
Rationale 
 
Boniface VIII, by Dario Fo is a comedic piece about a hypocritical and disgusting pope who exposes his true 
intentions and desires throughout the piece. Dario Fo intended this piece to be a comment and contrast between 
the poverty preached by Jesus and the luxurious life conducted by the pope. I chose to do this piece as a few 
years ago a Year 12 student performed it and I fell completely in love with it. I used to run around the Drama 
space like a crazy person pretending to be him.  
 
This piece resonated with me as I knew I always wanted to do something with my Italian background in it, this 
comes through with the Italian pope, the Italian playwright and the Italian accent.  
 
Throughout working on my character, I have used Stanislavsky’s the magic ‘what if’ in order to get a deeper 
understanding of my character. I have also incorporated Laban’s movement ‘wring’ in order to portray the evil 
side of the character.  
 
Throughout the piece we see Boniface VIII’s character slowly showing his contradicting, and evil character. I 
try to portray this through really establishing a contrast between the times where he is speaking to his acolytes 
versus when he is talking to Jesus. I rely heavily on physicality, mime and voice throughout the piece. While 
he speaks to his acolytes, he speaks with power and assertiveness, whereas when he starts speaking to Jesus, I 
change my physicality in order to make him seem smaller and his voice pitch becomes higher. This 
juxtaposition allows me to portray both his evil and two-faced character. 
 
Overall, I attempt to evoke comedic relief though the jokes embedded throughout the piece, in order to contrast 
and juxtapose the hypocrisy and seriousness of the topics Dario Fo is trying to represent. I do this in order to 
show how the church has tried to cover mistakes and excess.  
 
Dario Fo predominately relies on physicality which is why I have decided to not use props or costume. I wear 
completely white clothing in order to stand out against the dark ground and background. White is the symbol 
of light and purity. It speaks of youth, happiness, the harvest, hospitality, love and benevolence. However, it 
can also symbolise degradation or cowardice. Thus, highlighting Boniface’s juxtaposing, hypocritical 
character, as Dario Fo attempts to do.  
 
I have loved working on this performance however, I sometimes find it challenging to maintain the accent and 
physicality.  
 
 
 
 
 


