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FROM THE PRINCIPAL

MEMORIES ARE
MADE OF THIS
Term 4 is probably my favourite time of the year.
December approaches, the jacarandas on Kelly
Street bloom and we begin to take stock of the
impact we have had on our students, marvelling at
how far they have come since January.
Our mission is to equip
our students to be
ready for the world.
What this means day
by day is that we
nurture each child in
our care, educating
1.
them so that they grow
and flourish over the course of the school year, as is their right.
At this time of year, my colleagues and I also ask questions
about the impact of our work. How do we know if our students
have understood deeply what they have been learning in
the classroom? Are they flourishing? If so, is it because of the
experiences we have provided them in the classroom and
beyond? If not, why not? What worked well? How can we
do better?
In the busyness of Term 4, we are carried along by the joy that
comes from the end of year rituals, the exhibitions of learning and
the celebrations of student achievement.
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In this Jigsaw, we begin with the excitement of Speech Night
2019 and some of the achievements of our graduating Class
of 2019. We turn then to the transformational journey of the
child through IGS as they become young adults. You’ll see
our youngest learners, inspired by a Q & A with real-life pilots,
imagining what it might be like to fly a plane. You’ll see our
primary school students express again and again their love of
reading, research and learning. You’ll see our high school students
out in the field, expanding their understanding of themselves in
the world, as they travel together to the pristine landscapes of
Tasmania, to the APY Lands, to The Rocks and as they march
through the CBD as part of the global youth movement calling
for action on climate change.

Our students inspire us with their openness to new experiences
and determination to try and try again. They give us energy to
continue crafting and expanding our educational programs, such
as Critical Thinking for the 21st Century, a new course for our
Year 9 and 10 students, to be delivered in 2020 by eminent teacher
and historian Dr Bruce Dennett. Have a look at our coverage of
the Colour Run, a new primary school adventure that raised funds
for worthy causes and was a testament to the collaborative work
of NSW Police, local fire brigades, IGS teachers, students and the
mighty Parents Teachers and Friends Association (PTF).
Come summer, we wrap up the school year with Speech Night
and head to Clifton Gardens for our whole school picnic.
My hope is that our students will always remember their school
days fondly. This edition of Jigsaw celebrates the many joyful
moments we have savoured at IGS this year.
Enjoy!
Shauna Colnan
Principal

Photo:
1. Principal Shauna Colnan
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FROM THE BOARD

SPEECH NIGHT

IGS CLEARLY
CONTINUES TO THRIVE
FROM THE CHAIR OF THE BOARD

It was a joy to meet so many students, parents, caregivers
and staff at IGS Speech Night 2019 at the State Theatre.

JOYOUS
MOMENTS
1.

From the impressive opening
Acknowledgements of Country
in multiple languages right
through to the energetic
and professional rendition
of Born to Hand Jive from
Grease at the close of the
event, Speech Night provided
a characteristically vibrant and
impressive display of the depth of talent being nurtured at IGS
and the breadth of opportunity on offer.
It was a wonderful celebration of another successful academic
year at IGS, and I loved the fact that no two IGS students on
stage wore their uniform exactly the same way. We want them to
feel comfortable to express themselves as individuals.

While I was able to share information about some of the Board’s
new directors and processes, about Campus improvements, and
about NAPLAN and the ATAR, it was also a welcome opportunity
to thank the PTF for contributing in so many ways to the warmth
of the IGS community.
As the curriculum continues to expand, students of all ages are
enjoying valuable learning opportunities inside and outside the
classroom, including participating in exchange programs with the
School’s global partner schools in Europe and Asia.

2.
2.
Congratulations to Year 12 students
Parker Floris and Astrid McKinley,
who were announced as our new
Head Students for 2020 during
Speech Night.

May I offer my best wishes to all students, members of staff and
the IGS community as 2020 unfolds.
Dr Marie Leech
Board Chair

I warmly congratulate every child on their involvement, along
with long-serving teachers Vilma Rotellini and David Miller who
were honoured for their 35 years of dedicated service.
The event was a wonderful way to end the School’s 35th
anniversary year, and a reminder of how far our School has come
in this short time, still true to the vision of IGS founder the late
Reg St Leon.

3.

It is gratifying that - with its Unity Through Diversity motto and
Mission to equip our students to be world ready - IGS clearly
continues to thrive. Enrolments are at their strongest ever.

Vilma was presented with a gift on stage from her son, alumnus
Anthony Moore, and David was presented with a gift from one of
his earliest students and alumnus Carl St Leon, son of the founder
of IGS, the late Reg St Leon OAM.

We are proud that campus upgrades will continue in 2020, in
keeping with the strategic vision to secure, reimagine and
redesign the campus.
At Speech Night, thanks to community generosity, plans were
unveiled to honour the late Max Meyer with the Max Meyer
Reading Room, a quiet space for scholarship in the new IGS
Bibliothèque currently under construction.
Earlier in 2019 I was delighted to attend a meeting with the IGS
Parents, Teachers and Friends Association (PTF).
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IGS Principal Shauna Colnan also paid tribute to two remarkable
teachers at Speech Night. Head of Primary Languages Vilma
Rotellini and Head of Humanities David Miller, who began working
at IGS in 1985, were congratulated for their 35 years of dedicated
service to the School.

Photos:
1. IGS 2019 Dux Ana-Sofia Petrovic (left), Stephanie Potter,
Nina Rewitzer and 2019 Head Girl Siena Scott-Hickie

Photo:
IGS celebrates Head of Primary Languages Vilma Rotellini and
Head of Humanities David Miller at the IGS Speech Night. Presenting
the gifts were son of IGS founder and David’s former IGS pupil
Carl St Leon (left) and Vilma’s son Anthony Moore (2002)

2. Principal Shauna Colnan with IGS Board Chair Dr Marie Leech
3. 2020 Head Students Parker Floris and Astrid McKinley

4.

4. IGS Principal Shauna Colnan (right) with IGS staff Vilma Rotellini
and David Miller
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HSC HIGHLIGHTS

CONGRATULATIONS,
YEAR 12!
1.

Please enjoy this selection of 2019 HSC highlights. Our students have
worked extremely hard to achieve a very strong collective outcome.
Under the guidance of their experienced and
dedicated teachers, and with the support
and encouragement of family and friends,
they have excelled and should be very proud.

HSC HIGHLIGHTS
• IGS Dux Ana-Sofia Petrovic placed second in the State in
English Extension 2, second in the State in Italian Extension and
fifth in the State in French Extension.
• Nina Rewitzer placed third in the State in German Extension.

Congratulations, Year 12!

• Connor Ziade placed fifth in the State in Spanish Continuers.
• Marcus Lautier, Ana-Sofia Petrovic, Siena Scott-Hickie and
Saskia Steetsel have been named in the prestigious NSW
All-Round Achievers List. They have been awarded Band 6
(90 per cent or above) across courses totalling 10 or more
units. This is an outstanding achievement reserved for a small
number of students across the State.

6

• There were 58 Distinguished Achievers – students
who were awarded 90 per cent or above in at least
one course.
• IGS students received 134 honourable mentions for the
distinguished achievement of 90 per cent or above.
• 100 per cent of students studying Spanish Continuers, Spanish
Extension, Japanese Continuers, Japanese Beginners, French
Beginners, Chinese Continuers, French Extension, German
Extension, Italian Extension, Music 1, Music 2, Music Extension,
English Extension 1, Mathematics Extension 2 achieved in the
top two bands.

2.

• In French Beginners and Japanese Beginners, our students
performed at more than 18 per cent above the State mean.
Photos:

• In Drama, students performed at 12.7 per cent above the State
mean and all students were nominated for OnSTAGE.
4.

1. The IGS Class of 2019 in their final moments of school
2. Every IGS Year 12 student of Drama received an OnStage
nomination
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OUTSTANDING
ACCELERATION RESULTS
Acceleration in Languages
Twenty students accelerated in Languages,
completing Year 12 language courses one year
early. Students accelerated across five languages
in German, Japanese, French, Italian, Spanish
Continuers and Spanish Extension.
These students achieved a mean of 90 per cent.
The highest result of 96 per cent was achieved by
Year 11 student Maya Braun for German Continuers
and by Year 11 student Amelia Milne for Italian
Continuers.
Acceleration in Mathematics
Ten Year 11 students accelerated in Mathematics,
completing the Year 12 Mathematics course a year
early. Their marks range from 81 to 97 with a mean
of 89.
1.
1.
• In Ancient History and Aboriginal Studies,
our students performed at more than 11
per cent above the State mean.
• In Biology, IGS students performed at 10.11
per cent above the State mean.

In the newly introduced
Investigating Science course
our students performed at
9.76 per cent above the
State mean.
• In 2019, IGS introduced Textiles and Design.
37 per cent of students were awarded
Band 6 results, with the highest mark
being 95 per cent. Isabella Robitschko
was selected for inclusion in Texstyle and
nominated for inclusion in Shape, the
annual exhibition of outstanding Major
Textiles Projects.

