Fish larvae settlement is associated with preferred nursery habitat. The
EES does not adequately address the impact of entrainment using this assumption
and the complex environmental variables that leads to successful recruitment.
The EES does not discuss or quantify the impact of entrainment of marine organisms
to the marine food web, particularly to those recreationally important fish species. The
12 month fish larvae sampling data did not record snapper eggs or larvae and detected
only small numbers of King George whiting larvae. The sampling however only
occurred over a 12 month timeframe so the EES does not consider annual variations in
fish larval presence and density.

The EES seeks to locate FRSU intakes below the surface as a mitigation measure,
however the EES has not adequately taken into account the diurnal vertical migration
of fish larvae.
Chlorination
As a strong oxidant, chlorine does dissipate rapidly creating hypochlorous acid and
hypochlorite, then reacting to create hypobromous acide and hypobromite ion. While
these are short-lived and not persistent in the environment - however are toxic.
The EES state that 47 kilograms per day would be discharged per day in a peak
scenario – or up to 1.4 tonnes over a month. The ESS states that under peak operations
5ha of seabed would be exposed to chlorine concentrations in excess of the CSIRO
recommended guideline value for 99% species protection of 6 μg/L.
A concern lies with the complex reactions that does take place creating a numerous
chlorination by-products. There is not adequate acknowledgement and assessment of
these compounds which can be persistent in the environment and toxic to marine
organisms subject to long-term exposures.
The EES does not address how chlorine related toxicants can be exported from FRSU
footprint into other sensitive areas.
Overall, the EES provides many assumptions and risk assessment is based upon
predictions and modelling. As indicated in our submission there are gaps in the EES
that must be addressed. The marine chapter of the EES either oversimplified
ecosystem-level impacts or selectively ignored these impacts and risks.
Yours sincerely,

Rob Loats
Chair
Victorian Recreational Fishing Peak Body
26 August 2020
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My name is Morgan Henson and I live in the Westernport Bay area.

The Westernport Bay Area must remain untouched by AGL.

I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the
opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty
and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this proposal unacceptable
under its current form and that I will point to in my submission but the issue that concerns me most
is the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife.

Natural environments play a crucial role in both the mental and physical health of the communities
who access them. The potential loss of nature and access to green spaces can contribute to mental
distress and environmental grief experienced by communities who place significance on these areas.
This can detrimentally impact on the long-term mental health of a community. Excessive exposure to
noise and light pollution in areas of recreation or among households can result in loss of sleep and
irritability. As well as increased prevalence of anxiety and a lack of ability to focus. The impacts of
noise and light pollution can result in increased prevalence of mental health conditions in a
community.

Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come to see the
little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other incredible
marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas
tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of the area and be
inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip
Island as a popular tourist destination.

Wetlands are among the most biodiverse ecosystems on earth. They combine land and water which
allows them to be home to at least 1350 species including migratory birds like the critically
endangered Orange-Bellied Parrot. Half of the Westernport Bay wetland is made up of seagrass beds
which are a nursery site for prawns and fish. Westernport Bay is also the most significant site for
mangroves in Victoria. Mangroves stabilise sediment and protect the shoreline from erosion. The
shoreline directly around the Crib Point jetty is an extensive mangrove stand. Wetlands should be
protected as a key habitat for an incredible array of plants and animals rather than being subject to
potentially damaging projects like this gas import terminal proposed by AGL.

If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into the Bay
each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know
about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The impact
modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate.
Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high conservation value
areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State Environment Protection Policy (Waters). AGL has

so far been unsuccessful in their attempts to weaken these laws. Combining the poor impact
assessments and the fact that the plan currently does not meet the legal requirements this proposal
should not continue.

Millions of Australians consider climate change not to be a threat in the distant future but a
dangerous reality we face right now. We are on track for several degrees Celsius of warming by the
end of the century if we do not curb our emissions from fossil fuels. The plummeting costs of
renewables and energy storage has rendered fossil fuel projects not only a threat to our
environment but also bad business. Corporations like AGL should be investing more in renewables
and supporting consumers to move away from gas instead of investing in soon-to-be stranded
assets. This proposal to build a gas import terminal is not consistent with what we need to do to
create a safe climate.

Small marine organisms which make up the foundations of the ecosystem - like plankton and fish
eggs - would be the most impacted by this proposal. Locally they would be unable to escape being
pulled into the ship intake and being subjected to chlorine levels far above safe levels. The impact is
likely to be significant with nearly half a billion litres of water being drawn into the intakes each day.
This enormous quantity of colder chlorinated water would be dumped back into the Bay and
disperse with the current thereby further affecting marine wildlife.

Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment assessment of the Crib
Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined above, the impact on our internationally
recognised wetlands and wildlife would be unacceptable. There are many other viable, and more
suitable, options Victoria can pursue to ensure that we meet our energy needs without exposing the
precious wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique wildlife which depend on this ecosystem, or the
local community to any harm.

Sincerely,
Morgan Henson
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I believe that the impact that the opposed proposal from AGL to have a floating gas
terminal moored off Crib Point is far reaching that the fall out could not only effect
Westernport but Phillip Island and as far as Port Phillip Bay and Bass Strait. Not only
the environmental impact but the economic impacts not only on a local level but an
international level.
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My name is Naomi Nicholas and I care about the environment in Westernport Bay.
We need to protect our environment and invest in renewables not assets that will
be stranded with a couple of years. I don\'t want to lose beautiful Westernport for
this pointless reason. I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the
Minister for Planning for the opportunity to make a submission to the environment
assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a
variety of issues which should deem this proposal unacceptable under its current
form and that I will point to in my submission but the issue that concerns me most is
the negative impact on greenhouse gas emissions in Victoria. A new fossil fuel
project like the gas import terminal which AGL is proposing would introduce new
risks to the local community and visitors to the area. These risks include exposing
people to toxic hydrocarbons which may leak from the facility and increased risk of
accidental fire and explosion as noted in EES Technical Report K. The nearest homes
to the import facility are about 1.5 kms away and Wooleys Beach is also close to the
site. AGL have completed only preliminary quantitative risk assessments on these
risks and have deemed the risk acceptable on that basis. It is not acceptable to
present preliminary studies and the EES should not continue until we have an
independent expert to provide final risk assessments. Phillip Island is the second
most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come to see the little
penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other
incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in
the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will
undermine the beauty of the area and be inconsistent with the perception that it is a
pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist
destination. Wetlands are among the most biodiverse ecosystems on earth. They
combine land and water which allows them to be home to at least 1350 species
including migratory birds like the critically endangered Orange-Bellied Parrot. Half of
the Westernport Bay wetland is made up of seagrass beds which are a nursery site
for prawns and fish. Westernport Bay is also the most significant site for mangroves
in Victoria. Mangroves stabilise sediment and protect the shoreline from erosion.
The shoreline directly around the Crib Point jetty is an extensive mangrove stand.
Wetlands should be protected as a key habitat for an incredible array of plants and
animals rather than being subject to potentially damaging projects like this gas
import terminal proposed by AGL. If the project is approved AGL could dump up to
468 million litres of chlorinated water into the Bay each day which could have a
disastrous impact on marine wildlife. Please, please do not proceed with this.
Sincerely, Naomi Nicholas
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My name is Julie Thomas and I live in the Westernport Bay area. I wish to explain my
objection to the proposed AGL project at Crib Point. Westernport is an important
part of Victoria's coastline. Development is already compromising wildlife in this
region. We have a responsibility to the international community because we have
agreed to protect migratory wildlife when it visits here. I am greatly concerned
about the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife. Natural
environments play a crucial role in both the mental and physical health of the
communities who access them. In addition, Phillip Island Penguin Parade is
recognised one of the most important tourism attractions in Australia because it is
the most accessible place in the world to see penguins in the wild. The spinoff
tourism it attracts contributes significantly to Australia's economy. Any
industrialisation of Westernport Bay is likely to affect the marine ecosystem which
supports the penguins. If this happens, and the Penguin Parade collapses, it will have
a significant economic impact. Australia is a signatory of the Ramsar Convention on
Wetlands of International Importance, designed to protect them from degradation.
It is inappropriate to build and operate a gas import terminal in proximity to an
internationally significant wetland. If the project is approved, AGL could dump up
to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into the Bay each day. There is much we do
not know about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in
Westernport. The impact modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive nor
adequate. Victorian law prohibits the discharge of wastewater in high conservation
value areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State Environment Protection
Policy (Waters). This, along with the poor impact assessments makes it clear that
this proposal should not be accepted. World trends indicate a transition away from
fossil fuels. Renewable energy has become the cheapest alternative for new power
production, according to the Australian Energy Market Operator and CSIRO. The fact
that firmed renewables will displace gas is becoming increasingly accepted in the
energy markets. This year AEMO adjusted its Victorian GPG annual consumption
forecast for the 2014 to 2039 period. They now assume that gas consumption will be
dramatically below previous predictions due to a higher commitment to renewables
than previously forecast.. Thank you for the opportunity to contribute to the
environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project.
As outlined above, the environmental impact of this project would be unacceptable.
There are many other viable - and more suitable - options Victoria can pursue to
ensure that we meet our energy needs without exposing the valuable wetlands of
Westernport Bay, the unique wildlife which depend on this ecosystem, or the local
community to any harm. Sincerely, Julie Thomas
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The AGL proposal should not go ahead because any small risk is not worth the risk.
Be responsible now for decisions that will effect he future - don't tamper with the
BAY. The Bay is beautiful DO NOT risk effecting that whether big or small. Small
impacts ripple int bigger impacts surely history tells us that. The children I teach are
the future custodians of the environment - I want to be able to tell them the truth
and for that truth to be that the current generation is taking care of the
environment for them to take over. I also want to model that wellbeing and nature
is prioritized over greed and wealth. Lets protect an environment for many
generations to come to enjoy as we have had the privilege of enjoying. DO NOT
TAKE THE RISK!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
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Historically, Crib Point was an industrial area, however, that has not been the case
for several decades and the Crib Point community has made it abundantly clear, it
wants it to remain that way. There have been a number of challenges to Crib Point
remaining non industrial, with the Bracks and Brumby Labor governments trying to
force bitumen and urea plants onto this beautiful bayside township between 2004
and 2006. After a 6 year fight, the community prevailed through a change of
government. The current situation, with the Andrews state government and AGL
trying to impose an FSRU on Crib Point is not dissimilar to those earlier battles. Our
community has worked long and hard alongside its local council, the Mornington
Peninsula Shire Council (MPSC), to establish local areas for industry and to ensure
good separation from residential and commercial zones. The Port of Hastings,
Bluescope, Esso and a range of other heavy industry businesses are located in the
industrial zone north of Hastings and these provide employment to surrounding
townships. There is industrial land available in this area. Historically there were two
areas of significant industrial development, one to the north of Hastings and the
other around Crib Point. The negative effects of an industrial zone are magnified
many times over, when townships such as Hastings, Tyabb, Bittern and Crib Point,
have industrial developments to both their north and south. These problems are
magnified yet again when there is effectively only one, already inadequate road
linking the areas. What results from the combination of these circumstances is a far
greater diminution of quality of life for a wider area of population, than would
usually be the case from other industrial developments. As has been recognised by
local council, reindustrialising Crib Point will effectively reindustrialise the whole
Western Port area. Anyone that takes a few minutes to watch the numbers of
trucks and other industrial vehicles travelling to and from the industrial area north of
Hastings, will understand the wisdom of their location north of Hastings and to its
east. This location allows industrial vehicles to travel to and from the industrial zone
and other locations without going through any of the local townships. The dangers
of allowing Crib Point to reindustrialise are immediately apparent and while there is
no expectation that AGL would change its plans on that basis, the state government
should know better. The very high volume of industrial traffic, in non Covid 19
times, has a discreet path to and from the industrial zone If AGL is allowed to force
its way into Crib Point, it will literally become the thin edge of the wedge, reopening
that community to unmanageable levels of industrial traffic. Between 2004 and
2010, I fought beside the Crib Point community to stop the Bracks and Brumby
governments and Boral imposing a bitumen plant on Crib Point and in the end,
together we were able to stop it. How
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My name is Sophie Morse and I care about the environment in Westernport Bay. I
have a friend who lives in this beautiful area, he’s the most passionate surfer I have
ever met. This place holds memories and is sacred to people like him. It’s where
they choose to enjoy there live’s everyday. It is an important eco system! I thank
the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the
opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point
gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should
deem this proposal unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to in my
submission but the issue that concerns me most is the impact on our internationally
recognised wetlands and wildlife. The beach and reserve area around Crib Point
jetty is a popular spot for residents and visitors alike. Access to the reserve and
surrounding areas is likely to be affected by the loss of bush or by disruptions
because of maintenance or high noise. The EES notes that there is not a comparable
reserve area nearby. The increased number of ships coming into Westernport Bay
and the strict exclusion zones will mean boaters or sailors will have more disruptive
ship traffic to contend with. Fishers will enjoy less catch as a result of the impact of
increased shipping and toxic chlorination of the important nursery seagrass
surrounding the Crib Point jetty. Phillip Island is the second most tourismdependent region in all of Australia. People come to see the little penguins and the
migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other incredible marine
and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of huge
gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty
of the area and be inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected
wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination. Recent
research has shown that wetlands have the potential to capture and store large
amounts of carbon for hundreds of years. Wetlands should be protected and
enhanced for their role in the fight against climate change rather than being subject
to potentially damaging projects like this gas import terminal proposed by AGL. In
Victoria we have already bulldozed or drained most of our freshwater wetlands
which has contributed to the loss of approximately 35 per cent of wetlands
worldwide between 1970-2015. We cannot afford to lose any more as we face the
climate crisis. If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of
chlorinated water into the Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on
marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know about how this cold chlorinated
wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The impact modelling completed
by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate. Furthermore,
current Victorian laws prohibit the discha
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My name is Terryl Donaldson and I care about the environment in Westernport Bay.
I can remember when Westernport wasn\'t so beautiful; it took literally decades to get it back to this
condition after years of industrial pollution. Now it\'s a wonderland for all sorts of wildlife, birds, fish,
whales, dolphins...and people. Love it!
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the
opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty
and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this proposal unacceptable
under its current form and that I will point to in my submission but the issue that concerns me most is
the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife.
Natural environments play a crucial role in both the mental and physical health of the communities
who access them. The potential loss of nature and access to green spaces can contribute to mental
distress and environmental grief experienced by communities who place significance on these areas.
This can detrimentally impact on the long-term mental health of a community. Excessive exposure to
noise and light pollution in areas of recreation or among households can result in loss of sleep and
irritability. As well as increased prevalence of anxiety and a lack of ability to focus. The impacts of
noise and light pollution can result in increased prevalence of mental health conditions in a
community.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come to see the
little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other incredible
marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas
tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of the area and be
inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip
Island as a popular tourist destination.
Recent research has shown that wetlands have the potential to capture and store large amounts of
carbon for hundreds of years. Wetlands should be protected and enhanced for their role in the fight
against climate change rather than being subject to potentially damaging projects like this gas
import terminal proposed by AGL. In Victoria we have already bulldozed or drained most of our
freshwater wetlands which has contributed to the loss of approximately 35 per cent of wetlands
worldwide between 1970-2015. We cannot afford to lose any more as we face the climate crisis.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into the Bay
each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know
about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The impact
modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate.
Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high conservation value
areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State Environment Protection Policy (Waters). AGL has
so far been unsuccessful in their attempts to weaken these laws. Combining the poor impact
assessments and the fact that the plan currently does not meet the legal requirements this proposal
should not continue.
Wetlands contain a disproportionate amount of the soil carbon on our planet. Wetlands are
responsible for storing between 20 and 30 per cent of global soil carbon despite occupying only
around 5 and 8 per cent of the surface of the Earth. Protecting wetlands such as Westernport Bay
Ramsar site should be a priority to prevent the release of vast quantities of carbon pollution to the
atmosphere. This is particularly important as a defense against the impacts of climate change.

Small marine organisms which make up the foundations of the ecosystem - like plankton and fish
eggs - would be the most impacted by this proposal. Locally they would be unable to escape being
pulled into the ship intake and being subjected to chlorine levels far above safe levels. The impact is
likely to be significant with nearly half a billion litres of water being drawn into the intakes each day.
This enormous quantity of colder chlorinated water would be dumped back into the Bay and disperse
with the current thereby further affecting marine wildlife.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment assessment of the Crib
Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined above, the impact on our internationally
recognised wetlands and wildlife would be unacceptable. There are many other viable, and more
suitable, options Victoria can pursue to ensure that we meet our energy needs without exposing the
precious wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique wildlife which depend on this ecosystem, or the
local community to any harm.
Sincerely,
Terryl Donaldson
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As My name is Sian Hughes and I care about the environment in Westernport Bay. I
passionately care about the environment and am always up for protecting it. I thank
the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the
opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point
gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should
deem this proposal unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to in my
submission but the issue that concerns me most is the impact on our internationally
recognised wetlands and wildlife. A new fossil fuel project like the gas import
terminal which AGL is proposing would introduce new risks to the local community
and visitors to the area. These risks include exposing people to toxic hydrocarbons
which may leak from the facility and increased risk of accidental fire and explosion
as noted in EES Technical Report K. The nearest homes to the import facility are
about 1.5 kms away and Wooleys Beach is also close to the site. AGL have
completed only preliminary quantitative risk assessments on these risks and have
deemed the risk acceptable on that basis. It is not acceptable to present preliminary
studies and the EES should not continue until we have an independent expert to
provide final risk assessments. Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent
region in all of Australia. People come to see the little penguins and the migrating
Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other incredible marine and
wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas
tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of
the area and be inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected
wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination. Wetlands
are among the most biodiverse ecosystems on earth. They combine land and water
which allows them to be home to at least 1350 species including migratory birds like
the critically endangered Orange-Bellied Parrot. Half of the Westernport Bay
wetland is made up of seagrass beds which are a nursery site for prawns and fish.
Westernport Bay is also the most significant site for mangroves in Victoria.
Mangroves stabilise sediment and protect the shoreline from erosion. The shoreline
directly around the Crib Point jetty is an extensive mangrove stand. Wetlands should
be protected as a key habitat for an incredible array of plants and animals rather
than being subject to potentially damaging projects like this gas import terminal
proposed by AGL. If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres
of chlorinated water into the Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on
marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know about how this cold chlorinated
wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The impact modelling completed
by AGL is not comprehensive and in
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There are a variety of issues which should deem this proposal unacceptable under its
current form and that I will point to in my submission but the issue that concerns me
most is the negative impact on greenhouse gas emissions in Victoria. A new fossil
fuel project like the gas import terminal which AGL is proposing would introduce
new risks to the local community and visitors to the area. These risks include
exposing people to toxic hydrocarbons which may leak from the facility and
increased risk of accidental fire and explosion as noted in EES Technical Report K.
The nearest homes to the import facility are about 1.5 kms away and Wooleys Beach
is also close to the site. AGL have completed only preliminary quantitative risk
assessments on these risks and have deemed the risk acceptable on that basis. It is
not acceptable to present preliminary studies and the EES should not continue until
we have an independent expert to provide final risk assessments. Phillip Island is
the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come to see
the little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well
as other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport
Bay in the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit
will undermine the beauty of the area and be inconsistent with the perception that
it is a pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular
tourist destination. Wetlands are among the most biodiverse ecosystems on earth.
They combine land and water which allows them to be home to at least 1350
species including migratory birds like the critically endangered Orange-Bellied
Parrot. Half of the Westernport Bay wetland is made up of seagrass beds which are a
nursery site for prawns and fish. Westernport Bay is also the most significant site for
mangroves in Victoria. Mangroves stabilise sediment and protect the shoreline from
erosion. The shoreline directly around the Crib Point jetty is an extensive mangrove
stand. Wetlands should be protected as a key habitat for an incredible array of
plants and animals rather than being subject to potentially damaging projects like
this gas import terminal proposed by AGL. If the project is approved AGL could
dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into the Bay each day which could
have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know about
how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The
impact modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases totally
inappropriate. Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of
wastewater in high conservation value areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the
State Environment Protection Policy (Waters). AGL has so far been unsuccessful in
their attempts to weaken these laws.
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My name is Angela Gioffre and I care about the environment in Westernport Bay.
The Westernport is one of the most beautiful coastal regions that’s frequented by
Australian fur seals, whales and dolphins, as well as many migratory waders and
seabirds. We have enough industrialisation keep this bay pristine, beautiful and safe
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning
for the opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the
Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues
which should deem this proposal unacceptable under its current form and that I will
point to in my submission but the issue that concerns me most is the impact on our
internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife. A new fossil fuel project like the
gas import terminal which AGL is proposing would introduce new risks to the local
community and visitors to the area. These risks include exposing people to toxic
hydrocarbons which may leak from the facility and increased risk of accidental fire
and explosion as noted in EES Technical Report K. The nearest homes to the import
facility are about 1.5 kms away and Wooleys Beach is also close to the site. AGL have
completed only preliminary quantitative risk assessments on these risks and have
deemed the risk acceptable on that basis. It is not acceptable to present preliminary
studies and the EES should not continue until we have an independent expert to
provide final risk assessments. Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent
region in all of Australia. People come to see the little penguins and the migrating
Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other incredible marine and
wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas
tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of
the area and be inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected
wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination. Wetlands
are among the most biodiverse ecosystems on earth. They combine land and water
which allows them to be home to at least 1350 species including migratory birds like
the critically endangered Orange-Bellied Parrot. Half of the Westernport Bay
wetland is made up of seagrass beds which are a nursery site for prawns and fish.
Westernport Bay is also the most significant site for mangroves in Victoria.
Mangroves stabilise sediment and protect the shoreline from erosion. The shoreline
directly around the Crib Point jetty is an extensive mangrove stand. Wetlands should
be protected as a key habitat for an incredible array of plants and animals rather
than being subject to potentially damaging projects like this gas import terminal
proposed by AGL. If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres
of chlorinated water into the Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on
marine wildlife. There is so
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I object on the grounds of environmental impact particularly on the impact of
migratory birds which use the wetlands. Western Port’s Ramsar wetlands are a
crucial part of the ecosystem of the area. Migratory birds travel there from as far
away as Alaska, Siberia, China and Japan and there is an obligation to protect these
wetlands. This is a world renowned area and biosphere. There will also be an
impact on native flora and fauna over a wide area. What are the effects of
groundwater in this area?
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My name is Stu Mitchell and I live in the Westernport Bay area. Western port is a
unique and very important ecosystem. It is the home of a wonderful array of sea life
and wildlife and although close to Melbourne remains largely unchanged. Let’s leave
it that way! I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister
for Planning for the opportunity to make a submission to the environment
assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a
variety of issues which should deem this proposal unacceptable under its current
form and that I will point to in my submission but the issue that concerns me most is
the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife. A new fossil fuel
project like the gas import terminal which AGL is proposing would introduce new
risks to the local community and visitors to the area. These risks include exposing
people to toxic hydrocarbons which may leak from the facility and increased risk of
accidental fire and explosion as noted in EES Technical Report K. The nearest homes
to the import facility are about 1.5 kms away and Wooleys Beach is also close to the
site. AGL have completed only preliminary quantitative risk assessments on these
risks and have deemed the risk acceptable on that basis. It is not acceptable to
present preliminary studies and the EES should not continue until we have an
independent expert to provide final risk assessments. Phillip Island is the second
most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come to see the little
penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other
incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in
the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will
undermine the beauty of the area and be inconsistent with the perception that it is a
pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist
destination. Wetlands are among the most biodiverse ecosystems on earth. They
combine land and water which allows them to be home to at least 1350 species
including migratory birds like the critically endangered Orange-Bellied Parrot. Half of
the Westernport Bay wetland is made up of seagrass beds which are a nursery site
for prawns and fish. Westernport Bay is also the most significant site for mangroves
in Victoria. Mangroves stabilise sediment and protect the shoreline from erosion.
The shoreline directly around the Crib Point jetty is an extensive mangrove stand.
Wetlands should be protected as a key habitat for an incredible array of plants and
animals rather than being subject to potentially damaging projects like this gas
import terminal proposed by AGL. If the project is approved AGL could dump up to
468 million litres of chlorinated water into the Bay each day which could have a
disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know about how
this cold chlorinated wastewater

Submission Cover Sheet
Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee EES

3329

Request to be heard?: No
Full Name:

Jane White

Organisation:
Address of affected property:

French Island

Attachment 1:
Attachment 2:
Attachment 3:
Submission:

My name is Jane White and I live in the Westernport Bay area. My partner and I
own a 100 acre property surrounded by national park on French Island. It\'s teeming
with unique wildlife - in fact the whole island is unique in the complete ecosystem it
provides so close to Melbourne. We don\'t want to lose it! I thank the Crib Point
Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the opportunity to
make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty
and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this
proposal unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to in my
submission but the issue that concerns me most is the impact on our internationally
recognised wetlands and wildlife. A new fossil fuel project like the gas import
terminal which AGL is proposing would introduce new risks to the local community
and visitors to the area. These risks include exposing people to toxic hydrocarbons
which may leak from the facility and increased risk of accidental fire and explosion
as noted in EES Technical Report K. The nearest homes to the import facility are
about 1.5 kms away and Wooleys Beach is also close to the site. AGL have
completed only preliminary quantitative risk assessments on these risks and have
deemed the risk acceptable on that basis. It is not acceptable to present preliminary
studies and the EES should not continue until we have an independent expert to
provide final risk assessments. Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent
region in all of Australia. People come to see the little penguins and the migrating
Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other incredible marine and
wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas
tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of
the area and be inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected
wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination. Wetlands
are among the most biodiverse ecosystems on earth. They combine land and water
which allows them to be home to at least 1350 species including migratory birds like
the critically endangered Orange-Bellied Parrot. Half of the Westernport Bay
wetland is made up of seagrass beds which are a nursery site for prawns and fish.
Westernport Bay is also the most significant site for mangroves in Victoria.
Mangroves stabilise sediment and protect the shoreline from erosion. The shoreline
directly around the Crib Point jetty is an extensive mangrove stand. Wetlands should
be protected as a key habitat for an incredible array of plants and animals rather
than being subject to potentially damaging projects like this gas import terminal
proposed by AGL. If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres
of chlorinated water into the Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on
marine wildlife. Thank you, Jane White
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My name is Sarah Hudson and I care about the environment in Westernport Bay.
I may not be a frequent visitor of Westernport Bay, however, I am a citizen of Victoria and of our
Earth. This will not just affect those living near the Bay, but have chain effects - negatively impacting
the climate and marine life. All will suffer!
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the
opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty
and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this proposal unacceptable
under its current form and that I will point to in my submission but the issue that concerns me most
is the negative impact on greenhouse gas emissions in Victoria.
A new fossil fuel project like the gas import terminal which AGL is proposing would introduce new
risks to the local community and visitors to the area. These risks include exposing people to toxic
hydrocarbons which may leak from the facility and increased risk of accidental fire and explosion as
noted in EES Technical Report K. The nearest homes to the import facility are about 1.5 kms away
and Wooleys Beach is also close to the site. AGL have completed only preliminary quantitative risk
assessments on these risks and have deemed the risk acceptable on that basis. It is not acceptable to
present preliminary studies and the EES should not continue until we have an independent expert to
provide final risk assessments.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come to see the
little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other incredible
marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas
tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of the area and be
inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip
Island as a popular tourist destination.
Recent research has shown that wetlands have the potential to capture and store large amounts of
carbon for hundreds of years. Wetlands should be protected and enhanced for their role in the fight
against climate change rather than being subject to potentially damaging projects like this gas
import terminal proposed by AGL. In Victoria we have already bulldozed or drained most of our
freshwater wetlands which has contributed to the loss of approximately 35 per cent of wetlands
worldwide between 1970-2015. We cannot afford to lose any more as we face the climate crisis.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into the Bay
each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know
about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The impact
modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate.
Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high conservation value
areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State Environment Protection Policy (Waters). AGL has
so far been unsuccessful in their attempts to weaken these laws. Combining the poor impact
assessments and the fact that the plan currently does not meet the legal requirements this proposal
should not continue.
Wetlands contain a disproportionate amount of the soil carbon on our planet. Wetlands are
responsible for storing between 20 and 30 per cent of global soil carbon despite occupying only
around 5 and 8 per cent of the surface of the Earth. Protecting wetlands such as Westernport Bay
Ramsar site should be a priority to prevent the release of vast quantities of carbon pollution to the
atmosphere. This is particularly important as a defense against the impacts of climate change.

