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Activity Centres

--/--/--Proposed C269yara

Objective
To manage a sustainable network of activity centres that facilitate appropriate economic and
housing growth and provide attractive places for social and community interaction.
Strategies
Encourage uses and development in activity centres that support the employment areas and health
and education precincts shown on the Strategic Framework Plan in clause 02.04-1 by providing
retail, service and hospitality offers to their workforces.
Support development within activity centres that is consistent with the capacity for each centre as
identified in the Strategic Housing Framework Plan at clause 02.04-3.
Support high quality mid-rise buildings in major and neighbourhood activity centres as identified
in the relevant Design and Development Overlay.
Support development that improves the built form character of activity centres, whilst conserving
heritage buildings, streetscapes and views to identified landmarks.
Support use and development, that make a positive contribution to the night-time economies of
activity centres, whilst limiting adverse amenity impacts within the centres and surrounding
residential neighbourhoods.
Support development that transitions to and is sensitive to the interfaces with low-rise residential
neighbourhoods.
Encourage the sensitive, adaptive re-use and restoration of heritage buildings in activity centres
Promote use and development that support street level activation and passive surveillance of the
public realm.
Support development that improves the public realm and positively contributes to the streetscape
environment within activity centres.

MAJOR ACTIVITY CENTRES
Brunswick Street, Fitzroy

Promote the metropolitan and local retail and commercial role of the activity centre.
Support development that responds to the character distinctions between the commercial land with
frontage to Brunswick Street and the Mixed Use zone behind.
Retain the visual prominence of the consistent Victorian and Edwardian heritage streetscape,
including municipal and local landmarks and street corner sites, with the exception the Atherton
Garden’s precinct.
Promote development that retains the consistent low scale built form and fine grain pattern of the
highly intact heritage streetscape and heritage buildings in the precinct between Johnston Street
and Leicester Street.
Promote development that supports a low to mid rise character south of Johnston Street to
Gertrude Street.
Support taller built form above a consistent street wall north of Leicester Street.
Ensure development retains the dominance and integrity of the ‘grand’ residential buildings south
of Gertrude Street.

Protect primary views to St Patrick’s Cathedral and St Luke’s Church.
Major and Neighbourhood Activity Centres in Fitzroy Plan

Smith Street, Collingwood / Fitzroy

Promote the metropolitan and local retail and business roles of the activity centre.
Encourage development that responds to the different built form conditions in Collingwood South
precinct, with taller built form towards Wellington St and south of Peel Street and retain the visual
dominance and integrity of the existing industrial warehouse buildings north of Peel Street.
Encourage taller built form at the northern end (generally north of Hotham and Kerr Streets) and
the southern end (generally south of Mason Street) of Smith Street.
Encourage low to mid rise development in the traditional retail core that responds to the varied
existing heritage conditions and reinforces the visual prominence of the heritage streetscape,
generally between Hotham and Kerr Streets in the north and Mason Street in the south.
Retain the visual prominence of the Victorian and Edwardian heritage streetscape, including local
landmarks, street corner sites and former department stores, particularly in the traditional retail
core.
Encourage employment through mixed use and commercial development, including in the mixed
use zoned land behind Smith Street.
Manage licensed premises and support the precinct’s prominent night-time economy including the
core entertainment precinct of bars and night-clubs between Alexandra Parade and Gertrude
Street.
Retain the visual prominence of the industrial heritage buildings.
Bridge Road, Richmond

Promote the metropolitan and local retail and commercial roles of the activity centre, including
larger format retail at its eastern end.
Support Epworth Hospital by supporting associated health and allied services to locate near the
hospital
Promote high quality public realm around Richmond Town Hall, to support its civic function.
Support the night-time economy, including the core entertainment precinct west of Burnley Street,
while managing the amenity impacts associated with licensed premises.
Protect primary views defined in the clause 15.01-2L to the spire of St Ignatius Cathedral, clock
tower of Richmond town hall, and the Pelaco sign.
Retain the visual prominence of the heritage streetscape west of Church Street and the south side
of Bridge Road east of Church Street.

