
 

Rationale 
 
 
Theatre Criticism is my passion. I chose plays with varying styles and audience appeal to 
extend my observational and analytical skills. This was a challenge as my chosen plays were all 
performed in different theatres, from the intimate shape of the Griffin Theatre, as opposed to the 
cavernous spaces of the Roslyn Packer Theatre and the Opera House Drama Theatre, which 
affected directorial decisions, acting choices and technical aspects of theatre production. My 
final chosen play I viewed not in a theatre but in my own lounge room, which was a very 
different experience than what it would have been, had I attended a live performance. Hats off, 
COVID-19. 
 
In writing my reviews, I carefully examined the elements of drama and the elements of 
production, including set, sound and costume design.  
 
First Love is the Revolution is a romantic tale about a human boy and a fox girl, and I was 
curious as to how Griffin Theatre Company would produce it, as it is certainly an odd subject 
matter. 
 
Cosi, for me, was an obvious choice. As a Mozart fan, the idea of writing academically about a 
play surrounding his work was exciting, and I also enjoy the ‘play within a play’ trope. 
 
When it came to viewing and reviewing Beauty Queen of Leenane, I was excited as it is such a 
highly regarded play.  
 
My viewing of Things I Know to Be True was rather different to any other plays I’ve seen. Due to 
the outbreak of COVID-19, Australian theatres have closed and it is uncertain when they may 
reopen. Viewing this play through video meant my perception of the play was controlled by 
camera placement, thus I was not able to gauge audience reaction, the production in its entirety 
nor the size of the theatre. Nonetheless, it was a new experience. 
 
I feel that my Portfolio of Theatre Criticism achieves my aim of effectively offering both my 
personal and critical opinions of these chosen plays. 



 

 