Small marine organisms which make up the foundations of the ecosystem - like plankton and fish
eggs - would be the most impacted by this proposal. Locally they would be unable to escape being
pulled into the ship intake and being subjected to chlorine levels far above safe levels. The impact is
likely to be significant with nearly half a billion litres of water being drawn into the intakes each day.
This enormous quantity of colder chlorinated water would be dumped back into the Bay and
disperse with the current thereby further affecting marine wildlife.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment assessment of the Crib
Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined above, the negative impact on
greenhouse gas emissions in Victoria would be unacceptable. There are many other viable, and more
suitable, options Victoria can pursue to ensure that we meet our energy needs without exposing the
precious wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique wildlife which depend on this ecosystem, or the
local community to any harm.
Sincerely,
Sarah Hudson
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My name is Leon Peterson and I care about the environment in Westernport Bay.
Its a natural beauty that has seen many generations of my family. Dont get greedy
keep it beautiful I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the
Minister for Planning for the opportunity to make a submission to the environment
assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a
variety of issues which should deem this proposal unacceptable under its current
form and that I will point to in my submission but the issue that concerns me most is
the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife. The beach and
reserve area around Crib Point jetty is a popular spot for residents and visitors alike.
Access to the reserve and surrounding areas is likely to be affected by the loss of
bush or by disruptions because of maintenance or high noise. The EES notes that
there is not a comparable reserve area nearby. The increased number of ships
coming into Westernport Bay and the strict exclusion zones will mean boaters or
sailors will have more disruptive ship traffic to contend with. Fishers will enjoy less
catch as a result of the impact of increased shipping and toxic chlorination of the
important nursery seagrass surrounding the Crib Point jetty. Phillip Island is the
second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come to see the
little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as
other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport
Bay in the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit
will undermine the beauty of the area and be inconsistent with the perception that
it is a pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular
tourist destination. Wetlands are among the most biodiverse ecosystems on earth.
They combine land and water which allows them to be home to at least 1350
species including migratory birds like the critically endangered Orange-Bellied
Parrot. Half of the Westernport Bay wetland is made up of seagrass beds which are a
nursery site for prawns and fish. Westernport Bay is also the most significant site for
mangroves in Victoria. Mangroves stabilise sediment and protect the shoreline from
erosion. The shoreline directly around the Crib Point jetty is an extensive mangrove
stand. Wetlands should be protected as a key habitat for an incredible array of
plants and animals rather than being subject to potentially damaging projects like
this gas import terminal proposed by AGL. If the project is approved AGL could
dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into the Bay each day which could
have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know about
how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The
impact modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases totally
inappropriate. Furthermore, c
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My name is Dominic Al-Mudaris and I care about the environment in Westernport
Bay. I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for
Planning for the opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment
of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of
issues which should deem this proposal unacceptable under its current form and
that I will point to in my submission but the issue that concerns me most is the
impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife. Australia has
committed to promote the conservation and wise use of wetlands as a signatory of
the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands of International Importance. This is understood
as the maintenance of their ecological character and preventing their degradation. It
is inappropriate to build and operate a gas import terminal in the middle of one of
the most precious environments in Victoria and an internationally significant
wetland. If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of
chlorinated water into the Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on
marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know about how this cold chlorinated
wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The impact modelling completed
by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate. Furthermore,
current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high conservation
value areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State Environment Protection
Policy (Waters). AGL has so far been unsuccessful in their attempts to weaken these
laws. Combining the poor impact assessments and the fact that the plan currently
does not meet the legal requirements this proposal should not continue. Millions of
Australians consider climate change not to be a threat in the distant future but a
dangerous reality we face right now. We are on track for several degrees Celsius of
warming by the end of the century if we do not curb our emissions from fossil fuels.
The plummeting costs of renewables and energy storage has rendered fossil fuel
projects not only a threat to our environment but also bad business. Corporations
like AGL should be investing more in renewables and supporting consumers to move
away from gas instead of investing in soon-to-be stranded assets. This proposal to
build a gas import terminal is not consistent with what we need to do to create a
safe climate. Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the
environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project.
As outlined above, the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and
wildlife would be unacceptable. There are many other viable, and more suitable,
options Victoria can pursue to ensure that we meet our energy needs without
exposing the precious wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique wildlife which
depend on this ecosystem, or the local community to any harm. Sincerely, Domini
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My name is Yvonne Clarnette and I care about the environment in Westernport Bay.
It’s a beautiful part of our Victorian landscape. It’s a growing community who
deserve the natural landscape and the affects on wild life could be catastrophic! I
thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning
for the opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the
Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues
which should deem this proposal unacceptable under its current form and that I will
point to in my submission but the issue that concerns me most is the impact on our
internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife. Natural environments play a
crucial role in both the mental and physical health of the communities who access
them. The potential loss of nature and access to green spaces can contribute to
mental distress and environmental grief experienced by communities who place
significance on these areas. This can detrimentally impact on the long-term mental
health of a community. Excessive exposure to noise and light pollution in areas of
recreation or among households can result in loss of sleep and irritability. As well as
increased prevalence of anxiety and a lack of ability to focus. The impacts of noise
and light pollution can result in increased prevalence of mental health conditions in
a community. Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of
Australia. People come to see the little penguins and the migrating Humpback and
Southern Right whales as well as other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The
industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating
Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of the area and be
inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This
could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination. Wetlands are among the
most biodiverse ecosystems on earth. They combine land and water which allows
them to be home to at least 1350 species including migratory birds like the critically
endangered Orange-Bellied Parrot. Half of the Westernport Bay wetland is made up
of seagrass beds which are a nursery site for prawns and fish. Westernport Bay is
also the most significant site for mangroves in Victoria. Mangroves stabilise
sediment and protect the shoreline from erosion. The shoreline directly around the
Crib Point jetty is an extensive mangrove stand. Wetlands should be protected as a
key habitat for an incredible array of plants and animals rather than being subject to
potentially damaging projects like this gas import terminal proposed by AGL. If the
project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water
into the Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife.
There is so much we do not know about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will
affect marine life in Westernport. The

My name is Yvonne Clarnette and I care about the environment in Westernport Bay.
It’s a beautiful part of our Victorian landscape. It’s a growing community who deserve the natural
landscape and the affects on wild life could be catastrophic!
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the
opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import
jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this proposal
unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to in my submission but the issue that
concerns me most is the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife.
Natural environments play a crucial role in both the mental and physical health of the
communities who access them. The potential loss of nature and access to green spaces can
contribute to mental distress and environmental grief experienced by communities who place
significance on these areas. This can detrimentally impact on the long-term mental health of a
community. Excessive exposure to noise and light pollution in areas of recreation or among
households can result in loss of sleep and irritability. As well as increased prevalence of anxiety
and a lack of ability to focus. The impacts of noise and light pollution can result in increased
prevalence of mental health conditions in a community.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come to
see the little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other
incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of
huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of
the area and be inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This
could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination.
Wetlands are among the most biodiverse ecosystems on earth. They combine land and water
which allows them to be home to at least 1350 species including migratory birds like the
critically endangered Orange-Bellied Parrot. Half of the Westernport Bay wetland is made up of
seagrass beds which are a nursery site for prawns and fish. Westernport Bay is also the most
significant site for mangroves in Victoria. Mangroves stabilise sediment and protect the
shoreline from erosion. The shoreline directly around the Crib Point jetty is an extensive
mangrove stand. Wetlands should be protected as a key habitat for an incredible array of plants
and animals rather than being subject to potentially damaging projects like this gas import
terminal proposed by AGL.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into the
Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much we do
not know about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The
impact modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases totally
inappropriate. Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high
conservation value areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State Environment Protection
Policy (Waters). AGL has so far been unsuccessful in their attempts to weaken these laws.

Combining the poor impact assessments and the fact that the plan currently does not meet the
legal requirements this proposal should not continue.
The electricity generation sector will play a key role in the transition away from fossil fuels.
Renewable energy has become the cheapest alternative for new power production. This holds
true even when renewables are backed with 6 hours of storage to guarantee that renewable
energy can be delivered when required according to the Australian Energy Market Operator and
CSIRO. The fact that firmed renewables will displace gas is becoming increasingly accepted in
the energy markets. This year AEMO adjusted its Victorian GPG annual consumption forecast
for the 2014 to 2039 period. They now assume that gas consumption will be dramatically below
what was previously thought due to a higher penetration of renewables than previously forecast.
It is concerning to see the lack of credible assessments on how noise would affect marine
wildlife. AGL acknowledge in their EES that there have been no baseline studies of the noise in
Westernport Bay. They have also not tested the impact of noise in Westernport Bay itself nor
the noise produced by a berthed FSRU. Even with these inadequate studies the EES states that
underwater sound would elicit behavioural changes in dolphins and mask the communication of
whales in the area. The noise would also deter fish and other marine animals from foraging
nearby which would affect the important ecosystem around Crib Point.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment assessment of the
Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined above, the impact on our
internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife would be unacceptable. There are many other
viable, and more suitable, options Victoria can pursue to ensure that we meet our energy needs
without exposing the precious wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique wildlife which depend
on this ecosystem, or the local community to any harm.
Sincerely,
Yvonne Clarnette
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My name is Karla Laidlaw and I care about the environment in Westernport Bay. we
want to protect what doesn’t have a voice. People seem to be forgetting about how
the ecosystem works, and that everything has importance. Why risk it...It’s selfish
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My name is Sarah Oliveira and I care about the environment in Westernport Bay. I
care about the environment. I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee
and the Minister for Planning for the opportunity to make a submission to the
environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project.
There are a variety of issues which should deem this proposal unacceptable under its
current form and that I will point to in my submission but the issue that concerns me
most is the impact on the local community. A new fossil fuel project like the gas
import terminal which AGL is proposing would introduce new risks to the local
community and visitors to the area. These risks include exposing people to toxic
hydrocarbons which may leak from the facility and increased risk of accidental fire
and explosion as noted in EES Technical Report K. The nearest homes to the import
facility are about 1.5 kms away and Wooleys Beach is also close to the site. AGL have
completed only preliminary quantitative risk assessments on these risks and have
deemed the risk acceptable on that basis. It is not acceptable to present preliminary
studies and the EES should not continue until we have an independent expert to
provide final risk assessments. Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent
region in all of Australia. People come to see the little penguins and the migrating
Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other incredible marine and
wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas
tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of
the area and be inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected
wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination. Wetlands
are among the most biodiverse ecosystems on earth. They combine land and water
which allows them to be home to at least 1350 species including migratory birds like
the critically endangered Orange-Bellied Parrot. Half of the Westernport Bay
wetland is made up of seagrass beds which are a nursery site for prawns and fish.
Westernport Bay is also the most significant site for mangroves in Victoria.
Mangroves stabilise sediment and protect the shoreline from erosion. The shoreline
directly around the Crib Point jetty is an extensive mangrove stand. Wetlands should
be protected as a key habitat for an incredible array of plants and animals rather
than being subject to potentially damaging projects like this gas import terminal
proposed by AGL. If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres
of chlorinated water into the Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on
marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know about how this cold chlorinated
wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The impact modelling completed
by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate. Furthermore,
current Victorian laws prohibit th
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My name is Alexandra Mullins and I care about the environment in Westernport
Bay. I enjoy and care deeply about all of Australia’s natural environment. I would be
devastated to see it ruined from man made construction, especially something as
harsh as a gas import terminal I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory
Committee and the Minister for Planning for the opportunity to make a submission
to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline
project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this proposal unacceptable
under its current form and that I will point to in my submission but the issue that
concerns me most is the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and
wildlife. Natural environments play a crucial role in both the mental and physical
health of the communities who access them. The potential loss of nature and access
to green spaces can contribute to mental distress and environmental grief
experienced by communities who place significance on these areas. This can
detrimentally impact on the long-term mental health of a community. Excessive
exposure to noise and light pollution in areas of recreation or among households can
result in loss of sleep and irritability. As well as increased prevalence of anxiety and a
lack of ability to focus. The impacts of noise and light pollution can result in
increased prevalence of mental health conditions in a community. Phillip Island is
the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come to see
the little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well
as other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport
Bay in the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit
will undermine the beauty of the area and be inconsistent with the perception that
it is a pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular
tourist destination. Recent research has shown that wetlands have the potential to
capture and store large amounts of carbon for hundreds of years. Wetlands should
be protected and enhanced for their role in the fight against climate change rather
than being subject to potentially damaging projects like this gas import terminal
proposed by AGL. In Victoria we have already bulldozed or drained most of our
freshwater wetlands which has contributed to the loss of approximately 35 per cent
of wetlands worldwide between 1970-2015. We cannot afford to lose any more as
we face the climate crisis. If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468
million litres of chlorinated water into the Bay each day which could have a
disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know about how
this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The impact
modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases totally
inappropriate. Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the discha
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My name is Tim Beattie and I care about the environment in Westernport Bay.
I spent a good deal of my childhood on Phillip Island and enjoying recreation in the Bay. I
love its simple beauty.
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the
opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import
jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this proposal
unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to in my submission but the issue
that concerns me most is the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife.
A new fossil fuel project like the gas import terminal which AGL is proposing would
introduce new risks to the local community and visitors to the area. These risks include
exposing people to toxic hydrocarbons which may leak from the facility and increased risk of
accidental fire and explosion as noted in EES Technical Report K. The nearest homes to the
import facility are about 1.5 kms away and Wooleys Beach is also close to the site. AGL
have completed only preliminary quantitative risk assessments on these risks and have
deemed the risk acceptable on that basis. It is not acceptable to present preliminary studies
and the EES should not continue until we have an independent expert to provide final risk
assessments.
While I do not think this will impact tourism and recreation significantly it will still
undermine decades-long efforts to regenerate Westernport Bay. Westernport Bay has been
considered an industrial area in the past but that perception has been steadily shifting. More
and more people now regard the Bay as a site of high ecological and recreational importance.
The gas import terminal proposal would be a step backwards for this perception and may
derail efforts to protect the further enhance the area for the environment and for recreational
users.
Recent research has shown that wetlands have the potential to capture and store large
amounts of carbon for hundreds of years. Wetlands should be protected and enhanced for
their role in the fight against climate change rather than being subject to potentially damaging
projects like this gas import terminal proposed by AGL. In Victoria we have already
bulldozed or drained most of our freshwater wetlands which has contributed to the loss of
approximately 35 per cent of wetlands worldwide between 1970-2015. We cannot afford to
lose any more as we face the climate crisis.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into
the Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much
we do not know about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in
Westernport. The impact modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some
cases totally inappropriate. Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of
wastewater in high conservation value areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State
Environment Protection Policy (Waters). AGL has so far been unsuccessful in their attempts
to weaken these laws. Combining the poor impact assessments and the fact that the plan
currently does not meet the legal requirements this proposal should not continue.
The EES submitted by AGL grossly underestimates the potential for reducing our demand for
gas in Victoria. Victoria could reduce its gas consumption by between 98 and 113 petajoules
by 2030 through using existing technology and targeted economic support according to a

recent report written by energy consultants Northmore Gordon. With the right government
policies Victoria could meet its energy needs without new gas including new gas fields or gas
import terminals like that proposed by AGL for Westernport Bay. These measures will lower
energy costs for consumers and reduce emissions under most scenarios. This is the case even
when a lot of our electricity is generated by fossil fuels but will become even cheaper and
less polluting as more of our electricity is generated through renewables.
Large ships like LNG tankers have been recorded as having hit whales and other marine
mammals. The EES has grossly underreported the chance of whale strike at 1-in-2500 per
year. Using their own figures the actual calculated risk is 1-in-326. This means a 1-in-16
chance over the proposed 20-year lifespan. It is likely that these numbers are conservative
because the number of whales observed with injuries consistent with ship strike is higher than
the number of strikes reported by shipping operators. The conclusion that a ship strike would
have a low consequence to the visiting Southern Right whale population is inconsistent with
the Conservation Management Plan for Southern Right whales.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment assessment of the
Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined above, the impact on our
internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife would be unacceptable. There are many
other viable, and more suitable, options Victoria can pursue to ensure that we meet our
energy needs without exposing the precious wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique wildlife
which depend on this ecosystem, or the local community to any harm.
Sincerely,
Tim Beattie
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Your submission: My name is Kathie Sampson and I live in the Westernport Bay
area. I love the area: it’s burdlife, wildlife, flora and community. It deserves
preservation, I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the
Minister for Planning for the opportunity to make a submission to the environment
assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a
variety of issues which should deem this proposal unacceptable under its current
form and that I will point to in my submission but the issue that concerns me most is
the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife. The beach and
reserve area around Crib Point jetty is a popular spot for residents and visitors alike.
Access to the reserve and surrounding areas is likely to be affected by the loss of
bush or by disruptions because of maintenance or high noise. The EES notes that
there is not a comparable reserve area nearby. The increased number of ships
coming into Westernport Bay and the strict exclusion zones will mean boaters or
sailors will have more disruptive ship traffic to contend with. Fishers will enjoy less
catch as a result of the impact of increased shipping and toxic chlorination of the
important nursery seagrass surrounding the Crib Point jetty. Phillip Island is the
second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come to see the
little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as
other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport
Bay in the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit
will undermine the beauty of the area and be inconsistent with the perception that
it is a pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular
tourist destination. Wetlands are among the most biodiverse ecosystems on earth.
They combine land and water which allows them to be home to at least 1350
species including migratory birds like the critically endangered Orange-Bellied
Parrot. Half of the Westernport Bay wetland is made up of seagrass beds which are a
nursery site for prawns and fish. Westernport Bay is also the most significant site for
mangroves in Victoria. Mangroves stabilise sediment and protect the shoreline from
erosion. The shoreline directly around the Crib Point jetty is an extensive mangrove
stand. Wetlands should be protected as a key habitat for an incredible array of
plants and animals rather than being subject to potentially damaging projects like
this gas import terminal proposed by AGL. If the project is approved AGL could
dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into the Bay each day which could
have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know about
how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The
impact modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases totally
inappropriate. Furthermore, current
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I don’t understand how building this is legal! Much of the area is protected. To
support building this in such a delicate ecosystem would be such a terrible mistake.
Common and bottle nose dolphins, weedy sea dragons, Australasian fur seals, they’ll
all be harmed by this. Invest your money else where, because we don’t want this.
Dominic
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My name is Sarah Tolson and I care about the environment in Westernport Bay
because it is a naturally beautiful environment that needs to be saved for the benefit
of all of us. I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister
for Planning for the opportunity to make a submission to the environment
assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a
variety of issues which should deem this proposal unacceptable under its current
form and that I will point to in my submission but the issue that concerns me most is
the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife. Natural
environments play a crucial role in both the mental and physical health of the
communities who access them. The potential loss of nature and access to green
spaces can contribute to mental distress and environmental grief experienced by
communities who place significance on these areas. This can detrimentally impact
on the long-term mental health of a community. Excessive exposure to noise and
light pollution in areas of recreation or among households can result in loss of sleep
and irritability. As well as increased prevalence of anxiety and a lack of ability to
focus. The impacts of noise and light pollution can result in increased prevalence of
mental health conditions in a community. Phillip Island is the second most tourismdependent region in all of Australia. People come to see the little penguins and the
migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other incredible marine
and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of huge
gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty
of the area and be inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected
wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination. Recent
research has shown that wetlands have the potential to capture and store large
amounts of carbon for hundreds of years. Wetlands should be protected and
enhanced for their role in the fight against climate change rather than being subject
to potentially damaging projects like this gas import terminal proposed by AGL. In
Victoria we have already bulldozed or drained most of our freshwater wetlands
which has contributed to the loss of approximately 35 per cent of wetlands
worldwide between 1970-2015. We cannot afford to lose any more as we face the
climate crisis. If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of
chlorinated water into the Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on
marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know about how this cold chlorinated
wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The impact modelling completed
by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate. Furthermore,
current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high conservation
value areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State E
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being subjected to chlorine levels far above safe levels. The impact is likely to be
significant with nearly half a billion litres of water being drawn into the intakes each
day. This enormous quantity of colder chlorinated water would be dumped back into
the Bay and disperse with the current thereby further affecting marine wildlife.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment
assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined
above, the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife would be
unacceptable. There are many other viable, and more suitable, options Victoria can
pursue to ensure that we meet our energy needs without exposing the precious
wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique wildlife which depend on this ecosystem,
or the local community to any harm. Sincerely, Laura Cuttriss
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My name is Jess Hobbs and I care about the environment in Westernport Bay.
We are in a crucial time and need to stop using fossil fuels
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the
opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import
jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this proposal
unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to in my submission but the issue that
concerns me most is the negative impact on greenhouse gas emissions in Victoria.
Natural environments play a crucial role in both the mental and physical health of the
communities who access them. The potential loss of nature and access to green spaces can
contribute to mental distress and environmental grief experienced by communities who place
significance on these areas. This can detrimentally impact on the long-term mental health of a
community. Excessive exposure to noise and light pollution in areas of recreation or among
households can result in loss of sleep and irritability. As well as increased prevalence of anxiety
and a lack of ability to focus. The impacts of noise and light pollution can result in increased
prevalence of mental health conditions in a community.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come to
see the little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other
incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of
huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of
the area and be inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This
could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination.
Recent research has shown that wetlands have the potential to capture and store large amounts
of carbon for hundreds of years. Wetlands should be protected and enhanced for their role in
the fight against climate change rather than being subject to potentially damaging projects like
this gas import terminal proposed by AGL. In Victoria we have already bulldozed or drained
most of our freshwater wetlands which has contributed to the loss of approximately 35 per cent
of wetlands worldwide between 1970-2015. We cannot afford to lose any more as we face the
climate crisis.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into the
Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much we do
not know about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The
impact modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases totally
inappropriate. Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high
conservation value areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State Environment Protection
Policy (Waters). AGL has so far been unsuccessful in their attempts to weaken these laws.
Combining the poor impact assessments and the fact that the plan currently does not meet the
legal requirements this proposal should not continue.

Millions of Australians consider climate change not to be a threat in the distant future but a
dangerous reality we face right now. We are on track for several degrees Celsius of warming by
the end of the century if we do not curb our emissions from fossil fuels. The plummeting costs of
renewables and energy storage has rendered fossil fuel projects not only a threat to our
environment but also bad business. Corporations like AGL should be investing more in
renewables and supporting consumers to move away from gas instead of investing in
soon-to-be stranded assets. This proposal to build a gas import terminal is not consistent with
what we need to do to create a safe climate.
Small marine organisms which make up the foundations of the ecosystem - like plankton and
fish eggs - would be the most impacted by this proposal. Locally they would be unable to
escape being pulled into the ship intake and being subjected to chlorine levels far above safe
levels. The impact is likely to be significant with nearly half a billion litres of water being drawn
into the intakes each day. This enormous quantity of colder chlorinated water would be dumped
back into the Bay and disperse with the current thereby further affecting marine wildlife.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment assessment of the
Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined above, the negative impact on
greenhouse gas emissions in Victoria would be unacceptable. There are many other viable, and
more suitable, options Victoria can pursue to ensure that we meet our energy needs without
exposing the precious wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique wildlife which depend on this
ecosystem, or the local community to any harm.
Sincerely,
Jess Hobbs

My name is Catherine Rogerson and I live in the Westernport Bay area.
Westernport Bay forms part of the amazing natural Bass Coast - beautiful in its untouched
and peaceful natural state. I work in Newhaven, which sits between Westernport Bay and the
ocean, via the channel that runs between Newhaven and San Remo.
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the
opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import
jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this proposal
unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to in my submission but the issue
that concerns me most is the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife.
The beach and reserve area around Crib Point jetty is a popular spot for residents and
visitors alike. Access to the reserve and surrounding areas is likely to be affected by the loss
of bush or by disruptions because of maintenance or high noise. The EES notes that there is
not a comparable reserve area nearby. The increased number of ships coming into
Westernport Bay and the strict exclusion zones will mean boaters or sailors will have more
disruptive ship traffic to contend with. Fishers will enjoy less catch as a result of the impact
of increased shipping and toxic chlorination of the important nursery seagrass surrounding
the Crib Point jetty.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come
to see the little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as
other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the
form of huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the
beauty of the area and be inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected
wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination.
Recent research has shown that wetlands have the potential to capture and store large
amounts of carbon for hundreds of years. Wetlands should be protected and enhanced for
their role in the fight against climate change rather than being subject to potentially
damaging projects like this gas import terminal proposed by AGL. In Victoria we have
already bulldozed or drained most of our freshwater wetlands which has contributed to the
loss of approximately 35 per cent of wetlands worldwide between 1970-2015. We cannot
afford to lose any more as we face the climate crisis.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into
the Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much
we do not know about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in
Westernport. The impact modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some
cases totally inappropriate. Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of
wastewater in high conservation value areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State
Environment Protection Policy (Waters). AGL has so far been unsuccessful in their attempts
to weaken these laws. Combining the poor impact assessments and the fact that the plan
currently does not meet the legal requirements this proposal should not continue.
Wetlands contain a disproportionate amount of the soil carbon on our planet. Wetlands are
responsible for storing between 20 and 30 per cent of global soil carbon despite occupying
only around 5 and 8 per cent of the surface of the Earth. Protecting wetlands such as
Westernport Bay Ramsar site should be a priority to prevent the release of vast quantities of

carbon pollution to the atmosphere. This is particularly important as a defense against the
impacts of climate change.
It is concerning to see the lack of credible assessments on how noise would affect marine
wildlife. AGL acknowledge in their EES that there have been no baseline studies of the noise
in Westernport Bay. They have also not tested the impact of noise in Westernport Bay itself
nor the noise produced by a berthed FSRU. Even with these inadequate studies the EES
states that underwater sound would elicit behavioural changes in dolphins and mask the
communication of whales in the area. The noise would also deter fish and other marine
animals from foraging nearby which would affect the important ecosystem around Crib
Point.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment assessment of the
Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined above, the impact on our
internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife would be unacceptable. There are many
other viable, and more suitable, options Victoria can pursue to ensure that we meet our
energy needs without exposing the precious wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique wildlife
which depend on this ecosystem, or the local community to any harm.
Sincerely,
Catherine Rogerson
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My name is Alice Forrest and I care about the environment in Westernport Bay. It’s
important habitat for wildlife, and the wetland and surrounding ecosystem are
valuable not just for the animals but for the people who live in the area. I thank the
Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the
opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point
gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should
deem this proposal unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to in my
submission but the issue that concerns me most is the impact on our internationally
recognised wetlands and wildlife. The beach and reserve area around Crib Point
jetty is a popular spot for residents and visitors alike. Access to the reserve and
surrounding areas is likely to be affected by the loss of bush or by disruptions
because of maintenance or high noise. The EES notes that there is not a comparable
reserve area nearby. The increased number of ships coming into Westernport Bay
and the strict exclusion zones will mean boaters or sailors will have more disruptive
ship traffic to contend with. Fishers will enjoy less catch as a result of the impact of
increased shipping and toxic chlorination of the important nursery seagrass
surrounding the Crib Point jetty. Phillip Island is the second most tourismdependent region in all of Australia. People come to see the little penguins and the
migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other incredible marine
and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of huge
gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty
of the area and be inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected
wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination. Recent
research has shown that wetlands have the potential to capture and store large
amounts of carbon for hundreds of years. Wetlands should be protected and
enhanced for their role in the fight against climate change rather than being subject
to potentially damaging projects like this gas import terminal proposed by AGL. In
Victoria we have already bulldozed or drained most of our freshwater wetlands
which has contributed to the loss of approximately 35 per cent of wetlands
worldwide between 1970-2015. If the project is approved AGL could dump up to
468 million litres of chlorinated water into the Bay each day which could have a
disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know about how
this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. As outlined
above, the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife would be
unacceptable. There are many other viable, and more suitable, options Victoria can
pursue to ensure that we meet our energy needs. Sincerely, Alice Forrest
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Your submission:
My name is Sarah Nicholas and I visit Westernport Bay often.
I have sailed dinghies in Westernport Bay since the late 1960's initially with my parents and
siblings, then multi-generationally with my young children and their grandparents and now
with teenagers and friends. We love the dolphins that join us as we play! Sometimes we sail
out little dinghy almost all the way to Philip Island from places like Balnarring. Shipping
traffic is likely to be a threat to our passive use of beautiful Westernport Bay.
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the
opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import
jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this proposal
unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to in my submission but the issues
that concern me most are the increased reliance on gas for our energy needs when there are
renewable and clean alternatives that need investment and the impact on our internationally
recognised wetlands and wildlife.
The beach and reserve area around Crib Point jetty is a popular spot for residents and
visitors alike. Access to the reserve and surrounding areas is likely to be affected by the loss
of bush or by disruptions because of maintenance or high noise. The EES notes that there is
not a comparable reserve area nearby. The increased number of ships coming into
Westernport Bay and the strict exclusion zones will mean boaters or sailors will have more
disruptive ship traffic to contend with. Fishers will enjoy less catch as a result of the impact
of increased shipping and toxic chlorination of the important nursery seagrass surrounding
the Crib Point jetty.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come
to see the little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as
other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the
form of huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the
beauty of the area and be inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected
wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination.
Wetlands are among the most biodiverse ecosystems on earth. They combine land and water
which allows them to be home to at least 1350 species including migratory birds like the
critically endangered Orange-Bellied Parrot. Half of the Westernport Bay wetland is made
up of seagrass beds which are a nursery site for prawns and fish. Westernport Bay is also the
most significant site for mangroves in Victoria. Mangroves stabilise sediment and protect the
shoreline from erosion. The shoreline directly around the Crib Point jetty is an extensive
mangrove stand. Wetlands should be protected as a key habitat for an incredible array of
plants and animals rather than being subject to potentially damaging projects like this gas
import terminal proposed by AGL.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into
the Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much
we do not know about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in
Westernport. The impact modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some
cases totally inappropriate. Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of
wastewater in high conservation value areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State

Environment Protection Policy (Waters). AGL has so far been unsuccessful in their attempts
to weaken these laws. Combining the poor impact assessments and the fact that the plan
currently does not meet the legal requirements this proposal should not continue.
The EES submitted by AGL grossly underestimates the potential for reducing our demand for
gas in Victoria. Victoria could reduce its gas consumption by between 98 and 113 petajoules
by 2030 through using existing technology and targeted economic support according to a
recent report written by energy consultants Northmore Gordon. With the right government
policies Victoria could meet its energy needs without new gas including new gas fields or gas
import terminals like that proposed by AGL for Westernport Bay. These measures will lower
energy costs for consumers and reduce emissions under most scenarios. This is the case even
when a lot of our electricity is generated by fossil fuels but will become even cheaper and less
polluting as more of our electricity is generated through renewables.
It is concerning to see the lack of credible assessments on how noise would affect marine
wildlife. AGL acknowledge in their EES that there have been no baseline studies of the noise
in Westernport Bay. They have also not tested the impact of noise in Westernport Bay itself
nor the noise produced by a berthed FSRU. Even with these inadequate studies the EES
states that underwater sound would elicit behavioural changes in dolphins and mask the
communication of whales in the area. The noise would also deter fish and other marine
animals from foraging nearby which would affect the important ecosystem around Crib
Point.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment assessment of the
Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined above, the impact on our
internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife would be unacceptable. There are many
other viable, and more suitable, options Victoria can pursue to ensure that we meet our
energy needs without exposing the precious wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique wildlife
which depend on this ecosystem, or the local community to any harm.
Sincerely,
Sarah Nicholas
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I Strongly object to the proposed Gas Factory in Western Port Victoria for these
reasons. It is insane to pump up to 480.000 litres of water out of the bay and return
7c colder and chlorinated, which is a deadly poison. Why, when we are the 2nd
exporters of gas in the world is this a just proposal. A lengthy review by
INDEPENDENT Marine and Environmental Scientists should be conducted and their
findings made public prior to any consideration of this proposal. Governments
MUST at all times look at the massive consequences to this beautiful area. Sea life
polluted, massive tankers and noise pollution of pumps . Phillip Island relies solely
on Tourism . The main attraction The Penguin Parade and the pristine countryside
full of nature. To consider mass benefits for AGL and the coffers of state
government over the environment and welfare of Rural Victoria is to see the death
of a once thriving part of Victoria. Please consider the people's voice as well as the
science of objection from environmental bodies. What is needed is to consider all
aspects and only then can you justify the outcome. Thanking you, Ella Hayes.
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To whom it concerns, I would like to show my opposition to the AGL Westernport
Natural Gas plan. The government needs to show some leadership to steer the
states dependency on fossils fuels towards more renewable means. I believe the
development of the AGL proposal is a step in the wrong direction in regards the
future energy mix of the state of Victoria. We need to head towards a net Zero
carbon environment, not invest in the status quo. Regards Richard Hutchinson

To whom it concerns,
I would like to show my opposition to the AGL Westernport Natural Gas plan. The government
needs to show some leadership to steer the states dependency on fossils fuels towards more
renewable means. I believe the development of the AGL proposal is a step in the wrong direction in
regards the future energy mix of the state of Victoria. We need to head towards a net Zero carbon
environment, not invest in the status quo.

