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INTRODUCTION 
 
Italy is notorious for its unique culture, cuisine, history and landmarks which have 

undoubtably had a significant influence on the western world. It is for these reasons 

that Italy attracts masses of tourists each year, but it is due to its geographical 

location which sees the country as a gateway to Europe for many immigrants from 

neighbouring countries. This report investigates the nature and impacts of temporary 

and more permanent forms of population movement in Italy. A range of different 

primary and secondary sources are utilised to explore tourism, migration, 

immigration to Italy and emigration from Italy, in order to address the various 

enquires of this report.  

 

Scope 

The scope of this research is vast. Italy has a population of over 60 million people 

and large volumes of migration. The sample sizes of this investigation are relatively 

small, however, they were selected to provide data that was representative of the 

population. Four individuals were interviewed who had experiences of living in Italy, 

three of which had experiences of leaving the country. One individual lives in 

Bologna, Italy, and provides a first-hand view of the current living conditions as well 

as the political and economic situation. Questionnaires were conducted with both 

students and teachers who have also had experiences of visiting or living in Italy. 

Secondary sources such as media articles, websites and report analyses document 

historic events. They also represent Italy’s unique experiences of tourism, 

immigration and emigration throughout history. 
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Location 

Italy is a country located in the south-central part of Europe1 which consists of a 

peninsula marked by the Alps and stretches deep into the Mediterranean Sea. The 

country, often described as a boot-shape, borders many surrounding seas but at the 

north it borders France, Switzerland, Austria, and Slovenia. It is home to over 60.44 

million people and hosts around 491,0002 undocumented migrants as well as 10% of 

the population having a background of immigration. Some Italian citizens have 

immigrated to Australia, lying between the Indian and Pacific oceans in the Southern 

Hemisphere. Just over 25.5 million people call Australia home with over 1 million 

people having Italian heritage3.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
1 Italy | Facts, Geography, & History. (2020). Retrieved 9 July 2020, from https://ww.britannica.com/place/Italy 
2 Immigration to Italy. (2020). Retrieved 9 July 2020, from https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Immigration_to_Italy  
3 Italian Historical Society. (2018). FACT SHEET STATISTICS ON ITALIANS IN AUSTRALIA [PDF]. Melbourne. Retrieved from 
http://www.multiculturalaustralia.edu.au/doc/Stats_Italians_Australia.pdf  

 

Foreign residents of Italy as a percentage 
of the population (FIGURE 2) 

World map of Italy and Australia (FIGURE 1) 

Percentage of people with Italian 
ancestry in Australia (FIGURE 3) 

https://www.britannica.com/place/Italy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Immigration_to_Italy
http://www.multiculturalaustralia.edu.au/doc/Stats_Italians_Australia.pdf
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INQUIRIES AND HYPOTHESES  
 

 

INQUIRIES HYPOTHESES  

1. Explain the nature of population 
movement to and from Italy 

Due to the 2 Italian diasporas after the 
unification of Italy and after the Second 
World War, people began to emigrate to 
Australia, America and to places in South 
America such as Argentina. People may 
move due to the lack of jobs, possibilities, 
for a better education and hopes of a 
better life. Chinese people may move to 
Italy in order to buy or invest in properties 
and create businesses. The recent rise of 
Coronavirus could have particularly 
impacted Italy’s booming tourism. Italian 
people could migrate from the south of 
Italy to north as a result of the divide and 
the economic gap. 

2. Discuss the impacts of 
population movement to and 
from Italy 

Population movement has caused a loss 
of cultural and political instability as right 
winged nationalists don’t want people 
coming in and taking their jobs etc. Local 
industries have been affected and Italians 
think that their culture and businesses are 
dying. The mass influx of tourists causes 
environmental impacts for example the 
cruise ships in Venice. 

3. Evaluate responses by 
individuals, groups and 
governments to population 
movement in Italy 

Some locals want immigrants out as they 
are destroying businesses and causing 
the ‘Italian culture’ to be lost while Italians 
living abroad are glad that they have left 
but are more open to immigrants in Italy. 
The right-winged government in Italy 
would also agree with this and would be 
for the prevention of immigrants to keep 
Italy’s culture and history rich without the 
addition of immigrants. However, some 
political groups would be encouraging 
immigrants to come to help the economy 
and  add to other aspects of life. Most 
businesses would also be against 
immigrants coming as it could create 
competition within their market. In 
particular, with the recent events of 
Coronavirus in Italy, some Italians may 
blame the Chinese population. 
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METHODOLOGY 
 
Inquiry 1: Explain the nature of population movement to and from Italy 

Inquiry 2: Discuss the impacts of population movement to and from Italy 

Inquiry 3: Evaluate responses by individuals, groups and governments to population 

movement in Italy 

 
Primary Sources 
 
Source What + Why Who Where + When 

1 A questionnaire consisting of 17 
questions produced through Google 
Forms inquired about their knowledge 
of population movement in Italy. 
Respondents were required to share 
their opinions particularly in relation to 
travelling to Italy and if the recent 
events of Coronavirus will impact their 
thoughts on travelling to Italy in the 
future. 

- Explain the nature of 
population movement to and 
from Italy 

- Discuss the impacts of 
population movement to and 
from Italy 

- Evaluate responses by 
individuals, groups and 
governments to population 
movement in Italy 

The questionnaire was 
targeted to High school 
students. It received 20 
responses, all of whom 
were from high school. 

The questionnaire was 
sent to students from 
years 7-12 from the 
International Grammar 
School located in 
Ultimo, Sydney. It was 
sent by Mr. Fedele on 
the 4th of May and 
responses were 
capped on the 15th of 
May. 

2 A questionnaire consisting of 27 
questions produced through Google 
Forms where respondents will be 
asked a variety of questions regarding 
their opinion of whether population 
movement impacted their life in Italy 
and how they noticed the population 
demographic change over time. They 
will be asked how they thought society 
was changed as a result of population 
movement. 

- Explain the nature of 
population movement to and 
from Italy 

- Discuss the impacts of 
population movement to and 
from Italy 

- Evaluate responses by 
individuals, groups and 
governments to population 
movement in Italy 

The questionnaire was 
targeted to specific 
teachers who have 
either lived or travelled 
to Italy. It received 7 
responses, all of whom 
were between ages of 
30-59 and had all 
spend a minimum of 2 
weeks in Italy.  

The questionnaire was 
sent to teachers from 
the International 
Grammar School 
located in Ultimo, 
Sydney. It was sent by 
Mr. Fedele on the 4th of 
May and responses 
were capped on the 
15th of May. 

 
 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1iljkqj0uR_XuyW4v0nNb1np_I9Cx8lC-LSAgV9ILRJ0/edit?no_redirect=true
https://docs.google.com/forms/u/1/d/1ktjg0k9X9g2zC8bYiBMINxn8WZlyUwRtXwWNpgSpi04/edit
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Source What + Why Who Where + When 

3 An interview consisting of 22 questions 
relating to the responses of the 
government in Italy in relation to 
tourism and immigration as well as the 
precautions the government has taken 
with the recent events of Coronavirus. 
The interviewee was also asked to 
provide a recount as to what life was 
like in Italy and the differences to 
Australia as well as describing their 
personal experiences in the 2 
countries. 

- Explain the nature of 
population movement to and 
from Italy 

- Discuss the impacts of 
population movement to and 
from Italy 

- Evaluate responses by 
individuals, groups and 
governments to population 
movement in Italy 

The interview was 
conducted with Vittoria 
Pasquini, an Italian 
woman who has now 
been living in Australia 
for over 30 years. 

The interview was 
conducted via Zoom on 
the 9th of May after I 
approached her on the 
7th of May. 

4 An interview consisting of 23 questions 
inquiring about any changes in society 
as a result of population movement as 
well as recounting whether tourism, 
immigration and migration has caused 
any difference to society. The 
interviewee was asked whether they 
have noticed if tourism has affected the 
land in a way that disrupts the 
community and if businesses and local 
infrastructure have been affected by 
people coming to Italy. 

- Explain the nature of 
population movement to and 
from Italy 

- Discuss the impacts of 
population movement to and 
from Italy 

- Evaluate responses by 
individuals, groups and 
governments to population 
movement in Italy 

The interview was 
conducted with Sabrina 
Casu, an Italian woman 
who now lives and 
works in Australia at 
the International 
Grammar School. 

The interview was 
conducted via Zoom on 
the 10th of May after I 
approached her on the 
7th of May. 

5 An interview consisting of 14 questions 
asking why the interviewee came to 
Australia as well as going to and 
leaving Italy. The interviewee was 
asked to provide an insight on what life 
was like living in the country. 

- Explain the nature of 
population movement to and 
from Italy 

- Discuss the impacts of 
population movement to and 
from Italy 

- Evaluate responses by 
individuals, groups and 
governments to population 
movement in Italy 

 

The interview was 
conducted with Maria 
Lachevre, a migrant 
who moved to Australia 
from Italy in 1958 in 
hopes of escaping the 
war-torn country and 
seeking a better life. 
Her family fled from 
Egypt and they 
eventually moved to 
Italy however this was 
only temporary as her 
family waited for 
access to migrate to 
either Australia or 
America. 

The interview was 
conducted via Zoom on 
the 11th of May after I 
approached her the 7th 
of May. 

https://drive.google.com/drive/u/1/folders/1YLt8v4nei5rQdaIiS6UNOr4e36kf7p9F
https://drive.google.com/drive/u/1/folders/1gHZ9CcN6PFVqEZkrvRUGhYr0vPA5A3c6
https://drive.google.com/drive/u/1/folders/1wkX8bR201qdqBcpfev6xjNK2Hof56n74
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Secondary Sources 

 

Source What + Why Who Where + When 

6 An interview consisting of 21 questions  
relating to the responses to immigration 
and tourism in Italy and why the 
government takes this stance. The 
interviewee was also asked to explain 
their views on the politics in Italy and 
what approach is needed. The topic of 
Coronavirus was also discussed, while 
the person was in lockdown and the 
interviewee was asked about their 
thoughts on the responses of the 
government as well as individuals and 
groups and what measures have been 
taken to combat this in relation to 
tourism and immigration. 

- Explain the nature of 
population movement to and 
from Italy 

- Discuss the impacts of 
population movement to and 
from Italy 

- Evaluate responses by 
individuals, groups and 
governments to population 
movement in Italy 

The interview was 
conducted with Dalila 
Ansalone, a 26year old 
woman living in 
Bologna, Italy. 

The interview was 
conducted via Zoom on 
the 12th of May after I 
approached her on the 
7th of May. 

Source What  Why Where  

7 Website: 
(links provided below as well as in 
summary and bibliography) 
 

- The Italian Diaspora – Pilot 
Guides 

 

Use website discussing 
the causes of the 
Italian Diaspora which 
saw masses of people 
move out of Italy in 
order to explain the 
nature of population 
movement to and from 
Italy. 
 

The background 
information on the 
Italian Diasporas were 
found on Pilot Guides, 
an informative travel 
website.  

8 Media article: 
(links provided below as well as in 
summary and bibliography) 
 

- North-South Divide in Italy: A 
Problem for Europe, Too – The 
New York Times 

 

Use media article to 
reference the economic 
divide between 
Northern and Southern 
Italy to explain the 
nature of population 
movement to and from 
Italy.  
 

The article was 
selected from a 
reputable and reliable 
source known for its 
“thoroughness”, The 
New York Times. 

9 Report: 
(links provided below as well as in 
summary and bibliography) 
 

- Chinese Migration to the New 
Europe: The Case of Prato – 
Chinese Migration to Europe 

 

Use report providing 
information and reason 
regarding Chinese 
migration to Italy in 
order to  discuss the 
impacts of population 
movement to and from 
Italy. 

The report was sourced 
on a scholarly page 
where Chinese 
Migration to Europe 
was found. 

https://drive.google.com/drive/u/1/folders/1V89f_WXZKwO0QsczmqQNj8aDu8XI9Oha
https://www.pilotguides.com/study-guides/the-italian-diaspora/
https://www.nytimes.com/1996/11/15/world/north-south-divide-in-italy-a-problem-for-europe-too.html
https://www.nytimes.com/1996/11/15/world/north-south-divide-in-italy-a-problem-for-europe-too.html
/Users/jamisonpower/Downloads/Chinese_migration_to_Europe._Prato_Italy.pdf
/Users/jamisonpower/Downloads/Chinese_migration_to_Europe._Prato_Italy.pdf
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Source What  Why Where  

10 Report: 
(links provided below as well as in 
summary and bibliography) 
 

- Tourism in Italy: benefits, 
responsibilities and problems – 
Merate Online 

 

Use report to discuss 
the benefits, impacts 
and responses of 
tourism in Italy to 
discuss the impacts of 
population movement 
to and from Italy. 
  

The report was found 
on Merate Online, an 
Italian forum and 
website for local and 
global news. 

11 Media article: 
(links provided below as well as in 
summary and bibliography) 
 

- When politicians turn 
immigration into a ‘crisis,’ they 
hurt their own people – The 
Conversation 

 

Use media article 
focusing on 
immigration in the 
southern parts of Italy, 
primarily in the island of 
Sicily which is situated 
near to northern Africa 
to evaluate responses 
by individuals, groups 
and governments to 
population movement 
in Italy. 

The media article was 
found on a reliable and 
reputable source, The 
Conversation. 

12 Website: 
(links provided below as well as in 
summary and bibliography) 
 

- Overtourism in Venice – 
Responsible Travel 

Use website discussing 
the impacts that 
tourism is having on 
the city of Venice in 
order to evaluate 
responses by 
individuals, groups and 
governments to 
population movement 
in Italy. 
  

The information 
regarding the problem 
of over tourism in 
Venice was located on 
an informative travel 
website, Responsible 
Travel. 

https://www.merateonline.it/public/pub_immagini/2014/Gennaio/elaborato_Vigano.pdf
https://www.merateonline.it/public/pub_immagini/2014/Gennaio/elaborato_Vigano.pdf
https://theconversation.com/when-politicians-turn-immigration-into-a-crisis-they-hurt-their-own-people-128965
https://theconversation.com/when-politicians-turn-immigration-into-a-crisis-they-hurt-their-own-people-128965
https://theconversation.com/when-politicians-turn-immigration-into-a-crisis-they-hurt-their-own-people-128965
https://www.responsibletravel.com/copy/overtourism-in-venice
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RESEARCH FINDINGS 
 

Inquiry 1 – Explain the nature of population movement to 
and from Italy 
 
The Diaspora & Italians abroad 
 
Research found that the population movement both to and from Italy is the result of 

numerous factors including tourism, immigration, migration as well as historical world 

events. Relevant primary and secondary research was conducted in the forms of 

interviews and questionnaires as well as media article and website analysis which 

collected both qualitative and quantitative data in order to address the inquiry 

question. 

 

The first wave of population movement was seen during the Italian Diaspora which 

can be divided into three main stages4. The first stage began during the unification of 

Italy during 1860-1900 where poverty plagued the country, especially in the southern 

parts where conditions were significantly harsher and the availability of land was 

scarce. The overpopulation in Southern Italy saw a demographic boom which forced 

new generations to emigrate (refer to FIGURE 4).  

 

The second stage occurred during the first half of the 20th century, in the aftermath of 

the First World War. During the period of 1901-1915, Italy documented that over 8 

million citizens had left the country and settled permanently elsewhere (refer to 

FIGURE 5).  

 
4 The Italian Diaspora - Pilot Guides - Travel, Explore, Learn. (2020). Retrieved 10 May 2020, from 
https://www.pilotguides.com/study-guides/the-italian-diaspora/ 

 

https://www.pilotguides.com/study-guides/the-italian-diaspora/
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Once again, the country experienced widespread poverty which resulted in the 

eventual rise of Fascism amid the country’s political instability, coupled with the 

outbreak of the Second World War.  This third stage of the Italian Diaspora saw 

much of the population embittered and caused millions to seek new and better lives 

elsewhere. In the wake of these three periods, the country estimated that by 1980, 

around 25 million Italians were residing outside of Italy.  

 

In the aftermath of World War II, Maria Lachevre, who had fled from Cairo in 1957, 

was living in Italy for around 6 months before her and her family sought a better life 

in Australia. They were Italian citizens therefore they needed to return from Egypt to 

Italy in order to receive Visas to permanently live in Australia. For her and her family, 

Italy was a temporary stay where they remained in the migrant hostel in Rome. It 

was due to their citizenship in Italy that they were recognised as citizens by the state, 

unlike many immigrants who arrive in similar situations. Maria recounted that “there 

were many people coming to Australia of course but a lot of them were going 

Estimates of number of emigrants from 1876-1900 and 1901-1915 (FIGURE 4&5)  
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elsewhere”. Australia was just one destination for many Italians during the diaspora 

and over the years many decided to emigrate to both North and South America as 

well as neighbouring countries in Europe. Both Brazil and Argentina have over 50 

million people with Italian ancestry dating back to emigration during the Italian 

Diaspora (refer to FIGURE 6). 

 

The survey targeted at teachers working at the International Grammar School found 

that over 70% of recipients thought that 5-16% of Australians have Italian heritage 

(appendix 21) where in fact as per the 2016 census, 4.6%5 of the population claim to 

have heritage originating from Italy.  

 

 

 

 
5 Italian Australians. (2020). Retrieved 16 July 2020, from https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Italian_Australians  

 

People with Italian ancestry by country from the Italian Diaspora (FIGURE 6) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Italian_Australians
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Economic and political factors 
 
100% of respondents of the survey aimed at teachers working at the International 

Grammar School said that the most important factor driving Italians to migrate was 

economic reasons, while 14% thought that political circumstances was also a 

contributing factor (appendix 22). Interview conducted with Sabrina Casu, an Italian 

woman now living and working in Australia said that “economic reasons (were) the 

main reason (for leaving)” (appendix 43) as she was not happy with her job. She also 

mentions how the corruption and the political instability made her feel “very angry 

and disappointed” which eventually made her seek a change in lifestyle, leading her 

to move to Australia.  

 

In the interview with Vittoria Pasquini, an Italian woman who arrived in Australia in 

1983, said “ the political situation was quite difficult and a lot of dreams that we had 

of changing the society and doing something different had basically vanished” 

(appendix 42). During the late 60’s, there was a political upheaval in not only Italy but 

also in the United States, France and Germany where university students were 

asking for a reform. Soon after, rebellion, strikes and rallies started and by the 

beginning of 1969, the protests became more extreme. The insurgent of the Red 

Brigades, which were a communist terror group6, who killed protestors, eventually 

defeated the movement, leading Vittoria and her husband at the time to “change air 

and change scenario”.  