A WORD ABOUT THE
SYDNEY MORNING
HERALD SCHOOL
RANKINGS

The Herald defines “success rate” as the
number of Band 6 marks (90 per cent and
higher) achieved by students in a school,
expressed as a percentage of potential
Band 6 marks or exam entries. It is only one
measure of student performance.

There were 29 nominations and selections for HSC showcases
for exemplary Major Projects in Design and Technology, Drama,
Music, Textiles and Design, and Visual Arts.

Nominated for ARTEXPRESS

Individual nominations:
• Otis Connor: Having a share from Ruben Guthrie
• Ruby Goold: The Vicar’s Wife from Bed Among the Lentils
• Henry Poole: Butch Honeywell from The Last Days of
Judas Iscariot
• Christina Vlotis: Wild Thing from Breakfast at Tiffany’s
Group performance nominees:

• Ruby Goold: Blind faith

• Maxine Baker, Beau Di Orazio, Elena Kokkaris, Felix O’Donnell
and Christina Vlotis for their performance of Yassou Yia Yia.

• Maya Konakci: Mayaname
• Andrea Kostopoulos: Love is a dog from Hell
2.

Nominated for OnSTAGE

• Anika Campbell: The water below
• Elena Kokkaris: In Hollywood no one can know anything…

Selected for ARTEXPRESS
• Anika Campbell: The water below

• Elise Brennan, Henry Brown, Lucca Buonamano, Otis Connor
and Mistry Bella-Soleil for their performance of No More
Baked Beans.
• Anika Campbell, Ruby Goold, Zachary Mekler, Blake Mountford,
Paloma Otano Hawkins and Henry Poole for their performance
of Blind Faith.

• Ruby Goold: Blind faith
Photos:
1. Every member of the 2019
Year 12 Drama cohort received
an OnStage HSC showcase
nomination
2. Isabella Robitschko’s dress,
Nordic, was selected for HSC
showcase Texstyle
3. Visual Arts major work by
Ruby Goold, selected for HSC
showcase ARTEXPRESS
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HSC SHOWCASES & EXHIBITIONS

We commend the following students for following their passions
and creating unique works which captured the attention of HSC
markers. Some will be on show at a range of locations in NSW in
early 2020.

In 2019, The Sydney Morning
Herald placed IGS 60th in
NSW with a “success rate” of
24.1 per cent. This was up
41 places from 2018, when the
IGS success rate was 14.5 per
cent. The median “success rate”
in NSW schools this year was
again 5.47 per cent.

3.

• Elena Kokkaris: In Hollywood no one can know anything

Nominated for ENCORE
• Maxine Baker: Four pieces of music

Selected for OnSTAGE
• Zachary Mekler: portfolio of theatre criticism has been selected
for the OnSTAGE exhibition in the foyer of the Seymour Centre

Nominated for Texstyle
• Isabella Robitschko: Nordic

Selected for Texstyle
• Isabella Robitschko: Nordic

Nominated for Shape
• Isabella Robitschko: Nordic
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PHOENIX HEADS TO NEW YORK
Congratulations to Class of 2019 IGS graduate Phoenix (Fifi) Levy Bell who
has secured a place at prestigious New York University (NYU).
Fifi was thrilled to receive an offer before completing her HSC, and to secure it with her
ATAR of 95.25.
“I am so excited,” said Fifi, who is earning and saving as much money as possible.

“I will move into a residents’ hall around Washington Square
in August at their Manhattan Campus.
“I’ve been admitted into their College of Arts and Sciences.”

Photo credit Michael Discenza

1.

While she has yet to select her subjects, Fifi hopes to continue her study of Spanish,
which she started in Year 11 at IGS, and to spend at least one semester at the the NYU
Berlin Campus, having studied German at IGS from the age of three.
NYU accepted Fifi on the basis of two essays and her marks.

OUTSTANDING STUDENT
PERFORMANCES

CREATIVE CHOICE OPENS DOORS
IGS Class of 2019 graduate Isabella Robitschko has

“I’ve loved IGS. It was like a family for me. It was a community that embraced me and I
wrote about that in my application.

NSW Top Achievers

secured a place in her dream course by following

“New York is my favourite city in the world, so full of energy and life. I know I am never going to be bored.”

The following students achieved one of the State’s highest places
in an HSC course and also achieved a result in the highest band.
Ana-Soﬁa Petrovic: 2nd in the State in English Extension 2
Ana-Soﬁa Petrovic: 2nd in the State in Italian Extension
Nina Rewitzer: 3rd in the State in German Extension
Ana-Soﬁa Petrovic: 5th in the State in French Extension
Connor Ziade: 5th in the State in Spanish Continuers

NSW All Round Achievers

her interests.
Isabella was offered a place at the Whitehouse Institute of Design
before sitting her HSC, following a two-hour interview.

“I have wanted to go there for the past ﬁve
years,” Isabella said. “I’ve been to every
open day and watched their graduation
runway shows.”

ALL IGS YEAR 12 DRAMA STUDENTS
AND TEACHERS MUST TAKE A BOW
Every member of the IGS Year 12 Drama class was
nominated for inclusion in HSC Drama showcase
OnSTAGE for their group performances, and some for
the individual performances as well!

Each year, students who achieve results in the top band for
at least 10 units of HSC courses are recognised. This year four
students gained such an honour.

Isabella was invited to meet the founder of the institute, who
was impressed by her major work, language proficiency and
international focus.

Congratulations to Marcus Lautier, Siena Scott-Hickie, Saskia
Steetsel and Dux of the School Ana-Sofia Petrovic for achieving
more than 90 per cent in at least 10 units.

Isabella learnt German from Kindergarten to Year 12 at IGS,
Spanish from Year 7 to Year 10, and Italian Beginners in Years 11
and 12.

“OnSTAGE is a showcase of some of the most outstanding HSC
Drama performances and projects in NSW,” Ms Colnan said.

Isabella said she loves the creative process, from imagining
a garment, to sketching it, refining it, creating toiles in cheap
material to test them, then finally bringing the beautiful original
work into the world in the best fabric possible, simply using her
own hands and sewing machine.

“These extraordinary results can only be
achieved when students have extraordinary
teachers who selﬂessly and creatively give
their all to their students.”

DISTINGUISHED ACHIEVERS
Distinguished Achievers are students who receive a
top band result – 90 per cent or more. Their names
appear on the NSW Honour Roll for Distinguished
Achievement.
IGS students achieved 134 honourable mentions on this list.
59 IGS students achieved at least one result over 90 per cent.
Further good news
Please visit our website, igssyd.nsw.edu.au, as other news
about the IGS Class of 2019 emerges.
We warmly congratulate our graduating Class of 2019, along with
each accelerant. We wish them all the very best for the future.
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2.

Her HSC major work, Nordic, a red carpet formal dress, was
inspired by the architecture of Copenhagan and by Audrey
Hepburn in black and white, she said.
“I love fashion and all the trends.”
Isabella thanked her IGS teacher for inspiring a love of creating
textiles in her from Year 7.

The whole class was congratulated for their talent and teamwork
by Principal Shauna Colnan on behalf of the IGS community, and
from the IGS Board.

“It’s lovely when all the hard work pays off in these and in so
many other ways!” she said.
We warmly congratulate Zachary Mekler for his subsequent
inclusion in HSC Drama Showcase OnSTAGE.
3.
Photos:
1 and 2. Fifi Levy Bell has been accepted into New York University
(NYU)
3. Anika Campbell with her Visual Arts major work, selected for
HSC showcase ARTEXPRESS
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EARLY LEARNING CELEBRATES
BOOK WEEK

EARLY LEARNING

Children in Early Learning celebrated Book Week activities
with dress ups, reading and story writing.
There were princesses, superheroes, unicorns, pirates, fire
fighters, wizards and more!

EARLY LEARNING
TAKEN TO NEW HEIGHTS
WITH PILOT VISIT
VISITS

3.

GRATITUDE ON SHOW
Australian Early Childhood Educators Day recognises the work of
our Early Learning team and their contributions to the wellbeing
and healthy development of the young children in their care.
Teachers and educators received cookies made by IGS parent
Patricia Anthony, as well as a small plant, while children, parents,
and caregivers enjoyed sharing messages of kindness on a
gratitude board inside the classrooms.

1.

“Welcome to London,” Early Learner Harri Phillips said as he landed his
imaginary airplane safely, with the guidance of real pilots Captain Tristan
and Captain Gabrielle.
Early Learning students have developed a real fascination with
space and a deeper interest in aviation.

The highlight of the experience for the children was the
opportunity to ask many questions about aviation.

The children were beaming with excitement when they were
visited by real pilots recently.

The pilots were not only fascinated with the questions that came
about from the children’s curiosity, but were impressed with the
vocabulary the children used when asking their questions.

The children’s eyes were instantly drawn to the pilots uniforms,
and they were fascinated to discover more about their role.
The pilot visit was all about extending their investigations into
their project-based learning.

The students asked many questions about how planes fly, what
the engine does, the shape of the wings of the plane and more.

5.
1.

4.

BOUNDLESS CREATIVITY ON SHOW
Lego sculpture, weaving, painting, game making and more were
on display at the IGS Early Learning Art Show.

