
Aboriginal Land 
Management 

By Nancy Bertoli



I would like to Acknowledge the 
Traditional Owners of this land The 
Gadigal People of the Eora Nation. 
I would like to pay my respects to 
Elders Past, Present and Emerging

The information provided in this presentation 
provides and it is important to note that this 

information varies from Community to Community.  



What is Aboriginal Land 
Management

Prior to invasion, Aboriginal 
people undertook complex 
processes in order to 
manage the land and 
animals. These practices 
differ between communities. 



Fire

Fire is used to burn grass and form open 
forest parts.  
-It was used to rejuvenate the land 
-To make access easier through thick 
vegetation  
to encourage new growth and attract 
animals making hunting easier.  
-To preserve tree live cycle  
-To reduce impacts of bush fires.  



Hunting and Trapping
Hunting and trapping was 
efficient as it ensured the 
everyone only took what they 
needed and there was no wasted 
resources. 
 Women would gather vegetables, 
eggs, honey, small animals, while 
men hunted bigger land animals.  
Aboriginal People only take what 
they need, and do not waste any 
food. 



Totems
Totems: a sustainable way to ensure that every animal 
and plant is cared and protected.  
Each person is assigned with 4 totems. 
One must not touch, hurt, eat or kill their totems. 
One must ensure their totem is being taken care for 
and treated with respect  

Each person has 4 Totems: 
Nation 
Community  
Family 
Personal 



Cultivation

Cultivation: crops, yams 
and grains were grown. 
Sophisticated farming and 
agricultural practices used 
Aboriginal People only take 
what they need, and do not 
waste any food. 



What happens when we 
neglect this?

When the English invaded, they saw park land like areas and assumed it was 
the natural land. What they didn't know was that these areas where created 
from the fire. Once these areas started growing back, they began to implement 
their land management practices, which failed due to the differences in land 
and the dense forestation. 

These Land management practices are neglected almost all over the country. 
But in light of the terrible bush fires, the importance of these traditional 
practices are becoming more and more evident people all around Australia.. 
The severe impacts of this bush fire season could have been drastically  
avoided if we had listened to Aboriginal people who know this Land and 
Country better than our government.  



So why is it Important?

Aboriginal People have been on this land for thousands of years, they know they 
land and how to take care of it properly. Integrating methods from other places 
around the world will not be effective  

Working together with Aboriginal people in order to prevent the catastrophic fires 
of last summer. 

In order to reverse the effects of climate change and issues such as The Great 
Barrier reef, we must adapt in order to prevent further damage. Key point: 
sustainability! 



In order to reach positive 
developments in our 
environment we must 
mend the relationship 
between Indigenous, non-
Indigenous people and the 
government in order reach 
reconciliation. We must all 
work together and 
collaborate with respect 
and genuine passion and 
care.  