 

 

 
6 Victor H. Sundquist. (2010). Political Terrorism: An Historical Case Study of the Italian Red Brigades [PDF] (3rd vol.). 
Retrieved from https://www.jstor.org/stable/26463145?seq=1#metadata_info_tab_contents  

 

https://www.jstor.org/stable/26463145?seq=1#metadata_info_tab_contents
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Dalila Ansalone, an Italian woman living in Bologna says that “all the people that 

leave Italy, leave it because they think they don’t have a future here” which she 

declares is the “very defeat of the state… (to have) your people not seeing a future in 

your country”. This points to both economic and political reasons being the primary 

factors to people emigrating from Italy. There seems to be an inaction of the way the 

country is run which sees less opportunities for young people, and a struggle to build 

a successful and fulfilling future. When asked if she would ever consider leaving the 

Italy she admits her love for the country while also confessing that “if I think about my 

future I think that growing my future here in Italy will be very difficult” (appendix 45).  

 

The ‘Mezzogiorno’ 
 
The divide between the northern and southern parts of Italy has been something that 

has puzzled politicians, historians and economists however this divide sees far less 

opportunities for not only the youth in the southern parts of the country, but for a 

large portion of the population. Italy has a youth unemployment rate of 23.5% (refer 

to FIGURE 7) as of May 2020, one of the lowest in the past decade.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Italy’s youth unemployment rate over the past decade (FIGURE 7) 
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In 2014, it was 43.5%7, whereas in Sicily the youth unemployment rate as of 2019 is 

51.1% in the region alone. The first nine regions with the highest unemployment rate 

are all a part of the south of Italy (refer to FIGURE 8), a place defined by poverty, 

unemployment and the mafia. This unemployment disparity (refer to FIGURE 9) 

between the north and the south sees “an exodus of people looking for a new life in 

the north or beyond”8. Due to close proximity to Northern Africa, the southern parts 

of Italy receive mass numbers of immigrants which can be also linked to numerous 

local mafias in the different regions, attributing to the disparities in the Mezzogiorno. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
7 Italy Youth Unemployment Rate | 1983-2020 Data | 2021-2022 Forecast | Historical. Retrieved 16 July 2020, from 
https://tradingeconomics.com/italy/youth-unemployment-rate  
8 Jobless young Italians abandon charms of south. (2018). Retrieved 16 July 2020, from https://www.bbc.com/news/world-
europe-44362071  

 

Italy’s youth unemployment rate 

by region 2019 (FIGURE 8) 

Italy’s unemployment rate 
2017 (FIGURE 9) 

https://tradingeconomics.com/italy/youth-unemployment-rate
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-44362071
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-44362071
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Immigration 
 
It is undeniably clear that due to the close proximity to Northern Africa, Italy acts as a 

gateway to the rest of Europe. For immigrants, the short journey to the South of Italy 

is not the final destination. When interviewing Vittoria Pasquini, she said “They (the 

immigrants) just landed in the south because it is the closest part where they can 

land but also the south of Italy has shown to be much more generous than the north 

of Italy” (appendix 42). That is due to the different political parties in power in the 

north compared to the south, who do not want to take immigrants in.  

 

Dalila Ansalone says it is a very big problem in Italy as “the government, in my 

opinion, hasn’t dealt with the problem in the right way”. The Italian government and 

the European Union acts as if Italy is a safe haven, therefore they take all the 

immigrants in. In reality, the country is not well enough equipped for such large 

numbers of immigrants arriving as they seek to rebuild their lives. Dalila says that 

“We (Italy) are a kind of prison for them” (appendix 45) due to the state of the 

economy which cannot cope with new immigrants coming in as they are required to 

stay within the societal confinements where they are unable to learn the Italian way 

of life.  She further states that Italy is in fact not the desired destination for the 

arriving immigrants as “…they say Germany, France, they say United Kingdom. 

They don’t want to stay here but they have to cross Italy to go there.” (appendix 45)  
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Italy has the third highest immigrant population in Europe following Germany and the 

United Kingdom. A figure of 10% of the Italian population has a background of 

immigration however this does not account for the illegal immigrants. As of May,2020 

The Times estimated the number to be well over 600,0009, after Italy gave more than 

half a million permits to illegal immigrants to stay and work in the country. A figure of 

57.5%10 reside in the northern regions. More specifically 14% (refer to FIGURE 10) 

of the population of Lombardy is comprised of foreign residents. The north is more 

desirable due to greater job opportunities and a better hope of rebuilding their lives. 

Furthermore, aligning with the statements of Vittoria Pasquini and Dalila Ansalone, 

the northern regions such as Lombardy, Emilia-Romagna, Piedmont and Veneto are 

those closest to surrounding European countries like France and Germany.  

 

 
 

 

 
9 Kington, T. (2020). Italy to give 600,000 migrants the right to stay. Retrieved 18 July 2020, from 
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/italy-to-give-600-000-migrants-the-right-to-stay-
n3l8935bj?wgu=270525_54264_15950437509392_7a1d2470e3&wgexpiry=1602819750&utm_source=planit&utm_medium=aff
iliate&utm_content=22278  
10 Italy has third-largest migrant population in Europe: report. (2019). Retrieved 18 July 2020, from 
https://www.infomigrants.net/en/post/19852/italy-has-third-largest-migrant-population-in-europe-report 

Distribution of legal immigrants in Italy by region, as of May 2020 (FIGURE 10) 

https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/italy-to-give-600-000-migrants-the-right-to-stay-n3l8935bj?wgu=270525_54264_15950437509392_7a1d2470e3&wgexpiry=1602819750&utm_source=planit&utm_medium=affiliate&utm_content=22278
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/italy-to-give-600-000-migrants-the-right-to-stay-n3l8935bj?wgu=270525_54264_15950437509392_7a1d2470e3&wgexpiry=1602819750&utm_source=planit&utm_medium=affiliate&utm_content=22278
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/italy-to-give-600-000-migrants-the-right-to-stay-n3l8935bj?wgu=270525_54264_15950437509392_7a1d2470e3&wgexpiry=1602819750&utm_source=planit&utm_medium=affiliate&utm_content=22278
https://www.infomigrants.net/en/post/19852/italy-has-third-largest-migrant-population-in-europe-report
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Tourism 
 
Italy is the fifth most visited country in the world and the third most in Europe, where 

it received around 96.2 million tourists in 201911. Rome, Venice, Florence and Milan 

were the most visited Italian cities which recorded the most overnight stays. Being 

major cities and chief towns of their regions, they would consequently seem to 

receive the highest numbers. These cities in particular all offer something different in 

terms of culture or history, leading such masses of people to be attracted to them. 

From the survey conducted with students at the International Grammar School, 65% 

(appendix 5) said they had been to Italy before, where each were travelling for 

holiday purposes (appendix 8). Common responses for reasons to travel to Italy 

were for the culture, history, food, landmarks, and its beautiful scenery. Italy is 

globally unmatched when it comes to these factors as the country possesses 

extremely unique qualities.  

 

Vittoria Pasquini would call this influx of annual tourists “an overload” of tourism or 

“mass tourism” which she says is hard to control as this is now happening all over 

the globe (appendix 42). Italy’s main source of income is in tourism therefore it is 

important that Italy can manage these masses of people coming from all different 

parts of the globe. The most international tourists in 2019 came from Germany, 

around 16 million German tourists visited Italy12. France, and Switzerland also 

recorded significant figures with around 26 million tourists in total visiting the country 

(refer to FIGURE 11). 

 
11 Italy: international tourist arrivals 2015-2019 | Statista. (2020). Retrieved 18 July 2020, from 
https://www.statista.com/statistics/780963/inbound-tourist-arrivals-in-italy/  
12 Italy: inbound tourist arrivals by country 2019 | Statista. (2020). Retrieved 20 July 2020, from 
https://www.statista.com/statistics/755993/tourist-arrivals-by-country-in-italy/  

 

https://www.statista.com/statistics/780963/inbound-tourist-arrivals-in-italy/
https://www.statista.com/statistics/755993/tourist-arrivals-by-country-in-italy/
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Following the tourism slump before and during WWII, Italy returned to its normal 

ways. In the wake of the war the country experienced a major economic boom which 

saw living standards raised as well as the introduction of the Italian film industry in 

Hollywood, leading the country’s profile to be raised and stamping its place in the 

world as the depiction of the idyllic lifestyle. Hotels around the country, especially 

coastline resorts saw a significant increase in visitors, however, the economic crisis 

in the late 1970’s meant that there was once again a significant slump. Nevertheless, 

Italy’s tourism returned to popularity with cities like Milan and Venice becoming more 

and more popular destinations, primarily due to the fact that Milan was establishing 

its position as the fashion capital of the world during the late 1980’s and nearby 

Venice for its unique beauty. 

 

Number of international tourist arrivals in 2019 by country (FIGURE 11) 
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Inquiry 2 – Discuss the impacts of population movement to 
and from Italy 
 
 

Diaspora and Italians abroad 
 
 
Italians who have emigrated during the diaspora have settled all over the world, 

some choosing to go to other parts of Europe, such as Germany, France and the 

United Kingdom. Some chose to relocate to both North and South America, primarily 

Brazil and Argentina, while some also decided to emigrate to Australia.  A figure of 

71.4% of teachers surveyed said they would ‘strongly agree’ to the statement that 

‘immigration from Italy has had a positive impact on Australia’ while the remaining 

28.6% (appendix 23) said that they would ‘agree’. This is the result of Italians 

bringing their own culture to countries abroad therefore influencing the way of life in 

masses. Survey respondents said “it has enriched the country” as they have brought 

their knowledge, skills, expertise as well as bringing many cultural positives such as 

food and fashion. 

 

Sabrina Casu says that she “hopes” and “thinks” that the arrival of Italians in 

Australia, more specifically herself, has had a positive impact on Australian society. 

“I hope to bring knowledge, expertise, skills, motivation, desire” she says, all of which 

were ‘unappreciated’ in Italy. She says that through working in Australia she feels 

extremely ‘appreciated’ for what she does, therefore the working life is more 

rewarding in Australia compared to Italy, leading workers to work harder, therefore 

having a positive impact on society. 
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Italian Australians constitute the third largest ethnic group as well as Italian being the 

third most spoken language in the country13. Many successful Italians have left their 

mark on Australian society making various contributions in numerous fields. Many 

well-known actors including Anthony LaPaglia as well as journalists and politicians 

such as Anthony Albanese have succeeded in their own fields.  

 

Through the arrival of Italians in Australia and in countries all around the world, many 

various aspects of life have been heavily influenced and impacted. The cuisine, the 

fashion, sports, entertainment and culture have all undeniably altered the standard 

life for the better as well as the hardworking Italian nature having positive impacts on 

the economy.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
13 Reed, E. (2020). The Italian influence on Australian culture. Retrieved 24 July 2020, from https://bestinau.com.au/italian-
influence-on-australian-culture/  

Australian and Italian flag 

https://bestinau.com.au/italian-influence-on-australian-culture/
https://bestinau.com.au/italian-influence-on-australian-culture/
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Immigration 
 
Immigration has seen large numbers of people seeking better lives arrive in Italy, 

especially from the northern parts of Africa. Due to its close proximity, the south of 

Italy acts as a ‘gateway’ to the rest of Europe whereby the majority of immigrants are 

seen to arrive in Italy, with hopes to settle in other locations in Europe.  

 

Dalila Ansalone says that as a result of Italy being unable to support the immigrants, 

specifically in her city of Bologna, “they are doing illegal things” and breaking the law 

(appendix 45). She says that they commit robberies around the city and cause havoc 

at night time and promote a ‘gang culture’ which impacts the safety of the locals 

going about their daily or nightly life.  This stems from issues relating to the security 

in the city, driven by government inaction. Sabrina Casu also says that “Sardegna, 

Sicily and the south, I think they were the regions, probably the most affected 

regions in a negative sense” due to their close proximity to Africa. She further 

mentions and references how there are less opportunities in the south of Italy, 

leading the immigrants who do not know what to do, to commit crimes and 

participate in illegal activity.  

 

The south, also infamously popularised by ‘the Mafia’, has seen African gangs and 

Mafias running operations in small towns, causing locals to flee the cities and 

continue their lives elsewhere.  A prime example of this is Castel Volturno, located 

between Naples and Rome,  which is an ancient town now abandoned by the state 

and currently home to the European headquarters of the Nigerian Mafia14. Half of the 

 
14 'You can't tell people a place like this exists in Italy. No-one would believe it'. (2020). Retrieved 24 July 2020, from 
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-03-17/castel-volturno-is-headquarters-for-nigerian-mafia-in-italy/12033684  

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-03-17/castel-volturno-is-headquarters-for-nigerian-mafia-in-italy/12033684
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50,000 population are African, mostly undocumented, meaning that they become 

easy prey for the Nigerian Mafia bosses. The turf wars with the old mafia mob and 

the Nigerians causes gunfire and bloodbaths, however the mob have learnt there are 

also some benefits of working together with the Nigerians.  

 

 

From the teacher survey, one respondent said that “the massive presence of people 

from different nationalities” is forcing and teaching Italians to be more tolerant and 

“respect cultural diversity”, however, there is a “long way yet to go” (appendix 36). 

This suggests that perhaps some Italians are frustrated with the lack of control of 

immigration leading locals to be unaccepting of immigrants. Dalila Ansalone says 

that Italian culture can coexist with the inclusion of others, however, it is important for 

there to be measures in place to not “damage” the true nature and history of Italy’s 

rich way of life (appendix 45). 

 

Chinese migration to Italy has seen rapid growth over the past 10 years where in fact 

at least 321,000 Chinese citizens currently live in the country. This however does not 

Coastal city of Castel Volturno 
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account for people who are Italian-born with Chinese descent or Chinese people 

who have acquired Italian citizenship. The city of Prato, just outside of Florence, has 

the largest concentration of Chinese people in the whole of Europe and is also 

renowned for the speed at which this population has developed. In the year 2000, 

Prato recorded just over 4,000 China-born residents however as of 2013, there were 

over 16,00015. A recent report from the European Union estimates the true 

population of Chinese in Prato to be between 30,000 and 40,000 (appendix 48), 

signifying significant and rapid growth. Due to this large multicultural population, the 

city has been transformed into a ‘mostly uneasy’ society ‘with a growing community 

of locally born, second-generation migrants who are challenging the dominant 

discourses of Italian – and European – identity and culture’ (appendix 48). Italy, like 

many of the states in the EU, have used citizenship like a tool to ‘limit’ immigration 

rather than ‘encourage’ integration. The ‘Fortress Europe Policy’ is the way that 

“Europe controls its boarders and detains immigrants”16, and it  has a particularly 

negative approach towards immigration. The city of Prato acts as a test for the 

challenges of global integration, immigration and mobility of modern societies 

accepting immigrant populations. The history of Chinese migration to Europe 

reinforces the negative attitude that European citizens might have. In particular, with 

current global politics referring to the country as a ‘global superpower’ and the 

reference to ‘the rise of China’, make citizens often fearful and apprehensive, as the 

perception of Chinese domination creates a major economic and social issue  and 

concern for countries like Italy. 

 
 

 
15 Baldassar, L. (2018). Chinese Migration to Europe (pp. 1-4) 
16 Moving People Changing Places - Fortress Europe. (2020). Retrieved 1 August 2020, from 
https://www.movingpeoplechangingplaces.org/migration-histories/fortress-europe.html  

 

https://www.movingpeoplechangingplaces.org/migration-histories/fortress-europe.html


Jamison Power 
 

 
 

24 

Tourism 
 
Tourism to Italy has seen absurd amounts of people from all around the world, flood 

to the country. Tourism is an important factor for Italy’s economy as it brings both 

trade and money. Jobs are created as a result of tourism, benefiting the economy as 

the more jobs that are available, the more money the country makes. Infrastructure 

is also created such as highways, airports and the restoration of monuments, which 

can also prove to benefit the local people as well. The tourism and travel sector 

contributed 237.8 billion euros (refer to FIGURE 12) to the Gross Domestic Product 

(GDP) in 2019, proving it is one of the most important industries for the country’s 

economy as it amounts for 13.3% of Italy’s GDP. With the rate of what the average 

tourist spends on a visit to Italy on the rise (pre COVID 19), tourism furthermore 

proves its importance on the future of Italy’s economy.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Total contribution of travel and tourism to GDP in Italy from 2014 to 2029 in billion euros 
(FIGURE 12) 
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Tourism both helps and disadvantages the preservation of local customs and 

traditions. Tourists often travel to the country to witness the unique culture of the 

Italians therefore it encourages cities and regions to maintain their customs in order 

for people to come and witness or experience them first hand. It is the loss of 

traditional culture that Vittoria Pasquini is so worried about when she says “some 

cities have lost a bit of their original flavour because they became, a sort of like, a 

theatre of a stage” (appendix 42). The overcrowded cities can attract begging and 

thieves and especially near major tourist sites, it has been known to encourage the 

establishment of illegal tourist guides. These are often cheaper, therefore more 

tourists may choose these, however, these can also reduce many cultural traditions, 

such as festivals all over Italy or even simple tourist attractions, as they are 

considered occasions to earn more money.  

 

Venice, for example, is one of the top tourist destinations in the world which attracts 

around 30 million tourists a year17. It is known for its extremely unique and beautiful 

landscape as well as its fascinating history, however in the recent years, the city has 

struggled coping with such masses of tourists each year coupled with the disastrous 

floods. It is also a major port city which means it receives large numbers of cruise 

ships per year. This can and has had a devastating effect on the environment in 

Venice as they are ruining and degrading the integrity of the bottom of the lagoon 

which also puts the city in great danger for the future. The population of the main 

touristic area of Venice is just 53,000, and is declining by about 1,000 per year, with 

demographers predicting there will be no full-time residents by 2030. Residents are 

 
17 Warren, K. (2018). Disappointing photos show what Venice looks like in real life, from devastating floods to cruise ship 
accidents. Retrieved 26 July 2020, from https://www.businessinsider.com.au/disappointing-photos-show-venice-italy-
expectation-vs-reality-2018-12?r=US&IR=T  

https://www.businessinsider.com.au/disappointing-photos-show-venice-italy-expectation-vs-reality-2018-12?r=US&IR=T
https://www.businessinsider.com.au/disappointing-photos-show-venice-italy-expectation-vs-reality-2018-12?r=US&IR=T
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leaving as the city is “very chaotic” (appendix 45) and is losing its authentic culture, 

which Dalila Ansalone says “is very sad to see”.  A figure of 71.4% of respondents to 

the teacher survey strongly agree with the statement that ‘tourism causes many 

environmental impacts’, to which almost all of whom referred to Venice as a prime 

example of the damaging effects it has on the country. 