Captain Tristan and Captain Gabrielle spoke passionately with the
children about what they love most about being a pilot.

Proud artists shared their work with their families, teachers and
educators in a series of rooms, ending at the Imaginarium for
refreshments. It was a brilliant display of deep learning.

The two pilots shared their experiences of flying different types of
planes, as well as naming all their destinations.

Photos:
3. Pre School student William Anthony-Harrison giving his teacher,
Suzette Feltrin a gift on Early Childhood Educators Day

Photos:
1. Early Learning Teacher Robeka Bresovski inspires a deeper learning
into space by welcoming pilots into her classroom
2. Harri Phillips and Alyssa Kisirwani land their imaginary aeroplane
with the guidance of Captain Gabrielle
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4. Colour and talent unleashed
5. Early Learning children enjoying dress-ups during Book Week

2.

6. Brothers James and Jack Weng enjoy dressing up for Book Week

6.
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KINDERGARTEN

IGS KINDERGARTEN
TEDDY BEARS PICNIC
A DELIGHT FOR ALL
1.

IGS Principal Shauna Colnan invited Kindergarten students to the School’s
Peace Garden for the annual Teddy Bears’ Picnic.

graduating class of 2019 this week, who went to
the zoo with the Class of 2007 when they were

Students were welcomed by the Teddy Bears’ Picnic song before
skipping around the garden with Ms Colnan and their teacher.

in Kindergarten.
The Kindergarten students were delighted to have Year 12
buddies with them as they explored different parts of Taronga
Zoo together.

Shreya Gunaratnam of Kindy Blue said she was going to share her
teddy bear with her brother, and Edward Russell of Kindy Blue
said “thank you for my baby”.

It was one of a series of exciting events for Year 12 during their
final week of formal schooling at IGS.

“I love the way children are talking about sharing their teddy bear
with others,” Ms Colnan said.

Kindergarten Teacher Alex Davis said it was a special
experience for the Year 12 cohort.

Harper Hulme of Kindy Gold said she
named her bear “Peeky Boo” because he
likes to poke his head out of the bag.
2.

Other children named their bears Jay, Emmaella, Goldenbear,
Tricky, Star and Eagle.
2.
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YEAR 12 BUDDY UP WITH KINDY FOR
SPECIAL ZOO VISIT
It was a sentimental visit to Taronga Zoo for the

The Picnic celebrates the Kindergarten children’s ability to settle
in so well to the School and to learn as much as they can.

Harper, with her friends Luna Smyth and Arkie Hamilton, created
an impromptu teddy party in the garden and invited their class
to join.

1.

3.

Photos:
1. IGS Principal Shauna Colnan hosts a Teddy Bears Picnic in the
Peace Garden
2. Kindergarten students Luna Smyth and Arkie Hamilton enjoying an
impromptu teddy bear party in the Peace Garden

“I think for Year 12, it’s eye-opening to look
after Kindy and it’s a nice way to end the
year because they are going back to the
zoo, and they can remember their ﬁrst trip,”
she said.
“Kindy enjoy meeting the Year 12 students and they always
have a really good day.”

3. IGS Principal Shauna Colnan with Kindergarten Teacher Christie
Osmond and students.

3.
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PRIMARY SCHOOL

AUTHORS INSPIRE A LOVE OF
READING
IGS Primary students were in fits of laughter during
a visit by children’s author Oliver Phommavanh.
The former primary teacher and stand up comedian told
students his writing secrets, acted out some of his stories
and signed their books.

“My number one tip for writing stories is
to write what you love,” he said.
“Write about things that really excite you. If you want writing
to be fun you have to write about fun stuff. It’s as easy as
that. When I’m stuck for writing a story I draw a giant hand
and I write down the things that I love.”
3.

CELEBRATING
READING

ALICE CREATES BOOK QUESTIONING
POLLUTION
It’s not fair that other living things have to suffer because of
human laziness, says Year 5 IGS student Alice Moss Ractliffe.

1.

More than 100 books were
borrowed before School had even
started, as Primary and High School
students celebrated Australian
Reading Hour.
Students all across Australia were encouraged to stop what they
were doing for one hour and pick up a book.
“Reading improves concentration and self-awareness, and it’s a
great way to combat loneliness, enhance empathy for others, and
build general knowledge, as well as creating obvious educational
gains,” said IGS Acting Head of Library Services Karen McBride.

“I especially enjoyed seeing Kindergarten
children reading with older students
throughout the morning.”
2.
Photos:
1. Principal Shauna Colnan with Millie Macalister and Maya Behi
2. Year 5 students Matilda Brown and Delphine Labancz catching up on
their books during Australian Reading Hour
3. Alice Moss Ractliffe
4. Children’s author Oliver Phommavanh
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Allegra Petris Alonso of Year 5 said her favourite book is A Dog’s
Purpose and Indiana Kennedy said her favourite book is Amelia
Fang and the Unicorn Lords.
“Quite a lot has happened just by the 37th page,” said Matilda
Brown, who was busy ready Emily Eternal and loves to read every
day. “It’s really mysterious because the sun is about to blow up.”

Alice began learning about pollution in class and felt so
passionate about it that she decided to write and illustrate a
short rhyming book from the perspectives of the animals living
in the reef.
Her book, Down under the Reef, takes readers on a journey of
what it’s really like living in the sea. The last page of the book
is what she hopes really connects with her readers, and is her
own favourite page. Alice has very carefully illustrated a turtle,
showing the impact of plastic bags, straws, and other items
clogged up inside the turtle.

He said playing with toys has also helped him create stories.
“Being a writer is about being someone who writes about
what they love and writing about your passion but it’s also
about making trouble, because if you’re just writing about
fun stuff it’s not really that exciting.”
Oliver had students create stories based on their favourite
food, games, place, food, job, and their favourite animal. One
student created a story about pasta that comes alive and
turns into a snake.
Oliver told students one of the best ways to become a great
writer is to read lots of books.
“The more books you read, the more ideas you will get for
your stories,” he said.
The younger students also enjoyed a visit by children’s
author Ursula Dubosarsky.

“Every time I see a documentary about the
pollution it makes me really sad. I don’t think
it’s fair that the animals have to suffer from us
being lazy,” Alice said.
“Follow me down under the reef where me and my friend would
play all day until we all had to run away,” her rhyming book reads.

OLIVER MEETS FAMOUS INDIGENOUS
AUTHOR BRUCE PASCOE
When Oliver Macalister of Year 6 sent an email to Australian
Indigenous writer Bruce Pascoe, seeking advice for his
Independent Research Topic, he never expected a response.
To his surprise, Bruce replied and agreed to meet with a grateful
Oliver and his family to discuss his project.
Oliver posed the question: What is Aboriginal agriculture and
how can it improve our current methods.
His interest in Aboriginal agriculture is new, but Oliver has dived
deep into research and has already learned so much.

4.
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2.

TASTING CULTURE

YEARS 4 AND 5

‘I PICCOLI CHEF ITALIANI’ AT IGS
As part of a unit on cultural aspects of the cuisine of Italy,
IGS Year 4 Italian students and some parent volunteers
enjoyed a day of cooking, eating and singing.
Head of Primary Languages Vilma Rotellini said “we were so
grateful to have parents to help on the day. We prepared, we
sang and we ate.”
Students’ comments:
“It was fun, I have never cooked before.”

“Learning how to cook Italian food and
how to follow a recipe in Italian was great.”
“I am going to cook these recipes with my family.”
“I ask my mum to buy Italian products all the time now.”

YEAR 4 CREATE THEIR
DREAM GREEN HOME

BON APPETIT
Year 5 French Beginners students had a great start to their
day with a French breakfast.
Ms Rotellini said the students were well prepared to ask for
their croissant and hot chocolate in French, with impressive
pronunciation.
1.

YEAR 5 MEET REFUGEE FROM
AFGHANISTAN

Year 4 students were grateful to work closely with UTS Design and
Architecture student buddies as they planned and finalised their green
dream home projects.

Year 5 students were thrilled to meet guest speaker Ms Waghma
Arsalah, a refugee from Afghanistan.
Ms Arsalah said she would never forget her first day, arriving
alone in Sydney at the age of 18 by aeroplane, early one raining
morning 22 years ago.

It was all hands on deck to finish the models ahead of their
presentations.
The project included hearing from architects, drawing up plans
and creating models featuring their “green” elements.

“I was thinking it was heaven,” she said.
“Everything was so clean and beautiful.
I came from such a dusty, dusty city. It was
dirty and dark with no electricity. I was not
allowed to go outside most of the time;
we lived in one room.

These included grey water recycling, solar panels, roof gardens,
compost bins, battery power storage, vegetable gardens, vertical
gardens, wind turbines, use of renewable materials and even
chickens and worm farms.

“The kids are so brilliant,” said UTS third year
Design and Architecture student Danica
Crug, who added that she loved working
with IGS students. “They know a lot.”
All the IGS students said they enjoyed their projects, even though
they had to work quickly in their teams to complete their models
for display.

3.