Bridge Road Major Activity Centre Plan

Swan Street, Richmond

Promote the distinct character and varying development opportunities defined by the four
precincts along Swan Street – Richmond Station, Swan Street Retail Centre, Swan Street East and
Burnley Station.
Support the land uses along Swan Street, west of Church Street, as a core entertainment precinct
that contains a range of licensed premises that make a significant contribution to the night-time
economy.
Support development that responds to and respects the architectural form and qualities of heritage
buildings and the significant heritage streetscape.
Ensure development enhances pedestrian links to the Richmond Railway Station in precinct 1 and
to Burnley Station in precinct 4 shown in Swan Street Activity Centre Plan to this clause.
Reinforce precinct 3 (shown in Swan Street Activity Centre Plan to this clause) as mixed-use
comprising retail, commercial and residential uses.
Support high quality development that fosters the transformation of precinct 4 (shown in Swan
Street Activity Centre Plan to this clause) into a vibrant mixed-use precinct anchored by Burnley
Station.
To ensure that vehicular access to development does not adversely impact the level of service,
efficiency, and safety of the arterial and tram network.

Swan Street Activity Centre Plan

Victoria Street, Abbotsford / Richmond

Promote the metropolitan and local retail and commercial roles of the activity centre.
Capitalise on future opportunities such as provision of open space and links to the Yarra River,
provided by commercial and industrial areas in Abbotsford, including the Carlton and United
Brewery site.
Manage licensed premises and the precinct’s prominent night-time economy including the core
entertainment precinct west of Burnley Street.
Retain the visual prominence of the heritage buildings, on the north side of the street west of the
railway line
Retain the visual prominence of the Victoria Street Gateway at the intersection with Hoddle
Street.
Support taller built form adjacent to the North Richmond Station to promote accessibility to
public transport.
Reinforce the concentration of height, density and mixed uses east of Burnley Street, to provide a
visual mark to the east end of Victoria Street.
Encourage development west of Church Street to have low scale street walls.
Allow for mid-rise development elsewhere in the activity centre that responds to the mix of
heritage forms.
Protect primary views, defined in the clause 15.01-2L, to the Skipping Girl sign.
Limit the installation of security shutters or other measures that reduce views into businesses on
main retail strips to ensure that they are visually transparent.

Victoria Street Activity Centre Plan
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NEIGHBOURHOOD ACTIVITY CENTRES
Reinforce the role of the neighbourhood activity centres as the local community’s destination for
services, facilities and social interaction.
Gertrude Street, Fitzroy

Promote the retail role of the activity centre defined in the Major and Neighbourhood Activity
Centres in Fitzroy Plan.
Manage licensed premises and interface and amenity impacts with adjacent residential areas.
Retain the low scale form and the fine grain pattern of the highly intact heritage streetscape and
the heritage buildings in the activity centre.
Retain the visual prominence of the existing Victorian and Edwardian heritage streetscape,
including local landmarks, and corner sites.
Protect views to the drum dome lantern and flagpole of the Royal Exhibition Building and Carlton
Gardens.
Heidelberg Road, Alphington

Promote the retail and community roles of the activity centre.
Support the expansion of the activity centre by directing taller development to its western end
within the Alphington Paper Mill major regeneration area.
Support more moderate built form on land outside of the Alphington Paper Mill major
regeneration area.
Enhance the quality of the public realm at the intersection of Heidelberg Road and the Chandler
Highway.
Minimise direct vehicle access onto Heidelberg Road.
Support development along Heidelberg Road, east of Parkview Avenue that achieves fine grain
building frontages and contributes to a positive pedestrian street environment, through appropriate
street wall height, upper level setbacks and landscaping

Heidelberg Road Neighbourhood Activity Centre Plan

Johnston Street, Abbotsford / Collingwood (East of Smith Street)

Promote the retail and community roles of the activity centre.
In Precincts 1 and 2 foster mid-rise residential and commercial development consistent with the
relevant overlay.
In Precinct 3, as shown in the Johnston St Activity Centre Plan to this clause, encourage
development:


To contribute to a fine grained, mixed use precinct with mid-rise development.