 

The environmental effects of tourism are also seen all over the country, as a 

considerable amount of pollution is created by airplanes and cars as well as the 

unprecedented construction of many new roads and highways which are tarnishing 

the Italian countryside. Visitors also litter the cities and the mountains, creating an 

unpleasant environment for both residents and tourists. Sabrina Casu also links the 

influx of tourists to the “increase of very extreme events related to climate change” 

(appendix 43). She believes that as a result of the uncontrolled tourism, especially in 

her region of Sardegna, particularly in the ‘high season’ of tourists, there are more 

extreme events happening “that we were not used to … (they are) happening very, 

very often now”. These include sea storms, floods and very strong winds, all  of 

which damage the coastline and the landscape of the entire country.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Over tourism in Venice 
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Inquiry 3 – Evaluate responses by individuals, groups and 
governments to population movement in Italy 
 

Immigration 
 
Immigration is an extremely relative and ongoing issue in Italy as the country faces 

large numbers of uncontrolled and illegal immigrants. Much of the Italian population 

believes that not enough is being done to manage this, however, there is a lack of 

support from the European Union which is damaging the process of allowing 

immigrants to enter the country. The arrival of illegal boats from Africa has caused 

tension between the conservative and progressive parties, however, for Vittoria 

Pasquini and many alike, she believes “the main thing (problem) was that Europe 

didn’t help Italy” (appendix 42). The issue originates from the way “Europe and also 

America of course have dealt with Africa”. Vittoria calls it “ a consequence of the 

expansion of capitalism in those areas (in Africa)” (appendix 42) which should see 

Europe be more supportive to Italy in order to accept people in need, however, all 

that has occurred is an abundance of political division in Italy. 

 

On the other hand, in Italy, Dalila Ansalone believes the “government is not doing the 

right thing” (appendix 45). as the country does not have the capacity to deal with 

immigrants. She believes there needs to be stricter measures put in place by the 

government. She sees the future and stability of the Italian economy as more 

important, because the country itself is and has been dealing with many economic 

problems which have impacted their ability to provide funds to help certain areas. 

She and Vittoria Pasquini both believe that the intervention of the European Union to 

be paramount in resolving part of the issue, as at the moment, the onus is solely on 

the Italian government to deal with the problem. Additionally, Dalila Ansalone also 
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believes that the only perfect solution is to “help them (the immigrants) in their 

countries” (appendix 45), so that the problem is solved all together as people do not 

want to leave their place of birth and escape to an unknown country, therefore the 

solution for Ansalone and Pasquini is to treat the problem at the source, in order for 

people to “ work in their country and make a good living in their own 

country(appendix 45).”  

 

This leaves the only realistic and short-term solution to be to close the borders, 

which is extremely undesirable, however, the absence of the EU could lead the 

government to impose such a decision. Through the period of COVID-19, Italy was 

one of the worst affected countries which saw its borders close and reject incoming 

boats, not to say people would have desired to enter the country during this 

problematic period.  This showed what the closure of borders for immigrants could 

look like, however, there was no way to measure its effect due to the fact that the 

country’s economic situation was already declining as a result of the pandemic.  

 

Nonetheless, the reopening of the borders immediately saw illegal immigrants flood 

the coastal cities to seek refuge. With around 1,000 people arriving over the space of 

3 days18 in city of Lampedusa, the ‘overwhelming’ number meant the provincial 

officials called for the transfer of around 300 immigrants to a separate holding centre, 

as the original one was designed to hold 100 people. This recent ‘overcrowding’ has 

meant that immigration has resurfaced as a political issue. Matteo Salvini, leader of 

the anti-immigrant League Party, and former interior minister accused the Prime 

 
18 New wave of boat migrants overwhelms southern Italian island. (2020). Retrieved 27 July 2020, from 
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-europe-migrants-italy/new-wave-of-boat-migrants-overwhelms-southern-italian-island-
idUSKCN24P16L  

https://www.reuters.com/article/us-europe-migrants-italy/new-wave-of-boat-migrants-overwhelms-southern-italian-island-idUSKCN24P16L
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-europe-migrants-italy/new-wave-of-boat-migrants-overwhelms-southern-italian-island-idUSKCN24P16L
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Minister, Giuseppe Conte and his government of being ‘soft on immigration’. Last 

year, when in government, Salvini’s conservative approach saw him close all borders 

and Italian ports and reject rescue ships. He told supporters in the city “I can’t wait to 

return to a government with serious people so I can close the ports again to block 

delinquents and reopen them to law-abiding citizens19,” which reinforces the right-

winged solutions which Pasquini and Ansalone so desperately want to be avoided. 

The current democratic government responded by saying that they were not going to 

“watch men and women drown”18. This shows the impact of the absence of 

regulations while trying to maintain positive ethical considerations. “The Italian 

government is clearly finding it difficult where to draw the line” (appendix 43), 

Sabrina Casu says.  

 

In Sicily, the attitude is that Italy as well as the European Union has “abandoned” 

(appendix 43) the island residents. During the time where Matteo Salvini was in 

power, the defunding and closure of migrant reception centres impacted the local 

citizens more than the flow of immigrants. By withholding funds to aid Italy and more 

specifically, Sicily, locals have expressed their support for human rights and their 

“objections to restrictive immigration policies”20. The rise of Salvini was extremely 

opposed, whose government and politicians alike, refer to immigration as a “crisis” or 

a “humanitarian emergency”, endangering European society. However, the citizens 

in the cities which receive such immigrants admit that Sicily has always been 

“melting pot,” “receiving migrants for centuries.21” 

 
19 New wave of boat migrants overwhelms southern Italian island. (2020). Retrieved 27 July 2020, from 

https://www.reuters.com/article/us-europe-migrants-italy/new-wave-of-boat-migrants-overwhelms-southern-italian-island-
idUSKCN24P16L 
20 Carney, M. (2020). When politicians turn immigration into a ‘crisis,’ they hurt their own people. The Conversation. Retrieved 
from https://theconversation.com/when-politicians-turn-immigration-into-a-crisis-they-hurt-their-own-people-128965   
21 Carney, M. (2020). When politicians turn immigration into a ‘crisis,’ they hurt their own people. The Conversation. Retrieved 

from https://theconversation.com/when-politicians-turn-immigration-into-a-crisis-they-hurt-their-own-people-128965   

https://www.reuters.com/article/us-europe-migrants-italy/new-wave-of-boat-migrants-overwhelms-southern-italian-island-idUSKCN24P16L
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-europe-migrants-italy/new-wave-of-boat-migrants-overwhelms-southern-italian-island-idUSKCN24P16L
https://theconversation.com/when-politicians-turn-immigration-into-a-crisis-they-hurt-their-own-people-128965
https://theconversation.com/when-politicians-turn-immigration-into-a-crisis-they-hurt-their-own-people-128965


Jamison Power 
 

 
 

30 

The impact it had on the locals was that after the 2008 Global Financial Crisis, many 

Sicilians, specifically the youth, found jobs in humanitarian work, helping both 

tourism and immigration, so when the interior minister banned immigrants from 

landing in the country, thousands of people lost their jobs. This caused stress and 

pressure among social and assistance workers who were working in Italy’s migration 

reception centres, who consequently found themselves dealing with “chronic stress 

and depression” (appendix 49).  

 

The rebuild and reconstruction following Salvini’s exit found immigrants once again 

engulfing the island’s ports and left workers struggling to organise logistics such as 

transportation and housing, creating crisis for local citizens. 

 

This never-ending cycle involving the decisions of maintaining and upholding a 

progressive society for Italians, or ethically allowing more and more immigrants to  

enter the country, seems impossible without the intervention of the European Union 

to help Italy cope with the influx of people seeking better lives in Italy and in Europe. 

 

Immigrants from Libya disembarking boat on Sicilian island of Lampedusa 
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Tourism 

Italy is one of the most beautiful countries in the world, hence why tourism is its 

“power” and also one of its biggest weaknesses. It is a topic which is often ignored 

by the government despite its environmental and societal impacts, leading some 

Italians to demand restrictions and controls. Over tourism is the simple concept  of 

when too many people visit one place at the same time, and many places in Italy are 

prime examples. Dalila Ansalone ‘hopes’ that “there will be restrictions in the future”, 

however at the moment, “in Italy (there) aren’t rules” (appendix 45). This means 

tourists are able to simply enjoy the landscape, the culture, the attractions and the 

cities, which Ansalone also believes is appropriate for the current point in time. She 

believes that at the moment, “we don’t need them (rules)”, as “we are very hospitable 

… we are very welcoming”. She also uses the city of Venice as an example, where 

she mentions how it is important to find the balance of channelling the power of 

tourism while also managing to not impact local residents. She says “the mayor is 

working in a good way” as it is important that the leaders “take care of their 

inhabitants” (appendix 45).  

 

As of 2017, the Italian government ruled that cruise ships over 55,000 tonnes will not 

be allowed to enter St Mark’s Basin and the Giudecca Canal from 202122. This was 

followed after many protests from locals and anger brewing with fears over pollution, 

overcrowding and damage to historical sites. A controversial system of segregation 

was announced by the Mayor of Venice which would be enforced to control tourist 

numbers, particularly around the main tourist sites, like the Rialto Bridge and St 

Mark’s Square. This would see tourists take a specific route with only locals and 

 
22 Overtourism in Venice from Responsible Travel. (2020). Retrieved 10 May 2020, from 
https://www.responsibletravel.com/copy/overtourism-in-venice  

https://www.responsibletravel.com/copy/overtourism-in-venice
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workers to be allowed to use the more popular walkways and streets. It seems as 

though the Mayor has been listening to the remainder of the Venetian population as 

he has also enforced fines of up to 500 euros for noisy tourists, wheeling suitcases 

through the city’s centre, as well as for littering, loitering, swimming in canals and 

wearing swimwear around the town centres. It is also necessary for tourists who 

arrive by car to have a ‘pre-booked’ parking space, otherwise they risk being turned 

away from the mainland. 

 

These seeming positive changes have received a backlash with anti-tourist 

demonstrations demanding that it is not the mayor, the tourists or the police who own 

the city, it is the residents. They refuse to accept the idea of having specific 

walkways and thoroughfares designated for locals as they believe it is them, the 

citizens, who ‘own’ the city. One protestor wrote on social media “We refuse the idea 

of having checkpoints to get into the city” (appendix 50), as protestors vandalised 

signs separating tourists from locals, the day after they were put in place. 

 

This problem in Venice has been an issue for many years which has seen UNESCO 

flag the ‘damage being done to this World Heritage Site’, even go as far as to 

threaten to put the city on the list of sites in danger in 2017. It sadly seems as though 

tourism has turned Venice into a ‘theme park’ (appendix 50), when it should be more 

about bringing people from all around the world together.  

 

Dalila Ansalone is worried that the country could follow in the footsteps of Greece, 

who have dealt with economic problems for decades. “Chinese came and bought all 

their ports, Chinese came and started to buy all their airports, Germany came and 
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started to buy their businesses” leading the country to be sold off, which means, 

“they are a country without power” (appendix 45).  

 

With the outbreak of COVID-19 and the future of society to be changed forever, Italy 

could see restrictions placed on tourism in order to limit people from different 

backgrounds entering the country. The future of travel will indeed be changed as 

well, which could see less people entering or moving within the country. Different 

modes of transport and people choosing to stay in a beach house rather than a hotel 

in the centre of the city, could become the new norm. The responses of the 

government, businesses and individuals will however decide the future of the 

country. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Venetians protesting against the proposed segregation  
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CONCLUSION 
 

Inquiry 1 – Explain the nature of population movement to 
and from Italy 
 

HYPOTHESIS: Due to the two Italian diasporas after the Unification of Italy and after 

the Second World War, people began to emigrate to Australia, America and to 

places in South America like Argentina. People may move due to the lack of jobs,  

future possibilities, better education and hopes of a better life. Chinese people may 

move to Italy in order to buy or invest in properties and create businesses. The 

recent spread of Coronavirus could have particularly impacted Italy’s booming 

tourism. Italian people could migrate from the  south of Italy to north as a result of the 

divide and the economic gap. 

 

The first inquiry of the report addressed the reasons that population movement 

occurs to and from Italy. It also focused on the different demographics of people who 

participate in this. The hypothesis stated that people moved as a result of the Italian 

diaspora which saw millions of people seek life elsewhere. This was later confirmed 

as it was discovered that through the 20th Century, wars and political instability had a 

particular effect on people wanting to leave the country. Aligning with the hypothesis, 

the countries which saw the most Italians emigrate were America, Argentina and 

Brazil, all of which received upwards of 10 million Italians.  

 

Through interviews conducted it was concluded that people do in fact leave the 

country as a result of the lack of possibilities and jobs and in order to secure a more 

prosperous future, once again confirming the hypothesis. In regards to Chinese 
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people migrating to Italy, the report confirmed that there is certainly a rise in Chinese 

population, however, it does not have a particular effect, primarily on the economy 

where is was predicted that they were buying businesses, which is not the case.  

 

The economic gap between the north and the south of Italy known as the 

‘mezzogiorno’, sees Italians either leave the country entirely or internally migrate to 

the north where there are more opportunities specifically with jobs and education. 

The report shows the disparities between the division, confirming the hypothesis with 

reference to various interviews and secondary research. 

 

Tourism all over the globe has been impacted by the COVID-19 outbreak, Italy in 

particular will never be the same with certain customs and traditions having to be put 

on hold for the unforeseen future. Aligning with the prediction in the hypothesis, 

through the results of questionnaires, it showed that people’s opinion and desire to 

return to Italy has been impacted for the mean time.  

 

It was later discovered through research that Italy is a country heavily impacted by 

immigration, more than was originally once thought. Immigrants flock to the country 

in search of better lives from primarily African countries. This is due to the close 

proximity however, it seems as though through research, it is clear immigration is a 

heated topic among the Italian people and the politicians. 
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Inquiry 2 – Discuss the impacts of population movement to 
and from Italy 
 

HYPOTHESIS: Population movement has caused a loss of culture and political 

instability as right winged nationalists don’t want people coming and taking their jobs 

etc. Local industries have been affected and Italians think that their culture and 

businesses are dying. The mass influx of tourists causes environmental impacts for 

example the cruise ships in Venice. 

 

The second inquiry focused on the results and impacts that tourism, immigration and 

population movement in the past has had on the country. With direct reference to the 

Italian diaspora and Italians choosing to emigrate elsewhere, there have been many 

positive impacts, as the hypothesis focused primarily on the negative ones which 

would have harmed Italy’s economy or political state. This was discovered through 

the several interviews conducted as well as with reference to the questionnaires and 

secondary sources.  

 

It was hypothesized that the various forms of population movement have caused a 

loss of culture and political instability which is both true and false. The country does 

not see people wanting to arrive and take the jobs of the Italians therefore it is not a 

large issue with politicians in Italy, differing from the original prediction. However, the 

mass tourism and uncontrolled numbers does affect the cultural traditions and cause 

debate within Italian politics, aligning with the hypothesis.  

 

With reference to the environmental impacts of tourism, it was discovered through 

many interviews and questionnaires, as well as secondary source information, that 
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the fact that tourism is uncontrolled, masses of people flood the country which leaves 

numerous environmental impacts. Agreeing with the hypothesis, Venice, as a prime 

example is a relatively small city which is overcrowded by tourists every year, often 

upsetting the small Venetian population as there is a sense that the original culture is 

being drowned by westernised tourists. It is also clear that cruise ships and littering 

sees harsh negative environmental impacts on the city.  

 

The report also showcases the positive aspects that tourism has on Italy, as it 

contributes a large portion to the country’s economy as well as also encouraging the 

local traditions to be preserved. It also brings some positives for local citizens as 

their areas can be often well maintained to promote tourism in the cities.  
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Inquiry 3 – Evaluate responses by individuals, groups and 
governments to population movement in Italy 
 

HYPOTHESIS: Some locals want immigrants out as they are destroying businesses 

and causing the ‘Italian culture’ to be lost while Italians living abroad are glad they 

have left and more open to immigrants in Italy. The right-winged government in Italy 

would also agree with this and would be for the prevention of immigrants in order to 

keep Italy’s culture and history rich without the addition of immigrants. However, 

some political groups encourage immigrants to come to help the economy grow and 

add to other aspects of life. Most businesses would also be against the arrival of 

immigrants as it could create competition within their market. In particular, with the 

recent events of coronavirus in Italy, some Italians may blame the Chinese 

population. 

 

The final enquiry of the report addressed the responses to the population movement 

in Italy. It was originally hypothesized that locals would want immigrants out of the 

country as they cause many negative impacts on the country, however it was 

discovered that people are only frustrated with the lack of clarity, control and 

intervention from the Italian government but mainly the European Union. In relation 

to the right-winged government’s attitude, the prediction was correct as it was found 

out that in the past, Italy’s borders were closed off completely to boats of immigrants 

seeking to enter the country, in an attempt to maintain the authenticity of the Italian 

culture despite encouraging poor ethical behaviour. 

 

Disagreeing with what was originally predicted, businesses in fact encourage 

immigration as it provides customers, hence contributing to the country’s economy. 
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However, they also have similar attitudes to locals who demand more control and 

restrictions, in order to ensure the safety of immigrants so Italy does not act as a 

‘prison’.  

 

The report discusses the responses to tourism which has seen many negative 

opinions, primarily in Venice where the tourist city has been impacted heavily. With 

government policies being introduced by the mayor, citizens are becoming outraged 

with the responses and they demand better change to thoroughly ensure the needs 

of the locals. It seems as though the country requires an understanding on how to 

manage tourism as its power while keeping it from being its biggest downfall. This 

aligns with the hypothesis as tourism is something to be embraced but also 

controlled when it gets out of hand. 