Regards
Richard Hutchinson
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My name is Luca Calabrese and I live in the Westernport Bay area. It is a rare
pristine part of the world which is unique and home to my young family, a 1and 3
year old. We love our lifestyle of fishing and boating and going to safe and clean
beaches. My concern is my grandkids won\'t have this for the future. I thank the
Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the
opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point
gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should
deem this proposal unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to in my
submission but the issue that concerns me most is the impact on our internationally
recognised wetlands and wildlife. The beach and reserve area around Crib Point
jetty is a popular spot for residents and visitors alike. Access to the reserve and
surrounding areas is likely to be affected by the loss of bush or by disruptions
because of maintenance or high noise. The EES notes that there is not a comparable
reserve area nearby. The increased number of ships coming into Westernport Bay
and the strict exclusion zones will mean boaters or sailors will have more disruptive
ship traffic to contend with. Fishers will enjoy less catch as a result of the impact of
increased shipping and toxic chlorination of the important nursery seagrass
surrounding the Crib Point jetty. Phillip Island is the second most tourismdependent region in all of Australia. People come to see the little penguins and the
migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other incredible marine
and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of huge
gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty
of the area and be inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected
wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination. Wetlands
are among the most biodiverse ecosystems on earth. They combine land and water
which allows them to be home to at least 1350 species including migratory birds like
the critically endangered Orange-Bellied Parrot. Half of the Westernport Bay
wetland is made up of seagrass beds which are a nursery site for prawns and fish.
Westernport Bay is also the most significant site for mangroves in Victoria.
Mangroves stabilise sediment and protect the shoreline from erosion. The shoreline
directly around the Crib Point jetty is an extensive mangrove stand. Wetlands should
be protected as a key habitat for an incredible array of plants and animals rather
than being subject to potentially damaging projects like this gas import terminal
proposed by AGL. If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres
of chlorinated water into the Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on
marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know about how this cold chlorinated
wastewater will affect marine lif
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My name is Tom Milledge and I care about the environment in Westernport Bay.
Westernport bay is a vital resource and amenity for surfers, fishermen and other
recreational water people, as well as a wide variety of flora and fauna that make up
the local ecosytem. I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the
Minister for Planning for the opportunity to make a submission to the environment
assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a
variety of issues which should deem this proposal unacceptable under its current
form and that I will point to in my submission but the issue that concerns me most is
the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife. The beach and
reserve area around Crib Point jetty is a popular spot for residents and visitors alike.
Access to the reserve and surrounding areas is likely to be affected by the loss of
bush or by disruptions because of maintenance or high noise. The EES notes that
there is not a comparable reserve area nearby. The increased number of ships
coming into Westernport Bay and the strict exclusion zones will mean boaters or
sailors will have more disruptive ship traffic to contend with. Fishers will enjoy less
catch as a result of the impact of increased shipping and toxic chlorination of the
important nursery seagrass surrounding the Crib Point jetty. Phillip Island is the
second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come to see the
little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as
other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport
Bay in the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit
will undermine the beauty of the area and be inconsistent with the perception that
it is a pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular
tourist destination. Australia has committed to promote the conservation and wise
use of wetlands as a signatory of the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands of
International Importance. This is understood as the maintenance of their ecological
character and preventing their degradation. It is inappropriate to build and operate
a gas import terminal in the middle of one of the most precious environments in
Victoria and an internationally significant wetland. If the project is approved AGL
could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into the Bay each day which
could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know
about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport.
The impact modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases
totally inappropriate. Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of
wastewater in high conservation value areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the
State Environment Protection Policy (Waters). AGL has so far been unsuccessful in
their attempts to weaken the
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My name is Emily Guy and I have family who live in Westernport Bay.
I grew up on Phillip Island and still go down there to visit my family. The planned
AGL gas terminal for Westernport could have catastrophic effects on the Island’s
wildlife
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning
for the opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib
Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which
should deem this proposal unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to
in my submission but the issue that concerns me most is the impact on our
internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife.
A new fossil fuel project like the gas import terminal which AGL is proposing would
introduce new risks to the local community and visitors to the area. These risks
include exposing people to toxic hydrocarbons which may leak from the facility and
increased risk of accidental fire and explosion as noted in EES Technical Report K.
The nearest homes to the import facility are about 1.5 kms away and Wooleys Beach
is also close to the site. AGL have completed only preliminary quantitative risk
assessments on these risks and have deemed the risk acceptable on that basis. It is
not acceptable to present preliminary studies and the EES should not continue until
we have an independent expert to provide final risk assessments.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People
come to see the little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right
whales as well as other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation
of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and
Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of the area and be inconsistent with
the perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip
Island as a popular tourist destination.
Wetlands are among the most biodiverse ecosystems on earth. They combine land
and water which allows them to be home to at least 1350 species including migratory
birds like the critically endangered Orange-Bellied Parrot. Half of the Westernport
Bay wetland is made up of seagrass beds which are a nursery site for prawns and
fish. Westernport Bay is also the most significant site for mangroves in Victoria.
Mangroves stabilise sediment and protect the shoreline from erosion. The shoreline
directly around the Crib Point jetty is an extensive mangrove stand. Wetlands should
be protected as a key habitat for an incredible array of plants and animals rather
than being subject to potentially damaging projects like this gas import terminal
proposed by AGL.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated
water into the Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife.
There is so much we do not know about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will
affect marine life in Westernport. The impact modelling completed by AGL is not
comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate. Furthermore, current
Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high conservation value areas
like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State Environment Protection Policy
(Waters). AGL has so far been unsuccessful in their attempts to weaken these laws.

Combining the poor impact assessments and the fact that the plan currently does not
meet the legal requirements this proposal should not continue.
Millions of Australians consider climate change not to be a threat in the distant future
but a dangerous reality we face right now. We are on track for several degrees
Celsius of warming by the end of the century if we do not curb our emissions from
fossil fuels. The plummeting costs of renewables and energy storage has rendered
fossil fuel projects not only a threat to our environment but also bad business.
Corporations like AGL should be investing more in renewables and supporting
consumers to move away from gas instead of investing in soon-to-be stranded
assets. This proposal to build a gas import terminal is not consistent with what we
need to do to create a safe climate.
Large ships like LNG tankers have been recorded as having hit whales and other
marine mammals. The EES has grossly underreported the chance of whale strike at
1-in-2500 per year. Using their own figures the actual calculated risk is 1-in-326. This
means a 1-in-16 chance over the proposed 20-year lifespan. It is likely that these
numbers are conservative because the number of whales observed with injuries
consistent with ship strike is higher than the number of strikes reported by shipping
operators. The conclusion that a ship strike would have a low consequence to the
visiting Southern Right whale population is inconsistent with the Conservation
Management Plan for Southern Right whales.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment
assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined
above, the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife would be
unacceptable. There are many other viable, and more suitable, options Victoria can
pursue to ensure that we meet our energy needs without exposing the precious
wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique wildlife which depend on this ecosystem, or
the local community to any harm.
Sincerely,
Emily Guy
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My name is Joanna Johnson and I live in the Westernport Bay
area.
We chose to live on Phillip Island to raise our family 22 years
ago. The reason being that the environment and the beauty of
the bay and beaches was important to allow our children to
enjoy a quality of life which is unique and beautiful.
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the
Minister for Planning for the opportunity to make a submission
to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import
jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues
which should deem this proposal unacceptable under its current
form and that I will point to in my submission but the issue that
concerns me most is the impact on our internationally
recognised wetlands and wildlife.
Natural environments play a crucial role in both the mental and
physical health of the communities who access them. The
potential loss of nature and access to green spaces can
contribute to mental distress and environmental grief
experienced by communities who place significance on these
areas. This can detrimentally impact on the long-term mental
health of a community. Excessive exposure to noise and light
pollution in areas of recreation or among households can result
in loss of sleep and irritability. As well as increased prevalence
of anxiety and a lack of ability to focus. The impacts of noise
and light pollution can result in increased prevalence of mental
health conditions in a community.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all
of Australia. People come to see the little penguins and the
migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as
other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The
industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas
tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will
undermine the beauty of the area and be inconsistent with the
perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This could
impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination.

Recent research has shown that wetlands have the potential to
capture and store large amounts of carbon for hundreds of
years. Wetlands should be protected and enhanced for their
role in the fight against climate change rather than being
subject to potentially damaging projects like this gas import
terminal proposed by AGL. In Victoria we have already
bulldozed or drained most of our freshwater wetlands which has
contributed to the loss of approximately 35 per cent of wetlands
worldwide between 1970-2015. We cannot afford to lose any
more as we face the climate crisis.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million
litres of chlorinated water into the Bay each day which could
have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much
we do not know about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will
affect marine life in Westernport. The impact modelling
completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases
totally inappropriate. Furthermore, current Victorian laws
prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high conservation value
areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State
Environment Protection Policy (Waters). AGL has so far been
unsuccessful in their attempts to weaken these laws.
Combining the poor impact assessments and the fact that the
plan currently does not meet the legal requirements this
proposal should not continue.
Wetlands contain a disproportionate amount of the soil carbon
on our planet. Wetlands are responsible for storing between 20
and 30 per cent of global soil carbon despite occupying only
around 5 and 8 per cent of the surface of the Earth. Protecting
wetlands such as Westernport Bay Ramsar site should be a
priority to prevent the release of vast quantities of carbon
pollution to the atmosphere. This is particularly important as a
defense against the impacts of climate change.
It is concerning to see the lack of credible assessments on how
noise would affect marine wildlife. AGL acknowledge in their
EES that there have been no baseline studies of the noise in
Westernport Bay. They have also not tested the impact of noise

in Westernport Bay itself nor the noise produced by a berthed
FSRU. Even with these inadequate studies the EES states that
underwater sound would elicit behavioural changes in dolphins
and mask the communication of whales in the area. The noise
would also deter fish and other marine animals from foraging
nearby which would affect the important ecosystem around Crib
Point.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the
environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and
gas pipeline project. As outlined above, the impact on our
internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife would be
unacceptable. There are many other viable, and more suitable,
options Victoria can pursue to ensure that we meet our energy
needs without exposing the precious wetlands of Westernport
Bay, the unique wildlife which depend on this ecosystem, or the
local community to any harm.
Sincerely,
Joanna Johnson
COWES
Vic 3922
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My name is Diane Price and I live in the Westernport Bay area. I have a view of the
bay and it is serene and lovely with uniquie marine life. The sea dragon that is our
state's aquatic symbol, lives there and is unique to our area. We would be putting
that at risk and perhaps annihilating a rare species. I thank the Crib Point Inquiry
and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the opportunity to make
a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and
gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this proposal
unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to in my submission but the
issue that concerns me most is the impact on our internationally recognised
wetlands and wildlife. Natural environments play a crucial role in both the mental
and physical health of the communities who access them. The potential loss of
nature and access to green spaces can contribute to mental distress and
environmental grief experienced by communities who place significance on these
areas. This can detrimentally impact on the long-term mental health of a
community. Excessive exposure to noise and light pollution in areas of recreation or
among households can result in loss of sleep and irritability. As well as increased
prevalence of anxiety and a lack of ability to focus. The impacts of noise and light
pollution can result in increased prevalence of mental health conditions in a
community. Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of
Australia. People come to see the little penguins and the migrating Humpback and
Southern Right whales as well as other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The
industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating
Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of the area and be
inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This
could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination. Wetlands are among the
most biodiverse ecosystems on earth. They combine land and water which allows
them to be home to at least 1350 species including migratory birds like the critically
endangered Orange-Bellied Parrot. Half of the Westernport Bay wetland is made up
of seagrass beds which are a nursery site for prawns and fish. Westernport Bay is
also the most significant site for mangroves in Victoria. Mangroves stabilise
sediment and protect the shoreline from erosion. The shoreline directly around the
Crib Point jetty is an extensive mangrove stand. Wetlands should be protected as a
key habitat for an incredible array of plants and animals rather than being subject to
potentially damaging projects like this gas import terminal proposed by AGL. If the
project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water
into the Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife.
Underwater sound would affect dolphins and whales.
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My name is Ilma Hackett and I live in the Westernport Bay area.
This is a significant area recognised by world authorities. The introduction of a potentially
disastrous gas terminal is madness especially when there is a move away from fossil fuels for
future power . Australia already is a major gas producer
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the
opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import
jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this proposal
unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to in my submission but the issue
that concerns me most is the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife.
Natural environments play a crucial role in both the mental and physical health of the
communities who access them. The potential loss of nature and access to green spaces can
contribute to mental distress and environmental grief experienced by communities who place
significance on these areas. This can detrimentally impact on the long-term mental health of
a community. Excessive exposure to noise and light pollution in areas of recreation or among
households can result in loss of sleep and irritability. As well as increased prevalence of
anxiety and a lack of ability to focus. The impacts of noise and light pollution can result in
increased prevalence of mental health conditions in a community.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come
to see the little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as
other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the
form of huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the
beauty of the area and be inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected
wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination.
Australia has committed to promote the conservation and wise use of wetlands as a signatory
of the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands of International Importance. This is understood as
the maintenance of their ecological character and preventing their degradation. It is
inappropriate to build and operate a gas import terminal in the middle of one of the most
precious environments in Victoria and an internationally significant wetland.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into
the Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much
we do not know about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in
Westernport. The impact modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some
cases totally inappropriate. Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of
wastewater in high conservation value areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State
Environment Protection Policy (Waters). AGL has so far been unsuccessful in their attempts
to weaken these laws. Combining the poor impact assessments and the fact that the plan
currently does not meet the legal requirements this proposal should not continue.
Wetlands contain a disproportionate amount of the soil carbon on our planet. Wetlands are
responsible for storing between 20 and 30 per cent of global soil carbon despite occupying
only around 5 and 8 per cent of the surface of the Earth. Protecting wetlands such as
Westernport Bay Ramsar site should be a priority to prevent the release of vast quantities of
carbon pollution to the atmosphere. This is particularly important as a defense against the
impacts of climate change.

Small marine organisms which make up the foundations of the ecosystem - like plankton and
fish eggs - would be the most impacted by this proposal. Locally they would be unable to
escape being pulled into the ship intake and being subjected to chlorine levels far above safe
levels. The impact is likely to be significant with nearly half a billion litres of water being
drawn into the intakes each day. This enormous quantity of colder chlorinated water would
be dumped back into the Bay and disperse with the current thereby further affecting marine
wildlife.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment assessment of the
Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined above, the impact on our
internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife would be unacceptable. There are many
other viable, and more suitable, options Victoria can pursue to ensure that we meet our
energy needs without exposing the precious wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique wildlife
which depend on this ecosystem, or the local community to any harm.
Sincerely,
Ilma Hackett
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My name is Graeme Brownfield and I visit Westernport Bay often.
My family has enjoyed many visits to the beaches, free from city pollution. I attend my
bushwalking club's walks in the area and enjoy the tranquility of its peaceful coast. I respect
the role of its ecosystem in balancing harmful activities.
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the
opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import
jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this proposal
unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to in my submission but the issue
that concerns me most is the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife.
A new fossil fuel project like the gas import terminal which AGL is proposing would
introduce new risks to the local community and visitors to the area. These risks include
exposing people to toxic hydrocarbons which may leak from the facility and increased risk of
accidental fire and explosion as noted in EES Technical Report K. The nearest homes to the
import facility are about 1.5 kms away and Wooleys Beach is also close to the site. AGL
have completed only preliminary quantitative risk assessments on these risks and have
deemed the risk acceptable on that basis. It is not acceptable to present preliminary studies
and the EES should not continue until we have an independent expert to provide final risk
assessments.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come to
see the little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as
other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the
form of huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the
beauty of the area and be inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected
wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination.
Wetlands are among the most biodiverse ecosystems on earth. They combine land and water
which allows them to be home to at least 1350 species including migratory birds like the
critically endangered Orange-Bellied Parrot. Half of the Westernport Bay wetland is made up
of seagrass beds which are a nursery site for prawns and fish. Westernport Bay is also the
most significant site for mangroves in Victoria. Mangroves stabilise sediment and protect the
shoreline from erosion. The shoreline directly around the Crib Point jetty is an extensive
mangrove stand. Wetlands should be protected as a key habitat for an incredible array of
plants and animals rather than being subject to potentially damaging projects like this gas
import terminal proposed by AGL.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into
the Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much
we do not know about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in
Westernport. The impact modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some
cases totally inappropriate. Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of
wastewater in high conservation value areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State
Environment Protection Policy (Waters). AGL has so far been unsuccessful in their attempts
to weaken these laws. Combining the poor impact assessments and the fact that the plan
currently does not meet the legal requirements this proposal should not continue.

The EES submitted by AGL grossly underestimates the potential for reducing our demand for
gas in Victoria. Victoria could reduce its gas consumption by between 98 and 113 petajoules
by 2030 through using existing technology and targeted economic support according to a
recent report written by energy consultants Northmore Gordon. With the right government
policies Victoria could meet its energy needs without new gas including new gas fields or gas
import terminals like that proposed by AGL for Westernport Bay. These measures will lower
energy costs for consumers and reduce emissions under most scenarios. This is the case even
when a lot of our electricity is generated by fossil fuels but will become even cheaper and
less polluting as more of our electricity is generated through renewables.
Small marine organisms which make up the foundations of the ecosystem - like plankton and
fish eggs - would be the most impacted by this proposal. Locally they would be unable to
escape being pulled into the ship intake and being subjected to chlorine levels far above safe
levels. The impact is likely to be significant with nearly half a billion litres of water being
drawn into the intakes each day. This enormous quantity of colder chlorinated water would
be dumped back into the Bay and disperse with the current thereby further affecting marine
wildlife.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment assessment of the
Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined above, the impact on our
internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife would be unacceptable. There are many
other viable, and more suitable, options Victoria can pursue to ensure that we meet our
energy needs without exposing the precious wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique wildlife
which depend on this ecosystem, or the local community to any harm.
Even if a case can be made for temporary, short term gas shipments in the eastern states,
there are other sites more advanced or more suitable, such as Botany Bay and an existing
facility at Geelong. The risks of harm to Westernport do not justify this proposal.
Sincerely,
Graeme Brownfield
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My name is Cameron Williams, am a resident of the Mornington Peninsula and visit Westernport Bay
often.
Westernport Bay has been an extremely important part of my life, from developing my own personal
connection with the ocean environment as a child, to employment that relies on it in it\'s natural state
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the opportunity
to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline
project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this proposal unacceptable under its current form
and that I will point to in my submission but the issue that concerns me most is the impact on the local
community.
A new fossil fuel project like the gas import terminal which AGL is proposing would introduce new risks to
the local community and visitors to the area. These risks include exposing people to toxic hydrocarbons
which may leak from the facility and increased risk of accidental fire and explosion as noted in EES
Technical Report K. The nearest homes to the import facility are about 1.5 kms away and Wooleys Beach
is also close to the site. AGL have completed only preliminary quantitative risk assessments on these risks
and have deemed the risk acceptable on that basis. It is not acceptable to present preliminary studies and
the EES should not continue until we have an independent expert to provide final risk assessments.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come to see the little
penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other incredible marine and
wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating
Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of the area and be inconsistent with the
perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip Island and the nearby
coastal towns of the Mornington Peninsula as a popular tourist destinations.
Australia has committed to promote the conservation and wise use of wetlands as a signatory of the
Ramsar Convention on Wetlands of International Importance. This is understood as the maintenance of
their ecological character and preventing their degradation. It is inappropriate to build and operate a gas
import terminal in the middle of one of the most precious environments in Victoria and an internationally
significant wetland.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into the Bay each
day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know about
how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The impact modelling
completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate. Furthermore, current
Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high conservation value areas like Westernport Bay
- clause 22 of the State Environment Protection Policy (Waters). AGL has so far been unsuccessful in their
attempts to weaken these laws. Combining the poor impact assessments and the fact that the plan
currently does not meet the legal requirements this proposal should not continue.
Millions of Australians consider climate change not to be a threat in the distant future but a dangerous
reality we face right now. We are on track for several degrees Celsius of warming by the end of the
century if we do not curb our emissions from fossil fuels. The plummeting costs of renewables and energy
storage has rendered fossil fuel projects not only a threat to our environment but also bad business.
Corporations like AGL should be investing more in renewables and supporting consumers to move away
from gas instead of investing in soon-to-be stranded assets. This proposal to build a gas import terminal
is not consistent with what we need to do to create a safe climate.

Small marine organisms which make up the foundations of the ecosystem - like plankton and fish eggs would be the most impacted by this proposal. Locally they would be unable to escape being pulled into
the ship intake and being subjected to chlorine levels far above safe levels. The impact is likely to be
significant with nearly half a billion litres of water being drawn into the intakes each day. This enormous
quantity of colder chlorinated water would be dumped back into the Bay and disperse with the current
thereby further affecting marine wildlife.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment assessment of the Crib Point
gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined above, the impact on the local community would be
unacceptable. There are many other viable, and more suitable, options Victoria can pursue to ensure that
we meet our energy needs without exposing the precious wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique wildlife
which depend on this ecosystem, or the local community to any harm.
Sincerely,
Cameron Williams
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My name is Jorja Hodgson and I live in the Westernport Bay area.
It’s part of a globally significant biosphere. It’s home to habitat not found anywhere else in the world.
It’s a stunning piece of coast line that draws tourism that would disappear if there was a big AGL
plant ruining the view.
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the
opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty
and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this proposal unacceptable
under its current form and that I will point to in my submission but the issue that concerns me most is
the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife.
A new fossil fuel project like the gas import terminal which AGL is proposing would introduce new
risks to the local community and visitors to the area. These risks include exposing people to toxic
hydrocarbons which may leak from the facility and increased risk of accidental fire and explosion as
noted in EES Technical Report K. The nearest homes to the import facility are about 1.5 kms away
and Wooleys Beach is also close to the site. AGL have completed only preliminary quantitative risk
assessments on these risks and have deemed the risk acceptable on that basis. It is not acceptable to
present preliminary studies and the EES should not continue until we have an independent expert to
provide final risk assessments.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come to see the
little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other incredible
marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas
tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of the area and be
inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip
Island as a popular tourist destination.
Australia has committed to promote the conservation and wise use of wetlands as a signatory of the
Ramsar Convention on Wetlands of International Importance. This is understood as the maintenance
of their ecological character and preventing their degradation. It is inappropriate to build and
operate a gas import terminal in the middle of one of the most precious environments in Victoria and
an internationally significant wetland.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into the Bay
each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know
about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The impact
modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate.
Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high conservation value
areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State Environment Protection Policy (Waters). AGL has
so far been unsuccessful in their attempts to weaken these laws. Combining the poor impact
assessments and the fact that the plan currently does not meet the legal requirements this proposal
should not continue.
The electricity generation sector will play a key role in the transition away from fossil fuels.
Renewable energy has become the cheapest alternative for new power production. This holds true
even when renewables are backed with 6 hours of storage to guarantee that renewable energy can
be delivered when required according to the Australian Energy Market Operator and CSIRO. The fact
that firmed renewables will displace gas is becoming increasingly accepted in the energy markets.
This year AEMO adjusted its Victorian GPG annual consumption forecast for the 2014 to 2039 period.

They now assume that gas consumption will be dramatically below what was previously thought due
to a higher penetration of renewables than previously forecast.
Small marine organisms which make up the foundations of the ecosystem - like plankton and fish
eggs - would be the most impacted by this proposal. Locally they would be unable to escape being
pulled into the ship intake and being subjected to chlorine levels far above safe levels. The impact is
likely to be significant with nearly half a billion litres of water being drawn into the intakes each day.
This enormous quantity of colder chlorinated water would be dumped back into the Bay and disperse
with the current thereby further affecting marine wildlife.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment assessment of the Crib
Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined above, the impact on our internationally
recognised wetlands and wildlife would be unacceptable. There are many other viable, and more
suitable, options Victoria can pursue to ensure that we meet our energy needs without exposing the
precious wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique wildlife which depend on this ecosystem, or the
local community to any harm.
Sincerely,
Jorja Hodgson
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My name is Caroline Dynon and I live in the Westernport Bay area.
Westernport Bay nurtures such incredibly diverse ecosystems, it would be an absolute crime to
allow for a gas import terminal to be erected right in the heart of it.
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the
opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import
jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this proposal
unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to in my submission but the issue
that concerns me most is the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife.
The beach and reserve area around Crib Point jetty is a popular spot for residents and visitors
alike. Access to the reserve and surrounding areas is likely to be affected by the loss of bush or
by disruptions because of maintenance or high noise. The EES notes that there is not a
comparable reserve area nearby. The increased number of ships coming into Westernport Bay
and the strict exclusion zones will mean boaters or sailors will have more disruptive ship
traffic to contend with. Fishers will enjoy less catch as a result of the impact of increased
shipping and toxic chlorination of the important nursery seagrass surrounding the Crib Point
jetty.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come to
see the little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as
other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the
form of huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the
beauty of the area and be inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected
wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination.
Wetlands are among the most biodiverse ecosystems on earth. They combine land and water
which allows them to be home to at least 1350 species including migratory birds like the
critically endangered Orange-Bellied Parrot. Half of the Westernport Bay wetland is made up
of seagrass beds which are a nursery site for prawns and fish. Westernport Bay is also the most
significant site for mangroves in Victoria. Mangroves stabilise sediment and protect the
shoreline from erosion. The shoreline directly around the Crib Point jetty is an extensive
mangrove stand. Wetlands should be protected as a key habitat for an incredible array of
plants and animals rather than being subject to potentially damaging projects like this gas
import terminal proposed by AGL.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into the
Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much we do
not know about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport.
The impact modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases totally
inappropriate. Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of wastewater in
high conservation value areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State Environment
Protection Policy (Waters). AGL has so far been unsuccessful in their attempts to weaken these
laws. Combining the poor impact assessments and the fact that the plan currently does not
meet the legal requirements this proposal should not continue.
Millions of Australians consider climate change not to be a threat in the distant future but a
dangerous reality we face right now. We are on track for several degrees Celsius of warming
by the end of the century if we do not curb our emissions from fossil fuels. The plummeting
costs of renewables and energy storage has rendered fossil fuel projects not only a threat to

our environment but also bad business. Corporations like AGL should be investing more in
renewables and supporting consumers to move away from gas instead of investing in soon-tobe stranded assets. This proposal to build a gas import terminal is not consistent with what we
need to do to create a safe climate.
It is concerning to see the lack of credible assessments on how noise would affect marine
wildlife. AGL acknowledge in their EES that there have been no baseline studies of the noise in
Westernport Bay. They have also not tested the impact of noise in Westernport Bay itself nor
the noise produced by a berthed FSRU. Even with these inadequate studies the EES states that
underwater sound would elicit behavioural changes in dolphins and mask the communication
of whales in the area. The noise would also deter fish and other marine animals from foraging
nearby which would affect the important ecosystem around Crib Point.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment assessment of the
Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined above, the impact on our
internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife would be unacceptable. There are many
other viable, and more suitable, options Victoria can pursue to ensure that we meet our energy
needs without exposing the precious wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique wildlife which
depend on this ecosystem, or the local community to any harm.
Sincerely,
Caroline Dynon
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My name is Rhys Ripper and I visit Westernport Bay often.
The western port of a unique part of Victoria visited by Australian fur seals, whales and dolphins, as well as many migratory waders
and seabirds. It is listed under the Ramsar Convention as a wetland of international significance.
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the opportunity to make a submission to
the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should
deem this proposal unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to in my submission but the issue that concerns me
most is the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife.
A new fossil fuel project like the gas import terminal which AGL is proposing would introduce new risks to the local community
and visitors to the area. These risks include exposing people to toxic hydrocarbons which may leak from the facility and increased
risk of accidental fire and explosion as noted in EES Technical Report K. The nearest homes to the import facility are about 1.5
kms away and Wooleys Beach is also close to the site. AGL have completed only preliminary quantitative risk assessments on these
risks and have deemed the risk acceptable on that basis. It is not acceptable to present preliminary studies and the EES should not
continue until we have an independent expert to provide final risk assessments.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come to see the little penguins and the
migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation
of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of
the area and be inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a
popular tourist destination.
Australia has committed to promote the conservation and wise use of wetlands as a signatory of the Ramsar Convention on
Wetlands of International Importance. This is understood as the maintenance of their ecological character and preventing their
degradation. It is inappropriate to build and operate a gas import terminal in the middle of one of the most precious environments
in Victoria and an internationally significant wetland.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into the Bay each day which could have
a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect
marine life in Westernport. The impact modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate. Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high conservation value areas like Westernport
Bay - clause 22 of the State Environment Protection Policy (Waters). AGL has so far been unsuccessful in their attempts to weaken
these laws. Combining the poor impact assessments and the fact that the plan currently does not meet the legal requirements this
proposal should not continue.
Millions of Australians consider climate change not to be a threat in the distant future but a dangerous reality we face right now. We
are on track for several degrees Celsius of warming by the end of the century if we do not curb our emissions from fossil fuels. The
plummeting costs of renewables and energy storage has rendered fossil fuel projects not only a threat to our environment but also
bad business. Corporations like AGL should be investing more in renewables and supporting consumers to move away from gas
instead of investing in soon-to-be stranded assets. This proposal to build a gas import terminal is not consistent with what we need
to do to create a safe climate.
It is concerning to see the lack of credible assessments on how noise would affect marine wildlife. AGL acknowledge in their EES
that there have been no baseline studies of the noise in Westernport Bay. They have also not tested the impact of noise in Westernport Bay itself nor the noise produced by a berthed FSRU. Even with these inadequate studies the EES states that underwater sound
would elicit behavioural changes in dolphins and mask the communication of whales in the area. The noise would also deter fish
and other marine animals from foraging nearby which would affect the important ecosystem around Crib Point.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas
pipeline project. As outlined above, the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife would be unacceptable.
There are many other viable, and more suitable, options Victoria can pursue to ensure that we meet our energy needs without
exposing the precious wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique wildlife which depend on this ecosystem, or the local community to
any harm.
Sincerely,
Rhys Ripper
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25-Aug-2020
The Hon. Richard Wynne, Minister for Planning
The Hon. Lily D’Ambrosio, Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate Change
My name is Julie O’Brien and I care about the environment in Westernport Bay.
As someone that studies marine biology and has knowledge of the importance of these ecosystems,
I am writing to say we need to do so much better in protecting our coastal and marine
environments.
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the
opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty
and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this proposal unacceptable
under its current form and that I will point to in my submission but the issue that concerns me most
is the negative impact on greenhouse gas emissions in Victoria.
Natural environments play a crucial role in both the mental and physical health of the communities
who access them. The potential loss of nature and access to green spaces can contribute to mental
distress and environmental grief experienced by communities who place significance on these areas.
This can detrimentally impact on the long-term mental health of a community. Excessive exposure to
noise and light pollution in areas of recreation or among households can result in loss of sleep and
irritability. As well as increased prevalence of anxiety and a lack of ability to focus. The impacts of
noise and light pollution can result in increased prevalence of mental health conditions in a
community.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come to see the
little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other incredible
marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas
tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of the area and be
inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip
Island as a popular tourist destination.
Australia has committed to promote the conservation and wise use of wetlands as a signatory of the
Ramsar Convention on Wetlands of International Importance. This is understood as the maintenance
of their ecological character and preventing their degradation. It is inappropriate to build and
operate a gas import terminal in the middle of one of the most precious environments in Victoria
and an internationally significant wetland.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into the Bay
each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know
about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The impact
modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate.
Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high conservation value
areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State Environment Protection Policy (Waters). AGL has
so far been unsuccessful in their attempts to weaken these laws. Combining the poor impact
assessments and the fact that the plan currently does not meet the legal requirements this proposal
should not continue.

