
My individual performance is an adaptation of Suzie Miller’s Prima Facie. After my 
experimentation with different dramatic fields in previous years, I found performance to be my 
strength. Specifically playing feisty characters, hence the appeal of Miller's character Tessa 
Ensler. I also sought to find a piece with political and contemporary relevance. The strong 
feminist message behind the piece initially drew me to it. It unpacks confronting themes of 
prejudice that exist within our patriarchal justice system.  
 
I wanted to create a balance between both comedy and tragedy which is effortlessly done in 
Suzie Miller’s writing. The audience witnesses a seemingly composed character completely 
break down. I fell in love with Miller’s writing after seeing Prima Facie performed at the Griffin 
theatre. My development of the character has included research into her profession as well as 
assigning her specific goals and motivations. I have used Stanislavski techniques, such as 
unpacking her given circumstances and using the Magic If in each scene. In terms of 
physicality, I have developed this using Laban’s Eight Efforts and understanding her internal 
impulses. The repetition of the moment "look to the person on your left, look to the person on 
your right" is used to recontextualise the opening moment into a powerful outlook on reality, 
being that one in three women are sexually assaulted.  
 
The original play runs for around 90 minutes and is a solo show. I have extracted sections and 
condensed the play into an 8 minute performance, leaving in the notable dramatic features. I 
employed Miller’s episodic structure in order to comment on the regimented judicial system, the 
focal idea of the piece.  
 
My intention in performing this piece is not only to engage the audience through the character’s 
journey but also to challenge the audience with this raw exploration of misogyny and sexual 
assault. I force them to reconsider elements of society that would otherwise go unnoticed and 
unquestioned.  
 
 
 
 
 
 