 

In regards to Italians blaming the Chinese population for the outbreak of COVID-19, 

it was discovered through interviews that it was more of a fact of inaction from the 

government which saw the county heavily hit by the pandemic. This disagrees with 

the hypothesis which predicted that people would be discontent with the Chinese 

population in Italy.  
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EVALUATION 
 

Research process 

The final report includes information and research which I believe to be extremely 

successful. The scope of this investigation is extremely large, hence why I 

incorporated many forms of both primary and secondary research. For each inquiry, I 

believe I was able to address the question in thorough detail due to the 

comprehensive nature of the research.  

 

The interviews which I conducted relatively early on in the research process aimed to 

incorporate the individual views of people who had experiences of living or migrating 

from Italy. I thought this would have added depth to my research however, due to the 

COVID-19 pandemic, conducting the interviews created certain limitations. Through 

the use of technology, primarily Zoom, I was able to record my interviews and play 

them back with both video and sound which made the transcribing process a lot 

easier. This was especially the case with the interviewee who lives in Italy, Dalila 

Ansalone, who was also in the midst of the pandemic and in lockdown, as it was 

difficult to decide on a time due to the time zone difference. I believe that specific 

interview with Ansalone provided the most amount of incisive information as she was 

able to recount Italy’s past and the current situation with population movement, as 

she has a first-hand view.  

 

Throughout the research process, there are instances where bias could have been 

implemented in the interviews, creating a limitation. The qualitative interviews 

required candidate opinions and experiences rather than factual evidence. However, 
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the large majority of the information provided was indeed accurate and added rich 

experiential data, hence making this information both reliable and valid. Another 

limitation was the lack of responses on the student questionnaire. I believe I received 

a good amount however, I attempted to compensate for this by creating a teacher 

questionnaire which required the responses from teachers at IGS to recount their 

experiences of either living or travelling in Italy.  

I also found that as the SGP spanned over the time of the pandemic, situations and 

instances of population movement was changing therefore I found myself adding 

new information at the last minute. Primarily in relation to the effects of tourism and 

immigration in the future, which will be heavily impacted by the pandemic, therefore I 

had to predict and make conclusions about the future of such things in the country. 

Ethical considerations 

In order to incorporate ethical considerations in my research process, confidentiality 

and consent was maintained in both the interviews and questionnaires. The emails 

and contact details were removed from any responses however the only person who 

has access to these things are Mr. Fedele. I made the interview recordings also 

available to him in order for him to be able to see the interviewing techniques as well 

as gain a deeper and more personal knowledge of my research. Nevertheless, all of 

the speech was transferred to transcript for other readers in order to maintain the 

confidentiality of the interviewees. I ensured that recording the interview was 

consented to by them and informed the candidates that I would be typing the 

responses. A disclaimer was also provided on the questionnaires to inform the 

respondents that the information would be shared with Mr. Fedele and myself. These 

certain measures put in place ensured the confidentiality and privacy of all 

respondents. 
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Interview transcripts 

 

Interview 1 

 
- What is your name? 

My name is Vittoria Pasquini 

 

- How old are you? 

I am 73 

 

- What is your background/ nationality? 

I’m Italian I was born in Rome in Italy, I just lived there, studied there, at university then 

travelled a bit then arrived here (Australia) in 1983. 

 

- What is your job? 

At the moment I am retired but I used to be a university lecturer  

 

- When did you leave Italy? 

Well I first left Italy in 1979 and I lived for one year in Kenya then one year in the states, in 

New York, then a couple of years in Algeria. And then in 1983 I arrived in Australia. All these 

different countries because my partner then was a manager for AlI’Italia airlines and so he 

was transferred in different places and so I followed him basically.  

 

- How long did you live in Italy for? 

Well I lived until I went to Kenya and I was let me think, maybe I was 31/32. 

 

- Why did you come to Australia? 

My partner yes was transferred here and so yes. Look I stayed here because he was posted 

here for 4 years in the meantime my youngest son, Valerio was born. We liked here very 

much and we thought it would have been a nice place to live in, to you know settle down so 

what we did was we went back to Italy and applied for a permanent residence. That’s what 

we did and then in 88’ we got the permanent residence visa and we came back here. 

 

 

- Why did you want to leave Italy? 

Well, we had been involved politically in Italy during our university time. The political 

situation in Italy was becoming quite tense and quite difficult all the in a way, the hopes and 

the ideas that we had of changing the situation, the political situation became at that point 

impossible. So it was a way of saying, well we can’t stay, or its too difficult for us to stay 

here we want to try to travel, try new countries, new experiences and so we decided to go 

Appendix 42 
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away. Having said that, many times I thought should I go back to Italy, many, many times. I 

think I didn’t go back because I always thought that since I left Italy that I would have gone 

back to Italy only as a tourist, to work in Italy I realised would have been, after experiencing 

working here, I thought it would have been almost traumatic. 

 

- Would you say the main reason you came was because of economic reasons? 

Not economical, not economical, well of course you have to survive but, I thought that the 

political situation was quite difficult and a lot of dreams that we had of changing the society 

and doing something different had basically vanished so there wasn’t a strong attraction. 

The attraction was for visiting my family and the memories that I had but in terms of work 

and I had to work because at one point my partner died, so I was left with 2 children on my 

own so I had to work. Working here I realised that was easier but also much more 

interesting.  

 

- Can you explain a bit about the political situation? 

So in Italy, well not only in Italy also in the states in Germany in France. From 68’ on there’s 

been political upheaval in universities mostly. It started in universities, students were asking 

for a reform. Reforms didn’t come soon enough so there was a lot of rebellion a lot of 

strikes, rallies, etc, etc. While especially in France then the reform of university arrived quite 

soon after the starting of the protest, let’s say at the end of 68’, beginning of 69’, in Italy it 

never came and so the situation became more and more extreme with students joining 

workers of factories, factory workers who were protesting for increase in salary. The 

government never gave any concession and so everything became more and more extreme 

and then at the end towards the time of where we decided to leave there was the insurgent 

of Red Brigades that were a terrorist group and so because of that group all the students 

who were protesting, all the people who didn’t agree with the government were put 

together and sort of criminalised as well. Although the Red Brigades were the ones who 

killed people and started you know an era of terror so for us there wasn’t any more space 

for discussion, for possibility of doing some changes that we were hoping for and so we felt 

that we were defeated, that the movement had been defeated and so we wanted to change 

air and change scenario and we were still quite young and wanted to go away, travel and so 

Australia at that time seemed a nice place to land. 

 

- Did you feel welcome when you came to Australia? 

Very much so, very much so. I arrived in Australia in 1983 when that was the year when Bob 

Hawke with Paul Keating were elected. So there was a lot of hope that the situation would 

be quite open, a lot of feeling of renewal and a lot of people we met had that feeling and 

communicated to us. We were very interested in for example in the environmentalist 

policies and also we really like for us was a novelty, multiculturalism was a novelty so we 

really liked that and in a way opened up our mind about what was you know about to 
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happen in the world so globalisation hadn’t arrived yet but Australia was on the forefront of 

what was going to happen in the near future. 

 

- What was the major difference between life in Australia and In Italy that you 

experienced? 

Well in practical terms, obviously was a completely different scenario and major contact 

with nature here, living with and in nature, much closer to nature than it was in Italy and 

that was something that I really liked for my children. I thought it would have been fantastic 

and that was one strong reason why I liked it here. In terms of politics, I found this was less 

violent place compared to Italy, multicultural so less provincial also that was very interesting 

for me. The Red Brigades were very violent, the killed people, kidnapped and killed people 

and we didn’t agree with that but the government at that point you know went very heavily 

against not only the Red Brigades but all the people who were against the government and 

so that created a lot of difficulties for us also in terms of work for example I had been 

arrested even though for a short while for a protest which I thought it was my right to do, 

but because I had been arrested I didn’t have a special like a record were taken by the police 

and therefore I couldn’t teach anymore. That was one of the reason why I decided it was 

good for me to travel for example. 

 

- Do you travel back to Italy regularly? How often and why? 

I go every year, not this year unfortunately, but every year I go for 3 months, so I spend 

quite, to see my family and also you know becomes I have strong connections with family 

and friends and I’m interested in the life there and its good for my language, for many 

things.  

 

- What major changes have you noticed have taken place in Italy since you left?  

Since I left, well a lot of things changed, for example, when I left the communist party in 

Italy was one of the biggest, it was the biggest outside Russia in the world and there was 

this sort of contraposition between 2 major parties, the communist party on one side and 

the democratic Christians on the other side. Now there are several parties, not one is always 

the one who is ruling the country, they change all the time, they have small percentage each 

of followers, you know politically, well this is common to a lot of countries in the world but 

the ideologies are sort of non-existent anymore or there are so many variations you can’t 

really understand what’s going on. And there is an insurgence of the right-winged parties 

that was non-existent there, well a much smaller percentage then. The communist party 

was very strong when I left, it became weaker and weaker and is no not anymore a 

communist party it’s called Democratic party, has lost a lot of power and this and that. The 

right wing is not in power there now, recently few months ago, the democratic party with 5 

Stars, took over and made an alliance and so now they are running the country, but until 

few months ago the right-winged parties were dominant. And Fratelli d’italia is one of those 

parties 
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- Have any aspects of authentic Italian culture been lost in your opinion? 

Well a lot, a lot has been lost but I think it is inevitable meaning everywhere life changes 

and a lot of cultural customs are lost. What’s happening in Italy I think in the recent years, I 

don’t know now, after the virus, what’s going to happen, but in the recent years what has 

happened was that the mass-tourism has taken over because Italy is a beautiful country, it’s 

got a lot of antiquities and so a lot, a lot of people started going to Italy to visit for a short 

while mostly and it meant that a lot of culture, identity of small for example cities or villages 

or so on, have lost a bit of their original flavour because they became a sort of like a theatre 

of a stage where to invite people to either eating restaurants or to buy stuff etc, etc and so 

it has been a bit sad for me to see all of this happening but on the other hand Italy hasn’t 

got a lot of strong industries and so fashion, that was one of the main industries now lost its 

importance much more than before and so tourism has become one strong industry, but as 

I said it is a bit sad to see the big change that is happening. 

 

- Do you think Italy has an immigration or tourism problem? 

Well immigration is a completely different thing, one thing is an overload of tourism in the 

last few, let’s say 5 years and it also has had a lot of immigration more than immigration 

clandestine migration with the boats arriving illegally and that’s in my view has created a lot 

of problems between the conservative parties and the leftist parties and for me it was a 

false problem because the main thing was that Europe didn’t help Italy. Italy is the 

inevitable mid-land between Africa and Europe, so of course everybody lands in Italy or 

landed in Italy to say that Italians had to close their borders, is madness because I believe 

that a lot of the problems that forced this refugees to arrive in Italy derive from the way 

Europe and also America of course have dealt with Africa for example and so it’s a 

consequence the expansion of capitalism in those areas and a lot of people are starving 

there and the earth is just one and so we have to open to everybody but European union 

didn’t help at first and I think they should have, didn’t help Italy in dealing with refugees, so 

all the blame was put on Italy while if Europe would have said ok, it’s the common problem 

because a lot of these people go to Italy then they migrate most of them don’t stay in Italy 

but they go in other countries, European counties then we help Italy, then Italy would have 

had an easier time, instead it has been a disaster for Italy and a lot of political divisions 

because of that. 

 

- Do you think Italy has treated immigrants justly or unfairly?  

Quite fairly, compared to Australia, I think Italy has been much more generous. Australia is 

much more wealthy than Italy and yet Australia closed its border and didn’t allow of 

migrants or refugees to come to Australia while Italy had of course because of its 

geographical position had all the borders open but they showed a lot of generosity and they 

allowed people to land there even though they didn’t offer you know fancy accommodation 

so on and so forward but they were quite open and quite generous, unlike Australia.  
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- Would you say that the easiness of the route between Africa and the south of Italy 

causes immigration problems there? 

They just landed in the south because it is the closest part where they can land but also the 

south of Italy has shown to be much more generous than the north of Italy because the 

north of Italy is mostly connected with Lega which is a party that wanted first of all wanted 

the division between the north and the south of Italy and then is run by Lega who didn’t 

want to have all these migrants. 

 

 

 

- What do you think needs to be done to embrace tourists and immigrants but at the 

same time benefit the Italian people? 

It’s not an easy answer to this well I think the intervention of Europe its paramount to solve 

the problem of refugees meaning that Europe should give more funds to Italy to provide 

better accommodation to the ones who want to stay in Italy and also accept more refugees 

in different countries in Europe, that’s the first thing. For, you talked about tourism, for 

tourism, that’s a sort of, it’s very difficult because it, that type of tourism, mass tourism 

unfortunately is now is happening everywhere in the world. Governments should have the 

strength to make certain boundaries and say ok let’s say this year more than a certain 

amount of people can come if they come for example there are those horrible cruise boats 

that do so much damage have done for the coronavirus, but it has also done damage in 

terms of pollution in terms of arriving in harbours of small cities like Venice and completely 

occupying the harbour so that people instead of seeing the beautiful buildings they saw 

those terrible boats, so just have the courage to say ok we won’t make too much money, 

but at least we will have a situation that is more liveable for our society, for our community 

and I think the ethical aspects, the cultural aspect of a community life is more important 

than the economical aspect, and nowadays people or governments are pushed to say, or 

they want to push people to think that the economy is like a religion is the first and most 

important thing that is happening in a society, it’s not and we have seen with the 

coronavirus that suddenly health of people was more important than economy 

 

- Do you think the coronavirus is as bad as it is because of the large immigrant and 

tourist population in Italy? 

Look, I think the results of research done on the reasons why the virus was so heavy in Italy 

are still to be published, but from what I know, what I heard and what I read, there was a 

combination of politicians in the north of Italy where the virus hit mostly not at the 

beginning thinking it was a serious stuff, thinking and saying it’s just a flu, and also Milano 

can’t stop because it is the lung of the business in Italy ‘il pulmone del business in Italy’, so 

we can’t stop. That’s one thing, the other thing is travel, a lot of travelling, not being really 

aware once Chinese gave notice of what was happening that not being aware that they had 
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to straight away block the boarders and check all the people that were coming or arriving 

from other countries also there is a huge amount of population around Milano, a lot of 

factories, apparently the virus is conveyed through pollution, a lot of pollution then there, 

winter, colder, it’s better for the virus than the hot weather and also the attitudes of Italians 

not to have distance, not social distancing, not having social distancing and not taking 

seriously, not listening to the government because that’s the other thing, whenever the 

government, there is an anarchist attitude in Italians and say ah the government is always 

saying this, we doing that. So, they were taken by surprise, the other thing is also that 

hospitals became a centre of spread of the coronavirus because they didn’t use all the 

necessary precautions so a lot of doctors were killed. More than a hundred doctors were 

killed, I don’t know how many nurses, paramedics, hospital staff were killed.  

 

- Were you aware of the Hug a Chinese day in Italy just prior to the outbreak? 

Not in Florence, its Prato mostly, Prato is close to, yeah, yeah I am aware but I’m not sure 

whether the Chinese spread it or it was some travellers that started and then the lack of 

social distancing and the lack of awareness in hospitals and a combination of all of this took, 

it’s easy to put the blame on Chinese, like trump is doing at the moment, since he had a 

huge amount of that, you know it’s putting the blame on Chinese. He should put the blame 

on himself and on the fact that he didn’t want to look, do anything for health for hospitals, 

he fought against Obamacare etc, etc. In Italy as well, in the north of Italy the governors and 

the mayors and all the politicians in the north of Italy mostly connected with Lega didn’t do 

anything for public health and when you have a situation like this you have to help public 

health in order because otherwise you are finished so the hospitals weren’t you know at 

their best, let’s put it this way, apparently others say that for example the air conditioning 

was conveying the virus because it was old air-conditioning and the filters weren’t clean so 

there was a lot of things that could have done much better had they been done. 

Unfortunately, unfortunately. 

 

 

- How do you define your identity? 

Um that’s a good question, I think I feel more Italian when I live here and more Australian 

when I go and spend a few months in Italy. 

 

Interview 2 
 

- What is your name? 

My name is Sabrina Casu 

 

- How old are you? 

I am 38 years old 
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- What do you teach? 

I teach Italian at the moment but I am also a French teacher 

 

- What is your background/ nationality? 

I am Italian, I was born in Sardegna 

 

- Where did you live in Italy? 

I lived in Sardegna until 6 years ago 

 

- How long did you live in Italy for? 

Yes from birth until 6 years ago 

 

- What was your job whilst living in Italy? 

I, well, I did lots of jobs but the last one was the one I am doing now so I was a teacher but I 

was working as a casual teacher, I didn’t have any permanent role as a teacher in Italy. 

 

- Why did you come to Australia? 

Well I first came to Australia on my honeymoon, yes, so just on holiday and then after that 

when I went back to Italy, I was quite impressed, I was impressed by Australia and then I 

decided to apply for a visa and after maybe 9 months, something similar I got the visa and I 

relocated to Australia permanently. 

 

 

- When was your honeymoon and where did you stay in Australia 

So the honeymoon was in 2012, December. I spent here almost a month, I visited first of all 

Melbourne, Sydney, Brisbane, Adelaide um, kangaroo island and um ayers rock. I travelled a 

lot in Australia. Lots of flights, 12 flights in total. 

 

- Did you know you wanted to come to Australia or did you just want to leave Italy? 

Yes I was impressed but at the beginning it was just on holiday I couldn’t imagine that one 

day I would relocate to Australia 

 

- Why did you want to leave Italy? 

Well, I think it was a combination of 2 main reasons. The first one I told you was because I 

was quite impressed by Australia, it thought it was a good place to live with a good job 

opportunities and at the same time I was feeling very, very unhappy in Italy because of my 

job because I was a casual teacher so every year I had to work in so many different schools 

with different students. I was just not happy and I thought that maybe in a different country 

I could have had a different chance or possibility 
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- Did you notice any impacts of tourism in your city? 

Well in Sardegna yes, well I can talk especially about Sardegna in particular but of course 

there are many other impacts in Italy in general. In Sardegna what we have noticed recently 

is an increases in terms of very extreme events related to climate change and I’m sure that 

there is a relationship between the impacts of this under controlled tourism especially we 

have in the high season and as I said the climate change, the very extreme events we have 

experienced. Especially over the last 5-6 years and we had never seen anything like that 

before, so there must be a relationship. We are seeing more often sea storms, floods, very, 

very strong winds all these extreme events we were not used to and so this is happening 

very, very often now. 

