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HAVE YOUR SAY
With physical distancing
restrictions in place, we’re
offering some new ways for
you to find out more about
the proposed budget. While
we’re not able to hold inperson information sessions,
you can ask us questions online
or by phone.
Written submissions must be
received by 5pm on Friday
19 June 2020.
Online
yoursayyarra.com.au/
budget2021
Learn more about the proposed
budget and ask us any
questions on our online forum.
Email
info@yarracity.vic.gov.au
Post
Yarra City Council, PO Box 168,
Richmond VIC 3121
Call us
If you have questions and
prefer to talk to someone,
call us on 9205 5555.
You’re invited to have your say
on Yarra’s proposed budget for
2020/21.
In the midst of coronavirus (COVID-19),
we’ve worked hard to develop a
proposed budget that continues to
deliver the essential services our
community needs, while also
supporting you through the pandemic
and into the recovery phase.
Your feedback matters

Proposed budget – at a glance
• $197.36m total operating expenditure
• $30.54m for capital works projects
and other new initiatives
• $190.90 rate rebate for pensioners
(in addition to the Victorian
Government rebate)
• 2% increase in general rate revenue
(in line with the Victorian Government
rate cap)
View the proposed budget

Thank you to everyone who shared
their fantastic ideas and priorities with
us during the first phase of community
engagement in late-2019.

Online
yarracity.vic.gov.au/budget2021

While COVID-19 has greatly shifted
some of our priorities, your valued
feedback has still shaped this year’s
proposed budget.

Call us on 9205 5555 or email
info@yarracity.vic.gov.au

Request a hard copy

Speak to your submission
Our Council Meetings are
being held virtually during
COVID-19. So you can
participate, we’re live
streaming the Special Council
Meeting at 7pm on Thursday
16 July 2020, where we’ll hear
submissions to the proposed
budget.
If you would like to speak to
your submission (or have
someone speak on your
behalf), register your intention
when making your submission.
The final budget is expected to
be adopted, with or without
changes, at a Council Meeting
on Tuesday 4 August 2020.

MESSAGE FROM
THE MAYOR
I’m pleased to invite you to view
our proposed budget for 2020/21.
One of the biggest challenges of
creating this year’s proposed budget
has been ensuring we support our
community through the COVID-19
pandemic, while continuing to deliver
the essential, everyday services that you
rely on.
Our $7.46 million COVID-19
Community and Economic Support

Package is an unparalleled level of
investment in support for the Yarra
community in recent times. It’s designed
to ensure that assistance reaches the
individuals, businesses and community
organisations who need it most.
We’re providing more flexibility for
those who need it when it comes to
rates payments, and we’ve also
strengthened and expanded services for
people experiencing food insecurity,
social isolation and those at risk of
family violence. Our libraries are playing
a key part in this response and have
truly been an essential service during
this pandemic.
While we’ve tried to strike a balance
with this year’s proposed budget, we
want to hear from you whether we’ve
got it right. This year, physical
distancing means we can’t conduct our
usual face-to-face engagement with
you. However, we’ve provided new,
flexible ways to inform you and seek
your feedback.
The proposed budget is available on
our Your Say Yarra site, where you’ll
also be able to watch a video of me
explaining this year’s budget. Here you
can also ask us any questions, which

we’ll respond to publicly for everyone
to see.
I encourage you to view the proposed
budget and make a submission by 5pm
on Friday 19 June 2020. I look forward
to hearing from you.
I’d like to thank you all for your
resilience and community spirit –
together we’ll get through this.
Stay safe
Cr Misha Coleman
Mayor

WURUNDJERI
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
Yarra City Council acknowledges
the Wurundjeri Woi Wurrung
people as the Traditional Owners
and true sovereigns of the land
now known as Yarra. We also
acknowledge the significant
contributions made by other
Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander people to life in Yarra.
We pay our respects to Elders
from all nations and to their
Elders past, present and future.

SUSTAINING OUR COMMUNITY
Supporting you through COVID-19
Announced in early-April, our
$7.46 million COVID-19 Community and
Economic Support Package provides
financial assistance for the residents,
businesses and organisations hardest hit
by COVID-19.
This includes $2.6 million in grants
to help our community get through
COVID-19 and thrive on the other side.
We’re also providing support through
donations, fee waivers, and a
significant commitment to delivering
essential services over the next
15 months.
When it comes to rates payments,
we’re being more flexible for the
people who need it most. This includes
both commercial and residential
ratepayers who may be experiencing
financial hardship.
Our package also supports some of
Yarra’s more vulnerable community
members by:
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• expanding our family violence
outreach services to meet a growing
demand during COVID-19
• working with local charities and
organisations to provide emergency
food relief packages to people in need
• boosting our delivered meals program
to ensure clients continue to receive
healthy and balanced meals.
You can read more about the support
available to you at yarracity.vic.gov.au/
covidsupport
Other important priorities
We’re absolutely committed to
delivering the services that all Yarra
residents and ratepayers rely on.
Our proposed budget will ensure you’ll
continue to see Yarra’s parks, facilities
and drains well-maintained, and
dedicated services for our older
residents, families and young people will
continue as always.
The effects of COVID-19 have meant
we’ve had to revisit some of our
strategic priorities this year.

While we’re still continuing with Yarra’s
climate education and community
engagement programs, we’ve had to
delay some of our larger climate-related
capital works programs.
We’re also pausing the roll out of our
new four-bin waste and recycling service
until we fully understand the economic
impact of COVID-19.
We acknowledge the significant support
you have for these projects, and will
consider them in our mid-year budget
review for delivery as soon as financially
possible.
Your rates
To keep delivering essential services and
projects, average rates will increase by
2% this year, in line with the Victorian
Government’s rate cap.
Pensioner rebate
We continue to support Yarra’s older
residents with an additional rate rebate
for pensioners of $190.90 for 2020/21.

$8.08m

DELIVERING
PROJECTS
THAT MATTER
TO YOU

to bring important
community facilities up to
modern and safe standards,
including $2m for the
new Jack Dyer Pavilion at
Citizens Park

While COVID-19 has greatly
impacted our proposed
budget, you’ll still see a
range of significant
improvements across Yarra
this year.

$9.23m
$600,000
to complete the pavilion
and public toilet
redevelopment at Ryan’s
Reserve

to renew our footpaths and
roads and keep pedestrians
and motorists safe

$620,000
in new library resources
to educate and inspire
residents of all ages

$500,000
to progress planning and
design of the Brunswick
Street Oval Precinct

$800,000
for a new 1.2 million litre
rainwater storage tank at
Edinburgh Gardens

$555,000
for improvements at Clifton
Hill’s Darling Gardens

$1.2m
for upgrades to Richmond
Kindergarten

$845,000
to reconstruct some
of Yarra’s much-loved
bluestone laneways

$135,000
for a new park at Reid
Street, Fitzroy North
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ON THE COVER: Yarra Libraries is working with community organisations
Open Table and cohealth to provide food packages to people in need.
If you have any comments or queries about Yarra News, please contact us at
yarranews@yarracity.vic.gov.au or call 9205 5555. Large print, audio and
online versions are also available.