Millions of Australians consider climate change not to be a threat in the distant future but a
dangerous reality we face right now. We are on track for several degrees Celsius of warming by the
end of the century if we do not curb our emissions from fossil fuels. The plummeting costs of
renewables and energy storage has rendered fossil fuel projects not only a threat to our
environment but also bad business. Corporations like AGL should be investing more in renewables
and supporting consumers to move away from gas instead of investing in soon-to-be stranded
assets. This proposal to build a gas import terminal is not consistent with what we need to do to
create a safe climate.
It is concerning to see the lack of credible assessments on how noise would affect marine wildlife.
AGL acknowledge in their EES that there have been no baseline studies of the noise in Westernport
Bay. They have also not tested the impact of noise in Westernport Bay itself nor the noise produced
by a berthed FSRU. Even with these inadequate studies the EES states that underwater sound would
elicit behavioural changes in dolphins and mask the communication of whales in the area. The noise
would also deter fish and other marine animals from foraging nearby which would affect the
important ecosystem around Crib Point.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment assessment of the Crib
Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined above, the negative impact on
greenhouse gas emissions in Victoria would be unacceptable. There are many other viable, and more
suitable, options Victoria can pursue to ensure that we meet our energy needs without exposing the
precious wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique wildlife which depend on this ecosystem, or the
local community to any harm.
Sincerely
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My name is Julie Billett and I care about the environment in Westernport Bay.
I live by the ocean in southwest Victoria and know the impact industry has on the worlds' oceans and
how important it is for the human race to support the health of the oceans. The health of the Western
port bay is delicate and should be protected.
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the
opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty
and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this proposal unacceptable
under its current form and that I will point to in my submission but the issue that concerns me most is
the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife.
The beach and reserve area around Crib Point jetty is a popular spot for residents and visitors alike.
Access to the reserve and surrounding areas is likely to be affected by the loss of bush or by
disruptions because of maintenance or high noise. The EES notes that there is not a comparable
reserve area nearby. The increased number of ships coming into Westernport Bay and the strict
exclusion zones will mean boaters or sailors will have more disruptive ship traffic to contend with.
Fishers will enjoy less catch as a result of the impact of increased shipping and toxic chlorination of
the important nursery seagrass surrounding the Crib Point jetty.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come to see the
little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other incredible
marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas tankers
and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of the area and be
inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip
Island as a popular tourist destination.
Australia has committed to promote the conservation and wise use of wetlands as a signatory of the
Ramsar Convention on Wetlands of International Importance. This is understood as the maintenance
of their ecological character and preventing their degradation. It is inappropriate to build and operate a
gas import terminal in the middle of one of the most precious environments in Victoria and an
internationally significant wetland.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into the Bay
each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know
about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The impact
modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate.
Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high conservation value
areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State Environment Protection Policy (Waters). AGL has
so far been unsuccessful in their attempts to weaken these laws. Combining the poor impact
assessments and the fact that the plan currently does not meet the legal requirements this proposal
should not continue.
The electricity generation sector will play a key role in the transition away from fossil fuels. Renewable
energy has become the cheapest alternative for new power production. This holds true even when
renewables are backed with 6 hours of storage to guarantee that renewable energy can be delivered
when required according to the Australian Energy Market Operator and CSIRO. The fact that firmed
renewables will displace gas is becoming increasingly accepted in the energy markets. This year
AEMO adjusted its Victorian GPG annual consumption forecast for the 2014 to 2039 period. They
now assume that gas consumption will be dramatically below what was previously thought due to a
higher penetration of renewables than previously forecast.
Small marine organisms which make up the foundations of the ecosystem - like plankton and fish
eggs - would be the most impacted by this proposal. Locally they would be unable to escape being
pulled into the ship intake and being subjected to chlorine levels far above safe levels. The impact is
likely to be significant with nearly half a billion litres of water being drawn into the intakes each day.
This enormous quantity of colder chlorinated water would be dumped back into the Bay and disperse
with the current thereby further affecting marine wildlife.

Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment assessment of the Crib
Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined above, the impact on our internationally
recognised wetlands and wildlife would be unacceptable. There are many other viable, and more
suitable, options Victoria can pursue to ensure that we meet our energy needs without exposing the
precious wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique wildlife which depend on this ecosystem, or the
local community to any harm.
Sincerely,
Julie Billett
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My name is David Neal and I live in the Westernport Bay area. it is my home and I
chose it for the natural environment and unpolluted waterways. I thank the Crib
Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the
opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point
gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should
deem this proposal unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to in my
submission but the issue that concerns me most is the impact on our internationally
recognised wetlands and wildlife. The beach and reserve area around Crib Point
jetty is a popular spot for residents and visitors alike. Access to the reserve and
surrounding areas is likely to be affected by the loss of bush or by disruptions
because of maintenance or high noise. The EES notes that there is not a comparable
reserve area nearby. The increased number of ships coming into Westernport

My name is David Neal and I live in the Westernport Bay area.
it is my home and I chose it for the natural environment and unpolluted waterways.
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the
opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import
jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this proposal
unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to in my submission but the issue that
concerns me most is the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife.
The beach and reserve area around Crib Point jetty is a popular spot for residents and visitors
alike. Access to the reserve and surrounding areas is likely to be affected by the loss of bush or
by disruptions because of maintenance or high noise. The EES notes that there is not a
comparable reserve area nearby. The increased number of ships coming into Westernport Bay
and the strict exclusion zones will mean boaters or sailors will have more disruptive ship traffic
to contend with. Fishers will enjoy less catch as a result of the impact of increased shipping and
toxic chlorination of the important nursery seagrass surrounding the Crib Point jetty.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come to
see the little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other
incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of
huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of
the area and be inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This
could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination.
Australia has committed to promote the conservation and wise use of wetlands as a signatory of
the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands of International Importance. This is understood as the
maintenance of their ecological character and preventing their degradation. It is inappropriate to
build and operate a gas import terminal in the middle of one of the most precious environments
in Victoria and an internationally significant wetland.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into the
Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much we do
not know about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The
impact modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases totally
inappropriate. Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high
conservation value areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State Environment Protection
Policy (Waters). AGL has so far been unsuccessful in their attempts to weaken these laws.
Combining the poor impact assessments and the fact that the plan currently does not meet the
legal requirements this proposal should not continue.
Millions of Australians consider climate change not to be a threat in the distant future but a
dangerous reality we face right now. We are on track for several degrees Celsius of warming by

the end of the century if we do not curb our emissions from fossil fuels. The plummeting costs of
renewables and energy storage has rendered fossil fuel projects not only a threat to our
environment but also bad business. Corporations like AGL should be investing more in
renewables and supporting consumers to move away from gas instead of investing in
soon-to-be stranded assets. This proposal to build a gas import terminal is not consistent with
what we need to do to create a safe climate.
It is concerning to see the lack of credible assessments on how noise would affect marine
wildlife. AGL acknowledge in their EES that there have been no baseline studies of the noise in
Westernport Bay. They have also not tested the impact of noise in Westernport Bay itself nor
the noise produced by a berthed FSRU. Even with these inadequate studies the EES states that
underwater sound would elicit behavioural changes in dolphins and mask the communication of
whales in the area. The noise would also deter fish and other marine animals from foraging
nearby which would affect the important ecosystem around Crib Point.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment assessment of the
Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined above, the impact on our
internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife would be unacceptable. There are many other
viable, and more suitable, options Victoria can pursue to ensure that we meet our energy needs
without exposing the precious wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique wildlife which depend
on this ecosystem, or the local community to any harm.
Sincerely,
David Neal
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My name is Nathan McGuire and I care about the environment in Westernport Bay.
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the opportunity to make a submission to
the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should
deem this proposal unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to in my submission but the issue that concerns me
most is the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife.
Natural environments play a crucial role in both the mental and physical health of the communities who access them. The potential
loss of nature and access to green spaces can contribute to mental distress and environmental grief experienced by communities
who place significance on these areas. This can detrimentally impact on the long-term mental health of a community. Excessive
exposure to noise and light pollution in areas of recreation or among households can result in loss of sleep and irritability. As well
as increased prevalence of anxiety and a lack of ability to focus. The impacts of noise and light pollution can result in increased
prevalence of mental health conditions in a community.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come to see the little penguins and the
migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation
of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of
the area and be inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a
popular tourist destination.
Recent research has shown that wetlands have the potential to capture and store large amounts of carbon for hundreds of years.
Wetlands should be protected and enhanced for their role in the fight against climate change rather than being subject to potentially damaging projects like this gas import terminal proposed by AGL. In Victoria we have already bulldozed or drained most of our
freshwater wetlands which has contributed to the loss of approximately 35 per cent of wetlands worldwide between 1970-2015. We
cannot afford to lose any more as we face the climate crisis.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into the Bay each day which could have
a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect
marine life in Westernport. The impact modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate. Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high conservation value areas like Westernport
Bay - clause 22 of the State Environment Protection Policy (Waters). AGL has so far been unsuccessful in their attempts to weaken
these laws. Combining the poor impact assessments and the fact that the plan currently does not meet the legal requirements this
proposal should not continue.
Millions of Australians consider climate change not to be a threat in the distant future but a dangerous reality we face right now. We
are on track for several degrees Celsius of warming by the end of the century if we do not curb our emissions from fossil fuels. The
plummeting costs of renewables and energy storage has rendered fossil fuel projects not only a threat to our environment but also
bad business. Corporations like AGL should be investing more in renewables and supporting consumers to move away from gas
instead of investing in soon-to-be stranded assets. This proposal to build a gas import terminal is not consistent with what we need
to do to create a safe climate.
Small marine organisms which make up the foundations of the ecosystem - like plankton and fish eggs - would be the most impacted by this proposal. Locally they would be unable to escape being pulled into the ship intake and being subjected to chlorine levels
far above safe levels. The impact is likely to be significant with nearly half a billion litres of water being drawn into the intakes each
day. This enormous quantity of colder chlorinated water would be dumped back into the Bay and disperse with the current thereby
further affecting marine wildlife.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas
pipeline project. As outlined above, the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife would be unacceptable.
There are many other viable, and more suitable, options Victoria can pursue to ensure that we meet our energy needs without
exposing the precious wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique wildlife which depend on this ecosystem, or the local community to
any harm.
Sincerely,
Nathan McGuire

Save Westernport’s Submission on the Environment Effects
Statement for the AGL Gas Import Jetty and Pipeline Project (GIJPP)
1. Introduction
‘GIJPP’— Gas Import Jetty and Pipeline Project
‘Westernport’, ‘Western Port’, ‘WP’ and ‘the Bay’ are all used interchangeably
‘EES’—Environment Effects Statement
‘The Proponents’ — AGL, APA or both
‘SWP’ or ‘The Group’ — Save Westernport
‘EV’ or ‘Env Vic’—Environment Victoria
‘WPPC’ — Westernport and Peninsula Protection Council
‘PICS’— Phillip Island Conservation Society
‘SPIFFA’— Southern Peninsula Indigenous Flora and Fauna Association
‘MPSC’—Mornington Peninsula Shire Council
‘DAL’— Distinctive Area Listing
‘The Government’— The Andrews Victorian Government
‘DELWP’—Department of Environment Land water and Planning
‘PoHDA’ —Port of Hastings Development Authority
‘The Minister’— the Minister for Planning, Richard Wynne
‘EPBC’— (Federal) Environmental Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act

Acknowledgement
Save Westernport and its members acknowledge that Westernport’s lands and waters
belong to the Bunurong BoonWurrung Peoples of the Kulin Nation who have a strong
tradition of caring for Country.
I would like my submission to endorse those of Save Westernport, Environment Victoria, and
WPPC, PICS, VNPA, Dale Stohr, and Mornington Peninsula Shire Council
The Mornington Peninsula Shire Council’s Crib Point Town Draft, 2.2 on the Future Role of
Crib Point states:
“Mornington Peninsula is part of the Westernport Biosphere reserve, and along with the
Ramsar recognised wetland areas of Westernport, this establishes Crib Point as a unique
and highly sensitive environmental location. Development and growth should be tailored to
protect and wherever possible strengthen these assets which may be best achieved by
pursuing ‘low impact’ tourism, research and education opportunities” 1
1.

Mornington Peninsula Crib Point Town Draft, 2.2 Future Role of Crib Point
http://www.mornpen.vic.gov.au/files/2a4d78a7-bf00-42be-8111-

a46e01052385/Draft Crib Point Township Plan approved for exhibition by Council on 10 Octo
ber 2011.pdf

Save Westernport !
Save Westernport Inc, our members and supporters are vehemently opposed to the AGLAPA Gas Import Jetty and Pipeline Project. In early 2018 local residents' group Save
Westernport was formed in response to the significant concerns and emerging details about
AGL’s plans to import and process Liquified Natural Gas at Crib Point, on the Mornington
Peninsula’s eastern coast.
In addition to championing the urgent protection of Westernport and its significant Ramsar
wetlands from environmental degradation from inappropriate industry, Save Westernport’s
members strive to promote and prioritise concepts of Intergenerational Equity and
Ecosystem Services, while at all times maintaining political neutrality and bipartisanship.
Intergenerational Equity has at its foundation the knowledge that, as custodians of the nonbuilt world, we have an obligation to ensure that the health, biodiversity and conservation
values of the natural environment, and in our case of the Bay that we love, are cared for and
maintained. Their protection must be guaranteed and prioritised in all decision making, for
the benefit of future generations and species that have no voice.
The benefits that people receive or obtain from an ecosystem were outlined at the Ramsar
Convention in 2005 (Resolution IX.1 Annex A —Millennium Ecosystem Assessment 2005) 2
The components of ecosystem services include
• provisioning services—such as food, fuel and fresh water
• regulating services—the benefits obtained from the regulation of ecosystem processes
such as climate regulation, water regulation and natural hazard
regulation
• cultural services—the benefits people obtain through spiritual enrichment,
recreation, education and aesthetics
• supporting services—the services necessary for the production of all other
ecosystem services such as water cycling, nutrient cycling and habitat for biota. These
services will directly benefit humans in the long term.
Our Submission
This submission endorses and was informed by the main comments submitted by the
community group Save Westernport Inc. As a founding member of Save Westernport who
has been engaged in the community response against the AGL proposal, I am convinced that
AGL has NO Social License for their Crib Point proposal. I have found the EES for the GIJPP
to be a flawed and inadequate assessment of the project’s implications and impacts, many
of which have been closely examined in the Save Westernport submission. That report is the

product of collective work by dozens of local residents and naturalists, and I urge the review
panel to give particular attention to that submission and its account of the particular
omissions and errors in the proponents’ EES reports.
2. http://www.environment.gov.au/system/files/resources/95deb742-85da-4785-8206-7ec139bdfaa8/files/19ecd.pdf

I strongly submit that 40 days is entirely inadequate to read, assess and comment on the
information contained in the EES reports. This submission will begin with a description of
the proposed location, and critique the proponent’s decision to select this location above all
other alternatives for the proposed LNG processing facility and pipeline.
Because members of Save Westernport have participated in every community information
session and workshop offered by AGL and APA since the project was announced in 2017, we
are uniquely placed to comment on the stakeholder engagement program that was offered
by the proponents. This has been documented in detail in SWP’s submission. APA and
AGL’s stakeholder engagement has been haphazard and tokenistic, particularly when
contrasted with the community based activities and projects that members of Save
Westernport have offered since early 2018, in an attempt to make sure new information was
passed on to the community as it was made it available by the proponents.
COVID-19
It is not possible to overstate the extent to which our community based activities have been
impeded due to current restrictions to limit the spread of COVID-19. While the Premier’s
decisive actions are to be commended, we strongly submit that Minister Wynne’s decision to
proceed with Public Exhibition in the current State of DISASTER, at a time when every other
non-essential government process has been deferred, was unnecessary. The Minister’s
decision has been an impediment to community consultation and engagement—the primary
purpose of the Public Exhibition period. It appears to unfairly advantage the proponents and
has not been adequately explained.
It is perhaps significant that many major omissions and inconsistencies identified within the
proponents’ EES reports relate to areas of notable community concern, for example
inconsistent boundaries are shown on each of the maps for the proposed onshore “receiving
facility” that the EES revealed for the first time would cause public access to be permanently
restricted to the only beach in Crib Point. Problems have been identified within the
proponents’ assessment of the Social, Environmental, Marine, Economic, Ethical, Health and
Safety implications of the GIJPP, including section 2, the project rationale, 1.5, the
proponents’ record of past performance and Attachment IX the Pipeline Application.
Location
The Westernport Ramsar Site Information Service states:
Westernport is a Site of international geological and geomorphological significance, and
nationally important expanses of relatively undisturbed, species-rich, saltmarsh vegetation.
An internationally important feeding and roosting area for numerous species of summering

waders, many of which are listed under the bilateral Migratory Birds Agreements between
Australia, China and Japan. The site periodically supports over 10,000 waders and 10,000
ducks and swans, and a rich invertebrate fauna of 1,381 species”. 3

3. https://rsis.ramsar.org/ris/267

Westernport has
o Three Marine National Parks
o A Ramsar Wetland of International Importance
o It is a Key stopover on the East Asia Flyway for migratory birds
o Located in the UNESCO designated Mornington Peninsula and WP Biosphere Reserve
o Provides many vital benefits and ecosystem services – natural beauty, tourism, fishing,
boating, contributing to health and well being.
The Melbourne Water publication, titled ‘Understanding The Westernport Environment’
states: “Western Port is special. It is a unique feature on the Victorian coast, a large, semienclosed embayment on an exposed coastline, formed by complex geological processes.
Superficially similar to Port Phillip Bay, it is more complex than its western neighbour, with a
greater tidal range, extensive intertidal mudflats, and two large islands: Phillip Island and
French Island.”
Westernport’s classification as a Biosphere Reserve in 1983 “places it alongside 13 other
such reserves in Australia, including Wilsons Promontory, Uluru-Kata Tjuta, and Kosciuszko
National Parks.”
“The Bay’s two entrances are substantially closed off from the sea by Phillip Island. A
proportion of the water mass is circulated in a clockwise direction around French Island. In
addition some water, after completing a circuit around French Island, may recycle around
the island again. Thus some of the material entering the Bay waters may be retained for a
considerable time before entering the open ocean. Because of this, biological systems,
especially the supply of oxygen, are probably more delicately poised than in other bays, for
example Port Phillip.” 4
This may be particularly significant as any alteration to water temperature, contaminant
or pollutant resulting from toxic acid sulfate soil residue and industrial chlorination entering
Westernport’s western reaches—the site of AGL’s proposed operations—would likely be
cycled around the Bay over several tidal cycles before finally flowing into out Bass Strait,
potentially impacting the unique and extremely rare Bryozoan reefs, Victoria’s largest Fur
Seal colony and world-famous Fairy Penguin rookery in the North & South Eastern reaches.
Ramsar

In 1982 Westernport was ratified as a wetland of international significance to the survival of
migratory birds, fulfilling nine of the eleven possible criteria needed to comply. Information
on Westernport’s Ramsar classification states:
“There is an unusually wide variety of habitat types in Western Port, ranging through marine
channels, seagrass flats, extensive mangrove thickets and saltmarsh vegetation. Such variety
is not common elsewhere in Victoria.
4. https://www.melbournewater.com.au/sites/default/files/201802/Understanding the Western Port Environment 0.pdf

“White Mangroves (Avicennia marina) line 40% of the coastline. On a world-wide basis the
mangrove communities are of considerable interest since, with the exception of Corner
Inlet, they are the only large community situated so far from the Equator.
Seagrass beds cover some 38% of Western Port, main species are Zostera muelleri,
Heterozostera tasmanica and Amphibolis antanica.”
“Western Port salt marshes are richer than most other salt marshes on the southern coast.
For example, there are extensive expanses of salt marsh in Corner Inlet, Victoria, which
support only two significant species. Western Port supports six or more species.
It is relatively undisturbed: A good deal of the salt marsh around Spencer Gulf in South
Australia has suffered from the heavy industrialization in that area.
Similarly salt marsh on the Victorian coast west of Melbourne, particularly that on the
western shores of Port Phillip Bay, has been disturbed by industry and heavy grazing, and
often supports a significant weed flora. The Western Port salt marsh, however, does not
have a serious weed problem nor does it appear to have suffered greatly from grazing or
heavy industry. Thus Western Port can be said to support one of the most significant stands
of salt marsh in south- eastern Australia, and thus can be considered to be of national
significance”. 5
Western Port is one of the three most important areas for wading birds in Victoria.
Ten species, including the Eastern Curlew occur in some of their highest numbers in
Western Port. The site includes the most important feeding and roosting areas of migratory
waders. The rare Orange-bellied Parrot, possibly Australia’s most endangered bird and the
only migratory parrot has been recorded from Barrallier Island.
In 2019 Westernport was selected as a suitable site for a $200,000 Victorian government
project to increase wild populations by releasing hand raised fledgling parrots into the wild.
“This year’s trial has seen 27 Orange-bellied Parrots released after being captively bred and
prepared for the wild by the Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning, Zoos
Victoria and (Westernport’s) Moonlit Sanctuary Wildlife Conservation Park.” 6

Westernport’s invertebrate fauna is extremely rich and diverse, with 1381 species recorded
from 23 major groups. This represents three to four times the total number of species
present in Port Phillip Bay and includes the majority of the species which occur in that bay.
The members of the amphipod family Phoxocephalidae found in the Westernport “exhibit a
striking example of adaptive radiation of species in the marine environment. This is of
considerable scientific interest. The bay is an important nursery area for many fish.” 7

5. Ramsar information sheet http://www.environment.gov.au/water/topics/wetlands/database/pubs/19ris.pdf
6. Vic Govt on Orange Bellied Parrot https://www.premier.vic.gov.au/endangered-orange-belliedparrots-released/
7. Ramsar Strategic Management Plan
https://www.water.vic.gov.au/ data/assets/pdf file/0028/53857/Western-Port-Ramsar-Site-StrategicManagement-Plan-SMP.pdf

The area surrounding Crib Point jetty is a unique environment, and regional, State and
Nationally significant species of flora and fauna, with several rare and threatened species on
the foreshore reserve. Among these are the Far Eastern Curlew, the Curlew Sandpiper, the
Fairy Tern, two varieties of Ghost Shrimp, the Spider Orchid and the endangered Fairy
penguin. The area surrounding the jetty supports significant remnant areas of Coastal
Saltmarsh, as well as seagrass beds and mangroves that provide important feeding and
roosting opportunities for birds, that also represents a significant untapped source of ‘Blue
Carbon’.

Its potential for use in carbon trading schemes has led to extensive interest with local research
estimating Westernport’s future Blue Carbon earnings as high as $90b annually. Associate
Professor Peter Macreadie of Deakin University’s Blue Carbon Lab has worked extensively
in Westernport, “specialising in capitalising on Blue Carbon, which refers to the powerful
ability of coastal vegetated ecosystems to sequester carbon, and thereby help mitigate climate
change”. 8
Westernport’s remnant marine ecosystems are particularly significant, and yet such a lot is
still unknown about its wildlife and workings. Nearly everything we know about the Bay
derives from the Shapiro Report, a local study not replicated in almost fifty years.
“American Professor Maurice C Shapiro lead the Victorian government’s Westernport Bay
Environmental Study in 1973-1974”. A comprehensive survey of Westernport’s major
features, it established the complexity and high ecological values of the Bay’s ecosystems,
mangrove and saltmarsh-fringed coastlines, and extensive seagrass meadows and mudflats.
The study was produced at a time when Victoria’s government, led by Premier Henry Bolte,
had plans to turn Westernport into ‘the Ruhr of Victoria’ (the Ruhr Valley is a heavily
industrialised region of Germany). 9

Bolte’s grand plan for Western Port never came to full fruition because capital costs would
have been huge, and major concerns about the environmental consequences of
development were largely confirmed by the Shapiro report. Nevertheless, it’s widely
considered that the industrial lad grab and conflicts of interest that defined that era in
Westernport, set the scene for the misrepresentation that still exists today, of the bay being
suited to extensive industrialisation.
Westernport’s marine ecosystems are fragile and deserve the highest level of protection.
8. Blue Carbon Lab http://www.bluecarbonlab.org/

9. Westernport News on Shapiro Study https://www.mpnews.com.au/2014/02/11/western-port-low-intoxicants-report/

Threats
The AGL proposal would significantly increase commercial shipping in Westernport if
approved. While the EES estimates the number of LNG tankers to be lower, information
released by AGL since 2018 states the proposed FSRU could service as many as 78 LNG
tankers per year.10 With a total of just 95 shipping movements in Westernport in the entire
year in 2018, 11 this would represent an increase of close to 80%
EES chapter 2 p.31 has overstated the number current shipping movements in Westernport
by up to 20% (from 100 to 125). Further S tatements in the EES, such as “At the time of
initial screening of sites Westernport was receiving 167 ships annually”, and “approximately
150 (shipping movements) per year in recent years”, 12 fail to indicate which year these
comments refer to. The carelessly and inaccurately quoted data that defines this EES is a
constant source of frustration and concern to the reader of the EES documents across a
range of chapters.
In addition to the risk of collision or spill, the regular visit of LNG tankers—on average 30%
bigger than the commercial vessels that now use Westernport—would produce more wake,
and result in a scouring effect, dispersing sediment and undermining and destabilising
mangrove beds, increasing turbidity and degrading water clarity.
Seagrass, a photosynthesising plant, is known to suffer dieback when sunlight cannot
penetrate turbid waters. Any loss in seagrass coverage would cause significant cumulative
effects that could negatively impact every species in and around Westernport. From squid,
and other juveniles that rely on seagrass for cover, to the myriad microorganisms and life
forms that form the basis of the food chain and healthy ecosystems that support seabirds,
fish, marine mammals and penguins, seagrass is a recognised ‘sentinel species’. The
condition and the extent of seagrass coverage tells us much about the health of the entire

bay. A marked regeneration of seagrass has been recorded in Westernport since the close of
the BP depot at Crib Point and the decrease in commercial shipping in the 1980s. The
Westernport Character Description states “Western Port’s Seagrass has increased from 72
km2 in 1983/84, to 113 km2 in 1994, and 154.5 km2 in 1999.”13
LNG tankers are unable to slow down to avoid migrating whales and other marine life. The
decrease in recent decades of commercial shipping has coincided with the increase in
dolphin and whale sightings in Westernport. AGL has identified whale strike as a risk.
10. https://www.agl.com.au/-/media/agl/about-agl/documents/how-we-source-energy/other/ghgfinal.pdf?la=en&hash=66D0B5551DD2F3B6E13CAE63EBF766E267DA0DB8
11.https://static1.squarespace.com/static/592f5720f5e2317ce97cec2c/t/5dddcf6d0264c30de205e2c3/15748
17677347/Annual+Report+2018+-+19+Final.pdf
12. https://gasimportprojectvictoria.com.au/sites/default/files/202007/GIJPP%20EES%20Chapter%202%20Project%20rationale%20%281%29.docx
13. https://www.environment.gov.au/system/files/resources/95deb742-85da-4785-82067ec139bdfaa8/files/19-ecd.doc