 

- Were immigrants living in your city? 

Not many, not like in other regions. Well I think, well many of them don’t want to stay in 

Italy, many of them are just forced to pass through Italy to go to other places. It is close to 

Africa so to go to the rest of Europe they have to pass through Italy. But there are laws 

which block immigrants in the first countries they arrive in. so the first country is Italy for 

geographical reasons, sometimes they were forced to stay in Italy even if they wanted to go 

somewhere else. So your other question, where do they go, usually if they really want to go 

to Italy, they will prefer to settle down in the north where there are more opportunities in 

terms of jobs. Sardegna, Sicily and the south, I think they were the regions the most, 

probably the most affected reasons in a negative sense by the crisis so they knew there 

were no job opportunities in those regions for them so. We have a few, not a lot but also 

because when Italy, couldn’t actually manage this amount of people coming during the 

humanitarian crisis so they decided to divide, split all of them in the 20 regions so if we have 

some of them it is just because the government decided to divide them in the regions. 

 

- Why did they want to move up north? 

In the north, there are the industries, factories many are still there yes I think this is the 

main reason. The northern system is a system where they work with more factories with 

industries and so on so there are many opportunities for them. 

 

- Did you feel welcome when you came to Australia? 

Yes I think so, I felt welcomed. I wasn’t happy for other reasons not because of Australia the 

problem was probably me, myself as a migrant but Australia was absolutely very welcoming. 

Yes also because you have to consider that I was very lucky because when I came to 

Australia I already had a permanent residence so probably many other people are coming 

from overseas, I know for sure that they are experiencing different situations especially 

because of the visa but in my case I applied from Italy, I was lucky because I got that visa 

there and it was a very good visa, permanent resident so I had no problem at all in this 

sense, no, no problem, actually at the beginning they gave me the chance to attend an 

English course, yes I attended an English course for 6 months in Canberra because I first 
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decided to go to Canberra. So that was actually a good opportunity, a good option to lean 

English and I didn’t pay anything, that was just offered by Australia.  

 

- What new opportunities has Australia offered you? 

Well in my case there are opportunities of work, especially, I immediately after arriving in 

Australia I had a job, after 2 weeks I was already working, I was hired in a school, even if I 

wasn’t able to speak English at all but it was a French school, so there was no need to know 

English and yes that was very, very surprising and I couldn’t imagine, I knew that there were 

many job opportunities but I couldn’t imagine that there were so many and yes this 

demonstrated that it was like this. 

 

- So you would say the main reason people leave Italy is for economic reasons? 

Well, economic reasons is the main reason and of course when you are not happy with your 

job your life is not 100% complete, I mean the fact that I wasn’t happy with my professional 

situation, affected me in many other ways and many other reasons are for example the 

instability, the political instability, all the scandals and the corruption and I was very, very 

angry every single day, day after day I was feeling very angry and disappointed because o 

this situations so economic, political situation and also in a minor part, but probably 

because I was becoming so intolerant that I couldn’t stand anymore some bad habits we 

have in Italy but probably as I said I was becoming very angry day after day and very 

disappointed at the end I was just sick of everything I just wanted to leave and find a 

different place with a different living style, lifestyle. 

 

- What are they bad habits that you mentioned and what was the political situation and 

the corruption? 

Scandals in every way, the main is about people who do not pay taxes. So we have so many 

scandals relating to this and when you see that people like me, normal people who 

everyday work hard and pay taxes and then you see there are politicians or other big 

entrepreneurs who don’t pay taxes and there is not punishment sometimes for them 

because the politicians are the first to defend these people. There isn’t justice. There is 

social injustice. That’s what I was really feeling and it was not making feel good at all. 

Everyone knows the rich the very rich find a way to not pay taxes. Everyone knows, the 

politics know and they don’t do anything to fight against this system and this means that if 

these people do not pay taxes, you have to pay higher taxes because of them. So that’s just 

unfair. It is not acceptable. Who has small companies could not survive because of the 

amount of taxes because it’s too expensive and that’s just because not everyone pays taxes 

as they should. So I think this is one of the things more terrible, injustices in Italy. There are 

other things like people who don’t line up and the people who go on the busses all together 

so other many other small things that today if I go back to Italy, I cannot accept those little 

things anymore and I just fell intolerant of it all. 
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- Has Australian society helped you to see that more? 

Yes well of course, I am now living very far from Italy so even if I keep in touch in many 

ways. I watch the news, I read the news everyday but I’m not there. There’s the anger and 

disappointment is not in me anymore because I have my life here. I have my satisfactions 

and I am just now sometimes sad when I listen to some bad news but they don’t touch me 

anymore like they used to. It’s like I have a barrier now.  

 

- Do you think you coming to Australia has had a positive impact on Australian society? 

Yes, I hope so, I think so. Yes, well the people who arrive in another country bring in particle 

I am Italian I hope to bring knowledge, expertise, skills, motivation, desire, want to do, all 

things that I had in Italy but nobody cares, they don’t appreciate you and I think here, I feel 

appreciated for what I do and it is really, really rewarding so absolutely yes, who comes here 

brings richness in some way and diversity which is according to me a sort of synonym. 

 

- How do you define your identity? 

This is a very hard question, I feel right now I am a bit of bot, I am trying to keep all the good 

habits, traditions, and things in general I have learnt in Italy and I’m trying to get rid of the 

all of the negative aspects but talking about identity it is very difficult and I think when you 

leave your country and you stay away for more than 4, 5 years there is no way out, in terms 

of identity you become a different person of course and you know that you are Italian and 

you would like to go back to Italy but at the same time if you go back to Italy you will not be 

happy anymore because you are a different person, your identity is not the same anymore 

and if you stay in the place who welcomed you, Australia in my case, you are happy of 

course but you are not 100% happy because you are still something that you miss, so it is a 

compromise.  

 

 

- Are you here in Australia to stay or do you plan to go back eventually? 

I don’t know, what I have learnt is that I just live day by day, present now is very good for 

me it’s a very happy present so I just want to enjoy what I have and if the conditions stay 

the same there is no reason for me to leave Australia. If this is going to change in some way I 

will think about that, I will not exclude that, probably but I don’t see any reason to leave 

Australia and I don’t see any reason to come back to Italy I mean there are but not a lot to 

guarantee my happiness that I have at the moment. I will be happy for some reasons I will 

be very, very unhappy for other reasons so if you put everything on the scales, in the end I 

decide to stay here in Australia. 

 

- How do you manage to stay in touch with your culture of origin while living in 

Australia? 

Sometimes it can be very difficult especially with the hours, 10 hours ahead, 8 hours ahead 

it was really difficult at the beginning because when I had the need to call someone to just 
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to tell them something which happened to me, I couldn’t do this because they were 

sleeping and then I started calling them on skype 4-5 days a week and now I probably call 

them on skype probably once a month. Yes so it changed a lot because you cant. I mean 

everyone is busy, everyone is working and the time is different and sometimes it’s just 

impossible. I call them on the phone but skype once a month and calling twice a week and 

maybe a message every day to tell I’m ok , how are you, I’m good. I also go twice a year to 

visit in Italy 

 

Interview 3 
 
- What is your name? 

Well do you want my full name? Well the full name is Maria Christina Concetta Lachevre. 

Previously known as Morabito. 

 

- How old are you? 

I am 73 

 

- What is your background? 

Well my background is I was born in Egypt, Cairo of European decent which is a mother that 

was Greek and a father that was Italian and of course it didn’t make me Egyptian as so many 

people would assume and I had to explain that over and over again even up to today. I was 

of Italian nationality because in those days in Egypt there were many nationalities and 

whatever your father was, you took that nationality. There were many nationalities that 

settled in Egypt in those days from Europe and it was close to the 18th century when I think 

the king of Egypt invited many Europeans to come and settle in Egypt to help westernise the 

country and make it better. They settled with the understanding that they could keep their 

nationality. Going to an Italian school in Egypt wasn’t just learning things in Italian, we were 

encouraged to learn other languages so we learnt English French and Arabic. And of course 

at home we were speaking with mum in Greek and my dad in Italian and because mum and 

dad couldn’t speak each other’s language when they met so they spoke the next language 

that was international in Egypt which was French so there were 3 languages going at the 

time. 

 

- When and why did you go to Italy? 

My parents decided to leave Egypt after the sewers crisis which was in 1956 and that was 

when Israel, the British and France launched a joint attack on Egypt because they wanted to 

overturn the Egyptian president who was Gamal Abdul Nasser. Who worked to take total 

control of the sewers canal which at the time for many years the French and the British 

were helping to build it and to finance it and they put a lot of work into it so they were 

really involved. The war lasted about 2 weeks. So they future for Europeans in Egypt was 
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not looking very stable at the time and my father although he had a great job with the 

united nations but he couldn’t see any future for us so there wan instability there so he 

though it wasn’t safe to stay. So he decided to either go to America or come to Australia. 

But then since he had his eldest brother in Australia already he came a year before, he 

decided to come to Australia. In order to do that we all had to go to Italy because of Italian 

citizenship to get our visas and that’s what we did. He had some contacts there so 

everything was organised but it wasn’t free because we weren’t living there as refugees or 

anything he had to pay for us to come. So that was in December 1957 we left in such a 

hurry. Which was winter over there in Egypt and Italy. 

 

- What were the living conditions like in Italy? 

We arrived in Italy in Bari where the shipping port was, before boarding a train to go to 

Rome and I can still remember when we arrived there that the Italians in Bari with a very 

strong dialect of Italian they said, one said to the other one, “Egyptians how are we going to 

communicate with them” and my father heard that and he said “in Italian”. So even though 

we had the Italian nationality, they didn’t acknowledge us we were coming from Egypt so 

they were like oh your Egyptian so not even the Italians recognised us. I remember we 

arrived at Rome on Christmas night because I remember all the bells were ringing and we 

were taken to the migrant hostel which was situated under the railway in Rome, it was 

underground. It was actually well-maintained, it was huge it had 2 large dormitories, one for 

men and boys and the other was for women and children so of course all bunkbeds all 

sleeping separately and we were all going into a joint dining room, having pasta every day 

and a flask of wine of some kind. You know, we were looked after and there was a little 

chapel and there were church services so it must have been run by the religious. You know 

we even went and visited different sights in Rome and to Pompeii as well because we had 

the time in our hands and there were days we didn’t know what to do. So that was 5 

months but in the meantime, while we were 5 months there it wasn’t our doing, you see 

Italian authorities were making it difficult for us to get our visas to come to Australia, 

although they were not recognising us initially as being Italian but we still wanted our visas 

to come to Australia. They were making it difficult with our health especially because if one 

of us were sneezing or had a cough they would send us to the local hospital to stay 

overnight to make sure we didn’t have any diseases so they were taking their time to let us 

go through. But anyway the things started to come through, so they allowed us to get the ok 

with the medical checks and they gave us the visas, so 5 months after everything we had to 

board the train and go to Genova because that was the port and we were going to get on 

the main ship and one month later in June 1958 we arrived in Sydney. So remember we left 

Egypt in December we went to Italy in December and we left Italy in may which was 

summer over there and we arrived in Australia in June which was winter so we experienced 

2 winters  

 

- Why and when did you leave Italy? 
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We came to Australia for hopes of a better future and to come to Australia which was a new 

young country so it was a toss-up between America and Australia and dad brother was here 

so we chose here. 

 

- Was there mass movement at that time- why? 

There were many people coming to Australia of course but a lot of them were going 

elsewhere, they were going back to Italy, going to Greece but there were many coming to 

Australia like us, friends and actually some of the other relatives who left around the same 

time as us, stayed in Italy, they were stuck in Italy for a few years, they had to serve the 

military service as it was compulsory.  

 

- What are the differences which you experienced between Egypt, Italy and Australia? 

The differences were that in Egypt we had to live in apartments and I remember one side of 

the road was all apartments but the opposite part of the road they were all we called them 

villa homes or cottage homes we have them here in Australia. And only the British and the 

Americans were living in those villas because they were better off, you see they were there 

to help with the economy, they were able to afford the villas. After the war, the British and 

the Americans and the French were the first to make a quick move and they were selling all 

their furniture and things and dad went and bought some of the stuff which we actually 

ended up brining some to Australia. So when we came to Australia we found that in 

Australia anyone could purchase a house of that standard in Egypt, it wasn’t just for the 

elite, and dad was smart enough at the time to save some money and bring some across 

with the help of the brother to transfer the money and put a deposit on a house which not 

many people were able to do. One of the other things was that toilets were outside in 

Australia but they were inside where we came from so we were surprised to find that at the 

first house in Naremburn. But with Italy, our aim was not to settle in Italy so it didn’t really 

matter, it was nice to see Italy as we hadn’t seen it before so it was beautiful to stay and see 

history and of course Australia was supposed to be our future, the land of opportunities and 

a new start and start a new life away from all the trouble we were going through. Of course 

there were good memories in Egypt but after the trouble it wasn’t safe. 

 

- Did you feel welcome in Italy and in Australia. What were the differences? 

It was a bit unsettling in both countries as in Italy they didn’t acknowledge us as being 

Italian but soon accepted us except for our accent because we were speaking the proper 

Italian whereas there were many dialects there especially in Bari. And they were speaking in 

a different tone that we were used to. So we spoke slightly different. In Australia we also 

had to adjust with communication and accents at the start although, my dad was much 

more fluent because he had been working with the Americans and the English. It took a bit 

of adjusting because you know we felt bit foreign and out of place. It was different but it 

was nice to see they houses and the roads and everything differently, it was a new 

environment it was nice to see. We were excited to see what was ahead.  
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- Did you experience any racism? 

Unfortunately yep, there was a great deal of that when we came to Australia and it was sad 

at the time because we didn’t think it would happen, we were regarded as being the same, 

coming from a country with a lot of Muslims and Arabs so we were different but we thought 

coming to Australia we thought we are all the same here, there’s no difference but we felt 

unfortunately a bit unsettled in being accepted because don’t forget thee was a time where 

there was a lot of Italians and a lot of Greeks settling and of course we were looking 

different, sounding different and our food was different and there was quite a bit of that 

and of course there was name calling which was nice at those times, the 2 main I remember 

was ‘wogs’ which now is supposed to be something funny that you watch on shows and 

people laugh at it so it was ‘wogs and daygos’ so that was the Italians and the Greeks so it 

was a bit sad. Of course there was a lot of good people but racism as really bad at the time 

so much so some members of the family changed their names to Anglo-Saxon to fit and be 

accepted. Luckily that changed over the years because there was another influx of migration 

of a different kind so there were more migrants coming but I’m talking about 62 years ago 

so there were more Italians and Greeks. so now I think it’s quite acceptable to be Italian and 

Greek, it’s quite nice but in those days you felt a bit ashamed. 

 

- Have you ever returned to Italy- why /why not? 

Mostly because of the financial burden and family commitments having life here but you 

never know what the future holds, hopefully might be able to go one day.  

 

- How do you define your identity? 

I’m a mixed bag of a salad but honestly I’ve always been proud of who I am I’ve been proud 

of being part Greek and part Italian and also being proud of where I was born, in Egypt 

because it had so much history attached to it, ancient history especially so I am really quite 

happy with who I am, to be living in Australia, no have a better life, that I wouldn’t of had in 

Egypt now everything has changed and I’m proud to have become a new Australian but I’m 

still proud of the blood of my ancestors that is still flowing in my veins. I still know some 

people who have come here and still have the bruises of the early days of racism and they 

don’t want to say where they come from. I am not ashamed of who I am. 

 

- Do you know many Italians In Australia- explain (newly arrived, came out same time) 

I couldn’t say, but I know that there were some friends on the same ship we were travelling 

on, some friends from Egypt but they disembarked somewhere else. There were friends in 

Sydney but over time we lost touch. I have had family that has come and settle here that I 

keep in touch with and there people from work who have come over who I keep in touch 

with. But no I don’t know, I just have friends that I have made and know some through the 

church.  
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- How do you manage to stay in touch with your culture/s of origin while living in 

Australia? 

I don’t know because our cultures were sort of different coming from Egypt they weren’t 

exactly as they would be in Italy as they would be in Greece because we sort of formulated 

in such a country but we somehow incorporated the Italian and a bit of the Greek cultures 

in the way of food, music some celebrations and of course adopting the Australian way of 

life so of course its adopting ways of these cultures in the Australian way of life and I know 

that things are not happening as they way that it used to at one time. I know we used to 

have big family gatherings together it would be a big celebration of all the families but as 

the older generation is fading away so it that culture because everyone seems to be busy 

these days and that’s the sad part about it because everyone is busy, but we try to do the 

best we can as long as we don’t lose that sense of identity as it enriches all of us. 

Interview 4  
 
- What is your name? 

My name is Dalila Ansalone 

 

- How old are you? 

I am 26 

- What is your background/nationality? 

I am Italian 

 

- Where do you live in Italy? 

In bologna in the north of Italy 

 

 

 

- What is your job? 

I recently graduated I have a master’s degree and bachelor and I’m starting to work in a 

company that deals with the medical field. So electronic devices in medical field 

 

- What is your position on immigration and tourism in Italy? 

I think that immigration here is a big problem because as you know we are very near Africa 

and the state that the country is in more difficulty now but the government in my opinion 

hasn’t dealt with the problem in the right way because we are having too much this kind of 

people and we don’t give them what they need so we are just telling them to come here 

because we are telling it and then we are a kind of prison for them because I think the most 

people that need to come here want to work, want to rebuild their life and we don’t have a 

way to make them work because here there is a problem with the economy so we let them 

come here but then we aren’t able to give them what they want so they are in a prison as I 
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said because they have to stay in this structures made for them and they don’t learn the 

language they don’t know how to do a job and we don’t have the right economy for dealing 

with this. 

 

- Have any aspects of authentic Italian culture been lost in your opinion? 

Yes because what is my dream is that the Italian culture continues to live but there are some 

parties here in Italy, I don’t know why that they want to speak about inclusion and want to 

speak about equity in a way that makes Italians and Italian culture look bad. So we are 

giving a lot but in a way that the Italian culture is damaged and I don’t know why. Why are 

we changing who we are for other. The others can stay but we can stay so it’s not a problem 

a combination or a plural living of cultures. They don’t want a really plurality of cultures 

because they put in danger the Italian culture.  