“When I went outside, Sydney was so green and it was so clean.
It was like I read in a book - the water so clean it was like a tear.”
For almost a decade Ms Arsalah thought she would return to
Afghanistan, but said she and her children have made so many
friends here. She has made her life here and expects to stay.
2.

She hopes the war ends in Afghanistan, for the safety of her old
friends and family left behind. When it does, she plans to return
more often and stay longer. “Afghanistan is such a beautiful
country, with many heritage areas, but not everyone can go
there.”

French teacher Jennifer Freixas with the help of colleague
Annamaria Ferragina prepared the hot chocolate in front of
the students while speaking in French. The students enjoyed
learning about the origins of croissants and the equivalent
Italian version, “il cornetto”.
In true café style, the students sat down with their breakfast
and discussed the good quality chocolate and the flaky,
light croissant.

GAINING A FLAVOUR OF JAPAN
A fascinating Year 5 intercultural unit of learning has
included the hands-on study of social interactions, festivals,
food, clothing and housing.

“Through learning about these aspects
of Japanese life students compared
similarities of the Italian and Australian
way of life,” Ms Rotellini said.
Students enjoyed making Onigiri, a Japanese rice ball,
while reading the recipe in Italian.
Students said: “It was fun. I tried making Onigiri at home.
I didn’t have some of the ingredients to make it with tuna and
mayonnaise, so I just made the plain one.”

Photos:
1. IGS Year 4 Teacher Teresa Bertoli working with students on their
Dream Green home project
2. IGS students Stella Slater and Elise Lascar
3. Ms Waghma Arsalah, a refugee from Afghanistan meets Year 5
students in the Imaginarium

Year 5 students asked many questions, and Elijah Palmer thanked
Ms Arsalah “for helping us understand what it is to be a refugee”.

18

JIGSAW | SUMMER 2019

19

YEAR 7

2.

Year 7 spent a day at Taronga
Zoo in Sydney, adding to their
understanding of Biology,
classification of living organisms
and Australian animals.
At Taronga’s Institute of Science and Learning, students were
taken into the centre’s new immersive habitat classroom, where
they had the opportunity to get up close and personal with a
spiny leaf stick insect, a tree frog and other creatures.

YEAR 7
LEARN ABOUT
CLASSIFICATION
OF ANIMALS AT
TARONGA ZOO

Year 7 student Gemma Barker-Tomkins said her favourite part of
the excursion was seeing the animals inside the habitat classroom.
3.

“It was exactly like the habitat they would
be in,” she said.
Students Luke McAuley, Rory Price and John Fichera said their
favourite part was seeing the gibbons and meerkats.

Photos:
1. IGS students at Taronga Zoo’s Immersive habitat classroom
2. Year 7 students exploring the animals at Taronga Zoo
3. Year 7 students with their workbooks

4.
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1.

4. Students plan and prepare for their busy day at Taronga Zoo
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YEAR 7

ENVIRONMENTALLY
FRIENDLY TOTE
BAG PROJECT SEW
SENSIBLE!
1.

Year 7 students have taken action
to reduce ocean plastic pollution by
creating their own reusable bags.
“We looked at the impact of micro plastics in the ocean, single
use plastic and floating plastic gyres, and have been creating
reusable bags to reduce waste,” said IGS Art and Design Teacher
Hannah Fenton.
Students enjoyed selecting ocean motifs to decorate the canvas
bags.
They learnt a variety of machine and hand sewing skills in order
to create their bags.

3.

NEW AND OLD TECHNOLOGY ON SHOW
Year 7 Woodwork students had the opportunity to
use old and new technology, creating a jewellery box,
of pine and plywood, with a personalised, customised
laser-cut lid.

“The design on the lid is created in Illustrator
and etched onto the lid,” Design and
Technology Teacher Ksenija Doic said.

4.

2.

Hunter Moate: I like being able to make a difference.
Lucy Levenberg-Penklis: I really enjoyed this. I liked the fabric
choices and how efficient it can be. We have created our own
bag in a short amount of time.
May Ierace: I think it was really fun. I haven’t sewn before with a
machine. I found it really exciting. Creating a reusable bag won’t
affect the oceans.

Derin Sivrioglu: I think it’s really cool, because we

“The students learnt some traditional woodwork techniques,
as well as how to work in Adobe Illustrator – old and new
technology working together.”

can all learn more about our planet and we learnt
about the microplastics we didn’t even know

Photos:

existed. Making our own bags is better than buying

1. Year 7 student May Ierace shows off the reusable bag she designed

a normal tote bag, because I feel I’ve actually

2. Year 7 students Luke McAuley and Patrick Keller working hard on
their reusable bags

achieved something. It’s really cool.

3. Students Mitchell Landon, Noah McLean and Patrick Hall working on
their jewellery box in Woodwork
4. IGS Design and Technology Teacher Ksenija Doic with student
Kai Schlaefle
5. Students Noah McLean and Patrick Hall in Woodwork class
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YEAR 9

YEAR 10

RED EARTH
REFLECTIONS

YEAR 10 PLAYS
STRETCH SKILLS
1.

A group of Year 9 students embarked on the IGS Red Earth Indigenous
Immersion Expedition to central NSW and the Anangu Pitjantjatjara
Yankunytjatjara (APY) lands.
This year was the fifth time that IGS has been to the APY Lands
and the Yunyarinji community, otherwise known as Kenmore
Park,” IGS Red Earth Indigenous Immersion Leader and Language
Educator Lucy Howard-Shibuya said.
“We were the first school to visit this community through Red
Earth in 2014 and we have become firm friends ever since.

“While we visit many incredible natural icons
such as Uluru, Kata Tjuta and Kings Canyon,
without a doubt the most amazing part
of this trip is the chance to stay with the
Kenmore mob on their land.”

“The incredible On Country learning the students are involved in
allows them to develop a crucial understanding of Aboriginal
perspective. They search for maku (witchetty grub) and tjala
(honey ant), learn to dance (inma) and hear the Pitjantjatjara
language spoken constantly.
“The IGS kids are open minded, and thus adapted to some very
different ways of life and took every experience as it came with
great enthusiasm, including practising their Pitjantjatjara skills.”
Lucy said.
The students immersed themselves in the local culture and
lifestyle, shared memorable experiences and took away a
significantly deeper understanding of our First Nations people.

As a culmination of their work on Script to Performance, members of
the IGS Theatricks classes performed Children of the Black Skirt and
The Popular Mechanicals.
For many of the students, this was their first performance
in a full production, said Drama Teacher and show Director
Ned Manning.
“We are very proud of their efforts,” he said.
The whole process was fashioned to replicate, as closely as
possible, the experience of performing in a play for a theatre
company.

“The students auditioned for roles before
being cast. They read and discussed the plays
while researching their respective worlds.”
4.

Students were assisted by NIDA Design Graduate Jonathan
Hindmarsh and his assistant on the project, Siobhan Jett
O’Hanlon, who explained the process of set and costume design.

Unlike the famous tourist attractions in the area, individuals
cannot visit the APY lands and their communities without being
invited and receiving a permit to do so, which Lucy explained
highlights “the significance of this trip and the incredible firsthand opportunity we have to not only give back through the
community project, but to take part in some amazing cultural
activities and be welcomed into the Anangu homelands.

Photos:
1. IGS student Harriet Ryder meets with the locals of the APY Lands
and the Yunyarinji community
2. Jonas Meyer at Kata Tjuta looking at Uluru

2.
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3.

3 and 4. IGS Year 10 Theatricks students perform Children of the Black
Skirt and The Popular Mechanicals
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YEAR 12

CELEBRATION
OF YEAR 12 ART
AND DESIGN
MAJOR WORKS
1.

3.

“Success is not final, failure is not forever, the issue at hand is to have
the courage to continue,” Director of Art and Design Craig Malyon told
students at the Art and Design Showcase.
Staff, students, and parents celebrated the achievements of the
IGS Year 12 Visual Art, Design and Technology students and
considered the deep themes expressed.

More than 350 pieces of work went on
display in the School Hall, before going off
to the HSC marking centre.
Students’ creations demonstrated hard work and deep
engagement with diverse ideas, materials and techniques.
It also reflected the skills and commitment of their teachers.
As shown on page 7, many works were commended by
HSC markers.

4.

2.

Photos:
1. Year 12 Visual Arts Class of 2019
2. Detail from Geordie Rothwell’s major work Dystopia 1
3. Andrea Kostopoulos
4. Elise Brennan
5. Anika Campbell (right) with her aunt Roslyn Campbell
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GLOBAL ACHIEVEMENTS

DUKE OF
EDINBURGH’S
AWARDS
1.

Congratulations to IGS Year 12 Class of 2019 student Charlotte Howden
who was awarded the National Gold Duke of Edinburgh’s International
Award recently at Sydney’s Town Hall.
Charlotte joined close to 400 young people across Australia who
received a Gold Award.
Charlotte also had the chance to meet His Royal Highness Prince
Edward, Earl of Wessex KG GCVO.
About 20 IGS students were honoured at an assembly, including
Emil Hasche, Maya Braun and Donovan Lecours, who received
silver medals.