To have an active frontage to Hoddle Street.



To include a setback of the upper levels.



To enhance the prominent corner at the intersection of Eastern Freeway and Hoddle
Street

In Precinct 4, as shown in the Johnston St Activity Centre Plan to this clause, encourage
development to:


Contribute to a fine grained, mixed use precinct with mid-rise development.



Have an active frontage to Hoddle Street.



Include a setback of the upper levels.



Provide a transition in scale from Hoddle Street to the adjacent low rise residential area.

In Precinct 5, as shown in the Johnston St Activity Centre Plan to this clause, encourage
development to:


Include a setback of the upper levels.



Provide for a consistent streetscape, through building setbacks and street wall height.



Provide a transition in scale to adjacent low rise residential area



Maintain the warehouse character of this precinct.

In Precinct 5 shown in the Johnston Street Activity Centre Plan to this clause encourage office,
residential and commercial uses that foster the knowledge and creative sectors, including creative
spaces and artist studios.
In Precinct 6 shown in the Johnston Street Activity Centre Plan to this clause support education,
arts and community based activities to foster a community hub and arts Precinct.
In Precinct 7 shown in the Johnston Street Activity Centres Plan to this clause encourage spacing
between buildings to allow for views from Trenerry Crescent to the river. In Precinct 8 shown in
the Johnston Street Activity Centres Plan to this clause encourage new development to sensitively
located and subservient to the existing built form.

Johnston Street Activity Centre Plan

Johnston Street (west of Smith St)

Promote the retail and service role of the activity centre defined in the Major and Neighbourhood
Activity Centres in Fitzroy Plan.
Manage licensed premises and support the precinct’s night-time economy including the many
bars, cafes and restaurants.
West of Brunswick Street, retain the visual prominence of the Victorian and Edwardian heritage
streetscape and street corner sites, through appropriate upper level setbacks and mid-rise scale.
Between Smith and Brunswick Street, support mid-rise development on the north side of Johnston
Street, where there is less heritage constraints.
Between Smith and Brunswick Street, encourage lower rise development on the south side of
Johnston Street that responds to the heritage forms and sensitive residential interface.
Nicholson Street, North Fitzroy

Protect the heritage shopfronts and verandahs.
Retain the visual prominence of the heritage streetscape and buildings
Encourage the redevelopment of land at 9 - 49 Scotchmer Street in a manner that contributes to an
attractive public realm and responds to surrounding heritage area.
Rathdowne Street, Carlton North

Support a mix of uses along Rathdowne Street, in particular uses which provide the day to day
needs of the local community.
Support low-rise development where it respects the heritage character of the activity centre.
Protect the historic significance of the precinct, which includes heritage shopfronts and verandahs.
St Georges Road, North Fitzroy

Support a mix of uses along St Georges Road, in particular uses which provide the day to day
needs of the local community.
Support development that contributes to attractive pedestrian links to community facilities and
Edinburgh Gardens.
Nicholson Street, Rathdowne Street and St. Georges Road Neighbourhood Activity Centre
Plans

Queens Parade, Clifton Hill and Fitzroy North

Support development that recognises the importance of Queens Parade as a focus for the local
community, offering a diverse mix of shopping, business and community services, leisure and
residential opportunities.
Support development that recognises Queens Parade as a wide, tree-lined and heritage-rich
boulevard with five distinct precincts as shown on the Queens Parade Framework Plan in the
relevant Design and Development Overlay.
Queens Parade Activity Centre Plan
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LOCAL ACTIVITY CENTRES (LACS)
Maintain the local convenience retail role of the municipality’s local activity centres as shown on
the Local Activity Centre Plans:


Berry Street/Ramsden Street, Clifton Hill.



Lygon Street, Carlton North / Princes Hill.



Nicholson Street south, Carlton North.



Rathdowne Street north, Carlton North (near Richardson St).



Spensely Street, Clifton Hill.

Ensure any development respects the character of the centre.

Local Activity Centres
Berry Street/Ramsden Street and Spensley Street Activity Centre Plans

Lygon Street, Nicholson Street and Rathdowne Street north Activity Centre Plans