 

- Have any specific jobs been particularly impacted? Can you give examples 

I don’t think so. Tourists are our power and our strength Italy has a power in tourism so I 

think that we are working in a good way because we are trying to make more tourists come 

and we have a lot of small businesses, small activities or the economy of Italy is made by 

small activities and these small activities need tourism so we are working in a good way. We 

can do it better but we are working in a good way. And linked to the immigrants the 

problem is that as I said before, we are not working for them so the economy problem we 

are having right now have the difficulty to make Italians work. So if an Italian can’t work, 

how can an immigrant work. They say immigrants do jobs that Italians don’t want to do but 

it’s not true because a lot of Italians that want to work because they can do everything 

because when you don’t have to put food on a table you can do everything and you can’t 

and I’m not talking about just young generations. We are very difficult in finding a job, but 

also adults. There are a lot of people and with coronavirus there’s a second wave of this 

problem there are a lot of people who have lost their job so if our economic tissue is not ok, 

how can we make immigrants work, it’s impossible.  

 

- Have any of your close family or relatives been impacted? 

My city is very much, my city has a very big problem with immigration in that bologna in 

Italy is a model, but for me is not a model, because in Italy this way of thinking of the 

immigration is a model we have a problem with the security of the city because these 

immigrants that don’t know what to do, because we can’t make them do nothing, are just 

going around by the city and are doing illegal things and maybe I can understand what they 

do, they don’t know what to do, they don’t know our culture, they don’t know how Italy 

works. So they are in the street, the don’t know what to do and then they start to do 

robberies, they start to make problems so I don’t think it’s their fault. I think it is our fault 

because we can’t deal with them. But here in bologna it is a big problem because the streets 

are not safe because they aren’t controlled and episodes of illegal things such as aggression 

such as robbery are in very huge numbers so we are not in safety when we go out and as a 
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girl, I see it more because I am not free to go out at night without making attention at every 

step I make, it’s a problem. So my mother has a shop that deals with beauty and she is an 

hairdresser but then she also has a part that deals with the aesthetic and then she also sells 

clothes, so everything that deals with beauty. There are 3 types of clients and you said 

them, so there is tourists, they come here and come to the shop, there are clients that are 

Italian and live here in bologna and also there are immigrants that come, not that much but 

they come so it’s not the type of shop that you can go If you are a certain type of person. 

 

- What is being done to manage the influx of immigrants and tourists in Italy? 

Ok, in Italy we don’t have rules or  we don’t have rules or we don’t have certain actions we 

haven’t made the certain actions for tourists so they come and they enjoy Italy they enjoy 

the structures we have, hotels and cities to see and this is it, so we don’t have a particular 

policies for tourists. But I think we don’t need them because for tourism we are very 

hospital we are able to make tourists how to stay in Italy not just the government but we 

people. Yes we are very welcoming. If I have to say there are certain episodes where tourists 

don’t respect our rules so I don’t know, having a bath in Fontana di Trevi, somehow it 

happens but these are very rare cases, it’s not a problem, I think it happens in every country 

where tourists come. And for immigrants you said, and as I said before I think the 

government is not doing the right thing because we don’t have the capacity to deal with 

immigration. I think controls must be stricter, much stricter, and I think that we can’t, it’s 

sad to say but we can’t open our arms to everyone because we are not ok right now in Italy, 

we have big problems, we have big economic problems and if we have problems we can’t 

help others. When we are ok with our economic situation, why not, and now we are just 

doing the best. It’s been a problem we have been dealing with for ages, with the 

coronavirus the government said that we had to close all the frontiers but it’s a thing that 

every state is doing and with the kind of immigration we have I think it was  kind of a good 

way the ships that are coming here they are blocked. But the problem is that as you know 

there are so many little ships that are coming here they succeed in this and from now the 

news the media are not speaking about them and I’m curious to know what is the situation 

right now about immigration because we are we only know that there are 2 or 3 ships that 

have succeeded to come here but they don’t tell us how they will deal with the people that 

are here. 

 

- What do you think needs to be done? 

So I think as I said before I think that we don’t have the capacity to give to the immigrants 

what they want so I think, we are in Europe, so I think Europe and European union has not 

dealt with this problem with unity, so Europe cannot continue to say the immigrants go in a 

state and the state has to deal with the immigrants, we need a policy that can help the 

states that deal more with this problem because everyone know that immigrants are in 

Italy. It’s a geographic known, it’s close to Africa. So we are the country that is close to 

Africa so it is obvious they come here first and another thing that no one says is if you ask 
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immigrants where they want to go, they don’t say Italy, they say Germany, France they say 

united kingdom. They don’t want to stay here but they have to cross Italy to go there. It’s 

obvious this. So the problem is that when they put their foot on Italy, it’s a problem of 

Italian government, it’s not fair so I hope but I’m not that confident in this but I hope Europe 

finally makes an action with this because Italy can’t deal with this. You have to say the only 

way to deal with the problem is we close the boarders, we close the frontiers and then you 

go out but we are dealing with people, I know we are dealing with people. So you want to 

make the right thing you need to help them in their countries so that you solve the 

problems because you help them in their countries and community. I don’t think that 

everyone wants to go away from the city and the reality where they were born, they want 

to escape so what I think is right to do is make people have the condition not to escape. And 

working in their country and make them live a good life in their country.   

 

- Would you say there are any negative impacts of tourism? 

Ok so, I think that there’s a little space between make tourism be your power and the 

change your nature change your habits for the tourism and you said Venice, Venice is a 

great example because it’s one of the best cities in the world for tourism but there aren’t 

many people who live there so the venetians don’t want to live anymore there because it’s 

very chaotic, it is very sad. The mayor of Venice he is starting to make more policies for the 

citizens of Venice and this is a good thing because you don’t want to visit a fountain of a city 

lived only by tourists but I think that in this case this mayor is working in a good way. So he 

knows that tourism is the power of Venice but he is thinking of his citizens. But yes, it is a 

very hot case what you said, so the link between the difference between cultivate tourism 

and help citizens. 

 

- What do you think needs to be done to embrace the citizens and tourists and 

immigrants at the same time? 

I think that government and mayors and regions have to take care of their habitants, so they 

have to make attention to what they need, and I’m returning to the original fact I said we 

have to pay more attention to the economic field. A lot of businesses, a lot of industries are 

left alone and in this case it’s like a circle so we work in tourism field we work in the 

economic field and we don’t succeed in it because we have great problems. Tourists come 

and they don’t find what they want so you have to make the cities open to the tourism you 

have to give the tourists the best experience they can have but then you have to think about 

also the people. So make them live in the right way make them work in a good way and 

make them live their life in a proper way because there are a lot of people and 

entrepreneurs that steal their lives because they don’t know how to pay the people that 

work for them, they don’t know how to pay for the necessities that their family has. So if I 

have to make a picture of Italy right now, it is that we are a great nation, our power is 

tourism and these small businesses because we are made of small businesses but they are 

left alone and it is a big problem because the most businesses are thinking about selling 
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their companies to big ones. It is a big problem because if these people and this starts to 

occur in a big way you sell the country, because it is obvious that the big business they are 

going to manage, to control the little ones that sell their activities are strangers and foreign. 

They are from foreign countries the businesses that are buying, so I think if we go on like 

that we are ending up like Greece, so a great, great country that has lots of economic 

problems like us, because we have the same problems, and then Chinese came and bought 

all their ports, Chinese came and started to buy all their airports Germany came and started 

to buy their businesses and then they are a country without power because the foreigners 

are there and they control them because if you control the economy in this capitalistic 

world, you control economy, you control a country. 

 

- Do you think the Coronavirus precautions were fair? 

I think that people accepted the restrictions they were moved and they are moved by fear it 

is the fear that makes them do what the government says. But I also think that what the 

government needs to do is to make people feel in safety, make people think that the 

government is dealing with the problem for me. And this didn’t happen so people are at 

home because they are feared and because they are not sure what the government is doing 

so they say if I’m not sure what they are doing I’m staying home and this is a problem, and I 

think every restriction that has been made, every rule that has been made is very confusing 

so a lot of people don’t know what to do. So right now there is this famous phase 2 people 

can visit their loved ones in Italian the word is ‘congunti’ so it’s a way to say that your 

emotionally linked with these people. They firstly said that it was just boyfriends, girlfriends 

and things like that and then they said it was also friends but then they said not friends so I 

don’t know, if I want to visit my boyfriend I’m not sure if I can do it because it depends on 

the day on the hour we don’t know what to do. What we think and we are starting to get 

angry is that we want to go to work we want to we don’t want to risk our lives I always say 

something very strong which is if we go on with this people will start not to be dead from 

coronavirus but from anger, because there are a lot, a lot of people that are losing their jobs 

that cannot feed their children and people are going to be angry. There are these days lots 

of protests they are going on the squares and are protesting their anger, so this is a problem 

because the state gives them amend of 400 euros and says they have to come back to their 

homes, people are angry and if people are starting to be angry this is a big problem. 

 

- Why do you think Coronavirus is as bad as it is in Italy and do you think tourism and 

immigration plays a part? 

So I think there are multiple reasons, and one of them is tourism so as you said, one tourist 

came from Wuhan but the other fact is that there was and there is so much confusion about 

coronavirus so we were thinking about what to do, we are talking about December and the 

prime minister said we were ready for it and then as you said you see it was not like that. 

We had not real and strict information and the other problem is that there were a lot of 

people and lot of people that had political positions so I think of the mayor of Milan when 
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coronavirus proceeded to grow and then started to increase the number of affected of 

coronavirus he made these 2 days in Milan called hug a Chinese. So from the first moment I 

didn’t think that Chinese were the problem they were not a problem as the Chinese they 

were a problem if they came here with the coronavirus it was not ethnical problem but then 

the policies started to say if you say that you an enemy of the Chinese, it’s not that problem 

but what occurs is they hugged everyone, they didn’t pay attention to the problem, they 

didn’t make some policies with people that entered the state, I don’t say that you had to 

limit the entrance but you have to control so taking the temperature, so making them in 

isolation for 2 weeks, you solve the problem, but they didn’t do it, we ended with this 

problem of coronavirus we are the first state that was so touched by coronavirus, there’s 

another problem. I think that the first time made on the first place made transparency, so 

we said from the first moment the number of affected by the coronavirus. Others I think 

that had the same problem but they hide them, they said they said the reasons. So we had 

the problem I think it was of transparency. 

 

- Will coronavirus affect future restrictions to do with tourism and immigration? 

I hope there will be restrictions to tourism but I think this is the moment where we can 

cultivate local tourism. So Italians the sightsee Italy, I think that is the only way because 

there’s a simple act, the states dealt with the coronavirus emergency in a different way. And 

what I think is that, thinking of the United States. 500 thousand cases an American cannot 

come here, a tourists an American tourist cannot come here because they have another 

situation in their own state but I think that stopping in a total way tourism, tourism makes 

our economic situation in a bad, bad, bad situation. So what I hope is that we focus on local 

tourism, so Italians that start to know our country because in a lot of cases an Italian boy or 

girl hasn’t visited our country. I think that the state needs to give incentives, lots of incentive 

because we don’t have money so if we don’t have money we can’t be tourist in our country, 

but we will see, they are thinking about it I don’t know how it ends but we have to be quick 

because we are about to enter June so, the season is starting. 

 

- Would you say the main reason people leave Italy is for economic reasons? 

Yes of course, we, the Italians love their country, they love not only the food, it is that 

Italians love their state, they love their nation. All the people that leave Italy they leave it 

because they think they don’t have a future here. And I think that is the very defeat of the 

state. Italian people, your people are not seeing a future in your country, in their country so 

they leave, so it’s just economic reasons and people who decide to go in another country 

always suffer from this. It’s not a simple decision, so it’s just an economic reason, not 

others. Here people who graduate from university, the number of people who graduate 

from university is increasing but the problem is that lots and lots and lots of young ones 

can’t find a job and the people who find it are people who know some bosses or someone 

who can make them enter in a company so it’s a big problem because that gives the way to 

make young ones think that they have to leave and if you see the most people that leave 
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our country are under 35 years old it’s a big problem because as I said, you don’t build a 

future of your country. 

 

- Would you ever consider leaving Italy? Why?/Why Not? 

For now I didn’t think about it because I love too much Italy, but if I think about my future I 

think that growing my future here in Italy will be very difficult so I understand people who 

make the choice to go away because it is very difficult here so the bad thing is that you feel 

that you are alone, you feel that you are not helped and its very bad for a 20 year old who 

has thoughts to have a certain type of instruction. 

 

- What changes would you like to see happen in Italy to secure a better and more 

sustainable economy/ lifestyle/future? 

Here in Italy there is a big problem that has a name and its public administration, we have a 

huge public administration that makes lots of money and gravity round it, so I think that 

inverting this future is difficult because I think there are huge things to do and difficult 

things to do but I think that we can do it so the first thing I would say is increasing not 

increasing but starting to make people think they are not alone by giving them money. So 

help them help the businesses in the economic situation so allow them to have some kind of 

breath because they are drowning in taxes, there are so many taxes, so make taxes be less 

invasive in the economic field, in the businesses field because in that in Italy we there’s a 

problem that makes people think that the bosses are bad men who want just to make 

money, it’s not like that. I think that bosses, if they were able they would hire more people 

but they can’t because all the money they have are going into taxes. So if you make big 

policy in making the taxes be less invasive, you can make the economy more liquid, more 

fluid, you can make the economy turn in a good way, and then as we said before a lot of 

young people are leaving our country, you have to make specific policies for young 

generations, so make them study because here in Italy we don’t have a huge number of 

people who start university because they think that I’m studying more but it’s harder for me 

to find a job, no I’m going to do job without university so I think that the state needs to deal 

with this problem, make young generations study and make young generations be able to 

find work and as we know the only way to do it is dealing with the taxes problem and 

dealing with the amount of money we spend for things for the public administration have to 

be reconsidered. I think that we have the money, not that much but we can have it. 

 

- What countries do these young people go to 

The strange thing I don’t understand so, a dishwasher, we make an example it does it here 

in Italy, this kind of job but then goes to the united kingdom doing the same job. What I 

think is that they think that a dishwasher that goes in England doing the same job he thinks 

that maybe he has a better life in Italy. And this is more dangerous because he doesn’t go in 

a foreign country to do a different job, to open a different way to his life but e goes there 

doing the exact thing he was doing here so it’s a big problem because it is the problem that 
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in Italy, you not only can build your future but you are not happy doing what you’re doing. 

But I think, I saw other people my age that had more opportunities so they started in 

working in an office but then in one year two years they became managers. In Italy you can 

hope to be manager at 40 years, 50 years so everything is slow, kind of painful because you 

see that you age but you don’t grow up. 

 

- What is your role in Fratelli D’Italia? 

So I’m involved in the political battle because it is a great passion for me and what I’m trying 

to do it battle the condition of young people so for that I am in the national council of 

students so I’m trying to make the government put attention to the youngest ones, to 

people who want to build their future here. And from this in Fratelli D’Italia my party, I see 

that there’s the same, they think in the same way that I think, so they think we have a great 

economic problem and they think we need to change in a radical way and it’s for that that I 

think Fratelli D’Italia can make a difference. Here we are about the 14% of consensus and I 

think that we are growing because we are Lega, not in this way, Lega is a bit lost right now, 

but I think that Fratelli D’Italia is the only party that already has a receipt to escape this 

situation. We are in opposition, we are not in the government but we are one of the parties 

that doesn’t stop by saying this not going on what is wrong but is also saying we know what 

to do to make things right and in this economic field and the young ones are in a great 

attention from Fratelli D’Italia, as you know it’s a right wing party so all I said about Italy or 

our identity of Italian is has a strong consideration. I am terrified by the idea that we can 

lose who we are, I’m terrified and I think that in this case this party is dealing with it 
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Website – The Italian Diaspora 
 

The Italian Diaspora 
The Italian diaspora is one with a long and extensive history and provides one of the 

definitive immigration narratives in the world. It can be divided into three major stages. The 

first of which occurred during the unification of Italy, between 1861 and 1900. The second 

stage occurred in the first half of the 20th Century, bookended by the two World Wars. 

The third stage occurred in the aftermath of the Second World War. This was caused by a 

wealth of factors, mainly economic. The country was plagued by widespread poverty, which 

caused millions to seek a better life elsewhere. 

The onset of industrialisation in the latter half of the 19th Century also caused problems 

among a traditionally agricultural and rural country. In the latter waves, political instability 

caused by the rise of fascism and the outbreak of the Second World War left many 

disillusioned and seek new lives elsewhere. Most uniquely was the rise of organised crime, 

an issue which plagued Southern Italy in particular and caused droves of Italians to leave. 

The Italian diaspora scattered around the globe in an extended period of mass immigration. 

The Americas were overwhelmingly favoured with the United States being a significant hub. 

17 million consider themselves Italian Americans and they are amongst the most prevalent 

immigrant populations in the country. Other major centres in the Americas include 

Argentina, wherein over 60% of the population claims Italian ancestry. Brazil’s statistical 

information is notably ambiguous, but is believed to boast a considerable Italian population, 

particularly in the city of Sao Paolo. 

Northern European countries such as the United Kingdom, Germany and France also boast 

major Italian populations, as does Australia, particularly the city of Melbourne. As one of the 

largest and most widespread diasporas in the world, the Italian population’s story is long 

and complex, differing from country to country. It is important to break it down generally 

before delving into each individual country. 

The first wave of Italian immigration was triggered by the unification of Italy, a long and 

arduous process which took much of the 20th Century to complete. Even once the country 

had reunified, the ramifications were significant. At the time of its eventual unification, the 

population was a total of 24 million. Over the course of the first wave of immigration, 7 

million of the country’s population fled abroad, over 25% of the total. The majority of these 

immigrants hailed from the country’s North (2/3), while a sizeable minority hailed from the 
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South (1/3). Prior to Italy’s Unification, the countries were ruled by the feudal land system. 

This ensured a significant undertaking of the redistribution of land, which was poorly 

executed and left millions with insufficient allotments or none at all. Cities such as Naples 

were significantly weakened as it lost almost all of its political power, which encouraged 

many of its inhabitants to leave. The majority settled in nearby European countries although 

a significant minority sought out new opportunities in the Americas and Australia. 