“This award can be compared to running
a marathon,” said PDHPE teacher
Lyndon Kleeman.

“These students are required to complete a minimum of 39 hours
of community service, develop a skill, and participate in a physical
activity. They also participate in two overnight camps in the
beautiful Kangaroo Valley.
“They have shown commitment, dedication, patience and integrity.”
Acting Deputy Principal Students and Campus Life Paul Galea
added that achievement in the Duke of Edinburgh’s scheme was
so well recognised that job seekers who had won the awards
were more likely to win roles than those without.

2.

“I would highly recommend students taking part as it ensures
that students have regular exercise and community service, as
a scheduled part of their life, which sets them up for a healthy
lifestyle in which they are active in the community,” Emil said.

“Doing the Duke of Ed award also
encourages students to develop a skill
through doing a hobby they enjoy. By going
on camps, students learn outdoor skills, as
well as resilience, and teamwork.

Donovan Lecours said his greatest challenge was hiking the
65km Overland Track in Tasmania.
“I made sure to come prepared with plenty of water and good
morale so that the hike wouldn’t be as mentally and physically
stressing,” Donovan said, adding that the silver award was a big
step up from the bronze one.
Donovan also encouraged other students to challenge
themselves and become involved.
“I would definitely recommend this to other students as it helps
you with time management and gives you something to work on
during your high-school years.”

“It teaches students various life skills, and trains them to have
a good healthy lifestyle, through regular scheduled activities.
Students can carry this with them after doing the award, making
them well equipped for life after school.”

Emil Hasche, who received the silver award, said undertaking the
activities improved his way of life and made him a healthier and
more active person.

Photos:
1. Year 9 students enjoy a Duke of Edinburgh camp at Kangaroo Valley
2. IGS student Charlotte Howden with His Royal Highness Prince
Edward and other award recipients
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CREATIVITY

DAZZLING ART
AND DESIGN SHOW
1.

The Project Runway Art and Design Show 2019 was the perfect opportunity
for passionate Design and Technology students to share their creativity
with the community.
Students in Years 7 to 12 displayed works created in classes and
clubs. Year 6 Independent Research Task fine art projects were
also on show, along with works by students from the We Sew
Crazy, Woodwork and Jewellery clubs.
The Parents Teachers and Friends Association (PTF) shared their
own design flair, adding custom bunting and fairy lights, a smoke
machine, ceiling decorations and more, bringing to life the Wizard
of Oz theme.

30

The MC for the night, Acting Deputy Principal Students and
Campus Life Paul Galea, said he was blown away by the talent.

2.

“Niamh graduated from IGS in 2013; she
went to UTS and did Fashion and Design;
and she is now in New York City on a
two-year scholarship at Parsons, doing a
Masters in Fashion.
“It all started here.”

Recalling his own daughter’s success in Art
and Design at IGS, Paul said: “From little
things, big things grow and for some people
here it could be the beginning of a really
long journey.”

Photos:
1. Students Lucien Katada and Coco Messiter on the IGS fashion
runway
2. Students Red McLeay, Isabel Ashe, Eva Valder and
Lucy Levenberg-Penklis on the IGS fashion runway
3. Students Delfina McAuley and Amelie Foster with their
environmentally friendly tote bags

3.
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INTERNATIONAL DAY

2.

INTERNATIONAL
DAY DELIGHTS

1.

3.

1.

There was no shortage of colour, taste, sound and culture at the IGS 2019
International Day festivities. The day’s events revolved around the theme
“World Languages”, in recognition of the United Nations International Year
of Indigenous Languages.
The School welcomed keynote speaker, Gumbaynggirr
storyteller and Aboriginal languages teacher Michael Jarrett.
Mr Jarrett exchanged Gumbaynggirr words with students, staff
and parents, and called on the students to learn the words of his
grandmothers and grandfathers.

32

IGS Principal Ms Colnan noted the hard
work that is underway in reviving the
precious languages of the ﬁrst Australians
and encouraged students to seize the gift
of languages.

During the School’s welcome Assembly, IGS hosted performances
by the Romanian Folk Dance Ensemble of Sydney Dance Rhythms.
IGS Parents, Teachers and Friends put together a diverse food stall
of German, French, Italian, Arabic food and more.
Our Early Learners took turns to showcase their music and
language skills during their International Day Assembly. Dressed in
colourful costumes representing China, France, Germany, Italy and
Japan, the students sang and danced popular nursery rhymes and
other songs in their additional languages.
Primary students impressed large audiences with their
collaborative body percussion routines from Indonesia, led by
Suara Indonesia Dance.

High School students participated in a Japanese tea ceremony,
a Suara Indonesian Dance workshop, Japanese tea cup making,
henna tattoos and an Koomurri Outback Experience, where
students learnt about Indigenous hunting practices through
dance and more.
It was a wonderful celebration of the International Grammar
School during its 35th anniversary year.

Photos:
1. Students Nyssa Enfield, Alisha Dang and Arya Singh at
International Day
2. Principal Shauna Colnan with Michael Jarrett and special guests
3. IGS Teacher Jade Carr with Chenelle Carr and IGS parent
Timothy Bishop
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DRAMATIC ARTS

WIT AND TEAMWORK
SPARKLE ON STAGE
1.

IGS Theatresports competitors
powered through to the finals this
year, with two students taking out
inaugural awards for improvisations.

3.

“IGS placed second in the State and we are incredibly proud of
their efforts.”
In addition, Madiba was awarded the inaugural Elliott Miller Award
of Most Valued Improviser.

“This award is given to the student who
best embodies the spirit of supportive
improvisation,” Rita said.

The IGS Intermediate team took out silver in the NSW Grand
Final Theatresports Schools Challenge at the Enmore Theatre in
mid 2019.

“Jack Scott-Hickie is to be congratulated for winning the Elliot
Miller Most Valued Improviser Award at the Junior Competition,”
Rita said.
Congratulations Chiara Marchi, Delfina McAuley, Daniel
Orlay, Harriet Tonkin and Jack Scott-Hickie. IGS thanks their
Theatresports coaches, alumni Lukian Adams (2018) and Queenie
Colquhoun (2016).
“The legacy of excellence in Drama is very evident. An excellent
effort by our performers and coaches!”

“The award was given for what the judges saw on stage. They
had no knowledge of the wonderful T-shirts which Madiba had
designed and gifted, not only to the team but to his coaches and
teachers too. A brilliant effort, IGS!”

IGS Director of Dramatic Arts Rita Morabito said team members
Madiba Doyle-Lambert, Coco Gillies, Hugo Griscti, Stirling Stewart
and Oliver Parry were “incredibly united, playing generously at all
times while entertaining the audience with moments of hilarity”.
“Each section of the competition was approached with skill, wit
and heartfelt commitment,” Rita said.
2.

Their success was followed by strong performances by the IGS
Junior Theatresports team at The Actor’s Centre Forum Theatre
in November, where the students displayed excellent, enthusiastic
and smart teamwork.

Photos:
1. Madiba Doyle-Lambert received the inaugural Elliott Miller Award of
Most Valued Improviser
2. The IGS Junior Theatresports team displayed excellent teamwork at
The Actors Centre Forum Theatre
3. Members of the IGS Intermediate Theatresports team
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MUSIC

HIGH NOTE
PERFORMANCES
1.

2.

THE BIG SONG-DANCE-PLAY-IN MUSIC
CONCERT

IGS Music concerts ring true to the School’s strategic vision to ‘boost
innovation and collaboration’.

In another collaborative and unforgettable event, the Big SongDance-Play-In Music Concert featured IGS musicians from Years 4
and 5 and their families.

ESPECIALLY FOR ROSE
With a concert in her honour, Russian musician and composer
Rose Grausman was celebrated for sharing her love of music and
skills with IGS students for 30 years.
The concert featured students of all ages in High School and
Primary School ensembles as well as the Sydney Jewish Choral
Society, which Rose directs.
Director of Music Alison Housley described Rose, who teaches
piano and the theory of music to students from Kindergarten to
Year 12 students, as the lifeblood of the Music department.

“She is such a rock, she knows so much
about everything but in addition to that,
it’s her experience and the way she has
seen the growth and development of this
department,” Ms Housley said.

“We’re her family and she thrives on being here and we thrive on
having her here.”

3.

Rose would argue she is the lucky one and said seeing her
students find and follow their passion for music is what she truly
loves most about working at IGS.

It was a joyous festival of Bring Your Own instrument and Do It
Yourself playing and singing, surround-sound, thrilling percussion,
rich strings, bright woodwinds, teamwork and more.

“These moments are very special,” she said. “Students are
connected with music for the rest of their life.”

“I loved it,” said parent Chris McLean. “Tilly gets a kick out of
having us here. You get a very different experience sitting in the
ensemble. It’s stereo!”

The concert, which featured languages not taught at IGS,
including Afrikaans, Latino, Hebrew, and Arabic, “was something
that touched my heart,” Rose said.

Ensembles included the Bay Street Band and Kelly Street Band
and choirs from the Primary School.