Invasive Marine pest species Northern Pacific Seastar (Asterias amurensis) and Japanese
Kelp (Undaria pinnatifida) are listed among the top threats to Westernport’s marine ecology
in the Westernport Ramsar Site Management Plan 2017, p.36. 14
Misrepresentation
Like the other vessels that use the Port of Hastings, the UNITED tanker that visits Crib Point
for 1-2 days per month, is approximately half the size of the proposed FSRU. However in the
promotion of their Crib Point proposal, as in several EES reports, AGL has attempted to
frame Westernport, and Crib Point in particular, as a site with extensive heavy industry.
The Port of Hastings, over two kilometres to the north is not visible from Crib Point. It has
on average two shipping movements per week. 15 If approved the AGL GIJPP would bring
about a permanent change in the visual character, potentially degrading the area’s
ecological significance, its reputation, and perpetuating its misrepresentation as a heavily
industrialised site.
When announcing their Crib Point plans to the Australian Stock Exchange, the proponent’s
ASX statement significantly overstated the town’s industrial capability and character,
claiming “Crib Point is best placed to...take advantage of the existing pipeline network,
industrial port facility and associated infrastructure.” 16 Clearly no pipeline network exists.
The mischaracterisation of Crib Point and Westernport as heavily industrialised is in large
part due to the Port of Hastings Development Authority, (PoHDA) which continues to
promote Westernport as “Naturally Deep”. 17 Rather than a deep water port, Westernport
is a shallow, fast flowing tidal bay of remarkable ecological significance. It’s likely this

misrepresentation by PoHDA was responsible for the questionable decision by AGL to select
Crib Point as a potentially suitable location for their gas import project and pipeline.
In her 2018 Blog ‘The Hub’ AGL executive Phaedra Deckart claimed that Crib Point was
selected following “an extensive scoping study in 2016-17 and evaluation of alternative sites
in New South Wales and South Australia.” 18
14. https://www.water.vic.gov.au/
Management-Plan-SMP.pdf

data/assets/pdf file/0028/53857/Western-Port-Ramsar-Site-Strategic-

15.https://static1.squarespace.com/static/592f5720f5e2317ce97cec2c/t/5dddcf6d0264c30de205e2c3/15748
17677347/Annual+Report+2018+-+19+Final.pdf
16. https://www.agl.com.au/about-agl/media-centre/asx-and-media-releases/2017/august/agl-announcescrib-point-as-preferred-site-for-gas-import-jetty-and-pipeline

17. https://www.portofhastings.com/

18. https://thehub.agl.com.au/articles/2018/06/a-step-closer-to-gas-supply-security

The emergence of information on infininitely more suitable alternative locations in Pt
Kembla and Geelong, neither of which is located within internationally significant wetland
locations, and not requiring the construction of obtrusive new gas infrastructure like the
proposed APA pipeline, suggest that AGL’s ‘2016-17 scoping study’ may not have been as
extensive as claimed by AGL.
Far from being a suitable location for an FSRU that is without precedent in this country, it is
estimated that Westernport is on average just 3-4m deep. 19 Over 75% of its area is
intertidal and can be seen above the waterline at low tide as mudflats and rocky reefs.
Westernport’s shipping channel requires regular maintenance including dredging to make it
available for commercial shipping. The dredging, or ‘levelling’ needed to accommodate the
the proposed FSRU and LNG tankers would permanently degrade the water quality and
clarity in Westernport for the next decades. The threat of an LNG tanker or the FSRU itself
running aground cannot be ignored. However this possibility, whether resulting from human
error, equipment failure or freak weather event has not been adequately addressed in
theEES.
Contradiction
AGL’s plans for Crib Point are at odds with the vision for Westernport and the Mornington
Peninsula that is shared by the overwhelming majority of residents, and the Shire Councils
that represent them.
Concerning the AGL EES, and the AGL GIJPP, Save Westernport endorses Mornington
Peninsula Shire Council’s submission and Mayor Sam Hearn’s statement to Council on

August 17 2020 that the EES ‘fails to make a strong case for the need to import gas”, calling
it “a weak analysis [that] gives us no confidence that the environmental impacts of this
project can be acceptably managed,” 20
While Westernport’s Western shores continue to face the enormous threat of AGL’s
proposal, the Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning (DELWP), at the
direction of Victoria’s Minister for Planning Richard Wynne, has started working on a draft
Statement of Planning Policy, with input from local communities, the traditional Bunurong
and key stakeholders on the Bass Coast.
Last year the Minister announced that
Westernport’s eastern shores will be protected by a new planning policy that declares the
entire Bass Coast Shire a ‘Distinctive Area and Landscape’ (DAL). 21
19. https://www.melbournewater.com.au/sites/default/files/201802/Understanding the Western Port Environment 0.pdf
20. https://www.mornpen.vic.gov.au/About-Us/News-Media-Publications/News-Media/AGL-Crib-Point-gasproject-an-unacceptable-risk
21. https://s3.ap-southeast-2.amazonaws.com/hdp.au.prod.app.vicengage.files/6415/8336/4945/Bass Coast Vision One Pager.pdf

The Andrews government and Bass Coast Shire will consult with Bunurong Traditional
Owners to develop a 50-year vision “to retain the area’s natural amenity, and its rural and
environmental values”. Long-term limitation on inappropriate development will protect the
coast’s unique features and significant biodiversity “for the benefit of current and future
generations”. The DAL vision for Westernport’s eastern shore is entirely incompatible with
the industry proposed by AGL.
There’s no question that the AGL’s plans to import gas are deeply opposed by Victorians.
The community is increasingly well informed about the energy market and issues of
climate.
Context
Crib Point is a tranquil coastal village with a valued natural environment and regional, State
and Nationally significant species of flora and fauna, with several rare and threatened
species on the foreshore reserve. These include two species of Curlew, the Fairy Tern, two
varieties of Ghost Shrimp, the Spider Orchid and the endangered Fairy penguin. The area
surrounding the jetty is Coastal Saltmarsh, which is listed as a “CRITICALLY ENDANGERED
COMMUNITY “
The People of Crib Point have a vision for the area. In 2011, residents participated in a series
of workshops to draft a Community Plan that would ensure their vision would be considered
and maintained in the future plans for the town. The Mornington Peninsula Shire Council is

currently drafting a refresh of the Crib Point Community Plan 22 so that it can be adopted by
the Council to guide future planning. An important aspect of the plan is the rezoning of
320ha of disused land that separates the town of Crib Point from its coastal location. Zoned
for port related use, the Crib Point community plan identified a need for recreational and
possible light industrial uses for this land that could include nature trails, bike paths and
boat building workshops, that would benefit the people and economy of that area.
However the EES for the AGL GIJPP has revealed that AGL’s proposal is at complete odds
with the vision developed by the people of Crib Point. Indeed, the AGL project was more
than a year into its development, and two separate versions of their Social Impact
Assessment (Jacobs 2018) 23 had apparently been released before AGL discovered the
original Community Plan for Crib Point, although it had been in existence since 2011.
Members of Save Westernport informed AGL’s then community engagement representative
Mr Jay Gleeson about the community’s Plan. (When asked about whether the imported gas
would go to Victorians as claimed, or to gas fired power stations, Mr Gleeson stated in an
email “AGL has been able to achieve the necessary confidence to progress this investment in
part due to the anticipated capacity of the Crib Point Project to ensure secure supply.”) 24
22. https://drive.google.com/file/d/1a1I7RnvIrln7NdQMg0cqXv6F9kL9S UN/view
23. https://www.planning.vic.gov.au/ data/assets/pdf file/0023/391433/Attachment-9-Desktop-SocialImpact-Assessment.pdf
24.
https://docs.google.com/file/d/1HGOBt8onWzrHfkNSGGkPe2NPtVit6Enn/edit?usp=docslist api&filetype=ms
word

The Crib Point Community Plan, and the wider vision of residents and visitors to the
Mornington Peninsula and Westernport is not considered, shared or reflected in any
meaningful way in the EES for the AGL GIJPP. Save Westernport supports the Crib Point
Community plan and the Shire’s plans to revisit and endorse it.
Safety ?
The World Bank Environmental, Health, and Safety Guidelines for Ports Harbours and
Terminals 2017 24 addresses “Environment Health and Safety issues common to most large
industrial and infrastructure projects, including consideration of siting and cumulative
impact”. The comprehensive report recommends that “Sites for ports, harbours and
terminals should be selected through a systematic, documented environmental
assessment process that includes rigorous consideration of siting and alternatives, their
direct and indirect environmental and social impacts, and consultation with affected
communities.
These recommendations are made because “Activities may result in alteration of terrestrial,
freshwater, brackish and marine habitats, with impacts to flora and fauna and related
biodiversity. Examples of habitat alteration and biodiversity impacts may include the
alteration and/or fragmentation of areas of high biodiversity value; the modification of

coastal processes, watercourses and hydrology with impacts to sedimentation rates and
patterns and coastal erosion; the alteration of aquatic habitat, including the physical
removal/suspension of seabed sediments or covering of the seabed through dredging and
disposal activities; and adverse impacts to terrestrial, freshwater, and marine species,
including loss of habitat and sites of importance for the conservation.”
The report continues, “Potential impacts to shoreline vegetation, wetlands, coral reefs,
fisheries, bird life, and other sensitive aquatic and near-shore habitats during port
construction and operation should be fully assessed and the results incorporated into the
project’s siting, and design decisions to avoid, minimize, and offset adverse impacts to
areas of high terrestrial and aquatic biodiversity value or those areas required for the
survival of critically endangered or endangered flora and fauna.”
This current Worlds Best Practice report appears to list nearly all of the environmental
concern about their proposed FSRU and its gas processing operations that AGL has failed to
address since the project was announced. It is deeply concerning that the disregard for
correct process, which has defined the proposal to date has continued with the release of
the EES. The repeated failure of AGL to comply with best practices concerning the
significant threats and dangers to communities, ecosystems and biodiversity is of enormous
concern.
It seems that the Westernport community is burdened every few years with the
responsibility of defending the Bay from the unending procession of inappropriate industrial
proposals that have come and gone over the years. The fact that not a single one has
managed to progress from the planning stages must demonstrate how consistently unsound
and ill-advised these projects have been. The AGL Gas Import Jetty and Pipeline project is
certainly no exception.
24. https://www.ifc.org/wps/wcm/connect/ddfac751-6220-48e1-9f1b-465654445c18/20170201FINAL EHS+Guidelines+for+Ports+Harbors+and+Terminals.pdf?MOD=AJPERES&CVID=lD.CzO9

An honest appraisal of the Westernport environment would reveal the folly of attempting to
shoehorn ill-suited heavy industry into the midst of an internationally protected marine
ecosystem. In recent years the Hastings Container Port joined the Boral Bitumen Plant, BP
Supertanker and proposed Crib Point Urea depot on a growing list of rejected projects and
failed plans, that began back in the Bolte era of the 1960s and 70s with a proposal for a
Nuclear reactor on French Island ! We will discuss the detail of Westernport’s industrial past
in a further chapter of this submission.
How unfortunate that the proposals keep coming and misconceptions endure to this day.
One aspect of Crib Point’s foreshore location that is difficult to overlook is the abandoned
BP ‘tankfarm’— that rusting remnant of the area’s past association with BP.
There’s a sense that the misrepresentation of Crib Point as a site suited to heavy industry is
directly attributable to the ominous spectre of that abandoned BP site that looms so large

over the otherwise idyllic foreshore location. Rather than representing Westernport’s
industrial past as a proud foundation of the town, the old BP site, which was stripped out
and deserted when that corporation moved out, stands as permanent reminder and
emblem of the worst kind of environmental degradation and corporate industrial
exploitation. Too often this is all that remains when economic conditions change and no
responsibility is taken for the legacy that corporate interests leave behind when they have
extracted all the benefit they can from their abandoned operations.
With no plan for the removal of the enormous tanks, or for remediation of the site, and no
one to be accountable or take responsibility, this abandoned blasted reminder of the area’s
toxic industrial past stands in stark contrast to its remarkable foreshore location, and the
conservation value of Westernport’s marine and coastal ecosystems.
While the corporation responsible for leaving it in this state has never offered to rehabilitate
the site, perhaps the community whose vista it dominates could focus instead on turning it
to something that might evoke the psychological well being of the townspeople, if they
were not constantly called on to battle and overcome the insurgence of poorly planned
industry in their midst. No wonder people are wary of AGL, whose record of indifference to
communities and poor environmental management is acknowledged in the EES.
While AGL attempts to present an admirable public face with admirable policies of
corporate sustainability and accountability 25, the proponents' record of environmental
mismanagement, misleading and deceptive conduct, and even bullying behaviour by APA
representatives 26 reported by residents who live near the proposed route of the pipeline
have been a feature of community engagement since the Crib Point proposal was
announced. Experiences like these have given this community no reason to have confidence
in the integrity and promises of the AGL corporation and their activities. Please see the
Submission by Save Westernport for a full assessment of AGL’s previous convictions for
environmental mismanagement and failure to comply with basic requirements of their
business.
25. https://www.agl.com.au/about-agl/sustainability/sustainability-performance
26. https://pakenham.starcommunity.com.au/gazette/2018-07-05/pipeline-tactics-disappoint/

After three years of close engagement with the wider community about the AGL proposal,
members of Save Westernport are in no doubt that the great majority of the Community
feels strongly that they do not want to see the area further industrialized. Rather they
expect that the environmental damage of existing heavy industry and the new fossil fuels
projects that threaten Westernport’s protected wetlands marine ecosystems and
internationally protected wetlands should be appropriately phased out. This
recommendation is consistent with the best science on the subject, and while we should be
able to rely on regulatory plans and processes like the new Marine and Coastal policy 27 to
guarantee the defence of our natural assets, too often they avoid real change and solutions
and lag far behind community expectation. We are entitled to expect far more from the

decisions of our governments, and from energy providers like AGL, who promise so much to
their customers and constituents.
Save Westernport remains hopeful that these agencies will do more to tackle the big issues
that confront us regarding climate change and biodiversity decline.
The neighbouring Bass Coast Shire Council responded to the urgency recently by taking a
strong public stand against the AGL project, announcing
1. Council declares its strong opposition to the development of fossil fuel assets on
Western Port and in particular, opposition to the AGL’s proposed Gas Import Jetty project
for Crib Pt.
2. That Council will write to the Premier advising him that:
2.1 Council has declared a climate emergency and is currently developing a comprehensive
Climate Emergency Action Plan pursuing a community target of zero net emissions by 2030.
2.2. Council strongly opposes further fossil fuel developments in Victoria and is opposed to
the further industrialisation of Western Port to transport them. 28
The accelerating demise of the petrochemical industry is reflected in the economies of these
regions that increasingly depend on visitor attractions, recreation and eco-tourism. The AGL
GIJPP would stand in stark contrast to this growth, and hinder the development of
Australia’s sustainable energy future for decades. The particular economic implications of
the AGL presence on the Westernport, Bass Coast and Mornington Peninsula Communities
will be examined more closely throughout this submission. Pressing Westernport Bay into
service of the commercial shipping and petrochemical industries at this time would be a
mistake, and a shortsighted misuse of the Bay. The sustainable innovations and regenerative
qualities of the non-built world will continue to grow in importance and underpin the
recovery of communities in a post COVID world.
Thankyou for this opportunity to comment. I urge you to reject the AGL GIJPP.

27. https://www.marineandcoasts.vic.gov.au/ data/assets/pdf file/0027/456534/Marine-and-CoastalPolicy Full.pdf

28. https://d2n3eh1td3vwdm.cloudfront.net/agendas-minutes/minutes/Open-Minutes-18-March2020.pdf?mtime=20200322112858

.
An assessment of the problems with the pipeline maps in the EES prepared by Gidja Walker
of ‘SPIFFA’— Southern Peninsula Indigenous Flora and Fauna Association
https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/viewer?mid=16ptYmeo6ZnWl8Cc7R2aEGTgF4cisJ2ld
&ll=-38.2092701283839%2C145.36536235&z=11
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My name is Rhyanon Lane and I care about the environment in Westernport Bay. It
is an unique and special place, it homes a diverse span of marine fauna and wildlife,
not to mention the wetlands that nurse the young of these species. It is a wonderful
place to visit for victorians and tourists and should be protected. I thank the Crib
Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the
opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point
gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should
deem this proposal unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to in my
submission but the issue that concerns me most is the impact on our internationally
recognised wetlands and wildlife. A new fossil fuel project like the gas import
terminal which AGL is proposing would introduce new risks to the local community
and visitors to the area. These risks include exposing people to toxic hydrocarbons
which may leak from the facility and increased risk of accidental fire and explosion
as noted in EES Technical Report K. The nearest homes to the import facility are
about 1.5 kms away and Wooleys Beach is also close to the site. AGL have
completed only preliminary quantitative risk assessments on these risks and have
deemed the risk acceptable on that basis. It is not acceptable to present preliminary
studies and the EES should not continue until we have an independent expert to
provide final risk assessments. Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent
region in all of Australia. People come to see the little penguins and the migrating
Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other incredible marine and
wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas
tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of
the area and be inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected
wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination. Wetlands
are among the most biodiverse ecosystems on earth. They combine land and water
which allows them to be home to at least 1350 species including migratory birds like
the critically endangered Orange-Bellied Parrot. Half of the Westernport Bay
wetland is made up of seagrass beds which are a nursery site for prawns and fish.
Westernport Bay is also the most significant site for mangroves in Victoria.
Mangroves stabilise sediment and protect the shoreline from erosion. The shoreline
directly around the Crib Point jetty is an extensive mangrove stand. Wetlands should
be protected as a key habitat for an incredible array of plants and animals rather
than being subject to potentially damaging projects like this gas import terminal
proposed by AGL. If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres
of chlorinated water into the Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on
marine wildlife. There is so much we
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My name is Jackson Anderson and I live in the Westernport Bay area.
Nature, wildlife, habitat!
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning
for the opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib
Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which
should deem this proposal unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to
in my submission but the issue that concerns me most is the impact on the local
community.
Natural environments play a crucial role in both the mental and physical health of the
communities who access them. The potential loss of nature and access to green
spaces can contribute to mental distress and environmental grief experienced by
communities who place significance on these areas. This can detrimentally impact
on the long-term mental health of a community. Excessive exposure to noise and
light pollution in areas of recreation or among households can result in loss of sleep
and irritability. As well as increased prevalence of anxiety and a lack of ability to
focus. The impacts of noise and light pollution can result in increased prevalence of
mental health conditions in a community.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People
come to see the little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right
whales as well as other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation
of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and
Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of the area and be inconsistent with
the perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip
Island as a popular tourist destination.
Australia has committed to promote the conservation and wise use of wetlands as a
signatory of the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands of International Importance. This is
understood as the maintenance of their ecological character and preventing their
degradation. It is inappropriate to build and operate a gas import terminal in the
middle of one of the most precious environments in Victoria and an internationally
significant wetland.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated
water into the Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife.
There is so much we do not know about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will
affect marine life in Westernport. The impact modelling completed by AGL is not
comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate. Furthermore, current
Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high conservation value areas
like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State Environment Protection Policy
(Waters). AGL has so far been unsuccessful in their attempts to weaken these laws.
Combining the poor impact assessments and the fact that the plan currently does not
meet the legal requirements this proposal should not continue.
Millions of Australians consider climate change not to be a threat in the distant future
but a dangerous reality we face right now. We are on track for several degrees
Celsius of warming by the end of the century if we do not curb our emissions from

fossil fuels. The plummeting costs of renewables and energy storage has rendered
fossil fuel projects not only a threat to our environment but also bad business.
Corporations like AGL should be investing more in renewables and supporting
consumers to move away from gas instead of investing in soon-to-be stranded
assets. This proposal to build a gas import terminal is not consistent with what we
need to do to create a safe climate.
Small marine organisms which make up the foundations of the ecosystem - like
plankton and fish eggs - would be the most impacted by this proposal. Locally they
would be unable to escape being pulled into the ship intake and being subjected to
chlorine levels far above safe levels. The impact is likely to be significant with nearly
half a billion litres of water being drawn into the intakes each day. This enormous
quantity of colder chlorinated water would be dumped back into the Bay and
disperse with the current thereby further affecting marine wildlife.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment
assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined
above, the impact on the local community would be unacceptable. There are many
other viable, and more suitable, options Victoria can pursue to ensure that we meet
our energy needs without exposing the precious wetlands of Westernport Bay, the
unique wildlife which depend on this ecosystem, or the local community to any harm.
Finally, fuck this plan off! How idiotic can you be to think doing something like this
would not be detrimental to the environment surrounding.
Sincerely,
Jackson Anderson
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My name is Josh Clark and I care about the environment in Westernport Bay.
I work in the outdoor sector on the Westernport Bay, it is important that the bay and its
coastline remains the beautiful, thriving ecosystem that I have worked in and supported.
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for
the opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas
import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this
proposal unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to in my submission but
the issue that concerns me most is the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands
and wildlife.
Natural environments play a crucial role in both the mental and physical health of the
communities who access them. The potential loss of nature and access to green spaces can
contribute to mental distress and environmental grief experienced by communities who
place significance on these areas. This can detrimentally impact on the long-term mental
health of a community. Excessive exposure to noise and light pollution in areas of
recreation or among households can result in loss of sleep and irritability. As well as
increased prevalence of anxiety and a lack of ability to focus. The impacts of noise and
light pollution can result in increased prevalence of mental health conditions in a
community.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come
to see the little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well
as other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay
in the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will
undermine the beauty of the area and be inconsistent with the perception that it is a
pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist
destination.
Recent research has shown that wetlands have the potential to capture and store large
amounts of carbon for hundreds of years. Wetlands should be protected and enhanced for
their role in the fight against climate change rather than being subject to potentially
damaging projects like this gas import terminal proposed by AGL. In Victoria we have
already bulldozed or drained most of our freshwater wetlands which has contributed to
the loss of approximately 35 per cent of wetlands worldwide between 1970-2015. We
cannot afford to lose any more as we face the climate crisis.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water
into the Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so
much we do not know about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life
in Westernport. The impact modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some
cases totally inappropriate. Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of
wastewater in high conservation value areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State
Environment Protection Policy (Waters). AGL has so far been unsuccessful in their
attempts to weaken these laws. Combining the poor impact assessments and the fact that
the plan currently does not meet the legal requirements this proposal should not continue.

The electricity generation sector will play a key role in the transition away from fossil
fuels. Renewable energy has become the cheapest alternative for new power production.
This holds true even when renewables are backed with 6 hours of storage to guarantee
that renewable energy can be delivered when required according to the Australian Energy
Market Operator and CSIRO. The fact that firmed renewables will displace gas is becoming
increasingly accepted in the energy markets. This year AEMO adjusted its Victorian GPG
annual consumption forecast for the 2014 to 2039 period. They now assume that gas
consumption will be dramatically below what was previously thought due to a higher
penetration of renewables than previously forecast.
It is concerning to see the lack of credible assessments on how noise would affect marine
wildlife. AGL acknowledge in their EES that there have been no baseline studies of the
noise in Westernport Bay. They have also not tested the impact of noise in Westernport
Bay itself nor the noise produced by a berthed FSRU. Even with these inadequate studies
the EES states that underwater sound would elicit behavioural changes in dolphins and
mask the communication of whales in the area. The noise would also deter fish and other
marine animals from foraging nearby which would affect the important ecosystem around
Crib Point.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment assessment of
the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined above, the impact on
our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife would be unacceptable. There are
many other viable, and more suitable, options Victoria can pursue to ensure that we meet
our energy needs without exposing the precious wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique
wildlife which depend on this ecosystem, or the local community to any harm.
Sincerely,
Josh Clark
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My name is Jocelyn Adams and I live in the Westernport Bay area. It’s a beautiful
thriving ecosystem We do not need AGL affecting our water and surrounding
environment Climate change is real and we need to do everything possible to
change how we access energy I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory
Committee and the Minister for Planning for the opportunity to make a submission
to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline
project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this proposal unacceptable
under its current form and that I will point to in my submission but the issue that
concerns me most is the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and
wildlife. Natural environments play a crucial role in both the mental and physical
health of the communities who access them. The potential loss of nature and access
to green spaces can contribute to mental distress and environmental grief
experienced by communities who place significance on these areas. This can
detrimentally impact on the long-term mental health of a community. Excessive
exposure to noise and light pollution in areas of recreation or among households can
result in loss of sleep and irritability. As well as increased prevalence of anxiety and a
lack of ability to focus. The impacts of noise and light pollution can result in
increased prevalence of mental health conditions in a community. Phillip Island is
the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come to see
the little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well
as other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport
Bay in the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit
will undermine the beauty of the area and be inconsistent with the perception that
it is a pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular
tourist destination. Recent research has shown that wetlands have the potential to
capture and store large amounts of carbon for hundreds of years. Wetlands should
be protected and enhanced for their role in the fight against climate change rather
than being subject to potentially damaging projects like this gas import terminal
proposed by AGL. In Victoria we have already bulldozed or drained most of our
freshwater wetlands which has contributed to the loss of approximately 35 per cent
of wetlands worldwide between 1970-2015. We cannot afford to lose any more as
we face the climate crisis. If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468
million litres of chlorinated water into the Bay each day which could have a
disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know about how
this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The impact
modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases totally
inappropriate. Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of
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My name is Harry Patchett and I care about the environment in Westernport Bay.
Natural ecosystems will be harmed and potentially destroyed by this project. I’m for
the wildlife and believe there are more sustainable ways to work with the natural
resources we have in this part of the world. I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and
Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the opportunity to make a
submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas
pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this proposal
unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to in my submission but the
issue that concerns me most is the impact on our internationally recognised
wetlands and wildlife. The beach and reserve area around Crib Point jetty is a
popular spot for residents and visitors alike. Access to the reserve and surrounding
areas is likely to be affected by the loss of bush or by disruptions because of
maintenance or high noise. The EES notes that there is not a comparable reserve
area nearby. The increased number of ships coming into Westernport Bay and the
strict exclusion zones will mean boaters or sailors will have more disruptive ship
traffic to contend with. Fishers will enjoy less catch as a result of the impact of
increased shipping and toxic chlorination of the important nursery seagrass
surrounding the Crib Point jetty. Phillip Island is the second most tourismdependent region in all of Australia. People come to see the little penguins and the
migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other incredible marine
and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of huge
gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty
of the area and be inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected
wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination. Recent
research has shown that wetlands have the potential to capture and store large
amounts of carbon for hundreds of years. Wetlands should be protected and
enhanced for their role in the fight against climate change rather than being subject
to potentially damaging projects like this gas import terminal proposed by AGL. In
Victoria we have already bulldozed or drained most of our freshwater wetlands
which has contributed to the loss of approximately 35 per cent of wetlands
worldwide between 1970-2015. We cannot afford to lose any more as we face the
climate crisis.
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My name is Marc O' Carroll and I care about the environment in Westernport Bay.

I love visiting Westernport Bay ! Ihave gone there for msny different reasons. I am an avid fisherman and
birdwatcher. There are so msny opportunities for my pursuits there. I belong to birds Australia and
receive lots of members news from there ! I

I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the opportunity
to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline
project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this proposal unacceptable under its current
form and that I will point to in my submission but the issue that concerns me most is the negative
impact on greenhouse gas emissions in Victoria.

The beach and reserve area around Crib Point jetty is a popular spot for residents and visitors alike.
Access to the reserve and surrounding areas is likely to be affected by the loss of bush or by disruptions
because of maintenance or high noise. The EES notes that there is not a comparable reserve area
nearby. The increased number of ships coming into Westernport Bay and the strict exclusion zones will
mean boaters or sailors will have more disruptive ship traffic to contend with. Fishers will enjoy less
catch as a result of the impact of increased shipping and toxic chlorination of the important nursery
seagrass surrounding the Crib Point jetty.

Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come to see the
little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other incredible
marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas tankers
and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of the area and be inconsistent
with the perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a
popular tourist destination.

Australia has committed to promote the conservation and wise use of wetlands as a signatory of the
Ramsar Convention on Wetlands of International Importance. This is understood as the maintenance of
their ecological character and preventing their degradation. It is inappropriate to build and operate a gas
import terminal in the middle of one of the most precious environments in Victoria and an
internationally significant wetland.

If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into the Bay each
day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know about
how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The impact modelling
completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate. Furthermore, current
Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high conservation value areas like Westernport
Bay - clause 22 of the State Environment Protection Policy (Waters). AGL has so far been unsuccessful in
their attempts to weaken these laws. Combining the poor impact assessments and the fact that the plan
currently does not meet the legal requirements this proposal should not continue.

The electricity generation sector will play a key role in the transition away from fossil fuels. Renewable
energy has become the cheapest alternative for new power production. This holds true even when
renewables are backed with 6 hours of storage to guarantee that renewable energy can be delivered
when required according to the Australian Energy Market Operator and CSIRO. The fact that firmed
renewables will displace gas is becoming increasingly accepted in the energy markets. This year AEMO
adjusted its Victorian GPG annual consumption forecast for the 2014 to 2039 period. They now assume
that gas consumption will be dramatically below what was previously thought due to a higher
penetration of renewables than previously forecast.

It is concerning to see the lack of credible assessments on how noise would affect marine wildlife. AGL
acknowledge in their EES that there have been no baseline studies of the noise in Westernport Bay. They
have also not tested the impact of noise in Westernport Bay itself nor the noise produced by a berthed
FSRU. Even with these inadequate studies the EES states that underwater sound would elicit behavioural
changes in dolphins and mask the communication of whales in the area. The noise would also deter fish
and other marine animals from foraging nearby which would affect the important ecosystem around
Crib Point.

Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment assessment of the Crib Point
gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined above, the negative impact on greenhouse gas
emissions in Victoria would be unacceptable. There are many other viable, and more suitable, options
Victoria can pursue to ensure that we meet our energy needs without exposing the precious wetlands of
Westernport Bay, the unique wildlife which depend on this ecosystem, or the local community to any
harm.

Sincerely,
Marc O' Carroll
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My name is Vivien Rutter and I care about the environment in Westernport Bay.

Westernport is the quiet side of the Peninsula where wildlife, water birds and bird life can thrive.

I want to thank the Crib Point Inquiry & Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning, for th
gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this p
issue that concerns me most and is the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and w

Natural environments play a crucial role in both the mental and physical health of the communit
contribute to mental distress and environmental grief experienced by communities who place sig
recreation can detrimentally impact on the long-term mental health of a community.

Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come to se
as other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay with hu
this area and damage this pristine and protected wetland. This could negatively impact the touri

Australia has committed to promote the conservation and wise use of wetlands as a signatory o
as the maintenance of their ecological character and preventing their degradation. It is inapprop
precious environments in Victoria and an internationally significant wetland.

