
This teachers fact sheet can be used as a resource to build your own 

knowledge on Indigenous Fire Management aiding in the presentation of this 

lesson.  

What is Land Management? 

Land Management is all of the skills, techniques, knowledges, technologies 
and actions used by people to look after their land and environment.  

Traditional Land Management has strong ties to cultural connection to 

Country including the Dreaming.  

A common misconception is that Aboriginal Land Management is random, 

but in fact it is systematic and very complex.  

Land Management allowed for sustainability as the techniques used suited 

the environment. When the British arrived in Australia in 1788, they brought 

farming and land management techniques suited for a very different 

environment causing long term repercussions such as salinity and erosion.  

Land Management techniques include: 

- Fire 

- Cultivation 

- Trapping  

- Hunting 

- Totems  

Fire   

Fire can be used as a tool to control and manage the land in one of three ways. 

Firstly it can be used to regenerate the land and increase productivity. Secondly it 

can be used to reduce overgrowth, scrub and fuel to prevent intense bushfires and 

lastly it can used promote biodiversity amongst flora and fauna. 

Cool burns are self-extinguishing meaning after the fire has burnt through the 

grass or fuel they simply go out.  



Cool burns are less dangerous for Flora and Fauna as animals have time to escape 

as they burn at a much slower rate. As the heat is much cooler, young trees can 

survive the fire and grass seeds stay intact for future regrowth.  

The cool fires also act as weed extinguishers because introduced species such as 

grasses and weeds  can be removed without chemicals.  

 

When to burn 

The timing of Cultural burns is critical therefore it must happen at the right times 

of the year.  

Traditionally, the land reveals when the climate is right for burning through 

indicators such as flowering trees therefore being able to read and interpret the 

land is extremely important.  

The ideal time to burn is early on in the dry season, from April to July as during this 

time plants that have grown in throughout the wet season begin to dry.  

Cool fires are to be done in mild conditions like cool mornings, nights or late 

afternoons when there is little breeze. This way the fire can be controlled and 

remain at a low temperature.  

 

Australia's recent bushfires  

Late last year, to early this year, Australia experienced devastating bushfires that 

ruined homes, ecosystems and habitats!   

The catastrophic bushfires were a result of record-breaking temperatures and 

months of severe drought. The bushfires gained global attention and air quality 

dramatically dropped all throughout Australia! As a result, Australia has begun to 

realise the value of traditional knowledge when it comes to the land!  

An example of the benefits of Cultural Burning related to the recent bushfires can 

be seen at Gavin Brook’s home. His home, located in between two national parks in 

Ulladulla was under great threat during the bushfires but as other homes burnt 

down his stood tall. This is because Aboriginal fire practitioners used cultural 

burning techniques around his house which substantially reduced the fuel load 

restricting ignition.  

 



 

 

How can we use Fire Management today? 

Wide spread use of traditional fire management would have an amazing ecological 

and environmental impact although currently, this is unachievable as not enough 

people are trained to complete these cultural burns.   

In urban areas like cities it is almost impossible to use traditional Land 

Management as it is no longer suitable to the environment! Although in areas such 

as national parks and bush lands, Cultural burns could be used today as their 

condition is very similar to that prior to colonisation.  

When the bush regenerates and regrows after the bushfires  it will return strong 

but in the wrong way! There will be the wrong composition of plants and species 

and therefore the bush will be unbalanced. It will return as a ticking time bomb 

prone to catastrophic fires.  

 

Where are Cultural Burns used in Australia? 

Cultural Burns are commonly used in Northern Australia as there is widespread 

Inidgneous land ownership and the environment is still suitable for the use of 

Cultural Burns. Ranger programs such as those in the Ku-ring-gai Chase National 

Park allow for Indigenous rangers to practice traditional Land Management.  

 

Are Cultural Burns effective? 

The Darwin Centre for Bushfire research conducted a study resulting in evidence 

that since Traditional Burning was introduced, land destroyed by bushfires has 

halved! 

 

Combining Indigenous and Western knowledge  

Moving forward it is clear that traditional knowledge has immense value in the 

changing  climate of today's society.  

To move forward we must embrace Western Knowledge alongside Indigenous 

knowledge to create a respect for shared knowledge.  

To widely adapt Indigenous Fire Management, Cultural Burns require modern 

technologies such as helicopters and satellite mapping. Therefore we must 



reconfigure Land Management techniques used today to combine Indigenous and 

Western knowledge.  

 

Firesticks 

Firesticks Alliance Indigenous Corporation is an Indigenous led network that aims 

to rejuvenate the use of cultural burning by establishing learning resources and 

workshops. It strives to empower both Indigenous and Non-Indigenous 

communities to work together towards achieving functional, healthy and resilient 

landscapes. Organisations like Firesticks make the  frequent use of traditional Fire 

practices possible!  

 

 
 
Additional resources: 
 
Fire Country: How Inidgneous Fire Management Could Help Save Australia. Book by 
Victor Steffensen. 
 
Fighting Fire with Fire - Australian Story ABC (Victor Steffensen) 
 
http://www.mulong.com.au/ - Videos and community projects based on Fire 
Management.  
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