Rose thanked IGS and the music department for celebrating her
milestone in such a special way.
“Music is my life,” she said. “I cannot live without it. Music is my
soul. Every morning I am happy to be here.”

Photos:

“Rose is one of the most inspirational music tutors we have. Every
little thing that needs to be done for her students, she makes sure
she follows through.

1. IGS Director of Music Alison Housley with Rose Grausman
2. Students of all ages perform at the music concert
3. Alessia Savi with parent Diane Gianfelici

4.
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Parents and grandparents enjoyed the opportunity to sit
alongside the students, record their performances and even play
along.

4. Dominic Despot and parent with Zac Roberts
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MUSIC SHOWCASE PRESENTS EXCELLENCE
The Music Department’s selection of extraordinary musical items
marked the diversity and excellence of musical performance and
composition at IGS.
The Senior Orchestra, Wind Orchestra, Symphonic Winds and
string players from Years 3 to 12 performed, along with Years 3 to
12 choirs, select HSC performers and composers, music craft and
Music workshop classes and the Saxophone Ensemble.
“The evening brought together the astonishing creativity, energy
and vibrancy, talent and commitment that we are privileged to
encounter every day at this school,” said Ms Housley.

“For the first time, we brought together our growing collective of
string players from Year 3 to Year 12.
“Particular congratulations to our Year 4 strings players who
only started playing this year, our inaugural IGS Year 4 strings
stream. For this special group to perform in our 35th anniversary
program was historic.
“We also heard the combined school choirs in the presentation
of two works by Sydney composers, Luke Byrne and James
Humberstone, written especially for IGS.

“Music has the power to channel these forces, while offering
the opportunity for collaboration, bringing children of all ages
together to experience the thrill and joy of performance.

“2019 was a year of initiatives as we embraced opportunities to
engage with our parents, extended families and community
by providing events which encouraged participation from the
audience.

“Our youngest musician, Penelope Martell, in Year 1, opened the
final item, while in contrast to this we heard performances and
compositions from exceptional Year 12 students.

“I sincerely thank the incredible IGS Music staff, ensemble directors
and music tutors who contribute so generously and inspire the
musical journey of our students.”
“We would also like to the thank the PTF for their support.”

2.

YEAR 4 PRESENTS ‘JOYOUS’ BABY PROM
Early Learning students bopped, clapped, swayed and sang at
their recent Baby Proms Early Learning event.
Music students in the Year 4 Instrumental Program, as well as
IGS Music staff, put on a spectacular music show for Early
Learning families, to show off the diverse range of instruments
on offer at IGS.
One Early Learning child was so excited by the music, he even
volunteered his dad to assist in playing one of the instruments.
IGS Director of Early Learning Sarah Herbert said “I wasn’t sure
whether to smile or sing. I wanted to do both. It was very joyous.

“The Baby Prom Concert was an absolute joy
to be part of, with all the smiling and singing
from children, staff and families alike!
“How blessed we are in Early Learning to benefit from the richness
of this musical experience and not to mention the community
connection with older students (from Year 4) in IGS.”

3.

Photos:
1. Students and staff from all music backgrounds come together for the
IGS Music Showcase
2. Year 4 Music students entertained Early Learning children and their
families at the Baby Prom

1.
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3. Elisabeth Fuller and Claudine Griffith
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NEWS

SAGE TURNS FIVE
Middle Years IGS students set their creative imaginations free during
SAGE Week, tackling their tasks with gusto.
It was the fifth year of this adventurous program,

3.

designed and introduced by Principal Shauna Colnan
to challenge students in Years 7 to 10 with real-world
experiences of history, geography, literature, the arts,
and culture, and to call on their creativity.

Collaborative and exciting, SAGE stands
for: Student choice; Authentic learning
experiences; Global relevance; and
Exhibitions and celebrations of learning.
It is a global education framework.

YEAR 7 CHANNELS SHAKESPEARE
Year 7 students Neve Wilding, Romilly Gsessing and
classmates (left) channelled Shakespeare. Working with
Sport for Jove professionals, they read, acted, interpreted,
summarised, directed and presented their own versions of
some of his famous plays.

4.
5.

“I enjoyed The Rocks Quest because it
helped me get a better understanding of
Australia’s past and gain a new perspective
to what once was a land of trees, water and
serenity,” said student Nell Brennan.

2.

YEAR 8 REINTERPRETS
SYDNEY HARBOUR
Year 8 embarked on The Rocks Quest, meeting Indigenous
guides, archaeologists and professionals who work in
Sydney’s rich heritage precinct.
1.

40

They explored Sydney Harbour with Tribal Warrior Cultural
Cruises.

Photos:
1. The play’s the thing
2. Year 8 out and about
3. Yulan Kung
4. Matilda Menzies, Isabelle Smith and Zoe Perumal at the
State Library of NSW
5. Seeing Circular Quay in new ways
6. Exploring The Rocks

6.
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NEWS

YEAR 9 SONG,
DANCE, OPERA!
Opera on Kelly required groups in Year 9 was to
create and perform their own opera - within a week!
Working with Opera Express they wrote original
story lines, set their own songs to music, created
sets, and then performed to an audience of proud
and delighted parents, caregivers and classmates.

Leon Collins Frost, Grace Mercer and Nathan Turner
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YEAR 10 TASMANIA WRITING THE ISLAND

NEWS

Year 10 students ventured to Tasmania
where they took on diverse challenges, such
as exploring the east coast where they
encountered layers of history including
Aboriginal culture, the convict era and other
aspects of European settlement.
Other groups trekked through wilderness at self-selected
levels of difficulty, considering the human impact on the
environment and the beauty of the natural world.
Students synthesised their experiences by creating poems,
artworks, movies and diaries.
It was another SAGE Week to be remembered, and students
are already anticipating next year’s adventures.

Lucien Katada

Lucy Howard-Shibuya (right) with Year 10 students
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“The Internet, video games, social media, Wikipedia, news
bulletins and summaries offer immediate answers and
gratification but don’t encourage deep thought, analysis
and reflection.

CURRICULUM EXPANSION

“Real knowledge is, and always has been, derived from learning to
ask the right questions.
“This course is designed to teach students how to frame those
questions, test hypotheses, assess sources, to think critically and
emerge as independent learners.
“This will be done in a practical way; lessons will be drawn from
history, the social sciences and the daily news.”
At a time when many middle years students become disengaged,
IGS students will be debating issues of the day deeply relevant
to their lives.

INNOVATIVE
AND CREATIVE
NEW COURSES

“We will relate the theory of logical and critical thought to the
students’ experiences, confirming the relevance of the course to
their lives.
“We will be studying real world situations, interrogating the media,
and the issues raised by the students using examples from the
recent, middle and distant past, the entire human experience.
“They will be using the equivalent of a scientific method and
basic logic to develop, interpersonal skills and empathetic
understanding; all of the things indispensable to the democratic
process.
“These kids are growing up as digital natives and they are
exposed to information from everybody.

“The most important skills are not knowing
what happened, but knowing who to trust.”

IGS continues to expand curriculum offerings, in keeping with the strategic
vision to incite passionate and creative learning.
During 2020 Critical Thinking for the 21st Century for Years 9
and 10, and Philosophy will be rolled out to Years 5 and 6 in the
Primary School, and up to Year 9 in High School.
Meanwhile, Aboriginal Studies continues to grow in popularity.

NEW COURSE IN CRITICAL THINKING
TO BE DEVELOPED AT IGS
Elective classes in Years 9 and 10 in 2020 will study Critical
Thinking in the 21st Century with eminent historian and educator
Dr Bruce Dennett.
The new course, being devised at IGS by Dr Dennett, will explore
concepts such as trust, knowledge and belief and will develop
skills in our students highly relevant to a changing world,
anchored in principles currently under discussion in national and
NSW curriculum reviews.
“Critical and creative thinking is the diamond hard bit of the drill,”
Dr Dennett said.
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“It’s as old as Socrates and Plato” and more relevant than ever in
the digital age.
“I have known Dr Dennett for over 30 years,” said IGS Principal
Shauna Colnan.

“He is one of the most renowned history
teachers in NSW and has shaped the way
history is taught in this State for generations.
“Our students will learn so much from him and I’m thrilled that
they will have this opportunity in 2020.”

Dr Dennett explained why critical thinking
skills are more important than ever.

Dr Dennett has been working with IGS staff and Year 12 students
studying Extension History for several years. In his latest editions
of the Oxford University Press text Inside History, for Years 7 to
10, Dr Dennett is bringing critical thinking skills, the Historian’s
Toolkit from the rear of the texts to the front.
The new IGS course will include historiography, ontology,
epistemology and ways of knowing “what you trust from the
past and what you don’t”.
“While a lot of research shows that students can disengage
in Years 9 and 10, at IGS we will be engaging them in relevant,
socially controversial debates on subjects such as genetic
modification and bioethics.
“We cannot know the world of 2050. Education for 2020 is not
the key to success in 30 years’ time – learning to think critically
and creatively is.
“Critical thinking skills are likely to benefit these students
during their HSC, when they get to uni and when they enter
the workplace.”
The new venture will be supported by a longitudinal research
study and will enable the School to share fresh resources and
fresh, student-centred teaching techniques with other teachers
and schools.