If the project is approved, AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into the b
natural! Accidents and spills have happened in all areas of the world where heavy industry have

The impact modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases totally inappr
high conservation value areas like Westernport Bay (clause 22 of the State Environment Protec
these laws.
Combining the poor impact assessments and the fact that the plan currently does not meet the

The electricity generation sector will play a key role in the transition away from fossil fuels. Rene
fact that firmed renewables will displace gas is becoming increasingly accepted in the energy m
the 2014 to 2039 period. They now assume that gas consumption will be dramatically below wh
forecast.

It is concerning to see the lack of credible assessments on how noise would affect marine wildlif
noise in Westernport Bay. They have also not tested the impact of noise in Westernport Bay itse
the EES states that underwater sound would elicit behavioural changes in dolphins and mask th
marine animals from foraging nearby which would affect the important ecosystem around Crib P

Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment assessment of the Cr
our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife would be unacceptable. There are many oth
energy needs without exposing the precious wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique wildlife w
Yours Sincerely,
Vivien Rutter
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My name is Don Lazzaro and I live in the Westernport Bay area.
Beautiful natural setting. Clean waters, Great for swimming, fishing, surfing, camping. We eat seafood out of western port
bay. The aquatic life is fantastic. Its a pristine environment that is easily accessible from Melbourne. Unspoilt nature
settling.
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the opportunity to make a
submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety
of issues which should deem this proposal unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to in my submission
but the issue that concerns me most is the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife.
The beach and reserve area around Crib Point jetty is a popular spot for residents and visitors alike. Access to the reserve
and surrounding areas is likely to be affected by the loss of bush or by disruptions because of maintenance or high noise.
The EES notes that there is not a comparable reserve area nearby. The increased number of ships coming into
Westernport Bay and the strict exclusion zones will mean boaters or sailors will have more disruptive ship traffic to
contend with. Fishers will enjoy less catch as a result of the impact of increased shipping and toxic chlorination of the
important nursery seagrass surrounding the Crib Point jetty.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come to see the little penguins and
the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The
industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will
undermine the beauty of the area and be inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This
could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination.
Wetlands are among the most biodiverse ecosystems on earth. They combine land and water which allows them to be
home to at least 1350 species including migratory birds like the critically endangered Orange-Bellied Parrot. Half of the
Westernport Bay wetland is made up of seagrass beds which are a nursery site for prawns and fish. Westernport Bay is
also the most significant site for mangroves in Victoria. Mangroves stabilise sediment and protect the shoreline from
erosion. The shoreline directly around the Crib Point jetty is an extensive mangrove stand. Wetlands should be protected
as a key habitat for an incredible array of plants and animals rather than being subject to potentially damaging projects like
this gas import terminal proposed by AGL.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into the Bay each day which could
have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know about how this cold chlorinated wastewater
will affect marine life in Westernport. The impact modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases
totally inappropriate. Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high conservation value
areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State Environment Protection Policy (Waters). AGL has so far been
unsuccessful in their attempts to weaken these laws. Combining the poor impact assessments and the fact that the plan
currently does not meet the legal requirements this proposal should not continue.
Wetlands contain a disproportionate amount of the soil carbon on our planet. Wetlands are responsible for storing
between 20 and 30 per cent of global soil carbon despite occupying only around 5 and 8 per cent of the surface of the
Earth. Protecting wetlands such as Westernport Bay Ramsar site should be a priority to prevent the release of vast
quantities of carbon pollution to the atmosphere. This is particularly important as a defence against the impacts of climate
change.
Small marine organisms which make up the foundations of the ecosystem - like plankton and fish eggs - would be the most
impacted by this proposal. Locally they would be unable to escape being pulled into the ship intake and being subjected to
chlorine levels far above safe levels. The impact is likely to be significant with nearly half a billion litres of water being
drawn into the intakes each day. This enormous quantity of colder chlorinated water would be dumped back into the Bay
and disperse with the current thereby further affecting marine wildlife.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty
and gas pipeline project. As outlined above, the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife would be
unacceptable. There are many other viable, and more suitable, options Victoria can pursue to ensure that we meet our
energy needs without exposing the precious wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique wildlife which depend on this
ecosystem, or the local community to any harm.
Sincerely,
Don Lazzaro
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My name is Mike Heenan and I live in the Westernport Bay area.

I am very concerned about our responsibility to the RAMSAR listing and the threat to the clear water
of Westernport.

I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the
opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty
and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this proposal unacceptable
under its current form and that I will point to in my submission but the issue that concerns me most
is the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife.

The beach and reserve area around Crib Point jetty is a popular spot for residents and visitors alike.
Access to the reserve and surrounding areas is likely to be affected by the loss of bush or by
disruptions because of maintenance or high noise. The EES notes that there is not a comparable
reserve area nearby. The increased number of ships coming into Westernport Bay and the strict
exclusion zones will mean boaters or sailors will have more disruptive ship traffic to contend with.
Fishers will enjoy less catch as a result of the impact of increased shipping and toxic chlorination of
the important nursery seagrass surrounding the Crib Point jetty.

Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come to see the
little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other incredible
marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas
tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of the area and be
inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip
Island as a popular tourist destination.

Australia has committed to promote the conservation and wise use of wetlands as a signatory of the
Ramsar Convention on Wetlands of International Importance. This is understood as the maintenance
of their ecological character and preventing their degradation. It is inappropriate to build and
operate a gas import terminal in the middle of one of the most precious environments in Victoria
and an internationally significant wetland.

If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into the Bay
each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know
about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The impact
modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate.
Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high conservation value
areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State Environment Protection Policy (Waters). AGL has
so far been unsuccessful in their attempts to weaken these laws. Combining the poor impact
assessments and the fact that the plan currently does not meet the legal requirements this proposal
should not continue.

Millions of Australians consider climate change not to be a threat in the distant future but a
dangerous reality we face right now. We are on track for several degrees Celsius of warming by the
end of the century if we do not curb our emissions from fossil fuels. The plummeting costs of
renewables and energy storage has rendered fossil fuel projects not only a threat to our
environment but also bad business. Corporations like AGL should be investing more in renewables
and supporting consumers to move away from gas instead of investing in soon-to-be stranded
assets. This proposal to build a gas import terminal is not consistent with what we need to do to
create a safe climate.

It is concerning to see the lack of credible assessments on how noise would affect marine wildlife.
AGL acknowledge in their EES that there have been no baseline studies of the noise in Westernport
Bay. They have also not tested the impact of noise in Westernport Bay itself nor the noise produced
by a berthed FSRU. Even with these inadequate studies the EES states that underwater sound would
elicit behavioural changes in dolphins and mask the communication of whales in the area. The noise
would also deter fish and other marine animals from foraging nearby which would affect the
important ecosystem around Crib Point.

Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment assessment of the Crib
Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined above, the impact on our internationally
recognised wetlands and wildlife would be unacceptable. There are many other viable, and more
suitable, options Victoria can pursue to ensure that we meet our energy needs without exposing the
precious wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique wildlife which depend on this ecosystem, or the
local community to any harm.

Sincerely,
Mike Heenan
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My name is Ebony Prescott and I care about the environment in Westernport Bay. It
is important that the natural environment is preserved for the animals and the life of
our planet I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister
for Planning for the opportunity to make a submission to the environment
assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a
variety of issues which should deem this proposal unacceptable under its current
form and that I will point to in my submission but the issue that concerns me most is
the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife. A new fossil fuel
project like the gas import terminal which AGL is proposing would introduce new
risks to the local community and visitors to the area. These risks include exposing
people to toxic hydrocarbons which may leak from the facility and increased risk of
accidental fire and explosion as noted in EES Technical Report K. The nearest homes
to the import facility are about 1.5 kms away and Wooleys Beach is also close to the
site. AGL have completed only preliminary quantitative risk assessments on these
risks and have deemed the risk acceptable on that basis. It is not acceptable to
present preliminary studies and the EES should not continue until we have an
independent expert to provide final risk assessments. Phillip Island is the second
most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come to see the little
penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other
incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in
the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will
undermine the beauty of the area and be inconsistent with the perception that it is a
pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist
destination. Wetlands are among the most biodiverse ecosystems on earth. They
combine land and water which allows them to be home to at least 1350 species
including migratory birds like the critically endangered Orange-Bellied Parrot. Half of
the Westernport Bay wetland is made up of seagrass beds which are a nursery site
for prawns and fish. Westernport Bay is also the most significant site for mangroves
in Victoria. Mangroves stabilise sediment and protect the shoreline from erosion.
The shoreline directly around the Crib Point jetty is an extensive mangrove stand.
Wetlands should be protected as a key habitat for an incredible array of plants and
animals rather than being subject to potentially damaging projects like this gas
import terminal proposed by AGL. If the project is approved AGL could dump up to
468 million litres of chlorinated water into the Bay each day which could have a
disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know about how
this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The impact
modelling completed by AGL is no
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My name is Allan McCasker and I live in the Westernport Bay area. This area is
important to me as a place of natural beauty- an area that is close by that I can take
my grandchildren to watch birds that have flown from the other side of the world to
breed . It is also a home to dolphins, seals and penguins. I thank the Crib Point
Inquiry & Advisory committee and the Minister for Planning for the opportunity to
make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import
jetty and gas pipeline project.There is a variety of issues which should deem this
proposal unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to in my
submission, but the issue that concerns me most is the negative impact on
greenhouse gas emissions in Victoria. The beach and reserve area around Crib Point
jetty is a popular spot for residents and visitors alike. Access to the reserve and
surrounding areas is likely to be affected by the loss of the bush or by disruptions
because of maintenance or high noise.The EES notes that that there is not a
comparable reserve area nearby. The increased number of ships coming into
Westernport Bay and the strict exclusion zones will mean boaters or sailors will have
more disruptive ship traffic to contend with. Fishers will enjoy less catch as a result
of the impact of increased shipping and toxic chlorination of the important nursery
sea grass surrounding the Crib Point jetty. Phillip Island is the second most important
tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come to seethe little penguins
and the migrating Humpback & Southern Right whales as well as other incredible
marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of
huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the
beauty of the area and be inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and
protected wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination.
Australia has committed to the promote the conservation and wise use if wetlands
as a signatory of the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands of International
Importance.This is understood as the maintenance of their ecological character and
preventing their degradation. It is inappropriate to build and operate a gas import
terminal in the middle of one of the most precious enviroments in Victoria and an
internationally significant wetland. If the project is approved AGL could dump upto
468 million litres of chlorinated water into the Bay each day which could have a
disastrous impact on marine wildlife. The impact study completed by AGL is not
comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate. Victoria could reduce its gas
consumption through using existing technology according to energy consultants
Northmore Gordon. Thank you for the opportunity to contribute to the environment
assessment of this proposed project. There are other far more suitable options
Victoria can pursue to meet our energy needs. Allan

Sent from my iPhone
Begin forwarded message:
From: Allan
Date: 27 August 2020 at 10:32:30 am AEST
To:
Subject: Fw: Your submission re: AGL's proposed gas import terminal
Reply-To: Allan

Your submission:
My name is Allan McCasker and I live in the Westernport Bay area.
Westernport Bay is important to me as a place of natural beauty- an area that is close by that I can
take my grandchildren to watch birds that have flown from the other side of our world to breed. It is
also a home to Dolphins and seals and penguins
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the
opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty
and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this proposal unacceptable
under its current form and that I will point to in my submission but the issue that concerns me most
is the negative impact on greenhouse gas emissions in Victoria.

The beach and reserve area around Crib Point jetty is a popular spot for residents and visitors alike.
Access to the reserve and surrounding areas is likely to be affected by the loss of bush or by
disruptions because of maintenance or high noise. The EES notes that there is not a comparable
reserve area nearby. The increased number of ships coming into Westernport Bay and the strict
exclusion zones will mean boaters or sailors will have more disruptive ship traffic to contend with.
Fishers will enjoy less catch as a result of the impact of increased shipping and toxic chlorination of
the important nursery seagrass surrounding the Crib Point jetty.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come to see the
little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other incredible
marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas
tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of the area and be
inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip
Island as a popular tourist destination.
Australia has committed to promote the conservation and wise use of wetlands as a signatory of the
Ramsar Convention on Wetlands of International Importance. This is understood as the maintenance
of their ecological character and preventing their degradation. It is inappropriate to build and
operate a gas import terminal in the middle of one of the most precious environments in Victoria
and an internationally significant wetland.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into the Bay
each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know
about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The impact
modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate.
Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high conservation value
areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State Environment Protection Policy (Waters). AGL has
so far been unsuccessful in their attempts to weaken these laws. Combining the poor impact
assessments and the fact that the plan currently does not meet the legal requirements this proposal
should not continue.
The EES submitted by AGL grossly underestimates the potential for reducing our demand for gas in
Victoria. Victoria could reduce its gas consumption by between 98 and 113 petajoules by 2030
through using existing technology and targeted economic support according to a recent report
written by energy consultants Northmore Gordon. With the right government policies Victoria could
meet its energy needs without new gas including new gas fields or gas import terminals like that
proposed by AGL for Westernport Bay. These measures will lower energy costs for consumers and
reduce emissions under most scenarios. This is the case even when a lot of our electricity is
generated by fossil fuels but will become even cheaper and less polluting as more of our electricity is
generated through renewables.
Small marine organisms which make up the foundations of the ecosystem - like plankton and fish
eggs - would be the most impacted by this proposal. Locally they would be unable to escape being
pulled into the ship intake and being subjected to chlorine levels far above safe levels. The impact is
likely to be significant with nearly half a billion litres of water being drawn into the intakes each day.
This enormous quantity of colder chlorinated water would be dumped back into the Bay and
disperse with the current thereby further affecting marine wildlife.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment assessment of the Crib
Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined above, the negative impact on

greenhouse gas emissions in Victoria would be unacceptable. There are many other viable, and more
suitable, options Victoria can pursue to ensure that we meet our energy needs without exposing the
precious wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique wildlife which depend on this ecosystem, or the
local community to any harm.
Sincerely,
Allan McCasker
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Crib Point Inquiry.
My name is Trevor Blatchford and I care about the environment in Westernport Bay.
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the opportunity to make a
submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a
variety of issues which should deem this proposal unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to in
my submission but the issue that concerns me most is the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and
wildlife.
The beach and reserve area around Crib Point jetty is a popular spot for residents and visitors alike. Access to the
reserve and surrounding areas is likely to be affected by the loss of bush or by disruptions because of
maintenance or high noise. The EES notes that there is not a comparable reserve area nearby. The increased
number of ships coming into Westernport Bay and the strict exclusion zones will mean boaters or sailors will have
more disruptive ship traffic to contend with. Fishers will enjoy less catch as a result of the impact of increased
shipping and toxic chlorination of the important nursery seagrass surrounding the Crib Point jetty.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come to see the little
penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other incredible marine and wetland
wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and
Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of the area and be inconsistent with the perception that it is a
pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination.
Recent research has shown that wetlands have the potential to capture and store large amounts of carbon for
hundreds of years. Wetlands should be protected and enhanced for their role in the fight against climate change
rather than being subject to potentially damaging projects like this gas import terminal proposed by AGL. In
Victoria we have already bulldozed or drained most of our freshwater wetlands which has contributed to the loss
of approximately 35 per cent of wetlands worldwide between 1970-2015. We cannot afford to lose any more as
we face the climate crisis.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into the Bay each day
which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know about how this cold
chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The impact modelling completed by AGL is not

comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate. Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the
discharge of wastewater in high conservation value areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State
Environment Protection Policy (Waters). AGL has so far been unsuccessful in their attempts to weaken these laws.
Combining the poor impact assessments and the fact that the plan currently does not meet the legal
requirements this proposal should not continue.
Wetlands contain a disproportionate amount of the soil carbon on our planet. Wetlands are responsible for storing
between 20 and 30 per cent of global soil carbon despite occupying only around 5 and 8 per cent of the surface
of the Earth. Protecting wetlands such as Westernport Bay Ramsar site should be a priority to prevent the release
of vast quantities of carbon pollution to the atmosphere. This is particularly important as a defense against the
impacts of climate change.
Small marine organisms which make up the foundations of the ecosystem - like plankton and fish eggs - would be
the most impacted by this proposal. Locally they would be unable to escape being pulled into the ship intake and
being subjected to chlorine levels far above safe levels. The impact is likely to be significant with nearly half a
billion litres of water being drawn into the intakes each day. This enormous quantity of colder chlorinated water
would be dumped back into the Bay and disperse with the current thereby further affecting marine wildlife.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas
import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined above, the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands
and wildlife would be unacceptable. There are many other viable, and more suitable, options Victoria can pursue
to ensure that we meet our energy needs without exposing the precious wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique
wildlife which depend on this ecosystem, or the local community to any harm.
Sincerely,
Trevor Blatchford
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I have been coming to the Somers since I was a child, and chose to live here
when I retired as it is a beautiful and unique part of Victoria. It is the quiet
wilder side of the Mornington Peninsula with beautiful bays, mangrove ,
wetlands, clean beaches.
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for
Planning for the opportunity to make a submission to the environment
assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. There
are a variety of issues that I will point to in my submission but the issue that
concerns me most is the impact on the local community.
The beach and reserve area around Crib Point jetty is a popular spot for
residents and visitors alike. Access to the reserve and surrounding areas is
likely to be affected by the loss of bush or by disruptions because of
maintenance or high noise. The EES notes that there is not a comparable
reserve area nearby. The increased number of ships coming into Westernport
Bay and the strict exclusion zones will mean boaters or sailors will have more
disruptive ship traffic to contend with. Fishers will enjoy less catch as a result
of the impact of increased shipping and toxic chlorination of the important
nursery seagrass surrounding the Crib Point jetty.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia.
People come to see the little penguins and the migrating Humpback and
Southern Right whales as well as other incredible marine and wetland wildlife.
The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas tankers and a
Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of the area
and be inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected
wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination.
Australia has committed to promote the conservation and wise use of
wetlands as a signatory of the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands of
International Importance. This is understood as the maintenance of their
ecological character and preventing their degradation. It is inappropriate to
build and operate a gas import terminal in the middle of one of the most
precious environments in Victoria and an internationally significant wetland.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of
chlorinated water into the Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact
on marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know about how this cold
chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The impact
modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases totally
inappropriate. Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of
wastewater in high conservation value areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22
of the State Environment Protection Policy (Waters). AGL has so far been
unsuccessful in their attempts to weaken these laws. Combining the poor
impact assessments and the fact that the plan currently does not meet the
legal requirements this proposal should not continue.
Millions of Australians consider climate change not to be a threat in the distant
future but a dangerous reality we face right now. We are on track for several
degrees Celsius of warming by the end of the century if we do not curb our
emissions from fossil fuels. The plummeting costs of renewables and energy
storage has rendered fossil fuel projects not only a threat to our environment
but also bad business. Corporations like AGL should be investing more in
renewables and supporting consumers to move away from gas instead of

investing in soon-to-be stranded assets. This proposal to build a gas import
terminal is not consistent with what we need to do to create a safe climate.
Small marine organisms which make up the foundations of the ecosystem like plankton and fish eggs - would be the most impacted by this proposal.
Locally they would be unable to escape being pulled into the ship intake and
being subjected to chlorine levels far above safe levels. The impact is likely to
be significant with nearly half a billion litres of water being drawn into the
intakes each day. This enormous quantity of colder chlorinated water would
be dumped back into the Bay and disperse with the current thereby further
affecting marine wildlife.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment
assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As
outlined above, the impact on the local community. would be unacceptable.
There are many other viable, and more suitable, options Victoria can pursue
to ensure that we meet our energy needs without exposing the precious
wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique wildlife which depend on this
ecosystem, or the local community to any harm.
Sincerely,
Barbara Burstall
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My name is Rachel Unicomb and I care about the environment in Westernport Bay.
I think all areas of natural beauty that remain unspoilt need to be protected from mining,
drilling etc
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the
opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import
jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this proposal
unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to in my submission but the issue
that concerns me most is the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife.
Natural environments play a crucial role in both the mental and physical health of the
communities who access them. The potential loss of nature and access to green spaces can
contribute to mental distress and environmental grief experienced by communities who place
significance on these areas. This can detrimentally impact on the long-term mental health of
a community. Excessive exposure to noise and light pollution in areas of recreation or among
households can result in loss of sleep and irritability. As well as increased prevalence of
anxiety and a lack of ability to focus. The impacts of noise and light pollution can result in
increased prevalence of mental health conditions in a community.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come
to see the little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as
other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the
form of huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the
beauty of the area and be inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected
wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination.
Recent research has shown that wetlands have the potential to capture and store large
amounts of carbon for hundreds of years. Wetlands should be protected and enhanced for
their role in the fight against climate change rather than being subject to potentially
damaging projects like this gas import terminal proposed by AGL. In Victoria we have
already bulldozed or drained most of our freshwater wetlands which has contributed to the
loss of approximately 35 per cent of wetlands worldwide between 1970-2015. We cannot
afford to lose any more as we face the climate crisis.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into
the Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much
we do not know about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in
Westernport. The impact modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some
cases totally inappropriate. Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of
wastewater in high conservation value areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State
Environment Protection Policy (Waters). AGL has so far been unsuccessful in their attempts
to weaken these laws. Combining the poor impact assessments and the fact that the plan
currently does not meet the legal requirements this proposal should not continue.
Millions of Australians consider climate change not to be a threat in the distant future but a
dangerous reality we face right now. We are on track for several degrees Celsius of warming
by the end of the century if we do not curb our emissions from fossil fuels. The plummeting
costs of renewables and energy storage has rendered fossil fuel projects not only a threat to
our environment but also bad business. Corporations like AGL should be investing more in

renewables and supporting consumers to move away from gas instead of investing in soon-tobe stranded assets. This proposal to build a gas import terminal is not consistent with what
we need to do to create a safe climate.
Large ships like LNG tankers have been recorded as having hit whales and other marine
mammals. The EES has grossly underreported the chance of whale strike at 1-in-2500 per
year. Using their own figures the actual calculated risk is 1-in-326. This means a 1-in-16
chance over the proposed 20-year lifespan. It is likely that these numbers are conservative
because the number of whales observed with injuries consistent with ship strike is higher than
the number of strikes reported by shipping operators. The conclusion that a ship strike would
have a low consequence to the visiting Southern Right whale population is inconsistent with
the Conservation Management Plan for Southern Right whales.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment assessment of the
Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined above, the impact on our
internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife would be unacceptable. There are many
other viable, and more suitable, options Victoria can pursue to ensure that we meet our
energy needs without exposing the precious wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique wildlife
which depend on this ecosystem, or the local community to any harm.
Sincerely,
Rachel Unicomb
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https://www.facebook.com/SaveWesternPort/ We are aware of the hefty
consequences involved here and the typical attitude that i have observed as a voter
in a different world, government and processes that raise serious questions and
points requiring redress. Considering the position of the current Victorian
government, open and frank decisions need to be made in favor of the environment,
people and communities affected by this development. Big corporate business and
government can not continue to now openly be seen as walking hand in hand. This
for our communities and Victoria, ney Australia will have a positive influence in
seeing justice done for our environmental assets and the sort of governance we the
people want to see and have been putting up with for years. Mark the change to
society about the typical culture and view of the government and management of
issues in line with citizens everywhere. Failing this let alone some disaster in the
future related to the AGL plant would mark the end politically for concerned parties
but continue to erode confidence in an already anxious society. Cement change and
refuse this projects go ahead. Just 1 degree celcius of change can do so much what
would one really expect over a long term effect with a variance of 7 degrees?
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My name is Liz Needham and I care about the environment in Westernport Bay.
Western port Bay has such unique wildlife and sea life as well as vegetation such as sea grass
and mangroves which are vital to the eco system. It Is also an area of fantastic natural beauty
attracting locals and tourists and should not be destroyed
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the
opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import
jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this proposal
unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to in my submission but the issue
that concerns me most is the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife.
The beach and reserve area around Crib Point jetty is a popular spot for residents and visitors
alike. Access to the reserve and surrounding areas is likely to be affected by the loss of bush
or by disruptions because of maintenance or high noise. The EES notes that there is not a
comparable reserve area nearby. The increased number of ships coming into Westernport Bay
and the strict exclusion zones will mean boaters or sailors will have more disruptive ship
traffic to contend with. Fishers will enjoy less catch as a result of the impact of increased
shipping and toxic chlorination of the important nursery seagrass surrounding the Crib Point
jetty.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come to
see the little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as
other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the
form of huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the
beauty of the area and be inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected
wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination.
Recent research has shown that wetlands have the potential to capture and store large
amounts of carbon for hundreds of years. Wetlands should be protected and enhanced for
their role in the fight against climate change rather than being subject to potentially damaging
projects like this gas import terminal proposed by AGL. In Victoria we have already
bulldozed or drained most of our freshwater wetlands which has contributed to the loss of
approximately 35 per cent of wetlands worldwide between 1970-2015. We cannot afford to
lose any more as we face the climate crisis.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into
the Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much
we do not know about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in
Westernport. The impact modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some
cases totally inappropriate. Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of
wastewater in high conservation value areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State
Environment Protection Policy (Waters). AGL has so far been unsuccessful in their attempts
to weaken these laws. Combining the poor impact assessments and the fact that the plan
currently does not meet the legal requirements this proposal should not continue.
Wetlands contain a disproportionate amount of the soil carbon on our planet. Wetlands are
responsible for storing between 20 and 30 per cent of global soil carbon despite occupying
only around 5 and 8 per cent of the surface of the Earth. Protecting wetlands such as
Westernport Bay Ramsar site should be a priority to prevent the release of vast quantities of

carbon pollution to the atmosphere. This is particularly important as a defense against the
impacts of climate change.
Small marine organisms which make up the foundations of the ecosystem - like plankton and
fish eggs - would be the most impacted by this proposal. Locally they would be unable to
escape being pulled into the ship intake and being subjected to chlorine levels far above safe
levels. The impact is likely to be significant with nearly half a billion litres of water being
drawn into the intakes each day. This enormous quantity of colder chlorinated water would
be dumped back into the Bay and disperse with the current thereby further affecting marine
wildlife.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment assessment of the
Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined above, the impact on our
internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife would be unacceptable. There are many
other viable, and more suitable, options Victoria can pursue to ensure that we meet our
energy needs without exposing the precious wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique wildlife
which depend on this ecosystem, or the local community to any harm.
Sincerely,
Liz Needham
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My name is Priyadharshini Raveendran and I care about the environment in
Westernport Bay.
The environment in Westernport Bay is in danger and we need to act now.
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning
for the opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib
Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which
should deem this proposal unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to
in my submission but the issue that concerns me most is the negative impact on
greenhouse gas emissions in Victoria.
A new fossil fuel project like the gas import terminal which AGL is proposing would
introduce new risks to the local community and visitors to the area. These risks
include exposing people to toxic hydrocarbons which may leak from the facility and
increased risk of accidental fire and explosion as noted in EES Technical Report K.
The nearest homes to the import facility are about 1.5 kms away and Wooleys Beach
is also close to the site. AGL have completed only preliminary quantitative risk
assessments on these risks and have deemed the risk acceptable on that basis. It is
not acceptable to present preliminary studies and the EES should not continue until
we have an independent expert to provide final risk assessments. My family live and
work in the suburbs surrounding Westernport Bay. This means that they may be at
risk of experiencing detrimental health effects from exposure to toxic gases.
Increasing the risk of toxic gas exposure and environmental damage through fires
does not only impact the environment negatively. It also places individuals who are
living and working in and around Westernport Bay at risk of rapid decline of their
physical, mental, and social health.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People
come to see the little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right
whales as well as other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation
of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and
Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of the area and be inconsistent with
the perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip
Island as a popular tourist destination.
Wetlands are among the most biodiverse ecosystems on earth. They combine land
and water which allows them to be home to at least 1350 species including migratory
birds like the critically endangered Orange-Bellied Parrot. Half of the Westernport
Bay wetland is made up of seagrass beds which are a nursery site for prawns and
fish. Westernport Bay is also the most significant site for mangroves in Victoria.
Mangroves stabilise sediment and protect the shoreline from erosion. The shoreline
directly around the Crib Point jetty is an extensive mangrove stand. Wetlands should
be protected as a key habitat for an incredible array of plants and animals rather
than being subject to potentially damaging projects like this gas import terminal
proposed by AGL.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated
water into the Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife.
There is so much we do not know about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will

