Bruny Island Artist
Ecocriticism is a form of literature that is seen from an environmental point of view,
where scholars analyse and illustrate environmental concerns and examine how
literature treats the subject of nature. Throughout history, humans have become
distant from nature, as they exploit and take advantage of nature. Some people have
taken the liberty to connect with nature, through gardens. Some artists use nature as
an inspiration for their art, as it is where life comes from. We have used nature in our
pieces for inspiration and to connect with Bruny Island. Our goal on Bruny Island was
to understand and reconnect with nature. Through art, we can express emotion and
direct meaning in an art piece.
During our time on Bruny Island, we hiked through the mountains and arrived on a
beach which was covered in stones. Our goal was to create sculptures and to take
pictures of them. A traditional method of creating sculptures with rocks is called
‘Cairns’, mainly used for landmarks ever since prehistory, and have been used for
ceremonial and burial purposes. It was also used to mark caches that contains food,
objects or to mark trails.

I have made this Cairn to symbolise a burial site. In addition to the stones, I have
added a tree trunk tombstone with seaweed which represents a tombstone. The
purpose of making a Cairn this way was to symbolise the beauty of death and how
nature is a big part of that. In the current day, people are buried with a tombstone to
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mark the area of burial and the name of the person that died. Before the use of
tombstones, rocks were used to create a burial site. This uses nature as burial
grounds and acknowledges the theory that humans came from nature which they
must return to one day. The way that the art piece represents Bruny Island is that it
uses its the resources of Bruny Island to construct art. An alternate way of
interpreting the art piece is that of a boat, the seaweed being a sail and the tree trunk
being the mast, exploring the vast open seas which is pictured as rocks. This
represents human exploration as a thirst for knowledge of which humans strive
towards.
During our time on Bruny Island, we also visited a beach where we created our own
Andy Goldsworthy piece. Andy Goldsworthy is a British artist known for his
sculptures in nature. We used the materials on the beach such as rocks, shells,
seaweed, sticks and a sand like substance which acted like a towel. The beaches of
Bruny Island are longer and vaster than ones that can be found in Sydney.
Goldsworthy once said that, “It’s just about life and the need to understand that a lot
of things in life don’t last long”. This is represented in his art.

The above artwork that Andy Goldsworthy made shows a beautiful spiral of leaves
that falls into a black void with the leaves degrading the further the leaves go out.
This artwork reflects on the quote by Andy Goldsworthy in how things in life do not
last long. Our artwork possesses similarities to Andy Goldsworthy’s sculpture, with
the formatting of the materials as a target, and from the middle to the outer circle the
tone darkens.
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The art above refers to how scraps can be turned into art. Every material that we
used was washed up to shore from the sea, from the driftwood to the seaweed. In
the city, painting a plant on a canvas in your room and believing this connects with
nature is quite different to connecting with nature using materials from nature to
create a piece. This helps connect artists to nature, which helps them see the natural
world from a different point of view. When people wander around nature it detoxes
the mind from the stress of everyday life. Simply being in nature relaxes a person
and helps them to focus.
Throughout our trip in Tasmania, we constantly used the art technique of water
painting to capture the landscapes of Tasmania. The first time we used this
technique is when we travelled to a lighthouse to paint the surroundings and viewed
Bruny Island from a different perspective. As we travelled to the top of the
lighthouse, our eyes opened to a new perspective of Bruny Island as we could view
the entire island. Prior to visiting the top of the lighthouse, we only saw Bruny Island
where its beauty could not be appreciated. The beauty of Bruny Island has opened
our creative instincts. In addition, we could see the mainland of Tasmania.
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I drew a small part of Bruny Island that had eroded over millions of years. The
reason why I drew the small part is that creativity can be found it the smallest of
places. From the lighthouse, others in my group drew Bruny Island or the lighthouse,
but I looked behind me to find a small yet beautiful little island where the waves
crashed against the Cliffside. I found that to be more attractive than the lighthouse or
Bruny Island. As artists or writers create their pieces that involve nature, they
examine the small things in nature, which catches the eyes of artists. Andy
Goldsworthy’s work does not involve large-scale sculptures, it is seen in smaller
scales. The meaning behind my water colour drawing is that beauty comes in all
forms and sizes.
After experiencing and embracing Bruny Island, I have come to understand nature
from a more environmental view than when I previously visited Tasmania. My
previous visit to Tasmania was mainly spent in the city doing various activities and
not spent out in nature. This SAGE trip to Tasmania has changed my perspective in
the way I think of nature. I previously acknowledged nature and viewed it as an
environment consisting of animals and plants. I now see nature as how everything is
connected.
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