YOUNGER STUDENTS KEEN TO
UNDERTAKE ABORIGINAL STUDIES
Six keen Year 10 IGS students are racing ahead with the
opportunity to sit their HSC in Aboriginal Studies.
The students, who are independent workers who thrive
on challenges and fast-paced learning, completed the
equivalent of three terms of work during Term 4 2019.
“This newly offered compression course is an opportunity
for Year 10 students to begin their preliminary studies in
Aboriginal Studies in Week 6 of Term 4,” said Principal
Shauna Colnan.
“They will complete their HSC course in it in 2020, a year
ahead of their cohort,” said Academic Mentor – Indigenous
Students and Stage 6 Aboriginal Studies Teacher Jade Carr.
IGS introduced the popular Aboriginal Studies course for
senior students in 2017.
“It contains a lot of really interesting content,” said student
David Thom. “The subject and the culture are topics you can
look at from a lot of different perspectives.
“There are a lot of myths, such as the one that Aboriginal
people were simply nomadic and didn’t have agriculture.
The evidence says otherwise.”
Student Anya Haywood agreed. “I had no idea about all of
the things we’ve been learning,” she said.

THINKING ABOUT ‘NOW’
Students in Years 7 and 8 celebrated World Philosophy Day
by wrestling with “nowism” in their Philosophy classes.
Taking turns and listening respectfully to each other, they
have explored whether it is right or wrong to treat people
living now as more important than those who may exist in
200 years.
The exercise was prompted by a video produced by UK
Philosophy Man Jason Buckley which queries whether
“nowism” is as important an issue as “sexism” or “racism”.
Students put forward a wide range of arguments and
concepts supporting or denying the existence of “nowism”,
while relating the question to others they have been
debating.
They engaged deeply with the issues, including obligations
to protect the environment, and considerations of population
sizes.
They considered whether it was our responsibility to worry
about people far away in time or space, whether a now-born
baby was more important than one born in the future, and
what we should do about “nowism”.
Philosophy was introduced at IGS to Year 7 in 2018 by
Philosopher in Residence Dr Britta Jensen, who is rolling it out
throughout the High School. Head of Primary School Colin
Bird will teach it to Years 5 and 6 during 2020 as part of our
strategic curriculum expansion project.
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NEWS

PRIMARY SCHOOL

COLOUR
FUN RUN
A HUGE
SUCCESS
CELEBRATING IGS
LANGUAGES LEGEND
VILMA ROTELLINI

1.

IGS students from Years 1 to 6 had
a colourful afternoon at the recent
Colour Fun Run.
IGS wishes to congratulate and extend a big thank you to
PDHPE’s Noah Armesto who coordinated the entire event and to
the PTF for their support.
The local fire brigade and police were also in attendance, giving
out high fives and splashing students with water.

The IGS Head of Primary Languages has lived, breathed and believed in the
IGS languages dream for 34 years, exalting in its achievements.
“Since our founder, the late Reg St Leon OAM began his quest,
I have seen his IGS language dream evolve into what it is today,”
Vilma said.
“I am thrilled about what has been achieved at IGS.
“Our children have gained so much from our school motto Unity
Through Diversity and I really believe that the staff and the
parents have as well.

“We embrace difference – everyone
belongs where Harmony Day, International
Day and Wear it Purple Day are celebrated
with passion.
“Languages have been supported by principals and by parents. It’s
a two way street and we have all learnt from each other.”
“Other schools offer languages, but we offer five languages in the
Junior School every day from Early Learning to Year 6.

48

“We don’t do ‘tasters’. Ours is a partial immersion program.
Children focus, think and engage.
“The IGS offering is unique and we are proud of it. Language
is compulsory at IGS, and we offer such a wonderful range
of options.

2.

“We were very lucky the day could still go
ahead given the weather in the morning,
but thankfully it did as the atmosphere at
the park was amazing,” Noah said. “The
students, staff and the local community had
a fantastic time.”

“The IGS model has stood the test of time.”
The event raised a total of $10,001. $5,001 was donated to the
Madeline Varian Appeal and the remaining $5,000 is being used
to set up a new IGS Families in Need Fund.

Vilma believes deeply in the IGS languages and the bonus
education it offers.
IGS children gain different things from their language experiences.
“Learning a language gives our brain a boost. We become better
learners and I think we become more interesting.
“Languages act as bridges between cultures. Our students are
curious and get an insight into another culture, at the same time
experiencing a clearer view of their own, and improving the
knowledge of their own language.”

Photos:
1. Paige Neumann enjoying the Colour Run
2. Primary students at the IGS Colour Run

2.3.

3. Artemisia Trenoweth and Tailtiu Keane
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COMMUNITY

STUDENTS
INSPIRED
BY HELPING
OTHERS

STUDENTS BRING OUT SMILES
AMONG THOSE DOING IT TOUGH
2.

There was barely a dry eye in the room when
IGS students paid a special visit to the patients
at the Chris O’Brien Lifehouse Hospital ahead of
Father’s Day.

1.

Year 10 students visited men and women, young and old
during their visit, bringing cards and chocolates. They
expressed gratitude for the opportunity.

Community is at the heart of IGS. Our students have shown their passion
for giving back through several wonderful initiatives, including Wear It
Purple Day, R U OK Day as well as visits to the Chris O’Brien Lifehouse
Hospital and Opal Annandale Aged Care Centre.

Jay McAndrew said it was hard to see such nice people
going through such tough situations but said it was
rewarding being able to bring out their smiles.
“I want to do anything I can to help,” Jay said.

FOND FAREWELL FOR ‘CONNECTED’ SENIORS AND IGS TEENS
Students Jed Payten, Rory Kerr, Natascha Haupt and Annie Millar
were part of an intergenerational Seniors and Teens Empathy
Program (STEP), a successful two-month trial centered around
story sharing.
Students were buddied up with aged care residents and enjoyed
learning about their lives, hearing about their childhoods and
families, and about their biggest achievements.
During their last visit to the aged centre in September, it was clear
the students had developed a deep connection with the residents.
The students presented their buddies with small gifts, photos and
cards as keepsakes.
Students’ parents were invited to be part of the final visit.

Jed’s mother, Lara Esden, said: “He would come home and tell us
about his experience and the stories, we could see what a special
experience it was,” Lara said.

3.

“He said it was the highlight of his week coming here.

“We knew it would be a really great program
but we’re just really quite touched and
amazed at what everyone got out of it and
being here today and seeing the connection
that they have, it’s quite emotional.”

Gail O’Brien AO, the wife of the late
Professor Chris O’Brien AO, said it was
wonderful to meet young people with
strong awareness of community “and
who conduct themselves with such
respect and sensitivity”.
“It was very meaningful for the fathers spending Father’s Day
in hospital to receive visits from the students,” she said.
In 2020, IGS will introduce the Year 9 Connect Program,
giving all students at this formative age, opportunities to
give back and to connect with the community.

Jed has since made a promise to keep visiting the residents
at Opal.

Photos:
1. Annie Millar with residents and family at Opal Annandale Aged
Care Centre
2. Year 10 students visit patients at the Chris O’Brien Lifehouse Hospital
ahead of Father’s Day
3. Year 10 students greet patients at the Chris O’Brien Lifehouse
Hospital with cards and gifts

4.
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4. Rory Kerr visits residents at Opal Annandale Aged Care Centre
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2.

COMMUNITY
1.

IGS STUDENTS SUPPORT
CLIMATE ACTION
With permission from their parents and the School,
more than 300 IGS students of all ages and year groups

Katya Greenup of Year 11: Our planet is literally on fire.
We are dying and the government doesn’t care. If we can do
something, we will.

took part in the student climate strike on 20 September.

Grace Fusco of Year 11: I care about the earth we live on and
things need to change.

Nearly all students in Years 9 and 10 attended the strike, and our
younger students were accompanied by parents.

Tilly Benedictus of Year 4: I am taking part to save the
planet and tell people what’s right.

“I think it’s important that we show our
support, to show that we don’t want to
have to live in a world that’s not healthy
and safe,” said Nell Brennan of Year 8.

“At IGS we pride ourselves on the fact that people can be who
they are and they can do that confidently, without fear or favour,”
said Deputy Head of High School Paul Galea.

Matteus Uleman of Year 8: I’m fighting for my own future.
If we don’t do something about it now we might be the last
generation.
Allegra Welsh of Year 11: The Government isn’t doing
anything so I guess students have to. I think this time the
strike will have more leverage because it’s also adults
participating, and I hope adults listen to other adults.

“We are seeing more adults and uni students joining in. It makes
you so angry when you are being dismissed simply because of
your age or experience when it’s something that’s important to all
of us,” Ella said.

Mollie Webb of Year 5: told a reporter at The Sydney
Morning Herald: “We’re the future and we don’t want our
world destroyed. So you guys have got to listen up and
change climate change.”
IGS students also featured in radio 2SER coverage.
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A WONDERFUL CELEBRATION OF UNITY
THROUGH DIVERSITY

Finian Moore of Year 4: I want to help other countries that
are in need.