affect marine life in Westernport. The impact modelling completed by AGL is not
comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate. Furthermore, current
Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high conservation value areas
like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State Environment Protection Policy
(Waters). AGL has so far been unsuccessful in their attempts to weaken these laws.
Combining the poor impact assessments and the fact that the plan currently does not
meet the legal requirements this proposal should not continue.
Millions of Australians consider climate change not to be a threat in the distant future
but a dangerous reality we face right now. We are on track for several degrees
Celsius of warming by the end of the century if we do not curb our emissions from
fossil fuels. The plummeting costs of renewables and energy storage has rendered
fossil fuel projects not only a threat to our environment but also bad business.
Corporations like AGL should be investing more in renewables and supporting
consumers to move away from gas instead of investing in soon-to-be stranded
assets. This proposal to build a gas import terminal is not consistent with what we
need to do to create a safe climate.
Small marine organisms which make up the foundations of the ecosystem - like
plankton and fish eggs - would be the most impacted by this proposal. Locally they
would be unable to escape being pulled into the ship intake and being subjected to
chlorine levels far above safe levels. The impact is likely to be significant with nearly
half a billion litres of water being drawn into the intakes each day. This enormous
quantity of colder chlorinated water would be dumped back into the Bay and
disperse with the current thereby further damaging marine wildlife.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment
assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined
above, the negative impact on greenhouse gas emissions in Victoria would be
unacceptable. There are many other viable, and more suitable, options Victoria can
pursue to ensure that we meet our energy needs without exposing the precious
wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique wildlife which depend on this ecosystem, or
the local community to any harm.
Sincerely,
Priyadharshini Raveendran
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My name is Sophie Kershaw and I live in the Westernport Bay area.
It is an amazing area of beauty. It keeps us connected to nature, it allows me to teach my kids about the
ocean and why sustainability it is important. It is a vital part of our community.
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the opportunity
to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline
project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this proposal unacceptable under its current
form and that I will point to in my submission but the issue that concerns me most is the impact on our
internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife.
Natural environments play a crucial role in both the mental and physical health of the communities who
access them. The potential loss of nature and access to green spaces can contribute to mental distress
and environmental grief experienced by communities who place significance on these areas. This can
detrimentally impact on the long-term mental health of a community. Excessive exposure to noise and
light pollution in areas of recreation or among households can result in loss of sleep and irritability. As
well as increased prevalence of anxiety and a lack of ability to focus. The impacts of noise and light
pollution can result in increased prevalence of mental health conditions in a community.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come to see the
little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other incredible
marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas tankers
and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of the area and be
inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip
Island as a popular tourist destination.
Recent research has shown that wetlands have the potential to capture and store large amounts of
carbon for hundreds of years. Wetlands should be protected and enhanced for their role in the fight
against climate change rather than being subject to potentially damaging projects like this gas import
terminal proposed by AGL. In Victoria we have already bulldozed or drained most of our freshwater
wetlands which has contributed to the loss of approximately 35 per cent of wetlands worldwide between
1970-2015. We cannot afford to lose any more as we face the climate crisis.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into the Bay each
day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know about
how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The impact modelling
completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate. Furthermore, current
Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high conservation value areas like Westernport
Bay - clause 22 of the State Environment Protection Policy (Waters). AGL has so far been unsuccessful
in their attempts to weaken these laws. Combining the poor impact assessments and the fact that the
plan currently does not meet the legal requirements this proposal should not continue.
Wetlands contain a disproportionate amount of the soil carbon on our planet. Wetlands are responsible
for storing between 20 and 30 per cent of global soil carbon despite occupying only around 5 and 8 per
cent of the surface of the Earth. Protecting wetlands such as Westernport Bay Ramsar site should be a
priority to prevent the release of vast quantities of carbon pollution to the atmosphere. This is particularly
important as a defense against the impacts of climate change.
It is concerning to see the lack of credible assessments on how noise would affect marine wildlife. AGL
acknowledge in their EES that there have been no baseline studies of the noise in Westernport Bay.
They have also not tested the impact of noise in Westernport Bay itself nor the noise produced by a
berthed FSRU. Even with these inadequate studies the EES states that underwater sound would elicit
behavioural changes in dolphins and mask the communication of whales in the area. The noise would
also deter fish and other marine animals from foraging nearby which would affect the important
ecosystem around Crib Point.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment assessment of the Crib Point
gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined above, the impact on our internationally recognised
wetlands and wildlife would be unacceptable. There are many other viable, and more suitable, options
Victoria can pursue to ensure that we meet our energy needs without exposing the precious wetlands of
Westernport Bay, the unique wildlife which depend on this ecosystem, or the local community to any
harm.
Sincerely,
Sophie Kershaw
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My name is Adam Kershaw and I live in the Westernport Bay area.
It is an amazing area of beauty. It keeps us connected to nature, it allows me to teach my kids about the
ocean and why sustainability it is important. It is a vital part of our community.
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the opportunity
to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline
project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this proposal unacceptable under its current
form and that I will point to in my submission but the issue that concerns me most is the impact on our
internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife.
Natural environments play a crucial role in both the mental and physical health of the communities who
access them. The potential loss of nature and access to green spaces can contribute to mental distress
and environmental grief experienced by communities who place significance on these areas. This can
detrimentally impact on the long-term mental health of a community. Excessive exposure to noise and
light pollution in areas of recreation or among households can result in loss of sleep and irritability. As
well as increased prevalence of anxiety and a lack of ability to focus. The impacts of noise and light
pollution can result in increased prevalence of mental health conditions in a community.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come to see the
little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other incredible
marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas tankers
and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of the area and be
inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip
Island as a popular tourist destination.
Recent research has shown that wetlands have the potential to capture and store large amounts of
carbon for hundreds of years. Wetlands should be protected and enhanced for their role in the fight
against climate change rather than being subject to potentially damaging projects like this gas import
terminal proposed by AGL. In Victoria we have already bulldozed or drained most of our freshwater
wetlands which has contributed to the loss of approximately 35 per cent of wetlands worldwide between
1970-2015. We cannot afford to lose any more as we face the climate crisis.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into the Bay each
day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know about
how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The impact modelling
completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate. Furthermore, current
Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high conservation value areas like Westernport
Bay - clause 22 of the State Environment Protection Policy (Waters). AGL has so far been unsuccessful
in their attempts to weaken these laws. Combining the poor impact assessments and the fact that the
plan currently does not meet the legal requirements this proposal should not continue.
Wetlands contain a disproportionate amount of the soil carbon on our planet. Wetlands are responsible
for storing between 20 and 30 per cent of global soil carbon despite occupying only around 5 and 8 per
cent of the surface of the Earth. Protecting wetlands such as Westernport Bay Ramsar site should be a
priority to prevent the release of vast quantities of carbon pollution to the atmosphere. This is particularly
important as a defense against the impacts of climate change.
It is concerning to see the lack of credible assessments on how noise would affect marine wildlife. AGL
acknowledge in their EES that there have been no baseline studies of the noise in Westernport Bay.
They have also not tested the impact of noise in Westernport Bay itself nor the noise produced by a
berthed FSRU. Even with these inadequate studies the EES states that underwater sound would elicit
behavioural changes in dolphins and mask the communication of whales in the area. The noise would
also deter fish and other marine animals from foraging nearby which would affect the important
ecosystem around Crib Point.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment assessment of the Crib Point
gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined above, the impact on our internationally recognised
wetlands and wildlife would be unacceptable. There are many other viable, and more suitable, options
Victoria can pursue to ensure that we meet our energy needs without exposing the precious wetlands of
Westernport Bay, the unique wildlife which depend on this ecosystem, or the local community to any
harm.
Sincerely,
Adam Kershaw
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My name is Kezia Brett and I live in the Westernport Bay area.
Westernport Bay is a beautiful place. This unique and precious ecosystem should be
protected for generations to come. We need to put the long-term benefits -- to
communities and the local flora and fauna -- before the self-interests of big business.
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the
opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas
import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this
proposal unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to in my submission but
the issue that concerns me most is the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands
and wildlife.
Natural environments play a crucial role in both the mental and physical health of the
communities who access them. The potential loss of nature and access to green spaces can
contribute to mental distress and environmental grief experienced by communities who
place significance on these areas. This can detrimentally impact on the long-term mental
health of a community. Excessive exposure to noise and light pollution in areas of recreation
or among households can result in loss of sleep and irritability. As well as increased
prevalence of anxiety and a lack of ability to focus. The impacts of noise and light pollution
can result in increased prevalence of mental health conditions in a community.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come
to see the little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as
other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in
the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine
the beauty of the area and be inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and
protected wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination.
Recent research has shown that wetlands have the potential to capture and store large
amounts of carbon for hundreds of years. Wetlands should be protected and enhanced for
their role in the fight against climate change rather than being subject to potentially
damaging projects like this gas import terminal proposed by AGL. In Victoria we have
already bulldozed or drained most of our freshwater wetlands which has contributed to the
loss of approximately 35 per cent of wetlands worldwide between 1970-2015. We cannot
afford to lose any more as we face the climate crisis.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into
the Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much
we do not know about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in

Westernport. The impact modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some
cases totally inappropriate. Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of
wastewater in high conservation value areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State
Environment Protection Policy (Waters). AGL has so far been unsuccessful in their attempts
to weaken these laws. Combining the poor impact assessments and the fact that the plan
currently does not meet the legal requirements this proposal should not continue.
The electricity generation sector will play a key role in the transition away from fossil fuels.
Renewable energy has become the cheapest alternative for new power production. This
holds true even when renewables are backed with 6 hours of storage to guarantee that
renewable energy can be delivered when required according to the Australian Energy
Market Operator and CSIRO. The fact that firmed renewables will displace gas is becoming
increasingly accepted in the energy markets. This year AEMO adjusted its Victorian GPG
annual consumption forecast for the 2014 to 2039 period. They now assume that gas
consumption will be dramatically below what was previously thought due to a higher
penetration of renewables than previously forecast.
Small marine organisms which make up the foundations of the ecosystem - like plankton
and fish eggs - would be the most impacted by this proposal. Locally they would be unable
to escape being pulled into the ship intake and being subjected to chlorine levels far above
safe levels. The impact is likely to be significant with nearly half a billion litres of water being
drawn into the intakes each day. This enormous quantity of colder chlorinated water would
be dumped back into the Bay and disperse with the current thereby further affecting marine
wildlife.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment assessment of
the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined above, the impact on
our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife would be unacceptable. There are
many other viable, and more suitable, options Victoria can pursue to ensure that we meet
our energy needs without exposing the precious wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique
wildlife which depend on this ecosystem, or the local community to any harm.
Sincerely,
Kezia Brett
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20 August 2020
AGL

Dirty Gas Project – Westernport bay.
Dear AGL

My name is Fiona Curl and I live in the Westernport Bay area.

Big companies should be held accountable having nil moral or obligatory ground when
choosing to exploit and destruct what really does not belong to them. It's time better
decisions are made for Australia's growth, our children and the planet.

I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for
the opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point
gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should
deem this proposal unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to in my
submission but the issue that concerns me most is the impact on our internationally
recognised wetlands and wildlife.
A new fossil fuel project like the gas import terminal which AGL is proposing would
introduce new risks to the local community and visitors to the area. These risks include
exposing people to toxic hydrocarbons which may leak from the facility and increased
risk of accidental fire and explosion as noted in EES Technical Report K. The nearest
homes to the import facility are about 1.5 kms away and Wooleys Beach is also close to
the site. AGL have completed only preliminary quantitative risk assessments on these
risks and have deemed the risk acceptable on that basis. It is not acceptable to present
preliminary studies and the EES should not continue until we have an independent
expert to provide final risk assessments.

Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People
come to see the little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales
as well as other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of
Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and
Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of the area and be inconsistent with the
perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as
a popular tourist destination.
Wetlands are among the most biodiverse ecosystems on earth. They combine land and
water which allows them to be home to at least 1350 species including migratory birds
like the critically endangered Orange-Bellied Parrot. Half of the Westernport Bay
wetland is made up of seagrass beds which are a nursery site for prawns and fish.

Westernport Bay is also the most significant site for mangroves in Victoria. Mangroves
stabilise sediment and protect the shoreline from erosion. The shoreline directly around
the Crib Point jetty is an extensive mangrove stand. Wetlands should be protected as a
key habitat for an incredible array of plants and animals rather than being subject to
potentially damaging projects like this gas import terminal proposed by AGL.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water
into the Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is
so much we do not know about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine
life in Westernport. The impact modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and
in some cases totally inappropriate. Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the
discharge of wastewater in high conservation value areas like Westernport Bay - clause
22 of the State Environment Protection Policy (Waters). AGL has so far been
unsuccessful in their attempts to weaken these laws. Combining the poor impact
assessments and the fact that the plan currently does not meet the legal requirements
this proposal should not continue.

Millions of Australians consider climate change not to be a threat in the distant future
but a dangerous reality we face right now. We are on track for several degrees Celsius of
warming by the end of the century if we do not curb our emissions from fossil fuels. The
plummeting costs of renewables and energy storage has rendered fossil fuel projects
not only a threat to our environment but also bad business. Corporations like AGL
should be investing more in renewables and supporting consumers to move away from
gas instead of investing in soon-to-be stranded assets. This proposal to build a gas
import terminal is not consistent with what we need to do to create a safe climate.
Small marine organisms which make up the foundations of the ecosystem - like
plankton and fish eggs - would be the most impacted by this proposal. Locally they
would be unable to escape being pulled into the ship intake and being subjected to
chlorine levels far above safe levels. The impact is likely to be significant with nearly
half a billion litres of water being drawn into the intakes each day. This enormous
quantity of colder chlorinated water would be dumped back into the Bay and disperse
with the current thereby further affecting marine wildlife.

Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment assessment
of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined above, the impact
on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife would be unacceptable. There
are many other viable, and more suitable, options Victoria can pursue to ensure that we
meet our energy needs without exposing the precious wetlands of Westernport Bay, the
unique wildlife which depend on this ecosystem, or the local community to any harm.
Sincerely,
Fiona Curl
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My name is Diana Langmead and I live in the Westernport Bay area.
Its unique biodiversity is a treasure to be protected. Over 60 years, I have seen the effects of
climate change on the bay alongside the effects of increased maritime traffic. Fragile and
vulnerable, its deterioration is salvagable.
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for
the opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas
import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this
proposal unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to in my submission but
the issue that concerns me most is the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands
and wildlife.
A new fossil fuel project like the gas import terminal which AGL is proposing would
introduce new risks to the local community and visitors to the area. These risks include
exposing people to toxic hydrocarbons which may leak from the facility and increased risk
of accidental fire and explosion as noted in EES Technical Report K. The nearest homes to
the import facility are about 1.5 kms away and Wooleys Beach is also close to the site. AGL
have completed only preliminary quantitative risk assessments on these risks and have
deemed the risk acceptable on that basis. It is not acceptable to present preliminary studies
and the EES should not continue until we have an independent expert to provide final risk
assessments.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come
to see the little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well
as other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in
the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will
undermine the beauty of the area and be inconsistent with the perception that it is a
pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist
destination.
Australia has committed to promote the conservation and wise use of wetlands as a
signatory of the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands of International Importance. This is
understood as the maintenance of their ecological character and preventing their
degradation. It is inappropriate to build and operate a gas import terminal in the middle of
one of the most precious environments in Victoria and an internationally significant
wetland.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into
the Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so
much we do not know about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in
Westernport. The impact modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some
cases totally inappropriate. Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of
wastewater in high conservation value areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State
Environment Protection Policy (Waters). AGL has so far been unsuccessful in their attempts
to weaken these laws. Combining the poor impact assessments and the fact that the plan
currently does not meet the legal requirements this proposal should not continue.
Millions of Australians consider climate change not to be a threat in the distant future but
a dangerous reality we face right now. We are on track for several degrees Celsius of
warming by the end of the century if we do not curb our emissions from fossil fuels. The
plummeting costs of renewables and energy storage has rendered fossil fuel projects not

only a threat to our environment but also bad business. Corporations like AGL should be
investing more in renewables and supporting consumers to move away from gas instead of
investing in soon-to-be stranded assets. This proposal to build a gas import terminal is not
consistent with what we need to do to create a safe climate.
Small marine organisms which make up the foundations of the ecosystem - like plankton
and fish eggs - would be the most impacted by this proposal. Locally they would be unable
to escape being pulled into the ship intake and being subjected to chlorine levels far above
safe levels. The impact is likely to be significant with nearly half a billion litres of water
being drawn into the intakes each day. This enormous quantity of colder chlorinated water
would be dumped back into the Bay and disperse with the current thereby further affecting
marine wildlife.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment assessment of
the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined above, the impact on
our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife would be unacceptable. There are
many other viable, and more suitable, options Victoria can pursue to ensure that we meet
our energy needs without exposing the precious wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique
wildlife which depend on this ecosystem, or the local community to any harm.
Sincerely,
Diana Langmead
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My name is Aaron Tully and I care about the environment in Westernport Bay.
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the
opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import
jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this proposal
unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to in my submission but the issue that
concerns me most is the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife.
Natural environments play a crucial role in both the mental and physical health of the
communities who access them. The potential loss of nature and access to green spaces can
contribute to mental distress and environmental grief experienced by communities who place
significance on these areas. This can detrimentally impact on the long-term mental health of a
community. Excessive exposure to noise and light pollution in areas of recreation or among
households can result in loss of sleep and irritability. As well as increased prevalence of anxiety
and a lack of ability to focus. The impacts of noise and light pollution can result in increased
prevalence of mental health conditions in a community.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come to see
the little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other
incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of
huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of the
area and be inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This could
impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination.
Australia has committed to promote the conservation and wise use of wetlands as a signatory of
the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands of International Importance. This is understood as the
maintenance of their ecological character and preventing their degradation. It is inappropriate to
build and operate a gas import terminal in the middle of one of the most precious environments
in Victoria and an internationally significant wetland.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into the
Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much we do
not know about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The
impact modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases totally
inappropriate. Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high
conservation value areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State Environment Protection
Policy (Waters). AGL has so far been unsuccessful in their attempts to weaken these laws.
Combining the poor impact assessments and the fact that the plan currently does not meet the
legal requirements this proposal should not continue.
Millions of Australians consider climate change not to be a threat in the distant future but a
dangerous reality we face right now. We are on track for several degrees Celsius of warming by
the end of the century if we do not curb our emissions from fossil fuels. The plummeting costs of
renewables and energy storage has rendered fossil fuel projects not only a threat to our
environment but also bad business. Corporations like AGL should be investing more in renewables

and supporting consumers to move away from gas instead of investing in soon-to-be stranded
assets. This proposal to build a gas import terminal is not consistent with what we need to do to
create a safe climate.
It is concerning to see the lack of credible assessments on how noise would affect marine wildlife.
AGL acknowledge in their EES that there have been no baseline studies of the noise in Westernport
Bay. They have also not tested the impact of noise in Westernport Bay itself nor the noise
produced by a berthed FSRU. Even with these inadequate studies the EES states that underwater
sound would elicit behavioural changes in dolphins and mask the communication of whales in the
area. The noise would also deter fish and other marine animals from foraging nearby which would
affect the important ecosystem around Crib Point.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment assessment of the Crib
Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined above, the impact on our
internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife would be unacceptable. There are many other
viable, and more suitable, options Victoria can pursue to ensure that we meet our energy needs
without exposing the precious wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique wildlife which depend on
this ecosystem, or the local community to any harm.
Sincerely,
Aaron Tully
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My name is Etan Scott and I care about the environment in Westernport Bay because it
has ecological and environmental value.
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for
the opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point
gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should
deem this proposal unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to in my
submission but the issue that concerns me most is the impact on our internationally
recognised wetlands and wildlife.
Natural environments play a crucial role in both the mental and physical health of the
communities who access them. The potential loss of nature and access to green spaces
can contribute to mental distress and environmental grief experienced by communities
who place significance on these areas. This can detrimentally impact on the long-term
mental health of a community. Excessive exposure to noise and light pollution in areas of
recreation or among households can result in loss of sleep and irritability. As well as
increased prevalence of anxiety and a lack of ability to focus. The impacts of noise and
light pollution can result in increased prevalence of mental health conditions in a
community.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People
come to see the little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales
as well as other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of
Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and
Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of the area and be inconsistent with the
perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a
popular tourist destination.
Recent research has shown that wetlands have the potential to capture and store large
amounts of carbon for hundreds of years. Wetlands should be protected and enhanced
for their role in the fight against climate change rather than being subject to potentially
damaging projects like this gas import terminal proposed by AGL. In Victoria we have
already bulldozed or drained most of our freshwater wetlands which has contributed to
the loss of approximately 35 per cent of wetlands worldwide between 1970-2015. We
cannot afford to lose any more as we face the climate crisis.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water
into the Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is
so much we do not know about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine
life in Westernport. The impact modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and
in some cases totally inappropriate. Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the
discharge of wastewater in high conservation value areas like Westernport Bay - clause
22 of the State Environment Protection Policy (Waters). AGL has so far been unsuccessful
in their attempts to weaken these laws. Combining the poor impact assessments and the
fact that the plan currently does not meet the legal requirements this proposal should
not continue.

Millions of Australians consider climate change not to be a threat in the distant future
but a dangerous reality we face right now. We are on track for several degrees Celsius of
warming by the end of the century if we do not curb our emissions from fossil fuels. The
plummeting costs of renewables and energy storage has rendered fossil fuel projects not
only a threat to our environment but also bad business. Corporations like AGL should be
investing more in renewables and supporting consumers to move away from gas instead
of investing in soon-to-be stranded assets. This proposal to build a gas import terminal
is not consistent with what we need to do to create a safe climate.
It is concerning to see the lack of credible assessments on how noise would affect
marine wildlife. AGL acknowledge in their EES that there have been no baseline studies
of the noise in Westernport Bay. They have also not tested the impact of noise in
Westernport Bay itself nor the noise produced by a berthed FSRU. Even with these
inadequate studies the EES states that underwater sound would elicit behavioural
changes in dolphins and mask the communication of whales in the area. The noise would
also deter fish and other marine animals from foraging nearby which would affect the
important ecosystem around Crib Point.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment assessment
of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined above, the impact
on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife would be unacceptable. There
are many other viable, and more suitable, options Victoria can pursue to ensure that we
meet our energy needs without exposing the precious wetlands of Westernport Bay, the
unique wildlife which depend on this ecosystem, or the local community to any harm.
Sincerely,
Etan Scott
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My name is Rachel Davis and I care about the environment in Westernport Bay.
It’s a beautiful area where friends and family can get away from the city for a day or two to enjoy the
nature.
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the
opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty
and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this proposal unacceptable
under its current form and that I will point to in my submission but the issue that concerns me most
is the negative impact on greenhouse gas emissions in Victoria.
Natural environments play a crucial role in both the mental and physical health of the communities
who access them. The potential loss of nature and access to green spaces can contribute to mental
distress and environmental grief experienced by communities who place significance on these areas.
This can detrimentally impact on the long-term mental health of a community. Excessive exposure to
noise and light pollution in areas of recreation or among households can result in loss of sleep and
irritability. As well as increased prevalence of anxiety and a lack of ability to focus. The impacts of
noise and light pollution can result in increased prevalence of mental health conditions in a
community.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come to see the
little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other incredible
marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of
huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of the
area and be inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This could
impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination.
Recent research has shown that wetlands have the potential to capture and store large amounts of
carbon for hundreds of years. Wetlands should be protected and enhanced for their role in the fight
against climate change rather than being subject to potentially damaging projects like
this gas import terminal proposed by AGL. In Victoria we have already bulldozed or drained most of
our freshwater wetlands which has contributed to the loss of approximately 35 per cent of wetlands
worldwide between 1970-2015. We cannot afford to lose any more as we face the climate crisis.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into the Bay
each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know
about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The impact
modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate.
Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high conservation value
areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State Environment Protection Policy (Waters). AGL has
so far been unsuccessful in their attempts to weaken these laws. Combining the poor impact
assessments and the fact that the plan currently does not meet the legal requirements this proposal
should not continue.
Millions of Australians consider climate change not to be a threat in the distant future but a
dangerous reality we face right now. We are on track for several degrees Celsius of warming by the
end of the century if we do not curb our emissions from fossil fuels. The plummeting costs
of renewables and energy storage has rendered fossil fuel projects not only a threat to our
environment but also bad business. Corporations like AGL should be investing more in renewables
and supporting consumers to move away from gas instead of investing in soon-to-be stranded

assets. This proposal to build a gas import terminal is not consistent with what we need to do to
create a safe climate.
It is concerning to see the lack of credible assessments on how noise would affect marine
wildlife. AGL acknowledge in their EES that there have been no baseline studies of the noise in
Westernport Bay. They have also not tested the impact of noise in Westernport Bay itself nor the
noise produced by a berthed FSRU. Even with these inadequate studies the EES states that
underwater sound would elicit behavioural changes in dolphins and mask the communication of
whales in the area. The noise would also deter fish and other marine animals from foraging nearby
which would affect the important ecosystem around Crib Point.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment assessment of the Crib
Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined above, the negative impact on
greenhouse gas emissions in Victoria would be unacceptable. There are many other viable, and more
suitable, options Victoria can pursue to ensure that we meet our energy needs without exposing the
precious wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique wildlife which depend on this ecosystem, or the
local community to any harm.
Sincerely,
Rachel Davis
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My name is Robyn Stephens and I live in the Westernport Bay area.
It has beautiful beaches, parklands and waterways. Healthy and natural recreational areas that
benefit the whole community and promotes tourism in the area.
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the
opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import
jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this proposal
unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to in my submission but the issue that
concerns me most is the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife.
A new fossil fuel project like the gas import terminal which AGL is proposing would introduce
new risks to the local community and visitors to the area. These risks include exposing people to
toxic hydrocarbons which may leak from the facility and increased risk of accidental fire and
explosion as noted in EES Technical Report K. The nearest homes to the import facility are about
1.5 kms away and Wooleys Beach is also close to the site. AGL have completed only preliminary
quantitative risk assessments on these risks and have deemed the risk acceptable on that basis.
It is not acceptable to present preliminary studies and the EES should not continue until we have
an independent expert to provide final risk assessments.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come to
see the little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other
incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of
huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of
the area and be inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This
could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination.
Wetlands are among the most biodiverse ecosystems on earth. They combine land and water
which allows them to be home to at least 1350 species including migratory birds like the
critically endangered Orange-Bellied Parrot. Half of the Westernport Bay wetland is made up of
seagrass beds which are a nursery site for prawns and fish. Westernport Bay is also the most
significant site for mangroves in Victoria. Mangroves stabilise sediment and protect the
shoreline from erosion. The shoreline directly around the Crib Point jetty is an extensive
mangrove stand. Wetlands should be protected as a key habitat for an incredible array of plants
and animals rather than being subject to potentially damaging projects like this gas import
terminal proposed by AGL.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into the
Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much we do
not know about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The

impact modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases totally
inappropriate. Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high
conservation value areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State Environment Protection
Policy (Waters). AGL has so far been unsuccessful in their attempts to weaken these laws.
Combining the poor impact assessments and the fact that the plan currently does not meet the
legal requirements this proposal should not continue.
Millions of Australians consider climate change not to be a threat in the distant future but a
dangerous reality we face right now. We are on track for several degrees Celsius of warming by
the end of the century if we do not curb our emissions from fossil fuels. The plummeting costs
of renewables and energy storage has rendered fossil fuel projects not only a threat to our
environment but also bad business. Corporations like AGL should be investing more in
renewables and supporting consumers to move away from gas instead of investing in soon-tobe stranded assets. This proposal to build a gas import terminal is not consistent with what we
need to do to create a safe climate.
Small marine organisms which make up the foundations of the ecosystem - like plankton and
fish eggs - would be the most impacted by this proposal. Locally they would be unable to escape
being pulled into the ship intake and being subjected to chlorine levels far above safe levels. The
impact is likely to be significant with nearly half a billion litres of water being drawn into the
intakes each day. This enormous quantity of colder chlorinated water would be dumped back
into the Bay and disperse with the current thereby further affecting marine wildlife.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment assessment of the
Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined above, the impact on our
internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife would be unacceptable. There are many other
viable, and more suitable, options Victoria can pursue to ensure that we meet our energy needs
without exposing the precious wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique wildlife which depend
on this ecosystem, or the local community to any harm.
Sincerely,
Robyn Stephens
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I choose to live in Westernport because of the high biodiversity and natural values
and the fact that it is both an internationally recognised RAMSAR Wetland and part
of the UNESCO Westernport Biosphere Reserve. I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and
Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the opportunity to make a
submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas
pipeline project. There are several issues which deem this proposal unacceptable,
but the issue of most concern to me is the impact on biodiversity and our
internationally recognised wetlands. Wetlands are one of the most dynamic
ecosystems on earth and Westernport provide significant habitat for hundreds of
species including migratory birds like the critically endangered Orange-Bellied
Parrot. The seagrass beds serve as import nursery sites for marine life while the
mangroves, including those around the Crib Point jetty, stabilise sediment and
protect the shoreline from erosion. The fine sediments of Westernport also
sequester carbon making the wetlands an important carbon sink. Wetlands should
be protected as a key habitat for an incredible array of plants and animals rather
than being subject to damaging projects like the proposed AGL gas import terminal.
If the project is approved, AGL will dump nearly 470 million litres of chlorinated
water into the Bay each day. As this water will be 7° cooler than the bay, it will have
a disastrous impact on marine life. Small marine organisms like plankton and fish
eggs, would be most impacted by this proposal. Locally they would be unable to
escape being pulled into the ship intake and being subjected to chlorine levels far
above safe levels. The impact is likely to be significant with nearly half a billion litres
of water being drawn into the intakes each day. This enormous quantity of colder
chlorinated water would be dumped back into the Bay and disperse with the current
thereby further affecting marine wildlife. The impact modelling completed by AGL is
not comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate. Furthermore, current
Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high conservation value areas
like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State Environment Protection Policy
(Waters). AGL has so far been unsuccessful in their attempts to weaken these laws.
Combining the poor impact assessments and the fact that the plan currently does
not meet the legal requirements this proposal should not continue. Thank you again
for the opportunity to contribute to the environment assessment of the Crib Point
gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined above, the impact on our
internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife would be unacceptable. There are
many other more viable and suitable options Victoria can pursue to ensure that we
meet our energy needs without exposing the unique wildlife of the Westernport
wetlands or the local community to any harm. Regards Julia
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My name is Carlie Watson and I live in the Westernport Bay area. Westernport is a
beautiful natural environment and eco system. There is no doubt that AGL will do
irreparable damage. One of Australia’s largest polluters being allowed to pollute. I
thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning
for the opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the
Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues
which should deem this proposal unacceptable under its current form and that I will
point to in my submission but the issue that concerns me most is the impact on our
internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife. Natural environments play a crucial
role in both the mental and physical health of the communities who access them.
The potential loss of nature and access to green spaces can contribute to mental
distress and environmental grief experienced by communities who place significance
on these areas. This can detrimentally impact on the long-term mental health of a
community. Excessive exposure to noise and light pollution in areas of recreation or
among households can result in loss of sleep and irritability. As well as increased
prevalence of anxiety and a lack of ability to focus. The impacts of noise and light
pollution can result in increased prevalence of mental health conditions in a
community. Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of
Australia. People come to see the penguins and the migrating Humpback and
Southern Right whales as well as other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The
industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating
Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of the area and be
inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This
could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination. Australia has committed
to promote the conservation and wise use of wetlands as a signatory of the Ramsar
Convention on Wetlands of International Importance. This is understood as the
maintenance of their ecological character and preventing their degradation. It is
inappropriate to build and operate a gas import terminal in the middle of one of the
most precious environments in Victoria and an internationally significant wetland. If
the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water
into the Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife.
There is so much we do not know about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will
affect marine life in Westernport. The impact modelling completed by AGL is not
comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate. Furthermore, current
Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high conservation value areas
like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State Environment Protection Policy
(Waters). This must not go ahead! Carlie Watson
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My name is Sherry Wilson and I care about the environment in Westernport Bay.
Westernport Bay is an iconic Australian playground for many animals and marine life
and provides an abundance of opportunities for people to enjoy the environment and
learn from this amazing gift from Mother Nature.
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for
the opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point
gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should
deem this proposal unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to in my
submission but the issue that concerns me most is the impact on our internationally
recognised wetlands and wildlife.
The beach and reserve area around Crib Point jetty is a popular spot for residents and
visitors alike. Access to the reserve and surrounding areas is likely to be affected by the
loss of bush or by disruptions because of maintenance or high noise. The EES notes
that there is not a comparable reserve area nearby. The increased number of ships
coming into Westernport Bay and the strict exclusion zones will mean boaters or sailors
will have more disruptive ship traffic to contend with. Fishers will enjoy less catch as a
result of the impact of increased shipping and toxic chlorination of the important nursery
seagrass surrounding the Crib Point jetty.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People
come to see the little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales
as well as other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of
Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and
Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of the area and be inconsistent with the
perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as
a popular tourist destination.
Recent research has shown that wetlands have the potential to capture and store large
amounts of carbon for hundreds of years. Wetlands should be protected and enhanced
for their role in the fight against climate change rather than being subject to potentially
damaging projects like this gas import terminal proposed by AGL. In Victoria we have
already bulldozed or drained most of our freshwater wetlands which has contributed to
the loss of approximately 35 per cent of wetlands worldwide between 1970-2015. We
cannot afford to lose any more as we face the climate crisis.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water
into the Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is
so much we do not know about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine
life in Westernport. The impact modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and
in some cases totally inappropriate. Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the
discharge of wastewater in high conservation value areas like Westernport Bay - clause
22 of the State Environment Protection Policy (Waters). AGL has so far been
unsuccessful in their attempts to weaken these laws. Combining the poor impact
assessments and the fact that the plan currently does not meet the legal requirements
this proposal should not continue.
The EES submitted by AGL grossly underestimates the potential for reducing our
demand for gas in Victoria. Victoria could reduce its gas consumption by between 98
and 113 petajoules by 2030 through using existing technology and targeted economic

support according to a recent report written by energy consultants Northmore Gordon.
With the right government policies Victoria could meet its energy needs without new gas
including new gas fields or gas import terminals like that proposed by AGL for
Westernport Bay. These measures will lower energy costs for consumers and reduce
emissions under most scenarios. This is the case even when a lot of our electricity is
generated by fossil fuels but will become even cheaper and less polluting as more of our
electricity is generated through renewables.
Small marine organisms which make up the foundations of the ecosystem - like plankton
and fish eggs - would be the most impacted by this proposal. Locally they would be
unable to escape being pulled into the ship intake and being subjected to chlorine levels
far above safe levels. The impact is likely to be significant with nearly half a billion litres
of water being drawn into the intakes each day. This enormous quantity of colder
chlorinated water would be dumped back into the Bay and disperse with the current
thereby further affecting marine wildlife.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment assessment
of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined above, the impact
on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife would be unacceptable. There
are many other viable, and more suitable, options Victoria can pursue to ensure that we
meet our energy needs without exposing the precious wetlands of Westernport Bay, the
unique wildlife which depend on this ecosystem, or the local community to any harm.
Sincerely,
Sherry Wilson
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My name is Ian Brett and I live in the Westernport Bay area.
I look at Westernport Bay every day. I go fishing and boating on it regularly. I surf in it. I work on
it. I understand it is a nursery for marine life, especially in the north and so it is very important
to the ecosystem.
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the
opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import
jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this proposal
unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to in my submission but the issue that
concerns me most is the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife.
The beach and reserve area around Crib Point jetty is a popular spot for residents and visitors
alike. Access to the reserve and surrounding areas is likely to be affected by the loss of bush or
by disruptions because of maintenance or high noise. The EES notes that there is not a
comparable reserve area nearby. The increased number of ships coming into Westernport Bay
and the strict exclusion zones will mean boaters or sailors will have more disruptive ship traffic
to contend with. Fishers will enjoy less catch as a result of the impact of increased shipping and
toxic chlorination of the important nursery seagrass surrounding the Crib Point jetty.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come to
see the little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other
incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of
huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of
the area and be inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This
could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination.
Australia has committed to promote the conservation and wise use of wetlands as a signatory of
the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands of International Importance. This is understood as the
maintenance of their ecological character and preventing their degradation. It is inappropriate
to build and operate a gas import terminal in the middle of one of the most precious
environments in Victoria and an internationally significant wetland.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into the
Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much we do
not know about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The
impact modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases totally
inappropriate. Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high
conservation value areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State Environment Protection
Policy (Waters). AGL has so far been unsuccessful in their attempts to weaken these laws.