The second wave of Italian immigration occurred at the beginning of the 20th Century and 

lasted up until the 1940’s. This is arguably the most significant of the three waves, peaking 

in the 1910’s. 9 million Italians in total, the majority of which hailed from the more rural, 

agricultural South, left for the Americas, settling primarily in the United States, Argentina 

and Brazil. Emigration reached a high point in 1913, during which 873,000 left the country 

for a new start abroad. Factors behind this immense mass migration were varied, and 

included political, social and economic reasons. The rise of fascism under dictator Benito 

Mussolini was a clear trigger. This alienated considerable swathes of the country’s 

population, already disillusioned by the economic distress that had gripped the country in 

the wake of the First World War. As the fascist government consolidated control, 1.5 million 

fled abroad. As it tightened its grip, emigration was effectively halted due to restrictions in 

policy. To put in perspective the scale of Italian immigration during these two periods, it is 

believed that a total of 40 million Europeans fled for abroad, 16 million (40%) of which were 

Italian. 

The third major wave, as was the case with many countries around the world, occurred in 

the wake of the Second World War. With fascism toppled with the ousting and execution of 

Mussolini, the scars of years of war, poverty and oppression were too much to bare for 

many, who instead opted to start again overseas. Large parts of Italy were left devastated 

by the conflict in the Second World War, prompting many to relocate overseas out of 

necessity. 

The Italian diaspora in the United States is one of the latter countries most prevalent and 

ubiquitous immigrant populations. It has spread throughout the country, with most urban 

centres claiming a large Italian population. 

Italian-American is very much a singular cultural identity of its own, with unique customs. 

Italian mass immigration occurred during the first two phases of Italian emigration, peaking 

around the late 19th Century/early 20th Century. New York City, a metropolis very much 

symbolic of the American Dream, was the most significant destination for Italian immigrants 

to the United States, with a ‘Little Italy’ neighbourhood quickly popping up in Lower 

Manhattan. Despite the implementation of restrictive immigration policies in the 1920’s, 

the Italian community of New York continued to grow and assimilate well into the city life, 

throughout the working and upper classes. Other cities with significant Italian populations 
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include Philadelphia, Boston, Newark, Providence, Chicago, San Francisco and Los Angeles. 

While the North-eastern United States boasts the largest community, it is ubiquitous 

throughout the country and has left a massive cultural imprint. 

Argentina 

The Italian community of Argentina is equally massive albeit lesser-known outside the 

country. Italian communities in Argentina date back to as early as the late 18th Century. It 

exploded, as was the case with all Italian immigration to the Americas at the turn of the 

20th Century. Between 1880 and 1920 it is estimated that 2 million Italians settled in the 

country due to domestic discord at home. Buenos Aires, the country’s capital city, quickly 

became a major Italian hub, with a quarter of the population being of Italian birth by 1914. 

The population skewed heavily male and generally hailed from agricultural backgrounds. 

In the wake of the First World War, immigration halted, particularly as fascism took root and 

froze emigration. It was not until the aftermath of the Second World War when Italian 

immigration to Argentina began again in large numbers due to the devastation wrought 

upon the country. Due to the pre-existing community in Argentina, the country proved to be 

major draw for Italians looking for a new start abroad. It is believed that nearly 400,000 

Italians arrived in Argentina in the decade after the war. Immigration to Argentina gradually 

lowered as Italy underwent a major economic revival in the 1950’s and 1960’s but the 

community remains intact today and a major part of the country’s multicultural identity. 

Brazil 

Brazil is another major hub of Italian immigration, but the specific numbers are notably 

difficult to estimate and change from source to source. The Italian government believes that 

there are over 30 million Brazilians of Italian descent today. As Italy sank deep into crisis 

following the difficult unification process, Brazil became a popular destination. Having 

banned transatlantic slavery following external pressure from the British, Brazil struggled to 

adapt to the new labour shortage. Despite a large racist, eugenicist lobby in the higher 

echelons of Brazilian government, they conceded the need to rely on immigration to 

stimulate the flagging economy. 

These two events coincided and facilitated a large wave of Italian immigration to Brazil 

towards the end of the 19th Century. Italian colonies were established, with the first wave 

of immigrants mainly hailing from the North. They were initially mistreated, which caused a 

brief halt of immigration rates. Between 1902 and 1920, over 300,000 Italians settled in 

Brazil, far less than in the United States and Argentina. The removal of subsidies was a 

factor as was the publication of Italians’ mistreatment in Brazil. Immigrants suffered under 
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the lack of labour laws and were effectively slaves working in large-scale farms known as 

latifundias. 

Despite this, the population gradually assimilated over time and overcame mistreatment. 

Italians became well-known for achieving considerable success throughout the country. The 

population is widely dispersed throughout the city, with Sao Paolo being the major hub. The 

city is home to the second-largest Italian population outside of Rome. Belo Horizonte is also 

a major hub, with 30% of its population being of Italian descent. Italian immigrants played a 

hugely significant role in the industrialisation of Brazilian cities and remain one of the most 

prevalent yet well-assimilated minorities in the country. 

The Italian diaspora has a lengthy and sometimes confusing narrative, which is a testament 

to just how widespread it is. Throughout the Americas and elsewhere, the Italian immigrant 

story is one of the most successful in history, an example of finding a new life elsewhere 

whilst retaining your roots. The community is widely scattered around the world and its 

culture has been readily embraced over time throughout. Its immensely popular cuisine and 

the variants of it which exist throughout the world, are symbolic of its success. 

Media Article – The New York Times 
 

North-South Divide in Italy: A Problem for Europe, Too 
 

As the capital of a province with an unemployment rate of 33 percent, the highest in Italy, 

the last thing Crotone needed was the recent flash floods that knocked out its bridges, 

flooded its basements with mud and shut down its few remaining factories. Damage was 

estimated at $300 million. 

But Crotone, at the bottom of the Italian boot where the isolated region of Calabria faces 

the Ionian Sea, has hopes that the latest natural disaster could bring it what it craves most: 

more assistance from Rome. This time, however, officials here say they are determined to 

avoid the kind of squandering of public money for which southern regions like this became 

famous. 

''With this misfortune, God has given the political class the chance to redeem itself,'' said 

Gaetano Grillo, the Mayor of Crotone, a forlorn shadow of the port founded by the Greeks 

in the eighth century B.C. 

After World War II, in an attempt to develop the Mezzogiorno, the region that starts south 

of Rome and ends in Sicily, the Italian Government sent billions of dollars southward for 

ambitious public works projects. But instead of spurring development, the Cassa per il 

Mezzogiorno, as the fund was known, succeeded best at spawning more corruption and 
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mismanagement. Many of the jobs it created had evaporated by 1993, when the fund was 

shut down under a cascade of scandals. 

That wastefulness -- and the culture of dependence and passivity it encouraged -- has only 

spurred resentment in Italy's rich north, helping fan a secessionist movement led by 

Umberto Bossi, who regularly insults the south and southerners. 

Now, many say, the divide between north and south -- the curse of Italian unity since the 

nation was formed in 1870 -- has never been greater. And that split augurs ill for Italy as a 

whole as it tries to put its financial house in order, seeking to be among the first countries to 

adopt a common European currency in 1999. 

''The problem of the Mezzogiorno is not just an Italian problem but a European problem,'' 

Carlo Azeglio Ciampi, Italy's current Treasury Minister and former Prime Minister, wrote in a 

preface to a recent book on Europe's unemployment crisis. 

The economic gap between the rich industrialized north and the poor, more agrarian south 

has widened in recent years. Unemployment in the south as a whole has gone from 18.7 

percent in 1993 to 21.4 percent in July 1996, while joblessness in northern Italy at midyear 

was only about 6.2 percent. 

Other statistics collected by Svimez, a state-run research institute specializing on the 

Mezzogiorno, show that the average southerner spends 68 percent of what a northerner 

spends, while investment in the south is 55 percent of what it is in the north. 

On most statistical breakdowns, Calabria -- a region cut off by rugged mountains and a 

mostly undeveloped coastline, its population drained by a century of emigration -- tends to 

come in last place. In one recent article, it was called the ''rear light of the Italian economy.'' 

''The idea of two Italys was not invented by Bossi,'' said Mariano Lombardi, the chief anti-

Mafia prosecutor for the region. ''It is a reality. In the north you see one factory per 

kilometer. Here you can travel for 100 kilometers and not see one chimney stack.'' 

$2.6 Billion in Aid Adds Up to Failure 

Attempts by successive Italian governments to prop up the economy here are now regarded 

locally as a giant failure. Calabria, a region with a population of barely two million, received 

$2.56 billion from the Cassa per il Mezzogiorno from 1988 to 1993. Today its landscape is 

littered with the results: bits of unfinished highways with cloverleaf interchanges that go 

nowhere, hospitals that never opened, factories that never started hiring. 

''Before, the system was based on handouts, and it created a sore wound whose 

consequences we still feel,'' said Francesco Nistico, the recently elected president of the 

Calabria region. ''We should have tried to give incentives to small and medium businesses 

rather than just accepting welfare.'' 

The reasons for Calabria's economic backwardness are deep and old, traceable to a history 

marked by a succession of foreign invasions, and by the feudal order of the Kingdom of the 

Two Sicilys that ruled the region until it was forcibly brought into a united Italy. Some of this 

legacy is evident today, like the lawlessness that still reigns in some isolated mountainous 

areas, much as it did when bands of brigands were fighting the Italian Army. 
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There was a time when Crotone was a ''happy island'' within Calabria's somnolent economy, 

local industrialists say. In the 1920's, several major investors, including the French 

Rothschilds, came to town, building up chemical, lumber and mineral-processing industries, 

taking advantage of the region's cheap energy and cheap labor. Here, unlike the rest of 

Calabria, the old Communist Party grew big enough to challenge the regional dominance of 

Italy's governing Christian Democrats. 

Air of Prosperity Masks Depression 

Trouble began in the 1960's, when the state began to take over the local industries. Its 

managers failed to anticipate certain market developments, like a downturn in the 

international fertilizer market, and, by the 1980's, jobs here began to disappear. 

A recent effort to lure new investors with a package of tax incentives and subsidies may now 

be derailed by the emergency created by the floods, which some fear will drain off the 

public money. 

''Now if the money that the Government set aside doesn't come quickly and is not directed 

where it is needed most, it will thwart all our previous efforts,'' said Francesco Sulla, a local 

official of the formerly Communist-led national union. ''We should use the disaster to start 

from scratch, rather than just rebuild the old model.'' 

But there is a curious aspect to the economic misery in Crotone: by northern European or 

American standards, it does not look like a town in the grips of depression. The outskirts are 

a bit shabby, but the center is full of shops, bars and restaurants. There are no empty 

storefronts, and the bands of young men whiling away the afternoon on the sidewalks do 

not seem particularly angry. 

Many here agree that people live better than the economic statistics suggest. One reason is 

the tendency of young people to stay at home and continue to be supported by their 

parents. Another is a large black market that runs the gamut of illegal activity, as well as 

jobs simply never reported to the tax authorities. 

Yet another explanation are the state pensions, disability checks, maternity benefits and the 

other elements of the intricate, overlapping safety net that is at the heart of Italy's lax and 

haphazard welfare state. Some of this is changing now that the central Government -- 

squeezed by the rigors of the tight money policies dictated by the common European 

currency -- has started to cut back on early retirement and check the validity of disability 

claims. 

''Before, the situation was tolerated, even encouraged by the Government,'' Mr. Sulla said. 

''You can't tell me that they didn't notice that they were giving out an awful lot of pensions. 

Now doctors are being careful about issuing certificates of disability. Before, it was a welfare 

sate, now no longer.'' 

But with big state projects winding down, even the underground economy has begun to 

suffer. Emigration -- once the classic safety valve for Calabrians, whose numbers outside the 

region now number four million -- has slowed. And with increasing regularity, citizens in this 

region -- here and in the streets of Catanzaro and depressed towns like San Giovanni in 

Fiore -- have begun taking to the streets to protest a worsening economic picture. 
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Lack of Faith in State Is a Basic Problem 

And yet, with a fatalism that is characteristic of the south, many here wonder if there will 

ever be a solution to the region's chronic problems. ''Here we have the culture of survival or 

the culture of tears -- we are continuously crying -- we fix problems as they come, but we 

don't plan ahead,'' said Archbishop Giuseppe Agostino of Crotone and Santa Severina. 

Perhaps the biggest problem in the south is the tenuous authority of the state, and the 

consequent lack of trust among the citizens. 

''The southerner has never seen the representatives of the state as someone to have faith 

in,'' said Mariano Lombardi, the chief anti-Mafia prosecutor in the Calabrian city of 

Catanzaro. ''The Calabrians are even more closed than the Sicilians -- in part because they 

are afraid of greater repercussions, in part because they have no faith in institutions.'' 

The culture of silence is still mostly intact here. When local prosecutors, alarmed by the 

growing role of loan sharks among small businessmen, opened a 24-hour telephone line, 

promising callers total anonymity, the response was ''perfect silence,'' Mr. Lombardi said. 

''No one has ever called.'' 

The political convulsions that racked Italy in recent years -- the corruption scandals, the 

collapse of old political parties, the emergence of new forces on both the center-left and the 

center-right -- reached Calabria, but only tangentially. Here there was no cleansing of the 

political class: people mostly just switched party labels and few politicians have faced 

corruption charges. 

''Confession in Calabria has never existed,'' Mr. Lombardi said. ''Only if you get caught with 

your hands in the cookie jar do you speak. No one ever comes forward voluntarily.'' 

Local Mafia Retains Its Hold on Power 

And while Italy's war against organized crime has had successes in this region, the local 

Mafia, known as the 'Ndrangheta, has lost little of its local power. Prosecutors in Calabria 

have seen few of the high-level collaborators who in Sicily have brought down top Mafia 

bosses, and although some top Mafiosi have been tried and jailed, their influence -- 

particularly their pressure on local businesses and contractors to pay ''contributions'' -- has 

never really let up, Mr. Lombardi said. 

''A company that comes to build in Calabria knows beforehand that they'll have to pay 

something to work in a specific territory,'' he said. ''We have been successful in many cases 

in stopping the phenomenon but it isn't over yet, and so investment is still difficult.'' 

People here say they have too many problems to give much thought to Mr. Bossi's tirades 

against the south -- even though they may even privately agree with some of the complaints 

he makes about the south and its ways. 

''Calabria is 1,200 kilometers from Padania,'' the name adopted for Mr. Bossi's mythical 

state, Mr. Lombardi said. ''If you were to go into some of our smaller villages here, you 

would find yourself immersed in the Middle Ages. For them the problem of Padania doesn't 

exist at all except as a spectacle they see on television. People here have too many 

problems.'' 
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Report – Chinese Migration to Europe 
Chinese Migration to the New Europe: The Case of Prato 

 

Introduction 

Through an analysis of Chinese migration to Europe, this edited volume examines the most 

pressing migration and integration issues facing many societies across the world today. 

These issues include the political, policy, and leadership challenges of managing the 

increasing mobility of diverse peoples which confront all tiers of government (including at 

the supra-and transnational levels) as well as the more local and private concerns of 

communities, families, and individuals surrounding life goals, identity, and belonging. In 

addition to broader discussions in the chapters on the United Kingdom, France, and Italy, 

the book spotlights what is arguably one of the most extraordinary places in terms of 

Chinese migration in Europe right now: the city of Prato in Italy, just 20 km from Florence in 

the region of Tuscany. Prato is now home to one of the largest populations of Chinese 

residents (as a proportion of population) in Europe, a phenomenon that is remarkable not 

only for its magnitude, but also for the speed with which it has developed (Latham & Wu, 

2013, p. 49). In the introduction to the pioneering work on Chinese in Europe published in 

1998, Pieke comments on the relative invisibility of Chinese migrants (p. 15). A quarter of a 

century later, they have become highly visible in certain places in Europe. Of the more than 

100 migrant groups present in Prato today, Chinese are by far the group that is considered 

most ‘other’ (Raffaetà, Baldassar, & Harris, 2015). According to local government statistics 

based on registered residents, as at 31 December 2013, there were 16,182 China-born 

residents in the city of Prato, which represents 8.45 per cent of the total population of 

191,424 (Ufficio Statistica, Comune di Prato, 2013). Including these Chinese, there were 

34,225 foreign-born residents making up 17.88 per cent of the total population (Chinese 

represent 47.28 per cent of the foreign-born). Table 1.1 shows the numbers of documented 

immigrants from the top five sending countries (China, Albania, Romania, Pakistan, and 

Morocco) residing in Prato in 2013, but these figures are broadly understood as 

underestimates as migrants can easily fall in and out of ‘legal’ status because stay permits 

are contingent on employment, which for many is intermittent at best (Ambrosini, 2014; 

Riccio, 2014). Sambo (2013, p. 110) also draws on statistical data from the local government 

to show the dramatic rate of growth in the number of China-born registered residents in 

Prato: in 1990 there were just 500, in 2000 there were more than 4,000, and in 2010 there 

were almost 12,000. A recent European Union (EU) report refers to estimates which put the 

actual Chinese population in Prato at between 30,000 and 40,000 (Latham & Wu, 2013, p. 

35), about twice the official figure. The ‘invisibility’ of Chinese in Europe reported by Pieke 

(1998) was in no small measure linked to the political context of postwar Europe in which, 

again according to Pieke (p. 13), ‘Chinese immigrants suffered negligible racial 

discrimination, had ample business opportunities, faced only limited competition from 

other groups, and could rely on extensive government services open to all’. This is a starkly 
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different scenario from that of the Europe of today. In just two decades of (albeit relatively 

significant) Chinese immigration, Prato has transformed into a, mostly uneasy, multicultural 

society with a growing community of locally born, second-generation migrants who are 

challenging the dominant discourses of Italian – and European – identity and culture.  