Maya Braun and Ella Engelhardt of Year 11, who have been
involved in previous student action on climate change, said it was
encouraging that workers were joining students this year.

Principal Shauna Colnan: This is an
opportunity for our students to take
action, to express their voices and to feel
that they are part of something bigger
than themselves, something that they feel
strongly about. We are proud of each and
every one of them, while also respecting the
choice of students to stay at school.

3.

4.

R U OK? DAY HONOURS AND SUPPORTS
EVERYONE AT IGS
Smiles, splashes of golden yellow and messages of
friendship and support greeted students as the IGS
community celebrated R U OK? Day.
“Mental health is just as important as physical health,” said
Francesca Harrison of Year 9.
“Everything in your life starts to go down rapidly if you are not
caring for your mental health. You need to have support at
every level.
“We want to make sure everyone is the best they can be.”

Photos:
1. Senior students support the strike for climate action
2. Student  Francesca Harrison with IGS staff Lucy Howard-Shibuya
and Thom Marchbank
3. Katya Greenup and Charlie Slater
4. Making their mark

Francesca and Sophie, also of Year 9, helped set up a free lunch
time “drop-in” club in K301 for students on Thursdays.
“We need to break the stigma and create more awareness,” said
Sophie Pollack of Year 9.
“R U OK? Day should be every single day. Everyone’s mental
health is extremely important. Everyone is important, and
everyone deserves the help they need.”

Students embraced the colour purple in
celebration of Wear it Purple Day on 30
August and enjoyed drawing rainbows and
positive messages in chalk
In total, the School raised more than $500 for the Wear It Purple
organisation. This was our fifth Wear It Purple Day.
IGS was joined by members of Sydney City Police Area
Command, who welcomed students as they entered the
School gates.
Charlie Slater, in Year 7, said Wear It Purple Day is her favourite
day at IGS, not only because she loves the opportunity to wear
the colour, but she loves being able to help people understand
why this is so important.
“I love seeing the rainbow families coming together in creating
such a great day,” Charlie said.
Staff were also proud to “stand up” and “stand out”.
They said they felt fortunate to be part of a School where
diversity and differences were celebrated, and where everyone
felt safe and comfortable to be themselves.
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COMMUNITY
ENGAGEMENT
NEWS

CELEBRATING
CONNECTIONS

2.

THANK YOU, IGS COMMUNITY!

1.

Welcome to this edition of Jigsaw Community News! We've had another
exciting semester of community events, with alumni reunions and
Community Learning Program events about Healthy Screen Time and
Gaming, Ceramics and more.
Once again, we commemorated 11 November through handing
out rosemary sprigs at the front of the School, September's
Year 12 Graduation Dinner was a lovely display of camaraderie,
and we welcomed the two newest Indigenous Scholars to the
School who will start at IGS in Kindergarten in 2020 with a special
afternoon tea.
Thank you to all who supported August's Giving Day, a wonderful
display of community pride and spirit. We raised funds for the
School's Indigenous Scholarship Program and the new Centre for
the Dramatic Arts.

If you would like to connect, re-connect, or share your story
with the community, please feel welcome to reach out to me at
juliag@igssyd.nsw.edu.au or on (02) 9219 6778.
Julia Glass (2003)
Director of Advancement

Huge thanks to the IGS community
for your generous support of our
second annual Giving Day, which
took place in August.

3.

“We thank all of our on-the-day donors as
well as our generous matching donors and
operations room volunteers. We could not
have done it without your help!”

This year’s Giving Day we raised funds for the School’s Indigenous
Scholarship Program and the new Centre for the Dramatic Arts,
work on which has already commenced.
IGS welcomes two Indigenous students into Kindergarten each
year, providing a full scholarship until they complete Year 12. We
are proud of our commitment to the Program, and excited about
the opportunities it affords all students and staff members to
learn about the beauty of Indigenous cultures.
As we continue to reimagine and redesign the IGS campus, the
new Centre for the Dramatic Arts will feature a state-of-the-art
theatre, studio workstation, and flexible playbuilding learning
spaces to benefit all students. The Centre is expected to open
early in 2020.
“We raised $90,846 this year on our Giving Day, thanks to the
generosity of hundreds of parents, caregivers, alumni, staff
members, and friends all celebrating our amazing School,” said
IGS Director of Advancement Julia Glass.

Some of the beautiful comments we received on the Giving Day:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Terrific work for a wonderful school!
For a great school with wonderful staff
Wonderful scholarship program
Amazing school with so many opportunities
Thanks IGS
For our children and children’s children.

Relive the excitement and view all the comments on our IGS
Giving Day website!
www.charidy.com/igs

Photos:
1. Macy McLean, Nell Sharwood and Oliver Parry hand out rosemary
sprigs on Remembrance Day
2. Excitement in the Giving Day Operations Room
3. Madiba Doyle-Lambert, Deniz Sivrioglu, Edward Woodcock,
Coco Gillies and Oliver Parry
1.
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ALUMNI NEWS

IGS ALUMNA ALANNAH GRASSO’S
ARTWORK ON SHOW
As a little girl, IGS alumna Alannah Grasso (2016)
loved going to art galleries and creating art and craft
at School.
She said the art she made while at IGS instilled a passion
within her, and a career path to follow.
Alannah is currently in her final year of studying Art at the
University of Wollongong.
One of her recent pieces of work, Gnocchi gnocchi –
Let’s keep making, was inspired by her memories of her
grandmother.
Growing up, she would love days spent cooking with her
grandmother and cousins.

CLASS OF 2009
Members of the Class of 2009
enjoyed a trip down memory
lane for their 10 Year Reunion.
A tour of the School was
followed by a rooftop barbeque
hosted by other young alumni.

ALUMNA RANA BALEH
LOVES LEARNING

“We don’t do that often now since my grandmother is
getting older and we have all grown up,” she said.

A young woman from a migrant family, Rana Baleh

“In my artwork, I am repeating the making process of gnocchi.”

determination, resilience, supportive parents, great

(2009) said her success has come from hard work,
mentors and strong networks.

Alannah said she loves the uniqueness of art, “which has
been going for centuries and continues to innovate and
challenge as the art industry and emerging artists evolve in
today’s society”.

She firmly believes learning opens our minds, enables us to grow
and shapes us as individuals.

“There are so many layers within an artwork
and your interpretation is up to you.

That is clearly reflected in the number of degrees she has earned,
which include a Bachelor of Political, Economic and Social
Sciences, as well as a Master of Public Policy (Government and
International Relations).

“I love working with the different mediums that art allows us
to explore and experiment with. It is an escape from the
everyday world around us.”

More recently, she has completed a Graduate Certificate in
Business (Public Sector Management).
But she isn’t done. She is also looking at doing a Master of
Business Administration or a PhD.

It was great to hear what these
young people have been up to
since school and we look forward
to seeing them again soon!

“I really enjoy learning and I think it’s
important to continuously seek new learning
experiences whether it’s through formal
studies, on the job experience, traveling or
reading,” Rana said.
Rana works as a Manager, Energy Consumers and Competition
Policy for the NSW Department of Planning, Industry and
Environment.
She leads a team of policy specialists to develop evidencebased solutions to complex policy problems in the energy sector.
In particular, she works to improve consumer protection for
vulnerable people and reduce red tape for businesses.

Photos:
Members of the Class of 2009 enjoying
their reunion
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IGS will honour the
late Max Meyer with
the Max Meyer Reading
Room, a quiet space
located inside the
new Bibliothèque

ANOTHER WONDERFUL PICNIC DAY

A mild sunny day was the icing on
the cake at the annual IGS Clifton
Gardens picnic day.
There was something for everyone.
Students read books in deep shade, topped up their vitamin D in
the sunshine, played cards or chatted with friends.

MARRIAGES
Please email alumni@igssyd.nsw.edu.au to share your news. Photos need to be 250kb or larger to be printed.
Julia Glass (2003) and Craig Shulman

Others played Frisbee, soccer, cricket and basketball or enjoyed
the climbing equipment.

Ben Prelec and Rika Millen (2009)

3.

Then there was sandcastle building, paddling,
and, for older students, a walk on the
boardwalk, and the opportunity to jump or
dive into deep water and swim ashore.
1.

Staff in large hats supervised, along with at least one lifesaver
onshore and another on a surf ski, and fun was had by all.
It was a relaxing celebration to finish the 2019 academic year!

Photos:
1. Students Franklin Mitchell, Maxim Slavin, Wolfe Watts, Nate Stewart
and Ryder Williams
2. IGS staff enjoying Picnic Day
3. Students Ingrid Lee, Alessandra Spina and Tailtiu Keane enjoying
Picnic Day
Front cover: Georgina Rowles, Chenelle Carr and Isabella Langlands
Inside front cover: Dominic Lewis enjoying the IGS Primary School
Colour Run

2.

58

Back cover. Eva Dragicevic, Elizabeth Walter and Ottavia Vitale at the
picnic day
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