Combining the poor impact assessments and the fact that the plan currently does not meet the
legal requirements this proposal should not continue.
Millions of Australians consider climate change not to be a threat in the distant future but a
dangerous reality we face right now. We are on track for several degrees Celsius of warming by
the end of the century if we do not curb our emissions from fossil fuels. The plummeting costs
of renewables and energy storage has rendered fossil fuel projects not only a threat to our
environment but also bad business. Corporations like AGL should be investing more in
renewables and supporting consumers to move away from gas instead of investing in soon-tobe stranded assets. This proposal to build a gas import terminal is not consistent with what we
need to do to create a safe climate.
Small marine organisms which make up the foundations of the ecosystem - like plankton and
fish eggs - would be the most impacted by this proposal. Locally they would be unable to escape
being pulled into the ship intake and being subjected to chlorine levels far above safe levels. The
impact is likely to be significant with nearly half a billion litres of water being drawn into the
intakes each day. This enormous quantity of colder chlorinated water would be dumped back
into the Bay and disperse with the current thereby further affecting marine wildlife.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment assessment of the
Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined above, the impact on our
internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife would be unacceptable. There are many other
viable, and more suitable, options Victoria can pursue to ensure that we meet our energy needs
without exposing the precious wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique wildlife which depend
on this ecosystem, or the local community to any harm.
Sincerely,
Ian Brett
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My name is Matt Hornby and I care about the environment in Westernport Bay. It’s
important to not put any of Australia’s coast line in danger of an environmental
disaster. I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for
Planning for the opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment
of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of
issues which should deem this proposal unacceptable under its current form and
that I will point to in my submission but the issue that concerns me most is the
impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife. A new fossil fuel
project like the gas import terminal which AGL is proposing would introduce new
risks to the local community and visitors to the area. These risks include exposing
people to toxic hydrocarbons which may leak from the facility and increased risk of
accidental fire and explosion as noted in EES Technical Report K. The nearest homes
to the import facility are about 1.5 kms away and Wooleys Beach is also close to the
site. AGL have completed only preliminary quantitative risk assessments on these
risks and have deemed the risk acceptable on that basis. It is not acceptable to
present preliminary studies and the EES should not continue until we have an
independent expert to provide final risk assessments. Phillip Island is the second
most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come to see the little
penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other
incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in
the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will
undermine the beauty of the area and be inconsistent with the perception that it is a
pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist
destination. Recent research has shown that wetlands have the potential to capture
and store large amounts of carbon for hundreds of years. Wetlands should be
protected and enhanced for their role in the fight against climate change rather than
being subject to potentially damaging projects like this gas import terminal proposed
by AGL. In Victoria we have already bulldozed or drained most of our freshwater
wetlands which has contributed to the loss of approximately 35 per cent of wetlands
worldwide between 1970-2015. We cannot afford to lose any more as we face the
climate crisis. If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of
chlorinated water into the Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on
marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know about how this cold chlorinated
wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The impact modelling completed
by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate. Furthermore,
current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high conservation
value areas like Westernport Bay - claus
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My name is Marc O' Carroll and I care about the environment in Westernport Bay.
I love visiting Westernport Bay! I have gone there for many different reasons. I am an avid fisherman and birdwatcher.
There are so many opportunities for my pursuits there. I belong to birds Australia and receive lots of members news
from there! I
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the opportunity to make a
submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a
variety of issues which should deem this proposal unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to in my
submission but the issue that concerns me most is the negative impact on greenhouse gas emissions in Victoria.
The beach and reserve area around Crib Point jetty is a popular spot for residents and visitors alike. Access to the
reserve and surrounding areas is likely to be affected by the loss of bush or by disruptions because of maintenance or
high noise. The EES notes that there is not a comparable reserve area nearby. The increased number of ships coming
into Westernport Bay and the strict exclusion zones will mean boaters or sailors will have more disruptive ship traffic to
contend with. Fishers will enjoy less catch as a result of the impact of increased shipping and toxic chlorination of the
important nursery seagrass surrounding the Crib Point jetty.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come to see the little penguins and
the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The
industrialization of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will
undermine the beauty of the area and be inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland.
This could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination.
Australia has committed to promote the conservation and wise use of wetlands as a signatory of the Ramsar Convention
on Wetlands of International Importance. This is understood as the maintenance of their ecological character and
preventing their degradation. It is inappropriate to build and operate a gas import terminal in the middle of one of the
most precious environments in Victoria and an internationally significant wetland.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million liters of chlorinated water into the Bay each day which could
have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know about how this cold chlorinated
wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The impact modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in
some cases totally inappropriate. Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high
conservation value areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State Environment Protection Policy (Waters). AGL has
so far been unsuccessful in their attempts to weaken these laws. Combining the poor impact assessments and the fact
that the plan currently does not meet the legal requirements this proposal should not continue.
The electricity generation sector will play a key role in the transition away from fossil fuels. Renewable energy has
become the cheapest alternative for new power production. This holds true even when renewables are backed with 6
hours of storage to guarantee that renewable energy can be delivered when required according to the Australian Energy
Market Operator and CSIRO. The fact that firmed renewables will displace gas is becoming increasingly accepted in the
energy markets. This year AEMO adjusted its Victorian GPG annual consumption forecast for the 2014 to 2039 period.
They now assume that gas consumption will be dramatically below what was previously thought due to a higher
penetration of renewables than previously forecast.

It is concerning to see the lack of credible assessments on how noise would affect marine wildlife. AGL acknowledge in
their EES that there have been no baseline studies of the noise in Westernport Bay. They have also not tested the impact
of noise in Westernport Bay itself nor the noise produced by a berthed FSRU. Even with these inadequate studies the
EES states that underwater sound would elicit behavioral changes in dolphins and mask the communication of whales in
the area. The noise would also deter fish and other marine animals from foraging nearby which would affect the
important ecosystem around Crib Point.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty
and gas pipeline project. As outlined above, the negative impact on greenhouse gas emissions in Victoria would be
unacceptable. There are many other viable, and more suitable, options Victoria can pursue to ensure that we meet our
energy needs without exposing the precious wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique wildlife which depend on this
ecosystem, or the local community to any harm.
Sincerely,
Marc O' Carroll
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Stop destroying what makes the Mornington Peninsula beautiful. The environment.
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Dear members of the Inquiry and Advisory Committee,
Thank you for the opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas
import jetty and gas pipeline project. My name is Marnie Berry, and I grew up in the Westernport Bay area and
still have extended family and friends there. Although I live in Melbourne now, our family loves Westernport
Bay and visits often. I believe we have a DUTY to protect the environment on behalf of future generations, and
on behalf of the plant and animal life we share the bay with. It's a fragile and essential ecosystem.
There are many issues, which should deem this proposal unacceptable under its current form (outlined below),
but the issue that concerns me most is the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife.
AGL’s proposed gas import terminal would introduce new risks to the wildlife, the local community and visitors
to the area. These risks include exposing people to toxic hydrocarbons which may leak from the facility which
increases risk of accidental fire and explosion as noted in EES Technical Report K. The nearest homes to the
import facility are about 1.5 kms away and Wooleys Beach is also close to the site. AGL have completed only
preliminary quantitative risk assessments on these risks and have deemed the risk acceptable on that basis. No.
It is not acceptable to present preliminary studies and the EES should not continue until we have an
independent expert to provide final risk assessments.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. The industrialisation of
Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine
the beauty of the area and be inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This
could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination but aside from the impact on tourism-dependant,
and marine-dependant, livelihoods, it could adversely impact property values and quality of life for local
residents.
Recent research has shown that wetlands have the potential to capture and store large amounts of carbon for
hundreds of years. Wetlands should be protected and enhanced for their role in the fight against climate
change rather than being subject to potentially damaging projects like this gas import terminal proposed by
AGL. In Victoria we have already bulldozed or drained most of our freshwater wetlands, which has contributed
to the loss of approximately 35 per cent of wetlands worldwide between 1970-2015. We cannot afford to lose
any more as we face the climate crisis.
Wetlands contain a disproportionate amount of the soil carbon on our planet. Wetlands are responsible for
storing between 20 and 30 per cent of global soil carbon despite occupying only around 5 and 8 per cent of the
surface of the Earth. Protecting wetlands such as Westernport Bay Ramsar site should be a priority to prevent
the release of vast quantities of carbon pollution to the atmosphere. This is particularly important as a defence
against the impacts of climate change.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into the Bay each day
which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know about how this cold
chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The impact modelling completed by AGL is not
comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate. Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the
discharge of wastewater in high conservation value areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State
Environment Protection Policy (Waters). AGL has so far been unsuccessful in their attempts to weaken these
laws. Combining the poor impact assessments and the fact that the plan currently does not meet the legal
requirements this proposal should not continue.
Small marine organisms, which make up the foundations of the ecosystem — like plankton and fish eggs —
would be the most impacted by this proposal. Locally they would be unable to escape being pulled into the ship
intake and being subjected to chlorine levels far above what is safe. The impact is likely to be significant with
nearly half a billion litres of water being drawn into the intakes each day. This enormous quantity of colder
chlorinated water would be dumped back into the Bay and disperse with the current thereby further affecting
marine wildlife.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to this environment assessment. As outlined above, the
impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife would be unacceptable. There are many other
viable, and more suitable, options Victoria can pursue to ensure that we meet our energy needs without
exposing the precious wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique wildlife which depend on this ecosystem, or
the local community to any harm.
I thank you for your time.
Sincerely,
Marnie Berry
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My name is Vanessa Church and I live in the Westernport Bay area.
Family has lived on Phillip Island for over 100 years. Generations have witnessed the scope of unique
wildlife, marine and land, which hinges on the health of WP Bay. We want it to stay that way for
generations in the future. No to AGL proposal!!
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the
opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty
and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this proposal unacceptable
under its current form and that I will point to in my submission but the issue that concerns me most
is the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife.
A new fossil fuel project like the gas import terminal which AGL is proposing would introduce new
risks to the local community and visitors to the area. These risks include exposing people to toxic
hydrocarbons which may leak from the facility and increased risk of accidental fire and explosion as
noted in EES Technical Report K. The nearest homes to the import facility are about 1.5 kms away
and Wooleys Beach is also close to the site. AGL have completed only preliminary quantitative risk
assessments on these risks and have deemed the risk acceptable on that basis. It is not acceptable to
present preliminary studies and the EES should not continue until we have an independent expert to
provide final risk assessments.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come to see the
little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other incredible
marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas
tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of the area and be
inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip
Island as a popular tourist destination.
Recent research has shown that wetlands have the potential to capture and store large amounts of
carbon for hundreds of years. Wetlands should be protected and enhanced for their role in the fight
against climate change rather than being subject to potentially damaging projects like this gas
import terminal proposed by AGL. In Victoria we have already bulldozed or drained most of our
freshwater wetlands which has contributed to the loss of approximately 35 per cent of wetlands
worldwide between 1970-2015. We cannot afford to lose any more as we face the climate crisis.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into the Bay
each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know
about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The impact
modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate.
Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high conservation value
areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State Environment Protection Policy (Waters). AGL has
so far been unsuccessful in their attempts to weaken these laws. Combining the poor impact
assessments and the fact that the plan currently does not meet the legal requirements this proposal
should not continue.
The electricity generation sector will play a key role in the transition away from fossil fuels.
Renewable energy has become the cheapest alternative for new power production. This holds true
even when renewables are backed with 6 hours of storage to guarantee that renewable energy can
be delivered when required according to the Australian Energy Market Operator and CSIRO. The fact
that firmed renewables will displace gas is becoming increasingly accepted in the energy markets.
This year AEMO adjusted its Victorian GPG annual consumption forecast for the 2014 to 2039

period. They now assume that gas consumption will be dramatically below what was previously
thought due to a higher penetration of renewables than previously forecast.
Small marine organisms which make up the foundations of the ecosystem - like plankton and fish
eggs - would be the most impacted by this proposal. Locally they would be unable to escape being
pulled into the ship intake and being subjected to chlorine levels far above safe levels. The impact is
likely to be significant with nearly half a billion litres of water being drawn into the intakes each day.
This enormous quantity of colder chlorinated water would be dumped back into the Bay and
disperse with the current thereby further affecting marine wildlife.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment assessment of the Crib
Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined above, the impact on our internationally
recognised wetlands and wildlife would be unacceptable. There are many other viable, and more
suitable, options Victoria can pursue to ensure that we meet our energy needs without exposing the
precious wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique wildlife which depend on this ecosystem, or the
local community to any harm.
Sincerely,
Vanessa Church
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My name is Sasha Taylor and I live in the Westernport Bay area.
Natural surrounds, untouched flora and Fauna and clean(er) and fresh air. It has unmade roads and a feel of the
past, small with low industrial impact and business of city.Community support and spirit.Its Beauty
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the opportunity to make a
submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are
a variety of issues which should deem this proposal unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to in
my submission but the issue that concerns me most is the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and
wildlife.
Natural environments play a crucial role in both the mental and physical health of the communities who access
them. The potential loss of nature and access to green spaces can contribute to mental distress and
environmental grief experienced by communities who place significance on these areas. This can detrimentally
impact on the long-term mental health of a community. Excessive exposure to noise and light pollution in areas of
recreation or among households can result in loss of sleep and irritability. As well as increased prevalence of
anxiety and a lack of ability to focus. The impacts of noise and light pollution can result in increased prevalence of
mental health conditions in a community.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come to see the little
penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other incredible marine and
wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage
and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of the area and be inconsistent with the perception that it is a
pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination.
Australia has committed to promote the conservation and wise use of wetlands as a signatory of the Ramsar
Convention on Wetlands of International Importance. This is understood as the maintenance of their ecological
character and preventing their degradation. It is inappropriate to build and operate a gas import terminal in the
middle of one of the most precious environments in Victoria and an internationally significant wetland.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into the Bay each day
which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know about how this cold
chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The impact modelling completed by AGL is not
comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate. Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the
discharge of wastewater in high conservation value areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State
Environment Protection Policy (Waters). AGL has so far been unsuccessful in their attempts to weaken these
laws. Combining the poor impact assessments and the fact that the plan currently does not meet the legal
requirements this proposal should not continue.
Millions of Australians consider climate change not to be a threat in the distant future but a dangerous reality we
face right now. We are on track for several degrees Celsius of warming by the end of the century if we do not
curb our emissions from fossil fuels. The plummeting costs of renewables and energy storage has rendered fossil
fuel projects not only a threat to our environment but also bad business. Corporations like AGL should be
investing more in renewables and supporting consumers to move away from gas instead of investing in soon-tobe stranded assets. This proposal to build a gas import terminal is not consistent with what we need to do to
create a safe climate.
It is concerning to see the lack of credible assessments on how noise would affect marine wildlife. AGL
acknowledge in their EES that there have been no baseline studies of the noise in Westernport Bay. They have
also not tested the impact of noise in Westernport Bay itself nor the noise produced by a berthed FSRU. Even
with these inadequate studies the EES states that underwater sound would elicit behavioural changes in dolphins
and mask the communication of whales in the area. The noise would also deter fish and other marine animals
from foraging nearby which would affect the important ecosystem around Crib Point.

Page 2

Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas
import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined above, the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands
and wildlife would be unacceptable. There are many other viable, and more suitable, options Victoria can pursue
to ensure that we meet our energy needs without exposing the precious wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique
wildlife which depend on this ecosystem, or the local community to any harm.
Sincerely,
Sasha Taylor
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My name is Jessie Tucker and I have family who live in Westernport Bay.
It’s a beautiful piece of ocean full of marine life and perfect for swimming and snorkelling with my family. I
have seen dolphins many times and the grasses under water create a unique ecosystem. Healthy oceans
are important for a healthy planet.
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the opportunity to
make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline
project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this proposal unacceptable under its current form
and that I will point to in my submission but the issue that concerns me most is the impact on our
internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife.
The beach and reserve area around Crib Point jetty is a popular spot for residents and visitors alike. Access
to the reserve and surrounding areas is likely to be affected by the loss of bush or by disruptions because of
maintenance or high noise. The EES notes that there is not a comparable reserve area nearby. The
increased number of ships coming into Westernport Bay and the strict exclusion zones will mean boaters or
sailors will have more disruptive ship traffic to contend with. Fishers will likely enjoy less catch as a result of
the impact of increased shipping and toxic chlorination of the important nursery seagrass surrounding the
Crib Point jetty.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come to see the little
penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other incredible marine and
wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating
Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of the area and be inconsistent with the
perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist
destination.
Recent research has shown that wetlands have the potential to capture and store large amounts of carbon
for hundreds of years. Wetlands should be protected and enhanced for their role in the fight against climate
change rather than being subject to potentially damaging projects like this gas import terminal proposed by
AGL. In Victoria we have already bulldozed or drained most of our freshwater wetlands which has
contributed to the loss of approximately 35 per cent of wetlands worldwide between 1970-2015. We cannot
afford to lose any more as we face the climate crisis.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into the Bay each day
which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. AGL would draw this water from the Bay and use it
to regassify their liquefied gas. There is so much we do not know about how this cold chlorinated wastewater
will affect marine life in Westernport. AGL have completed what can only be described as preliminary
quantitative risk assessments on some of the potential consequences of their gas import terminal. AGL does
not address the chronic effects of chlorine, CPOs and associated HOCs on benthic communities and
seagrass. Additionally due to flaws in calculation methodology for plankton intake we do not know how much
damage could be done to the cornerstone of the food chain.
Millions of Australians consider climate change not to be a threat in the distant future threat but a dangerous
reality we face right now. We are on track for several degrees Celsius of warming by the end of the century if
we do not curb our emissions from fossil fuels. The plummeting costs of renewables and energy storage has
rendered fossil fuel projects not only a threat to our environment but also bad business. Corporations like
AGL should be investing more in renewables and supporting consumers to move away from gas instead of
investing in soon-to-be stranded assets. This proposal to build a gas import terminal is not consistent with
what we need to do to create a safe climate.
It is concerning to see the lack of credible assessments on how noise would affect marine wildlife. AGL
acknowledge in their EES that there have been no baseline studies of the noise in Westernport Bay. They
have also not tested the impact of noise in Westernport Bay itself nor the noise produced by a berthed
FSRU. Even with these inadequate studies the EES states that underwater sound would elicit behavioural
changes in dolphins and mask the communication of whales in the area. The noise would also deter fish and
other marine animals from foraging nearby which would affect the important ecosystem around Crib Point.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas
import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined above, the the impact on our internationally recognised
wetlands and wildlife. would be unacceptable. There are many other viable, and more suitable, options
Victoria can pursue to ensure that we meet our energy needs without exposing the precious wetlands of
Westernport Bay, the unique wildlife which depend on this ecosystem, or the local community to any harm.

Sincerely,
Jessie Tucker
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Westernport is a unique and precious environment of international repute. To
disturb or damage it with a gas import jetty at Crib Point would be a shameful crime
against future generations. Helen Brown, New York Times bestselling author.
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Please keep the Crib point and Stony point area pristine and Say no to the AGL Gas
pipeline in Westernport Bay.
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My name is Lauren Hunt and I live in the Westernport Bay area which is a beautiful
region to both live in and visit. It is home to diverse flora and fauna and deserves our
support and respect to protect this unique area of Victoria. I thank the Crib Point
Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the opportunity to
make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty
and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this
proposal unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to in my
submission but the issue that concerns me most is the impact on our internationally
recognised wetlands and wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the
form of huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will
undermine the beauty of the area and be inconsistent with the perception that it is a
pristine and protected wetland. Australia has committed to promote the
conservation and wise use of wetlands as a signatory of the Ramsar Convention on
Wetlands of International Importance. This is understood as the maintenance of
their ecological character and preventing their degradation. It is inappropriate to
build and operate a gas import terminal in the middle of one of the most precious
environments in Victoria and an internationally significant wetland. If the project is
approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into the Bay
each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much
we do not know about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life
in Westernport. The impact modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and
in some cases totally inappropriate. Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the
discharge of wastewater in high conservation value areas like Westernport Bay clause 22 of the State Environment Protection Policy (Waters). AGL has so far been
unsuccessful in their attempts to weaken these laws. Combining the poor impact
assessments and the fact that the plan currently does not meet the legal
requirements this proposal should not continue. Millions of Australians consider
climate change not to be a threat in the distant future but a dangerous reality we
face right now. We are on track for several degrees Celsius of warming by the end of
the century if we do not curb our emissions from fossil fuels. The plummeting costs
of renewables and energy storage has rendered fossil fuel projects not only a threat
to our environment but also bad business. Corporations like AGL should be investing
more in renewables and supporting consumers to move away from gas instead of
investing in soon-to-be stranded assets. This proposal to build a gas import terminal
is not consistent with what we need to do to create a safe climate. Thank you once
again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment assessment of the Crib
Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project.
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My name is Nancy Sugarman and I care about the environment in Westernport Bay.
I care about its natural beauty, the flora and fauna and the clean water I thank the
Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the
opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point
gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should
deem this proposal unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to in my
submission but the issue that concerns me most is the negative impact on
greenhouse gas emissions in Victoria. The beach and reserve area around Crib Point
jetty is a popular spot for residents and visitors alike. Access to the reserve and
surrounding areas is likely to be affected by the loss of bush or by disruptions
because of maintenance or high noise. The EES notes that there is not a comparable
reserve area nearby. The increased number of ships coming into Westernport Bay
and the strict exclusion zones will mean boaters or sailors will have more disruptive
ship traffic to contend with. Fishers will enjoy less catch as a result of the impact of
increased shipping and toxic chlorination of the important nursery seagrass
surrounding the Crib Point jetty. Phillip Island is the second most tourismdependent region in all of Australia. People come to see the little penguins and the
migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other incredible marine
and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of huge
gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty
of the area and be inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected
wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination. Wetlands
are among the most biodiverse ecosystems on earth. They combine land and water
which allows them to be home to at least 1350 species including migratory birds like
the critically endangered Orange-Bellied Parrot. Half of the Westernport Bay
wetland is made up of seagrass beds which are a nursery site for prawns and fish.
Westernport Bay is also the most significant site for mangroves in Victoria.
Mangroves stabilise sediment and protect the shoreline from erosion. The shoreline
directly around the Crib Point jetty is an extensive mangrove stand. Wetlands should
be protected as a key habitat for an incredible array of plants and animals rather
than being subject to potentially damaging projects like this gas import terminal
proposed by AGL. If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres
of chlorinated water into the Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on
marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know about how this cold chlorinated
wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The impact modelling completed
by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate. Furthermore,
current Victorian laws prohibit the
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My name is Meagan Bursa and I live in the Westernport Bay area.
I’ve been a resident of Westernport bay for 26 years. The wild life, nature, peace, beauty of the bay is
something I love and look forward to everyday I wake up. Allowing AGL into Westernport bay will
ruin everything we hold dear and stand for.
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the
opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty
and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this proposal unacceptable
under its current form and that I will point to in my submission but the issue that concerns me most is
the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife.
A new fossil fuel project like the gas import terminal which AGL is proposing would introduce new
risks to the local community and visitors to the area. These risks include exposing people to toxic
hydrocarbons which may leak from the facility and increased risk of accidental fire and explosion as
noted in EES Technical Report K. The nearest homes to the import facility are about 1.5 kms away
and Wooleys Beach is also close to the site. AGL have completed only preliminary quantitative risk
assessments on these risks and have deemed the risk acceptable on that basis. It is not acceptable to
present preliminary studies and the EES should not continue until we have an independent expert to
provide final risk assessments.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come to see the
little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other incredible
marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas
tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of the area and be
inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip
Island as a popular tourist destination.
Wetlands are among the most biodiverse ecosystems on earth. They combine land and water which
allows them to be home to at least 1350 species including migratory birds like the critically
endangered Orange-Bellied Parrot. Half of the Westernport Bay wetland is made up of seagrass beds
which are a nursery site for prawns and fish. Westernport Bay is also the most significant site for
mangroves in Victoria. Mangroves stabilise sediment and protect the shoreline from erosion. The
shoreline directly around the Crib Point jetty is an extensive mangrove stand. Wetlands should be
protected as a key habitat for an incredible array of plants and animals rather than being subject to
potentially damaging projects like this gas import terminal proposed by AGL.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into the Bay
each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know
about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The impact
modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate.
Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high conservation value
areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State Environment Protection Policy (Waters). AGL has
so far been unsuccessful in their attempts to weaken these laws. Combining the poor impact
assessments and the fact that the plan currently does not meet the legal requirements this proposal
should not continue.
The EES submitted by AGL grossly underestimates the potential for reducing our demand for gas in
Victoria. Victoria could reduce its gas consumption by between 98 and 113 petajoules by 2030
through using existing technology and targeted economic support according to a recent report
written by energy consultants Northmore Gordon. With the right government policies Victoria could

meet its energy needs without new gas including new gas fields or gas import terminals like that
proposed by AGL for Westernport Bay. These measures will lower energy costs for consumers and
reduce emissions under most scenarios. This is the case even when a lot of our electricity is generated
by fossil fuels but will become even cheaper and less polluting as more of our electricity is generated
through renewables.
It is concerning to see the lack of credible assessments on how noise would affect marine wildlife.
AGL acknowledge in their EES that there have been no baseline studies of the noise in Westernport
Bay. They have also not tested the impact of noise in Westernport Bay itself nor the noise produced
by a berthed FSRU. Even with these inadequate studies the EES states that underwater sound would
elicit behavioural changes in dolphins and mask the communication of whales in the area. The noise
would also deter fish and other marine animals from foraging nearby which would affect the
important ecosystem around Crib Point.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment assessment of the Crib
Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined above, the impact on our internationally
recognised wetlands and wildlife would be unacceptable. There are many other viable, and more
suitable, options Victoria can pursue to ensure that we meet our energy needs without exposing the
precious wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique wildlife which depend on this ecosystem, or the
local community to any harm.
Sincerely,
Meagan Bursa

