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For my Individual Project, I have chosen costume design for the play Tartuffe, a French play written 
in 1664 by Jean Baptiste Poquelin better known as Moliere. I was drawn to a historical play rather a 
more contemporary one. I wanted the period costumes to reflect the societal differences and 
universal themes which permeate into modern times, such as hypocrisy and deception.  
 
Through researching the play, I found that Moliere wrote Tartuffe in order to critique his era and the 
society of his time. The play represents an investigation into religion, hypocrisy and the uncovering 
of truth. I decided that it would be set in its original time period of the 17th century to show the 
historical societal differences and the contrast between the classes. Costumes of this era were more 
complex, layered and larger than modern clothing and reflected the distinct class variations. As this 
play is a satirical comedy I designed the women’s dresses specifically to be comedically oversized to 
convey this.  Men’s garments are also layered and somewhat larger. 
 
I also considered what each character represented in the play and decided that each would have an 
object that they carried or wore to symbolise their role for my production vision. Through each 
character’s motif it becomes clear to the audience what their purpose and meaning is in the play.  
When creating the design concept, I considered many quotes from the characters which referred to 
others’ personalities and costume references. This helped me to grasp an idea of what they would 
wear and what their symbolic object would be.  
 
In creating the concept of the play, I also considered the target audience and choice of theatre. This 
would be shown as part of the Sydney Theatre Company’s repertoire in an attempt to target an 
audience of an affluent, middle class demographic, similar to the majority of the characters in the 
play. My aim is to reflect the characters back to the audience so that they may be confronted and 
consider the societal issues presented in the play. I would hope that they could reflect upon the 
hypocrisy of choices, decisions and power imbalances.  I decided to set the play in a traditional 
theatre such as the Drama Theatre of the Sydney Opera House to complement the traditional 
historical costumes which can fill the stage.  
 
 
  