Not surprisingly, claims to citizenship, particularly for the second generation, have become 

particularly fraught (Colombo, Domaneschi, & Marchetti, 2011). A number of commentators 

have highlighted that several EU member states, including Italy, have responded to the 

challenges presented by immigrant integration by introducing more restrictive immigration 

and citizenship measures. In this context, citizenship is used as a tool to limit immigration 

rather than as a tool to encourage integration (cf. Zincone, 2006). This has given rise to a 

‘Fortress Europe’ approach to immigration policy and claims that multiculturalism has failed 

(Furedi, 2005). Indeed, the case of Prato represents a kind of litmus test for the possibilities 

and challenges of global mobility and immigrant incorporation in contemporary receiving 

societies. Using a mix of social science approaches, this book documents the social, 

economic, and political upheaval that often accompanies significant population movements, 

particularly when they occur over a relatively short space of time and during periods of 

economic crisis (Higley, Nieuwenhuysen, & Neerup, 2011). The aim of this chapter is to 

provide a succinct overview of the various issues that are important to all of the chapters 

that comprise this volume. We begin with a summary of Chinese migration to Europe in 

general to provide the necessary context for the more detailed and focused case studies 

that follow. This historical discussion is further deepened in Part I of the book, which 

includes chapters on France, the UK, and Italy.  

 

Historical Context 

Historical context Any discussion of Chinese migration to the new Europe requires an 

understanding of the history of Chinese migration to Europe more generally within the 

context of the broader Chinese diaspora. Benton and Gomez (2014, p. 1157) have written 

recently about the rise of Sinophobia and anti-minority sentiment more generally. They 

argue that Chinese communities are an appropriate focus for the analysis of these growing 

anti-migration rhetoric given their spread ‘across more countries of many different sorts 

and, initially, different colonial regimes’ as well as the social, ethnic, and generational 

diversity of these different waves, which ‘meet and interact more than in comparable 

communities’. Furthermore, contemporary global politics about the ‘rise of China’ make it a 

major social and economic issue for certain countries (including Italy), in which, as Benton 

and Gomez (2014, p. 1158) argue, it is seen as overwhelmingly negative: In the developed 

world, particularly in Southern and Eastern Europe, and in the developing world, the 

perception that Chinese dominate  
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Report – Tourism in Italy 
 

Tourism in Italy: benefits, responsibilities and problems 
Italy is a diverse and intriguing country, which travellers and visitors from all over the world 
have always chosen to take part in a wonderful cultural experience. 
 
With more than 46.1 million tourists a year, Italy is the fifth most visited country in the 
world, after France (79.5 million), The United States (62.3 million), China (57.6) and Spain 
(56.7 million). People mainly visit Italy for its rich art, cuisine (the most famous Italian dishes 
are spaghetti and pizza, but every corner of this country has a traditional dish), history, 
fashion and culture, its beautiful landscapes which are amazing wherever you go, and its 
ancient monuments. Italy also has more World Heritage Sites than any other country in the 
world. 
For these reasons, tourism is one of Italy's fastest growing and most profitable industrial 
sectors. 
 
Tourism in Italy is not new: people have visited Italy for centuries: in the Middle Ages a lot 
of pilgrims from Northern Europe visited Rome; then, in the 18th century, it became the 
natural destination for young European aristocrats who wanted to complete their education 
with the so-called “Grand Tour”. It is the native land of the Roman Empire and has always 
attracted thousands of travellers from all over the world.  
Some of the most popular cities in Italy are: Rome, which is the country’s cultural and 
religious centre with an average of 7-10 million tourists a year. The Colosseum and the 
Vatican Museums are the most visited places. Venice with its ancient palaces, art, world 
famous canals and handcraft because, on the nearby Island of Murano, you can find 
wonderful hand-blown glass.  
Other fascinating cities include:  
Florence, the city of the Renaissance;  
Genoa, one of the medieval maritime republics;  
Naples, one of the oldest cities of the western world, with a historic city centre that is a 
UNESCO World Heritage Site. It’s also near the famous volcano Vesuvius and the ruins of the 
ancient Roman towns of Pompeii and Ercolano.  
Pisa, another medieval maritime republic, is home to the world-famous Leaning Tower. 
Turin, the first capital of Italy, which maintains its aristocratic character in its wonderful 
palaces and was home to the 2006 Winter Olympics.  
Moreover, visitors to Italy will not only broaden their knowledge of art and history, but also 
enjoy Italy’s wonderful natural beauty: from the towering Alps in the North, crowded with 
people in every season of the year, to the fantastic large volcanic Island of Sicily in the 
south; from the lake district, a paradise for relaxation, to the busy seaside resorts on the 
coasts, which are popular with young people who especially love the lively nightlife these 
places can offer.  
 
 
Tourism is an important factor for Italy’s economy because it brings money and trade. This 
industry creates a lot of jobs in many different areas: hotels, restaurants, car rental 
agencies, travel agencies, transport, service stations, souvenir shops, sports equipment 
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rentals, and much more. Another benefit is investment in new infrastructure like ports, 
airports, motorways, or restoration of monuments, which can help to improve the living 
conditions of the residents, too.  
 
However, tourism can also create problems: it can attract thieves and encourage begging, 
especially in overcrowded places, near the most visited monuments of a city; it can also 
encourage illegal jobs, for example illegal tourist guides who are less expensive and for this 
reason are chosen by many tourists; it can reduce many cultural traditions, like the medieval 
festivals which can be found in the summer all over Italy, to simple tourist attractions, 
considering them easy occasions to earn more money.  
Tourism brings about a lot of environmental problems, too: air and road travels are 
polluting; trekkers in the Dolomites throw their litter as they go; too many new roads are 
built every year, spoiling the wonderful Italian countryside and increasing traffic and air 
pollution; new hotels or seaside resorts are built even near the most beautiful beaches of 
Sardinia or Tuscany to accommodate more and more tourists. Moreover, some fantastic 
natural spots are sold to millionaires from all over the world.  
Besides, most of our cultural sites are not respected by Italian and foreign tourists as well.  
I think this is mainly due to lack of education, lack of respect for our cultural heritage, and 
also lack of control. For example, the beautiful Pompeii is polluted by the waste and the 
misbehaviour of some of its visitors. Having seen this site with my own eyes, I can say that 
many visitors don’t care about the frailty of the place which is thousands of years old. They 
take photos where it’s strictly prohibited, for reasons of protection and preservation of 
important pictures, they touch the frescoes, or walk on short walls where it is forbidden, or 
even take small archaeological finds as souvenirs. Another problem caused by tourism in 
Italy is related to the presence of huge cruise ships in Venice, which ruin the bottom of the 
lagoon and can be very dangerous to the city itself if something goes wrong.  
 
Fortunately, after some demonstrations of residents and tourists, a law has been passed 
lately to forbid the access of these ships in the Canal Grande. I believe that education plays 
an important role to decrease the problems and to increase the benefits brought about by 
tourism. In Italy we all should take care of our enormous heritage and should teach the new 
generations to love and appreciate what our ancestors have left us. Obviously, the 
government has a great responsibility in the management of all this richness. It should 
invest more and more money in the restoration and maintenance of the most important 
treasures of art and in the training of museum staff who sometimes don’t even speak a 
foreign language and can’t help tourists. This could help our country to become more 
competitive among other tourist destinations in the world. The government should also 
constantly monitor our tourist destinations, especially in southern Italy, so as not to leave 
this major industry in the hands of criminals or disgruntled mayors, who destroy our 
wonderful landscape in exchange for great amount of money.  
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Media Article – The Conversation 
 

When politicians turn immigration into a ‘crisis,’ they hurt their 
own people 
 
A massive influx of immigrants on the southern border led to record numbers of people 
entering the country without legal permission, record numbers of migrant deaths and 
the criminalization of humanitarian workers and activists who assist migrants. Residents 
have also experienced chronic stress and uncertainty, eroding their sense of security and 
well-being. 
This isn’t the United States. It’s Italy – specifically the island of Sicily, where political 
restrictions on immigration are also controversial, and are taking their toll on local residents 
as well as immigrants. 
In recent years, many people have left the Middle East and parts of Africa, seeking refuge 
from political and social instability and the possibility of more prosperous lives in Europe. 
Sicily is a common point of arrival, as it is a relatively short boat trip from North Africa. 
However, it is also a highly dangerous crossing, with more than 15,000 migrant deaths 
recorded since 2013. 
 
Immigration restrictions harm residents 
In response to the influx, politicians in Italy and across Europe have expressed concern 
about the number of migrants and refugees. In 2018, they voted in favour of then-Interior 
Minister Matteo Salvini’s “security decree,” a restrictive policy that seeks to deter more 
immigrants from coming and limit the freedom to stay of those who have already arrived. 
The security decree significantly decreased funding to hundreds of migrant reception 
centres, forcing most to implement widespread layoffs or close entirely, and eliminated 
most forms of humanitarian protection for asylum-seekers. 
My research, which has examined community responses to immigration in Sicily, has found 
that these policies don’t do much to affect the flow of immigrants, but they do hurt the 
Sicilians living in the communities where migrants first arrive. A common refrain among 
island residents is that “Italy and the EU have abandoned Sicily,” especially by withholding 
financial resources in responding to migration. 
Since early November 2019, Italians have taken to the streets and public piazzas to proclaim 
their support for human rights and their objections to restrictive immigration policies. In 
particular, they protested against the political rise of Salvini, an anti-immigrant nationalist 
from northern Italy and leader of a far-right party. 
European and Italian leaders – as well as mainstream Italian media outlets – often describe 
migration as a “crisis” or humanitarian “emergency” that they perceive to threaten various 
aspects of European society. Yet my research has found that the people who live in the 
communities receiving migrants in Sicily, and elsewhere in southern Europe, view their 
situation with much more nuance. Friends and research collaborators remind me that the 
island has always been a “melting pot,” “receiving migrants for centuries.” 
People here frequently regale me with examples of how they share much more with North 
Africa in terms of their identity than they do with the rest of Italy. As one non-profit director 
explained to me, “We do not want to police those arriving and serve as the border guard for 
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Europe.” And, as Palermo’s mayor, Leoluca Orlando, recently told a crowd in Berlin while 
referring to his own city’s policy of welcoming migrants, “The only way to ensure security is 
to respect human rights.” 
 
Building a community-wide response 
Migration into Sicily from the Middle East and Africa has ebbed and flowed over the past 
two decades. 
Each time there is an influx, local communities have to organize to respond, including 
preparing search-and-rescue efforts to find migrants whose boats are in bad repair or have 
sunk, and to help the people when they arrive on land. 
Since the 2008 global financial crisis, the youth unemployment rate in Sicily has exceeded 
40%. Many young Sicilians I spoke with had been relieved to find jobs as humanitarian 
workers, translators, administrative staff and legal advocates helping to respond to the 
migrant influx that really picked up in 2011. They helped arriving migrants off the boats and 
gave them medical care. They processed individuals as they disembarked by recording their 
details and initiating applications for immigration status. And they took them to shelters 
where they could eat and sleep while awaiting decisions on their asylum or refugee 
applications. 
 
Layoffs, disconnection and confusion 

When Salvini, then the interior minister, banned migrants from coming ashore in 
Italy starting in 2018, government spending for migrant intake plummeted. Reception 
centres across Sicily closed. Thousands of logistical and humanitarian workers lost their jobs. 

A reception centre worker I first met in 2017 was visibly distressed when I visited her in 
2019 as she explained how budget cuts and changes to Italy’s immigration policies had led 
to layoffs among her co-workers and increased responsibility and pressure in her own 
position. Like many social and assistance workers in Italy’s migrant reception system, she 
was struggling with chronic stress and depression and did not think she could continue in 
her job much longer. 

Now that Salvini is out of office, migrants are arriving in Sicily again. The people and systems 
and processes that had been set up to help them have to be rebuilt, mostly from scratch. 
This scramble to organize people and supplies creates a crisis for local residents as they 
must coordinate agencies and volunteers to receive migrants at port, identify options for 
transportation and housing, and locate and petition for the financial resources to sustain 
these activities. 
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Website – Over tourism in Venice 
 

OVERTOURISM IN VENICE 
Though still proudly known as La Serenissima, ‘the most serene’, Venice on a typical day is 

anything but. Over tourism is a major issue here. Once a thriving city, home to a large and 

proud population of Venetians and visited by writers, intellectuals and artists hungry for 

culture, Venice is now swamped by day trippers, who far outnumber overnight visitors and 

local residents. 

 

What’s behind over tourism in Venice? 

Over tourism boils down to the simple fact of too many people visiting the same place at the 

same time and Venice is, sadly, a prime example. Some 20 million visitors flood in each year; 

on its busiest days, around 120,000 people visit this city which is home to just 55,000 

permanent residents. Many of these tourists stick to the famous landmarks – the Rialto 

Bridge, St Mark’s Square – further concentrating numbers into a tiny footprint. This 

damages Venice’s fragile buildings, strains its infrastructure, inhibits local people from going 

about their business and, frankly, makes for a woeful visitor experience, too. Nobody 

benefits, not even the tourists. 

 

The reasons behind over tourism in Venice are complex and manifold, and you can read 

more about the over tourism phenomenon here. Many of the same issues crop up in Venice 

as in Barcelona, Reykjavik or Dubrovnik – the rapid growth of low cost aviation, cruise ships 

and peer-to-peer home sharing platforms are all guilty parties. The rise of the day tripper is 

a huge problem, too. Ironically, no one seems to dedicate time to seeing this timeless city. 

Of the 20 million people who come to Venice each year, only half sleep here, which is why 

hotel stays have dropped by two thirds over the past 25 years. Many have poured off a 

cruise ship – on some days as many as 44,000 cruise passengers come to the city – or are on 

a whirlwind tour of Italy. Some stay for just a few hours, see little, buy a few trinkets and 

leave. They bring no economic benefit to the city in this way. 
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Cruise ship in Venice canal 

 

Those that do stay for a night or two may also be contributing to Venice’s problems. 

Property prices are sky high, with owners converting what could be family homes and lower 

income rentals into lucrative holiday accommodation. It’s driving up the cost of housing and 

means only the very wealthy can afford to live here. 

 

Over tourism’s impact on Venice 

Obviously, life for those remaining local residents is impaired by this influx of day trippers 

and tourists. On any given day, they are forced to negotiate crowds and put up with noisy 

wheelie suitcases, selfie sticks and often disrespectful behaviour – swimming in canals, 

picnicking on bridges – as they try to go about their daily lives. They see the city they love 

being littered; they watch vast cruise ships chug up and down the Giudecca Canal four or 

five times a day, emitting fumes before disgorging thousands of people; and they reflect on 

how the artisan spirit of the city has been eroded. 

 

Over tourism’s impact stretches way beyond quality of life, though. With time, over tourism 

changes the balance of economic incentives for a whole range of businesses that are 

important in defining the character of a city. The food, the goods in shops, even the music 

being played in bars all lean towards the tourist taste, and increasingly fail to cater for local 

people. 

 

It also becomes difficult to find work in any field outside of tourism. And what do you find 

when poor employment opportunities, the rising cost of living, transport and property, and 

a reduced quality of life combine? Depopulation. Venice has become too expensive, too 

impractical and just too much of a tourist theme park for most residents to be able to stay. 

Three decades ago, more than 120,000 people called Venice home. Today, there are 55,000. 

By 2030, some demographers predict, there could be no more fulltime residents. According 

to Jonathan Keates, chairman of Venice in Peril, if the population falls below 40,000, Venice 

will not be a viable, living city any longer. 

 

What is being done? 

In response to local anger, fears over pollution and damage to historical infrastructure, an 

Italian government committee ruled in 2017 that cruise ships over 55,000 tonnes will be 

banned from entering St Mark’s Basin and the Giudecca Canal from 2021. Rather than 

docking in the historic centre of the city, they will have to dock in Marghera on the 

mainland. 

 

The Mayor of Venice, Luigi Brugnaro, has also introduced new and controversial plans for 

controlling visitor numbers. In April 2018, he announced a system of segregation, whereby 

access to popular sites such as the Rialto and St Mark’s Square will be controlled if crowds 
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become too great, with tourists diverted along alternative routes and only local and 

business people allowed to use the most popular thoroughfares. In addition, any tourists 

arriving by car via the Ponta della Liberta from the mainland could be turned away if they 

don’t have pre-booked parking. The mayor authorised fines of €500 for noisy, wheeled 

suitcases being used in the historic centre, as well as fines for littering and loitering on 

bridges, swimming in canals, wearing swimwear while sightseeing and picnicking in public 

areas. 

 

Despite anti-tourist demonstrations in summer 2017, the mayor’s announcements were not 

welcomed by everyone. Protesters dismantled turnstiles designed to separate locals from 

tourists a day after they were erected, chanting “Free Venice”. Protester Marco Baravalle 

said in a video posted on social media: “We refuse the idea of having checkpoints to get into 

the city. We own our city. It’s not the mayor who owns the city. It’s not the police or the 

tourists either.” 

 
Anti-tourist graffiti in Venice 
 

Over tourism is not a new problem in Venice. UNESCO has frequently flagged up the 
damage being done to this World Heritage Site. Back in 2014 it told Italy it had until 2016 to 
act, or plan effective action, on a list of concerns, including the absence of a sustainable 
tourism strategy and any kind of coordinated approach to everything that makes Venice a 
place of ‘outstanding universal value’. In 2017 UNESCO even threatened to put Venice on its 
list of sites in danger, a decision it has deferred until 2018. 
 
This failure to act exasperates many, including Responsible Travel’s CEO, Justin Francis: 
“How has this beautiful city ended up in this position? For decades tourism has been 
threatening Venice. They’ve found it impossible to confront the growth of tourists visiting 
from cruise ships or as Airbnb guests. Now we end up with segregation of tourists and local 
people. It seems it’s now official that Venice has been reduced to a theme park. Tourism is 
about bringing people together, residents and visitors, and when done properly, both 
parties should reap the benefits. It should never be about segregation.” 
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What can you do? 
At Responsible Travel, we believe travel is a privilege and not a right, and it’s a privilege we 
should enjoy responsibly. This means travelling in ways which maximise positive impacts 
and minimise the negative ones. In the case of Venice, which suffers so squarely with over 
tourism, this may not seem straightforward, but simply boycotting a city which, rightly or 
wrongly, depends almost entirely on tourism is equally problematic. 
 
Instead, travel off peak – Venice in the winter is eerily beautiful, and often cheaper. Choose 
to stay several nights, too, shop and eat locally, and explore off the beaten track, to avoid 
the popular hotspots and spread your Euros a little further. As ever, travel respectfully. Talk 
to local people, learn a few words of Italian, dress and behave appropriately, show your 
love. Travelling thoughtfully and with respect earns you respect, and that’s what people 
clinging onto a life in this beautiful but troubled city deserve. 
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